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The word Sogba comes from the Nupe language, meanmg
"lightning" 0 •

In its more elaborate form the cult celebrates an annual
communal ceremony fixed for either the second or seventh
month of the year. During this period the men sacrifice a dog
in great secrecy while the women sing and dance carrying rods
and small bells. At the request of a client the Sogba priest
performed a vitual in the presence of his fellow villagers and
strangers °

These ministrations are :invoked for one or two reasons
either to procure the fertility of a childless woman or bring
about the punishment of offenders, especially thieves, whose
indentity is unknown. In either case a small payment in kola
nuts and money is made to the priests. The rituai involves
the use of a special object of the cult. It consists of a forked
wooden post cut from a particular tree in such a manner that
it resembles a tree cut in two by lightning and planted in the
ground inside a hut or in the open space. Around the foot of
the post; there are a number of flat, black, polished stones,
which are described as thunderbolts (Sokogba). Nothing is
lmown about the origin of the stones save that some have been
collected by the grandfather of the present priest and others
were inherited from more distant ancestors. The priest owns
a shrine containing a nameless medicine and few bell-rods.

The Chief is asked to sit in a hut away from the scene of
the actual rite, which is being performed by the priest and two
assistants (his sons or brothers). The priest crouches in
front of the forked post while his assistants stand on his right
and left, each one gripping one of the branches of the fork.
He pours a little palm wine on the thunderbolts and on the
ground. Briefly and informally he invokes "Kuti" explaining
the nature of the request. The usual phrase is "Sogba may the
woman bear a child", or "Sogba may the wicked person be
killed" if the aim of the rite is to procure child -birth.
The priest afterwards goes to the woman touches her with one
of the bell-rods and gives her a little medicine known as
cigbe, which she must drink for four days. The barren
woman will then hope to bear a child; and the person who had
suffered injury at the hands of an unknown culprit will be
assured that the latter will be killed by lightning, not at once
or within a definite period, but will surely be killed in future.
The latter part involves a final duty of the Sogba priest, which
is to bury all persons killed by lightning and to perform the
appropriate rites of the Sogba cult for these victims of divine
punishment.

The children born after the intercession of Kutisogba are
tied to the cult for life 0 Immediately after the birth the
hereditary priest, known as "Zigi" must be informed so
that he may in turn inform the kuti by means of anothe;
sacrifice. Afterwards the zigi presents the infant with a
special charm in the form of a tiny dagger which the child
must wear all his life around his neck. Generally the child
is given the nam.e Sogba and is referred to as "egisogba"
meaning "the chIld of Sogba'. If such a child is sick, his

parents will not seek help from any other prOfeSSion~.
medicine men but from zigi who does n~t charge. an~emg .
for this further asistance. Thus the chIld remams t
responsibility of the Sogba cult, cind when such chi~d:en
grow up and marry they will invoke the Sogba sacrIfIce so

that their union might be blessed.
Today the survival of Sogba cult is threatened by mo~~rn

o 01 0sation The ceremony is no longer as elaborate as It
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used to be, because the worshIppers are mamly old pe~ .

This change of attitude can be attributed to two mam

reasons: 0

Today the average Nigerian, unlike his forefathers, IS
Other a Christian or a Moslem. The teaching of these
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religions condemned the Sogba cu as prImItIve an

aganistic and strongly warned their members that they
ph Id have nothing to do with the followers of Sogba cult.
s ouSecondly, there are now modern medical facilities.

h N° erlanwithin the reach of everyone, so that t e average I~

today considers it a waste of timeand money consultmg

the Sogba priest. .
As things stand today the Sogba cult cannot surVIve

the next decade because modern civilisation has infl~enced
the average Nigerian to dismiss the religious :vorshlp of

i ancestors as rimitive and irrational rubbIsh.

enya is a cOWltry that enjoys a great deal of variation.
The variations vary from Kenya '8 own geographical conditions
to her own peoples with their different dialects, behaviour
and customs. One agreed custom with almost all tribes in
Kenya is the desire for all young men to be circumcised.

Circumcision is an old custom. Belief in it is inherited
from the ancient jews, an inheritance that is spreading
not only to the larger group of Kenya's population but to many
other parts of the world.

Kenya has both Christian and Moslem citizens. The
Christians have no forced obligations for their members to be
circumcised. The Moslems have a compulsion for all their
religious members to be circumcised, a compulsion that is
circumstantially Jewish. We the Kenyans admit it as is
handed over to us, by our forefathers who unknowingly
appreciated value.

Crrcumcision is not only a climatical matter but a sign
of maturity. From the point of view of climate, Kenya stands
astride the Equator and therefore directly under the burning
sun. Kenya is therefore supposed to be a very hot country,
all the year round.

Nobody can manage to live all the year round in such a
clifllate uncircumcised. The dirt that surrounds that skin
which covers the head of the penis is not only offensive to
the owner of the unc ircumc ised body but a pure sign of
unwantedness in the tropic s.

I am not criticising the tribes of Kenya that do not
circumcise their youths, but merely commenting on. what
is essentially Kenya's culture.

Everyone wants to feel proud at the event of his or her
maturity. True it is that when one matures, one needs to be
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a father or a mother by virtue of n1arriage to Someone's
daughter or son. This is apprec iated not only by
protestants and catholics but also by Moslems.

Circumcision, in some of Kenya's tribes, is a symbol,
a true indication of a son or a daughter(only among the
Kikuyus and the Kalenjin tribes, regarding the clitoris) of
maturity. This matter has had a very \vide discussion in
parliament and has been left to the tribes concerned to do
a\\-ay \vith or keep on practising.

For the young men, it is agreed that they should mature
by going through the boyhood stage. At the circumcision age,
a boy becOll1es automatically a mnture person. In other words
circumcision marks the end of boyhood. A person thus
circumcised is by right of his circumcision subject to asking
his father - or guardian in the case of one having lost his
father - for cattle for a dowry.

All Kenya tribes marry by the use of the payment of cattle
to the bride s parents. Always Cl fe\v shillings accompany the
cattle. So that when a father send his son or sons in for
circumcision he rests assured that after their healing,

marriage is the next step.
The father then prepares the l'ight number of cntt1e

and leave s the shillings part of the dovvry to the son. \Vhen
the son heals, in some tribes of Kenya, a circumcised boy
Inay have to stay away from his parents for a period not
less than six months. He has to stay in the bush, and his
food is sent to him by either his father, his elder
circumcised brother, or unmenstruating sister.

His mother or menstruating sister has no right to sce him.
One unused to this sort of beha\'iour may wonder at it, because
he or she does not W1derstand the logic behind it. For definite
reasons, a circumcised boy is a patient and therefore ought
not to admire mature WOlnen. Admiration of mature \vomen
means the satisfaction of the sexual needs.

The circumcised boy has a wOW1d on his penis. He cannot
therefore effectively use his penis for his bodily desires. He
may hurt himself. Hence the urge that some menstruating girls
or women should not visit the circumcised boy/men. Their
sexual desires may necessitate their committing intercourse,
when organs for sexual satisfactions are sickly.

Tribes like the Tiriki, Kalenj in and to some extent the
Kikuyus are very particular about the circumcised boys.
They like them to undergo torture, stay in the bush awav from
their parents and be taught by their bush teachers the b~haviour
of full grown -ups.

After healing, equivalent to graduation in academic terms
the son goes back to his own father's home and demands marriage.

. He or she is by right a mature person now, able to manage his
or her own home. Men usually ask their parents to give them
the necessary cattle and allow them the freedom of marriage
to whomsoever they love. Some of the Kenya tribes are very
strict. It is the duty of the parents to choose the girl from
the family that their son or sons should marry. The son
or sons do not therefore have the choice. After their
circumcision, they are automatically obliged to marry
so -an-so's daughter in accordance with their parents' usually

their father's wish.
It is for the father to authorise the right for the cattle

to be paid to the girl's father. Once he has made his decision
nobody changes it. This ruling is definitely being challenged
by the educated generation of sons. Before they are
circumcised, they have made their own choice from whose
family they are to marry. :N"obody questions them.

The number of head of cattle to be paid and the number of
shillings to accompany the cattle is arranged by the husband
and Wife to be, and merely forwarded to their respective
'parents for approval. No parent or parents these days
disagree with their children's decision. They in fact know
that the future of their married children belongs to them and
nobody can challenge their O\vn decisions.
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President Johnson's "Riot" Report Commission acted

in the typical manner of colonialists who sense their subjects
unrest as a growing danger. The Report's rhetoric is
militant. It states that America is a vvhite racist country.
Black people painfully kne\v this since 1619. Whites kne\v
~1bout their Ovvn racism since the Crusades. The rhetoric
of "softening" police and military tactics towards hlack
rebellions sontradicts the practice of its authors. For at
this very n10111cnt the \vhite and "negro" melnbers of the
Con1111 ission are oppressing blacks via their respective-'

techniques.
The "Riot' Report vainly attempts to sap most of the

strength from the lTIOre revolutionary spokesmen. When
\vhite governors, senators, mayors and "negro" traitors
say that \vhite America is a racist society, to many blacks
there appears to be no need for th·' Rap Bro\vns or Stokely
Carmichaels to "tell it like it is ". The colonisers ask
~f the colonised to have patience and join them in
Quilding Cl "Ne\v America".

Money is poured - as a coolant - into black
ghettoes as police and national guard stock-pile lethal
and "non-lethal" riot control weapons tried and tested
in Vietnam. Wnat is the white power structure doing?
They are buying time. They know that in every major
U. S. city Black Rebellion is an inevitable threatening
force. They try to keep us cool long enough until their
counter -insurgency training is complete and to allow
frantic white ch ilians to arm themselves - South
African and Zimbabwe style.

To be more prec ise, at this stage the white po\ver
struc ture wants confrontation. They will even
instigate it. History has taught white America
to crush those revolutionary elements before their beliefs
and acts become the beliefs and acts of the colonised
masses. Hence white America violently confronts the
vanguard of Black Liberation everyvvhere: the draft,
campus massacres, constant arrests, excessive bails,
harassments, agents provocateurs ... and the reality
of concentration camps.

Yes. Concentration camps. Thirty-two of them have
been reactivated along with the conversion of old Job Corps
sites. They are reserved specifically for revolutionaries
and draft evaders. Miles of barbed-wire (for cordoning off
the ghettoes) have been ordered by at least twenty major
cities: Algiers' casbah of 1957 -59 might grimly be re-enacted
in the America of 1968.

In the final analysis, white America will have an
extremely difficult time attempting simultaneously to crush
domestic rebellions and international revolutions. In fact,
she will fail. But at this most crucial moment what matters
is.: ~an Black America sustain a complex protracted struggle
wIthIn America as the Third World shatters America's

imperialist superstructures? The question can and will
be resolved this year and in the very future as onr Rrot.hp.r~ 
througl1 hard work and study - resol~e our internal
con~radicti.onscurrently hindering us from developing our
Natlonal LIberation Front.


