
A 'SIMPLE MAJORITY' 
DEMOCRACY WONT WORK 
IN A RECENT speech Mr Nelson 

Mandela was quoted as saying that he 
wanted South Africa to become 'an 
ordinary democracy'. 

I have no doubts whatever about Mr 
Mandela's commitment to democracy, 
and nor do I question his genuine desire 

LETTER TO THE EDITOR 

Why I cannot 
support 
the ANC 

BLACK SASH Natal Coastal Region 
chairperson, Ann Colvin's letter in 

your January/February issue cannot go 
unchallenged. 

She wonders why there is no apparent 
commitment on the part of white liberals 
for the ANC which advocates a non-
racial, multi-party democracy and, ac
cording to her, best enshrines the values 
liberals espouse, whilst serving the 
interests of all. 

I regard myself as a white liberal but 
cannot support the ANC for several 
reasons. I differ fundamentally with the 
ANC on major issues of policy, and am 
suspicious of its links with the SA 
Communist Party. 

The ANC is not the only political 
party or organisation in our country 
which advocates a non-racial, multi
party democracy and its depth of 
commitment to freedom of speech and 
political tolerance remains to be proven. 

For example, DP students in Mashi-
shing, near Lydenburg, were recently 
intimidated and prevented from writing 
their matric examinations by ANC 
members. In addition, the local DP 
organiser's house was burnt down — 
also by ANC members. 

In my opinion it is the Democratic 
Party which best enshrines the values 
liberals espouse and which deserves the 
full support of all liberal South Africans. 
ALAN STERNE Regional chairman 

of Fund-raising, 
E. Transvaal, 

Democratic Party 

DA VID WELSH, professor of political studies at the 
University of Cape Town, contends that no viable 
proposal for effective achievement of national 
reconciliation has yet been tabled at CODESA and 
asks: Who can offer a viable alternative to simple 

majoritarianism? 

for national reconciliation: but I have 
doubts about what 'an ordinary demo
cracy' is in the circumstances confron
ting South Africa. 

Liberals (and I include myself here) 
have tended to shy away from debating 
some of the difficult issues surrounding 
the application of democracy to a deeply 
divided society like ours. Any proposal 
suggesting that something less than 
'simple majoritarianism' might be more 
appropriate, or that some form of safe
guarding of minority rights is desirable, 
tends to raise hackles as if the proposer is 
thereby making concessions to racism 
and/or the apartheid legacy. Nothing 
less than full non-racialism, it is asserted, 
will meet the requirements of democracy 
theory, and a justiciable bill of rights, 
safeguarding the individual, should take 
care of whatever 'rights' minorities may 
claim. 

I am going to argue that the vision of a 
non-racial democracy, based upon 
'simple majoritarianism' is not only 
seriously flawed but incapable of realisa
tion. I will be provocative, not for the 

sake of being so, but in the hope that a 
debate can be started. My further hope is 
that the debate will be a constructive one 
because so far no-one, it seems to me, 
has advanced a viable alternative. 

THESE ARE not abstract problems 
that keep scholars in employment: 

the issue at CODESA is fundamentally 
about what kind of democracy South 
Africa is to have. The Nationalist govern
ment has advanced a convoluted scheme 
for a collective presidency (essentially a 
forced coalition) and a complex upper 
house, where regions and minority 
parties are to be accorded inflated 
representation. It won't fly. 

The ANC, on the other hand, propose 
a majoritarian system, admittedly one 
that is limited by a justiciable bill of 
rights and regional representation in an 
upper house. It makes no concessions to 
minority rights (other than affirming 
very generous provisions for language 
and cultural rights), but says that a 
proportional representation electoral 
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