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EDITORIALS 

1 . Helen Suzman 
During the last twenty years REALITY has paid tribute 
to many outstanding Liberals, but that has almost 
invariably been on the occasions of their deaths. It is a 
pleasant change, then, to pay tribute here to one who 
we hope will be with us for many years. That is, of 
course, Helen Suzman, who retired from Parliament 
at the end of May. 

It must be said at once that the tribute is bound to be 
inadequate, for only Helen herself knows the full 
extent of her engagement against the apartheid 
juggernaut these past 36 years. 

A great deal has been said about her marvellously 
sustained and brilliantly conducted campaign as the 
Nationalist Party's only credible Parliamentary op
ponent for thirteen years. She has been praised for 
the role she continued to play so effectively, as the 
PFP's spokeswoman on Police and Security matters, 
in the sixteen years which followed. Her public 
performance over all the time she represented 
Houghton is well-recorded. That performance was 
prodigious, enough to exhaust the toughest consti
tution. 

But it did not exhaust her. What she did in public was 
only half of what she did. Year after year she was the 
unfailing support of every person harassed or banned 
or imprisoned for political reasons. From Nelson 
Mandela to the humblest member of the extra-
parliamentary opposition of the 1950s, 60s and 70s 
there are countless people to testify to that. The extra-
parliamentary leadership of recent years has not yet 
paid proper tribute to what she did to keep its gaoled 
and banned leadership sane, and still with hope, in 
those grim days. Without her, despair might have 
overwhelmed them. 

Not nearly enough is known about this second and 
equally draining role which Helen played, unseen but 
unrelentingly, away from the public eye. We hope that 
she will tell us about it in the book she now says she 
hopes to write. For that story of incessant lobbying, 
nagging at a hard-faced and unfeeling Government 
and its bureaucrats, to make life just that little bit 
more livable for its victims, was a story of heroic 
persistence. 

South Africa, black and white, to say nothing of the 
world at large, needs to know it. n 
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