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REPORT OF NUSEU coneneea, JuLy 1971

Like the other affiliates, NUSED whas spent the past year concerned as much
with establishing campuses as with working out its project work as such,

This congress has thus been an Important ona in gathering the threads on which
ou~ ~ne year old organisation was founded and producing a clearar and
stronger line of policy and projects for the cominu year.

The congress concarnad 1tself In particular with projects for 1971-72

which Included planned activities in a public awareness campaign on the problems
of the pass laws and pass courts In this country and an attempt to further
@xtend HUSED's contacts with the Afrikaans campuses in order to carry out its
respoasibllitles as a South African student organisation more fully.

The executive posts of Directors of 4 major areas of student concern,

Research, Education Reform, Residence Reform and scholarships wera confirmed

and these portfolios are to be carrled on In the coming year. WUSED hopes
particularly to Increase actlvities In Educational reforms, and the presence

and assistance of Mr Colin Soskolne from the Human Sclences Hesearch Councl|
helped to show congress the future possiblilitles of student role in this area,
and it was strongly urged that centres do Involve themselves In this type of
constructive activity, Reslidence reform is cbviously a burning question at
South Africsn unlversities today, as one can gather both from th: second term
residential upheavels and disobedience campalign at Rhodes, and the major reforms
at the other universities. This area of student Intercst was considered I+t

was belleved that activitiy of this kind on campuses can only be to the Improvement
Jf the position of the average resldential students at the universities of

South Africa.

Regarding medical scholarships, the Congress declded to cxpand the avallablility
of these fund to campuses not affiliated to NMUSED, and also to expand them In
terms of reference to Include both pharmacists and dentists. In keeping with
this, and acting on the example of Wits, the Congress alse proposad mass fund
raising campaign to be aimod at those qualified already and practising In each
of tre 3 professions alded by the scholarshlps, As an area of society

badly needing assistance, It Is felt that this expansion of the scholarship fund
can only ba of great benaflt to the country.

Finally the delegates discussed a South Africa - United S5tates of America student
e@xchange plan proposed by L Tighe of UM (Pletermaritzburg). It was agreed

that the matter would be Investigated and that NUSED would offer its support

and assistance to this Independent scheme, and would encourage students to
Involve themselves In the scheme,

An Important policy decision was taken in the decision of the congress to avold
all segregated forms of fundraising in the name of HUSED. This was consldered
necessary both as a practical matter and as a matter involving an extremely
Important principle. Since the essance of this organisation Is Its multi-racial
composition, to undertake fundraising projects which would not be open to all
members of the organisation would be both a paradoxical and unacceptable poslton
on grounds of principle, It was belleved that the corganisation could, In
a motion such as this comnit [tself strongly +to the cause of a future and freer
soclety In South Africa by putting Into practise as fuliy as possible what It
atte pted to preach. With the support of local branches and students It is hopad
that integrated fundraising efforts will proceed as successfully as did efforts
prior to the actual formality of this motlon.

Clearly, the ethos of the organisation Is one quite distinct from cther student
organisations, Through ts projecis It seeks to avoid b2ing a mere student trads
unfon for benefits, and attempts to supplement an actlive soclal consciznce, as

in matters such as Pass Courts and medical scholarships. Thls organisation
reprsents possibly one of the ldeal assocliations in which student members can
work for both thelir own Improvement In the universities, through residence and
education reform, and for the correction of some of the many wrongs in our soclety itsalf.
A conslderable amount has been achleved locally In the past year, and the congress
looks forward to an aven more successful year for NUSED with students from different
centres co-ordinating thelr previously divided efforts to remove or improve some of
the major shortcomings of our unlversitios and soclety today,
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