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INSIDE
In mankind's struggle for freedom few people deserve better of
1968 than the Namibians, the people of 11South West Africa
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colonial serfs of White South Africa and - seemingly in name
only - wards of the United ations. SA M JOM, leader- in-
exile of the majority party, SV/APO, appeals on behalf of 35 of
his fellow- countrymen and freedom fighters on trial for their lives
in Pretoria. All free Africa and Africa's friends should demand
that they be spared.
Historical perspective is given to the concept of negritude in DR.
HOLLIS LYNCH'S portrait of Edward Wilmot Blyden, whose
biography he has also written (Oxford University Press, 1967).
DR. AMBROSE ZWANE, president of the gwane ational
l.iberatory Congress, examines Swaziland' s constitution for its
imminent independence. The secretary of the Friends of Biafra
Association, DAVID JO~ I TT, speaks for Biafra. In Books and
the Arts", SAM NOl UTSHUNGU, studying at Keele University
considers an earlier South African exile and writer, Roy
Campbell, who died ten years ago. He also reviews the first
study of the Transkei since its pseudo-independence. (See
also "Inside South Africa"). Other reviewers: S. E. Anderson
of S CC, who also writes "Inside Afro-America", Ralph Young,
Simon Ottenberg, Ezekiel Mphahlele and Tony Voss, who teach
at, respectively, the universities of Manchester, ashington,
Denver and Rhodes, Grahamstown; James Gregory, formerly of
University of Ghana, now teaching in London; Griffith Cunningham,
rector of Kivukoni College, Dar es Salaam; D. E. Steward,
American writer and Africanist; Henry zegwu (African \\/eekly
Review, L,ondon and BBC African Service); James Currey,
London publisher, designer of the E~ AFRICAN. ILLFRIED
FEU SER (Ibadan University) translates verse and prose by
FII_Y DABO SISSOKO of Upper Volta in "Retold from the French- 9".
Dr. Feuser also translates CAM RA LAYE and JEA -LOUIS
DA GMO in the section' Return and Departure", \vith a short
story on the same theme by MBE .LA SO E DIPOKO,
Camerounian novelist, living in Paris, and a poem by ORl.A DO
MA RVILLE, of Barbados and University of Ghana, now studying
in London. Other poemsa,reby JOR OKAI. foprth year student
at Patrice Lumumba niversity, oscow, and KH DA BI
AS LACRE, Kenyan novelist and poet, with translations of many
stirring fragments of Sesotho prose poems, with a full commentary,
by MOFOLO BULA E, Mosotho student at Friendship University,
Moscow. MATTHE\;V NKOANA, Pan-Africanist Congress of
Azania (South Africa), concludes his four-part contribution to the
1 ation-building in the new Africa" series, and ANDRE DE LA RUE,
an intimate observer of the politics and economics of Africa who
has lived and worked for several years in both West and East Africa,
completes his survey of post-Arusha Tanzania up to the end of 1967.



The illegal trial of SWAPO Freedom
Fighters currently takIng place in the Supreme Court"
Pretoria" South Africa, is a clear indication that the
Vorster racist regime rules Namibia (South West
Africa) with brute force and absolutely denies the
African people of Namibia the fundamental human rights.

The South West African Police and Army
have embarked upon a campaign of terror against the
entire African population# unwarrantedly seized
SWAPO leaders" members and civilians" transported
them by military planes from the Northern" Central
and Coastal regions in Namibia to a foreign country
(South Africa) where they are being detained under
the "Suppression of Communism Act" which was ex
tended to our country in 1966. Among those arrested
are prominent SWAPO leaders; Messrs. Nathaniel
Maxuilllu, Acting President; John Otto, Acting Sec
retary General; Jason Mutumbulua, Secretary for
Foreign Affairs; and Toivo ja Toivo, Regional Sec
retary in the North; and two teachers who were
seized by the Police from their classrooms in a
typical Nazi-fashion at Onguendiva in Ovamboland.

In July 1967.. Mr. Aaron Mamutenja
was seized by the Police from his home in Windhoek
and taken to an unknown destination, leaving his
wife and three children without any means of live
lihood.

While the neo-Nazi regime of Vorster
detains our people in Pretoria, the all-White South
African Parliament rushed through a vicious Bill
known as the "Anti-Terrorism Bill". This repres
sive piece of legislation was introduced in Parlia
ment on, 1st June, passed on 6th and gazetted on
21st June, 1967. In our view, this Act was deliber
ately rushed through Parliament in order to em
power the South African Minister of Justice to im
pose death sentences on the SWAPO members now
standing trial in Pretoria.

The "Terrorism Act" gives power to the
Police to arrest and detail indefinitely any person as
stipulated in Section 2(1) (a): "Who with intent to en
danger the maintenance of law and order in the Repub
lic or elsewhere commits any act or attempts to
commit, or conspires with any other person to aid or
procure the commission of or 'to commit" or incites,
instigates, commands, aids" advises, encourages" or
procures any other person to commit any act; or (b)
in the Republic or elsewhere undergoes, or attempts..
consents or takes any steps to undergo, or incites"
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instigates" commands.. aids" advises" encourages"
or procures any other person to undergo any training
which could be of use to any person intending to en
danger the maintenance of law and order, and who
fails to prove beyond a reasonable doubt that he did
not undergo or attempt" consent or take any steps to
undergo or incite" instigate" command.. aid" advise,
encourage, or procure suth other person to undergo
such training for the purpose of using it or causing it
to be used to commit any act likely to have any of the
results referred to in subsection (2) in the Republic
or any portion thereof; or (c) possesses any explosives"
ammunition, firearms or weapons and who fails to
prove beyond a reasonable doubt that he did not intend
using such explosives, ammunition, firearms or
weapon to commit any act likely to have any of the
results referred to in subsection (2) in the Republic
or any portion thereof, shall be gull ty of the offence
of participation in terroristic activities and liable on
conviction to the penalties provided for by law for the
offence of treason; Provided that, except where the
penalty is imposed, the imposition of a sentence of
imprisonment for a period of not less than five years
shall be compulsory" whether or not any other penal ty
is also imposed".

However, it should be pointed out that
the "Terrorism Act" is also the most barbaric law
ever passed in a civilised Parliament. It is a well
calculated policy aimed at the destruction of SWAPO
and at completing the elimination of nationalist
activities and the enslavement of the people of Namibia"

It is significant that Police brutality and
ruthlessness by means of torture and beatings have
already re suIted in the death of SWAPO detainee s. In
early September a report reached us stating that the
first SWAPO detainee died in Pretoria - he had been
captured on the battlefield" thrown into prison, where
he died in his cell: he is believed to have suffered a
bullet wound in his neck. However" the Pretoria
racist regime refused to announce the circumstances
under which he died, and his name was not disclosed.
On 12th October 1967, Mr. Ephraim Kaporo, one of
the 37 accused now standing trial under the "Terror
ism Act" in Pretoria" was tortured to death by the
South African Police o During the past years we have
noted a growing Nazi-like Police state in South Africa
While at the same time South Africa has extended her
policy of piracy and white supremacy beyond her
borders. Today the South African troops are
fighting in Rhodesia, Angola and Mozambique, with
a view to maintaining the minority white regimes in
power there and to suppressing the nationalist move
ment in southern Africa.

The South West Africa Peoples Organi
satIon calls upon all democratic governments, organi
sations and individuals to join us in demanding the
unconditional release of all Namibians illegally de
tained and now being tried by the fascist regime of
Vorster and to condemn the South African Govern
ment's act of aggression and atrocities committed
against our people.

Even th ough we are fighting ag ainst
the formidable forces of the South African aggressors
who are armed with the most modern weapons, the
people of Namibia, under the banner of SWAPO" will
carry out the liberation struggle and overthrow the
forces of the South African colonialism and achieve
freedom and independence



It is generally assumed that Pan 
Africanism is a twentieth century phenomenon 
the ideology and program of such New World

egro intellectuals as Henry Sylvester-Williams
(who organised the first Pan-African Confer 
ence in London in 1900), W. E. B. DuBois and
George Padrnore among others - concerned
with the welfare of the Negro race as a whole"
and luore recently, of African nationalists
concerned to rid Africa of imperialism, to
combat neo-colonialisrn and prolnote continental
co-operation and unity. 9Negritude' .. it is
generally believed, had an even later origin:
the word was first used in 1939 in a poeln,
'Cahier d'un Retour au Pays atale', by

Aime Cesaire of 1artinique, and the concept
was subsequently chalupioned by a few New
World egro and African poets, the Inost out
standing of whom was Leopold Sedar-Senghor,
the brilliant and sophisticated President of
Senegal. Dr. Lynch sets out to show that such
views are not historically correct. He
demonstrates that the concepts of pan-African
ism and negrltude were carefully elaborated
in the ni neteenth century by Edward Wilmot
Blyden, (1832-1912)., the brilliant West
Indian-born Liberian, (a full study of whom
is found in Dr. Lynch's biography 'Edward
Wilmot Blyden - Pro - Negro Patriot', pub
lished in 1967by Oxford University Press.,
London)

The pan-African idea started among a few
West Indian and Anl.erican ... egro intellectuals in the
early years of the nineteenth century as a reaction
against the enslaveruent of and discrimination against

egroes in the ew World, and their reputed back
wardness on the continent of Africa. These Negro
leaders calue to view the problerns of the ... T egro as
a whole and their solutions aimed at bringing pres 
tige and dignity to the entire race. They caIn to
reject any white-dorninated society as unfit for
Negro habitation and thought in terms of establishing
societies and nations in which _ egroes would have
unfettered opportunities for deluonstrating their
talents. They were influenced by those British and
American 'humanitarians' who \vislled to 'regenerate'
~t\frica and under whose auspices free Negroes frolll
Britain and orth America had founded the colonies

of Sierra Leone (1787) and Liberia (1822). 1'ne early
pan-Negro nationalists optiluistically regarded Sierl'a
Leone and Liberia as a new kind of society which
could cG!i1lJine the best in western and African cultures.
They believed that sustained New World Negro "re
patriation' vvould result in the establishment of lnajor
progressive African nations through whose agency
the Negro race would J.llake a distinctive contribution
to world civilisation. Such were the vie'v\'s of Paul
C uffee., Daniel Coker, Hilary Teage, Elij ah J ohnson,
Lott Cary and John B. Russwurm, all of whom played
prolilinent roles in the early history of Liberia or
Sierra Leone or both, and all of whonl but Cuffee died
in the service of the new societies of which they held
such high hopes.

With the deaths of these leaders, the next
pan-African figure to ernerge was Edward Wilnlot
Blyden, who because of his intellectual brilliance, his
single-lnindedness of purpose, and a long life) becatne
easily the greatest of the pan -Africa.n figures of the
nineteenth century. Blyden becalne a convert to pan
Africanism in 1850 at the age of eighteen while on a
visit to the United States frorn his native St. Thomas.
The young Negro had come to the United States to
seek entrance into a theological college. Not only were
his applications turned down because of his race, but
he had the traulnatic and humiliating experience of
witnessing the recently passed Fugitive Slave Law
unscrupulously brought into operation against the free
Negroes of New York; he hllnself "feared being
seized for a slave". Fro(!l his Alnerican and other
experiences as well as froln his readings, Blyden
becanle convinced that Negroes would 'never be
treated as the equal of whites in the New World. In
the rneantilne he had learnt of Liberia and had be 
COIl1.e greatly excited by the possibilities for devel
op.i."nent of the forlner colony of the Alnerican Col
onisation S'Jciety which in 1847 had achleved full
soverign status as a Republic. Accordingly, Blyden
e1nigrated to Liberia, arriving there in late January
1851.

The rernainder of Blyden I s long life, apart
fro.G1 visits to Europe and Aluerica" was spent
doing "race work" in English-speaking West Africa.
His career can be briefly outlined: in Lib'2ria:
Principal of Alexander High School, 1858-61, and



again 1874-7; Professor of Classics at Liberia
College" 1862-71; Secretary of State.. 1864-6;
Ambassador to Britain, 1877-8, and again in 1892"
and again in 1892" and to Britain and France in 1905;
President of Liberia College, 1880-4, and again in
1900; and Minister of the Interior" 1880-2; in Sierra
Leone: Agent to the Interior, 1872-3; Director of
Muslim Education, 1901-6: and in Lagos: Agent for
Native Affairs, 1896.

Surprisingly, Blyden's Formal education
never went beyond the High School level. Yet largely
because of his voracious and broad reading" his un
ceasing application, and his wide travels, he became
an impressively versatile scholar; linguist (he read
and spoke all. the romance languages, as well as
Arabic and Hebrew and also spoke several West
African languages); classicist (he read Greek and
Latin fluently), theologian, historian and sociol
0gist. He was one of the brilliant minds of his age
and perhaps the most profound Negro intellect of
his time.

IDEAS

Unquestionably, it is primarily as a man
of letters and ideas rather than a man of action - he
possessed little organising or administrative ability 
that Blyden made his greatest impact. He began
writing at the age of eighteen, at first the colon ...
isation journals of America. His writings, apart
from condemning slavery and advocating the emi
gration of free American Negroes to LIberia, were
concerned to prove that the Negro race had ,a
history and culture of which it could be proud. Thus
at the outset of his career" he realised that an in
dispensable prerequisite to pan-African action was
the creation of pride and self-esteem among
Negroes.

His first pamphlet, fA Voice from Bleeding
Africa', published in Monrovia in 1856" listed some
thirty Negroes from Africa and the New World, in
cluding J.E.J.Capitein, the African-born author,
linguist and theologian; Toussaint L'Ouverture, the
celebrated general and liberator of Haiti; and his
own contemporary, Frederick Douglass, the
American Negro leader and abolitionist; all of
whom in Blyden i s view, had achieved "moral and
intellectual greatness". In the following year in
another pamphlet, "A VindicatIon of the Negro Race"
he rebutted with cogency all the theories which
purported to prove Negro inferiority. In January
1869, an article of his.J "The Negro In Ancient
History", appeared In "The Methodist Quarterly

Review" (New York). This was the first article by a
Negro in a scholarly quarterly and in It Blyden
adduced evidence to prove the now academically
respectable view that Negroes played "an active
part in early Egyptian civilisation" and were thus
part purveyors to posterity of "the germs of •...
the arts and sciences".

In a lecture on "Africa' s Service to the
World"~ delIv~red in the United States in 1880, Blyden
argued that the splendours of European and American
civilisation largely resulted from the exploitation of
the Negro. Seeking to couch this unpalatable truth
in language which would appeal to Negroes' pride,
he asserted with hyperbole: "The political history
of the United States is the history of the Negro. The
commercial and agricultural history of nearly the
whole of the Americas is the history of the Negro"

5

Another important theme in Blyden' s
writings was that~ contemporary European opinion
to the contrary, Africa's culture - its customs and
instrtutions were basically wholesome and particu
larly well-suited to the needs of Africans. He was
not opposed to African society borrowing and in
corporating wholesome aspects of western culture"
but he believed that educated Africans should be pro
tected from becoming needlessly ashalued of their
culture, a consequence of the arrogant and ethno
centric attitude of Europeans in Africa. In a book,
iAfrican Life and CustOl11.s', published in 1908,
Blyden made his most systematic defence of.
African culture. Indeed, this was the first lm
portant attempt at a sociological analysis of
African society as a whole. In this work he was
concerned to show that there existed tran African
Social and Economic System was most carefully and
elaborately organised, venerable~ impregnable, in
dispensable ll

, a thesis made famous some forty
years later in Rev. Placide Tempels' book, 'Bantu
Philosophy'. Blyden pointed out that the African
social system was socialist, co-operative and
equitable - an ideal for which Europe was des
perately striving as the answer to ills created by
excessive individualism and unscrupulous com-
pe titivene s s.

If Blyden pointed up some of the positive
aspects of Negro history and culture, he was
also concerned to draw attention to those influences
which he believed tended to retard the progress of
the Negro. He advanced the controversial thesis
mat one of the major retarding influence on the
Negro was Christianity - not the essence but
what in practice passed for Christianity. He

argued that in America Christianity was used as a tool
by the upholders of slavery and discrimination to
foster Negro submissiveness; and that in Africa sect
arianism combined with the arrogant ethnocentrisln of
European missionaries and teachers produced disunity

11 i d trand a feeling of inferiority among western se
Africans. On the other hand, Blyden lauded Islam as
an elevating and unifying Influence which did not dis
rupt the African social fabric; Islam, he argued, had
brought Africans the benefits of a major world civil
isation without creating in them a sense of inferiority.
This thesis was most fully developed in his magnum
opus 'Christianity, Islam and the Negro Race', first
published in London in 1887. Because of its
challenging and stimulating ideas, and because it
was extremely well-written, this book of Blyden' s
made a tremendous impact in Europe and America.
Indeed, there were those critIcs who were sceptical
that the book had been written by a Negro, particu
larly one whose formal education had not gone beyond
High School.

In addition to seeking to demonstrate that the
Negro race had a worthy past, Blyden asserted that
it possessed unique and special attributes and had a
special world mission to fulful. This" as it were, is
the basis of his negritude, which can best be under
stood by an examination of his concept of race.

Ironically, Blyden was led to formulate his
concept of race as a result of the divisions, based
largely on shades of colour, which he notIced in
Liberian and American non-white society. For in
deed both in the United States and Liberia" light
skinned "NegroesJJ

, as part descendants of the
"Master race"were generally regarded and re-
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o t e main curr o·d as and s on esis ng them in
such a a to suit his 0 n purpose s. 1-lis acc ptance

'" l' d(f the th or T of " 1nu tual antipathy arnong r' c , an
tn id a that hOlnog neit· s neces ary for the

ccessful creat'on 0 a n on pro ded h rn i;lh the~
re ·cal justif·cat·ol for i ·ontent ...on that onl r genulne
... egroes l! snould b "rep triated" to Africa; just as
his recognition (de spite his ffirrnation th~t r ce
largel eld t e k . to histor -) and d '"ent:t ous factors

e ped to shape people's history, p rm ·tte him 0

sh ow the circum t nces which prevented the ... egro
race from fully developing nd demonstrating its

special talents.

But what, in Bl den's view were the distinct
ive attributes of the egro race, what the special
contribution it could make to civilisation? Bl 'den was
very lnuch aware of contemporary nationalist ideo
logies and movements, and it is probable that both in
his concept of the ideal African and of the role he was
to play in civilisation, he was influen ed b these.
Such Russian nationalists as Kararnazin and
Dostoevsky had., in their reaction to European tech
nological and cultural superiorit , idealised the
rural Slav as '!perfect man", and had extravagantly
prognosticated that Russia would be lIthe founder of aft
new civilisation and the bearer of universal salvation •
Similarl, azzini had claimed that Ital ould assume
moral leadership in the regeneration of man. The
German nationalists, too, influenced b their philos
ophers. Herder" Fichte and Hegel, saw the Gerluan
people, once united, as forming the vanguard of

arId civilisation. Bl den followed in this ram ntic
tradition which, in each case, was intended to hurdle
short-comings" dispel a feeling of inferiority and
act as a spur to united, concerted action.

Thus, Bl den assum d that there as an
IIAfrican Personalityll (a phrase made popular in
recent times first by Kwame krumah, ex-President
of Ghana) which would express itself in the execution
of the special mission he believed th egro race to
possess. One of tne best ex ressions of this ie of
his was made in a lecture, "Race and Stud ".I de 
livered in Freetown, Sierra Leone, in 1895" and is
worth quoting in part:

ff

For everyone of you - for ever one of us 
there is a special work to be done - a work
of tremendous necessity and tremendous
importance, a work for the race to which we
belong ... there is a responsibility which
our personality, which our membership in the
race involves .. 0 the duty of ever man.l of
e er race is to contend for its indi idualit 
to keep and de elop it . . .. Th refore, honour
and love your race. Be yourselves ... If
you are not yourself, if you surrender your
personality, you have nothing left to give to
the world. You have no pleasure, no us ,
nothing which will attract and charm m n.l
for by suppression of your individUality, you
lose our distinctive character ..... You
will see., then, that to give up your person
ality would be to give up the peculiar work
and glory to which we are called. It would
really be to give up the divine idea - to give
up God - to sacrifice the divine individual
it : and this is the worst of suicides.

"

led them el es as superior to he b ks; i -

v r.l..abl}.1 th compr sed the "l\egro" I adersh·p.
In Liberia a particularly bitter nroit\' d ~e aped
bet 'een the ducated blacks, led by BI don who pr d d
h mself on b ing "pure _ egro".1 and the mulatto

u_ing class, led b' J.J.Roberts, L ber 's f rs
Pre s dent, who, in p hy sical f eaures, as indf s tfn 
gu shable from a white man.

Th s d v s on ecame ns itut 0 al d
oc v in mason c clubs and pol icall", into wo

part es: the Whig be ng that of t e blacks and the
Republican (named after the US Republic' n Party)
be ng that of the lulattoes. Alexander Crummell.l

e sophisticated, Amer can-born, Camb idge
Un·vers·ty-educated episcopa an clerg 'man.l and
lik Blyden a leading Liberian Black, wrote to a
fri nd in arch 1864: JI ... ever ha e I in all my life
seen such b tterness.l hate and malice displa ed as
has been exh b ted by the two fact·ons of state".

Thus, Blyden' s experience s both in Liberia
and the United States had led him to regard light
skinned" egroes Jl as a retarding influence on the
progress of the egro race and he began to question
whether in fact they belonged to his race. He
quickl found confirmation for his derogator opinion
of mulattoes in contemporary writings on race. For
ironically, his own concept of race was strongly in
fluenced by the anti-Negro currents of ideas on
race as enunciated b the American colonisationists
and upholders of slaver ; by the English school of
anthropology led by James Hunt and Rich rd Burton;
and by the writings of the Frenchman, Count Arthur
de Gobineau, whose 'Essays on the Inequality of the
Races' has been regarded as the classical nineteenth
century statement on the subject.

The main ideas in these writings on race can
be summed up as follows: there was a hierarchy of
races with the egro at or near the bottom; that
there were"innate and p rITlane:1t differen s in the
moral and mental endowments" of races; a h rac
had its own "talents", "instincts" and "en rgy",
and that race rather than environmental or circum
stant 1 factors "held the ke to the histor "of a
people; that there exists flan instinctive antipathy
among races", and that homogeneity of race was
necessar for successful nation-building; that misc
egenation was "unnatural", and that mulattoes
were "imlno al." and weak peopl , with "confused
race instincts".

Although thes views wer being vocifer
ously promulgated it is certain that at the time
the ~ represent d a minorit,) opin 0 • And it s
almost superfluous to point out that the concept of
a "pure race" is now regarded as scientifically
untenable; that culture is learned rather than in
stinctive or innate.l that a people's histor . is
largel determined b environmental and circum
stantial factors, anj that homogeneity of race is
not at all essential for the creation of a nation.

Yet, interestingl .I Bl den subscribed to all
but two of the above-mentioned ideas on race. He
denied that there was any "absolute or essential
superiority ... or inferiority" among races:
"each race was equal but distinct; it was a question
of difference of endowment and difference of
destiny". In addition.l he maintained that environ
mental and circumstantial factors did, tc some
extent.l influence the history of a people. His own
concept of race demonstrated his sk I in drawing



Blyden portrayed the !lAfrican personality"
as being the antithesis of that of the European) and
serving to counteract the worst aspects of the latter.
The European character) according to Blyden) was
harsh) individualistic) cOlllpetitive and cornbative;
European society was highly rnaterialistic; the wor
ship of science and technology was replacing that
of God. In the character of the African, averred
Blyden) was to be found "the softer aspects of hunlan
nature"; cheerfulness, syrnpathy, willingness to
serve were SOine of its marked attributes. The
specieD contribution of the African to civilisation
would be a spiritual one. There was no need for
Africa to participate in the mad and headlong rush
for scientific and industrial progress which had
left Europe little time or inclination to cultivate the
spiritual side of life, which was ultimately the most
important one. Blyden did not anticipate for Africa
industrialism or "any large and densely crowded
cities" - which for him was merely man l s "luarring
of God's handiwork" - the rural landscape. He
defined the future relations of the African with the
Europeans as follows:

He saw Africa as the "spiritual conservatory of
the world", and believed that it would act as a peace
TIlaker among the ever-warring European nations, and
as a "consoler" when the destructive inventions of white
men led to a crisis in their civilisation.

But Blyden did not claim for the Negro a mono~

poly of the spiritual role; he was prepared that his
race would share this with the Jew. He saw a parallel
in the history of the Negro and the Jew; each had a
history of intense suffering and this" he argued" had
served to develop the spiritual side of their natures~

and fitted them to be the spiritual leaders of the world.
He developed this viewpoint fully in his pamphlet "The
Jewish Question" published in Liverpool in 1898. In
this work he showed that he was highly conversant with
contemporary Jewish thought. He expressed strong
approval of "that marvellous movement called
"Zionism". He noted the parallel between the Jewish
desire to return to their homeland and that of "thou
sands of the descendants of Africa in America anxious
to return to the land of their fathers".

There are obvious similarities in Blyden's con-
cept of negritude and that of the recent exponents of it:
both posit certain qualities commO;1 to all Negroes 
qualities of a spiritual, elemental or emotional nature:
the opposite of the cold, the calculating, the mechanical; in
both it is, in the words of Samuel Alien, the American
Negro writer" an "endeavour to recover for his race
a normal self-pride, a lost confidence in himself" a
world in which he again has a sense of identity and a
significant role". Finally, the negritude of both" in
Jean-Paul Sartrets Hegelian terms) "is the anti-
thesis in a dialectical progression which leads to an
ultimate synthesis of a common humanity without
racism". Blyden clearly and consistently maintained
that the ultimate goal of the Negro 'NaS to serve
humanity at large but that the most effective route to

" The Northern races will take the raw
materials from Africa and bring them
back in such forms as will contribute to
the cornfort and even elegance of life · . · ;
while the African in the simplicity and
purity of rural enterprises will be able to
cultivate those spirituals in hUlnanity which
ar~ suppressed" silent and inactive under the tI

pressures and exigencies of material progress

this was through dedicated service to his race. Both
are open to the satne criticisms, not necessarily justi
fied) of being affective) ambivalent, racist and of

doubtful necessity"

THEORY INTO PRACTICE

"Ve have discussed Blyden's pan-African ideo
logy; it now rernains for us to exanline his attelnpts to
translate the theory in to practice. Al though Blyden
wrote and spoke in terrns of all black Africa, his own
practical efforts were confined to West Africa. Here
de worked for the establishrnent of the largest possible
political units. He sought to achieve this goal as
follows: by atte.rnpting to prolnote the territorial ex
pansion of Liberia; by seeking to persuade the British
to carve out a great protectorate in West Africa
which he hoped would later federate with Liberia as an
independent nation; and after the partition of West
Africa, by giving qualified welcOlne and encouragement
to European irnperialisrn which he prophesied would
be of telnpOr3.ry duration; by chalnpioning Islam and
encouraging its spread while seeking to foster MuslIm 
Christian co-operation; and finally" by seeking to
foster a sense of oneness an1.ong the English-speaking
West African elite. We shall elaborate on each of
these main points.

New World Negro emigration to Africa was an
important step in Blyden's pan-African program. In
deed, his initial grand vision of Liberia as the nucleus
of a West African "elnpire" was based on the fact that
between 1848 and the outbreak of the American Civil
War in 1861" there had been a significant increase in
the number of emigrants to Liberia because its in
dependence as a Republic had coincided with a period
of intense discrimination against American Negroes.
In these years Liberia received through the American
Colonisation S~ciety almost 6000 emigra.Y1ts compared
with less than 5000 in the previous thirty years. Blyden
hilnself visited the United States in the summers of
1861 and 1862 for the purpose of encouraging more emi
grants to emigrate to Liberia. But his efforts turned
out to be in vain. With the outbreak of the Civil War
emigration came to a virtual halt. Prospective emi
grants decided to give their support to the Union with
the aim of bringing slavery to an end, and with the hope
of securing their full rights as American citizens.

Blyden was keenly disappointed that the outbreak
of the American Civil War had distracted American
Negroes from what he regarded as their legitimate
duty to help in building up a great West African nation.
But he remained hopeful that American Negro emi
gration to Liberia would resume in large numbers:
he was convinced that even when freed) American
Negroes would never be allowed to achieve equality
with whites and that the realisation of this would drive
them to the "fatherland"

In the interim" as Liberian Secretary of State
he sought to promote West Indian emigration to
Liberia. West Indian response to a Liberian invit
ation to emigrate was enthusiastic but funds were un-
available for financing such a scheme. However,
Blyden did succeed in 1865 in persuading the
American Colonisation Society to settle in Liberia
346 highly select Negroes from Barbados. Among
these was the Barclay family, which was to provide
Liberia with two Presidents.

With emigrants scarce" Blyden sought to'extend
Lib~riaws influence by encouraging expeditio:1s into
the hinterland and haVing them enter into treaties of
friendship and alliance with kings and chiefs there.
The most important of these Blyden-inspired-exped-
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itions took place in 1868. It passed through the forest
bel t into open savanna country as f 1 s the iil'1pOr
tant Muslim kingdom of VIusal'da. Altogetl er it
occupied thirteen months. In 1870 Blyden himself
himself went on a mission of friendship to Boporo -
a major centre of Muslim learning 75 miles from
the coast.

BRITISH A D FRE CH COLO ISATIO~T

But none of BlydenWs efforts resulted in any
significant extension of Liberia's influence. Indeed,
by 1870 Bl den had alread despaired of Liberia
becoming an aggressive ilnperial agency in West
Africa. F or although Blyden was rig h t that the
freed egro would not be accorded equality ~ and
although there was a revival of the spirit of emi
gration by the late 1860s~ the exodus he predicted
showed no signs of materialising. The problern re
mained of financing such ernigration, as also for
Blyden of keeping out of Africa prospective erni
grants of only part egro descent. He did succeed
in persuading the American Colonisation Society to
send out onl "pure" or "nearly pure" American

egroes, but al though the Society renlained in
xistence throughout the nineteenth centur ~ bec' use

of its very lirnited financial resour ces, the number
of enligrants it sent out after the Civil War "NaS in
consequential.

From 1871 Blyden sought to persuade the
British that there were excellent conllnercial a.Yld
humanitarian reasons for the establishrnent of a
large protectorate in West Africa: the increased
trade that would follow \ ould bring pecuniary re=
wards to Britishers, as well as p ac and pros
perity to Africans. As Agent to the Interior for the
Sierra Leo"ne Government Blyden undertook two im
portant expeditions to Falaba and Tilnbo in the
colony's hinterland in 1872 and 1873 resp ctively. In
his r ports BI 'den stated that constant inter-tribal
fighting interrupted the regular flow of tl ade and
recolnmend d that the British Governlnent extend
the jurisdiction of Sierra Leone far into its hinter
land. But to no avail: the Britisn Governrnent could
not then seriously contemplate so vast and expensive
an inlperial undertaking.

J..Tonetheless~ BI den continued to urge this
course on the British. He made his last atterrlpt to
persuade th British to establish a vast protectorate
·n West Africa in October 1885 - eight rnonths after
the Berlin West Africa Conference \vhich had sig
nalis d the beginning of the scranlble for Africa. In
this final plea Blyden urged the British to act
irnnl diately so as to curtail vigorous Fr nch ex
pansion in the Western Sudan.

If up to 1885~ Blyden's political ideal had
been the creation of a vast English-speaking We t
African state, after the partition, Franc b came
his favourit colonising power because it had done
what he had long urged th Brit'sh to do: it had
carved out a vast continuous territory stretching
froIll Senegal to Lake Chad. In this, BI den felt,
lay the seeds of a major West African state.

Interestingly, Blyden never doubted that
European political overlordship in tropical Africa
was only telnporary. This optimist was based on
his conviction that the debilitating climate and
deadly diseases would not permit succe ssful Euro
pean colonisation there. He believed that European
imperialism, with all its drawba",ks, would utli-

nlatel' result in the stablishnlent in tropical
Afr"ca of Inod 1 n, po " ically independ nt nations.
,4"... ~1d in this hi tOl~'y has proved h iln light.

PA~-AFRICAX ~ITY

To prolnote his goal of West Afr' 'an unity
BI -den sought to foster intercourse and co-operation
between the lllutu 1\' host"le COffilnunit es of :Vluslinl .
and Christians. As a means of helping to overcome
this, BI den urg d the British Governlnent to set up
s hools in its We st African colonie s where l1uslilllS
could learn English and western subjects and whel e
Christians could be taught Arabic and an appreciation
of Isl mic relig on and literature. BI Yden h "ILl self
did what he could to ilnplement this plan: in 1867
he introduced Arabic at Liberia College and taught
it until 1871. He later taught it at Hal risburg on the
St. Paul's River between 1874 and 1877 as Principal
of Alexander High School there, and again between
1880 and 1884 at L ·beria College during his Pre si
dency there. Bv his 11'larked sylnpathy for Islarn and
MusliH1S, Bl den succeeded in breaking down al110ng
S~lne West African ~ Iusli ns their strong aver sion to
western cultural influences. Betw en 1887 and 1895
he spent Inuch tinle in Sierra Leol'1 priva tel.Y· teaching
English and western subjects to uslirn youtns. And
as Agent for ative Affairs in Lagos in 1896-7, Blyden
s·J.cceeded in establishing the first Governlnent school
in West Africa at which English and other subjects
were taught to Muslill1 children. The experilnent
was a success and siluilar schools were e ta::>lished
elsewhere in British West Africa.

Blyden was concerned, too, with establishing
a feeling of oneness alnong the English-speaking Wes~

African elite, and for this purpose he saw tile new s
paper as an indispensable instrument. Accordingl',
Bl den was closely s 'ociated with rnany of the news
papers in contelnporary English-speaking West
Africa.

Blyden, one of the main architects of pan
Africanism in the nineteenth century, lived to see
the first specifically nalned Pan-African Conference
convened in London in 1900. Yet he did not atten:1
that conference and perhaps deliberately boycotted
it. There is no recorded statement of his attitude
to the conference, but it is likely that he was opposed
to it on the grounds that a meeting of egr02s in a

foreign capital could serve no useful purpose; if

they really wanted to nelp Africa and the _ egro race~

he was likely to argue~ they could best do this by
employing their talents in Liberia or even one of the
African colonial territories. In addition~ BI vden knew
or suspected that the conference would be dOlninated
by such mulattoes as Dr. W. E. B. DuBois and Bishop
Alexander WaIters, and his hatred of mulattoes had
rernained unabated. Thus, there were probably two
important differences between Blyden's pan-African
ideas and those of the Pan-African Movement in its
pre-Africa!1 phase: if both were racially based,
Blyden's was even of a more exclusive nature in
that he wanted only "pure egroes" to participate.
Secondly.1 he never quite reconciled himself to

egroes living permanently in the New World, and
c1)ntinued to insist that any major effort to improve
the lot of the egro race mu st be made on the African
continent. It is perhaps, then, in Marc;.}s Garveyls
Back-to-Africa ovement of the 1920s that the
greatest heritage of his ideas is to be found, to date.



The present constitution for Swaziland can
be said to be a tragic parting gift from Britain. It sets
Swaziland firmly on the road to dangers whIch have
been rendered predictable by events in other parts of
Africa. The extraordinarily wide powers to grants
to the King give permanence to the rule of a reaction
ary and largely unproductive aristocracy. The three
man constituencies it -has set up limit the voter's
freedom in choosing his representatives and facilitate
the exclusion of opposition parties fron1 parlialuent.
By excluding the overwhelming majority of Swazis
from effective participation in government and the
making of laws, the present constitution gives the
ordinary citizen a vested interest in revolution. Fin
ally, the constitution gives political power to the
whltes which is out of proportion to their number and
in that way encourages race-consciousness in the
Swazi community.

The Swazis are a small, largely illiterate
and underdeveloped nation which is dominated by a
backward -looking aristocracy. History and geography
have combined to place them in that part of Africa
where race conflict is sharpest. Whether or not they
like it, they are destined to play a part of increasing
ilnportance in what seems to be coming clash between
Black and White in southern Africa. It is a matter of
survival for them that conflict should be avoided and
that the African and the Whites should agree in a
negotiated settlelnent. For this reason, they want to
feel placed in the position to influence events in the
direction of a peaceful solution. To be able to do
this, they must be a united people. The main weapon
in their hands to bring about this unity at this stage
is the monarchy. To be effective in this role of uni
fying influence, the monarchy must be above politics.
It must not be a partisan in its behaviour or outlook.

The present constitution places the King
in the front line of political controversy and in that
way he is a partisan and a target for political attack.
This damages the monarchy's capacity and potential
as a unifying influence and weakens the Swazi people
for making an effective contribution toward the
stabUisation of the race situation in southernAfrica.
It also militates against a really united effort to
raise living standards. As a political partisan, the
King is at an unfair advantage. He is free to use his
position and the people's loyalty to advance what
could very well be sectarian goals and interests to
the detriment of the majority. In this setting
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political opposition becomes indistinguishable from
treason. Even to agitate for reform, where the King
took a different view, could be treasonable. This is
the impossible position in which the present con
stitution places Swaziland.

It is inevitable that there should be
abuses where the King is a political partisan. At
present parliament is donlinated by princes and other
relative s of the royal farnily. This give s to the legis
lature the character of a royal agency to give ell1ploy
ment to the people who cannot stand on their o\vn in
any other field. The educated sections of the nation,
the workers and other comlnoner classes nave been
delied representation in parlialnent. The present
constitution encourages the use of chiefs who are,
in the last analysis, civil servants, to function as
political or election agents for the ruling I1nbokodvo
National Moven~ent.

In short, the constitution sets up a
Ininority dictatorship. In some African countries
these dictatorships have produced bloodshed and
chaos or destroyed Inonarchies. The Ngwane
National Liberation Congress (NNLC) wants none of
these disasters to overtake Swaziland. For this
reason the NNLC finds it difficult to understand how
Britain can want to encourage thelu in a country like
ours, placed as it is in a racially explosive part of
Africa.

To the best of our knowledge the three
Inen type of constituency is unique in present-day
Africa. The advocates of this practice have argued
that it conforms to political realities in Swaziland
where the power structure rests on three pillars,
the aristocracy, the White cOlumunity and the
ordinfl,ry people.

The three-sided nature of the power
structure, however, is not reflected in the com
position of parliarnent which is dorninated by the
aristocracy and the Whites. As a matter of fact, the
government in Swaziland is only in name, it is to
a large extent under the influence of the Whites. The
people do not feel it is theirs. They are not being
racialistic here. If it was theirs they would be free
to send the best men to parliament, which is not the
case at the mOlnent. It can be theirs only if the arti
ficial barriers to direct participation in law-making
are removed.

The virtual exclusion from effective
participation in law-making of the non-aristocratic
majority transforms the constitution into a weapon by
which the aristocracy and the Whites protect their
interests against the ordInary Swazi men and women.
Al though in the last general elections the NNLC polled
just a little over 200/0 of the vot es, it does not have a
single seat in parliament. The industrial areas of
Bunya, Havelock and Mbabane voted heavily for the
NNLC. These areas have a large concentration of
voters. In spite of this they failed to return an
NNLC representative.

To block opposition can often stop reform.
The obvious danger where this took place is that the
constitution would deprive independence of any signi
flcant meaning and would leave the Virtually dia
franchised majority with revolution as the only means
by which to bring abou t change. It is to be regretted



It is of the greatest importance that the
constitution should be democratised before inde
pendence . Thereafter, Britain will lose all power to
influence legislation. If the democratisation is not
done now, Britain might find that she has sold the
common people of Swaziland to a possible tyranny,
precisely in the way she did in South African in 1909.

Our goal in the NNLC is the establishment
of a democratic" non-racial society in which the
citizen will be free and enabled to make the best
use of his life without the fear of being punished for
being the child of his parents. We want to feel that
Britain is with us here. The present constitution
stands in the way of progress to our gOal. It is the
duty of the British government to strengthen the hand
of those who stand for non-racialism in southern Africa.
We regard our country as being in the vanguard of the
fight to establish non-racialism and, therefore, entitled
as a matter of right to a constitution which will enable
it to march to a goal which is approved by men and
women the world over.
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that Britain's parting gift to Swaziland will ulti
mately be a heritage of conflict.

Given their economic power" the politi
cal concessions to the Whites enable thelu to wield
an influence on legislation which is out of all pro
portion to their numbers. This power is used among
other things to slow down deracialisation on the
economic plane. While localisation goe s apace in
the government.. it is conspicuously slow in industry
and commerce.

This is an invitation to the African to use
the political power he has to do himself what he will
regard as political justice. It is not inconceivable
that he might one day be free, whereupon we might
see the dispossession of the economically powerful
by the politically strong. It is difficult to see how
movement in this direction can be stopped without
changing the constitution.

Where the constitution gives the people
an unrepresnntative parliament while it undermines
the monarchy and sows the seeds of race conflict, the
obvious cure is to change it. The NNLC accordingly
requests the British government to:
(i) Call a constitutional conference before

independence to draft a truly demo
cratic constitution for Swaziland;

(ii)

(iii)

ensure that the one-man-one-constituency
principle is entrenched;
ensure that the monarchy rernains out
of and above politics.

JOR OKAI
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Just as I am!
Just as I am -
Counted with those with limbs,
You cannot catch my cow
Just as you can
Not arrest clouds;
Let singing lizards sing,
And leave my grass to green!
Just as I alu!
Just as I aln -
To touch of those who feel,
You cannot sing Iny song
Just as you can
Not hold the air;
So let standing stones stand
And leave Iny cocks to crow!

4
Just as I am!
Just as I am -
Counted with those with tongue,
You cannot face my foe
Just as you can
Not drink the dam;
Let wailing wizards wail
And leave my waves to break!
Just as I am!
Just as I am -
In ears of those who hear,
You cannot burn my bush
Just as you can
Not count the ants,
So let swimming sheep swim
And leave Iny stars to shine!

1
Just as I am!
Just as I am -
Counted with those who breathe,
You cannot break my bone
Just as you can
Tot scan the sun;

Let watching witches watch
And leave my brook to bark!
Just as I am!
Just as I am -
In eyes of those who see,
You cannot grade IT1Y grain
Just as you can
Not catch the wind;
So let fighting flies fight
And leave my land to lie!

3
Just as I aln!
Just as I am -
To noses of those who srnell,
You cannot sail my sea
Just as you can
Not reach the sky;
Let failing fairie s fall
And leave my fish to float!
Just as I am!
Just as I am -

Counted with those who walk,
You cannot shake my spear
Just as you can
Not count the stars;
So let crawling cows crawl
And leave my mind to move!

5
Just as I am
Just as I alll -
Counted with those with hearts,
You cannot know my woe
Just as you can
Not drink the dam;
Let fading flowers fade
And leave my seed to sink!
Just as I am!
Just as I anl. -
To minds of men who think,
You cannot cut my corn
Just as you can

ot count the sand;
So let talking trees talk
And leave Iny goats to graze!



I have lived with the Ibos for four years. In July,
soon after the Nigerian invasion of Biafra began and be
fore I left Onitsha for Britain, I asked a French friend,
a civil engineer, for his opinion of Biafra1s chances of
survival. trAh, le Biafra, c'est finl! rt he exclaimeda I
was surprised at this, and supposed that he was consider
ing NigerIa's superior military strength, the effectiveness
of its blockade of Biafra, the economic stake Biafra had
in the Federation, and the assistance Lagos could obtain,
as the internationally recognised government, from
foreign powers. Like most European observers, whether
on the spot in Biafra or in the clouds of Whitehall, he
seemed greatly to underestimate, and what is more, to
underestimate as a factor of military importance, the
solidarity of the Ibo people as a result of their past
treatment by the rest of Nigeria, and the intensity of
their determination to resist the reincorporation of
Biaira in Nigeria. To me, who not unreasonably can
claim to have led the life of an Ibo rather than an English
man in Onitsha, it seemed likely to be a factor of
decisive importance. So far events have borne me out.

Black Africa I s white friends normally, and
rightly, are anxious to assist the emanctpation of the
black peoples everywhere and, in particular, to see the
overthrow of white supremacy in southern Africa. With
one eye cocked at Rhodesia or South Africa they argue
that it is in the be st interest of the Biafrans to rejoin
Nigeria and help in building a rich" powerful and stable
nation, the largest in Africa, which will demonstrate
that "independence works". Biafran leaders would be
the first to acclaim this as a noble vision and a desirable
objective; they believe in African unity J and have not,
on the whole, proclaimed the balkanisation of Africa
as their aim.

Their argument against white liberals (and
their African counterparts) is that they are not realistic1

and that in not being realistic they are also not con
sistent. Not realistic, because they do not see that
Nigerian unity has manifestly collapsed, that no viable
state can exist upon the hatreds that were serious
enough before the war and have become hydra-headed
monsters since it began. Not consistent, because
while applying themselves to the tiresome anachronism
of white supremacy, they ignore the question, How
does one act upon liberal principles in relation to con
flicts within or between independent African states, or
between tribe and tribe? Because l to put it more
bluntly, they condemn the oppression of black by white,
but not the oppression of black by black. Their
response, "There are arguments on both sides in the
Nigeria crisis", is naturally seen by Biafrans as, at best,
a cowardly refusal to make up their minds, as shabby as
the view advanced by the less enlIghtened, that the Nigeria-

I'
Biafra war is a tl'ibal conflict and, therefore, need not be
taken seriously.

Liberals appear to be in danger of falling behind
the ti.::nes; they need to consider- very seriously the con
·tention of the Biafrans, that they are fighting the cause of
Africa and the cause of freedolu - anj they Inight see
Biafra as a portent of the Africa of the future when the
last white laager has vanished.

The essence and the strength of the Biafran case
is a sin'lple affirluation of the right, inscribed in the
United Nations charter, of national self-determination
Their Achilles' heel is that the enthusiasm of Ibos for
Biafra is not shared to the salne extent by the non - Ibo
minority peoples, and it has enabled the Federal Govern
ment to try to Inake the argument of self-determination
boomerang upon the Ibos. They cannot be saId to have
been successfulo Non-Ibo attitudes to Biafra are ex
tremely varied; confronted with the choice the Efik or
the Ijaw often says, like the British voter asked to
choose between the Conservative and Labour parties,
"a plague on both your houses". To some extent the
common experience of war has fostered Biafran
national consciousness among Ibos and non-rbos alike,
just as it has increased the commitment of the Yorubas
and the Edos of the Mid-West to Gowon's Governn1ent.
There are plenty of non - Ibos in the Biafran hierarchy.
a.t'ld it cannot be seriously argued against the rbos that
such people are kept there as a bribe to win ll1inori ty
support, unless the same charge is brought, in their
respective circumstances, against the English, the
Russians, - and, of course, against the Federal
Government of Nigeria. It is almost certainly true J

when all has been said, that the proportion of Biafrans
supporting the Ojukwu regime is far greater than the
proportion of Nigerians supporting the Gowon regime.
And Ojukwu has not had to imprison a Wole Spyinka.,

If the Biafrans were less new to the realities
of this wicked world they would realise that the success
ful prosecution of the right to self-detern1.ination nor
mally depends on the support of existing governn1ents J

and that governments only support it when it suits their
own interests. Clearly, in the Biafran case, it has not
suited the British, who have their investlnents in the
Federation to safeguard and fear the challenge to "neo
colonialism" likely to be presented by a regirne in
which Ibos predominated; the Russians, who see in

aiding Nigeria the chance to Inake Nigeria a new Russian
sp.here of influence in Africa; and the other African
governments, who seem as determined as the Kings \vha
made up the Holy Alliance in post-Napoleonic Europe to
defend the sacred principle of legitimacy.

African states are in as Inuch of a dllemlna about
the Nigerian crisis as European lIberals: they want to
condemn a secessionist movement in spite of the fact
that it is a popular, African rnovement; they want to see
maintained the territorial integrity of an African state
when it can only be maintained by European help. It is
a pity, froln their point of view, that Nigeria is not the
Congo o If they were to insist that it is not, that Biafra
came into being in very special circumstances - in
short, that the secession would not have happened if
there had not been a massacre of Ibos and other
Easterners in Northern Nigeria in 1966 - they might
find it easier to admit that Nigerian unity has collapsed
and that Biafra must be recognised. The alternative is
to go on encouraging the Federal Government to crush
Biafra, causing in the process massive loss of life on
both sides - and leaving Nigerian unity in any meaning
ful sense more of ~ will-o'-the-\visp than ever.



12

The ordered, set ways of an established society seemed
all too conventional and were to Roy ~ medIocre and
unexciting. Much of Calnpbell's behaviour can be
explained by this rebellion and disllluEio~... He
recognised no identity between him and 11is ne"v country
men and his response was defiance and rejection:

tI ••• the poet regards himself as a lonely
figure, a superb re bel at once the casti
gator and the outcast of the loutish tI

multitude who fear and reject him.

So also in 'To a Pet Cobra' Campbell identifies
hiInself with the feared and unwanted and derives
a warped joy from this isolation:

11 I too can hiss the hair of man erect
It

Because my lips are venomous with truth.

Seen against this background of maladjust
ment# Campbell , s association with the Fascists
becomes easy to explain. For the reasons are not
political in any real sense of the term. Campbell
scorned democracy but he was no politician. As
Wyndham Lewis says:

The Spanish Civil War was a challenge and the
prospect of defending the unpopular# of saving old
institutions# as he must have seen it# naturally
appealed to both the spiteful cynic and the adventurous
Romantic in Campbell. His conversion to Roman
Catholicism also played a part in deciding his
sylupathies.

The poelns o~ South Africa reflect an
aspect of Campbell that is often ignored. Apart from
the satirical poems there are such compassionate
poems as 'Tne Zulu Girl' and 'The Serf'. In the
former he surrounds his subject with symbols of
regeneration - the fields# the sucking child - and
discovers dignity and promise. As in 'The Serf' his
predicitions are at once a warning and a hope# tinged
inevitably with romanticism - grandeur# nobleness#
dignity and action# for this is Campbell's idea of
romance.

We see" then" a struggle agaInst stifling
injustices converted to self-pity at one stage (as
in 'Poets in Africa') sympathy in 'The S~rf' and
aggreSSive rejection in the poem 'To a Pet Cobra'.
In his struggle against the 'loutish multItude'" he
sent everything to battle# not least hIs poetry. Any
wonder then, that poetic values suffer sometimes in
the profusion of his rage?

Perhaps Campbell was prilnarily a
satirist, perhaps his poetry would have been violent
anyway. But we cannot ignore the facts of his ex-
perience.

When Campbell died in a car crash in
1957" after nearly thirty years of virtual self-exile,
he left behind him in addition to his superb trans
lation of Baudelaire, Bazilio and Grog, a passionate
indictment of S'Juth Africa and a revelation (un
conscious though he may have been of this) of the
torments and conflicts of an exile. Happier emigres
who have not shared his misfortune will nevertheless
understand nim onlY too well.

Of politics he has none# unless they are
such as go with a great antipathy for the
English 'gentleluan' in all his clubmanesque
varieties; a great attachment to the back
Veldt of his native South Africa; and a
constant desire to identify himself with
the roughest and simplest of his fellow
creatures in pub, farm and bullring. "
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" the poor girl who has dreamed of
freedom and nobleness, who has done,
as she believes, a generous, natural,
clear-sighted thing, finds herself in
reality, ground in the very mill of the
conventional. "

There is general agreement that Ignatius
Roy Dunnachie Campbell was one of the lnost sig
nLficant poets of his tilne. Whether we consider his
poetical work or his translations, Campbell' s place
in literary history seems quite secure.

Yet to many readers, Roy Campbell appears
as a violent poet, a lover of pain and suffering not
as Inatters for sylnpathy or indignation but as sources
of sadistic enjoyment. In support of this view are
the queer facts of his life - as a matador he partici
pated in blood-sports. And Campbell hardly improved
his image by fighting for Franco in the Spanish Civil
war. His ruthless attacks on the Georgian poets
were not well received either.

These facts of Campbell's life have in
fluenced the appreciation of his work very adversely,
But one feels that a fact ignored by his critics is
tnat Carn.pbell was a rebel. It was the restlessness,
the cynicism and the intolerance of one who felt that
ne had discovered the iniquitie s of Collective Man
that drove Campbell to the attitudes for which ne
was to stand despised.

Roy Campbell rebelled against nis own
fatherland, exiled himself in Europe, hoping for
better things. And if deductions can be made from
tl1e reactions of other emigres, he was disillusioned
bv the inadequacies of his new environment. One
recalls what Henry Jatnes wrote about one of his
own characters in a fairl v cOlnparable con text:
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from:"La Savane Rouge"

for the warrior-chief Karamadji, summoned
to a meeting, arrested and deported by the
French in 1916. This was the signal for
the Tuaregs to rise in arms.

G. Song of
U Mourning

o more milk in our tents, no more butter!
The milk-sops will go without sweethearts,
for maidens can choose no more
between painted hyenas and civets,
red lions and rabbits.

If Karamadji were here, they would not risk
being the delight of cowards who molest them

with offers.

Fily Dabo SISSOKO (1900 - 64), a Malian
was a teacher, orator, and the leader of the
"Progre ssive Socialist Party". He published
poems and sketches, his most important work
being "The Red Savanna" an autobiographical
scrap-book with the ingredients of a novel,
heavily lined with the fruits of his extensive
reading in ethnography and travel literature,
and his researches in the colonial archives.

After teacfuing in various towns in French
West Africa, Sissoko was transferred to Dori
in present-day Upper Volta, half a year after
the historic uprising of the Tuaregs in the
Gurma region in 1916. The "Red Savanna" is
the country near Dorl, drenched with the
blood of the valiant desert rebels.

It 1s 13th March, 1916, a fateful 13th, like so
many of them. After two n ghts spent in bivouac· 1 d :\\'0

days of unsuccessful searching, the attack finally takes
place all of a sudden at noon, 'W hile the troop is rnarching.

Between the villages of Guiddoy and Boce, though
closer to the latter, at five 11liles' distance froIn a water
hole in a westerly direction, at the foot of dunes over
grown with prickly shrubbery, sleep the young Irnoochars:
the Middidagen clan, the Oodalen, the Kel-Gossi, the
Tinghereghedech, and the Lotomaten. They have sworn
to avenge Karamadji.

There are four nundred of them, arrned with
daggers, swords, and assegais presented to thern by
their moti.1.ers-in-Iaw. They are on their honour not to
hurl them at the enemy until they have counted his eye
lashes, while their stallions rear to give fair field to
their thrust.

The plain of Tinnalaback with its solid ground
stretches out to the west as far as the eye can see. It
is equally suitable for a charge or for a feigned re
treat, undertaken only to return in full force.

The attack is a complete surprise. The detach
ment has barely enough time to form a square. The
enemy charges forcefully at a distance of twelve
hundred feet. The machine-gun starts bellOWing
immediately, but it cannot halt the onslaught.

The Tuaregs arrive in groups of five to ten
horsemen; they thrust themselves upon the square on
all sides. Their violence increases from minute to
lninute. Tuaregs and colonials engage in close combat.

Thrown from his saddle, an Imoochar
approaches on foot and throws his dagger, before he
collapses right in the front-line of the square. Others
reach the square and drive in their assegais.

Rifleman Karmos Kousbe gets it on the fore
head. The point of the assegai comes out beneath
the nape of his neck; the weight of the weapon rivets
him to the ground. The most violent efforts to pull it
out are all in vain; he dies instantly.

Corporal Samba Diallo is struck in the fleshy
part of the shoulder; the assegai buries itself in his
chest, which fills with blood. He dies shortly after
wards.

Riflemen Figure Togo, Ahrnadu Kaoodo and
Ambuga Togo, and militia-man Toofado Coolibaly
are slightly wounded.

SISSOKO

The battle of
Tinnalaback

RETOL~

W.~.9
fRENCH
Translated

Willf~~d
Feuser

No more milk in our tents, no more butter!
The maidens will lose their charm, for never more
will the 'kohl' stay on their eye-lashes,
their eyes day and night overflowing with tears of

despair.
If Karamadji were here, they would cease

lamenting
and their faces would shine with joy.

No more milk in our tents, no more butter!
The milk-sops will go without sweethearts,
for a woman does not give herself to another woman,
a mare not indulge in a gelding's love-play.
They would rather remain the virgins they are,
to become in the other world the joy of the glorious

dead.
If Karamadji were here, . stallions would abound, 
champing the bit, hunting the buck and the ostrich.

No more milk in our tents l no more butter!
The maidens, their skin firm as pumpkin
and soft like a deer-skin filled with honey,
will lose their charms,
and the young men their sweethearts.

If Karamadji were here" cows would abound,
calves would run bleating behind with deafen

ing sound.



14

TO BE PUBLISHED 0 31st JULY 1968

Each volume will be bound in imitation leather
gold- blocked on spine.

Volume I reprinted (1962, 12 issues
16 pp. each, with index)
Volume 11 reprinted (1963, 10 is sues
24 pp. each, with index)
Volume III reprinted (1964, 6 issues
24 pp. each, with index)

The New
African

£7. 7. 0 ($18)PRICE

The NE\V .LL\FRICAN was published in South Africa
during its first three years, 1962 - 4. Several
issues were confiscated by Security Police and
all back numbers were impounded \vhen the
remaining resident Editor escaped to the outside
world.

At the beginning the fire was aimed too high.
But soon the' 74 carbines and the machine-gun do their
bloody work. The charge falls. Twenty-six Imoochars
are lying dead at the limits of the square, some inside,
ru.n through with bayonets. One of them had a 174 carbine
and knew how to use it.

But the Tuaregs regroup under cover, charge
again, and are slain. A last group, two thousand feet
away, prepares for an attack. They are mown down by
machine-gun fire. At 12.30 the battle comes to an end.
It has lasted for half an hour.

The opponents were made up of !fa police de'
tachment of 136 men led by five Europeans on the one
side; on the other, of 300 to 400 Tuarag horsemen
leading 2,000 bellahs*, who were, however, too
far away from the scene of the engagement to inter
vene in time".

As the danger Is now averted, Karmos Kousbe
is buried on the spot with military honours. The
wounded receive first aid. During a half-hour's rest
new ammunItion is distributed. One thousand four
hundred and eighty cartridges have been fired.

The men proceed to an inspection of the
battlefield. Among the sixty-two "young horsemen of
noble birth who led the charge with a supreme contempt
of danger, and who fell within a radius of one hundred
metres around the square", the auxiliaries identified
the following:

Senaeerls, Chief of Middidagen,
A'Sarrhie and A ttaoodea., both sons of Mamadu

Ottam,
Abdilan, son of NIDiougui,
A ttaooki, brother of Sofiane,
El Moasi, son of Karamadji,
Assara, brothe~ of Senaceris,
Rameran;t son of Wandiedoo,
Atasibbia, son of Adawan,

and, finally, two nephews of Mamadu Ottam.
Two thousand five hundred feet away, in a

cheltered place, the auxiliaries count more than two
hundred corpses.

Departure. And another halt to besJow military
honours on Corporal Samba Diallo, who succumbed
during the march.

"The Tuaregs are redoubtable enemies who
should not be underestimated If a defeat is to be avoided.
They are admirable for their courage and their cavalry
charges with the utmost daring. Their assegai, when
thrown from a distance of fifty feet, is a terrible
vyreapon~'

on orders received before 31 st IVlay(Dort, 18th March 1916. The Captain com
manding the police detachment:
Signed: Fourcade. ) PRICE: £5. 5. O. ( $13) per volume

From: Fily Dabo Sissoko,
"La Savane Rouge"
Avignon, Les Presses
Universelles, 1961
(pp. 109-12)
Transl. by Willfreid Feuser

* Their former Negro serfs 'Nho had rallied to the
rebels (Translator's note)

ORDER NO\V TO:
The New African,
38 Great Smith Street,
London S. W. 1.
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THE CRISIS OF THE NEGRO INTELLECTUAL by
Harold Cruse: (William Morrow Press, New York: $8. 95)

In Vietnam, the United States troops use instru
ments. of war and' oppression that pierce the skin with
the minimum amount of external bleeding and the maxi
mum amount of internal haemorrhagingo The pain from
this particular weapon is severe: the death long coming.

And so it is back home. But the domestic in
struments of war and oppression are devastatingly more
subtle and sophisticated; the political and moral pain are
more blinding and psychologically destructive. Few of
the bludgeoned oppressed survive or understand what
is happening to them.

Harold Cruse, like Frantz Fanon, sees the
black man inflicted with a unique kind of political and
moral pain: intellectual haemorrhaging. Cruse has and
is struggling through it. And for the sake of black
liberators present and future Cruse has written master
fully, impassioned with historic necessity. For .....
"those who cannot remember the past are condemned
to repeat it". With this in mind and with the urgency
of the Black American situation, Harold Cruse presents
black intellectuals - old and new - with a critical
analysis of what went down yesterday and its effects
upon today and tomorrow. Cruse is intensely serious
and uncompromising. But so· is racism and black
oppression. Contradictions, black absorptions .. in
tellectual prostitution, personal vindications, etc. J of
the past have cancerously threaded through time and
ensnared the contemporary black intellectual in a web
of corruption, indecision and goalless politics (prag
matism).

Cruse understands the current conflict among
black intellectuals as germinating from two historical
perspectIves: the abolitionist-integrationist policies
of a Frederick Douglass as opposed to the natlonalist
black independence policies of a Martin Delany. The
19th century black intellectual failed to present correct
assumptions about black and white relationships. Hence ..
neither correct goals or meaningful programs were
passed on to their 20th century successors. Cruse
elaborates upon how.. because of the clear lack of dia
logue, the 20th century black intellectual is, for all
intents and purposes, the 19th century intellectual.

In the 20th century, America's domestic colon
ialism need not necessarily be sustained by overt acts.
Her domestic colonialism is perpetuated by covert
acts: by "strategies of dominance" via institutions
more so than individuals. Thus it is clear that the
revolutionary Afro-American intellectual and his con
cepts can be ripped from the heart of black communities
and either isolated, absorbed, ignored or destroyed by
the white power structure. Harold Cruse vividly and
bitterly (for he too was intrIcately and fervently involved
in unrealistic approaches to liberating blacks) descrIbes
the individuals.. groups and institutions whose souls
were violated or did the violating. In his analy sis the
enemy always was a complex of the Zionist-dominated
Communist Party of the 1930s through the 1950s, the
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whIte liberal-radical noncommunist Left enmeshed
within the racist power structure. As Cruse describes
event after fruitless and frustrating event, one begins
to focus upon the intricacies of the mosaic that con
fines and defines the Afro-American. One begins to see
the development of apolitical, ahistorical and anti
intellectual assertions as being the correct assertions"
not only for black intellectuals but for white intellectuals
as well. Cruse accurately accuses the old Communist
Party as being a destructive vehicle in every black
political attempt in the New Deal Era. He exposes the
white liberal culprit and his "negro" shadow, intimate
ly involved in stifling black cultural and economic de
velopment. He literally spares no one - dead or alive 
who could be considered part of the black intellectual
spectrum before 1967.

Harold Cruse's strong criticism of black in
tellectuals is both long awaited and vitally necessary.
Black intellectuals have been shucking and jiving for
too long a time. They are more concerned with their
egos, the white Left and white women, than with
striving toward black liberation. Their egocentric,
sado-masochistic adventures with the white Left have
corrupted the black intellectuals (and therefore the
Mov'ement) into pragmatic, conceited and opportun
istic counter-revolutionaries. Cruse explains that
America's issue-oriented, directionless and guilt
ridden white Left fostered and nurtured a "negro in
tellectual" conglomeration equipped with an emulating
protest mentality. This "negro" conglomeration felt
that Afro-American history was solely for historians
and Aptheker rather than for analysis vis-a-vis the
bUilding of a black ideology:

"Herbert Aptheker, the Marxist-Communist
historian, has played a very influential and
specific role in the fashioning of the Com
munist Party's Negro intellectual and cre
ative elite. The entire postwar generation
of Communists of the 1940s and 1950s was
educated on Negro History c'hiefly through his
writings. "
Through Aptheker' s Jewish eyes, the black in

tellectual saw only black progress through protest
without resistance. Aptheker's brand of history suggests
that the Afro-American must gain his freedom through
a class struggle /reformlst complex rather than revolution.

"Here was another side of the process of
'judaizing' of Communism. In fact It reflected
the aggressIveness of Jewish scholarship in
history and research to an extent that prompted
a rabbi at a meeting of the Theodore Herzl In
stItute to remark that American Jews no longer
represent a 'problem' but are now the leading
'problem SOlvers' of everybody else's minority
problems on the American scene. But here
as well is a result of the default of the Negro
intellectual. For we live in an age where many
of those who speak loudest about how deeply
they wish to see the Negro emancipated from
capItalist bondage can also conspire to keep
the Negro eating out of their hands - simply
by maintaining the grip of intellectual sub
serviapce and tutelage indefinitely. "
It is from this reality that Cruse begins dis

cussing the relationship between Afro-Americans and
Jews. The JewiSh dominance within the defunct civil
rights movement exists primarily as a buffer between
blacks and Anglo-Saxons and secondarily for the per
petuation of Zionism (i. e. Jewish NatIonalism) a
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:ruth that black intellectuals haye not corn to grips
Nith. Inst ad, they have be n lur d and wrenched away
:rom their people and reality

Harold Cruse has seen it necessary to confront
..vhat is real in order for th young Afro-Aln rican in
tellectual force s involved in corr et politico-cultural
struggle to begin to develop the historical-analytical
:oundation for a truly people-oriented Afro-Anlerican
iberation. What 0 s real is the a Oure oJ.. the b a k 'n

tellectuals of the 1930s to 1950s who struggled with, fOl
and against the White Left but in the final analy sis failed
to struggle for their people. The recalci tranc of
American racism and oppression today has be n the
reality of America since it was "disco ered" by
Christopher Columbus. Wo E. B. DuBois and Booker T.
Washington saw this reality but pragmatically camp ted
against each other in the true American tradition. Garvey
saw it but could not resolve his apolitical posture and
cultural contradictions, as Cruse explicitly details.

any of the black creativ intellectuals Crus
criticises saw and still see the urgent need for revolution
in Am~rica. The black intellectual crisis is not a thing
of the past. The short- sighted, irrelevant, apolitical,
anti -intellectual Baldwins and Killinses; the romantic
contradictions of Robert Williams, et al; the egocentric
exploitations of certain cultural groups are very much
part of the present. They are, in fact, the mainstreams
of contemporary black thought:

" , " the Black Power theorists are thrown
into a reformist muddle involving class as
pirations and economic power for the simple
reason that they have no recognisable basis
for economic power. To be brutally frank,
some do not even know what economic theory
is, while others do not want to be bothered with
it ... 0 Congenitally pragmatic to the core,
they are anti-intellectual 11

A case in point is Stokely Carmichael's and
Prof. Charles Hamilton's semi-apologistic and contra
dictory explanation of Black Power (see "Black Power"
review above). The book is about reform and not the
revolution Carmichael speaks of. In other words,
Carmichael and Hamilton have failed to face the reality
of the black man's situation in America. Once again
Cruse's criticism unveils the repetition of failures
and systematic absorptions of radical concepts. Because
of the prevailing protest mentality among blaCK intell
ectuals a slogan (Black Power) is first thrust into the
racist newsmedia and after considerable showbusiness
manship and white institutional and individual lash, a
Black Power "leader" attempts to define the slogan.
What results is a dilution of a revolutionary stance and
an apology for disrupting the integrationist-white
liberal establishment. The Black Power "leader's"
definition has a veneer of revolutionary militancy but
at the core it is another attempt at getting a piece of
that rotten American pie.

Black intellectuals creativity, say s CruseJ is

manifested within the Black Power Movement as a
jiminishing frenetic force. fIe is saying: "Damn,
brothers! Welve been through this shit before. How
many times must we go through it in order to understand
Nhat we must do?" Throughout his massive book, Crusefs
.lnderlying emotion is that of a true revolutionary. His
)assion of compassion is so intense that he often writes
.ike a man possessed with a personal vengeance on black
1istory and its crises-entombed intellectuals. His fervour
:0 confront his misdirected peers and their proteges in

dialogue has produced minor chronological and character
flaw s. The se will sur ly , but unrigh tfully, be aluplified
by thc,se brothers, sisters and whites Cruse has dared to
critic· se. They 'ill thro . 't back at h'lll in order to side
st p the Cl rshness and pa'n 0 truth. A Ro . Innes, for
example, would react by saying his West Indian back 
ground is politically and culturally irrelevanto Cruse
has poin t e d 0 u t that Roy Inn s i s on e of th 0 s e b 1a ckin -
t 11 ctuals who fal s ly flaunt th ir We st Indian her;. tage
, s a her'tag of r '0 tion' ~ S. Cl u se de scrib how the
Afro-We...,t Indian/Afro-Anl rican antagonistic tensions
have been xisting·n th bl ck in tellectual camp before,
during and after Marcus Garvey. Harold Cruse renders
West Indian revolutional'y superiority and its advocates
as simultaneousl ' divisi e and irrelevant o

In t le final analysis, Cruse is highl crOtical of
most black int llectuals who ha e influ nced tn black
struggle: from his friends to his staunch enelnie s. He
is lnost critical of the older intellectual brothe r s who
have experienced the \ arious postures of political pros
titution; of those brothers and sisters who see the path
toward liberation as r olutionary but refuse to reject
their material values and make the sacrificial leap into
revolutionary commitmento Of course, much of Cruse's
criticism is self-criticism. For he was an integral part
of the Communist Party 'Liberator' magazine, Harlem
theatre groups, etc. He inwardly feels that he is just as
guilty of neglect and misguidance as the black intellect
uals he criticises. From his experiences, eruse saw
the need for a definitive critique of the origins of Black
America's current intellectual crisis o Cruse calls for
the black intellectual to realise: (a) the sophistIcation of
American racism, (b) and, therefore, the absurdity of
integration, (c) that Black America can either have vic
tory or genocidal death, (d) that the immensity of our
struggle does not mean that our liberation is un....Lttain
able, and (e) that black intellectuals must help build
permanent revolutionary politico-cultural institutions
in tune with the needs of black people.

In sparing no black intellectual-activist from his
critical analysis, Cruse has presented an image of him
self as a one-man crusadero This is bado Cruse should
have written the book in conjunction with at least two or
three brothers. This would have alleviated much of the
harsh emotion-ridden criticism spewed upon one man o
More importantly, a team would have checked each
other's research for flaws and contradictions. Perhaps
because Cruse knew the urgency of the need for Black
criticism, he may have been imbued with justifiable dis
trust and the pdlitical expediency to s~y what had to be said.

The Word Is out. It will scathe the black nihilist.
It will expose the neurotic nationalist. It \\'ill deflate the
anti-intellectual all-American black reformist .. It will
once and for all reveal the white Left as one of the
Power Structure's most lethal anti-black weapons. But,
most importantly, eruse's book will motivate the black
revolutionary to embrace intellectual work as a basic
part of his life.

Harold Cruse is black poet Ben Caudwell' s 24-hour
Freedom Fighter who knows that white America oppresses
everywhere 24 hours a day. 'The Crisis of the Negro In
tellectual' was written out of this realisation. Not for ego
tIstical or vengeful reasons, but out of the revolutionary
concern for the young black intellectuals in search of a
past to survive the present in order to resolve the future
of humanity.



The second question is not raised) much less
answered. It may have been the assumption of the
authors that the question - and its possible answer - is
beyond the scope of the book or it is not a necessary
question. It is precisely because of the lack of guide
lines and principles for Afro-America's "historic van
guard" that we have a significant rise of black neurotic
nationalism relating only to anti-intellectualism, black
fascism and inconsistent short-term goals. It is
because this question has not been properly dealt with
that America's black liberation struggle has become
increasingly contradictory and corrupt.

Between 1961 and 1967 we have seen among
Movement people that powerlessness can corrupt
absolutely; manifesting itself in a myriad immoral)
apolitical and dehumanising forms. The Great Helms
man (Mao Tse-Tung) correctly assesses that one must
seek out those internal contradictions and begin to
resolve them before one is able to tackle the external
contradictions vis-a-vis the oppressor. The self
anointed "black revolutionaries" are actually counter
revolutionaries. They are, in fact, conscious and

COlnrnunity control, one of the early stages
of the quest for nationhood, is explicitly expresseu :n
the chapter concerning the l'Search for :\ev; Fornls '1 •
Carmichael and Hamil ton give US an historical anal} sis
of the significance of Harlern's 1. S. 201 se 1001 disp te
and the politics of Black Chicago's Salnlny Rayner.

Before Black community control, that "s
Black Independence, can be realistically achieved. Brothers
Carmichael and Hamilton formulate that a particular
kind of process must occur - if racism is to be annihilated.
It is the process of "Political Modernisation". Its
three lnajor concepts are: "(1) questioning old values and
institutions of the society, (2) searching for ne\v and
differen t form s of political structure to solve political
and econolnic problems, and (3) broadening the base
of political participation to include lnore people in the
decision-making process." In other words) political
modernisation is a radicalisation of a colonised people;
an educative process which allows for a people to
recognise the contradictions of ti1e coloniser.

But one must raise two crucial questions:
(1) does the process of political rnodernisation reveal
to the people the necessity of revolution, L e. J the
destruction - by any means - of the racist and exploitive
institutions) and (b) does the political modernisation
process create what Regis Debray (in'Revolution in the
Revolution? ') calls an "historic vanguard" which
correctly answers the question of starting a revolution
with or withou t the aid of a political party?
Clearly Carmichael and Hamilton answer the first
question:

" Black people will increasingly be active
as they notice that their retrogressive
status exists in large measure because of
values and institutions arraigned against
them. They will begin to stress and strain
and call the entire sy stem into question.
Political modernisation will be in motion.
We believe that it is now in motion. One
form of that motion is Black Power. 11

BLACK POWER - THE POLITICS OF LIBERA TIO~

IN AMERICA by Stokeley Carmichael and Charles
V. Hamilton) (Vintage Books, A Division of Randonl
House) New York: Paperback $1.95) Hardcover $4.95)

"It is e s sen t al tha tarev 01 uti0n ary k n 0 'Iv' h 0 vV to
interpret reality." (Fidel Castro)

As the Black Power lVlovement gathers
momentum it also gathers a motley host of self-
anointed "black revolutionaries" who seek to
fascistically wield power - even if it is the white
oppressors'. We see ideology and prograln being sub
stituted by revolutionary rhetoric and paranoid labeling
of who is "negro" and who is Black. We also see the
Black Liberation Struggle being moulded into a contemp
orary form of entertainment, What is occuring?
Brother Mao Tse-Tung would say that internal contra
dictions have not been resolved and a correct historical
analy sis of the Afro- American's struggle has not COlne
into being. In other words) we (Blacks) have not taken
care of the necessary homework of personal revolution
ary grooming. or have we started asking the right
questions) or stimulated a new consciousness of the
politics of being Black, Nor have we even formulated
new political structure s in which to expre ss it.

Brothers Stokeley Carmichael and Dr.
Charles V. Hamilton have begun to "ask the right
questions, to encourage a new consciousness and to
suggest new forms in which to express it, " Their
book is not the end in the development of the politics
of Blackne s s J nor i s it the beginning, F or there is
David Walker's Appeal (182 6-1829), at Turner's
Confessions) the writings of DuBois.) Marcus Garvey.)
Frantz Fanon.) Malcolm X and many others of the struggle.
We must see this book as part of a continuum in which
an Afro-American ideology of liberation is being formed
within the revolutionary context of the Bandung (non
White) world.

" Therefore our aim is to offer a framework.
We are calling here for a broad experi
mentation in accordance with the concept
of Black Power.) and we will suggest certain
guidelines, certain specific examples of
such experiments. We start with the
assumption that in order to get the right
answers one most pose the right questions.
In order to find effective solutions) one must
formulate the problem correctly. One must
start from premise s rooted in truth and
reality rather than myth. "
Hence, Brothers Carmichael and Harnilton

proceed to accurately describe White Power as a power
that dehumanises and colonises non whites. In a
smooth, analytical manner - as is the style of the
book - they define racism as both overt and covert;
as both individually and institutionally implemented.
From this basis, Carmichael and Hamilton expose the
colonial status of Black people as being manifested
through every institution in America.

The antithesis and solution to White Power
must be Black Power. A power base founded on tt •• , •

a sense of peoplehood; pride, rather than shame) in
blackness, and an attitude of brotherly) communal
responsibility among all black people for one another. "
That is, Black Humanism. An:! for this sense of a
"we"; this sense of nationhood that is essentially needed,
the Afro-American must control his cornmunity's
natural, man-made and human resources. Carmichael
and Hamilton implicitly say this:

rr
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The goal of Black self-determination and
Black self - iden tity - Black Power - is full
participa tion in the decision -lnaking
processes affect'ng the lives of Black
People and recognition of the virtues "n
thernselves as Black People. "
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unconscious "agents" for white America's oppressive
system. Thus.. if one is going to present a political
framework founded on the notions of Black Power" then
one - out of historical necessity - must find solutions
to the frustrations and corruptibility of black power
lessness.

The frustrations and corruptibility emanating
from the powerlessness of the White Left and the
decrepit "civil rights" movement have produced myths
about political coalitition along racial lines. Carmichael
and Hamilton extensively examine the three major
myths of black-white political coalitions from the
perspective of the affectations of racism and powerless
ness. The histori~ clarity of Carmichael and Hamilton
lead them to the proper conclusion that if a black-
white political coalition is to exist" it will be defined
and controlled by Blacks. They substantiate their
assertion through the discussions of the Mississippi
Freedom Democratic Party, the Lowndes County
(Alabama) Freedom Organisation - Professor Hamilton's
political theory put into political action, and a chapter
analysing the development of independent Black political
power.

Hence. it is the changing of Black people's
powerlessness into the power of Blackness and.. indeed"
the power of humanness that the politics of Black Power
must first confront. It is the struggle for self 
determination that develops" .... the habit of partici
pation, the consciousness to achieve" and the experience
and wisdom to govern". Carmichael and Hamilton- call
for the discarding of the coloniser's imprisoning values
and the creation of more humanistic values and more
meaningful morals.

" It means that these people (blacks) have
become selfless. Of course" we realise the great diffi
culty of being selfless among Black People, but we suggest
that as long as we give way to personality and the building
of organisation on personality rather than on principles
our plight will remain the same. This is the danger of
the Stokeley Carmichael or Rap Brown leadership cuI t.
Regrettably, we believe they have fallen prey to the cunning
system of constantly building up of our leaders to have
them destroyed and.. alas, our movements with them. The
history of this runs from Frederick Douglass, Booker T.
Washington, DuBois, Muhammad" Garvey" Malcolm and
we predict Brother Rap. It is our belief that we must
move away from the personality-cult toward organisations
built on principles, institutions and processes." (From a
pamphlet "What is the Democratic Liberation Party?"
September 1967" Washington, DC).

It is the Black intellectual, with the knowledge
of his people.. who is to create the organisation, the values
and the morals so vital to Black America's liberation.
Carmichael and Hamilton rightfully say that the Black
intellectual is coming home. But how and for what purpose
is he coming home? For the development of a personality
cult as mentioned above? Is it for Black Fascism" that is
actually self-genocide" which thrives on the paranoia of
romanticism? Or is it that the Black intellectual comes home
extravagantly revealing inferiority complexes through
narrowly perceiving Black culture as being both apolitical
and the goal of the Liberation struggle?

These questions and many more can only be
resolved through the struggle between the correct forces
and the incorrect forces within the Black Liberation
Movement. The book "Black Power" is an aid; a suggested
ideological framework for Black Liberators. This indis
pensable book unravels the evolution of the "civil rights"
movement into the revolutionary struggle for human rights.
It implicitly states that we (Blacks) are at war with white

America and this war need not be escalated to such
revolutionary heights as the Vietnamese struggle for
independence. Carmichael and Hamilton claim that if
those who are in power in America can see the politics
of Black Power " ..... as the only viable hope", then
the racial problems of America could be solved. But
it has been demonstrated time and time again - and not
denied in "Black Power" - that those whites who are in
power complemented by the cultural profundity of
institutionalised racism dictate that Black Independence
must be achieved through revolutionary struggle that
will eventually be enmeshed with the Third World's
revolutionary struggles. What we as Black People
want" and therefore what we are going to struggle for" is..
in the immortal words of Frantz Fanon, the creation of
" .... the whole man" whom Europe (and America) have
been incapable of bringing to triumphant birth .... What
we want to do is go forward all the time, night and day,
in the company of Man" in the company of all men .... "
(liThe Wretched of the Earth! pp.253-255).

Brothers Carmichael and Hamilton assert
that we are struggling within the dialectical process of
history and~ in the words of Regis Debray ("Revolution
in the Revolution? ") "No one has given a signal ....
This encounter is simply rational".

And it is within this context that one must
read about, understand and implement Black Power" ....
on the side of the Third World." Not only because this
is where the revolutionary action is. But because the
Third World struggle for Independence is also a struggle
to bring humanism to America and, indeed, to all of
mankind. sea

TRADE UNIONISM IN AFRICA by Jean Meynaud
& Anisse Salah-Bey; and translated from the French
by Angela Brench (Methuen, 6 3s o )

What makes African trade unionism unique?
Which features distinguished its patterns of develop
ment, and sharply set off this phenomenon from the
experience of labour organisations in the West?

For Professor Meynaud and Salah-Bey, many
factors were important here, but two observations
are fundamentalo Firstly, trade unionism is itself
so recent a growth in most countries of North and
tropical Africa (the post-war years represent the
'settling in' period for most labour movements in
the se areas). Secondly, its appearance coincided w ith
the crystallisation of nationalist struggles across the
continent - an event that radically transformed the
general environment within which the evolution of
African trade unionism has occurred.

The basic purpose which the authors set
for their discussion is at once both to explore these
patterns of growth and, from this back~round, to
clearly situate African labour movements against
the currents of development since independence. And
the particular 'currents' in which they are interested
are essentially political in nature, rather than
economic o Indeed, their basic argument stems from
the unsuitability of the classical concept of 'bread
and butter' unionism for the African context" (i o e."
by this concept, trade unions derive their lraison
d'etre' from their capacity to promote the workers'



interests. Unions must seek not simply first but
solely the economic kingdom, thus steering clear of
political involvements - a viewpoint, one should
add, often put forward in American studies of African
trade unions).

While recognising the economic stimulus
to the growth of African unions, the authors would
argue that the direct impact of forces external to the
industrial setting - e. g., colonial labour policie s,
the influence of the metropolitan unions, and
nationalism - has been so important as to make of
African trade union development a special case.

Of these, it was nationalism whose impact
was most far-reaching.. By providing the nascent
trade unions with opportunities to link economic
demands to political programmes, the nationalist
upheavals drew the labour movements into direct
political action.. The stage was set in turn for the
efforts of post-independence regimes to penetrate
and control the trade unions. Furthermore, given
the present low levels of industrial development,
African labour movements have remained without the
economic base necessary to make them a force to be
reckoned with. Only in exceptional instances have
they proved capable of preserving their autonomy in
the face of legal and political encroachments by the
new governments. Clearly the expectation implicit
in the classical model that once independence is
attained the unions will (or should) revert to their
primary economic functions is fallacious o

The authors' descriptive analysis looks
backward in time. Their central argument looks
forward and ultimately shifts from explanation to
prescription o At this level, the classical model
becomes not simply irrelevant: rather, the authors
suggest that economic development must necessarily
circumscribe the autonomy trade unions can expect 
and ought - to have: "To be more precise, the
economy can only be developed to the detriment of
the workers." (112) And:

"Can it then definitely be said that African
trade unionism is a faithful reproduction
'of its European counterpart? This
conception is not re alis tic. It combine s
the dangers inherent in the trade union's
role as advocate and those in the idea of
co-operation (i. e., with the new regimes)o
It seems to us, on the other hand, that
trade union integration into the govern
ment does, despite its risks, allow
economic progress to develop freelyo
Trade union activity can then be extended
to another field: to ensure that profits. 0 •

are equally distributed 11 (114)
This js perhaps a long way round simply to

suggest the moral purpose which informs this volume.
But such a tack seems necessary, for really the
discussion must stand or fall by their general argument.

It is not helped by the fair number of factual
errors, sketchy discussion and often superficial
analysis. Indeed, the only topic to which the authors
warm is the treatment of the role of the metropolitan
unions, and of the regional and international labour
organisations. But here the detail seems excessive:
in view of their main themes does such elaboration
really provide grist for the mill?

One point does demand attentionQ As their
introduction opens: tilt is our Intention in this study to
analyse the stages and lines of evolution of African
trade unions from its beginnings to the middle of
1965" - is the date a misprint? The original French
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edition appeared in 1963; if this version has been up
dated, shouldn it there be some indication from the
examples? In particular, there is no mention of the
Nigerian general strike of 1964; or of the general
.strike in Congo (Brazzaville) which brought down
Fulbert Youlou's government in 1963; or of the unionis
role (again 1963) in the overthrow of the Maga regime
in Dahomey. Such instances of trade union political
action would be relevant not merely to the general
interests of this volume - rather, ID terms of the
argument outlined earlier, they suggest grounds on
which it might bear reformulation o

In the summary prescriptions for African
political leaders (and trade union cadres), one
doubts the authors have had the final say; but to
this extent their study does pose issues requiring
consideration, and these themes are developed in a
usually thoughtful manner.
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DREAMS AND DEEDS: ACHIEVEMENT MOTI
VATION IN NIGERIA by Robert A. LeVine
(University of Chicago Press)

This is a timely and important book, marred
only by some problems of research and analysis.
Using a single case study it makes a substantial con
tribution to the reasons for differential rates of
change and Westernisation in various cultures in
developing areas. The approach is not the usual
economic or political one, certainly a relief to this
reader. Anthropological and psychological techniques
are used, thereby putting aside the fiction that
scholars in these disciplines cannot carry out re 
search on developing areas of practical import to
anyone.

The approach is deceptively simple; the
implications are grand. LeVine believes that
factors beyond resources, capital and manpower
make for differences in the rate of developruent of
peoples. These other factors are psychological
and lie in child-training practices that differ from
culture to culture. They are not racial but
personality factors within a cultural framework.
A crucial area here is achievement motivation.
Variations between cultures in terms of their
members' wish to excel play a major role in devel
opment differences, in degree and types of change.
Frictions between neighbouring cultural groupings
can result from these variations as they relate to
relative speeds of Westernisation.

What LeVine does is to test the level
and quality of achievement, using students' dreams
and essays, on the three major Nigerian peoples,
the Ibo, Yoruba and Hausa. lils approach derives
from the work on achievement of the American
psychologist, David C. McClelland. LeVine first
reviews aspects of the anthropological literature
on these three peoples. The Moslem Hausa of the
North, with traditional states, achieve through
attachment to persons holding office, advancing as
their seniors do and gaining power (and their own
following) in this manner. Economic rewards are
derived through holding office, through obedience
and loyalty to superiors in office, in support of
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a sy steIn of clientage.
The Ibo are at the other extreme.

Traditionally a stateless people .. living n'lainly in
southeastern Nigeria (now the embattled Republic of
Biafra), they achiev~ through individual enterprise
and action. While the Hausa gain wealth through
office, the Ibo gain office and political power through
the acquisition and use of wealth in occupational
activity. Obedience and loyalty to superiors is not
stressed as much as individual enterprise. The
Yoruba, a people witn traditional states in south
vv'estern Nigerian, lie between the Ibo and Hausa in
these characteristics. They show qualities of both:
independent occupational achieveIllent motivations
and clientage patterns.

Using McClellandos ~ Achievernent scale
( "a latent disposition to compete with a standard of
excellence . . .. (that) involves both a persistent
desire for such competition and an emotional concern
with it" -- page 12) as an index of the kind of achieve
Inent that is desirable in development, LeVine
predicts, on the basis of the ethnographic evidence,
that the Ibo will have IllOst individuals with this
quality., the Hausa the least, and the Yoruba will fall
in between. That is, the extent to which achieveraent
among the Iba is found rnakes the1l1 most receptive
to the present development process, the Hausa the
least.

The test of the hypothesis uses gralnmar
and secondary schoolboys froIn each of the three
ethnic groups. Each student selected was asked to
describe his most recent night-tilne dream and then
a drealll he remembered having luore than once. The
salne subjects also each wrote an essay on "What is
a successful Iuan?" and then on "How does a boy
become a successful man?" The assuJnption is that
the level and kinds of achievelnent nlotivation held
by persons "will be revealed by careful and systeluatic
anal)' sis of these materials.

In general the results of the tests confil'lned
the original hypothesis with sorne puzzling exceptions
which LeVine is able to explain away with t'easonald.e
success. Ibo have the highe st nU111ber of r~ .:\ ch· eve J Ilent
persons, the Hausa the lowest, the Yoruha stand in
between. The obedience and loyalty factors are in
general higher alnong the Hausa than the Ibo. LeVine
then tries to show the crucial role that cultural factors
·n child -training probably play. SOlne other possible
explanations of the difference in achievenlent, such
as the nature and length of \Vestern contact, are
discussed and discredited.

This is one of the 1110 st sy stelnatic social
psychological studies on a gross scale ever carried

out in Africa. Nevertheless, while I would agree with

LeVinets conclusions on the b~sis of my own anthro
pological research in Nigeria and the work of
others there are flaws in the analysis. Several
altern;tive explanations of the reasons for the
differences in achievement other than childhood
training are left undemolished although they are
discussed. The ethnographic data on the Hausa, on
which part of the original hypothesis is based, is
lilnited largely to a single area and luay not be
representative. There is luore clientage among
the Ibo than LeVine realIses. The selection of
the schoolboy sample is not totally sound. Yet
the total plan and pattern of the study is good.

The implications of thIs research, and
the work of McClelland, if true, are lllajor. One
101ght say" offhand, that you only have to be in
Nigeria a week to know that what LeVine is sayIng
Is true. "Why wrIte a book about it? It's common
sense!" There is something to be said" in reply,
In taking such lnatters out of the hands of popular
opiniators and putting them on a firm footing.
Also LeVine's vIews on achievement attack a
number of standard concepts: that developluent is
a matter of aid and resources only, and that all
peoples have the same basIc cultural capability
toward WesternIsatIon at this moment. At worst
his findings can be used as a sort of cultural
racism -- some cultures are less achievement
orIented and thereby "inferIor" in a Western
sense to others in terms of modernisation. But
LeVine is assuredly not a racIst of any kind. What
he is argUing is that modernisation planning that
fails to take into account the cultural nature of
personalIty factors cannot meet its problelns
squarely. The implIcatIons seem to be that In
cultures with a low n AchIevement level the
problern of develop~ent can only be met through
techniques that will modify early childhood
experiences. To deal only with the adult world
lilay be to cope unrealistIcally. Also there might
be the use of techniques whIch will discover the
slnall number of hlgn achievers and ensure maximuln
training and leadership roles for them. Conversely,
peoples such as the Ibo (and perhaps the Kikuyu)
will have a high potential for development even given
adverse resources and little capital. The ilnpli
cation in terms of the possibility for survival of
the Republic of Biafra seems obvious.

This is a brave and rewarding bit of
research, published in brief form for the intelligent
laylnen as well as the specialist. It is a book that
is bound to be controversial in African affairs for
years to corne.
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Al\1ERICAN NEGRO SHORT STORIES, edited by
John H enrik Clarke (Hill & Wang, New York)o

II He's a fine writer, but donit you think heis
too bitter? fl

fl He started off well, but lately he's become
too bitter 0 "

'I Trouble with Janles BaldvVin's that he has
a chip on his shoulder-. tl

And so on 000 the kind of talk that has become common.
I have never heard it said of a white n1an by other
whites that he is too bitter. Whites say it of Negroes
or anyone else who is under-privileged. There is a
large section of the world that creates conditions that
drive others to bitterness and then turn round and
accuse them of feeling bitter 0

I am rather surprised that the publishers
of 'American Negro Short Stories' should have found
the need to state in the blurb: "There is -warmth,
humour, tragedy, and sadness in these thirty-one
stories but surprisingly little bitterness or cyntcisffi o "

Why the apology? Is bitterness inherently anti=art?
Is it impossible for bitterness to be harnessed for
such beautiful artistic expression that warmth, hurnour,
pathos can result? The publishers acknowledge that
flit is to be expected that Negro writing should for the
most part depict a rdifferent' aspect of the Anlerican
scene:' and that stories in this anthology fleulerge
from and reflect the experience of the _ egroes in
America .. " Surely that 'different aspect', that
Negro experience, is loaded with bitternesso

The character s in mo st of this fi ction are
children of bitterness, victims of bitter circumstance s;
they suffer and endure, they fight and succurnb; SOlne
hurl themselves into the fire, others find the need to
perfect the need of surviving. Of course what distinguis~1.es

a good writer from a bad one is the distance maintained
between the perceiver (writer) and the thing perceived o

This in turn makes for an intelligence that subsists
within the fiction itselfo The writer who cannot stand
outside perceiYed reality makes poor literature g

There are interesting sketches here, like
the editor's own 'The Boy who Painted Christ Black',
which is somewhat mawkish and does not represent the

writer at his best. There is the harsh, unsophisticated

'The Lynching of Jube Benson' by Paul Laurence Dunbar.
These titles speak for themselves. We also have the
grim 'A Summer Tragedy' by Arna Bontemps, which
tells of an old Negro couple who decide to take their own
lives when they are faced \vith ultimate fallure~ They
simply set out and drive their car into a dam.

Richard Wright is represented by one of

his usual full-blooded stories. 'Bright and Morning
Star' tells of a woman who goes to shoot a white man
before he can divulge the names of Negroes with whom
her son is involved in political organisation. She
succeeds in her mission but dies with her son on the
same spot at the hands of a lynch mob.

One of the best of these stories is 'Reena'
by Paule Marshall, a woman novelist o This is a fine
portrait of a Negro woman who starts life as a
dynamic committed person. She marries, divorces,
and feels eventually that all she is content to live for
is to instil in her children a strong sense of identity
as Negroes o There is a warm sympathy in the
writer's tone, and still the bitter cynicism of the
story, however strictly controlled, cannot escape uSo.

We have racy humour in Lerone Bennet Jr. 's iThe
Convert'. But beneath the humour of the folk idiom
in the story is stark pathos o Booker Taliaferro
Brown, a 57-year-old undertaker, has always
bordered on the Uncle Tom, until his friend, Aaron,
a preacher, is killed by the Sheriff and his fellow
whites at a railway station for standing on his own
dignity. Brown is threatened with death if he does
not falsely testify that he saw Aaron reach for the
Sheriff's gun. B"is courage triumphs, he refutes the
stateluent. Brown has, through this act, also vin
dicated hin'lself in the eyes of his 17-year-old son,
who has hitherto not had much respect for him. Be
once warned Aaron, who was bent on going to travel
white Inan 9 s clas s on the train not to mix God up
with white folks. Ironically, it does turn out that
white folks are not worth mixing up with God~

There are other stalwarts in the
anthology: Langston Hughes, James Baldwin, Ann
Petry, Stirling Brown, etc o It is also interesting
that so many of them are better known for poetry
than for fiction.
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ROGUE OF THE AFRICAN NIGHT by Harold Beaver
(Dodd, Mead & Co., New York, $4)

In 1965 tnis relnarkable book was published
in England with its original title 'The Confessions of
J otham Silniyu 1 • Incredibly, the Alnerican publisher
has chosen a me-Tarzan-you-Jane presentation of
the book. Yet it would not matter if this book was sold
in lurid paperback with a lithographed cover of a
Watusi jabbing a blonde 0:1 a sacrificial altar, the
sheer excellence of 'The Confessions of Jotham Simiyu i

would be undiIumed.
It seems that Harold Beaver has written, in

fiction, a better autobiography of a man who eventually
loses even his own shadow than, in fact, such a man
could have written his own autobiography. With' The
Confessions of Jotham Simiyu i a Dostoevskian aware
ness of the human condition is loosed on East Africa.

By using conventional devices of novel
writing, Beaver goes beyond the autobiography and
shows how Siluiyu appears to a school teacher, a
former DC and a contemporary.. a politician. By the
time the symbolic fable of Simiyu is life ends with the
discove,ry of a set of picked bones near a bridge in
Amboseli, Beaver has acted on the final injunction of
his Kenyan politician, who says at the end of the novel:
I ff The truth, even though it is bitter:' we Africans



22 ,,' H Id"tell it us and do not hide it from us. aro
say, dd thinBeaver has told the truth and hi en no g.

The school teacher in the novel defines
Sirniyu is plight:

fI He is the frustrated African ... utilising a
fluid tribal and non -tribal world for selfisl;l.
ends. Unable to respond to the European .~

challenge, he utilised the European magic
of cars, schools, health centres, and .
political elections, while at the same tifhe
playing on the P... frican I S torpor, his love
of drink, his gullibility, fear, resentment,
stupidity, fatalism, the awful fatalism of
ance stral force s.
Above all, he is preoccupied with his own
identity - - the family identity (lost), clan
identity (half-assimilated), tribal identity
(confused), eventually trying to find in .
politics a mass Identity (of African atl0nal
ism), when all his new found world has
been kicked aside in a vain attempt to
create a sense of trust and obligation --
only" in the end, to be forced blindly to bol t
for the shelter of a dark, tribal world which
he does not know and which extinguishes ni'n.

And the politician, reflecting on SiIni 'u, glibl' say s:

MORE THAN 01 CE by Clement Agunwa,
(Longmans, 21s o )

TED'S HERE by Myrna Blumberg, (Andre
Deutsch, 21s o )
A WOMA IN HER PRIME by So A oKonadu,
(Heinemann, 18s o )

The coming tog ther of these three
novels raises some interesting questions on the
possibility of 'African Literature' as a defining
term. MroAgLlnwaVs, first, novel tells the story of

weke Nwakor" an Ibo, who rises to financial
power despite his lack of schooling, only to have
to settle in the end for le s s than the opulence he
has once looked forward to. Part of its considerable
interest lies in the conviction it carries in its
evocation of a regional style of life, the Ibo, but
this is not enough to sustain a novel and' More
than Once' is more a series of sketches than a
sustained narrative. Some of the sketches are
very fine, particularly the oung weke' s
encounter with "the Iiser":

" wafor Ume was a poor man and
a miser, if ever a man could be b oth oThere
was a story that he never bought meat or
fish even during the'seventh month feast.
He depended on de stroying the birds and
rodents" " (po 48)

Another fine episode is the hero's first
trip to Onitsha, which in a sense marks the begInning
of his maturit . Generally, the earlier, youthful
episodes are the best: the author's tone towards the
mature Mr oNwakor is uncertain, perhaps b~cause

the hero is illiterate o

Miss Blumb'2rg's novel is also concerned"
at some removes, with literacyo " Ted" is Ted
Geffen, a high-powered U 0 S. salesman who comes

"

" With such tasks facing the future of our
beloved Kenya, let the reader then judge
these notebooks for hilllself. Jotham and I
really had a good time once" but joking
generally brings on quarrelling. He turned
out a snake; and when mentioning a snake"
we say: 'Get hold of a cudgel. '

So in 'The Confessions of Jotham Simi u we see .them
all see every bias illOSt especially Silniyu' s bla~~s;

, , h t the first in hiSthose of a man trapped -- w 0 says a
au tobiography: iI can fully express my thoughts only
in English. a - - those of a lnan who dies abandoned
without a shadow in the red dust of his supposed
ancestral homeland.

Beaver of course brings his own bias to his
creation. But his view is a benign and intelligent one,
not overly-committed" not tendentious. .

The story of Jotham Simiyuis madness is
developed by the piling up of flickering image and

f S· . 1 S blunderstartling absurdity. In the flurry 0 lmlYu
ing dishonesties he comes out intensely real. ~eaver

has created his character almost perfectly. ThiS book
is exceptional then in two ways: as literature and for
all its bitter truths" both universal and those par
ticularly revealing the values of modern Kenya.

to take over a respected London firm of educational
publishers o By the end of the novel Ted has geared
the firm to producing manuals on various topics for
mass education and distribution through automatic
ve;lding machines o One of the best pieces in the
novel is the episode of the opening of the first of

these machines in Regent's Park. There is through
out the novel a certain conventionality about Ted, who
is seen always from Without, through the eyes of his
colleagues, particularly Derek Bayliss, In this way,
perhaps, Miss Blumberg matntains in her central
character an element of innocence, or ignorance
passing for innocence, while all about him stalk the
threatening ghosts of neo-colonialism" masscult
and bad taste. The backwash of Ted's advent, creeping
into the further reaches of his cOlleagues i personal
lives.. is to my mind less effective, as is the rather
plastic effect of day-to-day business life, although
Derek vs Uncle Wally is" technically and theatrically,
a real achievemento

Mr. Konaduis novel shares with the first
two a focus on one character o Pokuwaa' s womanhood
has been no barrier to her success as a village
farmer, but remains unfulfilled in her continued
childlessness after three marriages. The novel
tells the story of her eventual pregnancy and we
leave her awaiting the coming of her child, "the gift
of God the Almighty". The narrative and thematic
integrity of this short novel make it difficult to
extract from its flow 0 Pokuwaa l s husband, Kwado,
gives the last words, as she questions him on the
name of their coming child: "You talk too much .• 0"
The whole novel gives a trelllendously civilised
impression of a life distinct from the writer's art
and yet enriched by it.

As localised as 'More than Once i, (it
even boasts a glossary) and as universal in its
theme as ITed's Here', 'A Woman in Her Prime'
goes beyond the limits of 'African Literature' in a
different direction from that taken by Miss Blumberg's
work .. In addition, Mr. Konadu, it seems to me, has
been better served by editor and proof-reader than
either Mr .. Agunwa or Miss Blumberg.
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AN INTRODUC TION TO WEST AF RICAN LITERA TURE
by Oladele Taiwo (Thomas Nelson)

West African literature is young" and indeed many of
the best writers in West Africa are only now emerging;
thus almost any attempt at selecting a list of authors
to typi fy West Africa is doomed to being dated by the
time the selection reaches the press. An even more
basic problem is how to balance the writing in French
against that in English. Oladele Taiwo did not seem
aware of these two problems.

His selection is overweighted by the con
tribut10n of English-speaking Africa" and in this
section

l
Nigeria is over-represented. On the French

speaking side, Mr. Taiwo builds a myth around Senghor
in chapter 31 making Senghor the founder of negritude
and more or less the supreme influence in African
thought and literature. He claims that negritude was
"a way of proclaiming to the world that (the) original
French intention of assimilating Africans into French
culture has failed". Is Senghor himself not indeed
the classic example of the assimlle'?

Fh>blt.tkt Sk,pput
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SOUTH AFRICA by Monica Cole (Methuen.l 5 gns. )

The second edition of Monica Cole's
monumental book on South Africa's geography
remains, like the first edition, primarily a reference
book of special interest to geographers or those
interested in geographical information. As such it
provides a very thorough analysis indeed, containing
706 pages, 142 photographs and 234 rnaps and dia
grams. The book's main focus, however, is on the
physical features and economic development of the
European dominated economy and one would be sur
prised, after a survey of this book, to learn that
there were any Africans, Asians, and Coloureds in
South Africa at all. For on South African prehistory
Miss Cole spends four pages and her bibliography on
this section takes us up to archaeological research
done in 1935. When considering the large amoun t
of recent archaeological ... esearch that has been
done on South Africa's prehistory this is, to say the
least, a serious ommission. On contemporary
problems of African-White relationships Miss Cole
has almost nothing to say" devoting as she does
less than a page to the policy of Apartheid and only
about eight pages to the African majority in a
chapter entitled "Bantu Economy".

The book is obviously intended to be
more of a geographical guide to the rocks, trees,
water resources, European agriculture, transport
and industry of White Man's South Africa; as such
it might be more honest if this was the way the book
was presented. What has been left out are the much
more important geographical relationships which
are presently fashioning South Africa; the relation
ships~ for instance~ between the African Labourer
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Camara Laye is the only other writer in

French whom Mr. Taiwo treats in det.1il. ' Mongo Beti
~omes briefly into focus, but there isoonly a mere
glimpse of Kane, Oyono and Dadie. Indeed the best
African writers in French are practically dismissed
by' the sweeping remark that "these writers share the
same background and experience as Senghor. For
this reason they readily accept the philosophy of
negritude". One wonders what Beti or Oyono would
say to this? It is at any rate clear what Soyinka would 
if one remembers his famous remark: "I do not
think a tiger has to go around proclaiming his tigri
tude".

On the English-speaking side, Mr. Taiwo
pays lavish attention to the two Nigerian giants, Wole
Soyinka and Chinua Achebe. They occupy each a
chapter in the book. One is, however, surprised to
find a whole chapter on the erratic Cyprian EkwensL
A detailed analysis of Onuora Nzekwu only adds to
the irritation of not finding anything on younger West
African writers like Francis Bebey of the Cameroons
and Awoonor-Williarns and Ama Ata Aidoo of Ghana.
And so concerned is he about the fact that West
African literature is almost exclusively in English or
French, that he makes no qualitative analysis of West
African literature generally. He contents hinlself
with the over-simple explanation of texts froln a few
writers which might erve as text-book infornlation
for secondary schools, but nothing more.

and the white farmer.
As a layman I s guide to Sou th Africa the

book's chief faults lie in the mass of undigested
facts and figures" some up-to-date, some, like the
figure of National Inconle 14 years out of date. In
short this is a reference book for geographers Which
skips over all the problem areas in Sout11 Africa's
geographical environlnent, and which concentrates
what would seern to lne unwarranted attention on the
purely physical and econoillic features of that country.

Af~i(.A·l 1evS~1

]AMFS G~'ty

AFRICA SOUTH OF THE SP.a.1IARA by A.T.Grove:
(Oxford l niversity Press, 42s.)

The division of sub-Saharan Africa, in
chapter 1, into two luajor zones, Highland and
Lowland Africa, is one that is reflected clearl,Y in
the excellent series of coloured maps at the end of
the book. These [naps alone snould suffice to renlove
many Inisconceptions froln the minds of African and
European readers alike.

Highland (eastern and southern) Africa,
is characterised by a large area, mainly around
Lake Victoria, where altitude Inoderates temperature
to make human activity easier than elsewhere, even
near the Equator. It also includes those large areas
of subtropical i\frica, in Southern Rhodesia and
South Africa, where a healtny climate and great
mineral wealth has Inade it possible for the highest
standards of living in the world to be attained - by
people of European descent, of course, and with
the aid of an African lab8ur force that is not allowed
to achieve this high standard.

In Lowland Africa, Nigeria and Ghana
are shown as outstanding examples of the rapid rate
of advance that can be achieved by Africans and the
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difficulties that have to be overcome. In Ghana,
President Nkrumah attempted (and to a large extent
had begun to succeed) to follow a polIcy designed
"to obliterate tribal differences in order to build
a ne\v nation in Ghana, owing allegiance to the Ghana
state" not to the tribe and -the tradItional ruler, and
the attention of the people was directed towards a
future modern industrialised Ghana. In 1966 the
President was ousted but this aspect of his policy
is likely to pel.... sist. fl

What happens without such a policy
is illustrated by the fate of Nigeria, a country much
larger and more richly endo\ved by nature. In
spite of a steady and very considerable rise in pro
duction and standard of living since 1960, the country
now appears to be disintegrating as a result of
internal strife - partly due to artificIal ungeographical
divisions created by the former colonial rulers, but
also the result of failure to inspire the people with a
national ideal.J which, Nkrumah maintained, could
only be provided by Socialism.

In his concluding chapter, Professor
Grove points out that the causes which tend to divide
each African state are those based on kin or tribal
loyalty" and those generated by the rapid growth of

differences in way of life and standard of living
between town and country when industrialisation makes
some headway. But there is o..lso a third centrifugal
force which tends to divide one African state froln
another - continued dependence on the various metro
politan countries of Europe (Britain, France and
Portugal), whJle attempts to break these ties may
re suI t in dependence on the Soviet bloc nations or
China.

In Africa as a whole, econonl.ic develop
ment proceeds as rapidly as in Europe but with the
disadvantage of having started from a mucn lower
level. European nations and the US.:\, with the ad
vantage of a start frorn a h-=.gher level, continue to
remain in front and have the power to arrange
terlTIS of trade Ill.Ore beneficial to the conSUlner of
African products than to the African.

Professor Grove leads us to, but fails
to draw, the obvious conclusion - that the key to
rapid African advance without dependence upon non
African nations is to be found inAfrican unity based
upon the full u tilisa tion for all i~.frica.ns of the gre at
reservoir of wealth and technology that is to be
found in South ~A.frica and Southern Rhodesia.

Professor Grove! s excellent a!1d detailed
description of the l1istory and resources of each of
the African states is written in a pleasant style that
is easy to read and 1s well illu.strated with maps
and photographs. It reflects the autnor's deep under
standing of the ~~frican enviroTunent and the
geographical personalitv of the continent. It should
convince readers that Africa has both the human and
rnaterial resource s necessar,Y for the progress that
most Africans expect to see as a result of independence.

AGRICULTURAL DE\TELOPlVIENT IN ~ IGERIA, 1965-80:
(Food and Agricul tural Organisation of The United Nations,
Rome 1966, Paper-bound £3.10.0; cloth-bound £4.10.0;
U SA $ 14. 00 and $ 1 8. 00 res pe c tiv e ly )

The intention of th s thorough and exhaustIve re
port is to provide data and propose ways and means for

agricul tural expansion required by a rapidly growing pop
ulatIon, and the need for an increasing supply of raw
materials for NigerIan industry and exports. The rate of
expansion is that required by the National Development
Plan, 1962-68, which is based on a target of increase in
the growth of the Gross Domestic Product from the aver
age of about 4 per cent per annum between 1950 and 1960,
to 6 per cent in the 1974- 5 to 1979-80 period.

Seven chapters are devoted to development of
water resources, Irrigation and methods proposed to in
crease production of export crops (141 pages), and one
chapter (17 pages) to food crops and pastures. This is
followed by a discussion of fertilizer use and require
ments, and mechanisation of agriculture, livestock,
forestry and fisheries development and a chapter dealing
with the processing of agricultural raw materials.

The latter part of the Report deals with planning~

admInistration, education and training, land tenure and
related social problems, as well as marketing and agri
cultural credit facilities. Since the solution of land
tenure problems is the key to correct land utilisation,
a..."1d the greater part of the excellent recommendations of
the Report can hardly be put into effect without a solution
to these problems, involving close co-operation between
the regions, the conclusion that a fundamental revolution
in land tenure is inevitable as Nigeria moves from a
tribal to a national state, from a traditional to a modern
society ~ merely underlines the fact that the painstaking
work that has gone into this very detailed investigation
will produce no results at all until fundamental socio
political problems have been solved. T:G-.

LOST WORLDS OF AFRICA by James Wellard:
(Hutchinson, 35s o )

FRENCI-J NORTH AFRICA (The Maghrib between the
two wars) by Jacques Berque: (Faber, 70s

o
)

James Wellard gives us pop history and
travelogue about the pockets of people left from the
time when the Sahara was green with vegetation ..
Professor Berque's work of pop scholarship covers
Tunisia, Algeria and Morocco between the wars at
the time when only the atlases coloured the desert
green o To the French this area is as embedded in
their folklore as SJuth Africa is in the consciousness
of the British o

The tone of Wellard' s book can be gauged
by chapter titles such as 'Lascivious Paintings' 0 This
description was given to rock paintings in 1847 by a
French medical officer. Of course, Wellard
castigates him for his 'moral indignation'. This
does not stop him using it to catch the eye.

Wellard sees himself as a latter-day
Barth. He throws up his hands in moral indignation
at all the right points. A whole part of his book is
on slavery; although this provides an opportunity to
detail the horrors of castration o HOis whole book
looks at 'them' from the outside o He describes 'the
incredibly isolated W Dawada who live on worms from
lakes; he does not pause to think what they might
think about his getting food out of the shiny-shelled
objects he calls 'tins'.



Wellard's chatter contrasts unfortunately
with the powerful tone of Berque' s book. Al though
born into a 'colon' family, Berque looks at the
heyday of the French Arab colonial Elupire wi th
rancid eyes" He slots personal experience into a
general "ramework to build the most vivid kind of
scholarly \vriting 0 In this period between Europe's
two wars, the French acted with the arrogance
which arose out of their certainty that this green
litoral would be absorbed into IVletropolitan France o

Berque draw s on all the discipline s in a
way which leaves him open, no doubt, to criticism
by specialists. He switches from water pumps to a
philosophical consideration of 'things and symbols'.

He talks about the culture of olive groves only to

A J-JAND FULL OF PEOPLE by John Roberts
(Andre Deutsch, 45so)

Judging froIn the title of this book. one
rnight be telllpted to rush to a wrong conclusion that
Kenya is really a land of thick population o But the
population of Kenya is in fact 8,676,000, by no means
heavy even by African standard o What John Roberts
. s pomting out is in fact that Kenya is a cosrnopolitan
country of different races o These races, which he
treats in fair detail, live harmoniously together, con
trary to exp ctations before Inajority African rule and
independence Q

It is the activities of these different races
in an African community, and their 'quote s " that one
reads in this excellent work by .l r. Roberts o One
\vonders why lA Land Full of People' and not iLife in
Kenya Today I as this is what the book is all about.

But what strikes one, especially a reader
fro.ll West Africa like Inyself, is the silnUarity of
Our Africa..l1 customs o In West Africa for example,
palm-wine 's stored in a calabash pot as a custOffi o
To drink it out of a cow-horn is t be "back to the
, and". The West Africans prefer this native wine,
ge~erally called "Ogolo" or "Pombe fl in Kikuyu, to
irnported drinks,

The chapter on AsIans, appropriately
call2d by Mr 0 Roberts 'the Undervalued', is particu
larly good o On this subject, he is meticulously fair.
He say s the Asians are an integral part of the country
bu t, being ethnically distinct, they are open to all
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11love on to a d __ scription of the colonial and
opposition press. He takes s~ec·f·c cases s cll
as Fez; he devotes a whol "\ chapter to this
historic town where Lyaut y, the ~Ia1rib's
Rhodes, ainled at neat apartheid between the
'colon' town of concrete villas and the rich dye
'ats of the nledieval walled town. Econolll'c
pressures obscured clear divi sions.

To con trast the l'vlaghrib with South
Africa is a valuable way to read this book o Will
South Afl ica be another Algeria? The details
provided by Profe SOl Berque prevent super
ficial comparisons. Nevertheless, one is in no
way surprised to relnelnber that the South African
police went to study the methods of French tJolice
in the dying days of colonial Algeria.

There is also the question of industrial
isation, and Kenya, according to the author, has,
cOlupared with the rest of black Africa, a fairly
diver sifi d indu strial sector, and al though labour
Inanagement rela tions are tricky, progre s s in thi s
field is hopefuL,

hopeful seems to be til.e keyword of
~lr. Roberts' Kenya. Be de scribes the problellls,
pulling no punches, but this shaft of hopes shines
through everywhere o "This people of Kenya", he says,
"with all their faults, seelll to me to be adlnirable in
their drive, their tolerance and their sense of purpose o

The problenls are great, and their spirit 'n tackling
thetn equally great o "

In conclusion, Mr" Roberts mentions the
arts in Inodern Kenya, their role among the rapidly
awakening Africans. He mentions also the friendly
atmosphere in which the white farniers transfer the' r
land to the African buyers, in good old English tradition"

John Roberts has written a first-class
unbias d popular account of Ken) a" To den) my shelf
a copy of this book would be to deprive nle of an
author-tative reference book on ordinary life in Kenya
toda) .

sorts of prejudices This does not mean, says ~ro

Roberts, that the Asian is finished in Kenya; the
government is aware of the value of the Asians but,
nevertheless, has to keep the process of Afr'canisation
going o This is one of the dilemmas Kenya finds
itself today - but only one.

Pre-independence, the Asians were regarded
next to the Europeans o But things changed too rapidly
against them after independence. A Hindu who lived in
10mbasa observed, "It amuses me, ten years ago

::\Lonlbasa was full of people who looked pure Africans,
\vho went around insisting they were Arabs Q Now
thing s have changed politically, the same people
are as loud as can be in their protestations of African-

ness"o
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FtAtik 'Rwpos~

SAM.C. NOlVTSMONGU

SOUTH AFRICA'S TRANSKEI: The Politics of Domestic
Colonialism: by Gwendolen M. Carter, Thomas Karis,
Newell M. Stultz (Northwestern niversity Press,
Ill. ; Heinemann, London)

Gwendolen Carter needs no introduction among
students of African politics. She has written and edited
several works, and this latest undertaken by her and two ,.
senior political scientists, all closely familiar with
South AfrIcan politics, is a contribution worthy of their
reputations. The book, which studies the coming of a
limited colonial autonomy to the Transkei and the effects
of this experiment, was not easy to prepare, The
writers on their visits to South Africa had to contend
with restrictions on their movements, with dogging by
the special branch of the South African Police and other
typically South African courtesies. But with all this
they were familiar, all three having lived for varying
periods In South Africa.

The book is an attempt to evaluate the Transkei
experiment in the light of its antecedents like the Bunga,
the broader and more fundamental conflicts in South
Africa, the pressures internal and external to which
South Africa has been subjected, the White ideological
position - and to find what there is of substance in the
notion of Bantustans with limited autonomy.

The book is factual and on the whole very read
able (the English and style are not markedly Trans
atlantic). It has a bias towards a readership that is more
or less familiar with South African problems.. With
emphasis on accurate reporting and a desire to focus
attention on the Transkeian adventure, this account is
to be seen as the close examination of mainly one of
the many dev~lopments of Apartheid theory. To this
end, therefore, discussion of the history of post-World
War conflict in South Africa has been restricted. But
the natural development of the idea of territori~ seg
regation out of the Kaffrarian policies and, less re
motely, out of the Afrikaner obsession with racial seg
regation, is graphically illustrated and we see how
the peculIar historical circumstances of South Africa
are marshalled to this futile purpose.

Debates in Parliament and in the various meta
morphic versions of the Bunga are given in what can
only stand as first-rate political journalism. The
Transkei elections of 1963 are honestly and critically
analysed. Indeed# the Chapter on the elections will
for a very long time remain the most important work
on the subject.

In examining the Republic's re sponse to the
challenge of the Transkei, the authors draw attention
to the disparity between the Transkei's economic needs
and what the government has so far been willing to
provide; the natural economic unattractiveness of the
Transkei to entrepreneurs and its inevitable dependence
on white capital.

Clearly "independence" for the Transkei was

not only a hoax but might even be described as a cynical
experiment in manipulation. The wide (much wider than
expected by most people) participation of Transkei
Africans in the elections of 1963 showed "the ability of
the Republican government, through use of its agents,
of publicity and adlninistration, to marshal, in the mass,·
the AfrIcans of the Transkei for specific purposes".
However, on every political point the majority of the
Africans voted against the favourites of the South
African government.

What emerges clearly from this investigation
is that the Transkei was an extensIon of the earlier
sy stem of Native Administration, the basic reasoning
of which was that if the Africans were involved in more
and more bureaucracy their attention might be deflected
from the fundamental causes of dissensus. Certainly
some Africans would be drawn into this sy stem of polit
ical make-believe and to that extent the Native Admin
istration is divisive.

The Transkei's movement to "Independence"
was never in anyone t s mind apart from th·= believers in
Apartheid, a substitute for general, universal partici
pation of Africans in politics throughout the whole of
South Africa but the question did arise as to whether
the Transkei might not in some way be turned to the
African's advantage even within the context of an un
changed South Africa. Clearly, opportunities of em
ployment, however few and inadequate, were to be pro
vided, some improvements in African education could
be effected and the development of at least one re
serve might be accelerated. But the unpleasant
correlative question was inescapable: at what cost to
African solidarity, to the credibility of leadership
in the public eye and more immediately to the non
Reserve African. For all of us knew that the sublime
excuse for removal of Africans from the cities and
the so-called White Areas (830/0 of South Africa) had
finally been provided.

True to expectation, the 'repatriation' of
Transkei Africans has been accelerated. The Transkei
itself can offer no hope of income for many of these
people. Agriculturally, the Transkei is not very pro
d,uctive primarily because of overpopulation of the
land by people and the cattle which in their peculiar
situation constitute their main investment goods.
Even the White South Africans have long realised th at
for the Transkei to become economically sensible,
some industrial development will have to take place.
The need for non-agricultural industry can only be met
by White capital. But the incentives of sub-minimum

wages are not enough to outweigh the disincentives of

industrial decentralisation which will involve the setting up
of plants in areas far away from the markets and the most
convenient lines of distributIon and communication. On
purely Keynesian grounds, the low wages defeat the in
tended growth by failing to raise the very low demand
level in the reserves sufficiently tQ generate the increased
economic activity required. Low wages, low saVings, low
investment and more demands (requests, rather) for white
investment. But even apart from theoretical objections,
the fact is that so far very little money has been forth
coming from the Republic.

The Tomlinson Commission, which had been set up
to investigate the possibility of 'Socio-EconomIc Develop-
,ment' in the reserves, reported in 1956 that in its opinion
20,000 jobs in secondary or manufacturing industry a year
should be created in the reserves. The Commission also
recommended that the government of the Republic should
expend £25m on industrial development in the period



1956-61 but in that period the South African Government
expended no more than £7. 9 million, although the latter
part of that period was a particularly prosperous time
for South Africa. In 1961 another five year plan with
£57 millions ear-marked for the Transkei' s development
was begun, but the bulk of this was directed away from
industrial development. In accordance with the Corn 
mission1s report, an Investment Corporation was set
up to assist Industrial development. The Government
capitalised it at half a million pounds on the principle
that development should be based on African self-help.
Finally, the estimates for 1966-67 show a Transkei
National Income of about £7 million., of which over
£5 million was a grant from the Republic.

If total territorial segregation along Bantustan
lines were faithfully pursued there would be utter
chaos., millions of urban and semi-urban Africans
being made to return to small peasant holdings as
squatters. Over half of these Africans would be

(PIGlVIENTS by Leon Damas was seized by French
police in 1937)

If the Prefect has
some literary leanings he must have written in
retirement an article in a Sunday paper
recalling the incident:

" The man was a negro
nothing at all wrong in this:
it was merely that he tried
to be ahead of his time. "

When he read the poem, he couldn't
laugh the rhyme off, if he wanted..
scare other prefects with stories
about neo-African culture. They'd show him a line
before he finished the sentence, or read him
the seditious words which were there
in the start of the opening line
the title of the poem itself, written
to incite the first purchaser.

No one really knows what
went on behind the scenes, the need
to write down the minutes
didn't immediately occur for

when the poem came, it was so sudden:
his name was not in the police files
a proof he was one of the new kind
that got excited at mention of the word freedom.

Evidence piled.
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strangers to the reserves. The social and economic
consequences of forced territorial segregation - the
voluntary sort would not work - would be disastrous
for the whole of South Africa. According to one source

. the urban AfrIcan population is increasing at the rate
of 10,000 a month (Professor van As to South African
Bureau of Racial Affairs). It is unlikely that this
ever-increasing African presence in the "White Areas"
will take kindly to ' repatriation'. Afrikaner intell
ectuals are becoming more and more aware of this;
perhaps the most interesting thing to watch in South
African politics is how they will respond to obvious

political fact. What are the likely alternatives, as
far as the South African whites are concerned, to
Bantustans? Whatever the answer, it is clear that the
Africans will have the worst of both worlds: massive
incursions on their rights in the cities and a wholly un
satisfactory mockery of political and economic autonomy
and growth in the Bantustans.

KHADAMBI ASALACHE

Then they asked him why he wrote the poem..
He didn't know" he said" it was something that
just happened. It was like showing them
an old scar.. something
he couldn't hide.

They passed the poem from one hand to another.

One prefect added comments
neatly written in his notebook after
reading the poem:

" This is a black poem
with white teeth
a dangerous combination. "

The poem chased Damas
followed him into the street, this poem
his poem;
shadowed him like a vengeful lover's shadow
followed him for days
the dark sounds of the poem
which the Prefect had read
a poem whose words were like
chime sounds of a dangerous bell.

The poem was brought down.

For any other act would have been acceptable .. a letter
in the national press,. or protest march.
But a poem? They closed the fUes
to kindle the excitement
of puberty, the new voice of negritude
blossoming like love's first breath.



Night. I arrived from Europe a fortnight ago
and here I am back in Africa~ sitting by a hurricane
lamp~ working on a book. It is about myself and my
friends some of whom I hope to see again; and others
I know I'll never see tomorrow or day after tomorrow
or all the other day s that are to follow. Sometimes
we meet and never meet again.

Any time from now the first rains of the
rainy season will begin to fall. Soaked, the branches
will droop, heavy, and a weird silence will fall over
the village~ especially in the evening. Inside this
house, inside all the houses in this part of the world
voices, including my voice~ will drop. The cackle
of laughter will sound like the rattling of raffia pith
bars struck against each other by joyful children
seated on carved wooden stools under low, sombre
verandahs. Talk as we would, our voices wouldn't
sound as clear and as loud as they do in the dry
season. And sighing will be barely audible while
the flames of the fireside flutter and the fireside
brands crackle, emitting sparks as embers burn
their sides into smoke and ashes.

And most of the time, while the rain hums
outside and the footpaths that lead to the interior
and to the riverbanks are muddy and swamps rise
in the forest, we shall sit indoors, talking, hoping
and dreaming of the past and of the future.

But we shall do some work, though, even
under the rain. People will paddle to the farms,
those that are along the Mungo River if they should
still be above the flood waters, or to Mongo where
we have relatives or to Duala.

And once every seven days canoes will
leave for Mudeka market which, like Mongo and
Duala, is to the south. A gay and intense market.
But in the rainy season it is less gay, less intense
because of the mud and the rain. People don't put
on their best dresses - shirts and large loin-cloths
for the men and print dresses for the women - and
it is hard to be gay without the sun.

But on the whole less work is done in the
rainy season. People sit indoors and talk, most of
the time, the feverish basking themselves at the
fireside which is considered unmanly when one is not
ill, the fireside being essentially a woman's place.
There they cook and roast maize and 'sao' which
they pass to the men, to us. But children also sit
at the fireside and roast maize and sao. And the
sombre morning will give way to an even more sombre
afternoon, and then the evening with its touch of
melancholy and vague feeling of loneliness in spite of
the hopes and the warmth of communal life. Such a

A story - Mbella Sonne Dipoko (Cameroun)

Extract from a novel - Camara Laye (Guinea)

Poems by Jean-l.ouis Dongmo (Cameroun)

Orlando Marville (Barbados)

illustrating the themes of return and

departure.

sad feeling as at nightfall parrots take off from the
sao trees and from other trees for their roosting
places in the distance, flying very high, over the
mournful honking of hornbills as they too withdraw
for the night~ flying low, very low, over the tree
tops, their wings beating heavily, breezily. And
throughout the season the fire will burn - day after
day, night after night. It will seem as though it would
burn forever, month after month, year after year;
and I shall think of Europe as I used to think of Africa
when I was in the foreign cities on the other side of
the ocean. How I had talked of home, of the Mungo
River! River of hope! River of love! And now that
I am back by its banks I think of those far-away places
where I had talked about sandy islands of the dry season
and the floods of the time of the rains.

Four years spent in Europe! I think of
the friends I made, some of whom I may not see
again, for when we go away we rarely return to those
hearty encounters with strangers who later become
our friends; the men and women with whom we talked
about the past; home and its ways, the efforts and the
hopes while there; and the present which, to many~

was more interesting and tempting and more comfortable
to talk about: our respective occupations and preoccupations 
the public ones, of course, like for example the nature
of art, the future of the novel, or any of the numerous
other creative issues which inspired our conversations
and shaped and reshaped our visions without altering
the fundamental options of our past. We talked about
these and about many other things we liked and those
we did not like. We discussed the people we admired
and esteemed and those we did not love and then we
talked about the future; our ideals, the perfection of
the most passionate of our efforts, the culmination of
our strivings. Sometimes in those foreign cities we
lost our precarious hold on all modesty and we talked
really big, criticising the achievements of other,
pretentiously taking our own accomplishments for granted,
sketching our ambitions, anticipating success. I look at
all that now from so far away!

And there was the refined and delicate stage
setting, often frivolous conversations with women, the
talking and retalking of what had been talked and retalked.
And voices lingered late into the northern night with
cigarette smoke and alcohol in the languor of records
tuned low. And the city 'seeming so resolved on leaping
onto the balcony to rip open the French windows, part
the curtains and look into the room as if to referee the

impending love-making, to see who wins and who
loses, to witness the satisfaction or the disappointment
While outSide, the noises of the city rose and fell; the



honking of cars, the sound of shoes on the pavement,
bits of conversation, laughter, the droning of engines}
MGs, Alfa Romeos and Triumphs and other fast cars
racing through the night] and the opening and the shutting
of parked cars. And inside, in the scent of perfume
the aroma of cigarette smoke and the tang of alcohol -
the love moments, or rather, the tirne of desire - the
parted thighs of thrilled women. The caresses~ P.nd the
grunts, the heaving, sometimes involuntary} the groaning}
sometimes deliberate; the lovely sensuality, the per
plexing excitement of enjoyment or the shallow pleasure
with its hopeless nights ... Back to the nightclubs and
the offering while pretending not to be offering their
beautiful breasts, thighs} everything, their hearts
included, the close dancing and the rubbing. And then
once again} cigarettes, alcohol, talk and records. And
then the visits and the rendezvous, the indifference or
the':'love or affection and then the time to part either
because the woman was leaving the city for another city
or it was because the man was going to another 'NOluan
or another part of the world, or she was changing hands.
The new situation" the new arms] the new voices.

But we go away and rarely return and when
we do, it is not likely to be to the same place s or to
the same people. We would find everything changed
anyway, or almost, if we should return. But mostly
we go away and never return to those foreign places"
faces and voices - unlike home which always calls us
back and to which we return as I have done to the
traces of the past, the welcorne and the eagerness to
hear us talk about our memories from abroad.

"You must tell us a story about your stay in
the West"", Uncle Dikodu said to me last week. He is a
little man" strong and handsome. He is ageing. A fine
story-teller" his imagination is tremendous. And he is
a poet for he introduces beautiful songs", soloes and
choruses which are sung during the story-telling. It
was f~om him that I heard the first great stories about
life. The conflicts, the tragedies, the victories, a!1d
all that heroism! Stories about men who liberated
themselves and liberated others from cruel rulers; stories
about lovers and their sweethearts; and the wornen wept
in the stories and they wept in the audience, like SOlne
of the children, when the telling becam.e really sad. And
the love and the longing and the compassion and all the
doubts and the sighs" especially the sighs.

"It won't be easy, " I said~ thinking of the
intimate details of that story.

"You will try, " he said, "People will gather
outside my house and you will tell the story. "

"Father, " I said. IISometimes it was
terrible. tI

"I believe you" 11 he said, lilt was a foreign
land. tI

"And to talk about those things? 11 I said"
and shook my head.

"You will try;1 he repeated.
"I have been writing about it" " I said. "That's

what I have been typing. But to tell it", especially those
last few months? If I shrugged my shoulders again. "I
don't know. I donlt think I can."

"You used to tell stories before you went
abroad, " he said. "You told stories even when you were
a child. "

"That's true."
"So you won't tell me that you no longer can

tell them. "
"I can;' I said. "In fact I write stories which

appear in books."
"Then tell us one of those stories you have
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written. Only it must be about the West. I want to hear
you talk about your day s there. "

I slniled relniniscentlv. "I shall try} " I said.
"That's v/hat a 111an sl;ould say, " 111y uncle

. said. I t So when shall it be? "
"In a fortnight's tilue} 11 I said.
IIWhy not earlier? " he asked, with a little

frown.
"I v.,rant to shorten the story I have \rvritten;

then I will learn it to make it clear in my Inind so that I
can tell it well. 11

IISO ? I1

"Yes father"
"All right" n he said, "only hurry up. I told

you it would be outside. People will sit 'na welne werne ,ll

whicn in our language Ineans to sit all round} "and vou
will tell the story. There,ll he added" pointing, "wllich
means it must be before the rains cOlne~ and that will be
soon. You hear the north is rumbling. It mean s the
rains are no longer far away. "

That was a week ago; and two days later
my father said to me: "Your father Dikodu says you are
going to tell thenl a story about the West." v "

t1Yes father, " I said. "1 told him it won't be
easy. But he said I should try. "

"Yes" " Iny father said. "Tell them the story.
They'll learn many things from it. "
I laughed inwardly because I knew we were thinking of
different stories. 1 guess he thought I would be talking
about science and my studies and things like that. Maybe
about space travel and about buildings which were taller
than the tallest trees of our forests or all the tall
buildings of our towns. But I was thinking of the auto
biographical novel I have been working on since I arrived
back home. In factI I began writing it abroad, drawing
on my diary and Iny memory. I made many friends.
But there was also prejudice, discrimination and even
hate" I remember how some people who couldn't contain
their pride nevertheless wanted to contain mine and
that of some of my friends~ But my story is mostly
about love and drinks and women and drealus and night
clubs) a story about artists and their lovers.

"I don't think they'd learn much from it "
I said to lny father. '

"Why?" he asked.
"Because it won't be different from the kind

of stories Pa Dikodu tells. It will be a story about the
things I saw during those days, things that happened
during those years. "

rt But you tell it all the same, " my father
said.

After my father Inany other people asked
rne about what they had heard; that I was going to tell
a story about the West. And I said yes. Ebilnb'a
Buma l s talkative wife~ Etondi, winked at me and said I
should talk about the women I slept with. I asked her
if she wasn't ashamed to be saying that. She frowned
playfully and said what sharue? Then her pretty face
relaxed and she said that was what she wanted to hear
about. As far as she was concerned, as far as she knew"
I hadn't gone to the West to become a priest. Our eyes
met and I am Sure she noticed that there was no chastity
in them for she SUddenly looked reassured.

I smiled.
"N ,,, h .a. s e sald, fondly reminding me of

Jengu. IIA nase. "

Her husband carves canoes and wooden
stools and bowls and paddles. His father" a very old
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man who died five years before I went abroad, had
also been a carver. He was IU} grandfather's friend.
My grandfather died fifteen years ago. If he had been
alive he too would certainly have asked Ine about the
story I will be telling one of these da ·S. But I know he
would have been furious with me on hearing about SOlne
of the things I did. He was a grave Inan; graver than
my father who is quite broad minded with a marked sense

of humour. And my mother is not a very harsh woman.
But she likes that young people should be J.lloderate
about running after women 3.nd drinking and even in
talking. She isn 't ver~ talkative herself and, like tny
father, she is growing old.

Yesterday morning as we were going to her
farm down the river, she said:

"You think a lot. It makes you thin. What
worries you? "

" othing.. fI I said.
" othing?" she a sked, frowning.
"Yes, " I said.
"All right, " she said with a resigned air;

and I wondered what effect the thing s I shall say when
I talk about Linda and the others will nave on her. She
has grown rather sad with age. Wrinkles show on her
narrow forehead and her cheeks nave becon1e mor2
prominent than in the past. That is because she has
grown thinner. But she still looks beautiful and SOQ1.e
thing of her former charm renlains. l-Iow I hate the
passage of the years; oh, how I hate its cruel effects
on those we love!

Yesterday on the river the expression on
my mother's face made me think of Linda's youth
and I had sighed, realising, as if for the first til11e,
that she too would one day begin to grow old. And
what would remain of all her passion - Linda's passion,
all her hopes?

And sitting there, in that canoe, my thoughts
went back to those far-away nights, the intiInacy and the
dreams.

The southwest seemed to sigh, breathing
northwards wind upon wind full of the freshness of the
ocean with a touch of the perfumes of Duala, our great
port to the south, and a faint sound of its traffic.

I had landed at its airport a fortnight ago and
had been welcomed by my aunt and other relatives;
then I had come here .. to my parents and the scene of
my childhood and the first years of Iny years. And
naturally, the welcome had been very warm. And now
my mother was complaining about the touch of sadness
which I knew lingered in my eyes.

I dipped the paddle into the water and pulled;
dipped it again and pulled; and I continued to do this in
quick succession and the canoe glided forward, smoothly,
swiftly, wavelets dancing softly against its sides.

As I paddled I did not think of the past,t nor of
the present. 1 didn't think of the future either. But
whenever I rested from paddling I thought of Jengu and
Linda. I thought of many things.

An eagle came flying in from the south, bearing

himself very close to the water. He flew towards our
canoe; then, as if he had suddenly changed his mind,
he swerved to the right and flew to the riverbank, where
he alighted on a log.

That was in the morning. The sky had been
low and quite cloudy in the West as the sun was rising
over the dew-drenched forest; and, reflecting its
rays, the riverside grass blades seemed edged in
silver. A mUd vapour was rising,sllky .. more flimsy
than mist.

And then in the evening. As I was strolling
alone in the farms near lamba after a meal of boiled
planLains and highly spiced roast fish, I heard my
mother calling:

"Oh - 0 - ho! "
The dusk and the forest Inade an echo of

her voice, n1.aking it sound nostalgic.
"Oh - 0 - ho! "
It was the first tiIne I was being called like

that since my return fronl Europe.
"Oh-o! I1 I answered and the forest took up

the sound.. stretched it across the evening, Inaking a
long echo, a kind of sonorous link between what had
been, what was and what would be.

"Ya e! tI 111y rnother called, saying that
should COlne.

A few n101nents later I heard footsteps
COIning down the footpath. I turned and walked towards
their direction.

When we came into sight of each other in
the growing darkness, she said she wanted Ine to
accolnpany her to a village up the river. She explained
that Manga's wife 'Nas going to Duala that night. My
mother said she wanted to send a few sweet potatoes
to nlY aunt.

By the tiLne we got to the beach and took
our places in the canoe .. the 111.00n had appeared - a
luminous sphere rising slOWly from behind the great
forest. A few stars were also shining.

"A - Mbedi, " my mother said as soon as we
had crossed the river and were skirting the other bank
where the current was less swift. "Mbedi, were you
happy in the West? "

"I don't know, " I said evasively. "I don't
know whether I was happy in the West. "

"Why don't you know?"
"Because it is difficult to say, " I replied.

"Very difficult. 1 don't know if you understand what I
mean. It

"1 know it is different.. " she said. "But
happiness is happiness. It is the climate of the heart.
No matter where we are the heart remains itself. Or
do I lie? "

"No,," I said. "But 1 don't know whether
it is that alone. There are other things. "

"Other things?"
"Yes"
"Tell me those other things, " she urged.

In fact since your return we haven't talked - you and 1 
about your plans for the future." 1 thought that was
a very appropriate thing for a mother to say. "You are
also my son" " she went on.. "Or do I lie?"

"No, II 1 said.
"Then why do you only talk to your father?

It also needed me to make you possible. "
I laughed. I love to hear her talk like that.

It lightens the effect age is having on her.
"You laugh, " she said, "But it is true. You

are my son as well as his. "
"That is true. "
"That is true?" she repeated after me.
"Yes.. " I said.
Then she asked:
"Do you know that I have a question I

want to ask you? "
"No.. " 1 said.
''yes.. " she said.. "1 have a question I want

to ask you. It is about marriage. I think Manga's
daughter will suIt you. I love her very much. Or



did you say you left a woman behind? A woman who
would be arriving here soon" l\1bedi? "

"Mother"
"Did you leave a woman behind?"
"No. "
We came to a tree that had fallen into the

river bathing its branches" creating a kind of cataract
" 'tof branches and leaves. Paddling past them wasn

easy since the river had risen. This made the current
swifter. I energetically manreuvered the canoe past
the tree and then after paddling for another few moments
we were in the beach used by the people of the village.
There are only a handful of them. In the past they
were a little numerous. But now only a few remain.
Besides Manga" who is a Duala" there are a few Ewondo
people" farmers and hunters" and a Bakoko man" a
palmwine tapper.

The morrings had already been shifted
following the rising of the water to the foot of the hill

on which the villa.ge is built. Here" my mother dis
embarked and waited for me under the cocoa trees
while I chained the canoe to a post.

A dog was barking from the village as we
climbed the hill" slowly" because it is steep. On my
shoulder I had the 'mutete l of sweet potatoes which my
mother was sending to my aunt in Duala. The dog
continued to bark. Manga is a friend of my father's.
His wife is my mother's friend. Their elder daughter
is married in Duala. The younger girl is the girl my
mother wants as her daughter-in-law. From what
she had said on the river it seemed as though she had
virtually intended her for me. She must have discussed
it with the girl I smother.

As we climbed the hill I kept on wonjering
what my rootner was thinking following what she had
asked me on the river.

When we got to the village and the dog
actually saw us" its barking became Wild" sharp;
Manga l s daughter shouted at it to shut its mouth. But
the dog refused to obey. Sometimes domestic animals
show more independence of mind than human being s
when they have been domesticated. People can be so
docile! But there are also docile pets" very dull
things. They make you pity them. Not so Manga's
dog which" standing in the centre of the compound"
continued to bark until it seemed to have satisfied
itself that we weren't hostile visitors. However, even
after it had stopped barking and had gone to lie by
its master l s chair" it continued to grumble; and the
wind was among the branches of the great trees just
behind the huts.

"You saw the evening?" my mother greeted.
"Yes" " Manga and his wife and their daughter

replied in a chorus. "We saw the evening a bit. And
you? "

"Yes l If my mother and I replied. "We too
saw the evening a bit. "

"The master of the house?" Manga's wife
asked" referring to my father as I was handing her
the 'mutete' of sweet potatoes.

"He saw the evening" " my mother said.
"He greets you all. JT

"Iyo~ " Manga said to his daughter. "Bring
chairs. "

The girl I s face looked even more pretty in
the light of the hurricane lamp on the verandah where
they were making preparations for the voyage. She
turned to go into the hut.

"No" " my mother said. "We are almost
returning. "

"Is that so?" Manga asked.
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"Yes" If my mother replied.
"Uweh! JI Manga exclaimed" looking at me.

Ilyou Western people. Did you say you were getting used
to our life? "

I laughed. "All day" " I said. "It has always
been my life. Four years in the West couldn't have
changed rne. This is home. It will always be home.
This is my life. JI

"Good to hear that," he said. "Not like
Ekongo's son in Duala. That one can no longer eat
cocoyams" nor boiled vegetables. They buy hiHl green
grasses - 11

"Salad? "
"Is that how they call tl:leln? If

"Yes" " I said.
"You Western people" If Manga said. IfIt

must be that. He eats them like a goat. "
We all laughed. Then we conversed a little

more and again Manga asked that chairs be brought
out.

"NO" " lny mother said. "We are almost
going. Endale," she said to Manga's wife" If Tell
Ngengeti" " that is" my aunt~ "that I will come down
to DUala at the beginning of the new moon. After that
I'll want us to accompany Mbedi to Buea. "

IfIs that man going to Buea? If Manga asked"
looking at me.

"Yes" " my mother said, "He's going to
work there. If

"With that cold! 1f Manga's wife said.
"But isn't he coming from the West?" my

mother asked.
"Oh yes, If Manga's wife said. "That is true.

They say there the cold hardens even rivers and people
can walk on them. It's Ekongo's son and his friends who
told us that. "

"It is true, " I said. "The cold in the West is
nothing to talk about. "

"Let l s go" " my mother said to me" and then
she sent greetings to many people - everyone of them
by name - and She asked Manga's wife to tell my aunt
that if she happened to see Mundo, a friend of hers,
she should tell her that she" Iny mother" had heard
that Dikalo was ill in Muyuka.

After that we said they should sleep well
and they wished us the san'le.

We turned away from the compound and
the light of the hurricane lamp and walked towards the

beach" descending the hill at the foot of which we had
left the c aY1.oe.

As we set out on the river the moon was
leaving the treetops and the cloudy horizon - a sad
but lovely moon, rising rapidly in the sky. And the
wind was on the river and among the trees and tall
grasses of the riverbanks. The way to the ocean and
so Inany years in the past. I thought of Manga's
daughter.

The return voyage was easier" for we were
going downstrealn and the current carried us smoothly
swiftly" towards our beach. I only had to steer the
canoe; and so I was almost idle which made it possible
for Ine to think over the question my mother had
asked me. Had I been happy in the West?

By asking trlat question she was in fact
asking me to talk of the synthesis of two contradictions:
happiness and sadness for both were present during
those days. Tne anguisn" sometimes the hunger when
all funds had been spent and one was expecting more
money which delayed. All sorts of problems. But
there were al so flowers - those we offered in the
darkness and sometimes in the day" and those we
received in petals flattened out in envelopes which
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arrived with love letters. And those tears the women
wept) tears of love) tears of doubt ... Our happiness
with messages arriving translnitted by passion on
exotic leaves and those letters written by the heart.
Etel - which was not to be) far away - and the eternal
summer!

Sometimes a future arrival was announced
and I waited) fed up with the lover I did not want to
see; but sometimes also I waited~ so eager, so ready
as the night and the arrival delayed.

But whe:l we go away we rarely return to
those encounters with strangers who later becoole our
friends. The WOlnen. The cigarettes. The alcohol and
the talk and the holding of hands and the cares sing of
arms and thighs. Faces and places. The rendezvous
and the walks between the past and the fu ture. And
our mild nostalgia even in moments of happiness. The
morning mail and the letters of the afternoon - now so
far away.

Even now I can see in my ilnagination and
feel in my body the evolution of those things \vhich t"Lleant
,so much to us) which seelned to meat... so Luuch to every
body. All those projects and promise s. Our pri.de~

almost our vanity~ and the humbling visitations of
despair!

Volcanoes erupted~ the granite volcanoes.)
and people died and the news spread on the wireless and
in the newspapers. But when the volcanoes of the heart
erupted.) we talked about it among ourselves., spreading
the news from mouth to mouth with concern and sOlnetimes
with unconcern and then it didn't go beyond our
small circle of friends; except of course when we
wrote stories about it all. ~.

Days passed. Like 'plane trees all the
aspects of time grew on. In the parks and gardens
and in the woods and along the avenues and the
boulevards) trees grew on~ then they began to lose
their leaves~ lost theln all in winter) then they began
to grow them again, growing buds and leaves, tendrils
becoming branches. And time spread out over our days
and our nights as we sat on benches or on iron chairs
in parks when we weren't in libraries or visiting one
another or in cafes or reading at home or attending a
lecture or at our typewriters) or SilUply strolling up
and down the boulevards, avenues~ streets and
alleys.

Tile cafes! Art. The newspapers. The
literary review s. And all those books, breasts,
en'lbraces and the caresses under the indulgent look
of tilne. Eu t sometirne s the shade s parched up or
silnply disappeared over us and the sky appeared
\vith its clouds and the winds that blew across our
memories were very cold, on the other side of the
ocean.

Children of my lnothers,
I have news to sell you.

Runloul' has it that an enor.L.nous elephant)
an elephant bigger than this hut,
has heen slain
in a distant land.
And since you so wish..
I shall have to go there.
I am read)'.
Come and bestow on Ine the sacred powers
the way you do \vhen a luessenger leaves,
COllle all and spit In the paldl of n1Y hand.

And without losing Iny ttme
I will take
the coveted aim by storm.
The fatigue of flight ..
the ravenous cold)
incessant longing
J will defy.

Day and night will be the same for me)
all days of the veal' will have the sanle fate.
I shall cut the best piece s
for .cny farnished clan;
for tny chief I w ill take
the pricele ss heart
of that falnous beast;
and for the WOlnan

who pounds rny fufu
I'll bring ivory trinkets.

F roo1. "Presence africaine 11

(~o. 57)
Translated by \V. Feuser



Some years later" when Mimie and I, sur
rounded by our children, stepped down on Guinean soil
again" we changed immediately from the aircraft to
the train to Kouroussa. We found my father, who had
aged a great deal. He welcomed us with a smile on the
veranda of his hut and as if wanting to tease us, saId"
"The tIme has come. "

My mother had come rushing to meet us, and
instantiy she was carryIng the smallest of our children
on her back. Not far from our compound a nag was
flying at the facade of a brightly painted buildIng wIth
simple outlines. A red" yellow and green flag.

"Whlch time, father? It I asked, pretending not
to understand what he was alludIng to.

"The time fixed by Dramouss"* he answered
with the same mocking smile.

"Is Konate around?" I asked, evading hIs
allusIon.

My father, bending down hIs head.. replied
with an embarrassed expression.. "Your friend was
accused of being Involved in the recent plot. fI

itA plot? 11 I repeated, dumbfounded.
Mimie and my mother followed our conver

sation without joining in. My children.. except the one
on my mother's back, had already mingled with my
little brothers. Children are never strangers to one
another.

"Konate" my father said in a faltering voice,
"Konate is no more. Konate has been shot by the
authorities. "

When I heard that, I burst into tears. I was
thrown into a violent inner turmoil. My head was turning
In an upsurge of revolt and my vIsion was blurred with
tears.

Camara Laye, born in 1928, is one of Africa's
greatest modern writers. His second novel, "Le regard
du Roi", 1954 (English version: "The Radiance of the
King") "removes all doubt about continuance and sig
nificance of French African Literature". (von Grune
baum). Camara Laye has often been attacked for being
Withdrawn" self-indulgent and politically uncommitted.
In his recent novel, "Dramouss" (1966), Layer s
allegory takes a decidedely political turn. In such a
way, however, that his latest development will hardly
endear him to his country's present rulers, whose
secularism is his main area of attach. Camara Laye' s
three novels have been published by PIon, Paris. The
passage which follows is the last chapter from
"DramousS"(pp.241-246).
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"But father, If I said wiping my eyes, "what about

Bilal! . .. Bilall is he re, !sn' t he? ff

My father clenched his teeth. Again he looked
at me, then lowered his head and answered turning aside,
"He, "too, has been a victim of the plot. tt

We sat for a while, our hearts flooded with the
rain of sadness. After saying a few words of consol
ation, my father contInued, "Since your departure many
of your friends have been slain. Many people are in
prIson. Many otners have fled eIther to Senegal or to
the Ivory Coast, to LiberIa, SIerra Leone, and other
neighbouring countrIes. "

He fell silent. We renlained thoughtful for a
while. "Why have I come back?" I thought. "Me too, I'll
get killed lIke the others. "

In the yard of the compound, a mother-hen
clucking away, her feathers abrIstle, was walkIng non
chalantly among her chIcks. Suddenly a sparrow-hawk
whIch had been cIrcling In the sky over the compound
for some tIme" dived down into the void. We saw It
for a few seconds only. When it soared skyward agaIn,
we realised wIth a heavy heart that one of the chIcks
was beIng carrIed off In Its talons. The chick gave off
faInt shrIeks which came over to us as If muffled by
the dIstance and by the talons of the bird of prey.

"No, no! ft my father suddenly exclaimed with
a gesture of protest. "Our regime shoots our children
for a yes or for a no. And this damned sparrow-hawk
carrIes off my poultry when we haven't any meat or
even a grain of rice left In this country! f1

In a great burst of anger, but a kind of anger
more inside him than apparent on the surface (as I
could read on hIs face), my father stealthily dug a
hand Into the pocket of hIs caftan. He brought out a
strIng of beads which he waved in the directIon of
the hawk. The robber had gained height and was
about to alIght on top of the old silk-cotton tree to
devour his prey.

"Sala moune gawlan mine Rabine Rahimine,
adjib ly ya Kachafa ya Ilou, Wal Djlni Alga Atou Blntou
Maimouna" **

My father pronounced those words dIstincUy
each time a bead of his rosary passed through hIs
fIngers. He sat deeply burIed in hIs prayer, and we
watched hIm apprehensively, not knowing hIs Intention.

Suddenly, even before he had finished fingerIng
hIs string of beads, the hawk, as if summoned (or to
put It more strongly: as If attracted by a magnet) towards
ground level, flapped Its wings, then gliding for a
moment in our directIon suddenly dIved agaIn Into the
voId and landed wIthin reach of my father's hand. The
old man hastily put hIs beads back in his pocket" seized
the hawk.. and grab bed the chick from its talons. He
pIcked up a reed from the ground - there are always
some stray ones lyIng around in our compound - and
dealt the hawk three blows wIth it. As If pleased wIth
himself, he crIed" "Away wIth you, you rascal of a bird
• •• you thief! "

When the bird flew off, I looked down: the

* SpIrit of Light Who in a dreal1'l vision nas predicted to
the narrator hIs country's gloomy future, finally to be
relieved by the glorious comIng of the "Black Lion".
(transl. rs note)

** "God, I call on Thee through the intercessIon of
BIntou, the daughter of the jinn Maimouna, a..'1d by her
lord Rouhanla Ya Kachafa Ya liou. "
The presence of the spirit "Rouhania" is invoked by
him who makes the prayer only to neutralise any
evil effect Bintou's Intercession might have. (author)



followed him. And then he suddenly said,
"If all luen and all women instead of wnlling

away their days making infantile speeches, dedicated the
same time to the worship of the Most Higtl, our country
would be far from this misery. Now the I\1ost High wUI
punish them for years to come before He will let .dis
memory and Efis Blessing descend upon thelTI. I1

f1 H is blessing" is that what you're sa:ying,
Father? II

"Yes" His blessing on this land which is going
astray. When the Black Lion comes" I shall be no luore. "

"The Black Lion? " I questioned.
"Yes" the heroic and wise Black Lion \vhom you

know as much as I do. Legality will also return. And
then you will be reconciled with yourselves and with
others. Even with the country vvhoselanguage you speak.
I anl saying this: if such is Allah's will" blessed be
his name! "
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chick, though somewhat benumbed, giddy and limping,
nevertheless chirped when running towards the lllother-

hen.
"Father, " I sighed, not finding a word to say · · ·
"Yes" " he said, "that's how we sometilnes

call our far-away sons. Even the one who lives in Paris
and who" like you, occasionally puts in a sudden appear-

ance."
He smiled for a moment. Mimie was dumb-

founded. My mother smiled and seemed proud of her

husband.
"And that's all there's to it? It I ventured to

ask.
"Yes. Those words have much power. When a

man has spoken up for God, acted for God, and like my
self has spent his life alone in the bush in His honour, if
he has done all that for God's sake, God hears him when

he speaks to Him. "
With a gesture of revolt he rose and walked

towards the hut which was to be mine. I followed him. We "Amina! Anlina!" I responded.

Trnsl.
Willfried Feuser

Grabbing myoId quari game
my konky and grandfather's name
and old tales of Ananse,
I came back
sweat-stained and black
to find the village
of my ancestors,
where hoe in hand
they had gone out
to the green green land,
and where women
had laughed in the sun
and walked, baby on back,
to living market
that screamed life and joy
to heaven and god
that meant stable stones
to tribe and community;
where old men had played owari,
(as Time himself might play games),

under village trees,
and old women pounded the:m
yam fufu with rhythms
Tilne has not forgotten,
and children had thrown shrill voices
over the living compound.

But I ... I could only recall
a tirlle of disruption and fall
when men in ships came,
when great great empires fell
and African was persuaded to sell
brother African
for a potage of London gin
and trinkets and guns
out of Greed
that held no place
in their world of things.
The se were troubled time s:
hoes turned to battle-axes,
yam -fields to battle -fields,
and young men to frightened fugitives;
luanliness was no more
a thousand yams grown,
manliness was then
ten young enslaved
for men in ships
that came,
and African stalked African
like man the beast
in the bush.

Grabbing llly old thing s, and black,
tear-joy -filled I came back;
some brothers said I did not belong,
that my only real relation
was back on the plantation
where African blood
had flowed to make
brown-gold dust for Europe,
and they said that I
did not speak their language
and that they had other gods
and past was past
and rotten rotten
only to be forgotten
and I felt
that these too were
troubled tilne s
WI1en we have not yet
comprehended the eternity
in past and pre sent
a sour ance stor s
sitting in village circles
on a village conlpound
discussing farms and destinies
and building with hands,
which, too generous,
welcomed the pale stranger;
when we have not yet
comprehended the past
in our funny sweat-filled
effort to escape it.



35

South African communism - that archetype of
counter- revolution - sees these events as 'uncontrolled
outbursts of useless violence'. From the onset it dubbed

obukwe and his colleagues as reckless agitators, extremists
and irresponsible. But if the duty of a revolutionary is to
make revolution, they could hardly have been expected to act

otherwise. f' .
The advent of revolution in outh A r1ca 1S a

fascinating story of human endeavour, created by men
who deliberately set about to influence the course of
history. On the eve of Sharpeville Mangaliso Robert
Sobukwe said: 'Sons and daughters of Africa, we are
today on the threshold of an historic era. We are.
about to witness momentous events. v.. e are blaz1ng
a new trail, and we invite you, with us, to be creators

of history'
For a people who had come to half- believe

in themselves as inferior to the \;Vhiteman and incapable
of doing anything for themselves, the PAC presc ription
was a straightforward appeal to that most powerful of
all group instincts - their sense of nationhood. A
progaganda campaign was stepped up in the months
preceding Sharpeville which concentrated on resuscitating
the people's pride in their national heritage, their
history and culture.

The leaders delved deep into the past,
bringing back to life the great battles fought by their
ancestors in defence of the land, to restore the people's
self- confidence and re- kindle their self respect and sense
of human dignity. Centuries of oppres sion had

training cadres and amassing resources had be n
handled with inc redible ineptitude. But action, from
the point of view of the masses, could no longer b
delayed. The air \\as charged with rUDlour and
rising expectations; it was a matter of touch and go.

The progranlme, which was pa rt of the Positive
Action Campaign, had been clearly mapp d out, and the
going to prison of leaders, leading cadre and other'
activists was part of a grand design 0 heighten politic~l

consciousness and inc rea e its r volutiona ry cont nt.
Those leaders and activists who remain d

outside gaol and fled abroad had a duty to Dlaintain i
continuity. Those op rating on the home s 'en , as the
revolutionary force was gathering momen un), could ref r
to the 1963 deadline and therefore continue 0 hold h reins
as best they could.

But the sheer force of the spi rit of )' bellion,
among other factors, proved too much for eve )~:" body, and w
were caught unprepared by events in 1963.

I have said that there can be no time able
for revolution, once new men with new ideas a l'ise to
'set astir the stagnant ea rth'. The greatest ac hievement
of the 'sixties has been to induce this revolutionary
condition. Sharpeville was indeed a vvate rshed in the
liberation struggle of South Africa, and by Sharpeville
I identify half a decade of social fel ment.

Throughout this period men have arisen who
have divested themselves of all fear of the cons quences
of their political actions. The participants in the
convulsive events of Bashee River, Paarl, Que nstown,
Krtigersdorp, the Transkei and oth r places have since
died the deaths of martyrs on the gallows, chanting
freedom songs and shouting the defiant cry: 'Africa shall
be free' , .

. If truly the tree of fr edom is watered w1th the
blood of martyrs, in South Africa it will be a giant of a
tree indeed. Since Sharpeville, when 83 were shot dead
and 365 either maimed or seriously injured, more than 70
patriots have been hanged. But South Africa can never be
the same again. The tools of revolution are men, real men

of flesh.

The great social convulsions of this decade,
the post-Sharpeville period, rea hed th ir peak on the
banks of Bashee River and in the slums of Paarl. Here
fo r the first time in the histo ry of the vastly consolidated
State powe r of the Republic of South Africa, vVhite people
were killed as a result of organised political violence.
Revolution had burst on the South African scene.

Hitherto obsequious, the meek had at last
overcome their pliant condition under decades of iron
hand subjugation and were rising to assert themselves
against the might of the state. ntil then it had been
unthinkabl for the slave to raise a finger against the
masters as a deliberate act of rebellion.

The gory details of the killings blinded
many people to the political significance of the

.development. However crude, Bashee River and Paarl
marked a new stage in the political fo rtunes of South
Africa, the stage of revolutionary violence. The faint-
hearted might avert their eyes from a charging snake,
but that would hardly make the deadly reptile change
his mind.

The activists responsible fo r Bashee and
Paarl were criticised at the time for jumping the gun.
Fox maxiumum effect, it had been planned to call on
the whole country to rise in unison and attack strategic
points throughout the land. But in the final analysis;
there can be no timetable for revolution. As for the
gruesome details, what placid revolution can there be?

Once the revolutionary process, which
begins in men's minds, has been diffus d into the
sinews of the social mechanism, aggravating the
condition of social dissension and intolerance of
oppression, it is difficult to control. I ik pus in the
body, revolutionary tension must find outlets in the body
politic or explode in disarray. The most that can be done
is to channel it towards agreed revolutionary objectives.

That, at least, is th le son to be drawn from
the early 'sixties in South Africa. History's strongest
point of criticism against the Pan-Africani t Congress will
most probably be that it failed to utilise with fficiency a
powerful social force which it had released since
Sharpeville. The overthrow of \Vhite supremacy was then
more than a possibility.

The Sharpeville events had raised the
level of political consciousness to an all- time high. In
the immediate post- Sharpeville yea rs the PA C grew by
leaps and bounds, and revolutionary tension had become
razor- sharp by 1963, the year that was deadline for a
showdown. But by then the degree of political and
Psychological preparedness had by far outpaced all
other preparations.

The technical know- how for executing a
major rebellion was almost nil. Plans mooted in
1960 for carrying out an extensive programme for
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conditioned the people mentally and spiritually to accept
their supposed inferiority as a Black race, and so to put
up with their lot.

The great bulk of them, subjected to conditions
that all but dwarfed mental development, had been beaten
into submission to the point of resignation and acceptance
of their lot as irredeemable. To break this strangle
hold was as much a sociological as a political need and
the ideological creed, in Sobukwe's words, was African

ationalism.
The following passage from a speech by Sobukwe

is typical of the revivalist campaign:

'We are met here today to commemorate our
National Heroes' Day. We are, today, going down the
corridor of time and renewing our acquaintence with the
heroes of Africa's past - those men and women who
Y,ourished the tree of African freedom and independance with
their blood; those great sons and daughters of Africa who
died in order that we may be free in the land of our birth.

'We are met here today to rededicate our lives
to the cause of Africa, to establish contact, beyond the
grave, with the great African heroes and to assure them
that their struggle was not in vain. We are met here, sons
and daughters of our beloved land, to drink from the
fountain of African achievement, to remember the men and
women who begot us.

'~e are here to draw inspiration from the
heroes of Thaba Botsiu, Isandlwana, Sandile's Kop,
Keiskama Roek, Blood River and numerous other
battlefields where our forefathers fell before the
bullets of the foreign invader ... '

The upshot was the social explosions that
began with Sharpeville in 1960, plunging South Africa
into a state of emergency for the first time in its
history, and setting in motion a chain of events
which were to alter the entire face of the country for
better or worse. The stage was now set for the
next phase in the struggle - the armed phase.

When the PAC and the African National
Congress were proscribed in the aftermath of
Sharpeville, the former adopted a code name that
was soon to become a household word in South Africa
and rocket its way into the headlines of the world
press. 'Poqo' first made its appearance in print
in the late fifties, as part of a PAC slogan.

'UmAfrika Poqo', or 'Unadulterated
African Nationalist', was a slogan summing up the
ideological position of the future founders of the
PAC during the ascendancy of the creed of multi
racialism in the fifties (see the previous article in
this series.) A Xhosa word meaning 'pure', it
was first used as a code name in print in 1961 by
the Port Elizabeth branch of the organisation.

The PAC had always been a semi-under
ground organisation, ignored by most of the Press
in South Africa until it blasted its way into the
glare of publicity at Sharpeville. What statements
it issued to the Press were for the most part too
revolutionary to be printed, although it was often
attacked for them. So it found no difficulty in
continuing underground after its proscription.

Although the same basic documents,
like the Constitution, the Manifesto and the
Disciplinary Code, were used before and after it
was outlawed, these only began to make news
during the so- called trials when they were treated
as sinister secret documents. There was no change
even in its organisational structure after the banning,
.except for minor details affecting the style of work.

For instance, the Task Force - about
which so many horror tales were conjured up during
the Poqo trials - existed froD1 the p re- Sha rpevi lIe
days. A police officer, giving evidence at one of
these hearings, talked n1ysteriously about 'a task

force and a general pack' (of wolves?), instead of PAC.
A ~1hite journalist gave this picture of those days:

'The \,'hite public has been condit'oned into
accepting ,an image of them as wild- eyed, woollv- hai t'ed
creatures who communicate by means of grlln,s and
gestures, at best overgr own children misled b.
unsc rupulous agents of destruction, at wo rst he ve l'y
agents of destruction themselves. '

In these days of hectic t ransfo rmation, the
ANC threw out Umkonto \VeSizwe (Spear of the ation),
dedicated to the destruction of Government property
and installations, known as selective violenc or
'properly controlled violence'. Umkonto provided the
};>ac.kground for Nelson Mandela's defiant court
statements in 1962 and later at the Rivonia trial.

Mandela had been brought up in what he
called the ANC's 'tradition of non-violence and
negotiations as a means of solving political disputes,'
and so it had been with the greatest reluctance for
him and Umkonto to depart even partially from the
path of reformist politics. At the 1962 trial he spoke
deprecatingly of the activities of Poqo, with words
like 'terrorism' falling easily from his lips.

At the formation of Umkonto in 1 961 he
and his colleagues 'believed that violence by the
African people had become inevitable, and that
unless responsible leadership was given to canalise
and control the feelings of our people, there would
be outbreaks of terrorism' .

It was a measure of the extent to v:hich
anti- revolutionary attitudes had been ingrained in
the liberation of the movement. But all this has
changed now, under'the inexorable pressure of
events.

Our past of sweet reasonableness, of
pious protestations of love for the masters, of
smirking and cringing, had an echo in Dr.
William Nkomo' s reaction to the Bashee Rive r
killings. Now turned a Moral Rearmament man,
Dr. Nkomo had been a foundation president of
the ANC Youth League, in which many of us began
our political lives. He said:

'My people must bow their heads in
shame over these shocking murders in the
Transkei'. The press reported him as saying
that 'the murders were a setback to Native
political development, for such savagery is
not expected of a civilised people'.

Future historians will have no difficulty, I hope,
in establishing the immediate cause of the Bashee River
killings, in which children as well as thei r pa rents were
hacked to pieces with pangas and other weapons. My
information indicates that they were the victims of
callous Government indifference to the feelings of the
African people generally and especially those living in
the area.

The ill- fated Grobbelaar faP"'.ily were the
leaders of a road- work gang which was carrying on
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road construction in the area. As usual, disregarded
by the powers-that-be, the community had been told
nothing of what was going on, and were enraged by the
threat of encroachment upon their maize fields.

In normal times the elders might have met
and, in their customary, elongated fashion, deliberated
on what steps to take to ascertain Government intentions,
which they suspected were to deprive them of their lands
(a not unheard-of thing in South Africa). But these
were not normal times. The spirit of rebellion was
abroad, and the young men of the villages were itching
for action.

In the e yes of the people, the ~lhite leaders of the
road-work gang personified the hated Verwoerd Government,
and the assault on them was an attack on White supremacy
and arrogance. Dawn and Edna, the little girls who
perished toget.her with their parents, were thus caught up
in the tragic situation that is South Afric a's today. Their
fate brings home most forcibly the fate of South Africa
i.f she persists along her present course.

Among the momentous events of this period was
an attempt to derail the Blue Train, a disaster \\hich would
have made Bashee River look like a picnic. This would
have been a resoundingly symbolic act, for the Blue Train
is South Africa's most luxurious mode of travel barring the
aeroplane, a symbol of great wealth amidst grim poverty,
of White masters sitting on the backs of a fettered cheap
labour force.

There has been more than one attempt at
derailment of the Blue Train, and men have been convicted
and imprisoned for it. There will be others.

At Paarl the most hated baasskap institution in
South Africa was attacked. The police station in South
Africa is manned by what may be called the scum of the
White supremacist society, and it therefore featured high
up on the list of targets for the revolution.

The fact that it is one of the most heavily
armed institutions in the country did not deter the
revolutionaries. On the cont rary, it was the first
point of insurrection, pitting pangas against rifles.
The assault waves at Paarl follo"Ned one after
another, before the frenzied fighters turned to
civilians in a grim moment of truth.

But despite the accentuated racial character of
the South African situation, this is a revolution that knows
no colour. Even before Bashee River and Paarl, Black
police, spies and informers had been eliminated at Paarl,
Krugersdorp and other places, and so were chiefs in the
Transkei.

There have been some excesses, such as the
killing of 'Coloured' girls for their allegedly distracting
role in sleeping with Poqo men. And some of the other
alleged informers might have been innocent people too, for
the organisation did not have trained intelligence men as
spy- smashers. But all these activities were part of a grand
design to usher in revolution.

There have been- several attempts on the life of
Kaiser Matanzima, Black arch- stooge of the apartheid
regime. Assault wave after wave were made in att empts
on his Great Place at Qamata, to eliminate both him and his
collaborators for assisting the apartheid government to carry
out the Bantustan scheme.

For this special contingents of activists were
despatched from Cape Town and other parts of the Cape
Province, and one of them was intercepted by police at
Queenstown, where one of the fiercest battles between police
and the freedom fighters took place.

Nothing like this had taKen place in South Africa
before; nothing like it has taken place since. But the
struggle continues ...

JI

About Bantustans

We hear less about Bantustans than V\le used to.
'Separate development' is kept in the background 8.S an
argument to be produced in company that looks beyond the
get- rich- quick case at present put out by the South ~~frican

Foundation and other apartheid propoganda organs.
Inside the country, five years after I self government I for
T ranskei was announced, there is little interest in the
idea, among black or white. Gullible, uneducated chiefs
from future Hantustans (Ovamboland for one) are taken
on tours. In November a large party of industrialists
was similarly shown around, after a hint from the
Minister of Bantu Administration and Development that
vVhite capital might be allowed in on 'an agency basis'.
Journalists went along too, and produced the usual
uninformed, blind eulogies of 'Government policy'. But,
wrote the 'Financial Mail', Johannesburg, on 25th
December, not the industrialists, whose reaction was
one of utter astonishment:

'Did the government bring us all this way to
show us a handful of hospitals and educ ational institutions
started 50 years ago by missionaries? V/hat has the
government done itself - besides starting agricultural
reform in a few isolated areas and using the Bantu
Investment Corporation to buy up a handful of existing
businesses? And where,' they asked hopefully, 'was
the blueprint for development'.

'They got a short answer - there wasn't one! I

Hans Abraham, Pretoria's Commissioner
General in the Transkei, completed the ·picture of hope
lessness. He told the industrialists: 'If you go to a
country where nothing happens, it will indeed be a
"happening" if you manage to start an industry...
The Xhosa has no initiative, no organisational ability,
no judgement, no responsibility - and he's obsessed
with sex! '

After the Transkei - Lebowa, (the Northern
Sotho Reserve), where an old-time partheid theorist,
the anthropologist W. W. M. Eiselen, is Commissioner
General. As a Bantustan, Lebowa is as undeveloped
as its name is unknown. Here too the industrialists
were given what the 'Financial Mail', which is, of
course, pressing for white investment in the Bantustans,
called a 'resounding rebuff'. Eiselen 'launched into
the metaphysics of Bantustan ideology, blaming 'selfish
whites I who lured Africans to the big cities. Their role
is to build factories on the borders of the future
Bantustans, such as at Queenstown, next to Matanzima's
Emigrant Tembuland area of the Transkei. But
Queenstown, like many sinlilar areas, has attracted not
one new industry, despite concessions in rates, taxes,
tariffs and cheap labour.

The industrialists do not have to do much
luring. Average annual income in the Reserves is
£26. 10. O. per head and half of this comes from
migrant labour outside the Reserves. It's the
cities or starvation - or, a terrible fate, the
helotry of the two million Africans on White farms.
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Afro-America and World Struggle

Afro-America is at war with white
America. The war is at once revollltionary and
strategic. For America is the heart and brain of
world imperialism, neocolonialism, capitalism and

racism. In a word, it is the anti-human tower of
Babel.

It is crumbling

The perspective of Africa and the
rest of the Bandung world must be focused around the
assertion that Black Americans are the most
strategically placed oppressed people:inside America.
This assertion cannot be expressed too greatly 0 For
too long a time the Bandung World has assumed that
their struggle toward humanism could be successful
in spite of America: i o e. that America could somehow
be successfully defeated or contained without an
internal revolution vis-a-vis Black Americans o For
too long a time, therefore, has Africa and the rest of
the Bandung World disregarded as irrelevant the
concept of economically, psychologically, politIcally
assisting the Afro-AmerIcan liberatIon struggle for
facilitation of their own liberation struggle o

Why? America was /is seen as an
octupus spreading its Imperialist tentacles throughout
the nonwhite world (wIth Europe as its ageing and
degenerating parasite). And that If the Bandung
Brothers could successfully chop off the tentacles
through revolution, America would somehow die and
racist Russia would be mysteriously transfigured into
a perpetrator of Humanism. What actually does occur
is that the tentacles may be chopped, but they grow
back faster and sophIsticatedly more powerful: viz o

the Ghanaian coup, the current Congo and Nigerian
crises, the Dominican Republic o Unfortunately, the
overall Bandung Liberation Movement has assumed a
Marxist-Leninist ideology which does not incorporate
scientific strategies and tactics of an anti-racist
psychological warfare e When, for example, America
sends a shipload of wigs to Ghana or Uganda, the
results are fundamentally worse than machine-gunning
Africans. Machine-gunning would revolutionise,
whereas wigs symbolise an escalation toward
"civilisation" of a "primitive" post-colonial African
society. hence, the Black man's psychocultural.
values are destroyed. Black inferiority complexes
are ~reated or substantiated. But is is even more
serious when cultural colonialsim thrives in a so
called progressive or socialist Bandung country.

The country's liberatory process is seriously
limited by a contradiction derived from assulning
that the non psychological Marxist-Leninist ideology
is applicable to their particular liberation struggle
which, by the racist nature of our oppressor,
includes the necessity for psychological warfare.

Thus, we see an inflexibility or
stagnancy prevailing amongst the Bandung revolution
ary intelligentsia - especially in Africa and orth
and South America:

fI •• the intellectual will try to grasp the
present through preconceived ideological
constructs and live it through books. He
will be less able than others to invent,
improvise, make do with available re
sources, decide instantly on bold moves
when he is in a tight spot. " (Regis Debray)

Three of the most salient of the Bandung
inflextbilities are:

1. The inability to go beyond their
extended ethnocentric (nationalist)
concepts and into internationalism.

2. The under-estimation of the global
significance of the Afro-American
Liberation Struggle.

3. The rendering of psychological warfare
as being insignificant to a revolution
opposi~g raci9m.

We cannot Beal with one infleXibility
without dealing with all of them. But we must start
expediently yet unpragmatically. This means that we
begin to understand the importance of the Black
Americans' struggle for independence. There is much
that is of revolutionary relevance being created in
Black America. Its puberty makes it spontaneous and
romantic. WIth the understanding and assistance (on
all levels) from the Bandung World, the successful
evolution of the Afro-American Revolution can be
realised for the benefit of Mankind.

Indeed, the world cannot be liberated
until Afro-America is.



SIR, First of all I think the 'New African' has shot up
to being one of the best magazines in Africa and
secondly I like the way in which it makes everything
admissable, because this is necessary. It is
necessary to tell the truth as people feel it and
Stokely Carmichael is just as much admissable as
Martin Luther King.

For one thing Negro people can't take it any
more, all the hypocrisy and the slap on the cheek
and turning the other. I noted the letter of Stokely
Carmichael in the 'New African'. This feeling of
'I can't take it any more' comes out in fellows like
Stokely. Then there's Martin Luther King, who
attempts to set himself astride too many wild fires
and takes the most mental buffeting. The truth is
the real enemy, that the black man is abhorred and
detested for looking different and for too long he has
been the circus ape who knew nothing. People like
Stokely want to assert the right of the black skin to live
on earth. His shout of rage is a shout from the depths
of the power he is receiving by being the man down there.
This power is part of the black man's destiny.

I feel Mr. Stokely does not know this. He might
fall down on his knees and glorify his enemy, and try to
explain away the evil. When we try to explain the
subconscious thing that accounts for the brutal evil that
people are hated for just being born, (like Martin Luther
King: 'All hat red is bad'), we don't reach the depths
from where the black man's rights can finally be
established. Once this is established there will be only
social problems left.

( AME WITHHELD) Francistown, Botswana.

M~MWAKASOHG\)LA
SIR - It was disappoInting to find two errors in the
otherwise excellent article on Tanzania by Mr.
Mwakasungula in a recent issue.

The first is represented by the overworked
cliche "divide and rule". Speaking for the British
after 1918, they simply took existing systems as they
found them and regularized them. Thereafter the
effort was always towards larger, more powerful and
more homogeneous units, whether in Tanzania or
anywhere else. There is ample documentary evidence

.of this and there is no excuse any longer for a cliche
that is now almost dishonest.

The other mistake Is contained in the
Suggestion that it was~ the Europeans arrived
that Africans"started to identify themselves by
their tribes". How then did they identify themselves
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~ that time? As Tanzanians? - Dr. A. Slllery
Taylor Institution,

T"'~LArrCLEM (7O()OFfLLOW
SIR - I have noted your mention of the death of
Dr. Clem Goodfellow, who was head of the Depart
ment of History at UBBS, Lesatho. In the restricted,
thin atmosphere of South Africa, where understanding
was a terrible strain, it was possible to see those
who fully accepted the burden of their insIght as
living symbols of what they believed in. Clem had a
sense of the forces that were in conflict; he knew that
what was precious was enfeebled and close to
annihilation. No one could ratIonally and with
passionate sympathy ponder over the catalogue of
failures and betrayals that the non-white people have
suffered in southern Africa without some despair.
Anyone who supported with his whole will the hope
that the World Court last year would come to a saving
decision must have fel t a final blow.

I worked with Clem in the Grahamstown, Cape,
branch of the Liberal Party for eighteen months and
came to respect the clarity with which he understood
issues; the determination with which he pursued what
he decided was the best. He had none of the uncon
scious hypocrisy that makes life comfortable for most
liberal white people and was able to see the anomalies
that made the University town, with its proud settler
traditions, part of one of South Africa's most depressed
areas.

His spirit is free to watch the birds that he
loved on the Hogsback hills and and forests. I hope
it flits across and torments again the complacent
scoundrels who sit in the white university senate. 
Eric Harber
Gonville & Caius College,
Cambridge.

A~M:S 015T1<AC-,
SIR, Everything printed in the ~New African' of
October 1967 is good, well received and will be studied
for future comparison and examination. One
criticism: Africans need less dependence on arms and
more on self. A new state cannot succeed with an
arms burden. Arms distract. Peace stabilises.
This b rings prosperity.

icholas T. Chitsiga writes on page 15 of
the October issue: 'There is only one way to victory 
armed st ruggle' . Ask yourself and let him ask him self
if he has arms, if he makes arms. Does he have a
factory with skilled hands to make arms? Does he have
the money to buy arms? Does he have the means to
transport arms?

\ That is needed is political stability in each
African state to help prevent the needless slaughter of
SOD1e of its educated men. Those who have been
slaughtered could have been the leaders. Wise
counsel is needed to keep the affairs of African states
steadily balanced, so that African influence on world
affairs can become notable and noticeable in every
channel it moves in.

CHARl.ES L. CLARE
770 St. Marks Avenue, Brooklyn, New York 11216
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Our task is to relate the present to the past, that facet
of he past embodied in the oral poetic genre: the Southern
,'('sotho Praise Poem.

Against the backdrop of parallel developments in the
la rger territory that engulfs this small Lesotho like a rapacious
Dlonster landing blows tin total defeat, we must pinpoint some
llloments of historical importance in the social development of
he Basotho people of Lesotho as recorded in their in1mortal

praise poems, which dominated, if not entirely, almost the
\\>"hole Sesotho oral poetic tradition of the nineteenth century.

Confrontation in southern Africa, alienation of the land,
the mo res of the colonial period, migration of tribes, inter-tribal
wars for land, stock, and self- aggrandisement - all, belonging to
the sphere of reality, pressed on the ar'tistic imagination of the
clan, tribe, whole peoples, and sought expression in artistic
images. Suffice it to add that it is the nature of this human effort
that accounts for the specific nature of the praise poem where
ever and under whatever name it occurs. There lies at the
basis of the praise poem epoch-n1aking events, cataclysms. It
is permeated with the breath of the era. It bears the mark of
immortality because of lis popular character, of its popular
wisdom, as manifest in the richness of the idiom and its whole
gallery of images.

A se ries of wars has been lost and won on the soil of
Lesotho. These have been wars of liberation from foreign, as
well as domestic, oppression, although the colonial historians
have mischievously seen in them stock-theft and 'native' '
savagery. (It is fitting to disclose to the present generation
t~e fal.lacies of the slanderer's teachings that pose as genuine
11lstorlography. It is high time we decolonised our minds, and
looked at our past, not as spear- wielding savages, but as of
historical necessity).

In connection with the praise poem in Southern Sesotho
tw.o wars immediately impose themselves upon one's inquiring'
mInd: \Var of Seqiti (1865) fought at Thaba- Bosiu, Lesotho, and
The Gun - (or Disarn1ament) \Var which took place from roughly
1880 till 1884. These wars were fought between the Basotho
people and the colonial masters.

In particular, the War of Seqiti was a culmination of
a number of provocative wars on the part of the Boers and the
English. There were border conflicts and cases of stock-theft
which, however, have been exaggerated in favour of the '
conquering European tribes out to decimate thousands of
innocent people out of sheer land and wealth hunger. This was
he final heavy war fought between the Boers and the Basotho

that sounded the death knell of the autonomy of that mountainous
country. Historians and others tell us that the Basotho
r giments, under the direct command of the great Moshoeshoe
founder of the Basotho people - and hIS sons, depleted of their'
strength and overpowered by the heavy armaments of the Boers
negotiated for a treaty. This paved the way, through the '
calculated machinations of the missionary, for Lesotho' s
protection by Queen Victoria's England, which took place on
18th l\'Iarc h, 1868. Said King Moshoeshoe: ' .... to protect me
and the lice of my blanket (meaning Basotho people - M. B. )
from the encroachments of the neighbouring Boers.'

. It is on the occasion of this War of Seqiti that we read,
In part, from a praise poem of Lerotholi, King Moshoeshoe's
grandson who ruled I esotho from 1893 to 1913, the following
stirring lines:

'Hold your shield tightly, Rasenate's Son:
Your motherland is in danger of defeat. '

At the Bloemfontein Convention of 1852 it had been agreed
by the Boer Government of the Orange Free State, against strong
opposition from Basotho, to arbitrarily draw a border line
between Lesotho and that State. Lesotho lost what has been
known as the Conquered Territory, which includes the now
famous and rich South African Maize Triangle. Major Warden
was the culprit. Wepener, a Boer Commander, was shot dead
in 4865: hence, under the same heading:

He says Moshoeshoe should not leave the scene,
But rule forever
Now that giants like Wepener have been vanquished,
Fighters that fight overseas .. ,

And further:

Mokhachane's Bulldog, Lekena,
Is chasing Bloemfontein Boers. around the mountain,
He chases them till they turn their heads
Towards the West, where the sun sets ...

About Mokotoko, Makhabane's son, we hear the following:

On that day the deep waters billowed:
Waves of the sea moved in a dance,
And rivers swiftly flowed,
Blooming forth with summer lilies!
Animals forgot to graze,
Herds of cattle sang us a war song;
They began a song that echoed afar,
Even Shaka, the Ndebele, heard the tune
And said: Hail~ Thesele's Son,
Child of royal blood, you have reaped
A hundred times~

It is significant that Shaka, who has been very much
maligned, figures in this piece. This shows the respect
that he commands among his people as the hero who welded
variolls clans and tribes into a tremendous, formidable,
military force.

Ntsokoane Ratefane, who shot dead a Boer known
as Maphats'oe, says:

Ntsokoane chases Maphats toe;
Matats'oe also chases him~

Below the hut of Sehapi' s daughter
~ e heard a Boer weep at sunset.

The year 1880 saw a protracted, vicious ~rar drench Lesotho
in blood. Letsie 1, Moshoeshoe's son, was ruling the country
after his father's death in 1870. The sole aim of the War was
to disarm the Basotho people, thereby exposing them to the
gunpower of the bellicose Boer. Lesotho had been annexed to
the Cape in 1871; and this despite Letsie's vociferous protests
to Her Britannic Majesty's Government of the day.

Events in southern Africa, then, seemed to have been
patterned in the spirit of the Berlin Conference. Starting with
the Isandhlwana of 1879, under Cetshwayo; continuing with the
Xhosas under Sandile in the same year; and following with
Moorosi at Mokotjomela, Lesotho, the road to colonial butchery
and slavery was open. Basotho men had been working on the
mines and getting better guns in much larger quantities in order
~he better to defend their homeland against the Boer, and English,
Inroads. It is this weapon, superior to the one of the Cape
Rifles, that the Governor of the Cape, Sir Bartle Frere, figuring
in Sesotho praise poems as Mabeke-beke, feared. The running
dogs of the Establishment in Lesotho conspired: notably Sprigg,
alias Sepiriti, and Major Bell, alias Majorobela.

Chief Jonathan, contrary to the firm stand of Paramount
C~ief ~etsie I, abided by the rule of the Cape, thereby taking
wIth hIm to the enemy camp some minority_ Despite this split,
the undaunted, valiant Basotho men fought with their backs
against the wall. The whole Government fuss petered out
without a formal treaty. So fierce was the resistance and
so well marshalled were the spiritual powers and iron
determination of the people to defend their inalienable right!

The Gun War was the climax of popular heroism and
selfless dedication before the foe, the testing ground on the
threshold of nation building, of the solidarity of the nascent
nation at the death of tribal formations and the birth, in the
form of the whiteman's force of arms, of the new, deperson
alised social formations.



The praise poem of this period, then, is repleOte with
the meritorious qualities of the Basotho peopl , for, then] the
umbilical cord between chieftainship and the people did exist.
There was a commonwealth of interests, a unity of purpose
that expressed itself in the unquestionable and wholehearted
acceptance of all the injunctions and directives that flowed,
through appropriate or lans of popular power, fron1 chieftain
ship as a social and historically conditioned institution.

ays Chi f Maama duri.ng the Gun \\"ar:

Blac k ligh ning of Seeiso' s family
Burnt Maseru after midday.
Trower ran away in fear
Late the same afternoon~

\\'ould you see] Bartle Frere]
Hoping you see] Bartle Frere]
\,'hen re inl ent s exchange fi re ~

The soldier on a grey horse lay down:
\\'hy are you snoring] European child,
In such pouring rain?
_omeone has been eaten by Letsi 's Vulture
Has been eaten by Rasenate's Raven]
Vulture of Sekhobe' sand Makhabane I s family,
Sin of heavenly lightning, 1aam2 nahahotetsa.
He- goats collided,
He collided with the ram of .... prigg'
\\·'ith a whiff of a bullet I shot a Europeo.n dow·n.
He fell in front of the steed,
He f 11 in front of my steed] in fl'on of Koloboi.
His kin in vain picked hiD1 up;
They took up a stone- dead body,
\,'rapped it and threw it into the wagon,
Pretending that he would return to life ~ .
Dark blood from blood vessels in he he'ad
a the Cape white
Escaped our notice before we could write,
Before even telling th m by the word of Dl0Uth.
It told his kin near the sea,
It told his kin where abound schools of fish,
\Vhere waters commingle
That: In this manner we have be n to war;
\\'e have been to the violent flam s at Hamabilikoe's,
Not so far] at Mafa' sand Ramabaliko 's]
Not so far, at Suhlane's and Rarnpoi's,
At the ne k of Boleka and l'vlatheb e.
As we were playing, someone fell down
Being' lamojela's son, I've killed people,
I have killed people with my left hand;
Maybe it's because I'm left-handed,
l'vlaybe I can give them stomach ache~

And further:

A white brave left his home swearing]
Beaming with confidence and beating his chest.
Going to the extent of taking off his hat,
He stamped on it with his boots,
He trampled on it with his feet:
"Submit your guns, you Kaffirs~ 11

And we refused to submit ours.
Says Rafolatsane Letsie:

Cannon against foe, Mohato' s son,
Being thrown by Lekena Ralets 'abisa.
It scattered the lines of white braves;
They ran helter- skelter, overflowing the hills.
Sugar and beer stayed behind,
Coffee remained on the open veld;
Wagons have fallen into the river,
They fell into Ri\ver Caledon.
They crossed in a hurry,
They crossed the river in a hurry.
Upon reaching the other bank of the Caledon]
They looked over the veld this side
Only to find their kin flat on the ground,
Victims to a flight of birds of prey
Flying closely to the earth.
I am Mokhachane's disobedient son, Chesetsi,
The one crossing the river ai. high tide
To disorganise uropean ranks.
Fighting among European ranks,
He pierced with the handle of a spear,
Making a feast for birds of prey:
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C rovvs dragged him on the ground,
Insects entered into his eyes,
Vultures tore his chin
Ravens cut his tongue~

ashiphe Ramaneella had this, in part, to say:

Brown lightning of 'l\1alesaoand' ::'
Sent a flash across Khomokhoana;
He generated a far- reaching lightning flash.
The other shaft of it penetrated at Mabaleha t. ,

t Mabaleha's, at Khanyela's son.
The lion fights facing the dorp~

Letsoku's son, springbok of corn lands
Has caught a springbok with a spear
Above the shoulders,
Paralysing its forearms and shoulders
And throwing it to the ground~

Lion's son, be lioness, Seshophe:
He has broken the bones of bullocks,
Abandoning them li tering the veld~

Butterfly of shi lds, Seshophe,
He has snicked into Moeketsi's pocket
And playfully gnawed his private parts~

\\'ith Theko Letsie we observe cont::lmination, as it happens
in folklore:

Be on the alert, lakesi' s hero,
Your mothe r'land is in danger of defeat:
The Government is displaying the force of arms.

Chief L rotholi, already r ferred to in connection with
he onslaught of 1865, is a unique phenom non in Southern Sesotho

p raise poem, his imagery is at once larded with deep revolt against
th enemy, patriotic zeal, straightforward attack and deep feeling
of hunlan dignity and indignation at the \\ rongs m ed out to his
p ople. \Vith him words seem to turn into a thousand lethal weapon',
sharp as a r'azor blade, hurled like a grenade at an advancing en n1Y·
IIe ca Jls hirn self 'Semanl arela', one \"ho holds tenaciously to the task,
one who smokes oui. the foe.

Let hinl speak:

l\10hati's Sen18marela, Lekena,
One- who- smokes- out- people;
Smoke out prigg' s people ~

Knoc k down people with shields
Tha chalk may blur their eyesight.
Deep in his pool the crocodile glared,
He glared with his blood- red eyes,
And 10, the young white braves drowned'
Th young white braves fell into the jaws of

the snake,
The black snake, King's 'khanyapa', :;,
Spouted out a shaft of lightning flash ~

Rainbow of l'v'Ioshoeshoe I s land
Supported both the clouds and th earth]
\\'hen the arth trembled.
F all upon the foe at hand,
l'vIake short work of them, Sesotho way,
\\'ith your spears.
Kill them in thousands upon thousands
That ravens may perch on them ~

Concerning th allegations against stock-theft, he has this to say
twice in one praise poem:

Stop stealing my cattle, Sprigg,
And I shall stop stealing yours ~

He continues:

Boers, never try to try,

In Southe r'n esotho the prefix' 'Ia', which is I1ma,
denotes the name of a woman, in this case: Mother of
Lesaoana. Then it was common to s\\ ear by one's
wife 0 I' wives, often complicating the issue by referring
to the latter with the male name acquired dur-ing the
rite of maiden puberty. 1 oeshoe calls himself:

Mokali's husband, a. : tiger,
l\10kali's husband and J ~osi 1 s .

A huge water snake suppos d to 'call' people by
merely glaring at them.
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Go and cross at Colesberg,
Go and pass under Bloemfontein,
This year he is busy drowning the foe, this

'khanyapa' ,
'Khanyapa', cobra of Seeiso's family.
He swallowed a Boer whole;
His kin searched in vain for him
Among the mingling crowds of the war riors.
The white brave is whining: Baas Willem~

Where is this \iVillem you are calling?
Willem has fallen into the cliff that is Lerotholi~

He has finished all sorts of people:
The slave is in Lerotholi I s stomach,
The Bushman is in Lertholi' s stomach,
The turncoat is in Lerotholi' s stomach~

'V\ e observe here the use of _ frikaans words which have undergone
the phonetic changes of Sesotho language: helepa (help);
Jara (year); lisesemane (six months, literally, many six
months ~ ) This is not peculiar to Lerotholi. It was a
period of language contacts, substratum, tendency to name
the object according to its place of origin, borrowing, with
subjective and objective factors coming into focus.
Baas Willem, pronounced Vellem, has satiric undertones.

Some lines may be best understood with some
inkling into the history of the period. The fierce scene of
the Gun War, as told in Maama's praise poem, was Maseru,
the present capital of Lesotho. Chief Masopha commanded
the regiments, helped by Maama and Theko. Later Maama
moved to Mathebe and Maboloka to help Lerotholi. So,
Sprigg's ram he is talking about is Erasmus, the Boer that
played havoc among the Basotho ranks. Maama, the Vulture,
killed him. Lerotholi drives the point home in the following'
terms:

We are almost scorned by the foreign breed,
These men from the Cape and Bay~

Why not say the disdainful English cheats ~

The clique at the Cape thought we were helped,
Whereas we saw all the help go to Sprigg ~

Our ranks will be filled by the Boers:
This Brand has becolne Peete
Because he makes weapons to give to us.
Lekena ts always at fault:
He recently opposed Disarmament Act,
When armaments were dispatched to the Cape.
Lekena is always at fault:
His faults will be settled by his parents ...

Immediately after this line we come ac ross the genealogical
tree, the extended African family, that figures so much in
the oral genre under discussion.

Seeiso L etsie concentrates his fire on the episode
of Qalabane, where the Basotho regiments successfully
ambushed the foe. It is said that Qalabane to a Boer is a
red rag to a bull.

Day in and day out: 'Malere~~ Qalabane~ (Seeiso
Among the rocks of Qalabane Letsie)
'Malere turned into a lioness,
'Malere buried himself in the ground,
As a hundred soldiers opened fire at him.
The day women took three reeds
From a hut with a suckling mother:
One was placed at the back of a thatched roof,
One was placed on the side of a thatched roof,
One was placed in front of the thatched roof.
Black Cow of Kali' s nephew, turn back:
Ask about cattle from Sprigg's white braves,
Ask about cattle from Frere's white braves
And say: If you don't bring them back,
There will be war.
You will wade in blood, Servants of the Queen's

Government,
You will again face a bloody war;
You will wade in blood with your hands ~

(Here 'Mma' does not signify that the name
belongs to a woman. The re are exc eptions. )

Moiloa, one of Le rotholi 's he roe s, says:

'V\Tarriors turned into lightning flash, Shoalane,
They flashed and held people imprisoned at home;
They held Europeans imprisoned in an offic e in

Mafeieng;
The Europeans contented themselves
'V\Tith gravy made from horse meat;
They consumed cooked donkey ears ~

They called their kinsfolk from across the Caledon
To come to their rescue.
Those also ran helter- skelter~

Shoalane is Ralets' abisa' s thunder clap '.
He frightened Sprigg's braves
Coming to collect the guns.
They returned empty- handed,
Leaving the guns with Lekena I s warriors.

To take horse or donkey meat is taboo. To take gravy from
horse's meat is even worse~ Basotho themselves have been
taU1ted by Bar-olong for allegedly taking horse meat, of eating
the animal that they ride ~

On the other pole we have Chief Jonathan, of Leribe,
who occupied a different position in the Gun \Var. His praise
poems of the period, for all his being a turncoat, are gems.
There lightning, thunder, symbolise the sweeping power of the
Chief as he razed village after village to ground in his eagerness'
to be an example of a good chief. The action of Chief is
likened to that of lightning with the dramatic action remaining in
the almost violent verbs of motion. Here action and quality
come together under the same verbal cloak, thereby heightening
perception and rendering the mind receptive to the echoes of the
whole poetic piece. This style was later to be exploited by
Chief Griffith in his epic piece to the greatest poetic advantage.

It is because of Chief Jonathan's praise poen'l that
today it has become aphoristic to talk of the people of Le ribe
district as Linare, Litjotjela (Buffaloes),

"Handsome men to be selected for a seed of life!'.

Chief. Griffith, whose proper name is Moshoeshoe (Letlama), has
an epic piec e bursting with undertones of direct political agitation,
interspersed with astounding invocation of atmosphere, and
C' h ronologi cal cataloguing of historical facts.

The Gun \~!ar of 1880 closes the pages of history in
1 esotho, at least the annals of confrontation on the battle
field. Events in I esotho did not take place in isolation
froDl the rest of southern Africa. The whole region was
systematically turned into a blood bath in the name of V/estern
civilisation and other concomitant nonsense. The southern
peoples, then as now, are engaged in a mortal combat against
the common enemy, entrenched right in their homes, looking
for identity under the same sky.

The so-called Kaffir 'V\'ars or Kaffir Raids of the last
century were, in point of fact, wars of liberation. The
historian has been cunning enough to obscure connection
between events in I esotho and the neighbouring territories.
I t is obvious that 1880 was the culminating point that renders
further elucidation unnecessary. The destiny of these peoples,
bar points of detail and concrete strategic and tactical D1ethods,
is like that of twins in a womb. The more so in view of changes
in the international scene, the balance of forces since the fall of
Germany. The overall picture is that of a life and death
struggle on all fronts. The Sesotho praise poem has most ably
demonstrated one facet of social development in the south. This
is buttressed by the following voice of solidarity from the Cape
at the end of the Gun War:

Arise, ye sons of Thaba-Bosiu~

The hyena howls, the white hyena,
All ravenqus for the bones of Moshoeshoe,
Of Moshoeshoe who sleeps high up on the mountain.
Its belly hangs heavy and drags on the ground,
All gorged with the bones of warrior- kings;
It's mouth is red with the blood of Sandile.
Awake, rock-rabbits of Thaba-Bosiu~
She darts out her tongue to the very skies,
That rabbit- snake with female breasts
Who suckled and fostered the trusting Fingoes,
Thereafter to eat them alive.



The culprit here is Queen Victoria and, thr'ough her,
'he Cape Government which was instrumental in bringing about
untold hardships to the Basotho people in particular and the
other Bantu- speaking peoples of the south in general. The
image of the Queen has been grotesquely caught by the pen of
the poet.

This is an instance of the old dictum: Art binds
peoples together Ours in the south, alas, is art forged on
the anvil of stark reality~

V/hat lessons could be learnt from a close study of the
Southern Sesotho praise poem as an embodiment, of a people I s
views and aspi rations, as pages from the past?

The treasure trove of Sesotho culture needs systematic
and scientific study so that we may know ourselves the better,
\Ve must needs open the image of our forefathers, for the
battle they won on the battle-field is fast being lost behind
the smoke- screen of diplomatic talks, where th politician
Down with his slogans ~ - is a rogue infested with po\ver-
hunger like leprosy, Then dissemination must follow among
the rising generation, for are they not tomorr'ow's nation~

In the moment of trial, like the present one when
Thaba-Bosiu has turned into the scene of political massa re of
civilians; when, with the upsurge of national consciousness, we
seek to build a truly national culture based on genuine tradition
that incorporates world culture, the praise poen, thoko, comes
to the fore in our oral art. Its influence on contemporary
Sesotho literature, fiction and non-fiction, is obvious. However,
the chief, after years of indirect colonial rule, has shifted in
the scale of generally accepted values. He has grown
anachronistic, and superfluous. The new force, dynamic and
disciplined, has yet to emerge to dislodge this bould r.

In fact, the present constitutional arrangements in
ex- colonial Afric a do prove that the chief is now a figurehead
and nothing more. These arrangements are not to be taken
seriously, for they are the master's designs serving him till we
are bled snow- white ~

In Sesotho literature the praise poems ,'eems to have
found fertile soil in the idealistic cast of mind of some poets:
Azael Makara's 'collection of poems is nothing shor' of apologetics
at the service of Faith. The high style of the praise poem lies
in direct conflict with the insignificant con en

Makalo Khaketla has used the praise poem in his
historical drama, published in Sesotho, 'Moshoeshoe and
'hssionaries' (1947). Only that the playwright has b en out 0

extol the missionary effort to the detriment of the heroic figure
of Moshoeshoe. Historical truth has been distorted; the drama
lacks action and conflict. This is a conformist piece of lite ratur
His collection of poems, 'Lipshamathe' (1954) bears the sanle
nlark of cringing and ko\vtowing. He glows with. entimentality
towards Granny Victoria and King George VI, placing the latter
on the same level with 'Toshoeshoe.

It is fair to mention that Makalokhaketla I s political
ac ivities in the fifties owed much to the praise poenl and all that
it stood for. His political journalism, high- power d and biting,
in his own political journal, 'Mohlabani', (\Varr'ior) took shape
behind the battle that became its epigram: 1 erotholi's
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s replete with the praise poem from both esotho and Zulu.

Thomas }lofolof~ c1chievernent ha . b en in the field of depiction
of action, wh re he effectively makes use of the. esotho verb.
The synonyrn, with all its nuances, hcts been aptly exploited.
Th,ere are instances of rhythmic prose \\ ith repi ions of \\'hole

phras s and sentences just as in lVlaama's, Griffi his, or
.Iona han's praise poen1s, 1\l[ofolo also labours th adjective,
'Yhic h is the epithet of folklo re. He scatters metapho r's l' ke
the l\Tilky '.ray all ove l' the pages. Th Engli sh t r-anslation in
possession of the present author lamentably faj]s to deliver
1\10folo at his best, However, 'Chaka' is not all praise poenl;
it is folk tale and fic,ion. Only hat historical truth has been
blurred by a nlysticisni and a Euro- Christian thos that has
lopp d Chaka off his pedestal. Critics \vho have b .en opining
ab out 1\10folo' s r ligiousnes s expos e their own nar t'OW-

mindedness and one-sidedne s. They have never l'ela ed hinl
to hi ' social rnili u; and the histor'y of the \~Titing of h novel
in question has not b en ' udied. He wa working on two novels
at.the same time: 'Pitseng' and' Chaka'. Henc~.. some over-
lapping of themes and identity of characters~ Hi· pen portraits
of the heroes, concent ra i ng on the exte rnal featur s, is in the
tr'adition of folklore, though not exclusively so.

F ram such a past one anticipates a bright future.

11 Hold your shield tightly, Rasenate's , on:
Your motherland is in danger of defeat. 11

This was true, and the choice could not have been more
opportune. There are some flashbacks of this historic past in hi.'
novel, 'lVleokho ea Thabo' (Tears of Joy).

J. J. Machobane's romantic aspirations
have led him to the green pastures of the praise poem in
his poetic romp, , iTaphats'oe' and historical novel. 'Senate,
Shoeshoe ea Moshoeshoe', (Senate, Moshoeshoe' sLily). In
both these works he is not free from Thomas Mofolo' s
influence. Thomas lVTofolo's 'Chaka', a controversial novel,

~ "ote: The snippets that have been quoted give a rough
idea of the body of Sesotho praise poenls. The
onerous task of perfectly rendering in foreign
idiom an esoteric culture.. a series of experiences
unknown to the L nguage of SODl . other ei Cl, is
beyond the capabili y and aspiration of the pre 'ent
\V riter. (Pcll't of the praise poem beginning
I .Iothato 's, emamarela, Lekena I, is available in
English translation in Ezekiel 1\IIphahlele' s article in
IAfrican Culture Trends' in 'Independence' edited
by Peter Judd C T ew York, 1963). ~Ty SOUl ces of
,esotho originaL are men1.ory and Z. D. 1\'Iangoela's
collection published at Iorija, Lesotho in 1921.
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The practical prologue to the Arusha
Declaration has been as long established and as evi
dent as the ideological. Independent Tanzania has
consistently pursued policies designed to increase
the scope of the public sector" to vast control over
the economy in Tanzanian hands" and to provide oppor
tunities for fuller lives to all Tanzanians" not just to
a narrow elite. Before February 1967 the choices of
action and of pace were both more narrowly pragmatic
and more cautiously deliberate than they have become
since. In practice the successes as well as the
limitations of earlier actions have contributed to the
ability to undertake and the need to attempt a more
radical and faster-paced phase of socio-economic
change.

Through a series of purchases and joint ventures Tan
zania has since the early 1960s been quietly and steadily expanding
the public sector stake in mIning" manufacturing" export-import
trade" processing" banking and insurance. The National Develop
ment Corporation (industry" mining" hotels" ranching)" INTRATA
(import-export)" National Insurance Corporation" TANESCO
(electricity)" Co-Operative Bank" Tanganyika Bank of Commerce,
and co-operative federation cotton ginning and coffee pulping-
curing were all going concerns by mid-1966. A 50%-equity purchase
optiO'!1 was held in TlPER (oil refining)" the two major t NDC and.ls
under construction were owned fully or dominantly by ~ JOC a.nd
co-operative federations. In 1966 Zantam Road Services and
Tazama Pipeline were launched as Zambian - Tanzanian government
controlled corporations with approximately one-third Tanzanian
public-sector equity. There were two major failures: in co
operative marketing via COSATA (since reformed into a relatively
successful wholesale adjunct of INTRA TA)" and co-operative
transport on a national basis (now in liqnidatIon). These marred"
but were far from. refuting" an overall record of increasing and
increasingly effective public-sector participation in directly pro
ductive activity.

This record has been read in Tanzania as demonstrating
that public economic activity can be made to work efficiently and
profitably. However" the lack of weight in the financial sector and
the slow growth of direct ownership backed influence in manu
facturing created doubts as to whether a socialist economy could be
built solely by gradualism. At the same time the failure of the
Geneva Conference on Trade and Development (UNCTAD) and the
iInminent failure of the Kennedy Round of GATT to lead to any sub
stantial international economic system reform benefitting developing
economies underlined the fact that Tanzania1s hope for 80% foreign
aid financing of the public-sector Development Plan programme
and for large private industrial investment inflows on a continuing
basis were unrealistic. On the other hand, domestic development
finance (partly because of the establishment of an effective
National Provident Fund) over the first three years of the Plan
out-stripped the five-year target and stood at over 50% (as opposed
to a goal of 20%) of Plan finances actually secured and utilised.
Both the necessity and possibility of greater self-reliance were
seen to be convincingly demonstrated.

The early 1967 economic position was sound" despite un
favourable late 1966 weather" which indicated that 1966 1s 12% growth
of gross domestic products would not be repeated in 1967. Inter
national reserves had ~isen to over £20-million; a recurrent Budget

revenue surplus over estimates of £2-million was confidently anti
cipated. Economic manreuvering room for coping with the short-run
effects of radical chang~s was in hand. However" as President
Nyerere's long tour of January showed" the prosperous aggregate
figures and buoyant urban incomes were not matched by significant
per capita gains in rural real income over 1961-6. Too much of
the growth in consumption had gone to the urban elite - making
the 350" 000 wage earners as well as the growing salariat and
property owners and businessmen. The creation of a propertied
political- bureaucratic - technical elite with rapidly rising standards
of living, increasIng ties with the private productive sector" and a
growing gulf from 90% of the population was proceeding apace des
pite the government's and President's intentions and policies.

A first hint of this had come in the 1965 elections with
their dramatic sweeping out of most backbench and a few frontbench
MP s and a second in the violent reaction of university students to
sacrifices for rural development and austerity" shown in their de
monstrations in the autumn of 1966 against compulsory National
Service. Tanzania was getting ahead economically but neither the
distribution of gains" the overall pattern of economic control, nor
the emergent socio-politicalpatternswere acceptable to President
Nyerere nor a majority of the Cabinet. Nor were they consistent
with TANU's goals or in accord with any plausible reading of the
voters' desires as recorded in 1965 0

Corrective action began in autumn 1966. The student
demonstrators (almost 400 strong) were sent down; the delay in
manpower development was viewed as a necessary price to block
the creation of the material-welfare-oriented graduate elite" so
contempuous of the poor and ignorant" all too easily observed
elsewhere in Africa - verbally radical" arrogant" self-centred.
Civil service salaries above £660 were cut on a progressive scale
reaching a 10% top for Principal Secretaries and the Cabinet and
PresIdent took 20% cuts. Action was set in motion to create
machinery to limit urban wage increases to 50/0 a year and tie them
to productivity. The rate was seen as the highest plausible goal for
rural income per capita growth and" therefore" the maximum wages
could be allowed to rise without leading to growing urban exploitation
of the countryside. At the same time" studies were instituted"
aimed at creating a basically consistent civil service-parastatal
employee wage and salary structure to prevent emergence of a two
class public-sector income pattern. On another front" reformation
and strengthening of the co-operative movement was begun to
increase the role this arm of the public sector could play in
future implementation of development- strategy.

II

The week of February 6-11 was no less a series of bomb
shells for being a logical denouement. The continuation of 1966
pOlicy trends and the requirement that political 'leaders and their
immediate families divest themselves of all business and property
interests were~ and are" two vital strands in the post-Arusha
programme. But the most dramatic component was the nationalisation
of banks" insurance business (not existing policies)" flour milling"
selected import-export firms.t and - by somewhat different pro
cedures - partial nationalisation of seven major industrial firms
and (still to be formulated and implemented) the sisal industry. It
was and is also the area of action in which most could go wrong
most rapidly.

Overall results by mid-1967 ·were highly - indeed
surprisingly - positive. No bank run had ever developed and deposits
had risen significantly. Temporary capital-account exchange controls
against Kenya and Uganda were lifted in the June 14 Budget Speech
without any significant capital flight ensuing. A sharp trade re
cession follOWing nationalisation bottomed out in March-April in
the face of maintained retail sales and a rapid return to January
commercial sector levels was in progress until disruption of
imports follOWing Suez Canal closure - an event hardly to be
attributed to Arusha. After some transitional problems" all of the
fully nationalised firm s were operating effectively and - with the
exception of banking - making substantial use of holdover managerial
and technical expertise. Equally significant preliminary data indi
cated that all were operating well in the black. National Development
Corporation negotiations in five of seven cases were believed to be.
nearing final agreed conclu~ions on acquisition of 490/0- 60'- of equity
with associated loan provisions allOWing repayment to be largely
from dividends received on the shares. A similar agreement was
in the final stages of negotiation in regard to taking up the 011
refinery 5% purchase option.

Compensation discussions have apparently moved
reasonably smoothly and rapidly with four major exceptions 
Barclays and the Standard Bank and two of the partially nationalised
industrial firms. Two banks and the minority shareholders in the
National Insurance Corporation had already agreed on settlements
on the principle of payment for net value of assets acquired and an
impression existed by early July that fairly rapid agreements could
be reached with three or four more banks and most if possibly not
all of the trading firms and mills. Significantly in several cases



in which various liabilities to the former owners' other bra.nches
were important in relation to compensation claims, servicing and
repayment (including£. 85-million to National and Grindlays) had
been continued with only minor transi.tional delays. Full settlement
of the probable bill of f10-million including the partially
nationalised industries and the TIPER option purchase but excluding
the still undefined sisal programme - by immediate payment
is clearly not intended. Yet Tanzania apparently envisages making
substantial down payments" interest on unpaid balances, and full
settlement of all 100% takeover payments by 1972 with full converti
bility of payments to foreign investors guaranteed. Rough estimates
suggested that by 1970 annual earnings on this public-sector
investment should be on the order of £2-mill'on.

The outlook for early settlements with the British banks
appears dim. All three had been making and remitting over 100%
annual profits on net investments in Tanzania as recorded in their
books. Barclays and Standard had each frozen over £l-million of
Tanzanian deposits, rapidly withdrawn key staffJ and issued ten
dentious statements on the Tanzanian economy and probable com
pensation claims. An aura of real anger and a firm belief that
the banks - not Tanzanian - are acting unfairl and unreasonably
is evident in Dar es Salaam and is believed to be shared by the
experienced Danish auditing firm head retained by the Treasury to
handle auditing, valuation and other technical aspects of com
pensation. With the National Bank of COlnmerce functioning with
growing efficiency and assurance, possessing a worldwide network
of correspondents" and having built up £5-million in overseas
balances ( surprisingly, without any parallel reduction in Bank
of Tanzanian foreign exchange holdings which stood at £22 -million
in June)J Tanzania feels under no pressure to settle on the British
banks· terms of over £6-million pounds when net assets per the
banks' own books stood at under £l-million at the time of
nationalisation. A series of settlements with other firms 
including banks - is likely to be advanced by Tanzania as clear
evidence that her policy of fair compensation promptly agreed
upon is being followed in practice and that the banks have only
themselves to blame for any deadlock.

What stresses and strains the nationalisation process
has posed and how heavy the present burden on key officials and
managers is, are questions exceedingly difficult to answer from
the outside. Certainly... the Ministry of Finance" National Devel
opment CorporationJ and (at least in February-April) ational
Bank of Commerce and National Insurance Corporation have
appeared to be operating at well above permanently sustainable
workloads for existing senior staff with resultant delays in handling
issue s of l~ss than top priority. At least in the last tree case s
both structural reorganisations and recruitment of additional senior
per sonnel appeared by mid -year to be creating a e ss hectic and
more orderly pattern of operations.

By December 1967 further progress was visible on
several fronts. Counting the 60% industrial companies (as well
as sisal in which nationalisation took definite form only in November)
final agreements had been negotiated covering over 50% of the total
volume of nationalisations. Several large settlements in banking,
milling and export-import appeared likely to be reached in late
1967 or early 1968. Tanzania appeared well on the way to acnieving
the fastest and in many respects the most amicable set of agree
ments in respect of compensation of any country ever carrying out
a broad front nationalisation programme. Estimates of the total
ultimately payable run between £15-million and £20-million.

Sisal nationalisation - predictably under the aegis of a
parastatal Tanzania Sisal Corporation - involves somewhat over
thirty-five companies and twice as many estates. The TSC
directly owns and operates several groups and holds a controlling
60% interest in a larger number. Combined with the previous
government shareholding in Ralli Estates (whose general manager
has now gone to the TSC in the same capacityL the nationalisation
provisions give the public sector control over 60% of Tanzania's
sisal production. Tanzania's present sisal policy is apparently
intended to operate on at least three fronts: rationalisation and
improvement of production, attainment of an effective inter
national sisal agreement, creation of more diversified uses for
sisal. The TSC is planning to make increased use of hybrids
and of improved agricultural methods to raise yield and lower
cost per hectare on the best sisal land while developing other
uses for its marginal land. The September Rome sisal agree
ment already provides for 1968 quotas designed to result in
pushing sisal prices at least back to their 1965 levels; these
prices.. while depressed, would allow at least a breakeven or
marginal profit position for the Tanzanian industry. The long
pending investigations and discussions on a sisal pulp and paper
mill directed largely toward the export market seemed to be
nearing a positive conclusion with a possible boost of 30.. 000 tons
fibre equivalen t to Tanzania by 1971.

Nationalised sector operations continued to show rising
efficIency and profitabUity in the latter half of 1967. ational
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Bank of Commerce and State Trading Corporation preliminary
announcements in particular suggested that the parastatal bodies
were securing economie s of scale and elimination of duplication
allowing higher profits than the aggregated totals of their private
predecessors. In the case of several firms the new operating
management takes the form of hiring the former private owners
(especially where they remain minority owners) as managing
agents with contractual obligations to train Tanzanian successors
in a specified manner over a definite period of time.

Business confidence continued to revive in the latter
part of 1967. The good short rain s which promised improved
agricult ural prospects for 1968" the signing of the East African
Treaty in June and its coming into force in December, and the
government's demonstration that it neither in tended to engage
in random nationalisation nor in harassment of business all con
tributed to this result. By the autumn, consumer goods import
levels were running parallel with or slightly ahead of 1966 levels.
Private investment explorations and discussions - both domestic
and foreign - appeared to be continuing at a high level. The
decision to proceed with the NDC agreement with Mansfield Tyre
Co. in respect of a Sh 45 million plant aimed at the East African
Regional market was announced almost immediately after the
East African Treaty came into force December 1.

While British devaluation resulted in substantial short
term losses for all three East African states it appeared unlikely
to affect their basic economic position significantly.. a view
apparently reflected in the joint East African decision to maIntain
the IMF parity value of the Tanzania, KenyaJ and Uganda shillings.
The entry into operation of the East African Community at ArushaJ
December 1 - especially marked as it was by membership appli
cations from Ethiopia and Zambia and an indication of at least
one more in the immediate future - was probably a far nlore
significant event in terms of Tanzanian and East African develop
ment. In the short run 1968 appears likely to be a better year
than 1967. Bad rains in late 1966 and early 1967 have probably
held growth of domestic output to 4%- 5% in 1967 compared to
1966's record 10.5%. With satisfactory short rains already in
hand and 1967' s continuation of rapid growth in the non-
agricul tural economy to confirin the 1964- 6 trend a 7%- 9% growth
rate for 1968 appeared a reasonable prediction as 1967 drew to a
close.

What has been achieved in addition to a potentially
profitable public- sector investment? Direct control over the
modern sector of the econorny and over savings lnobilisation
appears to be the imlnediate answer. The National Provident
FundJ l'YIC, Be J and Co-Operative Bank mobilise and channel
almost all private savings other than direct reinvestment. The
fully and partly nationalised firIns together with previous holdings
add up to a 40%-50% public-sector stake in manufacturing and
processing. Taking manufacturing, processingJ finance .. public
utilitiesJ and mining together the public sector controls between
65% and 70% of the core of the modern productive sector. The
implications and potential for overall investment allocation
economic policy implementation, and effective comprehensive
planning are clear. How soon significant and consistent use can
be made of this potential is less certain. The 1969-74 Second
Plan period may be the most realistic expectation. 1968" how
ever, will probably see initial action in redirection of financial
institution resources at least marginally in support of expanded
parastatal and co-operative investment progran'lmes and
rationalisation and planned expansion in the Inilling, tinningJ
commercial and banking sectors. To date, the paucity of high
level personnel - far more than lack of either will or vision 
appears to have required that attention be focused on handling
transitional questions of cornpensation, managelnent contractsJ
transfer of control and achieving continued efficient and profit
able operation, While frustrating to those hoping for instant
change s in overall economic sy stem operation, this systen'l of
priorities has at least had the merit that unless a successful
transition is achieved no basic strategy for change can possibly
be implernented successfully, To turn private-sector profits
into public deficits neither stimulates development nor promotes
sociali Sln,

III

Overall policy since the Arusha Declaration, while
superfic .ally less radically al tered than public-ownership
p.olicie s, also show s a fairl) consistent and cumulatively signi
~lcant pattern of change. Separation of business and politics
IS proceed"ng - albeit with a number of grumbles and possibly
a few resignations. One cluster of noticeable developments
focuses on education and rnanpower.

Ninety per cent of the expelled students have been
reinstated - hopefully with at least more respect for the
government's commitment to acting on behalf of the poor workers
and peasants and perhaps with some rethinking of the obligations
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of indiv idual members of an educated, salaried elite toward
national development. Serious Party, Presidential and Minist
erial attention is being paid to reforming primary education to
centre less on the (at most) one in ten who will continue to
secondary school and more on the majority who will live and
work in the rural society -economy. The difficulty which has
bedevilled previous rural-life-oriented programmes of
education in Africa is in the achievement of a genuine and
relevant education and not a smattering of low quality pseudo
craft-training cum punitive gardening. This is recognised
and some of the initial efforts toward more agriculture - oriented
syllabuses appear promising.

Tanzania's manpower planning unit has always been
not only one of the most effective sections of its Ministry but
one of the most serious manpower planning operations in
Africa. One result of its ongoing reassessment of requirements
::lnd supplies has been a major shift in priority toward increasing
flow s of secondary school and university graduates to the
directly productive (parastatal) sectors and in shifting the
allocation pattern of university scholarships along similar
lines. In this it is perhaps the first African national manpower
planning programme to act on the fairly clear fact that if a
country is serious about achieving control over economic
decision-making then productive-sector managerial and tech-
nical positions are priority candidates for "citizenisation Jl

- far
ahead, of the last 200/0 of the civil service or the last 30%-40%
of secondary school teachers. The irrational combination of
serious ambitions toward comprehensive planning and national
management of the economy on the one hand combined with
allocating almost all national high level manpower to
traditional central government and teaching positions has been
a major weakness of even the best of African manpower devel
opmen t and allocation plans - vide Zambia's recent endeavour.
One effect of Arusha has apparently been to bring an effective
realisation of this fact in Tanzania.

The 1967-8 Budget has clearly been framed with
the goals of self-reliance, increased development effort
especially in rural areas, and progress toward equitable in
come distribution and socialism in mind. Rather oddly this is
most evident in the Budget Speech and the Revenue Estirnates.
Both report and propose a coherent pattern of extending and im
proving the quality of overall and particularly financial sector
economic policy linked with an ambitions and lnoderately pro
gressive programme of tax increases which - apart from the
special case of coffee - clearly have far greater urban than rural
incidence. Much of the 1966-7 surplus of revenue over esti
mates has bee~ allocated to BC and NIC capitilisation, an DC
tannery project designed to speed cattle industry development,
and clearing a number of unavoidable accrued commitments to
free 1967- 8 funds 'for development purposes. Counting an initial
allocation of £. 75-million to compensation (expected to be
augmented by at least as much in profit transfers from the
nationalised firms), the recurrent budget contribution to devel
opment comes to £3-million compared to a nil estilnate and
£1. 5-million outturn in 1966-7. Domestic development finance
estimates have risen to a record £ll-million with no apparent
intention to utilise deficit finance beyond the counterpart of
currency expansion needed to accompany increased domestic
product.

Agriculture and co-operatives, rural roads, and
other spending of direct benefit to the rural economy and society
appear to show an average 25% increase on recurrent expendi
ture estimates compared to 9% for all ministerial votes. On
development account their intended growth (counting only projects
for which finance is provided in the estimates) ranges up to
75% compared with about 30% average increases over the com
parable 1966-7 figures. Expansion of rural credit, closer
linkage of industrial development to providing markets for rural
output and producing mass consumption goods and construction
materials for and inputs into the rural economy, and more
effective feasibility and pre-implementation programming all
feature prominently in the Minister of Economic Affairs and
Development Planning's speech on his 1967- 8 programme.
Details on these points - except the improvements in planning
and plan implementation and control procedures - are rather
sketchy but a clear prioretisation and focus does emerge.

On the East African front, June 6 saw the signature
of the Treaty for East African Co-operation setting up the
reformed East African Economic Community effective December 1.
Most of Tanzania's points in regard to more equitable distribution
of the income effects of the joint services and the creation of
policies and funds for encouraging more equal industrial develop
ment appear to be met in way s consistent with effective action by
the parastatal sector in taking advantage of the opportunities
provided.

The Arusha Declaration's affirmation that subject

to bUilding self reliance and socialisln continued and even ex
panded foreign aid and private investment were desired has been
underlined in subsequent policy. 1966-7's increase in overseas
technical personnel recruitment and the need to step up this
'renting' of manpower in support of national development including
manpower training has been stressed. Toe 1967- 8 Budget calls
for the use of £12 - million of foreign loan s and grants (all secured
but not over £10-rnillion really likely to be used because the
funded development prograrnrne alluost certainly exceeds phy sical
and manpower capacity limits) and at least £2-million more is
likely to be invested in support of parastatal development. 1967-8
therefore may Inark the first time Tanzania has regained the
1961-2 level of foreign loans and grants received after a 50% fall
to 1963-4 and a rather sluggish recovery since.

Both jointly with NDC - which has recently completed
formation of two significant new joint ventures - and alone prIvate
investment in Tanzania since Arusha has continued to be signi
ficant. Industrial Promotion Services - the large and important
Ismaeli Community investment and management trust - has indi
cated its intention to continue its recent high levels of investment
and is negotiating for closer relations with NDC including a
substantial NDC shareholding in IF S.

The second half of 1967 saw continued attention to
implementation of the education, rural development, and incomes
distribution a~pects of the Arusha Declaration. While actual
results were still limited and the degree to which specific pro
programmes in hand or in preparation would meet the aspirations
expressed in the declaration, enough had already been accomplished
to indicate that serious efforts ! n planning, policy formation
and insitutional reform were being made and that much more than
lip service or routine programme face lifting was under way.

Rural development strategy in particular appeared to
be in the midst of overall reformulation. A rural development
bank to provide better channels for credit distribution to farmers
through co-operatives and to other rural productive ventures 
perhaps through the National Bank of Commerce - is reported to
be under detailed study. A new Regional Development Fund to
expedite the implementation of small projects, provide for
regional\ initiative in their selection, and marbnall local resources
to complement national in their effectuation was scheduled to
commence operation in early 1968. The theme of rural co-operation
directed to improved techniques a'1d inputs provided largely through
self help with supporting government educational and technical
services and credit - as opposed to capital intensive settlernent
schemes - had been stressed again by President Nyerere in a
paper on Ujaama Villages.

Incomes and prices policy machinery began to take
shape in the late autumn. A new industrial tribunal to ensure that
wages guidelines limiting overall increases, relating them to
productivity, and ensuring that they tended to decrease inequal
ities among wage earners was set up by legisl?ttion at the Mwanza
session of the National Ass·embly. A programme for co-ordinating
levels 'of non-wage and salary benefits prOVided in the parastatal
sector to those provided by the government service was adopted.
Price controls were imposed on a limited 11st of staple goods and
an advisory board set up to provide a forum for focusing attention
on unwarranted price changes allOWing subsequent marshalling of
public opinion - and if necessary state action - on problem areas.
The need to ensure that no insurmountable pressures were imposed
on the incomes and prices machinery in its early day s of operation
probably played a part in the Tanzanian decision not to devalue the
shilling mentioned earlier.

IV

The combination of enthusiasm for Arusha Declaration
implementation with Tanzania's rather decentralised decision
making process and limited high level manpower and communication
capacities has led to an appearance of disorder and of aberrational
policy decisions as well as to a rather larger but far less publi
cised number of sound local initiatives. The Regional Commissioner
who interfered with NBC operations received much more publicity
than those who promptly offered their support; the Regional and
Area Commissioners who (usually jointly with their party and
development committees) have worked out effective agricultural
and area development programmes based on self reliance are little
known outside their home areas but the much smaller number whose
initiatives have been less soundly considered have received far
greater press coverage.

An example is the "urban influx contrOl" - " rural
return encouragementll programme. Given African social and
economic conditions a large body of urban unemployed and un
employable is almost certain to arise given a 'laissez faire' approach
The social and political impact of such an anomistic, frustrated
pseudo-proletariat are potentially disastrous. In Tanzania - which
has adequate fertile land available in most areas - the most plausible



solution is to limit movement to cities and require return to the land
for those who clearly have no real prospects of legitimate urban
employment. A number of areas (including several secondary towns)
have implemented reasonably successful action along these lines
linked with some assistance to the returned individuals during a
transitional period. In Dar es SalaatTI, however, a less well con
ceived and more sweeping programme was projected and widely
publicised. If implemented in its original form it would have led
to inequities, denial of individual rights, and considerable chaos
as certain legitimate avenues of self employment were arbitrarily
defined as "unemployed".

Immediate and sustained widespread criticism was
voiced, initial changes toward more orderly and fair procedures
were made apparently under Cen tl'c; ~ Goyernment influence, and in the
event a very cautious and limited (probably too rnuch so) set of
actions directed almost solely against known vagrants with
criminal records and unemployed willing to accept the offer of free
transport to their home areas was carried out.

This example typifies one aspect of the decision making
and governmental structure in Tanzania which is misleading to the
casual observer. One of Tanzania's strengths is that wide partici
pation and considerable decentralisation in decision making has
been achieved and maintained within an overall framework of clear
overall national goals. Tanzania is far from monolithic in its
approach to issues or programmes, policies or projects-discussion
is by and large free and open and there is wide room for local and
individual initiative. However, especially in the context of limited
manpower and faul ty communication (within government between
levels and at anyone level, as well as between the capital and the
regions, and the regions and smaller units), there is a price for
these characteristics. It is one of apparent and often real incon
sistencies, sometimes unsound local or ministerial initiatives,
and an appearance of a chaotic, and a reality of a somewhat mess~
decision making and implementing process. The last point is
magnified by the fleXibility of the sy stem - wrong decisions are
fairly readily and freely recognised as such and steps taken to
reverse them, consistent with a new approach to the basic goal
intended. Some such strategic retreats have been made) with
open discussion and publicity rather uncharacteristic of govern
ments retreating from mistakes; e. g. co-operative and trade
union reforms, initial "transformation" settlement scheme freeze.
Others have been equally real in practical policy effect but less
publicised; e. g. the Dar es S3.laam urban unemployed programme
cited earlier. Both the built-in evaluation mechanisms of the
government and the responsiveness to public opinion of both the
government and the party tend to avoid pe rsistence in error.

Clearly, false starts are expensive; clearly, incon
sistencies and non-coordination waste resources. On the other
hand, obvious methods of curing the se defects by greater central
isa tion, le ss freedom and initiative, and slower decision making
would probably entail higher costs than gains. An appearance of
consistency and order could be achieved but only at the expense
of creativity, participation, flexibility and responsiveness. Almost
certainly, le ss would be achieved and the danger of alienation of
the government and party from the people and of higher from lower
officials, which are always terrifyingly immediate in Africa, would
be sharply increased. Certainly, there is a less than fully recog
nised need to improve efficiency in order to maintain the momentum
in this direction generated over 1964- 7 because the alternative is
probably a deterioration of the government decision making process
into fragmented chaos and ineffectiveness.

On the other hand, serious attention is focused on
the problem and some corrective measures are alread.y in progress.
A basic cure cannot be achieved until highly qualified Tanzanians
and the programme s of adult and local leader eduction (including
those of TANU) are much more numerous and effective than at
present. Recent re - shuffling of ministrie s and of per sonnel has
been aimed at increasing coordination of policy making and in
strengthening the capacity for regional and area development oriented
administration. At the same time at least three officials viewed as
exemplifying irrational interference with parastatal and for private
bodies have been quietly shifted to less sensitive posts or dropped.
The revised planning procedure s cited earlier and a serie s of inter
ministerial official committee s already appear to be having some
effect in coordinating and focusing central government policy making.
Tanzania's strength certainly does not lie in the ability never to
make mistakes but in the ability to perceive, correct, and learn
from them.

The greatest present problem is probably holding the
Speed attempted on the road from Arusha within the limits of the
attainable. Speed is essential - time is against poor nations com
batting rising expectations and the ever present threat of situational
demagoguery in general and the would - be socialist democracy seeking
to avoid entrenchment of a dominant domeStic capitalist system while
utilising the development potential of a mixed economy and signifi
cant foreign resources. Unfortunately, there is a point at which
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greater attelnpted speed has led to slowdowns or breakdowns - vide
Ghana, GuineaJ Algeria and in sorne respects the UAR.

Because there are few built-in, self-operating checks
on the senior public entrepreneur, planner, technocrat, rninister J

adviser or administrator, such men must be rnore irnaginative,
able,' dedicated and honest than their counterparts in a basically
private enterprise econom;y if high ideals are to be Lnaintained and
attained. It can be argued that the private enterprise alternative is
not really possible in Africa because the socio-econolnic setting
makes it inevitably self corrupting - vide the exper:ence of Liberia,
Morocco and Nigeria with quasi - capitalist cum bureaucratic /political
class ruled systems - but this does not ease the constraints on the
socialist approach. If the handfull of rnen with integrity, ability, and
vision are overworked either men lacking in one or more of these
qualities gain real operating power at the centre or overall control
is lost and both men without vision and men of ill intent have too
much licence to misinterpret and non or misimplement accidentally,
or with deliberate intent. Concentration of human and decision making
resources on the most critical areas is essential to rapid develop
ment including that of human resources and decision Inaking capacity.

By December 1967 a series of measures designed to
implement the Arusha Declaration I s provisions for the separation
of public sector leadership and private business roles had been
adopted. In respect of politicians these had been passed by the
National Assembly at Mwanza after moderately heated debate and
a very limited number of amendments making minor exceptions in
respect of seasonal farming and professional office assistant
employment but not rental housing. The effective date for divest
iture of business interests - or retirement from public life - for
both political and government or parastatal servIce officials is
the first anniversary of the Declaration. It is already evident
that there will be a number of political resignations and possibly
a few among the senior public service but that the numbers are
unlikely to be large enough to cause major problems in political
governmental or public sector administration.

One minor political I eau se celebre' did erupt in
Tanzania during the summer of 1967 - the so - called 'affalre
Kambona'. While never as Widely discussed or as seriously taken
in Tanzania as abroad it did demonstrate the sometimes surprising
incongruities in a position of radical nationalism" verbal socialism,.
and per sonal business involvement, on the one hand, and the
critical role of popular and armed services office loyalty to the
government on the other.

Oscar Kambona had been a founder and Secretary
General of TANU as well as a leading parliamentarian and cabinet
men1ber. While he was saId to have lost in influence relative to
Vice President Kawawa, he and his family remained an acknow
ledged force in TANU and the government. The Kambona's had
built up a number of connections with dome stlc and foreign private
business and many of them lived in relative affluence; on the
other hand Oscar Kambona had always been viewed as a member of
the radical Wing of TANU and been subjected to often vitriolic
Western criticism as a friend of the East.

At the time of the Arusha Declaration it was widely
believed that Minister Kambona had favoured more wide ranging
nationalisation, especially of foreign owned firms, and felt that
the fair compensation promises were too generous. However, in
subsequent ministerial changes Kambona appeared to be demoted
and resigned first from the Cabinet and then from the TANU
Secretary Generalship pleading ill health. Rumours - believed
to be traceable to Kambona and his associates - began to
circulate saying he had been pushed out by a cabal plotting against
the President and the Declaration. Kambona declined to clarify
his position. Several individuals - including the cashiered
Secretary General of the TANU Youth League, who had been fired
for interference with parastatal institution operations - then
approached army officers in the names of Kambona and former
Zanzibar Vice-President Hanga seeking a coup to save the
Declaration and the President by overthrOWing the government.

The officers reported directly to their commander and he to the
President. Five detentions resulted - not including Mr. Hanga,
who appears to have been quite unaware of the use of his name.

Kambona then departed for the United Kingdom, taki1
substantial funds with him and threatening major disclosures. At
the same time it began to be heard in Dar es Salaam that his
differences with his colleagues had indeed centred on the Arusha
Declaration but on his opposition to the divestiture provisions for
Tanzanians. Despite statements by both the President and several
Ministers that Mr. Kambona should indeed state openly why he had
resigned and left and, by implication, what his relationships were
~ith tho~e o~,hiS supporters who had sought to suborn a coup, no

revelahons and for that matter no press conference transpired.
In. Tanzania Kambona and his allies were not only apparently
wlthout substantial support but no longer the object of serious
interest or discussion by late autumn. Tanzania's political system
had apparently answered a question often asked by friends and
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members as well as critics and observers - of many African
political structures - what will happen when the first major
defection takes place? Neither the stability of the government~ the
rule of law, the possibility of open criticisms of public policy ~

the loyalty of the armed forces, or the confidence of the public
were ever seriously called into question at any point in "l'affaire

Kambona" .
Certainly President Nyerere and his senior ministers

have proven themselves well aware of these unpalatable facts in
the past. Their record is that of pragmatic~ realistic, and cautious
men of principle committed to basic goals and their realisation by
methods which were both consistent with the goals and practicable.
The truism that freedom of action is possible only with a clear
understanding of the nature and limits of the basic necessity within
which it operates has been acted upon in most cases. If this
pattern continues and the success to date of Arusha implementation
does not lead to an attempt to introduce another major speeding up
of the pace of change over the next eighteen months before present
gains can be consolidated and formulated into an ongoing operational
pattern there is reason to expect Tanzania's record of imaginative,
principled and successful social~ political and economic develop
ment shaped by and for Tanzanians to be maintained and built
upon.
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for itself that U. D. 1. was inevitable ... an admirable
account of an exciting episode in history. I Hugh
Hanning in The Guardian 2 plates, 1 map 42s net
Institute of Race Relations

*Paragraphs between asterisks have
been added to complete this study to
the end of 1967.

ZAMBIA: THE POLITICS OF INDEPE TDE CE

David C. Mulford

COLONIAL SE~UENCE:

1930-1949

Based on a unique collection of government and party
materials, this is a study of the critical years of
Zambia's transition from white minority rule to
African government and independence. 55s net

Margery Perham

'... she marches into history, alongside the Colonial Office, as an
institution ... there is a prophetic ring in almost every page. Most
students in search of a gem will sling their picks instinctively at her
various essays on Central Africa. They will not go unrewarded.'
The Times Literary Supplement 55s

A HISTORY OF
POST-WAR AFRICA
John Hatch

AFRICAN INTEGRATION AND DISINTEGRATION
Case Studies in Economic and Political Union

Edited by A rthur Hazlewood

The first detailed analysis of the experiences and
problems of economic and political integration in the
various regions of tropical Africa. It includes studies
of the Equatorial Customs Union, the East African
common market, the question of the integration of
Senegal and Gambia, Nigeria, the defunct Federation of
Rhodesia and Nyasaland, the Somali Republic, the
reunification of Cameroon, French- speaking Africa,
and pan-Africanism and integration. 9 maps, 1 chart
75s net Chatham House

This account of post-war Africa first appeared in 1965 and was
acclaimed as a distinguished study of a most involved subject. For the
present edition Mr. Hatch has specially written a long preface
discussing the most important developments since 1965.
University Paperback 18s

EDWARD WILMOT BLYDEN
PAN-NEGRO PATRIOT 1832 - 1912

Hollis R. Lynch

Studies in African History, No. 1

SENEGAL
A Study of French Assimilation Policy

Michael Crowder

The African personality, Pan-Africanism and negritude
are all concepts which developed under the stimulus of
Blyden's thinking. This study of his life throws new
light on West African and American Negro history in
the late nineteenth century. 2 plates 42s net
West African History Series

Edwin S. Munger

Title control No· -, .. ..

\. (............................... ~ ..

S
UniverSity of KW~2oiu- atal

P'etermaritzbu rgOXFORD
UNIVERSITY

Both aspects of nationalism in South Africa are here
re- examined in the light of the sweeping 1966
electoral gains of the National Party, the d.evelopment
of Bantustans, and the accession to power of
Mr. Vorster. 1 map 25s net
Institute of Race Relatio

,....--~~~----~-

AFRIKANER AND AFRICAN NATIO ALISM
South African Parallels and Parameters

'lucid and meticulously written book .. : International Affairs
'This volume contains a great deal of information and many useful
references which should be of much value to any student of the trade
union movement in Africa: Journal of Administration Overseas 63s

TRADE UNIONISM IN AFRICA
Jean Meynaud and Anisse Salah-Bey

'This book, originally published in 1962, has been so substantially
revised and rewritten, with a new chapter on independent Senegal and
footnotes and index, absent from the first edition, that it is well worth
returning to, even for those who have the 1962 version. . For the
subject is a vital one for understanding developments and attitudes in
one of the key countries of francophone Africa .. : West Africa
Paperback 1 2s 6d
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