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EDITORIAL 

Make sure the ayes have it 
EVER SINCE Albert Hertzog and Jaap 

Marais walked out of the Nationalist Party to 
start the Herstigte Nasionale Party a succession of 
political analysts has been telling us that the white 
Right-wing was no real threat, that its potential for 
growth was strictly limited. 

They have produced all sorts of sociological 
arguments to show what those limits were, and 
almost without exception the next election has 
proved them wrong. First they told us its ceiling 
was 5%, then 10%, then 20%. Now, after Potchef
stroom, when that percentage has inched close 
enough to 50% to persuade President De Klerk to 
call a referendum to decide the matter one way or 
another, there is no certainty that the Right-wing 
won't win. 

With regard to the Potchefstroom result, how
ever, one or two points should be made. 

For one thing, the previous Nationalist incum
bent, Louis Le Grange, was, to all intents and 
purposes, indistinguishable from a member of 
the Conservative Party. No doubt some people 
voted for him in the last election for that very 
reason, but weren't so sure about the new man. 

Secondly, the Nationalists ran a singularly 
inept campaign. They seemed to start taking it 
seriously only in the last few weeks and then, on 
the eve of polling, made the lunatic announce
ment that in future whites would be expected to 
pay much more for the education of their children 
than they had ever been asked to do in the past. 
That could only have pushed voters the CP's way. 

Thirdly, as in most by-elections, there would 
have been a certain floating, protest vote against 
the government of the day which could return to 
support it on another occasion. 

We suspect all this was marginal though. Most 
of the CP voters at Potchefstroom did vote for 
old-style apartheid. Although it seems unlikely 
(this is a guess not a prediction) that that vote 
would be sufficient to win a nationwide, all-white 
referendum, it could be a close run thing. 

So what do we do about it? 
Dr Treurnicht and his Conservative Party say 

they believe in partition, in something they call 
"co-operative self-determination". 

What do they mean? 
There is no way that South Africa can return to 

old-style apartheid. Even if the number of people 
supporting that nightmare scenario were to 
amount to 50% of the whites, that would still be 
no more than 7% of the whole population. 

Nevertheless, it is an extremely potent 7% with 
the capacity and, it seems increasingly, the will, 
to fight for what it wants. 

So what does it want? 
It wants a state in which Afrikaners will be boss. 

It has no faith in Bills of Rights or any of the other 
checks with which modern democracies attempt 
to control the abuse of power. It thinks that the 
only way in which it can protect itself from future 
persecution is by being boss in its own homeland. 

Is such a solution possible? 
The answer in the past has always been an 

emphatic no, but now even an unnamed ANC 
source has put it forward as a possibility. 

Where would that homeland be? Every Right-
wing organisation has a different plan, most of 
them ludicrously favourable to Afrikanerdom. If 
their support should amount to 7% of the popula
tion any claim to much more than 7% of the 
national resources would be unreasonable and 
morally untenable. Let them be challenged to say 
where a viable Afrikaner homeland could be, 
based on a division of resources bearing some 
relation to the numerical strength of their support, 
and what the consequences for those supporters 
and the rest of us would be. 

There is nowhere where such a solution would 
not involve a massive displacement of people. 

The idea is crazy, but is it crazier than the 
prospect of a South African Lebanon or Northern 
Ireland? For Potchefstroom has shown that Right-
wing white South Africa is driven by an emotional 
obsession which owes nothing to logic or 
common sense. 

In the meantime we are faced by the referen
dum. Apartheid based or not, now that the 
country is committed to a poll, everyone who is 
opposed to the Right-wing should help to make 
sure the Right-wing does not win. • 

Join the debate on changing South Africa. 
Write to: 

The Editor, Reality 
P.O. Box 1104, Pietermaritzburg 3200 
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GERALD SHAW, associate editor of the Cape Times, looks beyond the 
Potchefstroom by-election result andPresident F Wde Klerk's gamble on winning 
a whites-only referendum to the prospects ofDe Klerk and Mandela forming an 

interim government soon. 

IT'S TIME TO DO A DEAL 
WHAT ARE the chances of South 

Africa getting an interim govern
ment of national unity by the end of this 
year or in the first half of next year? 

Will such a government be able to 
restore peace in the country, fostering a 
return of confidence and economic 
growth and setting the stage for multi
party democracy? 

In short, can Codesa pull it off? 
The prospects of Messrs De Klerk and 

Mandela getting together at the head of a 
broadly representative transitional 
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government in the next 18 months or so 
are reasonably good, it seems to me, for 
reasons which I will suggest, even though 
the forces pulling in the opposite direc
tion are formidable. 

Until this first critical step in the 
transition has been taken it will be rash 
to venture any forecast of the way things 
will go further down the track. 

What are the factors which favour 
swift movement towards a stable coali
tion government to manage the transi
tion? 

First, there is the state of the economy, 
which is stagnating in the absence of 
confidence in the country's future. 
Unless an interim/transitional govern
ment is in place soon the deepening 
recession and the frightening levels of un
employment in all communities will 
create social conditions in which political 
advance will be an idle hope. 

Ten years or so ago an ambassador of 
a foreign power in this country, percep
tive and shrewd in judgment like so 
many of his kind, ventured a prediction 
in an after-dinner conversation. It 
seemed rather far-fetched at the time. 
"You will work out your political 
dilemmas in this country," he said. 
"Politics will not be the problem. The 
problem will be poverty — and crime. 
Whites will find their lifestyle increasing
ly cramped and restricted and those who 
can afford it will retreat behind high 
walls and electronic fences, relying on 
vicious dogs, burglar alarms and armed 
security guards." 

He was right. Who has not their own 
horror story to tell of a mugging or 
worse in which the victims are among 
their own friends and family? For a long 
time this sort of thing has been the daily 
lot of people living in the townships and 
squatter camps around the big cities. 
Now the plague is spreading steadily into 
the more affluent areas. Already crimes 
of violence of a horrifying kind are 
almost everyday happenings in town 
and country alike, with rural Natal and 
the urban Witwatersrand probably the 
worst hit. But the story is the same 
everywhere. 

The one growth industry in the 
country is security. With as much as 70% 
unemployment in some black communi
ties, the crime rate is appalling. The 
continuing incidence of political violence 
intensifies the daily anxieties of rich and 
poor alike, scaring off local and inter
national investors. It is a vicious circle. 
Poverty is the problem. 

By now all this is obvious to almost 
everybody, not least the leadership of the 
National Party, the African National 
Congress and other significant groupings 
in the country. 

Leaders such as Nelson Mandela and 
F W de Klerk know that they have no 
real choice in the matter. It is time to do a 
deal before the country goes right out of 
control. Economic recovery is impera
tive. 

THERE IS a second consideration 
impelling Messrs De Klerk and 

Mandela to do a deal. 
Neither has any realistic alternative in 

view. Failure to get together reasonably 
soon will leave both men out on a limb. 
They need each other. The ANC cannot 
go back to the bush. 

Although the armed struggle is only 
suspended, technically it is over for all 
practical purposes, and the logistics and 
international support are no longer 
there. 

The same applies to sanctions and the 
diplomatic offensive which was the 
ANC's trump card in getting President 
De Klerk to the negotiating table. 

De Klerk's position is likewise delicate. 
He has won his international victories by 
convincing the world community that 
reform is irreversible. He cannot draw 
back now. 

Yet his 1989 pledge of a referendum to 
the white electorate, before proceeding 
to a transitional government and con
stitutional change, could prove trouble
some. 

Paradoxically, the chance of a referen
dum going against De Klerk could 
reinforce the pressures on Mandela to be 
as accommodating to whites as possible. 
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POTCHEFSTROOM PARADOX 
PARADOXICALLY, the Potchefstroom result is likely to 

speed rather than retard the coming of an interim govern
ment, underlining as it does the destablising effect of continuing 
uncertainty about the future. 

It is plainer than ever that a broadly-representative transi
tional government of national unity is the only way ahead, 
restoring stability, confidence and political calm in this country. 

Current levels of violence, criminal and political, are 
untenable. The fabric of civilised life in this country is stretched 
to breaking point, with murderous inter-racial shootings, 
robberies and assaults almost every day. 

While the Potchefstroom result is no doubt a blow to 
President De Klerk's pride, and a reflection on his political 
judgment, he cannot even think of drawing back. His only 
possible response is to press ahead more resolutely than ever 
—and Mr De Klerk is doing exactly that, as his referendum 
announcement indicates. 

The longer political uncertainty prevails, the greater the 
erosion of his traditional support base among Afrikaner 
Nationalists. Yet the statistical experts say that he would still 
win a referendum among whites, even on the current swing to 
the Conservative Party, but the margin is narrowing by the day. 

On balance, Potchefstroom is more helpful than otherwise. 
As Lawrence Schlemmer noted in his clear-headed analysis of 
the result, things could become easier for Mr De Klerk in a 
number of ways. For one thing, the international community's 
sympathetic understanding of his difficulties in keeping the 

white constituency in line will be heightened. 
Further helpful gestures from abroad can be expected at 

regular intervals, it seems to me, encouraging the Codesa 
process and steadily reducing this country's political, financial 
and sporting isolation. 

At home, the common interest of both the NP and the ANC in 
pushing ahead to the next phase as quickly as possible has been 
brought home more forcefully than ever. 

The ANC leadership, which is already moving into middle-of-
the-road positions on issues such as nationalisation and the 
powers of regional government, is under considerable moral 
pressure not to make life more difficult for President De Klerk 
in handling his white constituency. 

This is a two-way process, of course. One hand must wash the 
other, as President Kruger once said to Edmund Carrett, who 
was Editor of the Cape Times in the years before the Anglo-
Boer War. 

If Mr Nelson Mandela does well to consider Mr De Klerk's 
constituency problems, Mr De Klerk needs to reciprocate in full 
measure in assisting Mr Mandela to take his huge and 
increasingly restive constituency along with him in the Codesa 
negotiations. 

What is needed from President De Klerk, inter alia, is to pay 
close attention to the interim reports of the Goldstone 
Commission. He should do more to demonstrate that control of 
the security forces is tightening as the Botha era recedes. • 

From Page Three 

The fact that De Klerk is committed 
to resign if he fails to win a 
majority among the whites must give the 
ANC pause. It gives De Klerk a handy 
lever for wringing concessions from the 
ANC to soothe white fears. 

The ANC believes they can do business 
with De Klerk, in spite of their conviction 
that he has hardly played fair in the dirty 
tricks and Inkathagate department. But 
could they do business with any 
successor? 

For Nelson Mandela the thought that 
De Klerk could fade from the scene after 
losing a referendum must be too ghastly 
to contemplate. 

Is it a credible threat? On balance, it 
probably is. Neither the ANC nor the 
NP could live very comfortably for long 
in a situation in which the whites con
tinued to exercise a right of veto, 
constantly sending De Klerk and 
Mandela back to the constitutional 
drawing board. 

But the pledge remains, and if things 
go wrong for De Klerk his political 
dilemma could become acute. 

If all groups except whites vote favour
ably at a referendum, a decision to go 
ahead with the proposed changes anyway 
could give the underground resistance 

movement on the right the excuse they 
are looking for to cut loose with a 
vengeance. A decision to go ahead 
anyway on a very low poll might likewise 
lend a spurious legitimacy to a rightwing 
campaign of terror. 

A referendum has no binding charac
ter in our constitutional system. It is 
merely a state-run opinion poll. An 
unfavourable outcome for De Klerk but 
he has indicated ahead ofthe poll that he 
will face the political risks, resign and 
call a general election. 

THE ANC has no doubt considered 
all these possibilities, and their 

current public statements, notably those 
of Mr Mandela himself, seem expressly 
designed to reassure whites and build 
confidence in an interim government of 
national unity. 

If the NP and the ANC are strongly 
committed to getting an interim/ 
transitionalygovernment in place with a 
minimum of delay, what about the other 
interested parties? This will need to be a 
coalition government and representative 
of the whole population, after all. 

As this was being written, an interes
ting convergence of strategies seemed to 
be taking place between Dr. M.G. 
Buthelezi's Inkatha Freedom Party, Dr 

A.P. Treurnicht's Conservative party 
and Lucas Mangope's Bophuthatswana 
government, all of whom seemed con
cerned to emphasise a right of "self-
determination" of peoples who see them
selves as separate nations in the broader 
South African community. 

Of the three, only the Conservative 
Party remains outside the Codesa pro
cess. In undertaking to put "self-
determination" on the Codesa agenda 
when he opened Parliament, President 
de Klerk seemed intent on drawing in the 
CP, or at least splitting the party and 
bringing the pro-negotiation Van der 
Merwe faction ofthe CP into the process. 

Whether or not De Klerk succeeds in 
this ploy, the emergence of a grouping in 
Codesa emphasising regional and ethnic 
interests could be a useful counterweight 
to the big battalions, and could help 
promote a genuinely democratic culture, 
we may hope, demanding the entrench
ment of a significant measure of de
centralization and minority safeguards 
in a non-racial constitution. 

Yet there are obvious dangers. Playing 
the Zulu nationalist card rather too 
brazenly could isolate Dr Buthelezi and 
underline his status as a regional rather 
than a national leader. 
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PAC a marginal force bent on 
self-destruction 

Is Inkatha bent on emulating the rise 
of Afrikaner nationalism, and seeking to 
mobilize Zulus in terms of their proud 
history and traditions? 

Ethnicity is rather too potent a factor 
in human affairs to be trifled with in any 
way at all. Its potential for stirring up 
mayhem is frightening, as the Natal 
violence so frequently appears to demon
strate. In South Africa, today the deter
mined exploitation of ethnic sentiment 
for the sake of gaining or keeping 
political power is calculated to unleash 
the furies. 

If Ulster is not a sufficiently chastening 
example of pathological nationalism, 
consider also the insane shooting sprees 
and other outbursts of irrational ag
gression in South Africa itself in which 
fearful and insecure whites reared in a 
nationalist tradition have set about 
killing or beating up blacks at random. 

THERE IS also the perspective of the 
impoverished black masses to con

sider and the so-called lost generation of 
semi-educated, unemployed youth. 

Among the groups seeking to exploit 
this huge constituency, the Pan African-
ist Congress increasingly looks like a 
marginal force bent on self-destruction. 
Yet the wilder elements in its ranks 
might make a strong play for support in 
the townships, preaching a populist creed 
of black chauvinism and invoking a 
common history of oppression rather as 
Afrikaner nationalists exploited their 
own sad history of suffering at the hands 
of British imperialists. 

In these circumstances, the ANC will 
need great self-discipline to sustain its 
non-racialism. 

Can these conflicting interests and 
pressures be reconciled to secure agree
ment on transitional arrangements which 
can command the confidence of the 
mass of South Africans? Assuming the 
political will to do an interim deal can be 
sustained on all sides, I believe that such 
arrangements can indeed be hammered 
out, and the sooner the better. 

No one should underestimate the role 
of the Democratic Party as a catalyst and 
mediator in the whole process. Dr Zach 
de Beer's deft and tactful chairmanship 
of steering committees did a great deal at 

the start to get the Codesa structures 
functioning efficiently. And this is the 
kind of intellectually-demanding exercise 
in which a man like Colin Eglin can put 
his negotiating and drafting skills to 
optimum use. 

Given the good relations which the 
DP enjoys with NP, ANC and Inkatha 
alike, and given the convergence of 
mainstream opinion around constitu
tional policies which the DP-PFP-PP 
have been advocating for 30 years, they 
are better placed to influence the out
come than many may believe. 

Dr De Beer speaks with enthusiasm 
of a developing Codesa spirit, which he 
contrasts with the adversarial at
mosphere of Parliament. Delegates to 
Codesa are not there to score points or 
win victories, he said in Cape Town 
recently, and it is inspiring to see a 
gradual building of friendship and trust 
among people who until not so long ago 
were deadly enemies. 

Framing a new 
constitution could 

see hard bargaining 
every inch of 

the way 
So rapidly is the whole process moving 

ahead that detailed discussion of the 
competing proposals for an interim 
government — and the shape of a likely 
compromise — might well be overtaken 
by the time that this issue of Reality is 
published. Suffice it to say that President 
De Klerk seems likely to insist on the 
correct forms being followed at all stages 
to maintain legality and continuity in 
constitutional arrangements, which 
might well mean the retention of the 
current tricameral parliament through
out the transition, perhaps sitting as a 
single upper chamber, and augmented to 
become more representative of the popu
lation as a whole. Its final task would be 
to enact a new constitution, once the 
transition has run its course. 

I F THE transition goes relatively 
smoothly, and the economy begins 

reviving, the next phase in the process, 

Gerald Shaw 

the enactment of a new constitution, 
might yet be a protracted affair, with 
hard bargaining every inch of the way. 

This may not be a bad thing, given the 
importance of getting it right, as long as 
the interim arrangements have come on 
stream quickly and are functioning as 
they should. 

Are the security forces 
up to the job of keeping 
the peace in a delicate 

transition? 
There is a darker side to all this, 

obviously, and an element of unpredict
ability. 

Are the security forces up to the job of 
keeping the peace in a delicate transition? 
Apprehension among whites at the pros
pect of political change is becoming 
acute, creating a climate which is ripe for 
exploitation by the right. Continuing 
violence, compromising the De Klerk-
Mandela partnership, could compound 
such fears and corrode the mutual con
fidence which is building up at Codesa 
and, in unfavourable circumstances, 
could yet stop the whole process in its 
tracks. 

The most hopeful force working to 
counter such a trend is the Goldstone 
Commission into violence and intimida
tion. The Commission clearly means 
business. Let us hope that such con
siderations will inhibit the shadowy 
forces behind the violence, whoever they 
may be. 

There is no way of knowing whether 
the anti-negotiation forces have the 
resources and the will to sustain a 
wrecking operation. For the moment the 
peacemakers of Codesa have seized the 
initiative. 

Let us hope they can keep it. • 

PAGE FIVE 



LAND 

DRASTIC CHANGE 
IS INEVITABLE 
THE LAND issue lies at the very root 

of some of the most fundamental, 
important and controversial aspects in 
the creation and shaping of the new 
South Africa. 

Before the advent of Union in 1910 
almost 10 million morgen of land was set 
aside for black occupation. The Natives 
Land Act passed in 1913 was essentially 
the first segregation Act of the new state, 
inasmuch as, on the basis of and includ
ing the pre-Union areas, it set aside 
roughly 10m morgen — the so-called 
scheduled black areas — and ordained 
that within these areas no non-black, 
and outside these areas no blacks, would 
be able to acquire any rights to land. 

When the Act was passed in 1913 
there was general acceptance that the 
land set aside was hopelessly inadequate, 
and the Act itself provided for the 
appointment of a commission, later to 
be known as the Beaumont Commission, 
to recommend to Parliament what 
further provision should be made. Parlia
ment, however, did not display any 
desire to implement the recommenda
tions — not until 1936 when the Native 
Trust and Land Act provided for the 
eventual addition of a further 7m 
morgen, in the form of so-called released 
areas. 

Since 1936 successive governments 
have bought up land from white farmers 
to fill this "quota"; huge sums of money 
have been expended. The process was 
complicated by the Government policy 
of removing so-called black spots (land 
owned/occupied by blacks but falling 
outside the scheduled and released 
areas), and the forceful removal of these 
blacks. 

The setting aside of these rural areas 
was intended originally purely for black 
(tribal) occupation. It was a tragedy that 
it was accompanied by legal restrictions 
on the acquisition by blacks of land 
outside these areas, so introducing com
pulsory separation and racial discrimi
nation. 

It was an even greater tragedy when 
this separation was used to justify and 
implement a policy based on the premise 
that the black areas were the exclusive 

political home of the blacks and the 
areas outside these black areas the 
exclusive political home of the whites. 

This was the fundamental approach in 
the Verwoerdian policy of "separate 
political development" which eventually 
led to the creation of the six autonomous 
self-governing states and the four "in
dependent TBVC countries. 

The express intention of policy was 
that eventually all these black areas 
would become independent, that blacks 
(wherever they were living) would only 
have the right to exercise their political 
rights in these areas, that eventually 
there would be no more blacks who 
would qualify as South African citizens, 
and that blacks (and black institutions 
such as universities, colleges, schools 
etc.) should be relocated in these areas. 

THE POLICY was a dismal failure. 
It did tremendous harm. Not only 

did it serve as an excuse for decades, not 
to deal with the real issue of black 
political participation, but it created 
immeasurable hardship, injustice and 
bitterness. Many were forcibly removed 
from land they and their forbears had 
occupied, and in some cases owned, for 
many years. 

The removals took place in an attempt 
to clear the white areas of "badly 
situated" "black spots". In the process 
of consolidation of the "homelands" 
four such "independent" states (the so-
called TBVC countries), and six other 
areas (formerly called "national states", 
now the "self-governing territories") 
with a large degree of internal political 
autonomy came about. 

In some cases the land to which the 
blacks were moved provided better agri
cultural opportunities. Research will 
have to be done to determine to what 
extent tribes moved voluntarily to these 
areas and to what extent they were 
compelled to move. 

The Land Act of 1913 also made the 
leasing by blacks of land outside the 
black areas unlawful. This was followed 
in the 1936 Act by stringent provisions 
regarding "squatters" and "labour 
tenants". The result was that many lost 

Prof NJ. 
Olivier, 

vice-chairman of the Advisory 
Commission on Land Allocation, 
believes that finding a fair means of 
adjusting ownership - urban and 
rural- is critical in creating the new 

society. 

rights they had enjoyed from time 
immemorial on white-held farms, e.g. as 
labour tenants or share-croppers. Many 
were forced to accept the status of 
ordinary farm workers or to leave the 
land and find employment and residence 
elsewhere. 

This process was aggravated by 
changes in agricultural practices whereby 
land use became far more intensive and 
by increasing mechanisation, neither 
government nor the owners of these 
farms acknowledged that the black 
labour tenants and "squatters" had 
vested interests in the land on which they 
were living. 

In creating independent states, the 
incorporation of areas often served as 
"inducements" to make independence 
more acceptable to black leaders. In the 
case of Transkei, for example, land 
which traditionally was part of Ciskei 
was transferred to Transkei. Other 
compensatory land was promised to 
Ciskei. 

Many black urban communities were 
removed from the areas where they had 
been living — sometimes for a very long 
time — either because the area was 
regarded as a "slum"; or because they 
held the land under ownership-title in 
conflict with official policy; or because 
the land was required for "white" 
residential or other developmental pur
poses; or because residence of blacks in a 
particular area was "undesirable". 

In terms of the Group Areas Act, too, 
large numbers of individuals or families 
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i LAND APPORTIONMENT IS GROSSLY 
UNFAIR AND UNACCEPTABLE J 

were compelled to sell their properties 
and to move to proclaimed group areas. 

Many white land-owners in the rural 
areas were compelled to sell their land, 
very often by way of the threat of 
expropriation, to enable the Government 
to implement the provisions of the Act of 
1936. 

As a result of these policies land 
apportionment is grossly unfair and un
acceptable. Drastic change in approach 
has become inevitable. 

This change will be effected by the 
passing of the Abolition of Racially Based 
Land Measures Act in 1991, in accor
dance with the Government's commit
ment to remove all discriminatory legisla
tion from the statute books. The Act 
provided for the repeal of the Act of 
1913, the Act of 1936 and the Group 
Areas Act. A White Paper on land 
reform was issued at the time, setting out 
the Government's views on a new land 
policy. 

During discussion of the Bill by the 
relevant Standing Committees of Parlia
ment, it became evident that more than 
merely the repeal of the various land acts 
would be necessary if imbalance and 
injustices were to be removed. The result 
was the introduction of special provi
sions for the appointment of an Advisory 
Commission on Land Allocation. 

The Commission undoubtedly faces a 
task of immense proportions and com
plexity. 

One of the first questions which comes 
to mind, is whether there should be some 
"compensation" for those black com
munities which were forcibly deprived of 
the land they had traditionally occupied. 

In respect of those areas still owned by 
the Development Trust there should not 
be insurmountable problems about 
returning these to the communities which 
originally occupied them, assuming that 
such communities could still be traced. It 
is, however, clear that merely returning 
the land without providing adequate 
financial and other assistance to enable 
those returning to use the land produc
tively, would be totally unsatisfactory 
and self-defeating. 

A major problem confronts us, how
ever, in respect of land previously 
owned/occupied by blacks, taken over 
by the Trust and then sold to whites. 
These whites hold title to the land and 
acted completely bona fide in purchasing 

it. Quite obviously there is no sense in 
compounding the injustice by depriving 
them of the land without proper consul
tation and compensation. 

Of similar practical and political 
significance is the whole question of 
opening up agricultural land generally to 
blacks to ensure a more equitable distri
bution of land, and a greater role for 
black farmers in the field of agricultural 
production. 

There is no doubt that the legislation 
enforcing land segregation, inasmuch as 
it has prevented blacks from acquiring 
and using land, has created an un
balanced situation which has to be recti
fied in one way or another. 

What special steps should be taken to 
assist black farmers in developing agri
cultural skills and expertise, and in the 
production and marketing of their pro

duce? Will providing financial, technical 
and administrative assistance, as is the 
case at present with white farmers, be 
sufficient to meet the needs and create a 
full-time black farming class? 

Equally important is the need for 
providing land for urban and peri-urban 
development, especially for the hundreds 
of thousands of squatters who will come 
to settle in these areas in the coming 
decades. 

Unfortunately, because of the policy 
which refused to accept or even to 
contemplate the permanence of the 
urban black population, such a back-log 
has arisen that the authorities are faced 
with a problem of enormous propor
tions, aggravated by the understandable 
negative reaction of many existing com
munities to having squatters accommo
dated in their immediate vicinity. 

Last, but not least, there is the vexed 
question whether, to what extent and in 
what way, the communal land tenure 
system operative in many areas should 
be maintained. Who in fact should be 
the "owner" (the titledeed-holder?) of 
such land? The community? The chief? 
The community authority? 

And what would the rights be that 

such "owner" would exercise, and what 
would the rights be of the individual 
community members actually occupying 
and/or using the land? Under what 
circumstances could or should the com
munal system be replaced by a more 
individualised system of land tenure or 
ownership? And how will this affect the 
social fabric of the community? 

In terms of the Abolition of Racially 
Based Land Measures Act, the State 
President has appointed a Commission 
of 7 persons, under the chairmanship of 
Justice T.H. van Reenen. The other 
members are: the author of this article; 
Dr R.E. van der Ross (former rector of 
the University of the Western Cape); 
Prof Harriet Ngubane (anthropology 
dept., Cape Town University); Bishop 
T.W. Ntongana; Mr N.J. Kotze (former 
president SA Agricultural Union); and 
Dr D. Krogh (adviser to the governor of 
the Reserve Bank). 

The Commission must tender its 
advice, and make its recommendations, 
to the State President not later than 1 
March every year. The report will be 

tabled in Parliament. 

MY PERSONAL interpretation of 
the main functions of the Com

mission is that it has to identify land 
which was expropriated or from which 
people were removed with a view to 
restoring the land to them or assisting 
them to return to their original land — 
but only if such land has not (subsequent
ly) been "developed or allocated for a 
specific purpose". It will depend upon 
the facts of a case whether the land in 
question has been "developed" or "allo
cated for a specific purpose". One would 
be inclined to say that land which, for 
example, was acquired from blacks by 
the SA Development Trust and sub
sequently sold to white farmers would 
fall outside the scope of the commission's 
activities. Land so acquired and which is 
still in the possession of the Trust would 
fall inside the category of land to be 
investigated by the Commission. 

The Commission will also have to 
identify rural land with a view to its 
acquisition for agricultural settlement. 

This obviously opens the door for the 
creation of a black farming class (outside 

i THE COMMISSION UNDOUBTEDLY 
FACES A TASK OF IMMENSE 

PROPORTIONS AND COMPLEXITY J 
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£ If this is what the new South Africa is 
going to be like, then we are going 

to win. We are going to be 
roaringly successful 9 

Room for optimism 
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the self-governing states). This may be 
said to make possible the creation of a 
new system of land ownership and usage. 
This function might, in the long run, be 
far more important in bringing about a 
new land dispensation in South Africa. 

The Commission will have to consider 
the planning and development of land, 
whether for residential or agricultural 
purposes. 

The Commission has invited people 
who feel that they have a claim in respect 
of land from which they have been 
removed, or have a contribution to 
make in resolving the problem, to get in 
touch with it. They will find the Com
mission very receptive and very open. 

The extent to which it will be able to 
make a meaningful contribution in 
respect of one of the most difficult and 
most important issues in our public life 
will very largely depend upon their 
constructive involvement and participa
tion. • 

W ESTGATE, Ridge Park, The 
Grange. These most southerly 

Pietermaritzburg suburbs tumble down 
a long and verdant decline to the west of 
the Richmond Road. They are, to look 
at, nothing out of the ordinary: quite 
modest, in fact. Yet they house a com
muni ty which appea r s to have 
stepped into the vanguard of multiracial 
local government in South Africa. 

The first of these southern suburbs, 
The Grange, was built in the early 1970s 
to provide economic rented accommoda
tion for low-income white families. 
Westgate followed in the late 1970s and 
Ridge Park (a low-cost private develop
ment) several years later. In the early 
1980s, when the State's policy shifted 
from housing provision to ownership 
and self-help, most of the properties 
passed into private hands. 

At least two years before the repeal of 
the Group Areas Act black families, 
under nominees and closed corporations, 
Were taking advantage of reasonable 
prices and moving in. After the repeal, 
the trickle became a substantial flow, 
although many white owners had not the 
means (or the inclination) to move out. 

Was this a recipe for plunging prices 
and racial tension? On the contrary, 
prices have held steady, and the integra
tion process has given rise to the 
Southgate Area Charter. 

In a nutshell, the Charter — described 
recently as a "mixture between a body 
corporate in a townhouse complex and a 
neighbourhood watch" — will draw the 
home-owning community together 
through common goals such as security, 
beautification, public amenities, and 
codes of conduct — all designed to 
enhance the quality of life, reduce tension, 
and of course to protect the value of 
property. 

At a public meeting held in The 
Grange school hall late in January, an 
enthusiastic senior municipal official told 
the audience of 500: "This should be the 
model for the city; in fact, it should be 
the model for the whole country." 

TO UNDERSTAND more fully the 
implications of the Charter, and 

how it works, it is worth starting at the 
beginning. 

Enter Albert Nash, a Pietermaritzburg 
real estate expert who has served on the 
national executive of the Institute of 
Estate Agents of South Africa, as well as 
heading the local branch. In the late 
1980s Nash turned his thoughts to the 
implications for the property market of 
the repeal of Group Areas. It did not 
take him long to realise that the black 
demand for white housing would be 
considerable, not least because families 
who could afford to do so (and there 
were plenty of these) would be only too 
willing to move closer to their places of 
work, and to improved public amenities, 
and at the same time as far as possible 
from the many black areas around the 
Natal capital plagued by the province's 
endemic political violence. He foresaw, 
too, that it would be the white lower-
income groups who would be at the 
interface of this rapid suburban integra
tion. 

"For 40 years, the Nationalist Govern
ment had been taking the country down 
a highly regulated, separatist road," 
Nash says. "Then, all of a sudden, they 
changed direction. They took away the 
old regulations, and left a void. People 
felt unprotected, vulnerable, wary. That 
was when I began to think of some form 
of neighbourhood charter." 

The essence of the Charter, some 
elements of which Nash picked up on 
visits to America, is succinctly expressed 
when he asserts: "If you can get people 
to arrive at a common goal, the cultural 
and political aspirations become 
secondary." Almost inevitably, then, the 
Charter concept is based on goal-
oriented management techniques where 
KRAs (key result areas) are identified 
and strategies for achieving the desired 
results are developed. Some of the over
arching goals for a racially mixed suburb, 
Nash reasoned, would surely be in the 
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areas of security, health and hygiene, 
household occupancy numbers and acti
vity, vehicle numbers per property, noise 
and nuisance control, beautification; all 
elements in the quality of life and of 
amenity which householders sharing a 
common area would be keen to protect 
and enhance. 

"It seemed to me vital that goals 
should be realistic and attainable, and 
that everyone be encouraged to partici
pate in achieving them," Nash says. 

Participation, and communication, 
would be ensured by the division of the 
neighbourhood into 10-house cells, each 
of which would elect a head person. 
Three such cells would be under the care 
of a group leader who in turn would 
communicate directly with an umbrella 
Charter committee. And the whole struc
ture would be given teeth by the recently-
passed Abolition of Racially Based Laws 
Act of 1991. 

This Act makes provision for Area 
Committees of six people to be formed 
and to control conditions — including 
such issues as overcrowding, use of 
property for commercial and other 
endeavours, noise levels — in the areas 
of their jurisdiction. 

In terms of the Act, such committees 
are then empowered to submit agreed 
controls for ratification by the local 
authority. Once ratified, these local area 
"rules" would take precedent over 
existing by-laws. 

Remarked one experienced official: 
"For years we have been under pressure 
to relax the by-laws, especially relating 
to property use in the various town 
planning scheme zones. Now communi
ties can decide for themselves. It wouldn't 
surprise me at all if, under this new 
system, these regulations aren't actually 
tightened up as people seek to protect 
the overall quality of their neighbour
hoods." 

THE BEAUTY of the system, of 
course, is that smallish groups of 

property-owners will be able to make 
their own rules and will have the legal 
backing to make them stick. 

These legal provisions fitted perfectly 
with Nash's neighbourhood charter 
ideas. But where to test them? 

His eyes turned naturally to the most 
southerly suburbs, since, by the third 
quarter of 1991, they were the most 
racially mixed in Pietermaritzburg. He 
enlisted the help of Councillor George 
de Beer, in whose ward these suburbs 

lay. To the three suburbs of Westgate, 
The Grange, and Ridge Park, they added 
the older but northerly-adjacent area of 
Fairmead. Here, then, was a cohesive 
suburban block comprising around 
1 200 properties, more than 60% black 
owned, more than 30% white owned, and 
with a smattering of Indian and Coloured 
home owners tossed into the brew. Even 
a new name emerged: Southgate. 

De Beer canvassed people in the 
suburb, finding the older white residents 
in the telephone book, the newcomers in 
the records of estate agents. An initial 
meeting of 30 canvassed people was 
called. After lengthy debate, a Southgate 
Area Charter steering committee was 
elected. At the public meeting in January, 
to which all home owners and residents 
were invited, this committee was re
elected and enlarged as the inaugural 
committee. 

The names of the members are reveal
ing: Edwin Mkhize, chairman; Willie 
Beukes, vice-chairman; Johan du Randt, 
secretary; Anthony Mlotshwa, Jonathan 
Swift, Patricia Dubuzana, Maxwell 
Sithole, Leon du Toit, Wilson Mathonsi 
and Alida Nowlan. 

"I feel we have a chance," chairman 
Mkhize says. "We are all different racial 
groups and we need to learn more. But I 
am optimistic." 

Neither does his optimism appear 
unfounded. 

Stories are beginning to emerge. 
There's the one about the white woman 
who felt her black neighbours were 
trying to force her out; a committee 
member intervened. Or the one about a 
new black family which brought with 
them three goats; the problem is in the 
process of being resolved. Or the family 
who dumped their refuse in an open 
space until the chairman of the commit
tee himself spoke to them. (As Mkhize 
points out: "Many of these people were 
living in areas where there are no by
laws, but we are trying to make it clear to 
them that in town it is important for 
them to learn the rules and be friendly 
with their neighbours.") 

Braai magic: 

"Soon the kids 
were playing 

together" 

One summer evening, an Afrikaans-
speaking committee member mowed a 
piece ofgrass in an open space and held a 

braai for his neighbours; a few of them 
stood in the shadows, watching; "but 
soon the kids were playing together," an 
observer remarked, "and then the adults 
began to get to know each other." 

Mkhize himself testifies to the growing 
credibility of the Southgate Area Charter 
committee. "Two women brought a 
small child they had found wandering in 
the street. I said: why do you bring it to 
me? They replied: because you are the 
Charter chairman. I made contact with 
the police, but before they arrived a man 
came to claim the child. I said: why do 
you come to me? He gave me the same 
reply." 

THE CHARTER committee's legal 
adviser has suggested that they 

draw up two types of charter: one in 
terms of the conditions laid down in the 
Abolition of Racially Based Laws Acts, 
which would cater to property owners 
only in terms of agreed legal require
ments; and a wider charter to embrace 
everyone living in the area, including 
tenants and family members. It is in this 
broader charter that much of the com
munity building effort will be enshrined. 
The inaugural committee is currently 
working on these documents, but with 
careful plans to "check back with the 
community at all times". 

Once the charters have been accepted, 
the committee will operate like a small 
local authority, responding to its consti
tuency's needs, liaising with the Pieter
maritzburg City Council as the supplier 
of major services, and attending to the 
day to day running of the area. It is 
envisaged that a small administrative 
office will soon be opened. 

What is the atmosphere like in the 
working committee meetings? 

Mkhize responds: "Sometimes you 
find people have different attitudes. But 
if someone makes a mistake, it is 
important not to expose or belittle that 
person. I would say we are getting on 
reasonably well. There will be ups and 
downs. What we are trying to do will not 
happen overnight. But I can say truth
fully, there is no aggression. Nobody is 
walking out." 

Remember the enthusiastic senior 
official at the public meeting in January 
who said "this should be the model for 
the whole country"? He also said: "If 
this is what the new South Africa is going 
to be like, then we are going to win. We 
are going to be roaringly successful." 

Over-enthusiastic, perhaps. But there 
certainly appears to be some room for 
optimism. • 
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LAND 

Trekpass'says: Pack-up 
and go! 

FERIAL HAFFAJEE and JOSIAS CHABALALA, 
who write for Weekly Mail, report on growing 
tensions on the Eastern Transvaal platteland. 

PARANOIA on the platteland is 
likely to leave droves of labour 

tenants and their families homeless in 
the south-eastern Transvaal. 

The spectre of trade union rights for 
farmworkers and a Land Claims Court 
is provoking a "general hysteria" among 
Transvaal farmers, says Ken Margo of 
the Transvaal Rural Action Committee. 

And this hysteria is resulting in a spate 
of evictions which started late last year. 

One of those facing eviction is 
Christina Hlatswayo, a labour tenant on 
the farm 'Amakhaya' near Piet Retief 
(see David Goldblatt's cover picture). 
She takes out a crumpled piece of paper 
with four lines of spidery writing from 
her mourning dress. Signed by the farmer 
on whose land she is a tenant, it is her 
'trekpass' — the eviction notice previous
ly used to allow evicted labour tenants to 
travel without being arrested. 

In these post-dompas days, all the 
note means to her is the loss of the land 
she and her family have worked for 
fifteen years. 

The trouble started on Christmas Day 
last year when her cattle wandered onto 
land through a hole in the fence. They 
trampled part of his mealie field and ate 
stalks. 

The farmer promptly loaded the cattle 
onto a van and carted them to a butcher 
in Piet Retief. The Dirkiesdorp police 
intervened and transported the cattle to 
a pound in Ermelo. After paying almost 
R1500 and a further R300 in transport 
costs, Christina got the cattle back, but 
four were missing. 

In February the farmer gave her her 
trekpass — three months to get off the 
land. 

Way off the beaten track, you reach 
her compound via a maze of dirt roads 
and roughly constructed fences. From 
the five houses, small children come 
running out to greet her. Young men set 
out chairs for us. In the background, a 

breastfeeding mother stares inquisitively. 
Christina points proudly to a field of 

flourishing mealies, to spinach, toma
toes, and cabbages all of which are used 
by the family. A traditional beer brewing 
hut, a maize storage room, a pen for her 
livestock and five huts complete the 
scene. 

Christina cannot read and she has 
never been further than Ermelo. Asked 
what she will do, she casts her eyes 
heavenward, throws up her hands and 
takes another sniff from her snuff bottle. 

Abraham Dithlake, of the Farm
workers Research and Resource Project, 
believes the reason for the current spate 
of evictions lies in the fear of land claims 
by those labour tenants with generations' 
old tenure. 

Last year, the Abolition of Racially 
Based Land Measures Act provided for 
the setting up of a Land Commission to 
consider various land claims. 

Most of the evictions are aimed at 
those with the longest tenure, those who 
have burial groundvon the farms, accord
ing to Solly Zwane, a representative of 
the African National Congress in the 
Eastern Transvaal. 

Recently when lawyers asked the 
tenants to say what they thought was a 
fair solution they replied that they 
wanted to stay on the farm and be 
allowed to keep livestock. Not one spoke 
about wanting to own the land. 

Parliament may pass legislation this 
session, which will grant farmworkers 
the protection and rights of the Labour 
Relations and Basic Conditions of 
Employment Act. Farmers fear trade 
unionism growing among farmworkers. 

Boy Nzimande, whose grandfather 
was born on the farm he must soon 
leave, says that the farmer told him to 
"go and report the matter to the Cosatu" 
when he complained . According to the 
tenants, no unions operate on the farms 
they work on. 

The attitude of farmers to trade unions 

Society needs a i 

WHYD 
RANDO 

Mary de Haas, 
Department of Social Anthropology, 

University of Natal. 

is illustrated by a recent article in the 
journal "Effective Farming": "If you 
can train, select and motivate workers 
you need not fear trade unions because 
the teamates on your staff will be more 
loyal to you than to any meddlesome 
shop steward or politico." 

Kobus Kleynhans, deputy director of 
the Agricultural Union, says the organi
sation has not heard of the evictions. He 
said a solution to the crisis was to "enter 
into a normal service contract" where 
the tenants would be paid wages and in 
turn would rent the land. 

Joan Bekkers, a representative of the 
Rural Foundation, an organisation train
ing farmers in community development 
and labour relations, says the crisis 
stems from the fact that many farmers 
are moving from a labour tenant relation
ship to a wage relationship. 

Transvaal Rural Action Committee's 
Ken Margo says that the breakdown of 
the traditional baasskap relationship 
between farmer and worker, increased 
mechanisation and the fact that tracts of 
land are being sold to forestry com
panies are also reasons for the evictions. 

Odette Geldenhuys, of the Legal 
Resources Centre, says the only long-
term solutions to the eviction problem is 
"for us, as lawyers, to make representa
tions to the land commission". • 
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new total strategy of a completely different order involving its 
radical restructuring. 

) 0 WHITE GUNMEN MAKE 
)M ATTACKS ON BLACKS? 

AS WE teeter uneasily on the brink 
of a New South Africa, violence is 

tearing the fabric of our country apart, 
and poses the single greatest threat to 
future stability. Media reports on violent 
crime have become routine, and a low 
intensity civil war — euphemistically 
referred to as 'unrest' — rages, largely 
unseen, in black areas. The painful fact 
that there is no corner of our lives that 
violence does not penetrate, is becoming 
increasingly evident. 

Recent weeks have seen the emergence 
of a new manifestation of violence, in the 
form of a spate of apparently random 
attacks on blacks by armed whites. 

Now, attacks on blacks by whites is 
nothing new: Fifteen years ago, for 
example, the Commissioner of Police 
reported 'nearly three times more as
saults . . . by whites against Africans than 
vice versa.' Ten years ago, the Sunday 
Tribune carried a report on independent 
ombudsman Eugene Roelofse, whose 
time was spent investigating 'sjambok-
happy white farmers who also use guns, 
knives, ropes and other torture refine
ments to chastise their labourers.' 

What is new is the way in which beserk 
white gunmen — such as Kallie Delport 
who allegedly killed 9 people in Lady-
smith — who appear to lack an overtly 
political agenda, vent their destructive 
aggression primarily on members of 
another racial group. 

The question is, why? 

THE ROOTS of violence are com
plex, and are embedded in our 

human condition. Simplistic theories 
which conjure up images of the naked 
ape defending his territory are clearly 
inadequate, and the fact that they con
tinue to enjoy a measure of popular 
support is doubtless linked to the way in 
which they deflect attention from a 
critical examination of individuals and 
societal culpability. 

The anthropological evidence shows 
quite clearly the way in which the nature 
of society may either promote or mini
mise whatever inherent destructive 

potential humans have. In understanding 
human violence we need to look to the 
way in which we differ from animals — 
to human consciousness, the symbols it 
creates, and the meanings with which it 
invests those symbols. 

In South Africa, it is race which is of 
key symbolic and structural significance, 
for it has given rise to grossly distorted 
power structures, which cannot but 
negatively affect oppressors and 
oppressed alike. As with slavery, 'the 
master is as much imprisoned, if not as 
painfully, as he (the slave) is.' It is to the 
racist nature of our society that we must 
look if we are to understand why these 
recent attacks have occurred. 

THE HISTORIAN Leonard Thomp
son describes South Africa as a 

'pigmentocratic industrialised state'. 
The 'schizoid world' of which the indus
trialised state is an integral part, itself 
engenders human responses which may 
fuel destructive tendencies, such as 
existential angst and a sense of im
potence. More important, however, is 
the pigmentocratic nature of our state, in 
which formal political (and economic) 
power rests firmly in white hands. 

The structure of South African society 
is legitimated by the myth of the 
differentness of its inhabitants — of its 
'unassimilable races and cultures'. The 
foundations were laid during colonial 
expansionism in the 19th century, a 
process greatly facilitated by the twin 
dogmas of Scientific Racism and Social 
Darwinism — an unquestioning belief in 
the inherent and God-given superiority 
of some races, (defined in terms of 
criteria such as skin colour and head 
size) over others, who were lower down 
the evolutionary scale. 

It was, however, not only the in
digenous blacks who were the victims of 
British colonialism; Afrikaners, too, 
fought to retain their birthright against 
the foreign intruders, and initially lost. 
In the ensuing struggle, a sense of nation
hood was forged. It was a nation with 
biblical parallels, a nation with a calling: 

A people (volk) elected by God with a 
God-given destiny. 

When the struggle was finally won, 
and the Nationalist Party government 
came to power in 1948, it set about 
fulfilling that destiny, a destiny from 
which blacks were excluded:'... there is 
but one way of saving the white races for 
the world. And that is for the white and 
non-white in Africa each to exercise his 
rights within his own areas,' said Dr 
H.F. Verwoerd. 

Building upon the tribal foundations 
of colonialism, the government set about 
creating black nations. The fact that the 
division into nations involved only 
blacks, and not whites, further reveals 
the fundamentally racist ideology upon 
which the policy was premised. Thus 
ethnicity became a window dressing for 
the fundamental racism which remained 
both structurally and ideologically en
trenched. At a structural level, the 
bantustans became the cornerstone of 
grand apartheid (which is thus, by no 
means dead), and notions of race explain
ing cultural differences, long since 
discounted in scientific circles, continued 
to hold sway. 

THUS WERE the seeds for much of 
the violence we see around us today 

sown. Black resistance to apartheid 
erupted in violence in 1960 and again in 
the 1970's. Since Soweto in 1976, politi
cal violence has been a conspicuous 
feature of South African life, and has 
gained increasing momentum in Natal 
from the early 1980's. Crime, too — long 
the scourge of economically and politi
cally deprived black ghettoes — has also 
intensified, and has increasingly spilled 
over into white areas. 

This ongoing political revolt was met, 
until relatively recently, with increasingly 
repressive measures, including bannings, 
detentions and torture. During these 
years of repression (1970's and 1980's), 
immense powers were given to the police; 
they were, as Pauw's recent book on 
apartheid's death squads amply demon-
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// is unrealistic to expect that years 
and years of indoctrination can be 
undone with the same speed as can the 
unbanning of political organisations... 

strates, above the law, and exercised 
their will with impunity. 

Repression was ideologically justified: 
With the independence of neighbouring 
states such as Angola and Mozambique, 
and internal revolt, South Africa, the 
government declared, was facing a total 
onslaught. To deal with the onslaught a 
total strategy was needed; this strategy 
involved the increasing militarisation of 
South African society, the tentacles of 
the military extending further and 
further into civil society. Like the sub
jects of witchcraft persecutions through
out the ages the enemy, in the form of the 
ANC/Communist Party and their allies, 
represented a threat to the core values of 
society, including its Christian ethos. 
The social construction of 'the enemy', 
of necessity, involves a destruction of the 
enemy's humanness. 

Apart from a few misguided whites, 
the enemy was, of course, black. 

This strategy was facilitated by the 
authoritarianism which permeates our 
society, which extolls conformity and 
stifles critical thought. It was also made 
possible by the unique nature of South 
African society — the 'separate realities' 
of whites and blacks. Social and spatial 
isolation is, itself, a breeding ground for 
violence, for violence flourishes when 
communication breaks down. 

It is against this background that the 
changes of February, 1990, took place. 
Suddenly, the enemy was unbanned and 
the previously unthinkable — black 
majority rule — had become a distinct 
possibility, with all that entailed, includ
ing the threat to all that whites held dear. 

What sort of effect have all these 
events had on whites? 

ALTHOUGH it is, of course, an 
oversimplification to talk about the 

white response, a certain level of generali
sation is possible, provided one bears in 
mind the degree of variation around the 
'average' which exists. 

Firstly, it would be unrealistic to 
expect that years and years of indoctrina
tion about 'the enemy' can be undone 
with the same speed as can the unbanning 
of political organisations, and it is likely 
that many whites are experiencing a high 

degree of what social psychologists term 
cognitive dissonance as a result of the 
sudden 'disconfirmation of a firmly held 
expectation'. 

Whites have a very limited knowledge, 
and virtually no understanding, of what 
is happening in black communities 
around them. They continue to accept 
that blacks are 'different', and the way in 
which this difference is perceived varies 
from the colonial stereotype of people 
who are 'less civilised' because they are 
on a lower rung of the evolutionary 
ladder, to their being of different, non 
human order altogether — a view which 
is certainly encountered amongst some 
extremely right-wing Afrikaners. 

The partial knowledge of whites is 
based on media reports (which are often 
grossly inadequate), and the limited type 
of interaction which has been the norm 
(e.g. with domestic workers). There may 
also have been personal experience as a 
victim of crime. The militarisation of our 
society has, through the call-up system, 
also impinged upon the lives of the 
majority of whites, and increasing 
numbers have served in local townships. 

significant that Riaan Malan's book, My 
Traitor's Heart, which represents in 
many ways an outpouring of guilt (and 
no real understanding of the dynamics of 
the situation) should strike such a respon
sive chord amongst many South African 
whites. 

We are, as many put it, a country in 
the grip of 'massive unreality and fear' 
and it is small wonder that so many 
whites have sought refuge in the 
possession of guns. Quite apart from the 
high percentage who own licensed fire
arms there is the question of the apparent 
ease with which they acquire weapons 
not available to the general public, such 
as the semi-automatic weapon allegedly 
used by Delport. 

Guns, with their powerful phallic 
symbolism, are the instruments par 
excellence for overcoming a sense of 
powerlessness and impotence, and they 
have 'a strong effect — generally dulling 
— on the consciousness of those who use 
them'. 

The point was made earlier that whites 
are differentially affected by the general 
social climate and the changes which 
have been set in motion. Here class is an 
important factor, because of its associa
tion with variables such as education 
and wealth. In terms of the argument 
advanced here, one would expect that 
those for whom the situation was most 
threatening, and lacking the means for 
dealing with the threat in a constructive 
manner, would be those resorting to 
violence; i.e. extremely right-wing 

An overhaul of the legal/judicial system, 
itself subverted by the power of the 
security establishment, is imperative. 

The lack of understanding can only 
worsen the fear which is almost palpable 
in white South African society. For some 
years, social scientists have noted a 
relationship between the white fears en
gendered by the social upheavals of the 
1970's and 1980's and the move to new 
religious movements. The events of 
February, 1990, would have exacerbated 
these fears. 

Whites are not only fearful, they are 
also beset by feelings of guilt. There are 
obvious parallels between our situation 
and that of Nazi Germany, and Fromm 
(1973:86) points out that 'the Nazis had 
to use an elaborate system of camouflage 
of atrocities in order to cope with the 
conscience of the average man'. It is 

Afrikaners, whose 'objects of devotion' 
— land and volk — are being threatened 
and must be defended. The view that 
blacks are less than human would be 
another predisposing factor. Indeed, the 
perpetrators of recent violence appear to 
have been working-class Afrikaners. 

In explaining why some persons erupt 
in 'one big blow up' personality factors, 
seen in the context of the broader familial 
and social milieu, are obviously crucial. 

One would hypothesise that such 
persons are plagued by emotional 
problems, and feelings of inadequacy 
and impotence, and lack the ego strength 
and communicative ability to deal with 
them. 
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AFTER NINE PEOPLE WERE KILLED WHEN A LONE GUNMAN RAN AMOK IN A 
NORMALLY GENTEEL NORTHERN NATAL TOWN, SARA JAGWANTH, 
RESEARCHER AT NATAL UNIVERSITY'S CENTRE FOR CRIMINAL JUSTICE 
WENT TO INVESTIGATE. SHE FOUND THE INSENSITIVITY OF MANY WHITES 
TO THE RESENTMENT AND HURT OF THE BLACKS HAD MATERIALLY 
CHANGED THE FACE OF LADYSMITH. 

Killing spree 
I AM NO stranger to the town of 

Ladysmith, having visited my family 
there over several years. But when we 
drove into the town on the Friday 
morning, four days after nine people 
were gunned down in a crowded shop
ping centre, I knew then that the genteel 
face of this northern Natal town had 
changed forever. 

Ladysmith is no stranger to tragedy or 

drama, and as the mayor, Ruston Muller, 
put it: "We always bounce back". 

But since the shooting spree on the 
morning of January 20 which left nine 
people dead and scores of others injured, 
the resentment, anger and pain seems 
destined to endure long after the blood 
stains have been washed from the pave
ments. 

The killing spree began that Monday 

From previous page 

Is there a solution? 
There is certainly no quick fix 

solution. In the situation we are in, as 
long as there are inadequate people with 
access to guns, we should not be sur
prised if further such incidents occur. 
These incidents are part and parcel of the 
violence which is so deeply embedded in 
the structure of our society that the road 
ahead is a long and arduous one. It calls 
for a new total strategy of a completely 
different order to the old one, which 
involves a radical restructuring of 
society. 

There is, firstly, a need for a far tighter 
control over access to dangerous 
weapons — the problem is far greater 
than simply allowing licences, because 
illegal access is so widespread. Weapon 
control involves also the question of 
private armies which include not only 
MK, but private security companies, 

and, in Natal, the KwaZulu police. 
Secondly, an overhaul of legal/judicial 

system, itself subverted by the power of 
the security establishment, is imperative. 
Concern is quite correctly being ex
pressed over the cavalier way in which 
prison sentences are being reduced by 
the Department of Correctional Services. 

Proficient investigation and senten
cing is a matter in need of urgent 
attention. 

In conjunction with a new political 
dispensation which sets about correcting 
the gross imbalances in power should go 
a concerted effort to destroy racism at all 
levels; the role of contact, and improved 
communication, is paramount. 

There is no time to lose. If the root 
causes of violence in its various manifes
tations — including the indiscriminate 
killing of blacks by whites — are not 
addressed now the prospects of a protrac
ted civil war can only increase. • 
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morning on a nearby farm, when Kallie 
Delport allegedly shot dead his father 
and a domestic worker, and ended an 
hour later in the busy business centre in a 
trail of death and mayhem. 

Save for Delport's father, all the 
victims were black. This has left the 
majority of the blacks in Ladysmith 
believing that the attack was a racially 
motivated one. 

Though this is emphatically denied by 
the mayor, who dismissed the theory as 
"bad publicity for the town," the racial 
hostility, bitterness and anger is clearly 
evident, especially in the wake of wide
spread allegations of preferential treat
ment given to Delport. 

As Cosatu spokesman AK Rassool 
remarked, emotions have steadily grown 
into a "terrible spiral" and many are 
asking if this tragedy can indeed be 
classed together with the ravaging floods 
that have plagued the town in the past. 

The alleged attitude of many whites 
after the killing has done little to allay 
the tensions in the community. At least 
three Indian businessmen, who declined 
to be named, described the recent 
"arrogant and almost triumphant" atti
tude of whites which was not prevalent 
before the killings, as if giving tacit 
support for the incident. 

There have also been increasing 
reports from black workers that their 
white employers are treating the incident 
as a joke and have expressed open 
support for Delport. One shop steward 
has already confirmed that he is investi
gating complaints from workers regard
ing a remark from a supervisor that 
"Kallie had not done a good enough 
job". 

The shop steward remarked that it 
was indeed sad that it took a spray of 
bullets and the blood of nine residents to 
flush to the fore the "bigotry and 
conservatism" that has long pervaded 
the minds of the conservative whites in 
Ladysmith. Soon after tfye shooting, Mr 
Mathe, the regional director of the 
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From Page Thirteen 

Laws have changed — but it will take 

generations to change attitudes 

Northern Natal Council of Churches, 
said he had witnessed white families 
"proudly" pointing out bullet-riddled 
walls to their children "as if it were a 
monument". 

"This kind of insensitivity is simply 
beyond explanation and it seems as if 
most whites here have not realised just 
how painful this incident has been for 
us," he said. 

Ironically, the incident has acted as a 
unifying factor in the townships, especial
ly between ANC and IFP supporters, 
and the "black community is united in 
expressing its outrage at the shooting," 
said Mr Mathe. 

"While the magnitude of this tragedy 
cannot be undermined, it has brought to 
the attention of the world the plight of 
blacks in forgotten conservative towns 
such as Ladysmith," said a community 
leader. 

Dr Ahmed Sader, the chairman of the 
ANC branch in Ladysmith, said that the 
incident brought to the surface "under
lying racial tensions in the town". At the 
same time, many community members 
warned against the complacent and self-
congratulatory attitudes that have 
emerged since talk of the "new South 
Africa" began two years ago. 

They highlighted the point that while 
laws have indeed changed, it is going to 
take generations of painful re-adjustment 
before a significant change in attitudes is 
seen. 

THERE IS now a growing call by 
community members for the estab

lishment of suitable avenues of public 
complaint structures in Ladysmith. "Let 
us use this incident to focus on the lack 
of service organisations and avenues of 
complaint in Ladysmith," one com
munity member said. 

Mr Mathe described the growing dis
satisfaction on the part of the black 
community regarding their perceived 
failure of the criminal justice system to 
operate effectively. He commented that 
"if the anger and fears of the black 
community are not addressed, then the 
potential for violent conflict is very 
high." 

There is increasing concern that there 
has been an improper interference with 
the course of justice amidst allegations 

of Delport's preferential treatment while 
in custody. 

What has especially contributed to the 
popular notion that justice will not take 
its course is the fact that Delport was 
allegedly brought to subsequent court 
hearings in a private car, without hand
cuffs, and was later seen by reporters 
chatting with police in the charge office. 

Anxious to defuse the situation, police 
have already stated they would investi
gate the complaints about Delport's 
treatment while in custody. According 
to several community leaders, black 
people are "outraged" and feel very 
"betrayed" that Delport is said to be 
being given special treatment while in 
custody. 

" Jhe incident was patterned along the 
lines of similar political tragedies in 
South Africa and unless a sense of justice 
is perceived by the community, I fear the 
possibility of people forming an army to 
protect themselves," Dr Sader said. 

This sentiment was endorsed by Mr 
Rassool who said that the community is 
no longer assured of police protection 
and are already talking about arming 
themselves. 

BUT SOME of the most vocal com
plaints to be aired since the massacre 

have been about police action, or the 
alleged inaction, during the shooting. 

"I am torn between my Christian prin
ciples, but I cannot help thinking that if 
he were a black man, it is more than likely 
that he would have been shot even 
before he was arrested," said Mr Mathe. 

Similar sentiment was echoed by many 
black people in Ladysmith, who have 
complained that the history of the South 
African Police in dealing with black 
suspects has done little to dispel existing 
suspicions. 

While much of the details of the 
drama that morning is still unclear, what 
can be established is that Delport alleged
ly shot and killed people at four different 
places in the city centre. Most of the 
victims, six in total, were killed in a local 
shopping centre, which was the second 
outbreak of shooting. The entire spree 
lasted about twenty minutes. 

"The police could have stopped 
Delport before he got to the shopping 
centre, where he claimed his first 

victims," said Mr Mathe, a view held by 
other witnesses who claim that Delport 
could have been stopped within minutes 
of his firing the first shots. 

Some witnesses alleged that it took the 
police between five to ten minutes to get 
to the shopping centre, by which time 
Delport had already left and allegedly 
killed another two people — including a 
traffic officer — at different locations in 
the city centre. 

"It is inconceivable that the police 
took about 25 minutes to respond from 
the time the shooting started," said one 
witness. Delport was only apprehended 
by the police on his way out of town. 

Investigating this point, research staff 
at the Centre for Criminal Justice con
ducted a test by driving from the police 
station to the shopping centre. With two 
obligatory stops at robots, the duration 
of this trip was less than 140 seconds. 

Surviving victims of the shooting have 
also complained about the delay in get
ting them to the hospital. One of the 
victims, who did not wish to be named, 
said "had the victims been white, it is 
unlikely that there would have been the 
hour-long delay in getting them to the 
hospital". 

At the time of arrest, Delport was 
reportedly found with more than 3000 
rounds of ammunition in his possession. 

Dr Sader said that the community is 
questioning how so unstable a man came 
to be in possession of such a large 
quantity of ammunition. 

A neighbour has described Delport as 
"trigger-happy" and who reached for his 
gun at the slightest sign of trouble. Mr 
Bonnie York, whose ammunition store 
is metres away from where Delport 
allegedly went on the shooting spree, 
said that Delport purchased most of his 
ammunition from the store. 

A record of every purchase was kept 
in a register, but according to Mr York, 
it was likely that Mr Delport accumu
lated his ammunition supply over the 
years. 

"Between him and his father I would 
say that they owned at least ten firearms, 
many of which they bought in this 
store," said Mr York. 

"The number of firearms and the 
amount of ammunition in Delport's 
possession far exceeded what would be 
acceptable for the purposes of protection 
and it is here that the police must be seen 
to be acting if black fears are to be 
dispelled," said Mr Mathe. 

As we drove out of Ladysmith after a 
day of exhausting emotions, I realised 
then that Ladysmith has now become a 
strange and unfamiliar town to me. • 
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CONSIDER STUDENTS' ca
pabilities and students' 
needs when teaching them 
language. That is the 
message, based on years of 
experience, from WALTER 
SAUNDERS, professor of 
English, in an analysis of 
difficulties facing black 
students today. 

IN AN earlier article for Reality, 
Professor Saunders wrote 
of the poor reading ability 
of many blacks handicapped 
by a flawed system that 
perpetuates itself "produc
ing teachers who do not 
read, who in turn produce 
students who do not read". 

IN THIS issue he discusses the 
choice of prescribed reading 
material 

"UNTIL there is considerable 
language mastery and until 
there is considerable experi
ence of current literature, 
reflecting current, and even 
local, issues and concerns, 
there is little sense in com
pelling students to grapple 
with books about remote 
events, written in a highly 
complex and antiquated 
style - for example 
Dickens, George Eliot and 
Thomas Hardy. 

"SINCE the early '60s there has 
been a marvellous outpour
ing of African literature in 
English. It is of current 
interest. It is accessible. 
Much of it is excellent. That 
is what we should be prescri
bing." 

Mastering English 
MOST BLACK students entering 

tertiary institutions and register
ing to major in English, have never 
studied English poetry at all, or at most 
only a few poems, and those, as likely as 
not, ill-chosen and unappealing. 

There seems to be little concern for the 
suitability of introductory material in 
this sensitive area of study. The main 
reason why the matric poetry option is 
so seldom taught in black schools is 
because it is beyond the comprehension 
of students and, if the truth be known, of 
most of the teachers, too. 

Twentieth century poetry is partly to 
blame for this: Eliot, Pound and the 
whole abstruse modern tribe. As a result 
of this idiosyncratic and elitist develop
ment, there is a general notion, particular
ly in black schools (and again I'm 
thinking of the teachers as much as the 
students) that poetry must be very diffi
cult, or it is of inferior quality. 

Blue Black and other poems published 
by Hodder & Stoughton Educational 
was compiled in part to combat this 
notion and the negative response to 
poetry that it helps to foster. The object 
of the book is the introduction of poetry 
to black second-language students and it 
contains material for two, three or even 
more years of study. 

It is prescribed at university and 
teachers' training colleges on the assump
tion that most incoming students have 
not studied poetry before. It might with 
equal success be introduced to students 
in Std 8 or 9. 

The book has three sections. The first 
begins with poems that are simple and 
short — but good nonetheless. They 
gradually increase in length and com
plexity. 

All these poems are written in free 
verse and the idiom they employ is 
present-day English. Most of the poems 
are from modern Africa, but a fair 
number are from Ancient Egypt, Greece 
and Israel, and Japan (the haiku) — all 
in accessible modern translations. Ten 
were written by black students at the 
University of Bophuthatswana and the 
Mgwenya College of Education in the 
eastern Transvaal. These were included, 
partly for their intrinsic merit, and partly 
to encourage those who study the book 
to write poetry too. 

ONE OF the objects of the book is 
the encouragement of creative 

writing. The guide contains a number of 

suggestions and creative exercises, 
generally related to the poems them
selves. 

You may be surprised that I recom
mend creative writing for struggling 
second-language students, but in my 
experience they find it a lot easier than 
trying to master the writing of academic 
prose. In creative writing they are dealing 
very largely with the immediate, the 
familiar and the concrete, not the remote 
and abstract. In my experience students 
discover a creativity they did not know 
they possessed — a sad comment on 
their previous 12 or 15 years of so-called 
education! They gain in confidence in 
the writing of English and they become 
more sensitive to both language and 
literature. 

The second section of Blue Black 
consists of longer poems and passages in 
free verse, still with a strong African 
emphasis. Here the student is introduced 
to the originator of modern free verse, 
Walt Whitman, and to D.H. Lawrence. 
The student is also introduced to epic 
poetry: there are two passages from a 
modern translation of Homer's Iliad, 
and six passages from Mazisi Kunene's 
own translation from the Zulu of his 
Emperor Shaka the Great. 

The third section consists of a brief 
survey of English and American poetry 
in traditional metre and rhyme, from 
Chaucer to the present. This section is in 
many ways similar to standard antho
logies, but it has three newish elements. 
First: metre and rhyme are introduced 
through the poetry of the 20th century 
Zulu poet, H.I.E. Dhlomo. Second: there 
are a number of poems and passages that 
deal vividly with themes like tyranny and 
freedom. Examples of these are passages 
from Byron's The Isles of Greece and 
Shelley's Ode to Liberty and Words
worth's sonnet To Toussaint I'Ouverture. 

Few, if any, of the students have ever 
heard of the remarkable subject of this 
poem. Toussaint I'Ouverture was the 
first black leader to throw off white rule 
and win freedom for his country, now 
called Haiti. He became the victim of 
reactionary forces, and died in one of 
Napoleon's bleakest prisons in 1803. In 
his compassionate poem, Wordsworth 
sees Toussaint as epitomising man's 
struggle for freedom and justice. 

A third factor in this section is the 
favouring of poems and passages, related 
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From Page Fifteen BOOK REVIEW: 
Not one student in a thousand (or is it 
ten thousand?) will ever again look at a 

Shakespearian text 
to ancient Greek history and legend, 
particularly the story of Helen and the 
fall ofTroy. These stories are introduced, 
partly for their intrinsic interest and 
beauty, and partly because they have 
been constantly re-woven into the fabric 
of English literature. 

There are introductions to each section 
of the anthology and there is a guide to 
many of the poems. It was designed to a 
large extent for private study. 

This is also true of the second 'new 
text' I wish to discuss: Julius Caesar, 
abridged and modernised, the first of a 
projected series I have undertaken for 
the introduction of Shakespeare (pub
lished by Centaur, Pietermaritzburg). 

THE VERY thought of altering a 
Shakespearean text in any way, is 

offensive to many devoted Shake
spearean scholars, and also to many 
more people who have never read 
Shakespeare at all. 

Shakespeare wrote first and foremost 
to give pleasure. He taught, too, and 
exalted the mind of his audience. But 
first he captivated that mind by setting 
the imagination on fire — the best 
pleasure of all. 

This he did by the immediacy and 
colour of his lines. It was the way his 
lines reflected the world around him in 
speech and imagery and thought that 
gave his plays their immediacy, however 
remote their subject matter may have 
seemed. 

That so much of this immediacy can 
still be felt nearly four centuries later is a 
measure of Shakespeare's genius. But 
with the changes of language and thought 
and the very imagery of the world around 
us, a great deal of that immediacy has 
been lost. 

We attempt to find it again, by means 
of glossaries and footnotes and illustra
tions of various kinds. A large part of 
Shakespearean scholarship has this ex
plicatory end in view. And the more the 
Shakespearean scholar can recover for 
himself of the original immediacy and 
convey it to others, the better scholar he 
is. But his task is an endless one. He can 
at best be somewhere along the way. 

Yet we think of compelling young 
people to read a full Shakespearean text 
with all its difficulties, the most marked 
of all being those resulting from the loss 

of immediacy. 
To do this is to show an insensitivity, 

both to the young people and to 
Shakespeare. And, as in all things, the 
system gets the result it deserves: when 
they leave school, not one student in a 
thousand (or is it ten thousand?) will 
ever again look at a Shakespearean text. 

There is a measure of failure for you! 
And now I am no longer referring only 
to second-language students, but even 
more particularly to first-language 
students, because it is their literary 
heritage, to which they are being denied 
fair access, through the system's in
competence and insensitivity. 

THERE IS a growing lobby to omit 
the teaching of Shakespeare al

together in schools, and if there is no 
change in the way Shakespeare is intro
duced and 'taught', I side with that 
lobby. 

But, there is a way of turning the 
generally negative response to Shake
speare in schools (and even tertiary 
institutions) into a more positive one: 
first, by introducing his work in abridged 
versions; and, second, by modernising 
the text. 

It is more rewarding for students who 
are being introduced to Shakespeare to 
get to know several plays in abridged 
forms in the course of a year, than it is 
for them to be made to plod laboriously 
through one complete text. 

Modernisation helps to restore the 
lost immediacy. It enables a fluent 
reading, unhampered (or far less 
hampered) by the constant need to refer 
to the glossary and other learning aids. It 
provides a more direct access to what 
Shakespeare is saying. 

What is lost is much but by no means 
all of the poetry. This version of Julius 
Caesar may, in part, be compared to a 
translation of a work from another 
language. An inevitable loss occurs, but 
the gain lies in those who are unable to 
read the original, or who can only read it 
with difficulty, being able to read with 
relative ease. The gain is one of communi
cation and of consequent interest. And, 
of course, the original text is never really 
lost: it is always there for students to 
read — not because they have been 
compelled to do so, but because their 
interest has been aroused. • 

Addressing 
key issues 
relevant 

to change 
Spiegel A.D. and McAllister P. A. Transition 
and Tradition in Southern Africa, a festschrift 
for Philip and Iona Mayer. African Studies 
Fiftieth Anniversary volume. Vol. 50, Nos 1 
and 2, 1991. 

PHILIP and IONA MAYER were large
ly responsible for bringing the anthro
pology of the Eastern Cape out of the 
antiquarian rural paradigms and into 
the vital contemporary scene. Their 
reputation rests firmly on the Xhosa 
in Town trilogy and especially on 
Townsmen or Tribesmen which was the 
second volume. 

From that work developed the volumi
nous but unpublished manuscripts of the 
migrant labour project which provided 
the editors and two other of the contribu
tors to the present volume with impor
tant research opportunities. Some of 
that work appeared in Black Villagers in 
an Industrial Society edited by Mayer in 
1980 (Oxford UP) with which Tradition 
and Transition invites comparison. 

Tradition and Transition has no 
authoritative (and contentious) introduc
tion from the editors. Rather, its tone is 
set by a gentle biographical piece in 
which William Beinart, a historian, 
demonstrates the skills of the anthro
pologist rather better than some of the 
other contributors. Dunbar Moodie 
picks up the overused idea of "resis
tance" in a pre-N.U.M. account of how 
miners integrate the ideologies of "work" 
at home and in compound. John Argyle 
casts the process of urbanisation in a 
much more positive light, using a com
parison of dramatic performances to 
highlight the adaptation of individuals 
to their larger scale societies. Perfor
mance integrates experience and gives it 
both meaning and expression, subverting 
the tired dichotomies of the people of 
"two worlds". Robin Palmer subverts 
another tired dichotomy — that between 
the South African experience and all 
others — in a lively application of 
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Outlaw newspaper monopolies 
AN ESSENTIAL ELEMENT IN REAL MEDIA FREEDOM IS PLURALISM IN 

OWNERSHIP AND CONTROL 

_ by 
Colin Legum 

IT IS a remarkable fact that although 
Press freedom (taking in both the 

print and electronic media) is one of the 
essential bulwarks of a democratic 
society, virtually none of the Western 
democracies can claim, after centuries of 
practice, to have succeeded in creating a 
genuinely free Press. It is certainly not 
genuinely free in the United States or 
Britain, and still has important weak
nesses even in the more successful 
examples to be found in the Scandi
navian countries. 

An important starting-point is to 
define the essentials of a genuinely free 
Press. 

The first is that there should be a 
constitutional guarantee of Press free
dom, underpinned by the right of appeal, 
to the courts in the case of infringements. 

Other essentials are: a pluralism of 
newspapers and magazines reflecting the 
views of diverse political, social and 
economic interests; a law against mono
polistic ownership of newspapers; and 
accountable public control over a section 
of television and broadcasting, as best 
exemplified by the British Broadcasting 
Corporation. 

However, even when these essentials 
are guaranteed by law, the operation of 
market forces is such that it is impossible 
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Mayer's concept of incapsulation to the 
experience of Italians in London. 

Beinart's account of the origins of 
"Indlavini", rural gangs in Pondoland, 
draws attention to a major third force in 
Xhosa society which promises to over
whelm or synthesise the old Red-School 
dichotomy. "Red" implied an involve
ment in the wider society only inasfar as 
it was necessary to sustain the subsis
tence economy and culture at home. 
"School" people sought emancipation 
by acculturation, emulating the domi
nant whites — an aspiration rendered 
meaningless by legislated racism. 
"Indlavini" groups, like the urban 
comrades and youth brigades, give ex
pression to the revolutionary conse
quences of landlessness (which destroys 
"Red" aspirations) and the failure of 
acculturation to deliver emancipation. 

McAllister takes us into a backwater 
where beleagured "Reds" survive with 
some help from anthropologist friends. 
Spiegel contributes a lively account of 
Basotho explanations for the prevalence 
of extramarital sexual liaisons — 
rationalising the improper with historical 
precedents in ways to which the AIDS 
activists could well pay attention. 

Cecil Manona, whose contribution to 
Xhosa scholarship over the past two 

decades as interpreter, guide and counsel
lor is prodigious, and Virginia v.d. Vliet 
give perspectives on township life in 
Grahamstown from the bottom (ex farm 
migrants) and the top (middle class 
wives) respectively. 

The volume concludes with a beauti
fully constructed account of the way in 
which ethnicity is transacted between 
men and women in the region between 
Lake St Lucia and Delagoa Bay. In a 
world where ethnic labels are used as 
banners beneath which people kill and 
die, it is salutary to be reminded of how 
ephemeral they can be. David Webster, 
who wrote it, died a martyr to that 
insight, subversive as it is of racist 
orders. 

Transition and Tradition is not simply 
an anthropologists' book, for circulation 
among members of an obscure club. 

It addresses fundamental issues rele
vant to the process of change in South 
Africa. Despite all the misery and 
oppression to which it refers, its 
ultimate message is optimistic. 

Men and women, even when the 
victims of multiple oppression — by 
race, gender, age and poverty, use the 
material, ideological and social resources 
at their disposal to make meaningful 
lives for themselves, transcending where 
they cannot overthrow their oppressors. 

- PROFESSOR M. G. WHISSON 

for all but the richest interest groups to 
achieve genuine medium pluralism. Two 
examples can be cited to illustrate this 
failure. In Britain only one national 
newspaper (the popular Daily Mirror) 
supports the traditional alternative 
government, the Labour Party. The 
majority of national and provincial 
papers support the Conservative Party. 
The Liberals are in a better position 
because they have the support of the 
influential Guardian and general support 
from a few independent national papers. 
Even in Sweden, were the Social Demo
crats, have held power, on and off, for 
more than 30 years, the party's only 
support is a weak and struggling news
paper. 

These two examples might be cited as 
evidence that the vaunted power of the 
Press to influence public opinion is not 
all that it is cracked up to be. One is 
reminded that when President Harry 
Truman won his first resounding victory 
he had the support of only one major 
newspaper, nation-wide. The counter
vailing force to the 'power of the Press', 
certainly in Britain and Sweden, has 
been the role of publicly-controlled tele
vision and radio. Nevertheless, even if 
one discounts the 'power of the Press' to 
influence the outcome of elections, it is 
surely unarguable that the climate of 
opinion on major issues is largely con
ditioned by the Press. Besides, if a 
pluralist Press is accepted as an essential 
condition for a free society, it is clearly 
important to make this possible and not 
to leave its achievement simply to the 
operation of market forces. 

My own experience as a journalist 
both in this country and through my 33 
years association with the London 
Observer has strengthened my view that 
it is not possible to achieve a genuinely 
free Press, as earlier defined, by leaving 
the ownership of newspapers and the 
electronic media to the workings of the 
market-place. This is not to argue in 
favour of any form of state control or 
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Independence forTielman Roos and Arthur 
Barlow group was short-lived 
supervision of newspapers which is 
inimical to Press freedom. 

Let me cite first my experience as a 
journalist in South Africa where I began 
my career in 1936 on the staff of the 
Express newspapers which were started 
by Tielman Roos and Arthur Barlow to 
drive the country off the gold standard 
and in support of the short-lived Central 
Party. 

The Express newspapers (which later 
included the Daily and Sunday Tribune 
as well as an independent news agency, 
Africopa), were later acquired by the 
financier, I.W. Schlesinger. When his 
theatre and catering companies encoun
tered financial difficulties and he needed 
a substantial foreign loan, the condition 
for making this possible was the insis
tence by the mining interests (led at the 
time by John Martin of Corner House) 
to sell out his newspaper-interests to the 
Argus group. This put an end to the 
attempt to create an independent news
paper group not controlled by mining 
interests. From that point on (despite a 
brave attempt by John Sutherland to 
start up the Port Elizabeth Advertiser, the 
success in keeping the independence of 
the Natal Witness and, for a time, also of 
the East London Dispatch), the English 
language Press came increasingly under 
monopoly control by the powerful 
mining houses. (This episode has been 
partly chronicled by G. Lindsay Smith in 
his book on the South African Press.) 

Later, when I took over the editorship 
of the Labour weekly, the Forward, from 
T.C. Robertson, and subsequently 
launched the Illustrated Bulletin with Dr 
T.W.B. Osbortt MP, we failed to attract 
sufficient advertising support to provide 
a voice for a nascent social democratic 
movement. Because I refused to work 
for any newspaper controlled by the 
mining interests, my career as a journalist 
in this country was blocked. 

MY EXPERIENCE with the 
Observer taught me different 

lessons. Here was a newspaper with a 
history spanning three centuries (the 
oldest in Britain), and with an inter
national reputation. After World War 2, 
the Astor family decided to vest the 
paper's ownership in a national trust, 

much on the lines of the Guardian and 
the Economist. The example of these 
three newspaper trusts pointed the way 
to a new form of newspaper ownership 
different from that of the customary 
strong proprietorial control of the 
Beaverbrooks, Harmsworths and 
Kemsleys — all of them strongly suppor
tive of Conservative interests. 

Notwithstanding the Observer's inter
national standing and its success in 
achieving the second largest circulation 
among the country's serious national 
newspapers the paper found that it was 
unable to afford the heavy capital costs 
involved in competing with its main 
rival, the Sunday Times. This forced the 
paper to find new financial backers. At 
first, this was achieved without doing 
damage to its trust status through a deal 
with a liberal-minded American oil 
tycoon. After a few years he suddenly 
and inexplicably decided to sell off his 
controlling interest to Tiny Rowland of 
Lonrho. The vagaries of big business 
interests spelt the end of the Observer 
trust — a sad episode brilliantly told in a 
recent book by Richard Cockett, David 
Astor and the Observer. 

Here, then, is a case where even a rich 
family (the Astors) and a successful 
newspaper were unable to withstand the 
competition in the market place. Instead 
of control through a nationally-
representative trust, the Observer fell 
into the hands of a single proprietor keen 
to promote his particular business in
terests in Africa and in his long drawn-
out battle over control of Harrods. 

The reason why the attempt to main
tain control over the Observer through a 
trust failed, while the trust ownership of 
the Guardian and the Economist has so 
far succeeded, is that the former can rely 
on the high profitability of its sister 
paper, the Manchester Evening News, 
while the latter was economically well 

established and had little serious com
petition in its field when its trust was first 
formed. 

THE PRESENT trend of newspaper 
ownership throughout most of 

Britain, the United States, France, 
Germany and Holland is towards strong 
proprietorial control through powerful 
conglomerates. Men like Murdoch, 
Springer and, until recently, Robert 
Maxwell have replaced the earlier 
tycoons like Beaverbrook, Harmsworth 
and Kemsley. More recently, we have 
seen the entry into this band of news
paper tycoons of the Canadian multi
millionaire, Conrad Black, the new 
proprietor of the old Conservative 
'bible', the Daily Telegraph, the major 
group of Fairfax newspapers in Aus
tralia, and who is now engaged in 
negotiations to acquire a major stake in 
South African newspapers. 

It is at least arguable whether control 
ofnational newspapers by foreigners is a 
healthy development. One negative fea
ture of this development is that the 
source of control is externally based. It 
still remains to be seen whether in the 
case of Conrad Black he will acquire a 
controlling interest from Anglo-America, 
or only a substantial minority interest. 
The case is still open. 

My own reasons for resigning as an 
associate editor of the Observer were 
twofold. First, because I saw a conflict of 
interest between the independence of the 
paper and the business interests of 
Lonrho. There are several examples of 
the paper's policies which can be cited as 
justifying my suspicions. For example, 
there was no criticism in the paper of the 
policies of President Moi of Kenya until 
a quarrel developed between him and 
Rowland; and when an Observer cor
respondent wrote a justified piece 
criticising Dr Banda's policies in Malawi, 

( Even a rich family (the Astors) and a 
successful newspaper were unable 

to withstand the competition in 
the market place ) 
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the paper was forced by the proprietor to 
repudiate its own correspondent and to 
make an abject apology to Malawi's 
dictator. Nor has the paper made any 
criticisms of Dr Jonas Savimbi who is 
strongly backed by Rowland. 

My second reason for resigning was 
that I saw a great danger in the exclusive 
right of the proprietor to appoint and 
dismiss the editor. It is of course argued 
that proprietors have the right to make 
any appointments they choose; but in 
the case of newspaper editors, such an 
exclusive right circumscribes the ability 
of an editor to exercise his/her right to 
make an independent judgment. The 
editor becomes simply an instrument of 
the proprietorial interests. 

What kind of freedom is that? 

I HAVE been amused to see several 
South African newspaper editors 

claim that they have never been inter
fered with by their proprietors. Perhaps 
not. But the fact is that editors are 
chosen in the first place because they are 
known to be supportive of the general 
policies of their proprietors, although 
they are free (and often exercise this 
freedom) to voice their criticisms on 
particular issues. But who has ever heard 
of a South African editor criticising the 
dangers of Press monopoly, or taken the 
side of, say, the miners against the 
Chamber of Mines? 

Editors are chosen because they broad
ly agree with the main lines of policy of 
the proprietors; this is natural, but it is 
no defence against the charge that editors 
are not free to take a stand on issues 
likely to be felt as inimical to the proprie
torial interest. Who has ever heard of an 
open supporter of, say, state intervention 
in the economy, or of the ANC, appoin
ted as editor of a Times Media or Argus 
newspaper? Editors can be as maverick 
as they come (e.g. Ken Owen of the 
Sunday Times), but they have a safe pair 
of hands when it comes to defending the 
capitalist status quo. 

I have no quarrel with a proprietor's 
right to choose his own editor, but it is a 
bad day for an independent Press if there 
are no alternatives to outright proprie
torial conflict. It is for this reason that I 
am a strong advocate of the need for 
pluralism in the ownership and control 
of newspapers. 

The Guardian, the Economist and, 
until its recent change, the Observer, 
pioneered the way to a different form of 
newspaper ownership — through public 

(Editors are chosen because they broadly 
agree with the main lines of policy 

of the proprietors } 
trusts. It is essential that these trusts 
should be commercially viable and not 
be dependent on state or other subsidies 
which would undermine their indepen
dence and discourage sound commercial 
practice. I will come presently to consider 
the financial implications of establishing 
a newspaper trust. 

THE UNIVERSAL experience of 
newspapers operating in a free 

market economy is that there has been a 
steady growth of stronger newspapers 
(often parts of a conglomerate) and the 
attrition of smaller newspapers seeking 
to challenge them. To start a new 
national newspaper in the present situa
tion — as was the case with the excellent 
British newcomer Independent — 
requires substantial initial capitalisation. 
What this means in practice is that 
commercially unpopular newspapers 
with a lack of heavy capital investment, 
and those advocating minority view
points, exist only on the margins of the 
big battalions. This is unhealthy for 
democracy. 

It is a problem that has been recog
nised in countries like France and 
Sweden where different methods have 
been tried to make it easier for weaker 
newspapers to survive. One way in which 
the French offer help is to provide 
cheaper postal and transport rates for 
newspapers to help cut the costs of 
communication and transport. While 
this is certainly a help, it also benefits the 
stronger newspapers since the con
cessions are, rightly, applied uniformly. 

A more radical approach has been 
tried in Sweden where the advertising 
revenues of the bigger newspapers are 
taxed and the benefit apportioned on a 
pro rata basis to smaller newspapers 
calculated on the size of their circula
tions. This has provided some help, but 
it has not proved entirely satisfactory. 
But the point is that in France and 
Sweden, there has been recognition of 
the need to help smaller newspapers 
overcome their economic problems. 

WHAT LESSONS are to be learnt 
from the experiences of especially 

European newspapers in planning for 
the development of a pluralist free Press 

in the new South Africa? 
First, that the new constitution should 

inscribe the right of a free Press as part of 
a general declaration in favour of free 
expression of opinion and access to in
formation. It should also, as in the case 
of the German constitution, proscribe 
censorship — modified, perhaps, by 
curbs against racial utterances and hard 
pornography. Infringements against 
Press freedom should be made justi
ciable. 

Second, as part of a law against all 
forms of monopoly (as in the case of the 
American anti-trust laws), newspaper 
monopolies should be made illegal. This 
would require a restructuring of the 
present ownership and control of news
papers in this country. 

Third, the SABC should be restruc
tured on the lines of the BBC with its 
guarantee of an independent source of 
income and a Board of representative 
trustees reflecting the major political 
and social interests in the country. How
ever, the right of private television and 
broadcasting companies should be recog
nised — again along the lines of the 
British model — though modified to 
avoid the vexatious criteria for licences 
introduced by the Thatcher government. 

Fourth, special rates of postage and of 
telecommunications should be provided 
for all newspapers and magazines. 

Fifth, consideration should be given 
to the creation of regional trusts to 
provide printing facilities for newspapers 
and magazines unable to afford the 
heavy cost of installing modern tech
nology. These services should be pro
vided on non-prpfitmaking but commer
cial terms to make them as cheap as 
possible. 

THE TROUBLE I find with the 
currerit controversy over the restruc

turing of the media is that it is being 
conducted in hokkies, concentrating only 
on individual aspects of the needs of a 
free Press instead of adopting a com
prehensive view of the total problem. 

While the ANC document on Press 
freedom is good as a ringing declaration 
of democratic intentions it lacks specific 
proposals about how these are to be 
achieved in practice. # 
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VIVA! VIVA! by DAVID BASCKIN 

HELLO? HELLO? 

AT MY Alan Paton reading group the other night, the con
versation turned to the Conservative Party and its 

strange refusal to attend Codesa. Strange, in that the Kay Pee 
have a commitment to Parliamentary participation, yet can
not bring themselves to its natural extension. The discussion 
flowed back and forth for a few minutes, until someone 
suggested we phone the KP's newly advertised direct line to 
get the latest news on what the Conservatives were really 
thinking about. It seemed that as an act of desperation, the 
KP had opened up a phone-media line in the hopes of getting 
their unbiased point across. I dialled the number and waited 
for an answer, hastily practising the Nululander pidgin that 
goes for Afrikaans in this part of the world. But the voice that 
answered spoke in English, and what's more, the orotund 
English of the Balgowan-Nottingham Road belt. "The 
clitoris," it told me, "is the luminous focus of the female 
orgasm." Shattered, I rang off. The rest of the reading group 
looked at me in puzzlement. "Wrong number," I said, and 
dialled the KP again. v 

The same voice answered again. But this time the tone was 
jolly and full of male banter. "Masturbation," it said, "will 
never make you go blind or turn your brain to water. In fact," 
it went on, "most of the greatest geniuses in modern 
economics have been or are chronic masturbators, without 
any ill effects on their health whatsoever." Again, I rang off, 
wondering what the hell was going on with the Conservative 
Party. Personally, I was glad that they had so positive a view 
on the role of the clitoris and a pleasing absence of predjudice 
and open mindedness on the other topic. 

I dialled yet again. This time I got a lady. "For truly meaning-
ful outdoor love-making," she began, "an inflatable 
rubber . . . " 

I gently replaced the phone on its cradle. Shoving it in the 

general direction of the rest of the reading group I said, 
"Here's the number. You try." 

VIRUS SHMIRUS ITS A SPOOK 

A FEW days ago my computer Grendel and I were in com
munion. Everything was going so well. The machine 

was working like a dream, the copy streaming off the screen 
at a good five hundred words an hour. And then suddenly it 
happened. Out of nowhere a tiny graphic of a goat appeared 
on the screen. Starting at one end, it gobbled up the text a 
whole lot faster than I could write it. I pressed the Delete 
button. Nothing happened. I tried to save the file to disk. Still 
nothing happened. With my heart in my mouth, I ripped the 
mains plug out of the wall. Grendel gave a little sigh and shut 
himself down. But to my everlasting horror the little 
luminous goat remained rampant on my screen. I phoned the 
Virus Hotline and got a long sermon on the sins of using 
pirate software. I rang off. It's just typical, I thought. All you 
want is help, a bit of human comfort, a chance to renew your 
faith in the computer, and what do you get, pious claptrap 
about copyright. Meanwhile, back on the switched off 
screen, the little goat had been joined by a two-horned stick 
figure with a forked tail and a pitchfork. There was no time at 
all to lose. Rushing to the kitchen, I grabbed six or seven 
cloves of garlic which I draped over Grendel's console. It 
worked, if you'll pardon the expression, like a charm. The 
goat and his friend faded from the screen, my data reappeared 
inexplicably translated into Aramaic. How all this came to 
be, is anybody's guess. But in the opinion of the consultant 
exorcist on our staff, the phenomenon is a possible side-effect 
of someone in the neighbourhood playing his rock 'n roll 
backwards. You know who you are. Stop. • 
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