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T H E S 0 I A N 

December 1959* 30 lorne Street, 

DURBAN, 

Editorial s 

SALUTE TO THE 8TH UNITY CONFERENCE 1 } 

For all men and women of South Africa who are the uncompromising enemies 
of Herrenvolkism and loyal fighters for liberation, the days 19th and 20th 
December this year are full of meaning, hope and expectation. On these two days 
the 8th Conference of the N.E.U.M. is to take place. 

Ever since its inception in 1943 > the Movement has always been a deadly threat 
to the maintenance and preservation of Herrenvolkismj a tenacious obstacle to 
the opportunism of the Congresses; the nemesis of racialists and quislings. The 
Movement stood then, as it does now, for an entire reorganisation of society from 
its present rotting and decadent state to a new, healthy and equitable state. It 
cast in the dustheap the mental attitude of the slave and replaced it with dignity 
and equality. 

For these reasons all forces of reaction and opportunism spared no effort in 
attempting to destroy the Movement, For years the Herrenvolk tried to kill the 
Movement both by a conspiracy of silence and through their Press, by banning and 
banishing its foremost fighters and by sabotaging and illegalising its Conferences 
and meetings. For years the Congressites, by means of historical forgery, poured 
vituperation and slander on the Movement, For years the Movement has been branded 
"Anti-White", ,?Fascistic,r, "Communistic","armchair theoreticians" etc* 

But throughout the years, these attempts failed dismally, as they had to, be
cause the Movement is here to stay and to fulfill its historic mission i,e, the 
liquidation of Herrenvolkism and the setting up of a new order. The reasons for 
its survival, inspite of the power and strength of its enemies, is obvious to those 
who have been in the Movement for some time. 

Firstly, the Movement's approach to politics is a realistic one as opposed to 
idealism and products of crankish minds. The approach is realistic because its 
entire philosophy flows from a thorough understanding and analysis of the object
ive as well as the subjective layout that prevails in South Africa, This alone 
distinguishes it from all other organisations which flounder in the marshes of 
opportunism and day-dreaming. 

From this analysis we gain the benefit of clarity of ideas and direction -
aspects absolutely necessary for the maintenance of a healthy organisation. The 
Movement is committed to the policy of Non-Collaboration which greatly assists 
in preventing the entry of Herrenvolk ideas into our ranks. The Ten Point Pro
gramme has been rightly described as our sheet ahchor which gives us our sense 
of political direction. 

Furthermore, much credit must be given to the courageous and dauntless fight
ers who safely steered the Movement through so many hostile and storny seas. These 
people were the sentinels of the Movement and were mercilessly uncompromising on 
matter of principle. No Movement is immaculately conceived. It has to be created 
- by people. The task of nurturing and nourishing the Movement during its infancy 
falls heavily on its creators. And as it happens in all cases, the tender years 
are the most difficult years. The leadership of the Movement executed its funct
ions admirably even at the,expense of a lifetime in personal sacrifice and the 
constant uphill climb, 

Today a small portion of the original leadership has survived politically, 
Many capitulated after the upsurge of the ^O's had subsided and today they have 
become "respectable people" living quiet lives in the sunshine of their villas, 
in the company of comfort, old age and indolence. Others have betrayed and have 
gone into the camp of the Herrenvolk - the Jaffeists. 
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To the stalwarts who have refused to capitulate and who have been in the 
forefront all along, we of the younger generation are thankful for the know
ledge and the heritage of vmx they have handed over to us* Their conduct, , 
their courage, their consistency reveals itself to us as the modela on whicjh 
we must strive to mould our own character politically* We are yet to witness 
better days of working together - the wisdom, the experience, the steadfast** 
ness of the aged and the energy, the virility of the youth -^a most effective 
combination of forces* 

We have pointed out before that tte Herrenvolk and the other forces of 
reaction had to fail in their attempt to destroy the Movement for all the re
asons stated above and for one additional reason - i*e* the internal unity of 
the Movement* As long as there was internal unity, so long it was possible 
to ward off successfully any assaults made by the Herrenvolk* The members of 
the Movement, though small in number, worked as a unit, as a tea% as comrades* 
That factor together with the potency of its ideas made it possible for the 
Movement to plough the seas of opposition, and to face up to the task it had 
set itself* 

For the Movement to be destroyed, for the Movement to be obliterated from 
the political arena, internal dissension had to be sown because it is known 
that one enemy within an organisation is reckoned to be more dangerous tham 
a hundred outside it. The deserters who capitulated to the forces of reaction 
BUT who refused to gracefully seal their political tombs, were transformed 
into the agents and tools of the Herrenvolk* The petit-bourgeois - the Jaffe-
ites - aimed to be successful where their principals - the Herrenvolk had fail
ed* Regardless of the words they used, regardless of their"rdal:tintention, 
objectively they became the tools of the Herraivolk. They abandoned the camp 
of progress when they attempted to revise the programme of the Movement and 
when they created internal disunity* Any attempt to obstruct or impede the 
machinery of the Movement cannot but be interpreted as an attempt to stem the 
forces of progress and democracy, since the Movement and these concepts are 
synonymous. 

The internal reactionaries almost succeeded in acheiving that which their 
external counterparts had failed in* Therefore for 8 years there was no Unity 
Conference - the last being held in 1951• For 8 years the loyal members of 
the Movement had their hands busy fighting treachery from within* For 8 years 
the different sections of the oppressed were unable to meet and deliberate 
and therefore unable to deal effectively with matters which concerned the very 
lives and destiny of the people* 

All the enemies of the Movement rejoiced at this paralysis which had 
befallen the Movement and they hastened to sign its death warrant* But they 
were mistaken - all of them* They misjudged the potential of the Movement 
the calibre of its loyal leadership and the desire on the part of the people 
to strive and to unite for liberation* Hence its recovery after these 8 years* 
Sence its ability to crush the Jaffeites* And hence its ability to draw in 
newer layers of the oppressed people within its folds* 

It is for these reasons that we welcome and salute the 8th Unity 
Conference* While we denounce those who were responsible for this state 
of paralysis, it is, however, fortunate that Conference is taking place in 
this period and that it is once again preparing its machinery towards the 
realisation of the Ten Point Programme* We are all painfully aware that with 
the advance of Fascism that which remains of the freedom to assemble and to 
propogate ideas is^soon to be wiped out* Side by side with this, we have 
witnessed the mighty upsurge of the people* literally in every part of the 
country* 

The people have, in unmistakable conduct, demonstrated their readiness 
to fight, as they have done on numerous occasions before* But proper leader
ship, as in the past, was clearly revealed to be lacking* And because of 
this, the revolt of the people lacks unity in action and unity in direction* 

These/. 



These are precisely the tasks the Movement had contracted to fulfill and these 
are precisely the tasks it HAS to fulfill if it is to give historical justi
fication for its existence. 

Whilst the history of the political Movement has shown with ample clarity 
that the Congresses ard unfit to fulfill these tasks, the events of the past 
few years have, with increasing pointedness, demonstrated their utter bankrupt
cy and sterility in matters of leadership* The Movement alone, for reasons 
pointed out before, tn qualified to perform this function. 

Whilst the fact about the Movement being thft sole agent of history in set
ting up the new order is a source of confidence and inspiration, it would be 
fatal to place sole reliance on that. There is much to be done. The lost time 
spent in combatting Jaffeism has to be made up for, the urgent cry from the 
people for leadership has to be heeded and the threats to the freedom of press 
and speech have to be reckoned with. 

In these tasks SOYA has no mean role to perform. To the weak and flabby 
these tasks would appear gigantic and overbearing and therefore we will find 
them scuttling to their funkholes. To them we says GOD SPEED, To the brave 
and courageous, these tasks present a challehge. And what a challenge.1 A 
challenge that makes life worth living because it gives purpose and meaning 
to life. 

And what is life without a purpose, without a meaning? Nothing.1 Nothing 
but animal existence. 

To the tasks then, Fellow -SOYANS 1! 

0 L V E S• AND S H E E F 
"f*. 

By Ivan' Krylov 

The wolves so plagued the sheep, that life was not worth living, 
It got so bad, that in the end, 

The rulers of the beasts, their best attention giving, 
Sought how the sheep they might defend. 

So High Commissioners were summoned to attend. 
Now, some of these were wolves, the truth to tell; 
But wolves there are of whom report speaks wells 
Such honourable wolves who oft, the story1s told, 

With proofs that cannot be rebutted -
Were seen to walk right'past the fold 

In perfect peace - when they were fairly glutted. 
Then why refuse a vote to wolves of good repute? 

The sheep may claim a hearing for their suit :-
No reason there, the wolves to persecute! 

Deep in the forest wilds the Council opens session, 
To every plea gives due expression 

And drafts a law quite perfect and complete5 
And word for word, this law I here repeat. 
'So soon as wolf on fold shall make agression, 
And sheep thereby shdll..-suffer from oppression, 
Then straightway shall that sheep be free, 
No matter what that wolf may be, 
To seize him by the throat, and drag to judgment-seat 

In nearest copse or wood,f 

There!s nothing left to add, and nothing to delete. 
Only the way it works is not so good* 

For '" though the court, they say, is scrupulously fair, 
The sheep may plaintiff or defendant be -
The draggingfs never done by him, and he 
Has yet to make his first appearance there, 

X -X- # -X- # -X- # # # # -X- -X- -X- # tt -X- -X- -X- # -X- -X- # tt tt 
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THE NiE.U.M. AND THE TRADE UNIONS 

The Editorial Committee has much pleasure in introducing in 
the pages of The Soyan a series of articles dealing with the 
Trade Unions and the Unity Movement. 

The articles are a product of serious thought and ex
cellent analysis. We are sure that our readers will join us 
in appreciating the articles, not only because they throw a 
brighter light on the polemic but also because much know
ledge can be gained from them. 

1. QUR ROOTS; 

(a) Generals 

South Africa is popularly described as a land of contrasts. This is 
not only a travel agents favourite bon motif. It is, in fact, a study in 
contrasts. The ox-wagon and the modern skyscraper, the roaring automobile 
and the human drawn ricksha, the gleaming tractor and the wooden plough,the 
modern residences and the breeze-blocks or the wattle and daub huts. It is 
a study of Ijtow modern forms of production, transport and finance, are super
imposed upon and partially woven into the worn and threadbare pattern of the 
past. It is precisely this study of the fabric of the social structure that 
is so essential to an understanding of just what the Ten Point Programme and 
the whole conception of the Non-European Unity Movement is. 

It is popular, indeed fashionable today, to be engaged in re-writing 
the Ten Point Programme. To discover suddenly, as if it were modern alch
emy, that the Ten Point Programme is a heresy, that it represents that foul
est of all things - a bourgeois democracyJ In short, that it is reactionary 
In this the professional mud-slingers hane singled out as the target Point 
7 dealing with the land, and Point Ten dealing with the demands of the work
ers. 

It is the burden of this paper to attempt a definition of Point Ten 
and to illustrate9 once more, its meaning and its fundamental correctness. 

At the outset we wish to make it clear that it is our fundamental be
lief that not only is the whole greater than the sum of its parts but more, 
that an attack on any one part is an attack on the whole. That any attempt 
to invalidate any one point of the programme is an attempt to invalidate 
the whole. Equally so, it is our fundamental premise that the programme of 
the N.E.U.M. must be seen as a whole, against the background of the nation
al situation in all its ramifications, in its reflection of the dynamics of 
the historical level to x̂ hich and from which South Africa has evolved. 

It is for this reason that it is important to take as ou± starting 
point the examination of the society in which we live. But in order to do 
so it is necessary that we consider for a while the whole developmental 
process that motivates history* If only to put South Africa in its true 
perspective. 

(b) Evolution of Society; 

Historical growth of society proceeds through different stages, each 
stage laying tl}e necessary basis for the succeeding one, each containing 
within itself the seed of its own destruction - the factors that give rise 
to the succeeding stage. This developmental process is never even and re
gular. Indeed,it cannot be for conditions vary vastly from place to place. 
It proceeds in stops and starts, leaps and bounds, but it never slips stages. 
And each stage has its own clearly definable characteristics. 

Even/ 
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Even at the risk of appearing to be scheimtio, it ±& no-vtar-tb.aloos.uso-
ful and instructive to look at the broad outline of the various stages through 
which society has passed to reach the broad plateau of capitalism* We do not 
propose or pretend to go right back to neanderthal nan or even to trace this 
growth in all its detail - that would require volumes* Suffice it, there
fore for the moment to state that when man first started settling down from 
a nomadic life into settled tribes, the mere effect of leading a more settled 
life created new needs and new forces that dictates the growth process and 
the need for change. 

It is fairly easy to see how in the early tribal society, with the . 
emphasis on communal ownership of land, how the need for deeper knowledge 
of the land itself, and of such things as crops and seed and husbandry broa
dened the whole horizons of individual man as well as of his society. As 
this society found the increasing and chronic scarcity of land too great an 
obstacle, as the clashes over the land and for the control of the land in
creased, and as the more powerful tribes conquered and subjugated the weaker 
tribes, finally assimilating them, so the "restlessness" of the tribes de
creased and At became even more urgent and necessary to settle down in one 
area* The effect of this settling down, otherwise described as the forma
tion of City - States was to create the need for common languages, for 
written languages and for a host of other cultural developments* In ancient 
Egypt it gave rise to the development of writing and of mathematics* 

In this Gity-State, as its needs increased, so there developed a divi
sion of labour on a more complex basis than ever before* The new needs of 
society, which gave rise to the development of writing etc. also gave birth 
to a new class which could learn this writing, could use it and who ultimat
ely made it their sole prergative* From this developed the class of priests 
in Egypt who assumed complete control of their society by virtue of having 
the control of knowledge. The sane priestly class which was later to devel
op into the new aristocracy, completely destroying the old power of the heads 
of families and the chiefs and sub-chiefs. The same aristocracy which later 
consolidated itself and as a monarchy and lords and barons and knights be
came the overlords of feudal society. 

Feudalism, which developed out of the City-State, went through a number 
of refinements before it finally took on the form which is commonly known to
day. In that classical form, the hallmarks of the system were the complete 
ownership of all the land by the aristocracy. The self- subsistent nature 
of the economy, as well as the anarchy and the abuse of power by the feudal 
lords. The complete power of life and death over the serf, the innumerable 
and fantastic taxes the serfs had to pay to the lord on every conceivable 
occasion. The standing armies and the barbaric splendourP 'What stood out, 
however, was the fact that the serf himself owned the means of production 
that is, his implements, ploughs, etc., and that in return for being allow
ed to till a small plot for himself, he had to render so much work and so 
many services free of charge to the lord of the manor. The notorious tithe 
came into effecient usage and the serf was required to pay to the lord one 
tenth of all his crops for the "privilege" of being allowed to live.1 The 
most notorious of all feudal lords, like the priestly class of ancient 
Egypt, was the Catholic Church which had under its absolute control the 
greater part of all Europe. But this "self-subsistent" economy which in 
theory had no room for a money-economy and no use for money as such, in fact 
created the need for money economy. The employment of these huge standing 
armies, the ever- increasing taxation, the subsequent pillge and the sack 
of the Middle East under the euphemistic title of a Christian Crusade, all 
these contributed to the need and the increasing use of money in the feudal 
economy. It was for this reason that trade was seen as the means of find
ing this money, particularly the lucrative trade with the Middle East that 
necessitated the crusades. And so there developed in this self-sufficient 
economy a class off traders who believed in anything but self-sufficiency, 
and who, by the primitive method of simply saving it up rapidly accumulated 
huge sums of capital, through the growing Eastern trade and the subsequent 
wool trade with Flanders, that led to the first enclosure movements in 14th 

Century/ 
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Century England. All this tine too the graet towns of Europe were growing 
apace. Thus., when these merchants found their own progress hampe-red by 
the political straight jacket of the Feudal set-up they rebelled against it, 
particularly against the stringent taxation which the parasitic aristocracy 
kept on levying against them and upon them. This gave rise to the growth of 
what we know as the Mercantilist era which while in the beginning nourished 
by feudalism was the means whereby feudalism itself was to be destroyed, 
which was the essential precursor to capitalism . For capitalism to emerge 
it was necessary that feudalism be destroyed in its entirety because the two 
systems started from opposite ends. Under feudalism the serf was completely 
t&ed to the land. Movement off the lords manor without permission was a 
crime punishable by death. For capitalism to develop it was essential there
fore that this knot be severed, that the worker and the potential worker be 
completely freed from the land, forced into the towns, precisely in order that 
his labour power be freely purchased on the labour market like any other com
modity. This is the reason behind the great enclosure movements in 16th Cen
tury England. Unlike the feudal system, under capitalism the worker owned 
nothing but his own labour* potential. The means of production, like the mach
ines, factories etc., were owned by the Industrialists - in return for his 
labour the worker received only a wage. 

From the bare bones (if that) of the historicallgrowth of society we have 
so far depicted, it is immediately observable once we characterise the various 
and several stages of growth that the process has been far from even. That 
when China was long an established feudal country, with all the trappings of 
feudal aristocracy and a highly complex and developed civilization and culture, 
Europe was still a primitive, barbaric state. But that the development pro
cess went through rapid acceleration and growth so much so that while China was 
still feudalist!cEngland certainly had already reached an advanced stage of 
capitalism i Even in Europe itself not all the countries developed at the same 
pace. Thus England developed at a much faster pace than the rest of Europe 
for a number of reasons, not least of which was its insularity. While Germany 
emerged much later than either England or France as a capitalist power, but 
due to her contrail over the rich coal and iron resources of the Huhr was able 
to overtake France within a decade and threaten the rest of the world in 
anotherf And seven in 1917 Russia was still in the transitional stage from 
feudalism to capitalism. 

It is equally clear from this rudimentary picture that society develops 
through contradictions and incontradictions. That each stage of {jdstorical 
growth contained within itself the forces that were to destroy it. 

Similarly, each historical stage is necessary to the successive one. 
Without the City-State, feudalism would never have developed; without Feudal
ism, mercantilism and so capitalism could never have emerged. Ard while in 
some case3 any particular stage could and was spread over centuries, in other 
cases the stage x̂ as merely a brief (historically speaking) interregnum. But 
in each case the one stage was the necosaary condition precedent for the next 
stage. History never skips stages.'. But having moved to a higher it necessi-
sarily destroys the lower stage. 

Finally, we speak of historical forces as being progressive or reaction
ary according to the particular times and place of its action and reaction, 
Thus, no matter how primitive and barbaric feudalism is to us today, when 
it put an end to the City-State and gave rise to the Nation-State it was a 
progressive force. Only when it resisted further change, when it sought to 
strangle Capitalism in its infancy was it reactionary. In the same way, 
for all the brutality and shfeer inhumanity of capitalism during the Indust
rial revolution, insofar as it puts an end to feudalism and heralded in a 
new and higher form of society it was a progressive force. That is indis
putable • 

To be continued. 
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THE REVOLT OF THE WOMEN 

Early in June the African women of Durban set in motion a process that 
was to have far-reaching effects in the whole of Natal, What started off simply 
(so it appeared), as the call for the boycott of the beer-halls was to become 
the beginning of the upsurge of the women of Natal against opression. There are 
a complicity of reasons responsible for what became the successful boycott of the 
beer-halls, (a) the resentment of the people against restrictions on home-
brewingj (b) The complaint that the men spent much needed money for the main
tenance of their families, on alcoholic drinks and (c) by far the most import
ant, the dissatisfaction flowing from the fact that restrictions wore placed on 
the home bre\ri.ng of such beverages, whilst the local authorities, the Durban 
Corporation, could brew and sell and make enormous profits* The boycott of the 
beer-halls was only one symptom of the growing discontent of the people against 
all oppressive measures* For the women extended their struggle to an attack on 
and destruction of Durban Corporation property, the Bantu Affkirs Administration 
buildings, other properties, buses etc. And significantly for us, their wrath 
was also directed against the local collaborators, not only was their property 
destroyed but they had to flee for their lives. It soon became clear that the 
fight of the women of Durban and its immediate surrounds was directed against 
the Local Authorities. The significance of this will be discussed later. 
Several deputations were led where the women attempted to put forward their 
grievances and demands, particularly with regard to influx control, passes for 
women, permits to seek work etc. The Herrenvolk were not slow to take reprisals 
and one form these reprisals took was the mass arrests of women. Early in 
July 23 women were found guilty for damaging a Corporation bus and 20 were sen
tenced to 3 months imprisonment with a further 3 months suspended and £15*2.6., 
to be paid for damage to the bus. In July 111 women all told were convicted 
for public disturbances. In the twwns then, the protests were in the form of 
the boycott of beer-halls, attacks on Corporation "property and on collaborators, 
passes for women, influx-control, shack demolition, Higher wages and Bantu" Edu
cation. 

From then on the unrest spreads to the Rural Areas and it is the women who 
are in the forefront of the struggle, A rough estimate reveals that over 
20,000 women from 30 areas participated in the struggle and the main rural areas 
involved were on the South Coast and Inland. In the Rural areas the attack was 
directed against the dipping tanks, the Pass Laws, the Rehabilitation and Tri-
balisation schemes, Poll Tax, Influx Control and Bantu Education. Only in 
Harding, did both men and women demonstrate their opposition to the Rehabili
tation Scheme etc. By the 23 August, 1959,1200 people had been jailed. The 
Daily News of the 22nd August, 1959 stated that, 1,100 people had been arrested 
in 10 days and 877 were sentenced. The total years of imprisonment of all those 
found guilty came to 228 years and or fines totalling £13,00* Magistrates warn
ed that compensatory fines will be imposed on tribes for damage to property. 

In the last two years, we have found that the unrest and the resistance 
to oppression has been growing. This is directly related to the Implementation 
of the Rehabilitation and Stabilisation Schemes, to Verwoerd?s redivision of 
the land and the attempt to create a Kulak class among the peasantry, to Bantu 
Authorities, Bantu Education, to increased taxation and to the forced removal 
of large groups of settled communities, together with Passes for woment 

We know of Sekukuniland and the arrest of 200 women and men, who were 
opposed to Bantu Authorities and Ba&tu Education, and the banishment of the 
chief who was with the people. 

In Zeerust the same thing has occurred with the attempted removal of the 
Township and the sympathy boycotts of the people in other areas. 

In the Cape, the unrest and the agitation, attended by arson and violence 
have been the order of the day, for a long period. Particularly in the Transkei, 
the Ciskei and tembuland. Banishments too, are a common occurrence and as was 

predicted/, 
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predicted at the 1958 Conference of the A.A. C. in the address mn the National 
Situation, mass trials are an everyday occurrence. 

It is against this background, schematic though it may be, that we must 
view the present unrest in Natal. I am not suggesting that all these events 
are directly connected, for that in fact is one of the problems we have to 
discuss, viz,, the question of co-ordinating the struggle of all the oppressed 
in South Africa. 

In discussing the nature of the unrest in Natal, two other events must be 
mentioned. Firstly, the dockworkers strike in January and February of this 
year, when hundreds of African dockworkers demanded increased pay and were 
eventually replaced by other migrant labourers, brought in from the rural areas. 
Inspite of the militancy and solidarity of the docki^orkers, their strike failed 
because they have no proper trade unions* 

And secondly? the demonstration of the women of Cato Manor against the de
struction of their homes in the name of slum clearance. The women by squatting 
with all their possessions on the City Hall steps forced the Herrenvolk to deal 
directly with them and to consider their protests against the destruction of 
the obly homes they have. These two events then, x̂ ere indications early in this 
year, of the growing militancy of the people in the face o. inhuman conditions 
of life. 

Certain features characterise all the demonstrations and these we must 
discussf 

1) THE SPONTANIETY OF THE PROTESTSt 

Spontaniety is generally regarded as an index of the militancy of the peo
ple which militancy has been engendered by the pressure and intensification of 
oppression which results only in starvation and death* The Afriean women in 
Natal were in revolt and this whole revolt was sparked off by the demonstrat
ions in Durban early in June. Desperation cê used by poverty had driven the 
women to registering their vehement rejection of all oppressive measures and 
into trying to obtain redress to their grievances. We did not need to read 
the ANC denials of being responsible for the unrest, to know that in fact, no 
political organisations have been behind the protests. An outlet for the mili
tancy of the people had to be found, particularly in the absence of political 
leadership, which accounts for the diverse forms of protest adopted by the 
people. 

In passing mention must be made of the courage of the women in the face of 
the Saracens, police and guns of the Herrenvolk. 

2) HEIGHTENING OF POLITICAL CONSCIOUSNESS AS SHOWN BY THE NATURE OF THE .PROTESTS: 

Durban SOYA in a bulletin on the local unrest in June said that political 
consciousness has heightened since the tragic Race Riots of 194-9, because 
there had been no evidence of racialism. Instead the wrath of the people had 
been directed against the Corporation, N. A. D., the Government and the offi
cials, collaborators, etc., which to the people symbolise oppression. But 
it wa? pointed out then, that the Corporation etc., are only sub-agents, who 
carry out the master plans worked out in Parliament, and that the real struggle 
is for the franchise. We must oijice more record the complete absence of racial
ism in the whole of Natal, inspite of all the attempts of the Herrenvolk to stir 
up racial antagonisms and provoke a racial progrom. In the rural areas, we find 
the wrath of the people directed against the Bantu Administration Department, 
dipping tanks, dipping inspectors, etc., who are all there to work the machin
ery of oppression. The struggle has been directly against Bantu Authorities, 
Taxation, Influx Control etc., and both what has happened in town and country 
in Natal further justifies our standpoint that the political consciousness of 
the people has heightened. In fact, Natal has been considered the most back
ward part of South Africa where racialism abounds, yet the struggle of the 
people today give us reason to be happy, because almost overnight the whole 

political/ 
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political clime in Natal, has undergone a revolutionary change. In fact 
overnight Natal has caught up with the rest of South Africa, 

It is true that the most striking characteristic of the unrest was the 
fact that only the women participated in the struggle and that they were con
cerned primarily with wrenching concessions and reforms from the ruling powers* 
But this was the awakening of the people of Natal and as one person said 
11 the tearing asunder of the whole tribal integument.H 

What effect did this awakening of the people have on the various sections 
of South African Society and what is our attitude to the struggles of the 
people. 

1) THE HERRENVOLK: 

It was to be expected that the Herrenvolk would retaliate with a show 
of brute force and have employed every weapon in their general armamentat-

ariim. • Baton charges, Saracens, threats and reprisals, shootings and all 
night police vigils, with the hills of Gato Manor armed with machine guns. 
Inspite of all this the unrest continued. 

Generally amongst the whites there was panic and fear. Vigilantes were 
formed and some amongst the intellectuals gave South Africa only 5 years more 
under the present regime. They realise the significance of these demonstra
tions and because they cannot ally themselves with the people, desire to leave 
the country in the name of seeking security for their children. 

It is interesting to recall what individual:/"white" leaders ha^e said 
as regards the unrest. 

Mr. Mitchell: Leader of the U.P. in Natal, wired Verwoerd for greater-inter
vention on the part of the Herrenvolk to quoll what he termed "open Rebellion" 

The Police Chief: lays the blame for the unrest on the ANC and the agitation 
done by the$. 

Eiselen: Secretary for ^antu Administration and Development condemned the 
people for the lawlessness and threatened dire measures against them. He 
maintains that the senseless destruction of property should be seen against the 
background of exaggerated criticism of everything the State did for the bene
fit of the people, by subversive organisations viz., the ANC. He also paid 
tribute to the police, just as Luthuli did. 

Eiselen also said on the 13th August, 1959 that he deplores the fact that 
certain classes of people and some town councils and officials are branding 
as unfair and unreasonable certain legislation introduced since 1923. 

The Durban City Council being affected by the pressure from the people by 
their demands for human rights, were forced, at the height of the struggle 
of the African women, to discuss the granting of some form of municipal 
rep* entation to the Indian people. This proposal came from the Mayor of 
Durban and was clearly a further application of their policy of divide and r 
rule and an attempt to destroy the growing unity of the Indian and African 
people, particularly because all attempts at pogrom-mongering had failed. 
While on the one hand then we have proposals for some form of Municipal repre
sentation to the Indian people, the African people who were actually in a pro
cess of a struggle for rights were subjected to an intensification of pass 
raids, "beer" raids, etc. But the leadership of the Natal Indian Congresses 
once more demonstrated their political opportunism when they at acace started 
sending petitions, deputations, appeals etc to the local authorities appeal
ing for such municipal representation. Inspite of all their talk of unity 
with the African people, they are quite willing to wrench concessions for 
themselves from the rulers, at the expense of the African people. 

The Natal/..*... 
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The,Natal Indian and African Congresses:-

Lacking a principled political approach to the problems of the oppressed 
in South Africa ahd because neither the ANG nor the NIC can any longer claim 
to represent the aspirations of the workers and peasants, it is not unexpect
ed that the women who took part in the demonstrations wer£f condemned by these 
organisations and in £hrticillar, by -the great Christian* moderate, non^vialont 
collaborator Luthuli. The Congresses deny responsibility for the unrest and 
we have no reason to disbelieve their vehement denial. Fr>r we know that they 
are not at all interested in the struggles of the people for a democratic South 
Africa. They are afraid of the real struggles of the people, which will put 
an end to their collaborationist, concessions-seeking politics, They are con
tent with sham struggles and the Misuse of the boycott (as a weapon of struggle) 
in the form of cigarette and potato boycotts* 

They called for an end to the demonstrations and for a judicial enquiry in
to the causes of the unrest and also for negotiations between the Authorities 
and the people. They have refused to support the struggles of the African 
women and in fact condemned the peasants for irrationally destroying amenities, 
which have become a symbol of authority. There has been no attempt to channel
ise the militancy of the people or to give them a lead. Their praise is reserved 
for the police for their handling of the situation. We see the complete lack 
of undeBstanding of the mood os the people and the significance of their struggle 
but this is in keeping with the collaborationist - opportunistic politics of U-*o 
Congresses who are interested only in the maintenance of the status quo. 

The Attitude of those of us in the Movement is determined by our understanding 
of objective socio-economic and political conditions in South Africa. We real
ise fully that this unrest has been precipitated by the intensification of Bantu 
Authorities and Bantu Education and increased taxation. We support the people 
in their struggles with this understanding that we are quite aware that the un
rest is spontaneous and isolated. BUT it is our duty as politicos to take ad
vantage of the militancy, in order to put forward our ideas. 

(i) We must channelise this militancy and try to give it organised form 
-̂n permanent organisations of the people. 

(ii) But this we can only do if wo see to it that we use every opportunity 
in order to spread political education. Education which must centre 
around the need for principled Unity and the struggle for the full 
franchise and the rest of the Ten Point Programme i. e. on the basis 
of equality. 

(iii) Only if we can disseminate our ideas, will we get the development of 
political consciousness which will lead to the formation of the people's 
organisations which must be brought into the A. A. Co Only in this 
x̂ ay can the struggle throughout the country be co-ordinated. 
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THE THINGS WE HEAR: 

1. We wondered how the great left-wingers would react if ever their property 
(as opposed to that belonging to the amorphousHothersn) were threatened. 

We need not have wondered. The reaction was typical J 

Councillor R. E. Viljoen, that great pseudo-solcialist, was quick to re
act when someone wanted to seize the like at a meeting in Paarl recently. 
Angrily, he shouted; ft I!ll sue you. You cant touch that. IT IS PRIVATE 
PROPERTY 11 « 

2. And at the TLSA Conference in June we were forced to listen to the gallant 
vanguard of Mr. Kies1 youth; thei!inherent fascists11 of Jaffe, proclaims 

" She(Miss Gool) accuses us of seeing spooks. I cay that we have the right 
to see spooksJ H 
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WHITHER CERTAIN SOYANS? 

" To thine own self to true 
And it must follow, as the night the day 
Thou canst not then be false to any man." 

11 F.Qr the sluggard1 s brow the laurel never grows 
Renown is not the child of indolent repose.,! 

x % # -)(- # # * % # -x- # -x- * x * -x- # % # -><- * a x a % 

" The Society of Young Africa is an integral part of the Convention. 
It is an instrument to assist in building up the Convention. Its paramount 
organisational task is the political education of the youth so that they may 
be equipped to spread the ideas, the Programme and the Policy of the N.E.U.M. 
to the people. It is precisely for this reason that wo have characterised for 
so long. S.O.Y.A. as an organisation of organisers." 

(A.M.L. - « Now Two Soyas - What Next? - « The Sayan", February, 1959) 

•These lines clinch with precision that which has been argued for months 
on end - i.e. the nature and function of S.O.Y.A. 

These two aspects have been repeatedly stated and restated, formulated 
and reformulated so many times that the above quotation might lay us open to 
the accusation of indulging in stock-phrases and cliches. We are prepared 
to take that risk and will keep repeating it until it sinks into the conscious
ness of the laggards. This has to be a prodding reminder to those who find 
themselves In S.O.Y.A. for no valid political reason; to those who regard S.O.Y.A, 
as a field for mental recreation; to those who feel that they have discharged 
their obligations to humanity either merely b^ calling themselves Soyans or 
to attend (irregularly) meetings of S.O.Y.A.; to those whoso sole contribu
tion to the struggle is,fa cheer from the touchline." 

The presence of such Soyans acts as a dead weight that upsets the work
ing of the machinery of S.O.Y.A. Their inactive -presence is a demoralising 
agency. For, although a branch may consist of a fairly large number of mem
bers, we often find so many are merely nominal members and that the burden of 
the work of translating the decisions and resolutions of the branch into rea
lity is left to a small minority. 

While we are on this point, let us remind those worthies that it was 
agreed and accepted at both the A.A.C. and S.O.Y.A. Conferences that WE 
MUST CLOSE OUR RANKS AND MEMBERS MUST EARN THEIR RIGHTS TO BE IN M ORGANIC 
SATION OF THE MOVEMENT. Now, this new and necessary concept was not introdu
ced to colour Conference with a splash of melodrama, nor was it designed to 
create theatrical effect. Rather, self-preservation and the continued 
healthy development of the N.E.U.M. demanded the adoption of this concept. 

That concept was readily accepted by people at those Conferences, Inclu
ding the laggards. But if rigid application of this concept was made, a 
fair number (besides the Jaffeites) would find themselves outside the Move
ment. But'this Is another matter. 

At the last S.O.Y.A. Conferences, we were given a stirring address by 
a slatwart who felt that since the pus was removed from the body politic, 
S.O.Y.A. would grow and develop both in quality and quantity. The speaker 
did not claim that these words constituted a magic formula, the mere men
tion of which would immediately bring about the desired result. The 
obvious was not stated i.e. S.O.Y.A. would grow and develop provided the 
Soyans executed their tasks diligently especially since the political cli
mate favoured this. 

One would/, 



One would have expected Soyans to emerge from these Conferences refresh
ed and inspiredj relieved that the cancer of Jaffeism is at long last remov
ed. Therefore one would have expected Soyans to hurry back to their respect
ive areas and intensify their political activity to make up for the time ex
pended in combatting Jaffeism, Again, one would have expected Soyans to emerge 
steeled and disciplined, intellectually fortified - the results of the pain
ful polemic. 

But none of the groat expectations sax/ the light of day as far as certain 
Soyans were concerned - Soyans who seemed to have emerged from Conference un
ruffled, unimpressed and unmoved. 

It is bad enough to have young Soyans not showing initiative, but when 
the older branches of S,0,Y.A. Fall into the same morass, then that becomes 
a matter of serious and alarming concern. If they allow themselves to be
come victims of apathy and demoralisation, it does not speak well of S.O.Y.A, 
as a whole. What sort df example do they think they set themselves up before 
the eyes of the younger and newer branches? These comrades of ours will have 
to indulge in a fair amount of heart-searching if they are to see for them
selves that they are not only failing in their duties but also that the in
activity and lack of initiative is tantamount to a surrender of the battle for 
liberation. We need but little imagination td realise the consequences of as 
surrender and the right of certain conclusions to be drawn by those who are 
still in battle. Let the laggards pause and think about it. 

What must be made clea,r is that the time has come for each Soyan to pose 
to himself the question. The question of being, "Either with the people and 
against the Herrevolk.«., *." is no longer sufficient for the Soyan, The 
Soyan has to ask him or herself the futther vital questions "Either in the 
thick of the battle or at the touchline," If it is the former, then the 
Soyan must conduct himself according to the rules and must do what is expected 
of him. If it is the latter, then they must be polite enough to take their 
leave from S.O.Y.A. and back pedal to the sanctuary of the touchline. By 
doing this they will be rendering a service not only to themselves but the 
organisation as a whole, 
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NUR8ES SUPPORT S. 0. Y. A. 

For the past few months, there has been a good deal of talk amongst the 
nurses about the Nurses Advisory Boards, The original stand of the nurses was 
a complete rejection of the Act and the Board, Now, once again the argument of 
sending "Boycott Candidates" and "our dauntless fighters" had reared its ugly 
head. All aspiring Board member sand potential quislings are peddling this line. 

Movement Members of Natal addressed 2 meetinfesof the nurses from Edendale 
Hospital, Pietermaritzburg. Both these meetings were timely:A' the nurses pre*- -
sent were unanimously determined to boycott the Advisory Board. The collabora
tionist group amongst the nurses, decided to hold a one day Conference of the 
nurses to discuss the Advisory Boards. In order to seduce the nurses into 
coming to this Conference, the Congrossites billed isheir big-gun Dr. Motala(ex-
NcEoU.M.) to address the Conference, not to mention the inviting teas and eats. 

Soyans were prepared to fight and went to the meetingbecause we expected 
the old spurious argument from the Congressites of "Boycott Candidates etc." 
But when they (the Soyans ) got there, they found about 15 nurses. Most of 
the nurses decided to boycott the meeting - a boycott of the boycott candi
dates. 

After the Soyans spoke to the nurses present and distributed the leaf
let, the audience was reduced by two-thirds, leaving Dr. Motala with a glor
ious audience of 5 nurses who are aspiring candidates. 

Motala/ 
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Motala and Company suspected the presence of the Soyans and therefore sent 
a stooge of theirs to reconnoitre. Naturally, the report back was bleak and 
chilling. Therefore Motala sent a message that he "was unable to come." 

Renegades are such warm-blooded beings that with the slightest breeze they 
get such cold feet* 

We reproduce in full the leaflet of Durban S.Q.Y.A. which was widely dis
tributed at Edendale and in Durban, and which caused much interest and dis
cussion on the part of the nurses s~ 

NURSESJ . UNITE AND BOYCOTT THE ADVISORY BOARDS 

INTRODUCTION 

Two years ago the Nursing Amendment Act waJ passed by the South African 
Parliament and became part of the oppressive legislation directed at every 
section of the Non-European people. This legislation is intended to perpet
uate an enslavement, in order that we continue to provide the ruling class 
with cheap labour, so that their dominant position and hence their continued 
accumulation of wealth is ensured. A study of South African Society shows 
us on the one hand that a small minority of people have been able to arrogate 
to themselves all political and civil rights and are regarded as the citizens 
of South Africa and on the other,that the majority of the people in this co 
country, who happen to be Non-European, are rightless and voteless non-citiz
ens • 

The South African Parliament which represents whites only, has been en
gaged, particularly in the last 60 years, in iQgislating ag.ainst every section 
of the people• Influx Control, passes for men and women, travel permits 
etc., deprive us of our right to freedom of movement* The Land Acts since .. 
1913 culminating in the Land Acts of 1936, as far as the African people are 
concerned and the Group Areas Act with regard to the Indian, Coloured and 
African people have completely (or in some cases partially as with thelndian 
and Coloured) dispossessed us of our land, and the right to earn our living 
off the land and the right to live where we please* The Rehabilitation 
Seheires and the culling of cattle in the name of soil preservation have im
poverished the people especially the now landless peasantry who form the 
majority of the people in South Africa. The Bantu Education Act together 
with De Vos Malan schooling for Coloured people, and the Separate Universi
ties Act with its tribal and inferior colleges have robbed our children and 
the future men and women of South Africa of a real education which equips 
men and women to contribute to the progress of mankind. This is a direct 
attempt to so stultify and retard our mental development, through infer
ior, tribal and racilaistic education, that we will not be in a position 
to put an end to a system of government designed to keep us in chains, 
but that we will be satisfied with our inferior slave position in this 
country. This indeed is Education for Barbarism which denies us access 
to the world literature, music, and knowledge of all mankind. The workers 
have been deprived of all their fundamental rights of workers. Legis
lation protects the rights of white x̂ orkers and Non-White workers are con
demned to unskilled jobs, below the breadline wages, to working on the 
mines, white-owned farms and in the factories as decided by the Labomr Bur
eau who are part of the machinery of oppression. African workers have no 
right to form trade unions or to strike in order to improve their position 
as workers. 

All this has been possible because we have not got the democratic 
right of the franchise i.e. to elect or "be elected to Parliament, so that 
we ourselves b.aixhave a say in the government of this country. In place 
of the franchise we have been offered various forms of representation which 
are intended only to dupe us into believing that we do have representation 
and which in fact becomes the link between the rulers and the oppressed 
people. In fact, these forms of representation become the means whereby the 

government/. 
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government is able to carry out its plans. We speak here of Location Advisory _ 
Boards, "Bantu" School Boards, "Native11 Representatives in Parliament the ex-
"Native" Representative Council, "Bantu" Authorities - etc* 

THE NURSING AMENDMENT ACT OF 1957 

It is against this broad background of objective conditions in South 
Africa that the Nursing Amendment Act must be viewes. Clearly it can be seen 
that the attack on the Nurses is part of the attack on the \/hole Non-European 
people. The Nursing Amendment Act is iaeant to reduce the status of the Nurses 
to the san e inferior, rightless, voteless position of the rest of the popula
tion. Inferior training, different uniforms, insignia and epaullets, lower 
pay etc., are demanded by the Act. No longer will nurses receive training 
which is of universal standard, we will be condemned to be auxiliary Nurse-
Aides. No longer will nurses be a part of one Nursing Association i.e. The 
South African Nursing Association. Separate racial branches for Africans, 
Coloureds and Indians flowing from the policy of divide and rule will have 
to be formed. No longer will we be able to elect and be elected to the South 
African Nursing Council (S.A.N.C.). The S.A.N.C. must be for "Europeans only." 
This means that the right to have a say in our own affairs is being denied us* 
Instead, ... the-nurses too, are offered a "dummy" Advisory Board, one for In
dians and Coloureds and one for Africans. And such Advisory Boards have to 
elect one white representative to represent the African, and one for the Indian 
and Coloured Nurses on the Council. 

NO COMPROMISE 

The Non-White Nurses together with a few individual White Nurses rejected 
completely the Nursing Amendment Act and in so doing they rejected the whole 
concept of inferiority which is the basis of the Act. But it is not sufficient 
to have rejected the Nursing Amendment Act we must sec to it that we do not 
assist in making the law a reality. All laws passed by the government cannot 
become a lay in practice unless we help the rulers to work such a law. Today 
we are faced with two immediate problems (a) the question of separate racial 
branches and (b) the election of the Advisory Boards. If x̂ e accept the idea 
of equality then we must not allow the formation of the separate racial branches 
It is time that the Herrenvolk through the S.A.N.C. will elect officials of 
non-existent racial branches in an attempt to force us by intimidation into 
accepting such branches. But it is for us to expose those who accept nomi
nation and election by the Council. 

Our answer to the formation of separate racial associations is the build
ing up of a militant organisation of the Nurses based on the demand for equa
lity in the nursing profession and in all other aspects of life as human bei
ngs. 

Linked up with this question of separate racial branches is the elect
ion of Advisory Boards. The history of the oppressed of South Africa is 
riddled with the experience of the people of Advisory Boards. In 1936 when 
ilfrican people were finally completely disfranchised, the ruling class offer
ed as the alternative the "Native" Representative Council (N.R.C.) and the 
three (White) "Native/ representatives in Parliament. At that time the people 
ca1 led for a boycott of these substitutes for the franchise, because they real
ised that such institutions had their bases in the whole concept of the infer
iority of the Non-European people. They were not willing to assist the Govern
ment in establishing the N.R.C. and electing the three white representatives, 
because participation in such elections signifies acceptance of inferiority, 
signifies acceptance of the Herrenvolk theory that we are a child race and un
fit to participate in the government of the country, and fit only to be ruled 
by the master -God - chosen race who happen to be the white ruling group. 

However, in spite of the decision of the people, some organisations adop
ted the idea of giving the "Native" Representation Act a try. The Liberals 
coined the now in-famous slogan about half a loaf of bread being better than 
none. And side nu side with this they also came out with the idea of devel
opment along your own lines." This meant, and was intended only to mean that 

the African/.... 
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the African people should accept inferiority and segregation. That was the 
political crime of the Liberals; that they practised and they preached 
racialism and segregationist policies, covering it up with honeyed words. 

But it is not with words that we are concerned. Concretely, the pro
blem before the people in 1936 and the problem before us today is: Just what 
is an Advisory Board? What is its function? Whose ends is it designed to 
serve? Those are the first, and the most important questions we have to ask 
ourselves. 

There is an old saying: Beware of the Greeks, especially when they 
bear giftsJ So, too, when the Herrenvolk come along to us with their supp
osed gifts, it is indeed our duty to he discourteous and to look the gift 
horse in the mouth. That is why we do ask questions about Advisory Boards, 
Because they are created by the Herrenvolk and they are created for a speci
fic purpose of perpetuating Herrenvolkism, 

So much so that instead of us fighting for our right to sit in the City 
Councils we go into a frenzy about the location of Advisory Board elections! 
Instead of demanding our right to elect and be elected to Parliament, we were 
involved willy-nilly into voting for members of an N.R.C, J Instead of de
manding full democratic rights which we, as human beings, are entitled to 
we were drawn into supporting BungasJ In other words, we became involved 
in a struggle to participate in and to preserve inferior institutions. And 
in so doing, to accept the idea of being an inferior people. Which was ex
actly what the whole of the Herrenvolk wanted us to do in the first place. 
That is the insidiousness of the Advisory Board system - because it reduces 
us to accepting the status of slaves. 

And what can an Advisory Board do? There is not a person in the entire 
country who can point to a single instance when an Advisory Board has educated 
the people to demand full democratic rights, and precisely so, too. It was 
never intended by its creators to do that. Its prime function is to advise 
the Herrenvolk; to advise them on the most effective manner of oppressing 
us. That is why the Herrenvolk are introducing the Advisory Board into 
every facet of life, 

Bantu School Boards and Committees to rob our children of their right 
to education and to spy on and prevent the teachers from joining in the lib
era tory struggle. Bantu Authorities to act as the policemen over us, and 
to turn our eyes back towards tribalism and slavery and away from freedom 
and human dignity. 

And yet, inspite of the bitter lessons of the past, inspite of the humil
iation and the indignities, inspite of the increasing rate of oppression, 
fantastic as it may seem, there are still those who would support the Advis
ory Board for the nurses. Oh yes, they talk either slavishly about giving 
it a try, of kissing the boot that kicks us. Or about sending "dauntless 
and courageoustTpersons to fight it from within. They create a mythical 
character called a boycott candidate. With the former we don't really have 
to deal. It is with the latter that we are concerned. There can be no ques
tion of trying to fight the Advisory Boards from x̂ ithin. Only the depraved 
and the politically dishonest would advocate that. Because once you go in
to the Advisory Board you, in fact, accept it i Whether you like it or not. 
It is not possible, physically or otherwise, to accept an institution and at 
the same time to fight it, 

HBut!,,say these protagonists of the Advisory Boards, "If we don't 
get ourselves elected, the quislings will get in." nYest!, we reply, nthe 
quislings will get in. And if you stand for election, you will be betray
ing the nurses and the people,11 And still they argue that if they don't 
get elected, then we wont know what is going on, what plans the Nursing 
Council has, and so on and so forth. 

Yet the people know that if the Advisory Boards don't work then our 
rulers are forced to come to us! But there is this difference. When they 
come to us they meet us as equals, not as cringing Advisory Board types, 
not as slaves. And they have to come to us because they must have our 
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d5~bperatibn in their plans. Then we can truly say to them with our heads 
held high in dignity that we will never be parties to our own enslavement J 
That is something an Advisory Board can never do - and even if they tried, 
they are mostly told to shut up, it is not their business to demand anything, 
they are merely the slaves of a system of slavery. 

What then is the answer? Firstly wo must boycott the Advisory Boards, 
and in this way demonstrate our rejection of inferiority. The Boycott as 
a weapon of struggle, which flows from the policy of Non-Collaboration is 
based on the demand for equality and in practice means that we will not wrork 
those politccal institutions designed to keep us enslaved, and our use of 
the boycott means that we are staking our claim to human dignity. But we 
would go further and say that the boycott if properly organised will assist 
to unite the nurses and to raise the political consciousness of the nurses 
by exposing the collaborators, those who will accept nomination to the Advi
sory Board, ahd by the boycott we will be severing the link with the Herren-
volk and frustrating their plans. 

It is already almost too late. Before it is really too late we must 
get doî n to the urgent task of building up an organisation of the nurses 
that will cfit accross the colour bar, an organisation seeped in human tra
ditions and human values. An organisation that can take an independent and 
firm stand on all issues. An organisation that will make the struggle of 
the nurses part of the struggle of the people. Cementing the bonds. An org
anisation that will know that the colour bar'in nursing can only be. fought 
successfully as part of the"struggle against all oppression and .injustice. 

And when! weshave built-up that;organisation,"when we can truly take our 
place alongside the rest of the people, we will have brought nearer, closer, 
tjip/xjstyutdien- there will be no indignity and humiliation, when there will be 
no Nursing Act based on oppression and barbarism. When, together, we will 
sweep away Bantu Education, Tribalism, sectarianism, apartheid in all forms. 
When South Africa will be a land of the proud and the free. 

MR. JAFFE ~ GOOD RIDDANCE II 

•'Breathes there the man with soul so dead 
Who never to himself hath said 

This is my own, my native land......... 

The wretch concentrated all in self 
Living shall forfeit fair renown 
And, doubly dying, shall go down 
To the vile dust, from whence he sprung 
Unwept, unhonoured,and unsung." 

No tears, no farewells, no sorrows, were present at the Cape Town docks 
as Jaffe departed from the shores of South Africa. This "great liberator", 
this "great philisopher", this "great" has now officially deserted the cause 
and the country. He has retreated to the safer atmosphere of England. One 
more crank and renegade is to infest that region which is already overpopula-
ted with such renegades.: 

Jaffe1s departure has caused a sigh of relief from all quarters except 
the Herrenvolk who "are really going to miss his services. Jaffe1s desert
ion proves that which we have maintained from the very outset of the polemic 
i.e.- *he was never really interested in the realisation of democracy in this 
country, but rather that he was most interested in experimenting his pet 
theories which he had maternally nurtured for so many years. The struggle 
of the people was merely his laboratory and he was utterly unconcerned about 
the consequences of his deeds and actions. In attempting to force his theor
ies down the throats of an unwilling people, Jaffe and his henchmen almost 
. ;ceoded in wrecking the Unity Movement. 

"But/...... 
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"But why should Jaffe depart , successes appeared to wait for him round 
the corner? This is the question that people tend to ask. Why indeed.1 The 
answer to his mysterious departure lies in the analysis of the politics of 
the Coloured petit- bourgeois and the maneuvering behind the scenes. 

An old fighter, who unfortunately is not with us at the moment, once 
pointed out that if revisionism is to be given its proper appellation, then it 
ought to be called KIESISMo We disagreed violently and insisted that it 
was ^affeism since we believed that it was Jaffe who was making use of the 
Coloured Petit-Bourgeois (the Kieses, the Dudleys and the Viljoens etc.) 
and not the other way round. Time and events have proved the old fighter 
right. 

Let us explains-

Jaffe was and is a crank. Nov/ this is irrebuttable. From the very 
outset of his political career (if it can be called such) Jaffe was enam
oured with his crankish theories. But inspite of his attachment to them 
he had to keep them in can ice-bos because time was not opportune* In the 
meanwhile the Coloured Petit-Bourgeois was seeking an exit from the Move
ment. Now it is traditional for the Movement to have its exit well guard
ed and if a person wished to desert, he is thrown out, accompanied with 
the necessary exposures and indignitea which are received by deserters 
everywhere. Hence the Petit-Bourgeois had to find a disguise since they 
were not eager in undergoing the fate of deserters. They did not have to 
search very far for their disguise because Jaffe was well known as a pedlar 
of disguises. His popular disguise is called ultra-leftism. And we will 
have to admit that at the beginning this disguise was very effe ctive - it 
confused people, it produced stooges and lured the arrogant and ambitious 
youth. But, of course today, after years of exposure,that disgmise is as 
effective as the top-hat of the hobo who uses it to give the impression 
that he is an aristocrat. 

The Petit-Bourgeois politicians with their innate qualities of cunning 
and treachery used Jaffe throughout the polemic particularly during its 
height. They made Jaffe their "leader" i.e. cannon fodder, and thereby 
placed him in a position where he received the brunt of the battering from 
the loyal Movement Members* But Jaffe did not mind. He was prepared to 
sacrifice and risk anything - anything for his theories. 

Throughout the polemic, Jaffe had pressed (in the caucuses and some
times in the open) for the full display of his theories i. e. "Socialism", 
Unitary structure, liquidation of youth organisations, attack on the peas
antry, USSR and China. But the Petit-Bourgeois could not afford such an 
ostentatious display especially in relation to the Federal Structure. They 
kept assuring him that that would duly be done in the "future". 

This "futurel! accoding to Jaffe *s thinking v. * A place after the 1958 
A.A.C. Conference. And accordingly, lik6 the Pied Pipers-

"First if you please, my thousand guilders. 
A thousand guilders.1 The Mayor looked blue 
And so did-the Corporation too." 

It was a noctt double-cross - the double-crosser got double-crossed.1 

But Jaffe fought hard for his dear Unitary Structure and in desperation 
he moved a motion at the meeting of the Mew-Era Fellowship (his strong
hold) that the Federal Structure be abolished. Jaffe lost by ONE vote.1 

The Petit-Bourgeois were badly shaken. 

But at this stage, for Jaffe, a miss by an inch is as good as a miss 
by a mile. Jaffe is a tired and wounded man. He is in no position to con
duct another campaign - this time against the Kieses. The Kieses had used 
him to satisfy their needs and having satisfied them, they cast him in the 
garbage bin. A most fitting end for a disrupter and renegade.1 

Jaffe/ 
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Jaffe is most probably consoling himself that his theories would be 
better appreciated in a more f!civilised" environment like England - cen
turies of cilture and tradition". Why should he waste his time in a mere 
semi-colony where people have not "advanced11 sufficiently to appreciate his 
genius. 

Now that the Petit-Bourgeois have rid themselves ofthis skeloton-in-
the-closet (for Jaffe could be very embarrassing with his blundering trc^u-
ness) they will operate with greater sublety and cunning* it, will ho,.more 
difficult tp pin them and corner them. But yet their very act of driving 
Jaffe away will make honest and sane thinking people ask the questions Why 
was Jaffe driven away? If he was driven away because of his opposition to 
the Federal Structure, why was he not exposed from the outset? Why did they 
keep defending and protecting Jaffe as a person made the target of jealousy 
and the scapegoat of the failure of the Movement to settle accounts with 
the Herrenvolk? 

The Petit-Bourgeois cannot answer these questions truthfully. To do 
that would be tantamount to an admission of the cult of Jaffeism, an ad
mission that they themselves are guilty of harbouring a renegade, an ad
mission that the attack of Jaffe by the true Movementarians was perfectly 
justified. 

That is their dilemma. Let them solve it. 

A SIDE-KICK FOLLOWS THE MASTER 

While we are on the subject of renegades (official ones)9 we would 
like to mention that a small time Jaffeite ( actually a Mottlerite 
i.e. one who is mor% Jaffeistic than Jaffe himself) going by the 
name of Mpehle (ex-president of SOYA) has joined the A.N.C. The New 
Age " proudly display a photograph of Mpehle sticking out his thumb 
in the air. Soyans will recollect that the renegade SOYA met at 

nConferencenunder his "Presidency". Kies and Co., recognised that 
"Conference" as the "real" SOYA Conference and accepted the presi
dency of Mpehle. Promptly after that Conference, Mpehle went and 
joined the A.N.C. So much for the political calibre of the Kies1 

favourites. 

DID YOU KNOW THAT: 
lfl?he Liberal - Congressites in the T.L.S.A. are advocating that lecturers 
and students boycott the Bush Universities. In order to justify this de
parture from the policy of the Unity Movement, that fountain of know
ledge, Van Schoor, argued that there was no comparison beWeen-primary 
and University Education - just no comparison at all - because teachers 
in primary schools are not in a position to indoctrine students, whereas 
lecturers cannot avoid indoctrinating their students.1 J 

Has the fountain dried upJ J 

2. Fort Sare Jaffeites came out in their true colours for all to see just 
where they belong. Not being armed with cultural crookery of the Kieses 
the young Jaffeites were quite blunderingly blunt as to their ideology 

For Hare S.O.Y.A. approached Jaffeites on the question of NoU.S.A.S. 
The Soyans were aiming to get Fort Hare disaffiliated from MSAS and 
asked the assistance of the Jaffeites there. These Jaffeites flatly 
refused maintaining that they preferred cooperating with NUSAS rather 
than with S.0oYoA* 

Bravo to these Jaffeites - at least they have the honesty of 
admitting that they belong to the camp of the Herrenvolk. 
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WHAT A SOYAN EXPERIENCES IN THE FIELD 

The fact that SOYA is an integral part of the A*A.C* and that SOYA does not 
exist for its own sake cannot be over emphasised* It has been said time 
out of number that the duty of SOYA is to build the A*A«C. But I do not 
think that it will do us any harm to say so again, because the most import
ant thing is to know the nature of S.O.Y.A*, and what it exists for, and-that 
will enable us to adopt a proper approach to the tasks that face us* * 

An organisation that keeps constant contact with the people (should of 
necessity) be able, at all times, to remain on the correct road* By nconst** 
ant contact11 is not meant the mere act of meeting the people but working 
amongst them and with them. And this is where the Soyan comes in. We 
must realise that because we have to be soaked in the ideas of the Movement> 
it has been necessary that we spend a considerable amount of time arming 
ourselves in the Study Groups, but we will notice that we often find our
selves drawing a line of demarcation between studying and practising poli
tics. In effect there is not clear line of demarcation. We do not study 
first and then graduate to go and work in the field. The studying of 
politics and working in the field has to be done at the same time in ord
er to safeguard ourselves from the mistakes which we are so prone to com
mit if we compartmentalise over activities. 

When a Soyan goes to work in the field amongst the people a number of 
facts strike him forcibly. They draw him out of the world of "youth" 
where an organisation can exist merely for the purpose of discussing ideas 
and brings him to reality, where a majority of people and organisations are 
brought together and function on day to day problems. The facts teach you, 
as a young person in the field, a number of things* They teach the Soyan 
to have the patience, the lack of which has cost some amongst us their poli
tical lives over the last 2 to 3 years when the terrible disease of Jaffe-
ism smote the Movement. And some of them are still in the isolation of the 
political "fever wards" and are not likely to recover. We will also find 
that when v/e go out to work amongst the people we are safeguarding ourselves 
from developing into what we may -term a "Scholar Soyan" where we will ex
pect the people, at least indirectly, to recite the Ten Point Programme. 

This is not done consciously, but rather because of our anxiety that 
the people should understand the nature of their oppression and how to get 
rid of it. So that if a person leaves out one or two ideas or even words 
in his contribution to the discussion, we immediately swing into action ve
hemently trying to correct him - a correction that is at times tantamount 
to a scolding and we unwittingly antagonise him and others. Nevertheless, 
this does not mean that we must soft pedal on our ideas merely to prevent 
antagonism and acrimony* 

One of tho things that I have experienced is the fact that the whole 
structure of the Movement becomes clearer to you as you work# You get the 
real spirit of the Federal Structure and its absolute necessity cannot es
cape you. You will find that every section of society has its problems 
that it has to deal with day in and day out, and they have every right to 
do so. And the task of SOYA is to make that section realioc that they must 
unite with all the other sections on a common platform as wo all suffer 
common oppression. We suffer those disabilities because we lack political 
rights. But it is not necessary for the people to abandon their organisat
ions which deal with their daily problems and to join another organisation* 
Wo must realise that it is not just a question ofnecessity that there be a 
Federal Structure, but that there is a principle involved, the principle of 
freedom of association and organisation. Out primary task is to politicise 
the people and point out the way to freedom. 

One other very important point is how exactly to work with the people. 
The attitude of tho "Scholar Soyan" comes into the picture again. We always 

have to / 
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have to guard against lecturing to the people. We will find that it pays 
a lot to let the people express their views about their problems and what 
they feel about thorn. Our task is mainly to formulate what they have said 
in a manner that will raise their political consciousness. Let us for a 
moment take an example that will indicate two things - the fact that it is 
not necessary for the people to recite the Ten Point Programme off by heart 
and how to raise their political consciousness. We come accross this in al
most every area in which we work. The people will says " We want to decide 
for ourselves the way in which we ought to live, and wheiae we want to live* 
How is it that the white man has become so concerned about our welfare? 
This is point 1 of the T. P. P. They are demanding the franchise in not so 
many words. Out task is then to raise their consciousness by formulating 
this and to show them in fact that they are demanding the right to be in 
Parliament. 

Although we cannot discuss all the things that we experience because 
of time and space, we will try to take as many of our experiences as possible 
It happens also very often that whefi/a young Soyan you go out to work, you 
ask yourself many questions as to how you will put accross these (seemingly) 
complicated ideas. But when you get to the people you will find that the 
people are capable of understanding these ideas with the greatest of ease 
as long as the language is simple. Here also there is the danger that some 
of us instead of simplifying the language, we overv simplify the ideas. It 
is not necessary to "condescend11 ideologically in order that the people should 
understand the ideas of the Movement, because the people can understand these 
ideas since the ideas of the Movement are their ideas. This brings us to the t 
important idea that we are not just an organisation with beautiful ideas thought 
up by some intellectual which must be pushed down the people !s throats because 
they oxo good ideas, but...jĵ ^̂  
belong to them. We are like people employed to clean instruments to prepare 
them for use by the people who ought to usethem. 

Lastly, and this point flows from the proceeding QUO, we must realise 
the necessity to attend study groups and work in the field at the same time 
because we must learn to distinguish between ideals and realities. We must 
not allow ourselves to over-estimate the meaning of what the people soy. In 
other words; we must not !Iread too much11 into what the people say and do. 

This simply means that we must not immediately interprete the peopled 
actions and x̂ hat they say as having been motivated by political consciousness but 
that in most cases it is their past experience that is responsible for what they 
do and say. We say this because If the people were politically conscious we^ 
would have achieved or we would be in the process of achieving freedom at this 
very moment, when looking at what the people have been doing and what they have 
been saying over the past few months and years. 

EDI TOR VS., NOTE; 

The year 1959 has not been a good year for "THE SOTAN". Contributions 
and articles have been conspicuous by their absence. Some branches have 
failed to send in a single article or even a report for the journal. This 
is neither a good nor a healthy sign. It indicates a lack of confidence 
a lack of work. "The Soyan" wa.jnever intended *o be the mouthpiece of the 
Editor or of a few only. It can and will only fulfill:its function when it 
begins to reflect SOYA as a whole. It can only begin to act as an organiser 
as a theoretical journal, when it begins to be the product of the whole of 
SOYA, reflecting the direction of the organisation and the levels within it. 

It is no good us coming to Conference year after year and mouthing a 
lot of platitudes, or patting each other on the back for fine speeches. 
Our whole life only begins to have meaning when those fine speeches arc 
translated into reality, when wo match our words with deeds. Then;'fhe Soyan" 
can truly become the organ of-SOYA, and play its true and full role in the 
struggle for National Liberation. • 


