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EDITORIAL 

EZAKHENI 
EZAKHENI is a true child of apartheid. 

It is a town where normal economic and social forces would 
certainly never have called for a town to be. Only ideology 
couid have wanted it where it is. 

It is an all—black town situated more than 20 kilometres 
from the " w h i t e " town of Ladysmith which its residents 
are supposed to serve. It is a soulless monstrosity created by 
the dreamers who dream up the nightmares of apartheid, a 
place where nobody would live by choice. Some of its 
people went to live there because there was nowhere else 
for them to go. A great many went when they were driven 
out of homes in which they had lived in freehold for genera 
tions. Those homes were classified by apartheid's dreamers 
as blackspots in white South Africa, and therefore offensive 
to their dream. 

The blackspots people left behind them the comparative 
freedom and spaciousness of an environment in which many 
owned their own land, gardens and livestock, where they ran 
their own affairs, and had built up strong community ties. 
Many lived quite close to where they worked. The apartheid 
dreamers have forced thousands of families to abandon this 
relatively free and relaxed way of life. In its place they have 
given them the harsh uniformity of the cheek-by-jowl 
commuter-living of places like EZAKHENI , where livestock 
are forbidden and the plots are so small that it would be 
quite impossible to grow anything of any consequence on 
them. 

If you are a blackspot person who rejects the idea of liv
ing in the kind of match—box house the government 
offers at places like EZAKHENI , you wi l l be given a 

corrugated-iron hut, wi thout a floor or a ceiling, as tempor
ary accommodation. The apartheid dream proposes that, 
while living in it, you should build your own new home. If 
you were to visit EZAKHENI today you would f ind that 
many of those temporary huts have become permanent homes 
because the move there has left people who live in them 
either wi thout the wil l or the resources to build anything 
else. 

EZAKHENI was sited well away from Ladysmith, perhaps 
on the principle that if it was out of sight of that town's 
white citizens, it needn't be on their minds. And most of 
those citizens probably didn't even know exactly where the 
place was unt i l , on September 10th, its bus fares were raised 
and EZAKHENI was brought dramatically into the minds 
not only of white Ladysmith but of white South Africa as 
a whole. For on that day the people of EZAKHENI refused 
to use the buses, many walking more than 40 kilometres a 
day rather than do so. And so they continued, wi thout a single 
person using a bus and wi thout a single reported case of inti
midation, for three weeks. 

At the end of that three weeks the bus company (a joint 
South African-Kwa-Zulu Government enterprise) put its 
fares back to where they had been. But the people of 
Ezakheni still refused to use the buses. They said they had 
suffered enough from the incompetence of the company and 
the impertinence and inconsiderateness of its officials, and 
wanted something in its place which would pay proper atten
t ion to their needs. 

We hope they get it. Their marvellous example of non— vio
lent protest deserves at least that. D 
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SOME THOUGHTS ABOUT EDGAR 
BROOKES, SOUTH AFRICAN LIBERALISM, 
AND THE FUTURE 

by Peter Brown 

Speech delivered at the Edgar Brookes Memorial Lecture (formerly called the Edgar Brookes Lecture for Academic & Human 
Freedom) on 16th August 1979 at the University of Natal, Pietermaritzburg. 

INTRODUCTION 

I have only two qualifications for coming to speak to you 
here tonight. The first is that, although he was nearly 30 
years older than I was, Edgar Brookes was a friend of mine. 
The second is that I shared completely his dedication to 
those academic and human freedoms which this lecture was 
established to discuss and defend. This is the first lecture 
since Edgar Brookes' death, and I wi l l not apologise for the 
fact that it wi l l contain a certain amount of reminiscence. 
My point of reference tonight wi l l in fact be his life and 
views — how those views developed and how they might still 
have developed. 

Was what he stood for relevant to our future? This question 
necessitates some references to the role of the Liberal Party 
of South Afr ica, and how it might have developed — for it 
was to it that Edgar Brookes pledged his hopes for the build
ing of a reasonable society here. 

FIFTEEN YEARS: 

It is now fifteen years since the Edgar Brookes Lecture was 
inaugurated. As the years pass fewer and fewer people wi l l 
attend it who wil l know anything much about the man after 
whom it was named and whose memory it now honours. 
But one should know about the people after whom such 
things are named. Otherwise what is to prevent them from 
becoming occasions to pay tr ibute to principles quite 
foreign to those held by the person to whom they are dedi
cated? So I would like to tell you a litt le about my experi
ence of h im, this man after whom this lecture is named. 

HIS QUALITIES: 

Edgar Brookes had many qualities. To me, four of the most 
notable were his courage, his steadfastness, his f lexibi l i ty of 
mind and his fai th. 

I first knew him as a schoolboy. When he was principal of 
Adams College I went there wi th a party from my school 
on an exchange visit. Such visits, between a white school and 
a black school, were a revolutionary concept in the Natal of 40 
years ago. And my visit had on me the effect they were no 
doubt intended to have. It shattered the accumulated stereo
types about black people wi th which I had grown up. And it 
was of course to destroying such stereotypes, white about black 
and black about white that Edgar Brookes' life was devoted. 
The myth which has dominated our society for the past 30 
years, and which is now being abandoned, here and there, by 
its protagonists — I hope before it has damaged us quite be
yond repair — the myth that contact breeds confl ict — he 
rejected total ly. 

I knew him next as a workseeker. I came to see him here in 
Maritzburg, after I had finished university after the war, to 

ask him if he could f ind me a job. And he did. It wasn't 
the greatest job in the wor ld , but it did one thing for me 
that not many other jobs could have done. It gave me an en
tree into Edendale. There I met some of the best people I 
have ever known, and out of contacts made there sprang 
the impetus which two years later helped found the 
Liberal Party of South Afr ica. And it is in his association 
wi th the Liberal Party that I came to know Edgar best and 
about which I wi l l speak mainly tonight. 

"LIBERAL": 

I don' t suppose any term has been more loosely used in 
South Africa than that of " l ibera l " . According to where 
its abusers have stood on the political spectrum they have 
used it to accuse liberals of being either too far to the left, 
or too far to the right. If you were John Vorster you saw 
them as unwitt ing tools of the Communist Party, opening 
up the way for it to carry out its nefarious plans. And if you 
were the Communist Party you saw them as weak-kneed and 
wishy-washy because very often they would not play the part 
your plan had assigned to them.To have been denounced by 
authoritarians of the right and the left I have always regarded 
as a compliment. 

It also used to be the practice in the past to smear liberals 
generally by branding as " l ibera l " individuals and organisa
tions, left and right, which were never anything of the sort. 
There might have been some excuse for this before 1953, 
when all sorts of people did call themselves " l iberals", but 
after that year, in which the Liberal Party was formed, 
Liberals must I think be judged on what the Liberal Party, 
the only avowedly Liberal political party they have had in 
South Africa tried to do, and came to stand for. It was to 
this Party that Edgar Brookes committed the political part 
of his life nearly 20 years ago. And I think it is worth 
examining briefly how both the Liberal Party's and Edgar 
Brookes's ideas evolved and developed over the years of its 
life and his. And to speculate on how they might have con
tinued to develop had the Government not closed the Party 
down. 

EDGAR BROOKES AND THE EARLY L IBERAL PARTY DAYS 

Of course, although the Liberal Party was started in 1953, 
Edgar didn' t join it then. In fact he didn' t join it for another 
eight years. I suspect there were several reasons for this. 
A t the time he was still the representative in the Senate of 
the African people of Natal and Zululand. I think he wanted 
to be able to continue to speak and act freely in what he 
felt were the best interests of his constituents, wi thout 
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having the encumbrance of a party label round his neck. 
But later on, after he had given up the Senatorship and was 
back here teaching at the university, he still did not jo in. 
By that t ime, although I think the maintenance of his inde
pendent political position was still an important factor, I 
think there were at least two others. The first was that, at 
its second National Congress in 1954, the Liberal Party had 
adopted as its goal a common-roll universal suffrage. The 
second was its practice of cooperating wi th other political 
organisations on agreed issues. The first created a problem 
for him because he had not yet come to believe in it. The 
second because cooperation, as often as not, was coopera
t ion wi th the Congress Movement, and although Edgar had 
many close friends in the ANC, he knew that there were 
Communist Party members in the Congresses, and he had 
d i f f icu l ty , at that stage, in associating wi th them at all, even 
in a good cause. In fact it was for this same reason that he 
did not support the Treason Trial Defence Fund when it was 
formed in 1956 to help wi th defence of the people charged 
in that famous trial and relief for their dependants. But 
curiously enough, I think it was largely through the influ
ence of two of the Accused in that tr ial , Chota Motala, 
Chairman of the Pietermaritzburg Branch of the Natal 
Indian Congress (NIC), and Archie Gumede of the local 
branch of the African National Congress (ANC), when he 
met and came to like and admire them very much at the 
Natal Convention, 5 years later, that this particular reserva
t ion of his was abandoned. Anyway, whatever the reason, 
for nearly 8 years, the relationship between Edgar Brookes 
and the Liberal Party remained a sort of arms-length 
friendliness. 

THE STATE OF EMERGENCY 

Then came 1960 and the State of Emergency, and all that 
changed. In one night hundreds of people disappeared into 
detention, amongst them Liberals who were close friends of 
Edgar's, two of them colleagues of his on the staff of this 
university. Although he did not do it immediately, I am sure 
that that was when he decided to join the Liberal Party. 

COURAGE 

I have already said that one of his principal qualities was 
courage. And it was typical of him that he should decide to 
start identifying himself w i th the Liberal Party when it had 
become more dangerous than it had ever been to do so. 
Just as it was typical of him again that, at the age of 67, four 
years later, he should, wi thout a hint of hesitation, take over 
the National Chairmanship of the Liberal Party, when hardly 
a day seemed to go past wi thout some member being 
banned or detained. 

STEADFASTNESS 

If courage was Edgar's first qual i ty, steadfastness was his 
second. And he needed plenty of it when he took over that 
Chairmanship. Because it soon became evident that many of 
the Liberals m detention had been involved in the sabotage 
activities of the A R M , and that one of them had let off the 
bomb on the Johannesburg station. Under these circumstances 
who could have blamed him if he had felt that he had accepted 
the Chairmanship under false pretences and had decided, 
there and then, to give it and the Liberal Party up. He never 
even seemed to give it a thought. 

Nor was it only \n the face of such a situation that this 
steadfastness showed itself. Whatever difficulties he may 
have had in coming to terms wi th the policies of the 
Liberal Party, once he had accepted them his commitment 
to them was total and unwavering to the day of his death. 
And it is perhaps worth mentioning that it was not only 
universal suffrage that he had accepted. For instance, 
amongst other things, the Liberal Party had advocated a 
policy for the redistribution of land and wealth which must 
have seemed pretty radical to somebody of his age and 
rather conservative upbringing. 

FLEXIBILITY OF MIND 

So, having accepted Liberal Party policy, Edgar's support for 
it did not waver. This determination not to be deflected from 
what he had come to see as the best solution to our situation 
might suggest a certain inf lexibi l i ty of mind — and I have al
ready said that, to me, one of his most obvious characteris
tics, was his f lexibi l i ty of mind. He was a man who was quite 
prepared to change his views if he could be convinced that 
it was the right thing to do. He certainly wouldn' t do it 
easily or quickly, but he would do it, — which is more than 
you can say for most people in politics. And he would not 
change backwards. 

The evolution of his political commitment was a progressive 
movement forwards — so that he could graduate f rom 
considering a segregationary solution in the 1920s to 
accepting a common society, integrated at every level in the 
1960s. And in all his 82 years he never gave up fighting. 
Which might give those radical students who would decry 
Edgar Brookes' life and achievements pause for thought. 

Radical black students complain that radical white students 
are only radical for as long as they are students. After that 
they disappear into the respectable maws of money-making 
and domesticity. The accusation is only partly true but it is, 
partly true. Make sure you're not going to be one of those 
before you start decrying Edgar Brookes. It's also true, of 
course, that quite a lot, even if not so many, black students 
go the same way. There was no question of Edgar Brookes 
ever going that way. 

COULD THE LIBERAL PARTY EVER HAVE 

BEEN A VEHICLE FOR CHANGE? 

Could the Liberal Party, to whose programme Edgar Brookes 
was pledged up to the time of his death, ever have become a 
vehicle for change in South Africa? The answer, I th ink, is, 
under normal circumstances, yes! It is, of course, a hypo
thetical question. The circumstances are not normal. 

From 1960 onwards the Government set out on a deliber
ate programme to kil l the Party and f inal ly, w i th the 
Improper Interference Act of 1968, did so. But by the 
beginning of 1960 the Party had quite a lot going for it. 
By that time the great majority of its membership was black, 
which meant that its policies increasingly reflected what 
most people in the country wanted. Its relationship wi th 
the PAC was good, certainly better than anyone else's. 
Its relationship wi th the Congress Movement varied, but 
here in Natal it was good, and marked by co-operation 
in a number of fields, two of the most important of which 
were the fight against Group Areas removals and the 
destruction of the Biackspots in the province. Blackspot 
being a nasty-sounding name coined to describe an area 
held in freehold by a black individual or a black com
munity, the original purchaser, or purchasers, having been 
to ld , and having believed that their freehold t i t le gave them 
security in perpetuity. There are many of these in Natal and 
there used to be many more. However, that is another 
story. 

The Party had also accepted by then that it had an extra-
Parliamentary as well as a Parliamentary role to play and had 
already been engaged in campaigns outside the realm of 
normal political activity, which were designed to bring about 
peaceful change. In Capetown it had developed a close rela
tionship wi th the infant SWAPO. That close relationship was 
possible because both organisations wanted the same kind of 
society for their countries, non-racial democracy — and they 
wanted it to come about by peaceful means. If things in 
Namibia have changed, don' t blame SWAPO. Blame those 
who wouldn' t talk to them or listen to them 20 years ago. 
I certainly blame them, as I do also for what is cailed the 
deteriorating security situation we face right here. 
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MOROKA 

Not long ago, after the attack on the Moroka police station, 
the Deputy Chief of the Security Police was reported to have 
appealed to the public to become his eyes and ears in the 
battle against terrorism. 

" i t is t ime the public started heeding the warnings that have 
been directed to them over a long period f rom the police, 
f rom the army and f rom the Ministers of Defence and 
Justice," he said. 

I f ind this kind of injunction a bit hard to take. Long be
fore they started issuing their warnings the Ministers of 
Justice had themselves been warned on countless occasions, 
not least by Edgar Brookes. They had been warned that un
less they woke up to the effect their policies were having on 
those to whom they were being applied, those policies would 
lead one day to just such an attack as the one in Moroka — 
and that would almost certainly be the harbinger of worse 
things to come. The extraordinary thing about the attack at 
Moroka was not that it happened, but that it d idn' t happen 
sooner. It d idn' t because of the phenomenal self-control of 
black South Africans and their hope, which was a very long 
t ime in dying, that white Governments would one day start 
practising what they preached. That, to take one example, 
one day, in what claimed to be a free enterprise society, 
every person would be free to take on any job for which 
his talents qualified him. 

LUTHULI AND SOBUKWE 

It was in November, 1952, nearly 27 years ago, that Chief 
Luthui i was forced by the Government to choose between 
his Groutvil le chieftainship and his membership of the ANC 
and, in choosing the ANC, made his famous statement: 

" I n these past 30 years or so I have striven wi th tremendous 
zeal and patience to work for the progress and welfare of my 
people and for their harmonious relations w i th other sections 
of our multiracial society Insofar as gaining citizenship 
rights and opportunities for the unfettered development of 
the African people (goes), who wil l deny that 30 years of my 
life have been spent knocking in vain, patiently, moderately 
and modestly at a closed and barred door? What have been 
the fruits of my many years of moderation? Has there been 
any reciprocal moderation or tolerance f rom the Government, 
be it Nationalist or United Party? NO! " 

And on March 18th, 1960, when he launched the PAC's anti-
pass Cdnpaign Robert Sobukwe said that members were being 
called upon to leave their passes at home and to surrender 
themselves for arrest at the nearest police station. Should the 
police refuse to arrest them, their instructions were to 
go home and return to the police station later in the day .... 
PAC members had been instructed to conduct the cam
paign in a spirit of non-violence. He had wri t ten to the Com
missioner of Police informing him of the campaign and ap
pealing to him to instruct his men not to make impossible 
demands on Africans. If the police were interested in main
taining law and order they should have no di f f icul ty at all. 

There they are. Two men who wanted peaceful change. 
And if you read the accounts of ail the famous political 
trials of the 1960's, f rom Rivonia to the Namibian trial of 
1968, the same theme keeps recurring:-

"We tried everything to get you to listen to what we wanted, 
and you wouldn' t . Are you surprised that, in desperation, 
some of us have turned to violence?" 

But the Minister of Justice and the Minister of Defence turned 
deaf ears to all the pleas and all the warnings and now they 
are confronted by what could be the beginnings of a civil 
war. And they do seem surprised — as if they had never read 
any history, not even their own. They should not be sur
prised at what is happening, and they should not be surprised, 
now that they have created the situation against which many 
of us have been warning them for most of our articulate lives, 
if we don' t come running to help them prop up the system 
which has caused it. 

I come back to the question: Could Liberals, through the 
Liberal Party, have provided a vehicle for change to a new 
society which could have satisfied the aspirations of most 
South Africans? Given the chance I think it could have. May
be not the only vehicle, but certainly one of them. 

Take an example. Long before most other people started 
talking about it the Party was committed to the holding of 
a new National Convention to chart the way to a new 
dispensation here. As a first step, largely through the initia
tive of its supporters, a Natal Convention was called at this 
university in 1961, in those very f luid times which fol lowed 
Sharpeville and the Emergency. It was presided over by 
Edgar Brookes and was attended by a remarkable cross-
section of Natal people, ranging f rom members of the 
United Party to members of the Congress Movement, who 
somehow, after 3 days of intense discussion, adopted, as 
far as I can remember wi thout a single dissenting vote, 
a remarkably progressive document, which included an 
undertaking to extend the vote on a non-racial common rol l . 

This was a consensus decision if ever there was one, long 
before consensus became the fashionable term it is today. 

It was hoped and planned that f rom this Natal Convention 
would come the impetus for a new National Convention. It 
didn' t happen because those wi th power didn' t want it to .... 
but how much better off would we not all have been today if 
they had had the sense to respond to that call 18 years ago? 
Or even if they had the sense to respond to it now? The 
point I am trying to make here, and to illustrate by this ref
erence to the Natal Convention, is that the Liberal Party, and 
particularly a person like Edgar Brookes, did have a capacity 
to bring people of divergent views together and to get them 
to work together. It did have the potential to act as an agent 
for change. 

ADEQUATE POLICIES? 

But would its policies have been adequate to meet the hopes 
and aspirations of most South Africans? I think so. Edgar 
Brookes had a flexible enough mind to be able to move in 
his lifetime f rom being a segregationist to a total integra-
tionist. So too the Liberal Party policies were not static, 
they kept evolving. The fact that black membership increased 
steadily throughout its lifetime was no doubt part the 
cause and part the result of this. It certainly meant that 
the Party was not likely to place the interests of white voters 
ahead of those of black non-voters in the hope that that 
might improve its vote-catching prospects. !t just wasn't 
a conventional political party, as its acceptance for itself 
of an extra-parliamentary as well as a parliamentary role 
bears out. 

WHAT ABOUT HUMAN RIGHTS AND HUMAN FREEDOM? 

I suppose Liberals are more concerned about individual 
rights and individual freedoms and the institutions which 
society has evolved to promote and protect them, than 
almost any other group. 

in South Africa the Liberal f ight for such things, it seems to 
me, has had a number of stages. In the first place one 
fights to prevent rights already held being taken away and, 
if they are taken away, to have them restored. Second, one 
fights for the granting of rights never held. Th i rd , one recog
nises that it often isn't enough just to give rights. There is 
often such a handicap carried over f rom the past by people 
who have suffered discrimination, that just to give them 
rights is meaningless. It sometimes becomes necessary to 
discriminate in favour of people who, through no fault of 
their own, have been at the bot tom of the heap, if the 
rights they get are going to have any meaning. 

There is a fourth stage, f rom which I am sure Edgar Brookes 
did not f l inch, when one may begin to question whether the 
institutions and arrangements of society that one has always 
assumed to be sacrosanct, are in fact adequate to ensure the 
justice and freedom for which one is looking. 
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THE INDEPENDENCE OF THE COURTS: 

It is a basic Liberal principle that the courts should be inde
pendent. Are our courts independent? Thir ty years ago, 
when the Nationalists took power, h was a general assump
t ion that they were. Then there began a series of infringe
ments on that freedom, by Parliament, notably in the matter 
of sentences, and Liberals set about fighting for the return 
of that lost independence. But were our courts truly inde
pendent even before these obvious intrusions began? 

Judges are subject to the laws of Parliament. Al l they claim 
to do is interpret them — rarely do they question the moral
ity behind them. One is grateful when they do, but it is not 
common practice. But Parliament is the agency of white su
premacy and by and large the laws which it passes are 
designed to ensure that that supremacy persists. Is it possible 
for the judiciary to take an impartial view of the situation 
wi th which it is increasingly confronted today, of a clash of 
interests between the white establishment, f rom whom its 
numbers are drawn and whose laws it is required to enforce, 
and the black majority to whom those laws are applied? 
The mere fact that all judges are white and are drawn f rom 
one segment of our society, and have grown up and, wi l ly-
ni l ly, been conditioned by the background from which they 
have come, must make true impartiality virtually impossible. 
Certainly that is how many black people would see it today. 

Robert Sobukwe in 1960 and Nelson Mandela, in 1962, 
when they made two of their last appearances in our 
courts, refused to acknowledge the courts right to t ry 
them. Since then there have been other trials in which the 
accused have taken the same line. It is an attitude which seems 
bound to spread. And it is an attitude which shows a 
growing alienation wi th in the black community f rom the 
system of justice which it is supposed to honour and obey, 
and should do if the stability of our society is to be pre
served. But can it be expected to be any other way if you 
play no part in the making of the laws or the appointment 
of the judges and the magistrates or any of the decisions at 
all which relate to the functioning of that system? 

That the courts should be independent is a basic liberal 
principle on which there can be no compromise. But the prin
ciple goes a lot further than not being directly interfered wi th 
by the government. In its perfect state it would require f rom 
members of the Judiciary the ability to escape from the 
assumptions wi th which each of us has grown up and the 
social conditioning which is unavoidable for all of us. We 
are likely to have to make do wi th something less than per
fect, but better than what we have today. This wi l l come not 
only when our courts' discretion is restored at least to what 
it was 30 years ago, but when the system which appoints 
the judges and the magistrates has the active participation of 
all South Africans. Then no judge could be seen by anyone 
to be a member of a dominant group, but only as a repre
sentative of the whole society, and sensitive to ail its nuan
ces. 

AND ACADEIVHC FREEDOM? 

As I am sure you all know the fight for academic freedom 
in South Africa dates f rom the legislation passed by the 
Nationalist Party to prevent the " o p e n " universities f rom 
admitt ing students of their choice wi thout regard to their 
colour or religion. The fight was aimed at having that right 
restored to those universities and for a while that was all 
the fight was about, to have the lost rights restored. And 
it is basic that universities should have the right to admit 
students wi thout regard to those arbitrary criteria. 
Equally basic is the right of a student to go to the university 
of his choice. 

Not so much fuss was made about this right in the past, 
partly, one suspects, because the open universities were not 
as open as they might have been and it wasn't as easy to 
get into them if you were black as if you were white. I hope 
I am right in thinking that that is the basis upon which this 
f ight for academic freedom is being fought now; not only 
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the university's right to admit, but also the student's right 
to be admitted. 
The student may of course not be admitted because he can
not make the grade academically, and this has always seemed 
an eminently reasonable standard to apply. But is it always? 
For he may not be able to make the grade academically be
cause he comes f rom a deprived background or a rotten school 
system. In which case, although you may have achieved aca
demic freedom in theory you still won' t have achieved it in 
practice. And it may be necessary for a time to lower admis
sion standards to accommodate people deprived in this way. 
Or to devise special courses so that they can catch up. 

But real academic freedom wi l l only come when every child 
can get into school at the lowest level and from there deve
lop his ful l capacity in whatever direction his talents wi l l 
take him. For us that means a complete overhaul not only 
of our educational system but of our society. And in the 
course of that overhaul we may f ind that what our schools 
and universities are teaching and the way they are doing it 
are not all they should be, and that there are other ways of 
doing things which are better, if young people are to realise 
their ful l potential in a free society. 

EVOLVING POLICIES: 

I have talked a litt le about the independence of the judicial 
system and academic freedom, two basic elements in a free 
society, to show that South African Liberals' thoughts on 
how to achieve and preserve these and other human free
doms have never been static, but developing all the t ime. 
And to squash the illusion that a man like Edgar Brookes 
was stuck in some 19th Century Laisser faire rut irrelevant 
to the problems of South Africa today. Or that in an open 
society Liberals would not have had a policy to satisfy 
everyone's aspirations quickly. I have always felt very 
strongly that the dangers of rapid change here are far 
less than those of no change or too slow change. That 
the survival of Liberal value has depended on rapid change. 

NO CHANGE 

There has been no rapid change, so wil l those values survive? 
Was what Edgar Brookes spent his life doing irrelevant? Will 
what he spent his life fighting for in no way influence the 
future of our country? I am not the only one to have asked 
these questions. He asked them himself. Suffice it to say 
that these are hard times for those who value Liberal 
values and institutions, who regard them as the most im
portant legacy the West may have to leave to the wor ld . 

POLARISATION 

For, the feature of the day is polarisation, and polorisa-
t ion is not conducive to the survival of Liberal values. It 
is mainly, but not entirely a black/white polarisation, for 
the extremes of the pole are just as likely to take it out on 
what they regard as one of their own sell-outs — Chief Buthe-
lezi, Harold Strachan, Rick Turner, Prof, van Jaarsveid, Colin 
Eglin — as they are to take it out on "the other side". Never
theless, it is mainly a black/white confrontat ion, the extremes 
of which grow more extreme, both committed to violence, 
the one to retain power the other to get it. As the polarisa
t ion accelerates those who stand in the middle, working 
and hoping for a reconcilliation of interests, get squeezed 
more and more. Yet those who want reconciliation far out
number those who want confl ict. 

SOWETO AND WINDHOEK 

If you were to talk to some of the dissident teachers of 
Soweto you would f ind that, while their rejection of govern
ment policy is total , and their insistence on majority govern
ment and a new order in society is unequivocal, they view 
wi th the greatest apprehension this polarisation growing 
round them. They see its logical end as an increasingly 
bloody confrontation between two armies, one mainly white, 
one mainly black, one mainly wi th uniforms, one mainly 
wi thout , each made up of a growing number of unwill ing 



soldiers dragged along, by some terrible force on the 
coatstrings of their extremists. 
On the one side their extremists being the kind of people 
who wi l l throw a bomb into something as innocuous as a 
meeting of the freemasons in Windhoek. On the other a new, 
young, black leadership which is already saying things about 
white South Africans far more spine-chilling than the things 
that were being said in Soweto in 1976. 

The whole process of polarisation was an agonising spec
tacle to somebody like Edgar Brookes, as it should be to 
all of us. Like us he wondered — where would it end? In 
the holocaust? And, if it d id , would anything he had stood 
for survive? 

The more rapidly we change to a society most South Af r i 
cans can support the less likely the holocaust, and the more 
likely that the values which Edgar Brookes regarded as 
important wi l l survive. Fundamental to all other values is 
the value of human freedom. Not the freedom of licence, 
which Edgar Brookes abhorred, but the freedom to develop 
one's talents so that they can be used in the service of one's 
fellows and, in Edgar's case, of one's God. 

But human freedom and Liberal values wil l not survive of 

WHAT IS A MAN? 

As Ms. Dike's play opens a young man speaks a prologue on 
a stage lit only by an oil lamp. He begins w i th a conflation 
of the Genesis stories of the creation of man and woman and 
ends wi th a question: " A m I not a man then?" The ques
t ion reverberates through the play, for this is Ms. Dike's 
hero, her first South Afr ican, Zwelinzima Jama. 

Born to a black mother and a white father, he is brought up 
in Langa as a Xhosa, and undergoes traditional init iation rites. 
But his manhood is thwarted at every turn. When his girl
f r iend, Thembi, falls pregnant, her father rejects him as "a 
bastard". The "whi te ch ick" to whom he passes as a white 
discovers his secret, rejects him and causes h imto be fired 
f rom his job. Zwelinzima ("the country is heavy") knocks 
around wi tn Max the spiv (who calls him " R o o i " ) , falls 
foul of the policeman Mtshiselwa. The play is rich in the 
detail and sweep of township life. But such ful f i lment as 
that life offers is denied to Zwelinzima. 

In the second scene of the play, the white location superin
tendent offers to adopt h im, but later when Zwelinzima 
applies for a pass (a reference book, not a book of l ife), he 
is refused. Eventually he can only make his way in the 
world by denying his family and his heart. Max reports: 

I saw him the other day at Salt River station, in brown 
overalls. He was watching over a group of men working on 
the railway line. I couldn't have been mistaken even after 
3 years, and he saw me. "Rooi...Rooooi...Rooi is ek, ou Max." 
His eyes looked right through me, and he turned away and 
spoke to one of the labourers. Ja, hy's 'n klein baas nou, he 
doesn't want to know us any more. But he can't deny I used 
to wipe his nose when he was so high. 

their own accord. It may one day be possible to build 
again a non-racial political organisation pledged to propagate 
and defend them. I don't know. In the meantime it needs 
brave and steadfast men like Edgar Brookes to stand up and 
fight for them. On such people now depends the relevance 
to our future of what he believed in. 

And there is no automatic guarantee that when the present 
dispensation ends in South Africa it wi l l be succeeded by 
one that likes the basic human freedoms any more than this 
one does. The best guarantee of that, as Edgar came to see, 
was that each person should have that vital asset, the vote. 
For only while they have that are men free to be governed 
by the men they want to govern them, and free to get rid 
of them when they don' t . 

Will the holocaust come, and wi th it the destruction of 
everything that Edgar believed in? I don' t know. Al l I do 
know is that, had it come in his t ime, and had he survived 
it, he would, at the end of it al l, have picked himself up off 
the ground and started to fight once again for those great free
doms we honour tonight, and which his great faith told him 
must one day t r iumph: that day when no man wil l be used, 
unwil l ingly, or unwit t ingly, as a meansto another's ends. D 

This is a powerful play. The humour, and there is real hu
mour in i t , falters very occasionally, but the overwhelming 
impression is of lively wri t ing and assured stagecraft. One of 
the most telling effects is achieved in scenes which involve a 
single character conducting a conversation wi th an unseen, 
unheard other: as in the confrontation of Freda, Zwelinzima's 
mother, w i th the superintendent. This text enables a small cast 
to bring to the stage a sense of individual action and personal 
relationships set in a wide and vivid context. Though mostly 
in English, the play in a sense requires a new South African 
audience, since it also uses Xhosa, Afrikaans and a mixture 
of all three. 

Some of the most powerful wri t ing is given to the mother. 
Her death is a most moving scene — and Ms. Dike has man
aged in Freda to give Mother Africa a new resonance with
out sacrifice of actuality. Each character, whether embodied 
in an actor or evoked only by the words of others, is clearly 
felt to be there. 

Perhaps the most important fact about this play is that 
it has been published — in Ravan's very welcome and useful 
Playscript series. Like the other plays in the series The First 
South African has been performed. !t was Ms. Dike's first 
play as resident playwright at the Space, Cape Town, where 
it was wri t ten arid produced in 1977. St has been done 
before: now it can be done again. Zwelinzima's story is 
based on an actual case: one of the best ways of ensuring 
that it doesn't happen again is to act it again. 

Ms. Dike's play should not be confused wi th A.P. Cart-
wright's book of the same tit le published in 1971, which is a 
'life and times' of Sir Percy Fitzpatrick. • 

Fatima Dike, The First South African, Ravan Playscripts 4, R2J5 

Reviewed by Tony Voss 
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THE WINTERVELD SQUATTER AREA 

by Baldwin Moseki 

The squatter problem is wi th us; in fact has been wi th us for 
a very long time. It is sad that it took so long to become an 
issue after all. Crossroads, Winterveld, Malukazi, Kromsdraai 
are all familiar names rammed into our " k e n " by relentless 
watchdogs in the media. But what is a squatter? A squatter 
is not a phenomenon but a person who by no fault of his or 
hers exists on the fringes of our society. His identity is vague
ly discernible, his needs hardly recognised by officialdom 
and his wi l l is hardly credited. 

When I visited the Winterveld recently, I was consumed by 
a red-hot guilt-feeling. Here you have a black churchman 
hastily going through an area of acute suffering, hoping to 
go home sufficiently informed to be able to indulge in some 
academic exercise such as producing a report. 

Sprawled some 35 km outside Pretoria the Winterveld is an 
eyesore, an irritation and vexation to the Spirit. Geographi
cally it lies wi th in the so cailed Bophuthatswana Homeland. 
There is an obvious lack of social amenities and facilities to 
meet bare essentials. Streets are teeming wi th myriads of 
malnourished urchins who have no future at all. Listless 
men lean idlv against t in shacks and stare for lornly at yet 
another day wi thout employment. Men, women and kids, 
wallow in the sterile environment at the doorsteps of 
affluent white Pretoria. I spoke to some men and put to
gether some tattered strands of History. Men and women 
had come to settle here f rom Pretoria's black Townships 
when accommodation was hard to f ind. Some were advised 
by authorities to seek temporary housing here, while being 
on Township waiting lists. Some had come f rom neighbour
ing white farms and had sought tenancy f rom black landlords 
in the area. These landlords are an interesting feature indeed. 
They are part of as ruthless a system of exploitation and 
dehumanisation ever to emerge wi th in a black society in 
our country. I choose not to go into the historical intricacies 
of how they came to be land-owners in this area. Suffice it 
to state that they fall into two categories, namely: Five-
morgen landlords and ten-morgen landlords. Each landlord, 
wi th his piece of ground, has attracted a high concentration 
of tenants and is reaping a great harvest in hard cash. Some 
are said to be netting as much as R600,00 a month in 
rentals. Those who have sunk boreholes in their plots 
swell their coffers by selling water to tenants. There is an 
acute shortage of this essential commodity in this area, to 
such an extent that one can see by the degree of con
centration of tenant dwelling that the plot has some water. 

The five — and ten — morgen sector is not all that unsightly 
wi th clusters of shacks only. Landlords have buil t big, beau
t i fu l houses, some double-storeyed. They increase in wealth 
and comfort when their fellowmen sink into poverty and 
misery. The crying anthem from their crowded backyards 
reached not their hearts nor ears. Surely no one can blame 
them for making a living, in given circumstances. Some are 
absentee—landlords, who stay in places like SOWETO and 
Pretoria and make occasional visits to collect their money. 
Enough for this category. It is at home in our capitalistic, 
exploitative, economic system. A system which favours the 
rich and powerful, and dooms the poor to perpetual servi
tude and misery. 

SECTOR KNOWN AS "STAKANENG" 

Adjacent to the five — ten — morgen sector is another f i l t u y 
conglomerate of mudshacks which obviously took a long 

time to build up. These are built so close to one another that 
there is no room for manoeuvre. A significant number of 
them are gaping ruins, vacated by harassed tenants. Perhaps 
I should explain here why there are harassed tenants in the 
Winterveld. 

The area falls wi th in the jurisdiction of the Bophuthatswana 
authorities. The people are a mixture of Tswanas and non-
Tswanas. Being in Bophuthatswana they have been urged to 
take out citizenship certificates. Many are not persuaded 
that this is the right thing to do; as it would most probably 
prejudice their employment opportunities in white South 
Africa. Indeed those who have taken out these certificates 
already encounter problems when seeking employment in 
the neighbouring city of Pretoria. Those who refuse to take 
out these certificates are raided, arrested and prosecuted. A 
fine of R30,00 has been paid by many, while hundreds have 
had to flee to other parts of the Republic. Most hard-hit are 
the non-Tswanas. It is not easy for them to gain the citizen
ship certificate. They have to provide documentary proof 
that they have lived in the area continuously for a period 
of 5 years. It is interesting to note that some of the pros
perous landlords are non-Tswanas. These also are under con
siderable stress. Politically, the Winterveld squatter area is 
a confusing situation. We have been made to understand that 
an agreement of some sort had been entered into by the 
Bophuthatswana authorities and the Government of the 
Republic, in respect of non-Tswanas in the area. The 
neighbouring township of Soshanguve is said to be providing 
for non-Tswanas ejected f rom the neighbouring Homeland. 
Some administrative assistance is said to be given by local 
offices to those turned away from the Bophuthatswana 
Offices. 

The area referred to earlier as "Stakaneng" presents a serious 
health hazard. With a high percentage of non-schooling child
ren sitting and playing everywhere in f i l thy surroundings, 
the threat of epidemics is there. Pit lavatories are situated in 
close proximity wi th wells f rom which water is drawn. 

I spoke to a young woman at one of these wells. She spelt 
out the wearisome process of using a bucket tied to a rope 
to scrape the bottom of the well. Perhaps I should state here, 
that this method did not only arouse the revolting experi
ence of being a black South African wi th in me; it also put 
me way back when I bounded wi th youthful vigour and in
nocence in the company of my peers at our village wells. 
We met and made friends at these wells; thank God, many 
a courship started there. The surroundings were different; 
consonant wi th the tone of black communal life and experi
ence. Gone are the times, and the Spirit quickens wi th each 
nostalgic moment. The Winterveld situation is different, it 
marks and scars not only the exterior but also the inner be
ing of a people caught up in the whir lwind of politics. A 
figure at the well is dul l , forlorn and uncommunicative, 
for prolonged suffering has chilled the Spirit. 

Men in this area fall into two categories: 
a) those who rise early to board buses heading for Pretoria 

and 
b) those who yawn the whole day long as a result of unem

ployment. 

Those in the first category leave their humble dwellings as 
early as 3.00 a.m. and wind their way back at about 9.00 p.m. 
They pay about 70 cents for a return tr ip. They are in fact 
a weary band of workers; for much of their energy is used 

8 



up in commuting. It is di f f icul t to give their best at work and 
equally hard to play a meaningful role at home. They work 
for a pittance; some bring home about R9,60 per week. 

The unemployed are a bedraggled lot; haggard and discon
solate, there are no piece-jobs around. Some are not work
ing because they do not have the necessary documents. 
They cannot stray too far away for fear of arrest. To be 
out of work is a demoralizing experience. For a black per
son it's devastating in its effect. It means you are a sitting 
duck for the over-zealous policeman. By all definitions an 
unemployed black is a "vagrant". You need to be black to 
know this; you need to have had a chance of clutching 
your "dompas" to your bosom as a treasured possession. 
Many blacks are clinging to their jobs at all costs because 
they dare not upset the equil ibrium between their home 
environment and their work environment which hangs so 
precariously on a "dompas" peg. This is not peculiar to the 
Winterveld area; it is an ubiquitous manifestation of a perni
cious policy of systematic stifling and repression of the voice
less black people of this country. We are told that all this is 
done in good faith by those who intend well wi th us. 

Another sector, relatively uncongested, is what is known as 
Mabopane B. This area has tap-water and a number of good 
houses wi th some houses wi th some home-ownership sort of 
scheme. There are some Church buildings, e.g. the Methodist 
Church and the Anglican Church. Ministers in this area con
tend wi th enormous social and spiritual problems. Some 
could be pit ied; for their furrowed brows were testimony to 
inner tensions and restlessness over their embattled f lock. A t 
one of the Churches records showed that attendance at the 
last Good Friday stood at 520 and collection at the previous 
Palm Sunday amounted to R13,98. It was quite obvious that 
the political restlessness of the area had crept into the Church 
Pastors, priests and ministers had to be cautious in their 
ministrations and utterances. Some alleged to having been 
openly intimidated by off icialdom. 

It is di f f icul t for outsiders to bring necessary relief into the 
situation, for lack of an internal communication net-work 
even on Church levels. Thank God, attempts are now being 
made to infiltrate the situation. Self-help projects need to 
be introduced; but initial spadework in motivation is needed, 
in a Community that is on the brink of hopelessness and 
apathy. It is disconcerting to note that there are inhibiting 
factors for those contemplating entry wi th the view of offer
ing some help or making some representations. Ideological 
obstruction is factor number one. The Winterveld is wi th in 
the Bophuthatswana Homeland or State or whatever name-
tag it wears. This is a reality that cannot be brushed aside. 
Some feel that making representation to the Tswana authori
ties on behalf of the Winterveld people is tantamount to a 
recognition of their "so called State". Well, " recogni t ion" 
or no "recogni t ion", "Sta te" or "Bantustan", the poor and 
the crushed wi th in are crying for help. What do we do in the 
face of ideological obstruction and political insensitivity? I 
sometimes wonder how men can be completely immobilized 
by these considerations, taking into account that some claim 
Christian motivation in their actions. I know of short-term 
goals and long-term goals. Some people in pursuance of the 
long-term goals neglect the short-term ones, whose immedi
acy and urgency impinge painfully upon our lives. The 
poor and simple sometimes f ind it d i f f icul t to be led by men 
whose heads are always in the clouds and therefore cannot 
address themselves to basic issues of life and death, hunger 
and cold. The poor and simple folk of the Winterveld need 
an assurance of a stable home, an opportunity to earn a liv
ing and to contribute to the common good. Admit tedly, 
they are caught up in what is euphemistically termed 
"populat ion movement", which is in fact an ill-conceived, 
forced displacement of a whole category of people who have 
been for far too long at the receiving end of harassment in 
their country. We cry halt! to this callous act of turning 
people overnight into political footballs. 

A t the beginning of this article I lamented the fact that it 

took too long for the Winterveld area to receive media atten
t ion. Perhaps there was nothing newsworthy about it. Perhaps 
our people are already saturated wi th horror stories. Perhaps 
we have become "dul l and insensate". Thank God, the 
Church has begun to do something in the Winterveld area. 
After a depressing visit to the area, I attended a meeting 
called by the Pretoria Council of Churches. Pastors, priests 
and ministers operating in this area were invited to the meet
ing for initial exploratory discussions over the situation. 
This was good; for the Church of Jesus Christ must involve 
herself in matters affecting the poor, the suffering and the 
sick. Victims of a sick society are the concern of the Church. 
Subsequently, as an attempt at bringing about some "inter
nal network" of communication, a workshop seminar for 
ministers was organised. A good turn-out f rom the African 
Independence Churches was noted. 

I am reminded, at this stage, of my visit to the Crossroads 
Squatter Camp earlier in the year. Here I saw the Church at 
work. Men and women had come together and directed all 
their energy toward the upl i f tment of their suffering fellow-
human beings. They were not bogged down in petty ideolo
gical or political bickerings. They responded on the human 
level to human needs. Perched on a bleak strip of sandy 
wasteland, Crossroads seemed to all intents and purposes 
doomed. The people of Cape Town had to work hard to 
save Crossroads. They mounted campaigns to publicise the 
plight of the people and thereby pushed up the "poli t ical 
cost" of demoli t ion. Thank God, Crossroads was a homo
geneous community moulded by fate and imbued wi th the 
Spirit of oneness. Outsiders found the necessary " infra
structure" to build on. The drabness, dullness and the apathy 
of the Winterveld situation emerged nowhere here. It was a 
vibrant community. Men took responsibility for law and 
order; w i th the result that the crime rate was kept very 
low. Women took prominent roles in communal social acti
vities. Some took to drama and depicted, in a poignant way, 
their life situation. They chose not to languish in silence but 
to make the most vehement protest against structural evil. 
The echo of this protest penetrated the farthest corners of 
the Earth. The devil himself was stopped in his tracks. 

People need proper housing; whether it be at the Winter
veld, Crossroads or Malukazi; whether or not they f ind them
selves in a wrong "preferential area" or in a "nationaT'state 
of some dubious origin. An uneasy calm prevails over the 
Winterveld area at the moment. Nobody seems to know why. 
According to tenants I spoke to it started at the height of 
harassment and prosecution when families were leaving 
in great numbers. Some were surprisingly stopped by men 
in uniform and told not to leave. It takes a super devil not 
to relent sometimes, somehow. It is a funny story indeed; 
but everything is funny in a society so widely divided 
against itself. 

Reports indicate that a number of families left for the 
Groblersdaal area which incidentally is being prepared for 
the Ndebele people. It wi l l probably become one of the 
"States" soon. Many have since trickled back into the 
Winterveld as a result of difficulties encountered at Gro
blersdaal. Some are said to have found new "Squatter" 
places outside Pretoria. 

The squatter problem is a legacy of the white man's 
policy in our country; a policy that discriminates in a 
brutal way, against black people and dooms them to a life 
of perpetual restlessness and misery. There is much talk 
about consolidation and fair distribution of land. Those 
who are familiar wi th the modern usage of innocent phrases 
wil l note that it all amounts to up-rooting of whole commu
nities of black people. The Winterveld people are casualties 
of policy as well as those at Crossroads, Malukazi, Glenmore, 
Kromsdraai and many other places. Rural and urban develop
ment is geared to and understood in terms of this policy; 
and the population needs are not, basically, prime determin
ants. • 
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MIGRANT KINGDOM: 
MZILIKAZI 'S NDEBELE IN SOUTH AFRICA. 

By R. Kent Rasmussen. 

(Rex Collings, London, David Philip, Cape Town, 1978. R16,50) 

Reviewed by P. J. Colenbrander 

Mzilikazi is — as he was in his own day, though for different 
reasons — an exceptional figure. For despite the all too pre
valent ignorance of many white South Africans about the 
historical achievements and experiences of their black com
patriots, the exploits of Mzilikazi kaMoshobane have been 
celebrated in several works and are, in consequence, fairly 
well known. His legacy is also discernible in the current 
troubles besetting Zimbabwe which attract so much of our 
attention, 

Born into the Khumalo lineage group during the twi l ight 
years of the eighteenth century, Mzilikazi became the 
vassal f irstly of the Ndwandwe leader Zwide, and later of 
the Zulu king Shaka. In 1821 he and about 300 of his fo l 
lowers fled f rom Zululand after defying the Zulu authori
ties over the allocation of cattle seized during a raid. 
Thereafter the Ndebele, as they came to be known, settled 
in a sequence of localities in the Transvaal before moving 
north across the Limpopo in 1939 after meeting wi th de
feat at the hands of the encroaching Voortrekkers. Their 
migrations were characterised by a high level of violence and 
disruption as they sought land, livestock, man — and indeed 
womanpower, and security f rom aggression. It is wi th the 
Transvaal phase of the Ndebele saga that this book chiefly 
concerns itself. 

Al l this is familiar enough so why, one may ask, has another 
work been wri t ten on the subject? Rasmussen himself pro
vides the answers. Firstly because of the importance of the 
Transvaal migrations especially as so many other people 
were affected, and because they left their imprint on subse
quent Ndebele history. Secondly because existing accounts 
are so studded wi th error and inaccuracy as to be worthless. 

And so, by means of careful analysis and reconstruction the 
author has set about refining and complementing our stock 
of knowledge of the relevant dates, events, places and per
sonages. In the process the historian is reminded of how vital 
it is to submit evidence, and particularly the oral evidence 
derived f rom a highly unsettled and f luid society, to close 
investigation. Nor is Migrant Kingdom simply a chronicle. 

The discussion of Mzilikazi's fateful underestimation of 
firearms is one of several interesting interpretative arguments 
put forward. 

Al l this is very commendable not least because errors of 
fact have in the past led to serious errors in interpretation 
about such important matters as the size, mil i tary potential 
and growth rate of the Ndebele state itself. And yet one 
comes away somewhat disappointed. Relatively l i tt le emerges 
about Mzilikazi and more attention should have been paid to 
ecological factors. The most fundamental weakness is Ras-
mussen's relative neglect of the underlying political and 
socioeconomic structures and forces in the emergent 
Ndebele state. Admit tedly his manuscript was apparently 
completed several years ago and, in part, its shortcomings 
highlight the dilemma of the writer of a major work of 
synthesis in a field as rapidly changing as African history. 
The foregoing criticisms also stem from the scarcity and very 
nature of the available evidence, though it is appropriate to 
observe here that the enormous resources of the Kiil ie 
Campbell Library should perhaps have been consulted. Not 
unexpectedly, the evidence at Rasmussen's disposal lays 
greater emphasis on memorable and extraordinary occurrences 
such as war and migration — which in all probability consumed 
less time and energy than did agricultural, domestic, com
mercial and governmental pursuits — and so gives rise to an 
unbalanced historical picture. Despite the author's aware
ness of this methodological problem, his narrow conceptual 
framework and excessively cautious approach to the histori
cal material serve only to perpetuate these distortions. A 
more imaginative use of evidence and of anthropological 
works on Nguni and other pre-capitalist societies would 
not only have enabled him to arrive at a more profound 
understanding of the Ndebele social formation, but also 
of the very wars and migrations which it is his stated pur
pose to set in clearer and more accurate perspective. 

Nonetheless this is a useful work providing as it does 
much of the detailed information required for further 
research into the history of the Ndebele and indeed the 
Mfecane. • 
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THE CONSTITUTIONAL PROPOSALS AND 

SOUTH AFRICAN STABILITY 

by Terence Beard 

In my previous article on the government's constitutional 
proposals, wri t ten against the background of the conference 
on Constitution and constitutional change in Maritzburg, in 
1978, I was content to confine myself to a consideration of 
Dr. Denis Worrall's defence of them and of the arguments 
which he employed in attempting to show that they implied 
a shift to consensus politics. My argument was litt le more 
than a refutation of Worrall pointing at the same time to the 
interna! inconsistencies of his argument. Only at the end did 
I mention the basic defect — the exclusion of Africans — a 
defect which I simply took for granted. I wish now to turn 
my attention to this basic defect and its implications. 

If we look at South Africa as it was before Transkeian 
independence, what was striking was the fact that the areas 
which were reserved for Africans, the so—called "homelands", 
were wi thout exception overpopulated, overstocked, 
underproductive, devoid of significant infrastructures, and 
unable to provide even for the subsistence of their respective 
populations. Only by exporting labour was it possible for 
the peoples of these areas to subsist. A t any one time at 
least 50% of the able—bodied men were away in the s o -
called " w h i t e " areas labouring to provide for their own 
subsistence and for that of their families left behind. Since 
the granting of independence to three of the "homelands" 
the picture has not altered in any significant way. Al l of 
the "homelands", independent or not, depend for their very 
existence upon the export of their labour and upon substan
tial capital grants from the South African government. With
out the system of migratory labour in South Africa the popu
lations of these areas would face starvation on a massive scale. 
The states as well as the remaining "homelands" are utterly 
dependent upon South Africa for survival of their peoples. 

The granting of independence to "homelands" far from en
abling their peoples access as of right to the material resources 
in the developed areas of South Africa, denies them such 
access except as foreign labourers wi thout rights and subject 
to the "good grace" of the South African government. The 
"homelands" policy involves the acceptance, or rather 
presumes the acceptance, on the part of Africans of the 
foregoing of any rights to the resources of the developed and 
industrialised areas of South Africa, areas which were deve
loped and could only have been developed wi th the large-
scale use of African labour as well as the skills, know-how 
and capital resources of those who possessed them, in this 
case, for largely historical reasons, mainly whites. The deve
lopment of South Africa was essentially a joint enterprise, 
and the "homelands" policy denies this by implication. 
The "homelands" policy also, of course, flies in the face of 
international law in denying people citizenship in the land 
of their bir th. In many cases people are deemed to be citi
zens of countries they have never even seen. 

Africans are being granted "self-government" and indepen
dence of a kind but wi thout the economic basis with which 
to provide even a tolerable standard of living wi th in the 
foreseeable future. And the bulk of their active labour forces, 
especially those sectors of their labour forces which are skilled 
or semi-skilled, instead of being employed in the building up 

of the "homeland" economies, are employed in " w h i t e " 
South Africa, contributing to the further development of 
the South African economy and receiving in return minimal 
wages. In other words, they are devoting their energies to 
building up what is in terms of South African law to them 
a foreign state, rather than their own. 

This is a result of policies which they have been permitted 
to play no part in formulating, policies which have been 
unilaterally imposed from above by the South African 
government. In no case has there been a referendum in 
which "homeland" populations have been offered an oppor
tuni ty to indicate their preferences and been able to choose 
between independence and any of the possible alternatives. 
At no stage have the arguments for and against, and the 
implications of, independence ever been clearly articulated 
and made known. 

lyitthew Arnold once wrote: 

" I f experience has established one thing in this wor ld, it has 
established this: that it is well for any great class and descrip
tion of men in society to be able to say for itself what it 
wants and not to have other classes, the so-called educated 
classes acting for it as proctors, and supposed to understand its 
wants and provide for them. A class may often itself not 
either ful ly understand its wants or adequately express them; 
but it has a nearer interest and a more sure diligence in the 
matter than any of its proctors and therefore a better chance 
of success." 

One might ask who the beneficiaries of "homelands" policy 
are? Firstly they are the proctors, "wh i t e " South Africa, and 
secondly the new political elites in the "homelands" together 
with a small number of subsidised new entrepreneurs. Bene
fits to the rest of the populations are marginal and are far 
outweighed by the losses. 

Again one might ask what are the implications of granting 
" f u l l " local government powers to towns such as Soweto, 
noting that such powers are to be consistent with the 
"homelands" policy and not to be seen as an integral part 
of the South African poli ty along with existing munici
palities? Are the denizens of these towns and townships 
likely to be satisfied with such minimal powers, where 
the sources of taxation do not include any significant 
parts of the commercial and industrial sectors in which 
they are employed? The policy seems designed to exclude 
all major sources of revenue. Sowetans are not being asked 
what their opinions are; the government has decided to 
create municipalities unilaterally, although of course the 
recent history of Soweto has apparently influenced 
government policy. 

The disparity in wealth and development between "wh i t e " 
South Africa and the "homelands" areas, independent or 
otherwise, is likely to grow. And the greater this disparity 
becomes the greater discontent is likely to be. 

Prime Minister Botha's declared intention to consolidate the 
"homelands" and to go beyond the limits prescribed by the 
1936 Land Act has perhaps given some people cause for 
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optimism. But no consolidation which retains the developed 
and industrialised areas of South Africa purely in "whi te ! ' 
hands can be more than ameliorative. The argument that 
apartheid is viable because it is acceptable to whites, while 
a common society is not because whites wi l l never agree to 
a redistribution of power and wealth is a false argument, for 
whites are even less likely to agree to developed parts of 
South Africa being included in "homelands" than they are 
to sharing wi th in a common political and economic frame
work. The only conditions under which "homelands" policy 
has a remote chance of long term survival are if the developed 
areas and areas wi th natural resources such as coal are divided 
up among the various states which are being created. And is 
there even the remotest possibility of this being acceptable 
to whites? Present day policy is predicated upon the 
assumption that " w h i t e " South Africa is and will continue 
to be developed South Africa. 

While I have pointed to the complete economic dependence ot 
"homelands" upon " w h i t e " South Africa, it is also true that 
the latter are dependent for their prosperity upon an adequate 
supply of African Labour. The migratory labour system has 
over the years become an integral part of the South African 
economic system, and the "homelands" policy entrenches it 
by defining all African labourers as citizens of "homelands". 
An implication of this is that as the disparity in economic 
wealth between blacks and whites grows, so wil l the sense 
of relative economic deprivation among blacks, and this is 
bound to have political implications over time. 

Added to this is the fact that "homelands" will not receive 
international recognition, which can only add to feelings 
of deprivation, anomie and discontent, It is hard indeed to 
see the "homelands" policy as contributing to peace and 
contentment in South Africa and therefore as a viable policy 
in the long run. Indeed it can be seen as creating deep cleav-

GLENMORE 
by Michael Whisson 

HISTORICAL BACKGROUND 

"Grand Apartheid" — the policy of residential and political 
segregation developed under Dr. Verwoerd — involved the 
consolidation of the African reserves, their constitutional 
evolution into autonomous states and the removal f rom 
" w h i t e " South Africa of all Africans other than those re
quired as employees in white controlled enterprises. 

These goals, while apparently consistent, involved delicate 
timing if they were not to involve conflicts and contradic
tions. As the reserves (homelands or black states) advanced 
constitutionally, the credibil ity of their leaders depended 
in part upon their abil ity to resist "dumping wi thout 
development" — the enforced removal of perhaps two mil
lion people from their homes in " w h i t e " South Africa and 
their re-location in the reserves. Since the majority of those 
being re-located were children, unemployed or unemploy
able men, women and the aged, development was retarded 
by dumping, even when development capital was available. 

One "so lu t ion" to this problem was the construction of 
large towns on the edge of the reserves, on land appropriated 
by the S.A. government for incorporation into the black 
states in ful f i lment of the 1936 Native Trust and Land Act. 
Another "so lu t ion" — possible in Durban but not in Port 
Elizabeth — was the incorporation of existing townships into 
the adjacent reserve. 

ages between various sectors of the populat ion, and so as 
contributing to disharmony; making a viable solution to 
our problems all the more di f f icul t to secure. Stabil i ty 
depends largely upon defusing inter-group confl ict, and 
policies of divide and rule are frequently policies not only 
w i t h diminishing returns but creative of disruption and insta
bi l i ty . 
Looking at the constitutional proposals and Prime Minister 
Botha's ideas of a "constel lat ion" of Southern African states 
against this background, the former are seen to constitute 
l i tt le more than tinkering wi th in a context which has litt le 
relevance to our real problems. It seems to be a case of 
" t inker ing" while Rome burns7! And as for the latter, given 
the dependence of "homelands" upon " w h i t e " South Afr ica, 
the notion of a constellation can only be a misdescription. 
The term planetary system would be much more apt; a 
planetary system in which the "b lack" states would be seen 
as planets revolving around a " w h i t e " sun. 

A few years ago I was a signatory to the SPROCAS political 
report, a report which I somewhat reluctantly signed, for I 
signed it only after persuading myself that it could be seen 
as proposing at least a first step in the direction of loosen
ing up the rigid system which we now have, changes which 
could open up the possibilities of further and later moves 
towards the creation of a common society. Edgar Brookes 
refused to append his signature because he presumably 
was unable to see it in this light and because of his belief 
in a common society. I like to see this as a disagreement 
over means, for if there is one matter upon which I 
agreed wi th Edgar Brookes, with his great experience, 
knowledge and prescience, it was the f i rm belief that only 
a common society wil l enable South Africa to defuse con
f l ict and begin to move in the direction of a. working 
democracy based upon equality and a fair destribution of 
wealth. • 

In the Eastern Cape, the Great Fish River had achieved sym
bolic significance as the boundary between black and white. 
Nevertheless, the idea developed that a border city of up to 
200,000 might be built at Committees Dri f t on the western 
side of the Great Fish River. The city could accommodate 
most of the "Ciskeians" west of the Great Fish — other than 
those whose labour was required elsewhere. The scale of this 
undertaking was so vast that even the planners quailed — and 
its incorporation into the Ciskei would have constituted a 
breach of the legendry great divide. 

Meanwhile the Administration Boards were established to 
carry out government policy and meet the needs of employ
ers more efficiently than had been done by the various local 
government bodies in the past. The Boards took their cues 
from the Department of Bantu Affairs/Plural Relations/Co
operation and Development, but as "agents" of the Depart
ment often exercised substantial discretion and virtual 
autonomy in delegated areas. 

In the Eastern Cape the policy of not expanding African 
townships wi th in 30 miles (48 km.) of the reserves was 
leading to appalling over-crowding in towns such as Grahams-
town. The implementation of the 1954 Native Trust and 
Land Amendment Act exacerbated the problem as farmers 
were encouraged or compelled to evict "unproduct ive" 
blacks from their farms, which were inspected by officials 
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of the Administration Board. "Squat t ing" became more 
serious than ever before as refugees f rom the farms sought 
homes for themselves in peri-urban areas offering some 
hope of employment. 

The Administration Board endeavoured to promote the 
development of Port Alfred Location and a new black 
township near Kenton-on-Sea, but was frustrated or deterred 
by local white opposition and red tape. It then turned its 
attention in conformity wi th the classical Verwcerdian 
pol icy, to the development of a town on the borders of the 
Ciskei which could be fi l led wi th re-located people and then 
handed over to the Ciskei — wi thout any means of sustaining 
itself economically. 

Glenmore, a farm located in a bend on the eastern side of the 
Great Fish, seemed ideal. It was large enough to accommodate 
30,000 people in 5,000 houses, wi th adequate land for services 
and a small area suitable for irrigated agriculture. To counter 
the vociferous critics of "dumping" , the Board plan called 
for four-roomed brick houses wi th asbestos roofs, interior 
water and flush toilets, electricity f rom the nearby ESCOM 
cable and appropriate services. The cost would be R26 mil
l ion, spent over five years, and the labour force required for 
the construction would come from a vanguard of 500 fami
lies brought into a temporary township buil t on land 
eventually scheduled for agricultural development. It seems 
unlikely that the scheme was sanctioned by those ult imately 
responsible for f inding the capital required. 

THE REMOVALS 

Five hundred families wil l ing to move to Glenmore were not 
easy to f ind, and the softening of government policy required 
that the people be moved "voluntar i ly" . A t Kl ipfontein, 
near Kenton-on-Sea, several hundred families had congregated, 
most coming from farms in the region f rom which they had 
fled or been evicted under the Native Trust and Land Amend
ment Act. They had chosen Klipfontein as there was land to 
cultivate vegetables there, some employment on a part-time 
and temporary basis was available in the area and it was 
believed that a township might be buil t there. Those who 
were in full-t ime registered employment were advised to go 
to Kenton's twenty year old " temporary" township, the 
rest were served wi th eviction notices. With the eviction 
notices the officials brought invitations to the people to go 
to Glenmore. A party of people was taken to Glenmore and 
to the developed agricultural settlement at Tyefu to show 
them what sort of offer and opportunity they were being 
given. They were not told that no plans existed to make 
Glenmore an agricultural settlement but only a town. 

The initial eviction orders were largely illegal and success
ful ly challenged through the courts. They were also brought 
to the attention of a sympathetic employer who alerted the 
press. A meeting at Grahamstown of concerned people re
solved to help fight the forced removals; to seek material 
assistance for those who were moved and who were in need 
of food, and to assist the people in whatever ways possible 
to generate income for themselves. 

Despite the efforts made through the courts, the people 
could not resist new eviction orders and rather than walk, 
they knew not where, agreed to go to Glenmore. The court 
action, press publicity and representations made to the 
Minister were effective in mobilising public opinion and prob
ably stemmed the tide of removals in the region. The pres
ence of a sympathetic Minister was probably the most signi
ficant of those three factors. 

GLENMORE 

So they came to Glenmore — some 250 families from Klip
fontein and about the same number from Coega, Colchester 
and other smaller settlements between the Great Fish River 
and Port Elizabeth. Each family was given a three roomed 
wooden shed (each room about 3m square) lined wi th chic

ken wire to facilitate the adhesion of mud or cement plas
ter. The roofs were asbestos, each 10m x 20m plot had a 
bucket lavatory, taps were located at 80m intervals down 
the dir t roads, a sturdy shop, a clinic and a temporary school 
building were soon operational. The people were given mea-
lie meal, milk powder, soup and salt on arrival — enough to 
feed them for no more than a week. 

The overwhelming issue was that of hunger — the point at 
which poverty bites hardest and most often. The elders who 
had led the resistance to the removals in the first place went 
to see the P.F.P. parliamentarian responsible for the Eastern 
Cape. Having described the process of removal and the con
ditions at Glenmore they concluded, "And sir, there is one 
more thing — we are very hungry". 

Those words were conveyed to World Vision, a Christian 
organisation which raises funds for feeding and development 
schemes world wide. The message from the elders was back
ed up by figures collected by two anthropologists in Glen
more, which showed that many families had no cash income 
at all, while the average income in twenty-five of the poorer 
families had fallen f rom R62 per month to R27 per month 
as a result of the move. Those who had brought livestock 
had suffered losses due to the presence of noxious weeds 
unknown at the coast. The response of World Vision was to 
guarantee R4 500 for one month's feeding, later extended 
to R9 000 over two months. With local subscriptions and 
other donations it proved possible to maintain the feeding 
programme for ten weeks f rom mid-June to the end of 
August. 

THE FEEDING SCHEME 

One volunteer in Grahamstown organised the purchase of 
R1 000 food each week — mealie meal, milk powder, soup, 
beans and vegetables. The quantities were readily divisible 
into two hundred lots and packed accordingly. Thus one 
load might include 400 x 2,5 kg. bags meal; 200 x 500 gm. 
milk powder; 1 000 x 500 gm. soup; 400 x 200 gm. beans; 
40 pockets oranges; 200 pumpkins; 200 cabbages. A fruit
erer volunteered his services to buy vegetables in Grahams
town market and assemble them for the transport. The 
supplier of the dry goods gave the use of his vehicle to 
deliver at a nominal rate. The load of food, together wi th 
donations of clothing was assembled in Grahamstown and 
delivered each Friday morning. Some problems were ex
perienced wi th out-of-town suppliers and on two occasions 
wi th appalling road conditions, but the load always got 
through. 

Meanwhile the elders formed a small committee which 
included two literate young women. They visited every 
home in the settlement and noted its composition (adults 
and children) and its material needs. 200 tickets were then 
given to the most needy householders who were asked to 
come to the house of one of the elders on the fol lowing 
Friday. When the truck arrived it was unloaded and the 
goods divided into 200 parcels. Each ticketholder gave in 
her ticket and was market off in the register which the 
committee kept, received her " ra t i on " and went home. 
To spread the food as fairly as possible, and to maintain 
harmony in the community 409/520 families received food 
over the period of the scheme. The others were either ful ly 
employed or had adequate incomes from pensions and remit
tances. 

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT 

The effectiveness of the elders in finding resources and their 
fairness in distributing them were instrumental in the deve
lopment of the community and led to many spin-offs. The 
weekly truck was utilised for the delivery of clothes and 
blankets, to carry messages and messengers, and to bring 
the occasional person back to Grahamstown. It thus became 
a key communication link as well as, quite literally, a life-
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line. The residents committee collected the names and essen
tial details of pensioners whose payment was still being 
made at their previous homes. These both they and the 
Grahamstown group (Glenmore Act ion Group) forwarded 
to the relevant commissioner. They made a work-seekers 
register to augment that of the Manager when adminis
trators spread a story that rations were making them work-
shy. They organished two hundred children under 5 years 
old to come to be weighed and measured and arranged that 
those grossly malnourished should be taken to the clinic. 
They assisted people in putting their requests to the com
missioner in wr i t ing, so that the record of petitions could be 
kept straight. They encouraged people to grow what they 
for more land to cultivate. They encouraged the develop
ment of the basket weaving at which some were highly 
skilled but unable to get the right grasses at Glenmore. 
The Parent—Teachers Association formed around the seven 
teachers and 500 children was described by the regional 
inspector as being the best in his region. 

The vigour and initiative shown by the committee might 
seem remarkable in a community of "discarded people" 
but to those of us involved it made good sociological and 
spiritual sense. First, by obtaining resources and distribu
ting them, the leaders gained credibil ity in the community, 
and wi th credibi l i ty, authori ty. They rose from being 
brokers between their followers and the power holders into 
patrons in command of resources. Second, the people receiveo 
vitamin and protein in their rations — inadequate perhaps, 
but enough to save them from the inertia of exhaustion. 
Thi rd, the people believed — with evidence — that their 
friends in Grahamstown might really move the authori
ties who governed their lives, so that they were sustained 
by hope. Finally, they were aware of a vigorous spiritual 
concern — the prayers and efforts of committed Christians 
in various parts of South Africa. 

But the essential problems remained — poverty and hunger. 
Unti l the grandiose scheme was abandoned, the Administra
t ion Board employed about 40 people full-t ime at R70 — 
R100 per month, 160 people part-time at not more than 
R40 per month and some migrants as night-watchmen in 
Port Elizabeth. Up to 70 women were employed picking 
brussel sprouts at 2c per kilo — providing them wi th a mid
day meal of samp and bean soup and a cash income of be
tween 40c and R1,80 per ten hour back-breaking day in the 
wet fields. Some 200 people received pensions and grants of 
R49 every two months. 

OFFICIAL REACTION 

From the outset the Glenmore Act ion Group kept the vari
ous officials ful ly informed and made the needs of the com 
munity known to them. The officials of the Administration 
Board were unhelpful and in some cases positively hostile 
as they spread stories calculated to minimise the worthiness 
of the people's cause — that adequate food was available; t 
the people were work-shy because of the feeding scheme; 
that they had moved voluntarily because they knew they 
would be better off at Glenmore; that they were all unem
ployed and destitute before going to Glenmore. Countering 
the mis-information which was f lowing up to the Chief Con 
missioner and to the Department of Co-operation and Deve 
lopment demanded much time and energy on the part of th 
Act ion Group, but through the timely assistance of strategi 
cally placed friends, it was done. 

By the end of August 1979 the Chief Commissioner had 
instituted a rationally based feeding programme to replace 
the system whereby each individual had to make a case for 
each ration, was then given a warrant which was exchanged 
for a ration at the nearest shop, and had to re-apply at the 
end of the month when the food was exhausted. It was agre 
that an estimate would be made for the community as a 
whole, the food bought in bulk and distributed more effi
ciently on the basis of established need. 

THE END OF THE STORY? 

The final fate of the 3,000 residents remained unclear. It 
was suggested that they might be shifted once more — to 
Peddie or into the Ciskei. St was suggested that the farm be 
developed for labour intensive irrigated agriculture, that a 
peppermint farm and distillery be established, that a pricklv 
pear liqueur become the Glenmore industry. 

Whatever happens, we hope and pray that Glenmore wi l l 
mark the turn of the tide in South African geo-politics — 
that f rom now on people wi l l be treated as human beings 
and not as labour units and superfluous appendages. The 
implications of such a shift of perspective in the highest 
councils of the land are almost beyond our imagination. As 
far as possible we shall continue to monitor the history of 
Glenmore, just as others wil l monitor the history of Cross
roads and its people. Vigilance must, and w i l l , remain our 
watchword. • 

THE ROLE OF FUBA IN THE COUNTRY: 
by Sipho Sepamla 

FUBA (The Federated Union of Black Arts) came into being 
on the 29th October 1978. Artists in the field of music, 
drama, creative wri t ing, visual arts and photography called 
into existence this very useful organisation. The overwhelm
ing cry then was for the righting of wrongs done to the artist. 
What bothered the artist was the rampant exploitation of his 
services wi thout due regard to his talents. It seemed there was 
an undisguised, an unashamedly calculated agreement among 
ail promoters and sponsors to get out of the artist something 
wi thout putting anything back into his being. The cry was 
simply this; ENOUGH! 

The constitution of FUBA lays down as objectives, among 
others, these points; 
1) to amalgamate artists or groups under one umbrella; 

2) to develop the talents of artists; 
3) to promote and protect the interests of artists; 
4) to foster public interest in the arts and 
5) to establish art centres throughout the country for the 

promotion of the artist and his work. Admit tedly these 
are ambitious objectives but they are so basic to the contin
ued existence of the artist's work that we are agreed to work 
toward their attainment. Given our South African situation 
we've had to work out our priorities in a realistic fashion. 

The artist has accepted the discriminatory nature ot the 
S.A. Society. This has meant the path to his goals would be 
harder. And yet nothing is impossible given the energy and 
wil l to survive. Basic to our complaint against the country's 
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system was the idea of being led, being thought for at every 
turn. Over the years this has meant a distortion of our per
sonality. FUBA believes it can contribute something toward 
the return, to the artist, of his sense of self-awareness. We 
think once the artist is aware of his skills and shortcomings, 
strengths and weaknesses he wi l l be a long way toward the 
elimination of self-destruction; He wil l know what exploi
tation is and how to deal wi th it under its different guises. 
We believe the artist needs encouragement so that he can 
step out positively on the road to self-fulfilment or actuali
zation. It has to be remembered that the black man has been 
bombarded wi th all sorts of self-demeaning suggestions over 
the years. To stand tall he needs to eradicate these influences 
and we believe we can help him achieve this by having him 
take decisions in the direction and course of his artistic 
development. It is for this reason FUBA is run by a manage
ment council which is all black. Bearing in mind certain 
pressures resulting f rom the S.A. condit ion other commit
tees which contribute a lot to the success of the organisa
t ion are mixed. This love and hate arrangement is not so 
much a reflection on the black people's dilemma but on 
the sick society of this country. As human beings we hope 
there'll come a time when the present structure wi l l not be 
dictated by expedience but mere merit. 

One would have thought FUBA entered the scene in a blaz
ing fire of welcome. For a short while it did but it soon ran 
between two red-hot cauldrons. On the one side was dissatis
faction wi th the mixed nature of its Trustees while on the 
other the security police put it under microscopic scrutiny. 
We have welcomed this baptismal by-fire. We have nothing 
to fear, nothing to hide. We think we're on the only realistic 
path given the circumstances that govern our lives. We'mean 
to succeed. Not by hook or crook but guided by a deep sense 
of purposefulness and honesty. 

In the meantime we f ind our problems are those common 
to a young organisation like ours. We lack money and mate
rial to forge ahead. There is a lot of interest in what we are 
doing f rom both black and white members of our society. 
We are gratified by this. But man can't live by bread alone, 

so goes the saying. We need rete assistance. We went 
about looking for donations. :' wnere to look if not 
first at home? That meant goi» i to whitey. We are being 
criticised for taking money from those wil l ing to give it 
wi thout strings attached. We've found this cynicism a 
litt le distressing. It seems illogical for people who depend, 
through circumstances not of their choice, on whitey to 
criticise others for taking money from him. We are told 
we give credibil ity to the exploiter. When we ask for alter
native sources of funding mouths clamp. Meantime we have 
to buy pencils, brushes, paint, paper, musical instruments 
and other items. Moral support does not win the business-
mans' goods but hard cash does. So much for that. 

While we operate in Johannesburg only at the moment, 
the intention is to have FUBA become a national body. 
But because the arts are a cash-intense body, we cannot be 
expected to go national overnight. What we have been doing 
in the meantime was to make contact wi th artists in the vari
ous centres. It seems the better strategy is to encourage artists 
in the various centres, to forge links wi th o r another and 
try to attend to priorities according to loc 'ictctes. We 
hope to be able to funnel funds to other cU . K,tes a* soon as 
this becomes feasible. Modest beginnings seem to have the 
greater chance of success. We may look like tortoises but we 
are confident to get to the winning post. FUBA wishes to 
establish an endowment fund together wi th a risk fund. The 
one wi l l guarantee long life for the organisation and provide 
seeding funds for groups affiliated to the organisation. It is 
suggested that the risk fund could be available to affiliates 
needing sponsorship. 

We are acutely aware that we may be.dream-walking. But 
life is made of stuff such as dreams. We do not want to re
sign ourselves to despair. People are living here, we think, and 
it is the duty of those wi th some talent to share it wi th the 
others. FUBA is the embodiment of the new spirit in the 
arts. Gone are the days of the Black Creator pandering to 
the tastes of others. We need to stamp pur true personality 
on what is created. And that has to be done wi thout apo
logy or excuse. FUBA exists to monitor and give encour
agement to all that is worthy in the life of the artist. 
A M E N . D 

For further information contact FUBA, P.O. Box 4202, Johannesburg 2000. 

REVIEW OF ALLAN BOESAK: DIE VINGER 
VAN GOD. PREKE OOR GELOOF EN DIE 
POLITIEK 
(JOHANNESBURG: RAVAN PRESS, 1979, 83pp.) 

by Martin Prozesky 

For the time being anyway, Afrikaans is the language of the 
main political power in South Africa. But, so far as I am 
aware, it has hitherto not been a language of sustained pro
phetic power in governing circles, though that is not the 
fault of the prophets. In the hearing of the mighty it has thus 
not yet developed its promise as the instrument of a southern 
Nathan or Amos, measuring society with the yardstick of 
Yahweh's blazing justice. Nor, for that matter, of a latter-
day platteland carpenter who sees love in the grain of things 
and leaves cedar and oak to reshape human lives. 

Perhaps the South African rescue package wil l consist mainly 
in this little-used but highly potent remedy : a sustained Afr i 
kaans prophetic word. We have already heard it a few times. 
And now in Allan Boesak's litt le book of Afrikaans sermons 
we hear it again, strongly, blunt ly, clearly. 

Such is the broad context I would see for Dr. Boesak's prea
ching, wi th its theme that a sermon is not a litany of unctu
ous pieties but a direct application of Christ's saving message 
to the concrete realities of South African life, above all 
apartheid. And in a sinful situation, a saving message must 
mean judgement or it cannot mean renewal. That is the 
essence of prophetic religion. 

Dr. Boesak's theme is made clear in the essay under the tit le 
"Relevant Preaching in a black si tuat ion" wi th which the 
collection begins. In it the author declares Christian preach
ing to be in a crisis caused by various factors, notably the 
rejection by oppressed people of pietistic, pie-in-the-sky reli
gion but also the anxiety of preachers to speak out. To 
preach relevantly in South Africa is to walk blindfolded 
through a minef ie ld" writes Dr Boesak. And yet the preacher 
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must challenge the iniquities around him, and politics has no 
immunity from this challenge. No less an authority than 
Calvin is cited (at second hand) as having ful ly endorsed the 
principle involved. 

The twelve sermons that fol low develop this theme of poli
tically relevant preaching. Originally given to student con
gregations in the Western Cape, they nonetheless ful ly de
serve the wider audience made possible by the printed version 
despite Dr. Boesak's modest reservations. In particular they 
need to be read where political muscle has yet to be chastened 
by a prophetic conscience. Some of the sermons respond to 
major recent events: Soweto, Biko, the Information scandal 
and SACLA. Others probe various aspects of the gospel in 
relation to contemporary society. Throughout the message 
is clear : apartheid is incompatible wi th that gospel. And 
at times the language is very telling indeed. 

Some examples: " I n South Africa God is white and votes 
Nationalist" (p 31). 

"The resurrection community simply cannot excuse the gross 
exploitation of people by a vulture-like economic system as 
"our defective w o r l d " and then do nothing " (p.48). 
Regarding the Information affair he says, " What we see 
here is the beginning of God's judgement on people who 
have long been trampling on his righteousness (p 83). 

Five years ago, I shared wi th Dr de Gruchy, the synopsis 
of a thesis S was about to begin on Church State relations in 
South Africa. I proposed to review all the major developments 
in Church State relations of the South African Churches 
f rom their beginnings to the present day. The principle 
emphasis would be upon the period since 1948, but I 
believed I would need to have a good knowledge of the im
portant historical antecedents that had influenced church 
attitudes on this matter. For instance, in the case of my 
own church, the Church of the Province of South Africa-
reaction to the Colenso Controversy had resulted in a consti
tut ion of the church whol ly independent of the State, care
ful to avoid any hint of establishment. The reactions of my 
supervisors was unanimous, that whilst the comprehensive
ness for my proposal was commendable there was enough 
material there for at least five doctoral theses. If my subject 
were to be accepted by the Senate, I would have to narrow it 
down to a limited period, and indeed consider whether it ought 
not also to be limited to one church. My initial reluctance to 
accept this advice was eventually overcome by the over
whelming burden of the research involved. I eventually 
reduced my subject to "The role of the Church of the Pro
vince of South Africa in Church State relations during the 
Archepiscopate of Geoffrey Clayton 1948—57 and Joost de 
Blank (1958-1963) . That runs to two volumes of 20 
chapters each. 

I mention my own painstaking experience at some length 
precisely because I see Dr de Gruchy attempting in this 
book the impossible task that I had myself originally ern-

Charismatics wi l l f ind food for thought, not to say heart
burn, in Dr. Boesak's Pentecost sermon, which declares the 
real miracle of that occasion to be a clear utterance of the 
gospel so that all could understand it. (p.37). And there is 
a reminder that "reconcil iation is not holding a "mul t i rac ia l " 
SACLA congress where we suspend apartheid for a month 
and behave right fraternally " in the Spir i t " , only to go back 
home to a separate and separated life-style. " (p.61). 

Kinship wi th an ancient Israel harried by the uncircumcised 
in its trek to the promised land has at times been claimed by 
Afrikaans churchmen and others. Now the question is this, 
wil l South Africa be favoured by a continued parallel? 
Or wi l l the Bible be shut once Joshua goes and the prophet 
Nathan comes? For Israel's greatness lay not in surviving a 
Goliath but in cultivating, painfully but nobly, a capacity 
for moral purif ication by standards far transcending those of 
narrow, sectional interest. To give an example : King David 
is not great because he smote the Philistines but because he 
smote his own breast in humble penitence after Nathan 
rebuked him to his face over the wicked Bathsheba affair. 
As a result the moral prophet becomes a major feature of 
Israel's life — and Israel becomes a light to the nations. For 
it lies in the nature of spiritual reality that the shameless 
shall know neither growth nor glory. Happy this country if 
its dominant tribe indeed resembles Israel as Nathan comes. • 

barked on five years ago. His book The Church Struggle in 
South Africa derives f rom a series of five lectures delivered 
in the United States in 1977. Each lecture has been expand
ed into an extended essay to make up the five wide-ranging 
chapters of this book. Dr de Gruchy acknowledges that 
though the lectures were prepared for North American 
audiences, the book is addressed as much to his fellow South 
Africans as to those elsewhere. In this he succeeds. He avoids 
those explanatory comments which South Africans would 
f ind redundant, but also provides for the English-speaking 
reader essential background information about the Af r i 
kaans-speaking churches. 

The first chapter on "Historical Origins" sets the ecclesi
astical scene for the assumption of the church struggle in 
1948. In 52 well documented pages Dr de Gruchy makes 
a panoramic sweep through the history of the Afrikaans, 
English and Black churches. It is a tour de force, that by its 
very nature could achieve only the most superficial 
sketch of the principal developments of 150 years of South 
African Church history. And yet despite the inevitable 
criticism which one must level here of skating so swiftly 
over such huge areas of church history, this chapter provides 
a perceptive analysis of historical origins and does succeed 
in giving that panoramic view of the South African Church 
situation so essential to understanding the main subject of 
the book, the Church Struggle in South Africa since 1948. 
As an introduction to a book of this k ind, or to a series of 
lectures, it is exemplary. 

My serious criticisms are reserved for Chapter Two "Apart-

THE CHURCH STRUGGLE IN 

SOUTH AFRICA 
(Published by David Philip) 

A review of John de Gruchy's recent book by Bob Clarke 
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heid and the Churches" in which Dr de Gruchy attempts to 
trace the course of the church struggle wi th the Fort Hare 
Consultation on Christian Reconstruction of 1942 as the 
starting point, and the Catholic Bishops Call to Conscience 
of 1972 and the FELCSA Appeal to Lutheran Christians in 
South Africa of 1975 as the cut-off point. Whilst one can 
see what Dr de Gruchy is trying to do: to provide an over
view of what each major denomination has stood for in rela
t ion to the apartheid issue, his omissions are so blatant and 
so extensive as to discredit this chapter altogether as respon
sible scholarship. I cannot understand how any book which 
purports to discuss the church struggle in South Afr ica, can 
make no reference whatsoever to Bishop Clayton's Church 
and Nation Report of 1944, Michael Scott, and the Church's 
response to the compulsory takeover of Mission Schools un
der the terms of the Bantu Education Act of 1953. Incredibly 
Bishop Reeves is not mentioned at all, nor is his deportation 
nor that of four other Anglican Bishops nor is Dr Arthur 
Blaxall. The briefest of reference is made to Father Trevor 
Huddleston. Nor was Geoffrey Clayton Bishop of Johannesburg 
in 1956 as is stated on page 60. No mention is made of the 
Freedom Charter, the Treason Trial , nor of the Treason Trial 
Defence Fund, nor of Canon John Collins. No attempt is 
made to assess the role and effectiveness of overseas pressure 
groups. He scarcely does justice to the significance of the 
churches resistance to the Church Clause Legislation of 
1957. No mention is made of the important multiracial con
ference held in the Great Hall of the University of the Wit-
watersrand in 1957 organised by IDAMASA. With the 
assistance of Dr Luckhoff 's recently published doctoral 
thesis on the Cottesloe Consultation of 1960, he does deal 
more ful ly wi th this deeply important turning point in 
South Africa's Church-State and Ecumenical relations. 
However he neglects to mention the significant role of Dr 
Visser T 'Hoof t , beginning wi th his visit to South Africa in 
1952, and his patient correspondence wi th Afrikaans leaders, 
notably Ds. Brink, Moderator of the NGK (Transvaal) 
Although the series of conferences promoted in the 1950's 
by the Afrikaans Churches in 1950, 1953, 1954, etc. are 
mentioned it is surprising that the names of Fred van Wyk, 
and Ds Reyneke receive no mention, for the work of the 
Continuation Committee wi th van Wyk as Secretary laid 
the essential foundation for planning of the Cottesloe Con
sultation. One redeeming feature of this chapter is the dis
cussion pp 91—97 on what Dr de Gruchy describes as 
" the chasm that exists between the prophetic utterances of 
church courts and the attitudes and actions of church mem
bers". He perceptively observes that the "credibi l i ty gap" is 
only half-true because the majority of the members and con
gregations are black and not white., the gap is really between 
the synods and leadership on the one hand, and some white 
congregations and many white members on the other. This 
does not deny white support f rom their membership, 
"although one suspects that one reason why schism has not 
happened is simply the knowledge from past experience that 
resolutions are seldom implemented anyway" (p 93). 
Dr de Gruchy throws down a stiff and justified chal
lenge to the so-called multiracial churches to practise what 
they preach. 

The contributions of the Roman Catholic and Lutheran 
Churches are dealt wi th in five slight pages at the end of 
Chapter Two. Whilst it is indeed true in the early period 
since the formation of an hierarchy in 1952 "that the 
Roman Catholic Church's witness was far more diplomatic 
in its relation to the State than the other English-speaking 
churches" (p 97) this is certainly not true of the period 
since Vatican I I . But this bland assertion is left unsub
stantiated either by example or facts. An analysis of the Pas
toral Letters issued by the South African Catholic Bishops 
Conference from the formation of the heirarchy in 1952 
would reveal a most remarkable development f rom initial 
attitudes of extreme caution in 1952, when Bishops t imidly 
discussed their right to make pronouncements on public 
issues, to more recent statements that have been argued wi th 

cogency and courage which are comparable to the boldness 
and authority wi th which Archbishop Clayton addressed 
state authority in the 1950's. It is certainly not possible 
wi th in the span of three brief pages to do justice to the 
Roman Catholic Church's contr ibut ion. The same criticism 
is true of the attempt to deal wi th the Lutheran Church in 
two pages. Though admittedly the Lutherans have made a 
late entry in the witness against apartheid, and this entry 
dates very much from the pioneering work of Dr Hans 
Florin's publication 'Lutherans in South Afr ica' (1967) 
which is mentioned in the bibliography, it is an insult to_ 
the seriousness wi th which Lutherans have been grappling 
wi th this problem, to dismiss them in just two pages. 

Whether these omissions are due to censorship, or to Dr de 
Gruchy's ignorance of the period 1942 — 1965 or merely to 
oversight, this chapter represents the most serious weakness 
of his work. It is perhaps because, in a period where l i t t le" 
original research has been completed, he relies almost en
tirely on published sources. The omissions are inexcusable, 
for even wi thout expecting Dr De Gruchy to have done 
some original research, biographies have already appeared on 
Clayton, Reeves, de Blank and Collins and autobiographies 

of Scott, Dr Blaxall and Bishop Winter. Although brief men
tion is made of the work of the Revd Basil Brown as Secret
ary of the Christian Council in the years 1961 — 1966, it is 
surprising that Dr de Gruchy, a fellow Congregationalist, 
should seem to have no acquaintance wi th the Christian 
Council's Act ion Committee which based in Cape Town 
under Basil Brown's leadership valiantly took up issue 
after issue wi th the Verwoerd government. Nor does Dr de 
Gruchy appear to be aware of the deeply significant consul
tation organised by the World Council of Churches at the 
Mindolo Centre near Kitwe in Zambia in 1964, at which 
the Christian debate now turned to the question of vio
lence'. Prof. Z.K. Mathews gave a paper entitled "The 
road from non-violence to violence". Dr Visser T 'Hoof t in a 
paper attributed anonymously to " A Theologian" pointed 
out how the Reformation had long before established the 
principle of the just revolution. Among the South Africans 
present were Dr Edgar Brookes and Bishop Bill Burnett. 
Professor Pont of the Nederduitze Hervormde Kerk made 
certain false allegations about this consultation and in 1966 
a civil action set the record straight. It is again astonishing 
that neither of these vitally important events are mentioned. 
If my criticisms of Chapter Two have been damning, I 
would like to encourage readers to buy the book for the 
sake of Chapters 3, 4 and 5. Dr de Gruchy seems to stand 
on much firmer ground once he begins to deal wi th events 
after 1968. From 1968 — 1973 he was Director of Communi
cations and Studies at the South African Council of Churches 
and thus closely associated wi th the principal participants in the 
church struggle. Thus there is a sureness of touch discussing 
the work and witness of the Christian Institute, the Message 
to the People of South Afr ica, the SPROCAS Reports, the 
ffrench Beytagh Trial and Appeal, The Programme to Combat 
Racism, the controversial Conscientious Objection resolution 
of the 1974 SACC Hammanskraal Conference. Although the 
Christian Institute is now a banned organisation and Dr Beyers 
Naude a banned person, and the archives of the Christian 
Institute are in the possession of the Security Police, somehow 
Dr de Gruchy does manage to say something significant des
pite the shackles placed on him by censorship. Particularly 
important for many wil l be the perceptive and sympathetic 
appraisal of the role of that saint and martyr of the South 
African church struggle, Dr Beyers Naude. I found in con
trast this chapter authoritative and absolutely absorbing; his 
discussion of conscientious objection concise and penetra
ting. 

The fourth chapter on Black Consciousness and Black Theo
logy rightly deserves the accolade given by Dr Allan Boesak 
in the "b l u rb " on the front cover. In terms comprehensible 
to the intelligent laymen, we have a sensitive and perceptive 
analysis of what black consciousness and black theology are 
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\n the South African context. Black theology is rightly des
cribed as a theology of liberation. By its very context here it 
is distinct f rom both Latin American Liberation Theology, 
and from the black theology of North America genre as evi
denced in the writings of men like James Cone. As Manas 
Buthelezi puts it, black theology is "nothing but a methodo
logical technique of theologizing", or as John de Gruchy him
self says more simply " i t is reflection on 'doing the t ru th , ' 
that is, on 'praxis' in obedience to the gospel amid the reali
ties of contemporary suffering, racism, oppression, and every
thing else that denies the Lordship of Christ" (p 161). This 
chapter in sharp contrast wi th Chapter 2 is well researched 
and documented and the writer makes a perceptive appraisal 
of and displays a close acquaintance wi th the principal sour
ces. 
He deals briefly but well wi th the expropriation of the 
Federal Theological Seminary in 1974 and at somewhat 
greater length but wi th succinctness and a keen perception 
wi th the Soweto Riots of 1976. Both these events exem
plify the arrogant use of power by the state (my comment) 
and Dr de Gruchy supplies a well documented summary 
of church commentary on that tragic event. "Clearly the 
churches in opposition to apartheid saw the cause of the 
Soweto protests as apartheid itself. They regarded the esca
lation of violence as generated in varying degrees by the 
tactics of the police and the enforcement of security legis
lat ion." (p. 175) Citing an editorial in Kairos the monthly 
paper of the SACC: " in choosing the path of confronta
t ion and seeking to bind black consciousness the authorities 
wil l be shown in t ime to have been merely trying to wish 
away reality. Out of Christian conviction we and others 
wil l continue to accept Black Consciousness as naturally 
as we breath. No state can prevail against a mass spiritual 
movement in the long run " . Dr de Gruchy concludes, 
"(Black Consciousness) forces whites to face the implications 
of Christian faith for their own existence, and therefore for 
the structures of social life, human rights and economic jus
t ice". 

Dr de Gruchy's comments on white liberation at the con
clusion of this chapter deserve close study. He alludes to 
those white South Africans who feel despair and adopt a 
mood of hopelessness and helplessness, intensified by a 
sense of isolation f rom the rest of the wor ld. He rightly 
warns against " the despair that leads to cynicism, and a 
fatalism that erodes conviction and courage and the wi l l to 
work towards a more just society". "When such fatalism is 
combined wi th fear, the result is usually f l ight. Flight can 
take two forms. The one inward — fl ight f rom reality into 
pseudo-innocence and pseudo-piety: the other is out-ward 

Mr. J. Mndaweni working on his new home. 
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— migrat ion." As Dr de Gruchy rightly observes ".... for 
the majority of whites emigration is not possible. For them 
the future must be here. There can be "no further t rek" , for 
there is no land beyond th is" , (p 192) 

The final chapter, on the Kingdom of God in South Africa, 
provides a penetrating theological discussion of a great issue 
which faces the church and state in South Africa. Who is the 
Lord of History? The Church? The principalities and pow
ers of this dark world? The State? Or the One God and Fa
ther of our Lord Jesus Christ? In this concluding discussion 
Dr de Gruchy uses his experience well as Editor of the Jour
nal of Theology for Southern Africa since its inception in 
1972. The yoking of theology wi th ideology is rightly con
demned, and thus disagrees wi th the Latin American Metho
dist theologian Miguez Bonino's position on the strategic 
alliance (of Christianity) wi th Marxism. By the same token, 
and Dr de Gruchy does not mention this specifically, so too 
should the legitimation of the ideology of apartheid by the 
Afrikaans churches be equally condemned. With well chosen 
references to authorities as diverse as Bonhoeffer, G.B.C. 
A i rd , Jurgen Moltmann, John Howard Yoder, Karl Barth and 
John Calvin ideology and culture are shown to be subordinate 
to the hope of the Kingdom of God. There can be no cheap 
reconciliation. "While the struggle of the church for justice 
and peace, for securing and maintaining of human rights, and 
for the reconciliation of confl icting peoples is central to the 
struggle for the Kingdom of God in South Africa today," as 
de Gruchy says, "Many Christians concerned about these 
very things feel total ly inadequate for the task of bearing 
witness to them" , (p 236) To them he offers this note of 
hope in conclusion:-

" I n bearing witness to the providence of God over and in 
history, a providence radically transformed in our understand
ing by the cross and resurrection of Jesus Christ, the church 
reaches beyond itself to the future, a future which is God's 
gift of shalom. Thus it keeps hope alive, and, in so doing, 
counters the powers of this "passing age" and worships 
God alone", (p 237). In such moments de Gruchy evokes 
a quality of prose and an authority which one has become 
accustomed to in his friend and mentor Alan Paton. Paton 
contributes a foreword and pays due tr ibute to the closing 
chapter on The Kingdom of God in South Africa. It is, says 
Paton, "a masterly one and a f i t t ing conclusion". 

Not withstanding the appalling faults of Chapter Two, I 
hope nevertheless that many wil l buy and study this book 
for the admirable work of the other chapters. The ful l 
story of the Church Struggle in South Africa remains an 
ongoing and an uncompleted task. • 

Kwavulamehlo — on the farm Compensation — new 'home' 
for people from "The SWAMP" 



MOVED OUT AFTER 100 YEARS. THAT'S 

THE EXILED PEOPLE FROM THE SWAMP' 

by Peter Kerchhoff of Pacsa. 

Reprinted from The Natal Witness. 

COMPENSAT!ON,part of KwaZulu Area 9, is a desolate 
part of the Natal Midlands lying between impendhle 
and Bulwer. Since December 16 last year, it has been 
home to more than 700 members of the Mndaweni Tribe, 
who were moved there from their old home ' T h e Swamp" 
near Pevensey Station, near Himeville, 

The tribespeople were given three months notice by two 
officials f rom Pretoria and the Himeville magistrate tha t : 
they were required to move from their land which was 
situated in a " w h i t e " area, They were also advised that 
they would be compensated for the homes which they 
and their forefathers had developed over the past century. 

Whether these families were adequately compensated no 
one wil l ever know because the homes at "The Swamp" 
are now mere piles of rubble. One of the most disturbing 
aspects of this removal is the apparent lack of interest or 
concern over the fortunes of the tribe on the part of the 
churches and the white farmers in the area. The first news 
of the tribe's removal was a report in a Natal newspaper 
five months after the event. 

The new arrivals were unwill ing new settlers. Although 
"The Swamp," — home for 100 years — had not been a 
flourishing place, it was theirs and they had put down 
roots. What greeted them on arrival at Compensation was 
a partially developed settlement site, Piots measuring 
28 x 40 metres were marked off and on a number of these 
corrugated iron pit latrines had been installed, 

There was a water supply consisting of two 4 500 litre gal
vanised tanks each f i t ted with a pipe-line and tap. The only 
real difference between this settlement and the much-
criticised Limehili settlement of a decade ago was the 
provision of pit latrines. 

A rough track linked the settlement to the road running 
from Impendhle through to Himeville and Loteni. A corru
gated iron school building stood a l itt le way away. 

The settlers were provided wi th tents in which to live and 
store their belongings until they could build something 
habitable. They had to start f rom scratch. Fortunately 
through the kind offices of a nearby Catholic Mission, 
poles were made available to them at no cost except a 
transportation charge of R10 per truckioad. 

One truckioad was just sufficient for a family. A store a 
few kilometres away was able to supply most of the required 
building materials, including galvanised sheeting, windows, 
doors, nails etc. A small stream trickl ing through the 
settlement provided another source of water. 

The settlers soon discovered that the soil was friable and 
thus unsuitable for building purposes. There was no alter
native but to use it. As a result, some of tie houses are 
showing patches after only six months. Some families are 
busy erecting rondavels wi th thatching, now that thatch
ing material has at last become available. 

AT AUCTION 

But six families have not been able to establish homes for 
themselves and are either being housed wi th others or 
having to make use of the remaining tents. Some families 
have started small gardens on their plots and a few have 
free-ranging fowls. 

The leader of the tribe is Mr Juta Mndaweni the grandson 
of the late Charles Mndaweni who purchased the land 
known as "The Swamp" at a public auction in Pietermaritz-
burg on January 24, 1888. Charles Mndaweni was granted 
freehold t i t le to the land which passed on to his heirs in 
perpetuity. 

In August, 1971, "The Swamp" was expropriated from 
the estate of the late William Mndaweni. It took eight 
years before the removal of the tribespeople was enforced 
and Mr Juta Mndaweni was forced to hand over whatever 
papers he had in his possession as heir to "The Swamp." 
In return, he was given land adjacent to the settlement at 
Compensation. 

This is hardly arable land, being uneven, hil ly and rocky. 
With many of the able-bodied workers (men and women) 
away seeking work in the cities, there are few of the tribe 
who can help him wi th ploughing and t i l l ing. What energy 
and enthusiasm there exists is being expended on building 
and establishing the small piots. 

The people of Compensation are not happy in their new 
camp but they are powerless to do anything about it. The 
camp, officially known as Compensation Farm has been 
aptly named "Kwavulamehlo" which means "eye-opener." 
This ironic t it le gives an indication of their feelings. How
ever, they appear to be making the best of a bad bargain. 
The children play happily among themselves oblivious of 
the bleak future that lies ahead of them. 

The nearest industrial area to Compensation is Pieter-
maritzburg, but the latter's slow industrial growth wil l not 
be able to absorb the fast-growing population. Some work-
seekers are still trying to get to Himeville and Underberg 
where they used to work on farms and in hotels; others 
seek work further afield in Durban, Newcastle and the 
Reef. A few are fortunate enough to f ind jobs and come 
home at the weekend, month end or, if they are on contract, 
year end. 

FARES HIGH 

Transport f rom the settlement Is expensive. There is a daily 
bus-service provided by the SAR, but is is not suitable for 
commuting to employment areas on a regular basis. The 
cost of a single bus ticket to Pietermaritzburg is R1,80. 
Education is another pressing problem. There is a lower pri
mary school (unregistered) which is staffed by three local 
teachers and caters for about 150 children. 
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Teachers from elsewhere are reluctant to travel to such a 
remote area or to live in the area or to live in the settlement. 
It is not yet certain whether the secondary schools in the 
district can cater for the influx of pupiis in the higher 
standards. There are no medical services on site. The nearest 
clinic is five km away,, wi th a cost for a visit of 60 cents. 
Patients may sometimes contact a doctor on his visit to the 
store three or four km away. Consultation and treatment 
costs R3 for an aduit and R2,50 for a child. 

For pensioners the move from long established and well-
loved homes has been particularly traumatic. Recently 

about 16 oid age pensioners received the additional shock of 
discovering that their pension advice dockets had not been 
received by the pension clerk, which meant a probable 
two-month delay in receiving a pay-out. Others, however, 
are receiving regular pension pay-outs of R47 every second 
month, which in many cases supports not only the pen
sioner but other members of the family as well. 

Compensation is just one more example of the implemen
tation of official poiicy of Black spot removal. There are 
others, and the results have been similar — misery, poverty, 
unemployment and hopelessness. • 

MEW LIGHT? 
'More has happened in White South African politics this week than in the previous 30 years.'.' The Guardian, 28.9.79) 

After generations of false rhetoric, 
lifetimes of tragic nonsense, 
suddenly strange words are spoken. 

The old robots at the crossroad, 
which have shown a bloodshot red 
for longer than anyone can remember — 
those robots in front of which 
vehicles have rusted, multitudes have died 
suddenly bi ink, and fl icker, 
and turn an awkward bluey green. 

What do these new words betoken? 
What does this change of colour mean? 

That sound of ancient stuttering starters, 
does it mean people are coming to life? 
That smoke, that noise, those exclamations, 
are they the start of peace or strife? 

And after these years — so bleak, so stem 
Have many waited for the lights to turn? 

By the time they're told 'Go if you w i l l ' 
has a by-pass slipped behind the hill? 

By the time they're told 'You needn't hoot' 
and the police have said 'We wil l not shoot', 
have most of them taken another route? 

VORTEX 
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