























ng, but pressure on space for-
4
kt is a list revealing o talent of which
any country would be proud. And,
truth be told, the people of South
Africa are truly proud of them. But the
unrepresentative South African Go-
ment, which speaks in the name
of the rocist minority, is terrified
let their voice be heard. All of those
| have been mentioned in this
ticle are ogainst the Government's
artheid policies. In  reprisal, most
have been placed on the Go-

at their works may not be circulated
in South Africa, and it is an offence
for any journal to publish anything
the; write or say.

a‘u South African Government is cut-
‘ting people off from its own culture.
' This is o most appalling crime against
human spirit, and one for which it
ill never be forgiven, either by the
' South Africans themselves or the rest
::L the world.
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emment's banned list, with the result

LETTER

‘encountered and overcome, or why
_certoin foctors have coused setbadks,
" in other struggles, instead of merely
dwelling on defeats, should dispel the
_ unjustified tendency to despair.
£
- The two articles of Umkhonto militants
‘are impressive evidence of the deter-
~ minaotion and continued sacrifice that
 these patriots are undertaking as their
. daily lot. The accounts of the first
Z‘Fiulrlilu conflicts are vividly presented.
~ George Shea and Barry Feinberg
~ have written beautiful poems which
 must rouse the feelings of many
- readers. (| have seen poems depicting
_ our strugle e. g. in Sechaba.) Perhaps
It is time that these were gathered
- together so that this aspect of South
African literature could be more
widely apprecioted, thus ensuring
that it will be preserved as part of the
new literature that will flourish in re-
volutionary South Africa, a place
where the names of the. roll-call
(George Sheo, ‘The Roll-call) will al-
ways have an honoured place.

‘And if none answers to his name,
Know that it is for your own good
And mine that he has fallen:
Fallen never to rise.’

AMANDLA NGAWETHUI
Matla ke Aronal

G.R. (Cape Town)

TOWARDS REVOLUTION

The Revolution Reader: Writings from
contemporary revolutionary leaders
throughout the world. Selected, edited
and introduced by John Gerassi.
(Vol. 1: China, India, Asia, Africa, the
Middle East; Vol. Il: The Americas
812 pp £5.25 each volume)

These two volumes include essays,
speeches, manifestos of leading revo-
lutionaries from the Third World, in
which is included Black America and
French Canada. Volume | includes
Mao, Giap, Ben Barka, Cabral, Man-
dela; Volume Il includes Guevara,
Caostro, Eldridge Cleaver, as well as
the FLQ and the Tupamares. On the
surfoce the contents indicates a feast,
and indeed the writings themselves
are often of much interest. On the
other hand, the two books are over-
whelmed by Gerrasi's Comments and
introductions, which are little short of
malicious and ignorant.

Gerassi, it appears, regards himself
as a '‘New Left' Marxist-Leninist, albeit
‘improved’ by a half on indigested
hotch — potch of semi-Maocism, Gueva-
rism, Debrayism, liberally topped-up
with on unreasoned belief in the va-
lue and virtue of terrorism. The nature
of Gerassi's Leninism is soon revea-
led. The book begins (P5, Vol. 1) by
asserting that Lenin was' "o pragmao-
tist” (!) and then goes on to show how
when Lenin rejected terrorism he was
really advocating terrorism.

An indication of the noture of Ge-
wassi's ‘Marxism’ may be judged by
his introduction to the section on Ve-
nezuela: “ldeologically, Ojeda was
no Marxist. He believed in the 1961
Constitution, free elections, free
speech and a free economy” (P 518).
Does one conclude from this that to
Gerassi, Marxism means an opposi-
tion to free speech, elections and eco-
nomic policy? And anyone old fashio-
ned enough to believe that the fight
for socialism is led by the working
class is in for a surprise: the “Orgo-
nised, unionised capitalised, skilled-
workerised ‘traditional’ proletariat’ is
written off by Gerassi. The real, the
true ‘revolutionaries’ he asserts are
such groups as the US Weathermen
(they apparently operate “as class"l),
that tiny gang of drug happy students
drown from the white upper middle
class.

Gerassi's main thesis is thot because
many traditional revolutionaries (the
‘old left’) have odopted programmes
envisaging the possibility of o peoce-
ful transition to socialism are ot best

out dated reformists; ot worst counter-
revolutionaries. For example: “In the
USA . .. some of the old CP hacks
hove been used to comfortable home,
cars, travel etc. for almost forty years.
Is it feasible thot they will drop it all
on the drop of a hot when the crucial
moment of revolution occurs?” (P 768)
The fact that leading US Communists
have, for 40 years, suffered continual
harassment and assoult, frequent im-
prisonment and occassionally deporto-
tion must be known to everyone, even
Gerassi. Such sneers coming from a
man with the impeccable revolutionary
credentials of the former editorships
of TIME and NEWSWEEK really are
rich.

Occassionally the ‘reformist’ theory
hits, runs into difficulties — where the
‘'old left’ revolutionaries have success-
fully achieved power peacefully, as in
Chile, or where they have openly
adopted programmes of armed
struggle. These minor problems are
all easily overcome: thus Chile is con-
veniently not mentioned in the two
volumes (nor is Ceylon). Likewise the
snag to the theory presented by Co-
lombia — "“The only country in Latin
America where Communists loyal to
Moscow are actually fighting with
arms” — is dismissed by Gerassi thus:
“Their armed units . . . are not wag-
ing revolutionary war-fare, however.”
(P 609). The foct that in its 1962 Pro-
gramme, the South African Commu-
nist Party adopted a policy of armed
struggle is swept aside by Gerossi:
“But its reformism remained undaun-
ted” (P 341). He acknowledges thaot
the 'Old Left” ANC in South Africa in
1961 also committed itself to armed
revolution. Nonetheless, warns Gerassi
“That the foundation of the future so-
ciety is laid down in the course of the
revolution seemed to remoin an alien
concept to the ANC" (P 343). After o
cheap sneer at Bram Fischer who he
implies was o courageous, but naive
reformist, Gerassi ends his introduc-
tion to South Africa by implying o
preference (interms of revolutionary
purity) for the PAC which he claims
has “seized the vanguard” os o result
of the ANC's “reformism”, even
though the PAC, according to Gerassi,
is “racked with informers, agents and
militant speech makers” and has “not
yet even elaborated a clear ideclogi-
cal position” (P 342).

It would be easy merely to dismiss
Gerassi as a muddle-headed, white,
middle-class fool. Yet thot might be
too generous an assessment. For if
US imperialism and the CIA has ‘ene-

mies’ like Gerassi, does it need
friends?
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CALLOUS DISREGARD
OF HUMAN LIFE

South Africa hos announced admi-
nistrotive chonges to the repressive
“pass lows”. Helen Joseph, recover-
ing from a cancer operation, was re-
leased aofter eight yeors’ house
arrest. George Ramafoku, also suf-
fering from cancer, wos not so
lucky. He had been ‘banished’ to a
primitive prison camp in the Kalahari
to die slowly and poainfully, without
drugs or doctors. Here Father Cos-
mas Desmond describes South Afri-
ca's least known and harshest form
of confinement without trial. Father
Desmond has been deprived of his
passport.

The records of the Vryburg General
Hospital show that one George Mo-
kote Ramafoku, oged 60 years, was
admitted on December 11, 1970,
and died of cancer of the stomadh.
They include no mention of a long
life-or-death struggle by the doctors,
or of the odministration of pain-kill-
ing drugs. For Mr. Ramafoku had
been left literally to rot to the point
of death in an isoloted banishment
camp at Driefontein.

Driefontein is situated in the Kalo-
hari, about 105 miles northwest of
Vryburg. It consists of o dozen or so
small round huts within a fenced
compound. This, and similar comps
in remote parts of the country, were
established to accomodate Africans
who haod been banished from their

homes by virtue of the Native Admi-
nistration Act of 1927.

An official statement of the Deport-
ment of Bantu Administration and
Development, on July 19, 1965, noted
that it was not necessary for such
people to have committed any
offence ("Star” Johannesburg); it
was sufficient that “their presence in
an area gave rise to dissention and
dissatisfaction and was consequently
detrimental to good government.”

UNDUE HARDSHIP

The Department of Bantu Admini-
stration and Development also sta-
ted that banished people receive
free medical treatment and were
protected from wundue hardship. It
may be thought thot having to live
for an indefinite period in a bare
round hut in a barren desert hun-
dreds of miles from one's family,
having no employment, recreation,
or diversion of any kind (two of the
three present inhabitants of Drie-
fontein are completely illiterofe and
so cannot even read to pass the
time), and subsisting on o food
allowance of R3 a month, is in itself
“undue hardship”; especiolly when
it is remembered that these people
have not been convicted of any
crime.

Mr. Ramafoku was first banished to
Driefontein in 1956, together with
five others, from Mabieskroal in the
Rustenburg district. He was a very
well respected man in his area, and
he was not convicted of any crime.
In 1960 he was allowed to return
home. But ofter o year he was bao-
nished again to Driefontein, where
he remained until he died ten years
later; for a time he was all alone at
the camp. His illness started at the
beginning of 1970, aond become
ocute towards the middle of the
year. He became mentally confused
and wondered away from the camp.
His companions, fearing for his so-
fety., asked the police to bring him
badck. They then informed the Bantu
Affairs Commissioner that Romafoku
was sick. He said that he would
send a doctor, but nothing happe-
ned.

After this Romaofoku became too
weak to leave the compound. For
some time prior to his death he was
unable to retain any food or drink.
He used to be o wvery big. heovy
man. Eventually his companions
asked a white farmer to toke him to

a doctor. The doctor saw him and
said he would send an ambulance
the next day, December 11.
Ramafoku's companions were not
informed of his death on Decem-
ber 18, and his poor paltry posses-
sions still lie in a little bundle in a
bare rondavel at Driefontein.
George Ramafoku was the victim of
cold-blooded callousness. He was
left to die in pain. This is an act of
violence, an act more blame-worthy
than that of @ man wheo in anger or
despair takes a gun or a knife and
kills someone. | am not defending
either form of viclence; but we allow
people to be banished and to die in
such ploces.

The churches, for example, keep
silent about such things, whereas
they throw up their hands in horror
at the thought of the World Council
of Churches giving money to militant
onti-rocial organisations.

We are all aware of the large-scale
institutionalised viclence in South
African society; 2000 people arrested
everyday on pass offences; o prison
population of 90 000; detention with-
out trials, bannings, migratory labour
etc. Perhops the largeness of it
makes us unable to grasp its signi-
ficance.

SHOCKING

Sometimes the maolignancy of our
society is revealed by small events
os by the lorger injustices. One such
event occurred in a Johannesburg
supermarket recently when two white
shop gassistants, suspecting o preg-
nant Africaon woman of shoplifting.
hoisted her skirts obove her thighs
and searched her right there and
then in full view of other shoppers.
It would be difficult to imagine a
more gross violation of o person’s
human dignity. Yet the most shocking
thing about the incident, really, is
that the two white women concerned
opparently didn't realise that they
were doing anything wrong. It is not
as though this was the action of par-
ticularly villainous or otherwise ex-
ceptional people. They were just
two ordinary, workaday Johannes-
burg women who ne doubt thought
they were doing their job conscien-
tiously.

Two typical white South Africans, in
fact, with a blank spot in their minds
that simply fails to register that black
people have human dignity.
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