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VIVA! VIVA! by DAVID BASCKIN 

SOUTH AFRICANS, said novelist Damon Galgut on the BBC 
Africa service recently, need to develop a new consciousness. 

This is unarguably true, given the terrible state of the old 
unconsciousness. But consciousness, by its very nature, needs 
something material to hang its hat on. Something kind of symbolic, 
filled with meaning, screaming with immediacy. 

Now, given the identity crisis currently rampant in the nation's 
creative world — in which limp-wristed artists get brutally ignored 
by horny handed cultural workers — the necessary combination of 
cool intelligence and hot passion might just take a little too long to 
come on stream. 

And that's where the overnight collapse of the Evil Empire comes 
in on the act. Because, littering the scrapyards of the entire Eastern 
Block, are any number of potent national and ideological symbols, 
just dying to get back onto their pedestals. 

Rumour has it that in Minsk you can get a very nice bronze Lenin 
for as little as the scrap value of the metal. Our person in Georgia 
tells us that a variety of statues of the late Joe Stalin are available, 
ranging in size from dinky little keyring decorations to a forty metre 
ferroconcrete colossus dating from 1942 holding Roosevelt in one 
hand and Hitler in the other. 

Meanwhile, the recent downfall of the Albanian regime has led to 
all kinds of state secrets coming to light. Not least of these is the 
revelation that during the early days of the Revolution, the cash-
strapped Reds were forced to adapt a statue of ex-King Zog of 
Albania to depict the new ruler, Enver Hexha. This was done by the 
simple expedient of changing the name on the pedestal. 

With this kind of example it is only a matter of time before the 
many South African statues of General Smuts, Cecil Rhodes and 
Queen Victoria will all get new names. No prize for guessing who 
will replace Queen Victoria. 

A RECENT television interview with Barend was full of 
subtlety, mystery and economic intrigue. The secret to the 

whole thing is that VAT means higher prices, but lower costs. 
It's that simple. Lower costs are good for the economy, while 

higher prices are an inevitable consequence in these inflationery 
times, something over which mere Ministers have little control. 

But say you were to build a house. In the bad old days of GST, 
you would have paid 13% on about half the materials and services 
used in its construction. Given the nature of GST, there would have 

been a tax on tax situation which escalated costs. But with VAT the 
tax is paid only once. Unfortunately it is paid on the entire amount 
which is why the price goes up. 

And say you were to buy a second hand car, continued Barend 
before anybody could interrupt him. In the past, GST would have 
been paid every time you sold the thing. 

Now with the wonder of VAT, additional tax is paid on only a 
portion of the trade-in value. 

Watch my lips. It's all as simple as that. 
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