O·ctober 1967

Africa: 1s6d USA,Canada: 50c Rest of the world:2s6d

The New African

\lol.V I N 2
YI
o.

Published by Gransight Holdings Ltd.,
12 Gayfere Street, London, W.1.

!"'"

::;
trl
~

~

0<
trl

Afri<.:a airmail £2, surface mail £1
United States
of America, Canada airmail $7, surface mail $5
Rest of the world airmail £2 lOs, surface mail
£ 1 10s
Students less 25%
60 PADDINGTON STREET
MARYLEBONE LONDON wl
EN G LA N D.

t:1

::;
0

~

t"'C

~'

~

~
t:2
0-

Ill)

eo

'go
<:

(jQ'
t:2

n

~.

Weapons of transformation
Seven years after f'Africa Year'! and the African
Revolution moves on. The Western World's flow of
self-congratulation at its redeployment of its colonial
re sponsibilitie s has long since cooled. For others
Africa remains a minor sector of the Cold War front.
The World's communication media tell a shocked and
reproving story - from Bukavu, Enugu, the KenyaSOITlali bo rde r, southe rn Sudan, the Z ambe zi
valley, wherever at any time the strains of Africa's
taut fabric became too great for peaceful transition.
Inevitably development has no audience - no'r has
growth, resolute planning of a new Africa free of the
chains of the past yet able to draw on the living force
they bound.
With those chains still tight around South Africa,
Rhode sia and Portugal's slave state s, with enormous
tasks of reconstruction, Africans themselve s may
think there is little time for reflection, for soberly
exploring the past and future, for the circul~tion of
free ideas, for criticism and analysis, and that intellectual activity which enriches and creates in other
countries. But free expression of ideas is the foundry
from which Africa's strongest weapons of transformation will come.
For nearly six years the New African has worked in
this foundry. In its sixth year, the reaction against
Africa abroad, and the preoccupation of Africa with
its material needs have made it just short of imp'ossible for the New African to work on. Instead of the
ten issues on)y four will appear, but they will be twice
the length of the standard monthly issues. Plans are
being made to carry the magazine forward into 1968
in a style that face s up to tHe new situation. Until
then, and f or the shortcomings of Vol VI No 2
(which was produced with great difficulty) we ask
forbearance. The "battledress'" New African of the
coming pe riod will, like the new Africa it trie s to
illuminate, be strengthened by the austerity of the
new conditions.

In Memoriam
The recent deaths of two South Africans, Chief
l.Juthuli, revered leader of the African National
Congress, andPatrickDuncan, militant supporter ci.
the African cause, have been widely mourned. Their
passing has come at a time when the ideas both
stood for' are being called most seriously in question.
Luthuli, who "knocked at a closed door, patiently,
moderately and modestly" for thirty years, subsequently moved with his organisation, the African
National Congress, into a period of protest, pressure,
defiance. Who is to say whether or not his banning
order silenced him from expressing views that would
have made hi s Nobel Peace Prize award seem

inapposite? Duncan, once the eloquent advocate of
nonraciali srn, the admirer of Gandhi, the liberal man
of the West, joined the Pan-Africanist Congress in
exile and actively worked for the violent overthrow
of white supremacy. For Duncan, the "Algerian
solution" for South Africa did not only mean a bloody
struggle, it also meant the withdrawal of the white
community at the inevitable African victory, since he
predicted that, like Algeria's colons, white South
Africans would llever live under African rule.
Both Luthuli and Dunc an, though mo st of thei r
political lives ~re inspired by nonviolence and
nonracialism, lived on into periods when violence has
become an almo st inevitable weapon of struggle, and
when the uniform of colour is being donned on both
sides of the colour line in all the areas of race
conflict where it was eschewed by the oppressed as
recently as the first half of this decade. Neither
flinched from the new spirit of the times, though
both will be remembered for their earlier example.
The memory and example of both will outlive the
period of violence and racialism, counter-violence
and counter-racialism, into which our world is moving
so rapidly. A new world, if physical survival of the
old world is possible when violence is sanctified
and all-destructive weapons proliferate, will look
back with honour and gratitude at tho se who
championed societies where peace and universal
brotherhood were goals. Luthuli and Duncan
struggled for the se goals in times when they might
reasonably have seemed attainable. That they were
not attained is no reflection on them but on the force s
of greed, cruelty and racial hatred in which white
South Africans have continued to put their trust.
Africans must defeat these forces. The spirit of men
like Albert Luthuli, Patrick Duncan and the host of
others "that have no memorial'! may play its part even
now as an example intelligible to tho se in the West
and elsewhere who support white domination
byaverting their eyes.
They should inspire Africans now and it the future,
for the purity of their objects and the resolution
with which they pursued them.

INSIDE
Starting with 1 Lisa Shawl, writing from inside South
Africa, the themes - Angola (anonymously, from one
now also inside), the ZAPU view of Rhodesia, refugees, Afro-America - are mainly of struggle.
Andre
de la Rue projects a Tanzania that begins to move
beyond uhuru and its aftermath.
Mofolo Bulane
(from Moscow) presents Lesotho's poets and Willfried
Feuser (from Ibadan) his eighth translation from
African writers in French - a story by Olympe BhelyQuenum of Dahomey, editor of the monthly L'Afrique
Actuelle, Paris.
The historiography of Africa is
examined in reviews by Thomas Hodgkin, Martin
Legassick, and J. H. Clarke (Freedomways assistant
editor).
Matthew Nkoana reviews the Nyerere
speeche s, and recent West African and other writings
on economic s are dealt with by reviewers from three
American universities. Poems by Arna Ata Aidoo,
Tchicaya U'Tamsi and others end with ~ouloud Marnmeri's "Le Foehn".
From free Algeria, he mirrors
the Sartrian glimpse held out before oppressed South
Africans at the start of the issue.
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irn plic ation s fo r poli tic al
analysis in South Africa

...-

..-...LISA SHAW

In the CRITIQUE OF DIALECTICAL REASON, Sartre,
starting from the existentialist theory of human freedom, and from an acceptance of the Marxist theory of
a pattern of historical development based on the class
struggle, works out 'a set of conceptual tools designed
to link these two ideas in a coherent analysis of political and social phenomena.
One of the first examples to which he applies
these tools is Algeria.
He wants to show that the
class struggle is not an abstract relationship between
two ideal groups, but rather a real, though at times
obscure, conflict with the actions of real "individuals
at its roots.
He chooses the colonial situa,tion in
Algeria as the simplest example of a class struggle
bet\veen fairly sharply defined groups and with an obvious and recent origin in violent conquest, and then
takes more complex examples to show that the class
struggle is a reality in capitalist societies too.
A
description of his analysis will help to understand the
wider theory, and at the same time throw some light
on the roughly similar situation in South Africa.
The French conque st of Algeria began in 1830,
but "pacification" was not finally completed until about
1879.
French rule was imposed by a long-drawn-out
campaign of violence and terror, which destroyed traditional Arab society and law.
This had implications
on two different levels.
What is yours by force does
not become yours by divine right with the passing of
time.
The only right in such a colonial situation is
the right of superior force.
On the individual level,
"For the colonist the nineteenth century colonial wars
founded ('realise') an original situation of violence as
his fundamental relationship with the native" .
(CRITIQUE, p. 672).
The political structure of French Algeria and its
relation to the metropole did not, however, grow up
automatically simply as the result of the conquest.
Initially, the French government did not know quite
what use to make of its new colony.
It had not even
been intended that anything more than the main coastal
towns should be captured, but it was d~scovered that
holding them involved overcoming the inland tribes as
well.
It was not until the 1870's that a clear policy
began to find expression.
It was to use Algeria both
as a source of cheap foodstuffs and as a market for
consumer goods by encouraging the growth of a settler
class which would be able to sell below' world prices,
and at the same time grow rich enough to constitute a

profitable export market through the use of ultra-cheap
labour.
This policy was certainly the expression of
the. interest of the dominant class in France-the
bourgeoisie.
But simply to say that leaves the impression that this class was a single entity, an ideal
being.
The policy was brought about in the first
instance by pressure groups, in general connected
with the new colonial banks and with the shipping line~
who had to convince in the face of opposition from
other groups within the capitalist class whose immediate interests \vere threatened.
The class is not an
entity which "expresses an interest".
Individuals
express interests.
But in so far as what they demand
will improve the position of their class as a whole, in
our case by increasing the total market and the total
opportunity for investment in spite of hurting particular interests --those perhaps who would face competition from _A.lgerian imports-they may be said to be
expressing the interest of their class.
The whole edifice rested on cheap Arab labour.
This vvas provided by the destruction of _L\rab society
by .th.e pacification, and primarily through the expropriation of land by force and by the more subtle
method of the application of the French laws on land
tenure and inheritance \ivith the intention of making it
easier for settlers to acquire land and more difficult
for Arabs to keep it.
The second or third generation colonist finds
himself born into a situation in which this original
structure is expressed by the continued presence of
the Army and by the poverty of the Arabs.
What
exactly does finding himself within a particular political structure involve? In his explanation of this
Sartre coins the term 'pratico-inerte'.
For somebody living at this moment, the historical developments of his society are expressed by a vast complex of buildings, means of communication, la\vs,
books, properties and so on, all created by the
activity (or 'praxis', to borrow the Greek term) of
the members of the society in the past. These things
are all, in themselves, passive (inert) -hence
'pratico-inerte' . They only bear on the present to
the extent that they are "reactivated" in the present.
The colonist cannot reject his responsibility for the
system on to the past, since he recreates it at every
moment by under-paying his Arab employees and by
using the Army as the ultimate guarantee of his right
to do so.
Why does he do so? It would be an oversimplification to argue that he is simply acting in
terms of his own economic interest, and that it is his
nature to do so.
For one thing this would be to
assume that the ideology of racialism is merely a
rationalisation after the event which has no real influence on conduct, and which the individual concerned knows is not true.
This does not seem likely.
The individual always acts and reacts in terms of
his understanding of the world, of the way in which he
sees it, of his ideology, in the widest sense of the
term.
His ideology is neither something which
emanates from his" nature" nor is it a rationalisation of base desires.
Both these ideas assume some
sort of "given" understanding of the world.
The
individual builds up his own theory of what the world
is about and how he should behave in it, on the basis
of his own experience.
(Remember also that the
J
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economic system was created to exploit Algeriathat is, the French rulers in the second half of the
nineteenth century understood the world in terms of
priority of economic interest, and of the right to exploit.
This is itself an ideology -so racialism, at
least in the form vIe are studying it, is an ideology
within an ideology, an offspring of the ideology of
capitalism.) In Algeria, the individual's racialism is
merely the expression of the "practical truth'! (verite
pratique) of the system; the Arab is inferior-poor,
dirty, unhealthy, illiterate; the presence C'~ the Army
is testimony to the fact that he is also dangerous, bent
on destroying man (i. e. the colonist), and so inhuman
(other than human) . The economic system creates
thereby the ideology which ensures its continuancea vicious circle.
In our particular world, characterised by scarcity, the fundamental elem~nt in this
experience, and so also in ideology, is the way in
\vhich the individual and his family earn their living.
"The racialism which proposes itself to the Algerian colonist has been imposed and produced by the
conquest of Algeria, is reinvented and reactualised at
every moment through serial otherness".
(CRITIQUE, p.672).
This concept of "serial otherness" is central to the understanding of how the
colonists create, by their individual free acts, the
system, and at the same time are so completely
unaware of their responsibility for it that they believe that it is completely natural and outside their
control.
A series is a relationship between individuals in which each individual acts the way in which
he thinks the others are going to act, thereby being
in a position to blame the others for the result, while
at the same time contributing to it himself.
The
purest example of a series is the newspaper game in
which you are presented with ten pictures, or ten
characteristics, of toothpaste, and invited to class
them not according to your order of preference, but
according to what you think will be the average order
of preference. ·(Sartre uses the term "otherness"
('alterite') to express this element of basing what you
are going to do on the other's expected behaviour. A
m.ore important example is that of the individual capitalist deciding how much he is going to produce in a
year.
The amount which he will be able to sell profitably depends partly on the expansion of the market,
but mainly on the amount which the other manufacturers will produce, which in turn depends partly on
how much they think he will produce.
The whole
process takes on the appearance of an autonomous
mechanism, but this autonomy comes not from the
presence of some external non-human element, but
simply from the lack of union on the part of the individuals.
It retains its autonomy only as long as they
act s~parately. (Much sociology is the study of these
series taken as autonomous entities. Although these
studies produce much interesting data, they cannot
provide satisfactory theories until the derived status
of the autonomy is taken into account).
In colonial Algeria the series took the form of a
pure 'laissez-faire' labour market, with a labour surplus ensuring that wages sh ould stay below the vital
minimum.
Each proprietor is able to justify his low
wages by Baying that he is just paying the market price
and that if he paid any more he would not be able to

comp.ete with other producers.
Thus he is not responsible for the wages he pays-they are established
objectively by an autonom.ous mechanism. Moreover,
he is able to argue that the wages he pays are also
morally fair, since his ignorant, reckless (and probably chronically ill) employees are not worth any
more.
This is again escape from responsibility into
the series, since their condition is a result, not a
cause, of the low wage structure, and hence, partially, of this particular colonist's paying low wages.
(Sartre stresses that the effect of a serial act is not
what its author intended it to be; it is always alienated through its relation to other people's acts, and
produces a contrary result.
It is of course this
alienation which gives the series its appearance of
autonomy) .
.
Much of the 755-page CRITIQUE is taken up with
the analysis of the series, of its contrary, the group
(in which individual acts are no longer alienated by'
their relationship to other people's acts) and by the
change from one to the other.
It is impossible even
to summarise all this here.
Briefly, as regards
Algeria, Sartre has shown that the essential unity of
the colonist class comes not from any pre-decided
plan of action on their part, but from their common
interest in the continuance of the system or, to put it
another way, from their serialised reactualisation of
the system.
But their relationship is not purely
serial.
Particularly in the colonial situation, members of the two classes appear to e-ach other not as
individuals but as relatively undifferentiated representatives of an opposing group. (The American
Negro's use of the expression "the man" to refer to
any particular white, or to all whites, is an example
of this). • In normal conditions this relationship is not
felt as rec~procal; the colonist sees an act of insolence on the part of an Arab as a simple expression
of the concerted dumb hostility of "them", whereas
his ~eaction to it is felt as being much more of an
individual thing, although' even here he probably has
some sort of corr ept of "keeping up the side", and
the implicit assumption of support from any and every
white man in dealing with cheek.
But the colonists
cannot form a real unified group for the simple reason that on 'an economic level they are competitors.
Their relationship is that they have a common interest in the continuation of an economic system the
workings of which may nevertheless ruin some of
them individually.
Thus when this system is menaced they tend to
fo~m pressure groups to defend it against outside
action by the metropole, as well as terrorist groups
such as the OAS to keep the Arab masses in a state
of atomisation; the object is to "maintain and isolate, as in a laboratory "experiment, a pretended
'economic world' obeying rigorous laws and based in
fact on the continuous annihilation of the 'surexploites' ,on the practical refusal to treat them as subjects
of any kind of law)". (CRITIQUE, p. 683).
As soon
as the Arabs take political steps they are almost by
definition outlawed, and the might and alleged morai
justification of "legality" is brought down on their
head s.
But this only illustrates the fact that for the
"colonised" there is not and has never been any legality-only force and nothing bt!t force.
On another
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level "the praxis of oppression ... rejoins the process
of exploitation (the system) and is confounded with it".
(CRITIQUE, p. 677). And, finally, "the violence of
the insurgent is the violence of the colonist; there
was never anYOther. II (CRITIQUE, p. 68'7).
'
Camus said that he sympathised ent~rely with the
Algerian,s' demand for the end of inferiorit'y and ex- ,
'pioitation, but that he was obliged, equally entirely,
to c'ondemn the violent methods used to achieve this.
Sartre accepts them. To understand why we must
investigate more deeply his theory of the origins and
nature of violence.
Some commentators, b~cause of the great importance he gives to the concept of violence" have·coIIi'pared Sartre's political theory to Hobbes"s "war of
all against all". This shows a' fundamental misunderstanding.
For Hobbes, violence, man as a wolf
to man, is part of human nature, of man's essence.
For Sartre it is nothing to do with human nature. It
is the result of a certain element in his situation.
That element is scarcity: scarcity of the means of
subsistence. In so far as other people, sometimes
by their very. existence, threaten my means of subsistence, they threaten me in my very existence,
and I am justified in using apparently unprovoked
violence against them. Sartre calls this "counterviolence", induced by the very existence of the other
in an environment of scarcity. In complex present
day societies this crude violence is overlaid both by
institutionalisation and by mechanisms which actually widen the sphere of counter-violence. The most
important of the latter is the phenomenon of alienation.
As I have said, the individual does not start
with a given understanding of the world" he builds
one up through his experiences in it. This applies
also to his concept of himself. It is therefore possible for someone to confuse himself" his identity,
his being, with some object in the world" such as a
business or a piece of property. Sartre calls this
object the individual's "being-outside-himself-inthe-world", or his interest. (He uses the term
'interest' because he is particularly concerned to
attack the classic capitalist doctrine that "every
man follows his economic interest"). Now apart
from the odd effects this alienation may have for the
psychology of the individual core erned, it also has
the serious social effect that he extends his justified

use of counter-violence from the protection of his
real self to the protection of the object with which he
has identified him'self. To cut sh'ort a complicated,
very interesting, but space-consuming analysis, in
Algeria the colonist's interest IS his business his
iarm,his factory, and he 'therefore feels him~elf
(irnpli~itly) morally justified in using all.means to
defend them. (Of course not all the colonists in
Algeria were proprietors. But the non-owners
were linked to the owners and to their policies by
the fact that their incomes were not only about ten
times higher than the Arabs', but. were also consi-·
derably higher than what they would have earned in
France for th~ 'same work),.
.'
I said t:hat violenc'e becomes "institutionalised"
For' Sartre the origin of classes ties in the "fact of
scarcity. In the simplest terms, there is not
enough to go round, so a certain group uses (counter-) violence to gain control over the means of
prcxiuction. They thereby "freeze" the threat of
scarcity so that it applies to and, affects only the
dispossessed group. The class structure is thus
institutionalised or frozen violence ('violence figee')
because it creates a deprived group with a higher
mortality (and especially infant mortality). rate than
the rest. This is really the basic violence, both in
duration and in number of victims. Quite simply"
above a certain and relatively low rate (e. g. the
white infant mortality rate in South Africa) there
are no natural deaths, there are only murdersmurder by neglect perhaps" but murder by culpable
and avoidable neglect. The high mortality rates
among the "natives" in countries like South Africa
and colonial Algeria, in the face of the availability
of mcxiern medical techniques and considerable resources, are simply the result of inhuman economic systems which are not autonomous or natural
but are kept in being by men and for whose evils
those men are ultimately, personally and individually responsible, whether they are aware of it or
not. In the face of this institutionalised violence
there is no choice between violence and non-.violence,
but only between acquiescence in violence or violence
against the system. Nobcxiy's hands are clean.
On the other hand, Sartre's analysis of violence
must not be interpreted either as a licence to gratuitous killing or as a glorification of violence. He is
showing that" beca use of its omnipresence, a flat
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rejection of violence on moral grounds is 'not possible.
One's attitude to it must therefore be largely a question of deciding whether it is a suitable means in a
given situation.
Turning to South Africa, Sartre's study may be
applied in two different spheres.
First there is the
question of moral judgment, and of responsibility.
The social structure in South Africa is, like that in
colonial Algeria, irrational in terms of human needs,
and this irrationality comes to the African and
Coloured peoples in the form of much shorter life
expectancy (44. 82 years for a Coloured man, hence
almost certainly even less for Africans, as opposed
to 64. 57 for a white man), higher infant mortality
rates, higher morbidit.y rates, that is, in the form of
real death and real suffering.
But the system does
not function by itself, is not autonomous, has no
claim to absoluteness.
It was created and is kept in
being by the whites--by all the whites, those who just
"mind their own busines"S" as well as those more

Africa - and the world - are used to pious declarations of commitment to A.frican socialism, of determim tion to control foreign firms, of the need
for honest and devoted public servants and party
officials. N or are sudden actions against particular firms or wrongdoers particularly unusual.
The events of February 6-11 1967 in Tanzania and
the processes they have set in motion are quite
another matter. For better or for worse the
Arusha Declaration and its implementation will
be significant landmarks in the history of Tanzania, of African attempts to achieve freedom from
external economic dependence, and of socialism
in Africa.
(In 6 February, President Julius Nyerere presented the Arusha Declaration - "TANU's Policy on
Socialiam and Self Reliance" to a Dar es Salaam
audience of 50, 000.
Consonant with his title of
Mwalimu (teacher" , the President spoke for two
and a half hours presenting a comprehensive lecture survey of objectives, requirements and
policies.
The next day the banking system was nationalised
and by Saturday the insurance business and key
import-export and milling firms had followed
while majority shareholdings had been taken in
seven large manufacturing firms with parallel action ill two additional industries (one of them sisal
and the other petroleum fefining) to be worked out.
On Saturday the President announced that the

directly involved in the politics ~nd the machinery 01
repression.
Except for those few who struggle
against the system, there are no innocent whites.
Torture, censorship, banning, these are merely derived and secondary evils necessary to keep in being
the grosser injustice of the system itself.
It is this
which must above all be condemned and attacked.
The second sphere is that of methodology. Even
if it is concluded that the main theoretical concepts
elaborated in 'che CRITIQUE cannot be taken as proven
they at least provide a useful working hypothesis with
which to approach the problem of a more detailed
social and historical analysis of South 'African society .
The central key to this analysis will be to show in detail how the "praxis of oppression" arises out of and
refers back for its justification, both consciously and
unconsciously, to the "process of exploitation", the
socio-economic structure, ~een not as an autonomous
and natural entity, but as the (artificial) product of
the serialised acts of the individuals who live in it.

nationalisation phase of the declaration was imple
mented. The government has secured effective
public sector control over the large scale productive sector commanding the economic heights
of Tanzania. TANU's long-standing aim was
accomplished and no further nationalisations were
to take place.
Nationalisation is far from the total of the Arusha
Declaration but it is the most dramatic and by its
nature the most speedily implementable part of it.
Attention abroad and, to a lesser extent among the
Tanzanian public, has thus focused on it. Both at
home and abroad the first reaction was essentially
one of amazement. In the case of the domestic and
foreign business community amazement turned to
shock, anger and fear by no means fully calmed by
11 February and subsequent statements on the continuing role of the private sector and of foreign
private investment.
A number of observers basically sympathetic to
Tanzania (and by no means all foreign) expressed
great surprise and grave concern over the wisdom
of the strategy and programmes outlined in the
Declaration.
Criticism centred on three themes. First the
nationalisation was said to be random and unplanned both economically and technically.
Second the desirability of radical changes to an
economic strategy which had achieved an ave-
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rage annual monetary economy growth rate of 60/0
since 1961 (and 8-100/0 in 1966) was queried. Third
the very limited cadres of Tanzanian and expatriate a
administrative, managerial, and technical cadres
were cited as reasons why natim alised sectors
could not be expected to operate satisfactorily.
Hostility was quick to manifest itself. Three
large British banks adopted a strategy of noncooperation clearly aimed at ensuring that publicsector banking in Tanzania should fail. Rapid
withdrawal of personnel, instructions to staff to
"work to rule", blocking of Tanzanian branch
balances far in excess of Head Office net investment in the Tanzanian business, reportedly
pressures on other private and public bodies to
withdraw personnel, highly polemical "analytical"
statements apparently designed to destroy confidence in the Tanzan"i.an economy, refusal of credit to Uganda and Kenya based export firms for
their traditional Tanzanian export business came
in quick succession. Ba~clays, Standard, and
National and Grindleys have not acted from spite much as it may appear so in Dar 'es Salaam. No r
are they unaware that their own actions have destroyed tre going concern or gocxlwill value of
their businesses for which they seek compensation.
Their concern is to prevent the spread of bank
nationalisattan in Africa, a spread they fear may
be inevitable if the Tanzania Bank of Commerce is
a success.
With ratios of annual post tax profits
to net investments in Anglophonic African
-branch banking ranging from 75 to 2000/0,
their concern is understandable. So perhaps
is Tanzania's view that profit rates of this order
constituted exploitation, not mutually beneficial
business transactions or assistance to development.
ill

The Kenya based Association of East African
Industries announced that Arusha was the final
blow to hopes for East or Eastern African economic integration and cooperation. Their statement and their motivations were sharply condemned by Kenya's Minister of Commerce and
Industry, Mwai Kibaki. He bluntly implied that
their intent was to sabotage measures for closer
cooperation that were almost at the point of ratification and suggested" they either change their
tune or "give way to better people" .
In Tanzania several of the nationalised banks and
most of the other private sectors firms directly
affected have adopted a ratrer different attitude.
For various reasons they have put more stock on
amicable negotiation of the promised fair compensation and on future transacti.ons with Tanzanian banks, firms, trading concerns. Thus they
have been much more cooperative in working out
the transfer of management and operations. The
British government has remained officially silent
and has not withdrawn technical assistance personnel.
Tanzanian trade is not insignifica."nt and
violent reactions to nationalisation and other nati01 al economic policies are rarely effective in

benefiting external companies or countries unless,
of course, backed by coups.
The' governments of Kenya and Uganda were
clearly dumbfounded. Both hastily affirmed at
Presidential level that they had no intention of
adopting policies similar to Tanzania's but that
Tanzania had every right to take the steps she had
chosen. Further, both affirmed - as did President Nyerere - that nothing in the Arusha Declaration or its implementation need place fundamental
obstacles in the way of completing and ratifying
the far advanced East African economic treaty.
Their objections centred on Tanzania's imposition
of capital transaction exchange control in relation
to Kenya and Uganda and more particularly to its
effect of delaying current transaction clearance
and payments by means of currency notes.

Much more complex attitudes lay behind this
"busines s and relations as usual" front.
Numerous Kenya parliamentarians - by no means
only the opposition - lauded Tanzania's actions
and asked why Kenya did not do likewise. A number of senior civil servants - and apparently at
least a few ministers - in both Nairobi and Kampala
privately expressed similar, if more cautious and
precise, views. An address by a senior Kenyan
minister in effect warned the private sector it must
cooperate much more closely with government
policy, or measures (unspecified) would be required.
On the other hand a few MP's and Ministers
sharply criticised Tanzania for disrupting East
African unity. Rather more civil servants and
advisors expressed reser"\a tions as to whether
Tanzania had any clear idea what it wished to
achieve and whether in any event it had the technical and administrative capacity to carry out its
aims.
Meanwhile Zambia'S Foreign Minister gave a
ringing endorsement of the Arush a "Declaration
on a visit to Dar es Salaam. While noting that
Zambia had its own methods which might diverge
from Tanzania's he affirmed that the two countries' aims were the same. In Zambia, that
temperate, humanitarian President Kenneth
Kaunda had felt constrained to denounce large
elements of the expatriate and Zambian business
technical and administrative and political elite '
as "human vermin" gnawing at the foundations
of the nation. March saw the Sudan nationalise
privtlte cotton pump irrigation schemes and
announce that nationalisation of further sectors
was under active consideration. With the Congo
Kinshasa's nationalisation of Union Miniere
apparantly moving onto firmer ground (for
whatever reasons) the fears of those who foresaw, and the hopes of those who awaited, a tide
of nationalisation and socialism in East and Central Africa looked - if not fully realistic - far
from ridiculous.
/
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In Tanzania itself jubiliation, overwork, glum,
uncertainty and hasty moves by all manner of
bodies to "implement A,rusha" were the order of
the day. The glum unce rtainty was largely among
business men and did not encompass all of them by mid -March many announced that trade was
picking up and things looking decidedly hopeful.
Jubilation was widespread - for a week happy
parades~ rallies and meetings gave Dar es
Salaa m a carnival atmosphere. With a few local
exceptions - all speedily halted and firmly rejected by the government - no molestation of business
or minority communities took place despite rather
hysterical foreign press reports. Hope and happiness not resentment and hatred, were the emotions
dominating the throngs. The public sector's limited
top level personnel - political, civil service, managerial and advisory - almost instantly began a sus tained effort to hammer out details, policies and
strategies for the translation of the Arush Declaration into effective action. Already overworked,
this group's capacity for maintaining the additional
burden of responsibilities is perhaps the greatest
constraint on coordinated and efficient implementation.
Arusha - as critics, observers, and advocates
alike have tended to overlook - did not spring from
a vaCUUrrl.. Indeed it can most easily be presented
as a logical outcOrrle of 1961-6 Tanzanian policy as
well as policy staterrlents. TANU and President
Nyerere have always been committed to natimal
control over the economy and to socialism. Ensuring the advancement of welfare for the rural
masses, creating an equitable distribution of income and wealth, building a humane society, and
ensuring that efficient public and private economic
structures exist to produce the goods necessary
to carry out these aims have been recurrent
themes in practice as well as proposal. Even a
glance at President Nyerere's collected speeches
"Freedom and Unity" documents this point.
Policies and strategies in the Development Plan
and since have been directed - with admittedly
uneven success - to the same end. Those who
now charge President Nyerere with inconsistency,
surrender to "wild men", or bad faith, apparently
chose to ignore the main themese of the past
speeches or to view them as window dressing.
The overall meaning of the Arusha declaration
similarly, been in danger of disappearing
in concentration on nationalisation. Socialism
is explicitly viewed in wider terms than a large
publicly owned productive sector. It is d ominantly defined in human terms - as a just, equitable
society ailffied at the service of human welfare.
Self reliance is equally clearly spelled out as
using foreign funds, trade, and personnel to
augment and serve primarily national efforts,
not as autarchy or isolation. The thrust is on
construction and creation, not demolition .
Nationalisation is presented as one of several
preconditions for effective national control over

has~

economic decisions and toward majority publicsector ownership of large-scale production . It is
certainly not seen as adequate in itself, still less
as a panacea. Key political figures have repeatedly stressed the necessity of efficient operation
of public sector productive enterprises to ensure
that surpluses are available for development.
The ArushaDeclaration taken together with its
immediate implementational measures constitutes
the first coherent and comprehensive action programme toward democratic African socialism, the
prevention of a politico-economic elite dOrrlinated
society, and the radical reconstruction of the
power structure of economic decision making in
Anglophonic Africa. Ghana's combination of "work
for prog~ess" and "seven year plan" was distinctly
less radIcal and comprehensive. Moreover, its
implementation was hardly consistent with its
professions of growing democratic participation
or of socialism - as opposed to a growing state
sector but one increasingly benefiting only a small
self perpetuating elite. Further it suffered from
ran~~m and inconsistent policy and programme
addItIons and emendations of a type which have
not characterised independent Tanzania. The UAR's
economic revolution was much more extended.
Nationalisation there came primarily in response
to two crises - Suez and the business-middle class
takeover of the proto national party - rather than
from any considered economic or ideologicalpolicy
decision.
In Francophonic Africa, Guinea has never had any
claim to a coherent or intelligible economic strategy or set of policies on any oIlerational level.
Tunisia has moved in directions cumulatively
somewhat similar to the Arusha Declaration, if
both more cautious and rather less radical. However,
its deliberate piecemeal approach combined with
President Bourg..lliba's style of understatement
obscures the degre e of change. A related fact
is that the grim realities of Tunisia's economic
demographic, and strategic situation have forc~d
a lower level of self reliance and a greater dependence on foreign aid.
Of all A.frican states Mali is perhaps closest to
Tanzania in political style - though not fully in
the freedom of expression or contested elections
which characterise mainland Tanzani a - and in
serious attempts to make rapid and radical alterations in the pi tterns of economic decisions and
external dependence. Certainly these have been
abiding themes of the Union Soudanaise and of
President Modeiba Keita both verbally and in
practice. However, Mali's geogrcphic and
resource position is so appalling and her economic significance to the outside world - except
perhaps Senegal- so slight that Malian socialism
and economic reconstruction attempts have
attracted relatively little attention - critical or
otherwise.

9

Five overlapping themes run through the Arusha
Declaration: Self Reliance, Rural development,
Equity, National economic control, and Socialism:
Self reliance turns on three propositions. Tanzania
must be developed socially and economically for
the benefit of all Tanzanians. The only country
which puts prime importance on the welfare of
Tanzanians is Tanzania. Therefore development
must hinge on the hard work and intelligent appli _
cation of Tanzanians. Only from a basis of self
reliance can foreign resources, including personnel, be secured and used in ways which will
further rather than warp or direct Tanzania's
development.
The case for rural development is equally
straightforward. Over 900/0 of the people of
Tanzania are in the rural society. There is little
possibility of providing livelihood outside the
rural sector for more than a third of all Tanzanians in this century. If development is to bring
social and political benefits to all Tanzanians it
must be concentrated on the rural sector rather
than designed to serve the urban elite. Further
Tanzania has useable land and rural labour - but
precious little else - in plentiful supply. Therefore, egalitarian development must centre on the
countryside, on processing activities based on its
raw mat erials, and on industries aimed at rural
mass consumption markets.
Equity is viewed as an ethical and political imperative. No just society can be built on the basis of
a privileged elite ruling a poor majority. Wide
discrepancies in income and wealth must be
narrowed, in some cases by levelling down though
primarily by concentrating additions from economic
growth in the low inc ome rural sector. The rise of
either a business-civil service political elite related to the private sector or of a political managerial
"new class" based on control of the public sector,
must be prevented. Therefore, the combination of
poli1ica I office with private enterprise must be
stopped.

equality there can be no socialism. This is true,
howver 'socialist' the institutions may be. "Broad
and effective participation in decision making, an
open socialist political system, individual and
official concern for the welfare of all Tanzanians, the
prevention of abuse of authority by holders of political,
administrative, and economic pov/er, all are viev.red
as quite as vital to the attainment of a socialist
Tanzania as "effective (public) control over the
principal means of production and . . . collective
ownership of (natural) resources. 11
VII

These concepts are far from novel to Tanzania.
President Nyerere and TANU have voiced them with
growing directness and precision over more than a
decade. The socialism of the Arusha Declaration is
the socialism of "Ujamaa" (1962 - the nearest
translation is "familyhood"). Ujamaa has been
criticized as hoeplessly "revisionist" and woefully
unconcerned over the question of ownership. Arusha,
perhaps, answers the latter point. Peasants, artisans,
small businessmen are not inherent threats to a socialist
society (nor necessarily likely to wish to be) as both
Yugoslav and Polish political leaders have pointed out
in recent months. The route to immediate public sector
dominance in the large scale business sector is clearly
set out in Tanzania today.
The basic orthodox Marxist challenge turns oq
TANU's and President Nyerere's rejection of dictatorship (even of the proletariat), of the centrality of class
war, and of the ultimate justificatory power of history
as a force or end in itself. Marx's own early concern
with alienation and the efforts - most pronounced in
Yugoslavia but also evident in Poland, Hungary,
Czechoslovakia, and the USSR - to be more concerned
with present human involvement and immediate
v.elfare gains are, of course, open to somewhat similar
criticisms.

Certainly much of President Nyerere' s thought
appears deeply influenced by the concepts of Christianity
exemplified by the Second Commandment "and (love) thy
National economic control is seen to flow
neighbour as thyself. I! The combination of radical
from the same premises as self reliance. Only the
Christian and radical Socialist should not be so surprising
public sector of the United Republic can be expected
as it apparantly is to many or most observers. At least
to allocate resources in a way consonant with the
some Christian theologians and Marxian theoreticians are
interests of the rural majority and urban workers
quite ready to agree that the only irreconcileable conflicts
whether in regard to present welfare or future growth between radical Christianity and radical Socialism lie in
of economic opportunities. Unless the public,
the field of eschatology. Eschatology is, perhaps, not
cooperative, a?d public controll~d (wh~ch in?ludes
the most relevant of areas for public policy consideration.
small and .medIu~ scale cash crlp agrIculture) .sectors The one economic system quite irreconcileable with the
are large In relatIon to the total economy, publIc
Gospels is laissez faire capitalism. The one social
s.ec~or nation ~l economic policy decisions will be of
approach logically imcompatible with Marxism is the
llmlte.d effectIveness .. For the s~me r~~son.s an espe denial of equal individual human worth - if individuals are
especIally strong publIc ownershIp posItIon IS needed
of no worth neither is collective man and if men ~re
in the financial and foreign trade sectors.
.
1y unequa1 a c lassless society is less rational
Inherent

than a Platonic Republic.
Socialism and equity are integrally linked in
the Declaration. To quote President Nyerere "socialism
P
ident N erere has consistently affirmed:
is ~n a.ttitude of mind. The basis of socialism.is a.
liThe ba:~: of socialism is Man; not the State, not
bel1~f In the one.ness of man. and. the common hls:t0rlcal the flag. The purpose of socialism is the service of
destIny of mankInd. Its basIs, In other words, IS
man regardl ess 0 f C ol·our, sl·ze , shape , skill , ability
human equality. Without an acceptance of human
'
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or anything else. We must think about man, and an
individual man •.. ". His rejection of the class war
as a basic theme is founded on the twin arguments
that it is in many respects tied to a historical experience which is not Tanzania's and that, in any event,
it makes socialisITl dependent upon capitalism in a ITlost
unsatisfactory ITlanner and forces indefinite continuation
of discrimination against individual men.
However, there is very little of cloudy
platitudes or pious hopes that all will be well in Ujamaa,
either as set out at Arusha or earlier. Uhuru na Kazi
(Freedom and Work) was never intended, as, nor indeed
was it generally understood as, an idle slogan.
"Everybody wants development; but not everybody
understands and accepts the basic requirements for
development. Th'e biggest .•• is hard work ••• the
secopd, is the use of intelligence. Unintelligent hard
work would not bring the same good re suIts · · •
The p·urpose of society is man; but in order to serve
man there must be a social organization which is
conducive to the greater production of things ••• it may
well be a function of society to organize and sustain
efficient economic organization and production
technique s even when they are in thernselve s unpleasant
or restrictive. For production is iITlportant .•• but not
the purpose of society. When the deITlands of 'efficiency'
and 'production' override man's need for a full and good
life then society is no longer serving ITlan; it is
using him~'
Few political leaders are more aware than
Mwalirnu Nyerere that the most difficult and dangerous
choices are not those between the clearly good and the
clearly evil but those between one good and another when
the road to one goal hampers the attainITlent of others.
Tanzania and its president place high proirity on rapid
development and on equality, on individual freedoITl and

On this sixth anniversary of the beginning of the
Angolan struggle for independence, the Portuguese again officially deny the "winds of change"
experienced by the rest of Africa and threatening
in A.ngola. Whether the Portuguese are slipping
back into self-delusion or are merely presenting
the true state of affairs will be the basic question
in this assessment of recent events connected with
the Angolan independence movement.
Before the February-March 1961 outbreaks of violence in Angola, most writers on African nationalism
shared the Portuguese conviction that nationalism
had not seriously penetrated Portugal's "Overseas
Province". Indeed, most Portuguese believed nationalism would never come. This conviction had different roots: the non-Portuguese attributed the absence of nationalism to the "efficiency" of Portuguese suppression, while the Portuguese themselves interpreted it as a sign of their successful
"assimilation" policies. Clearly, the Portuguese
were being deluded by their .own rhetoric. Their
faulty perception of A.ngola was one which they
chose and were encouraged to have - A.ngola was a
colony in which the benevolent ideals of a civilising,
humanitarian Portugal were so effectively infused
that the metropole had nothing to fear from the African nationalism which had in fact already reached
its very borders. James Duffy in "Portugal in A.frica" put it this way: They believed, because a
white man could reportedly travel alone and unharmed throughout Angola, that Portugal's mission in Africa had succeeded. They believed that paternalism
was an acceptable alternative to freedom. They believed, because a few thousand Africans had become
Portuguese citizens and the colonies themselves were
called overseas provinces, that Portugal had found the
the answer to African nationalism.

efficiency. Tanzania's leaders are well aware that not
The capacity of the Portuguese for self-delusion is
only are there limits on the rate at which progress
-illustrated by the statement of a Portuguese admincan be made toward these goals but that they mu~t be
.istrator two days before the first outbreak of vioconsidered in relation to each other because at tlIneS they lence in 1961. "The secrets of our success are that
are in partial conflict. The Arusha Decleration is not t:9 we have no c'olour bar ... we are the only people who
be seen as an arriving but as a setting forth - to quote
understand Africans. 11 With the sudden attack on a
the President again 11 Change is the definition of Africa." Luanda police headquarters and prison during the

[To be continued

night of 4 February 1961, Portuguese illusions were
temporarily shattered. Angolan nationalism had
abruptly arrived.
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BA.CKGROUND
Between 1961 and 1966, violence occurred mostly in
the north western section of Angola, for reasons that
may be briefly net ed .
The major ethnic group in this area is the Bakongo,
numbering about half a million. Nationalist activity
among the Congolese Bakongo (population 1, gOD, 000)
has been traced back to the early twenties. As early
as 1948, they had formed a Bakongo tribal association called the "A.ssociation of the Bakongo People for
the Unification, Conservation and Propagation of the
Kikongo Language". By 1956 they had evolved into a
political party (ABAKO) and had become one of the
major groups fighting for Congolese independence.
Because the Congolese and the A.ngolan Bakongo have
always maintained a significant degree of contact, it
is not surprising that Angolan natim alism first took
root among the Angolan Bakongo.
Other significant factors contri buted to the A.ngolan
Bakongo's early identification with A.ngolan nationalism: 1. The A.ngolan Bakongo are one of the most
highly educated groups in the co untry. 2. It is the
ethnic group which has had the greatest exposure
to non-Portuguese Protestant missionary activity.
3. The area which they inhabit contains many of the
largest plantations (primarily coffee), traditionally
worked by A.fricans ~hrough a type of slave labour
(" contract labour") system, for a description of
which see Basil Davidson's article in "A.ngola: a
symposium" .
NEW MILITARY FRONTS
As a result of the isolation of the fighting to the
north west, the Portuguese concentrated the bulk
of their troops in one area and effectively contained
the nationalists. This was especially true during
the tenure of Tshombe, who curtailed the activities
of nationalists operating out of the Congo.
Recently, however, the independence struggle has
seen the opening of three new fronts: in Cabinda about a year and a half ago and along the Katanga and
Zambian borders within the past six months. For
the first time, therefore, the Portuguese must disperse their 50, 000 troops in Angola. One nationalist
group ("Movimento Popular de Libertacao de A.ngola-"
MPLA) once claimed control over most of Cabinda a gross exaggeration In October 1966, the MPLA
asserted that its guerrillas had destroyed one of the
biggest Portuguese barracks in Cabinda, in addition
to killing 175 Portuguese soldiers in Angola during
the same month.
Reports from Katanga border are most incomplete.
The Portuguese defence Minister, General Gomes
de Araujo, stated in August 1966 that Portugal was
facing a second front along the Katanga border. This
past Christmas, a nationalist group operating out of
Katanga launched a surprise attack on Vila Teixaier
de Sousa, an Angolan station on the Benguela railway.
"Because of border fighting and deteriorating relations'" Portugal announced in mid-December that she
was closing the border between Angola and Congo.:..Kin-.
shasa.

Violence along the Zambian border erupted early
last summer. The "Financial Times" (London 6-7 -66)
reported that "the past two months have apparently
seen a considerable increase in guerrilla activities"
in Angola with "particularly heavy" fighting near the
Zambian-Angolan border and in northernA.ngola.. A
report by the Zambian Ministry of Home Affairs
stated (8-6-66) that 1761 refugees had entered Zambia
from A.ngola in the previous two weeks after "disturbances" in A.ngola. The nationalists appear to be
operating with at least the tacit support of the Zambian
Government.
One potential problem along this border, the integration of the refugees into Zambia, is reminiscent of
what has been occurring in the Congo and deserves
future attention. As stated above, the Bakongo
tribe inhabits both sides of the A.ngola-Congo border
which facilitates easy· absorption of the newly arriving refugees into the daily life of the Congo.. However,
as a result, the revolutionaries face a loss of many
potential supporters and actual combatants, and there
is a strong possibility of resentment over the job displacement of indigenous citizens by the A.ngolan immigrants affecting government support. One report has
claimed that the Angolans are better businessmen than
the Congolese and are infiltrating a major part of the
area's retail trade. There is an analogous situation
along the Zambian border with the Luena tribe (called
Luvale in Zambia) who constitute most of the Angolan
refugees in Zambia, as well as the Balantas in Portuguese Guinea and the Maconde and Nyanja in Mozambique.
While most of the above would sugg'est that
nationalism is indeed a threat to Portuguese hegemony,
there exists another side to the story: 1. the divisions
among the nationalist groups and 2. the responses
made by the Portuguese.
THE NATIONALISTS
Less than one year after the Angolan rebellion began,
serious disputes broke out between the two major
nationalist groups: the MPLA. headed by Agostinho
Neto and the UPA. ("Uniao de Populacoes de Angola")
headed by Holden Roberto. It is widely believed that
one MPLA. patrol of 22 men was totally destroyed by
the UPA.. Similarly in February 1966 Roberto charged that two of his followers had been tortured and
killed by the MPLA. John Savimbi, in announcing to
the "Obeerver" (20 -7 -63) his resignation as Foreign
Minister of Roberto' s Angolan Revolutionary Government in Exile (GRAE - interchangeable with Roberto's
UPA), stated that the failure of the rebellion was not
so much due to the military successes of the Portuguese as to the divisions within the nationalist movement.. During the succeeding years and into thepresent, the number of nationalist groups has increased
while the divisions among them have grown deeper.
The many attempts to unite these groups have all met
with failure (current unity move s at the Kinshasa OAU
summit have taken place since this article was written - Editor, September 1967).
They suffer tribal
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divisions (UPA is said to be a Bakongo mvvement),
policy on acceptance of Communist aid (MPLA. has
accepted it while Roberto still refuses). Whether or
not all of the allegations involved are true is less important than that they are widely believed by the
opposing groups.
Some of the disputes among the revolutionary organizations are intra-group. On 20 June 1965 the Minister
of Armement in Roberto's GRAE" Alexander Taty,
announced in Kinshasa that he had overthrown Roberto
as head of GRAE. Taty proclaimed that his coup was
carried out in order to form a "National Unity" party
while levelling against Roberto a number of vitriolic
charges, including: "high treason, passivity, dishonesty, incompetence, political assassinations, and
misappropriation of funds destined for the fight ag . .
ainst the Portuguese". Five days later a group of
Taty supporters - estimated from 50 to 100 attacked
the GRAE headquarters. They were driven off by
the Congolese police and Roberto remained as leader
of the Revolutionary Government in Exile.
In September 1966 an announcement of the merger of
the two main rivals (GRAE and MPLA.) was made in
Dar es Salaam. Whether the apparent intentions of
the two groups were serious was not clear and the
ma tter became further confused when MPLA. charged
on 16 September (Kinshasa) that GRAE had "arrested"
six MPLA men "in recent weeks with the help of Congolese gendarmes". The charge was levelled by Luis
Azevedo, .a member of tIE steering committee of
MPLA, who further stated that if the men were not
freed, MPLA "would fight for their release with the
same violence as it. would against Portuguese authorities" ("A.frica Report" November 1966).
Hopes for unity were rekindled by a Cairo radio report that MPLA. and GRAE, at a meeting in Cairo on
15 October 1966 had agreed to the following: 1. to
cease all hostile propaganda against each other 2. to
establish a joint military «>mmittee, affiliated with
the Organization of A.frican Unity, to appraise the
situation in A.ngola and make recommendations on
aid to the nationalist struggle, and 3. to establish a
second joint committee under OAU auspices to promote political and military cooperation between the
two liberation movements. Hope was short lived,
however, for GRA.E President Holden Roberto
promptly stated in Kinshasa that the GRA.E delegation in Cairo had not been authorised to conclude
such an agreement with the MPLA. and, theref ore,
it w mId be considered null ~d void by his organisation. ("Africa Report" December 1966) .

population density of only ten per square mile, is
potentially one of the wealthiest territories on the
African continent. The four major resources of the
Angolan economy are: oil, fishing, plantation farming (mainly coffee), and mining - especially
iron and diamonds. In 1962-3 Angola had a favourable balance of trade of over $ 21 million. The first
half of 1~66 showed a favourable balance of $ 8, 520, 000.
These figures provide some insight into the importance
of A.ngola for Portugal.
Since the events of February-March 1961, the Portuguese have indicated through emotional rhetoric and
by con crete economic and military commitments
their determination to retain Angola as one of the
" overseas provinces" .

Emotionally, the Portuguese have always felt themselves uniquely suited to carry out a mission to
civilise and Christianise the A.frican. As Gilberto
Freyre has written: Curious is the contrast between
Nordic thrusts into tropical regions and Portuguese
thrusts. The latter almost always surpassed the
former in the capacity of multiplying themselves in
mestiso sons and in scattering rudiments of Portuguese language and Christian religion: a sign of
their greater aptitude for fraternising with the
tropical people.

Premier Salazar, in a recent interview in "Le
Figaro" adds a third element to the Portuguese
mission - "the protectio n of Africa from Communism".
This latter 'mission appeals to the West, which may
explain the increasing frequency of references to the
"communist threat" in Africa found in official Portuguese statements. The Portuguese "emotional"
commitment to A.ngola has always been sprinkled
with a heavy dose of paternalism as indicated in the
following excerpt from a speech delivered by Premier
Salazar marking the fifth anniversary of "the decision
to stay" . : We were well aware of the series of circumstances and problems when terrorism broke out
in Angola. The anguished cries of the province ...
echoed in our ears. The voice of the blood, the
spirit of past generations, the force of history,
thrilled our Portuguese hearts and made a vehement
appeal to our minds as responsible rulers ... We see
that only the nation that embraces all its sons is
str ong enough in its economy and its mi ght to defend
them from hostile ambition; only the nation is sensitive enough to understand their feelings and lead
their ambitions along the best road.

THE PORTUGUESE
Portugal, underdevaoped and overpopulated, with a
high rate of unemployment and extensive illiteracy
(between 35 and 400/0) had a per capita gross national
product of $201 in 1955 (as compared with Ghana's
$135 for the same year). One may easily appreciate
how these realities might induce Europe's poorest
nation to look outside its borders for solutions.
Angola, fourteen times larger than Portugal, with a

Economically, Portugal has indicated its intention
to remain in Angola through recent financial and
human investments. At the turn of the century, ther-e
were only 9, 000 whites in Angola. In 1940 the number
had risen to 40, 000 and by 1950, though the increase
was substantial the number was still only 80, 000. today the figure stands at about 280, 000, illustrat ing
the present emphasis on re-settling Portuguese
nationals in the "overseas provinces". This increa ...

sed immigration has helped to relieve Portuguese
domestic unemployment, aided in the exploitation
of Angolan resources, and buttressed the defences in
Angola. T,he last few yea rs have witnessed a virtual explosion of industrial development in Angola. The
1965-7 development plan called for a total investment of $1.8 billion - a tripling of previous investments - giving priority to industrial development.
In 1965 alone, $ 34, 780, 000 was allocated for industrial equipment in A.ngola. The extent of Portuguese
needs plus the size of their financial and human investments strongly indicate Portugal's determination to stay in Angola and maintain (in the words of
Salazar) their "heroic defensive effort".
Militarily, what measures has Portugal undertaken
in this "heroic effort"? The Portuguese response
to the initial terrorism of the nationalists was
immediate and severe. The maj or nationalist
attack occurred on 15 March 1961. It has been
variously estimated that they killed between 100
and 300 Portuguese during the first night and 1000
during the first year.
Salazar dismissed the Army
and Overseas Ministers, the Defence Chief of Staff,
the Military Governor of Lisbon and, most importantly, the Defence Minister, whose post Salazar
took over himself. He then placed all Portuguese
security and armed forces in a "state of preven tion", which included dispatching 3000 paratroopers
to Luanda followed by the shipping of 3400 more
troop reinforcements (5-5-61). By July the number
of troops sent from Portugal reached 15000; by
October, according to the Angolan Governor General
Deslandes, the figure had climbed to 20,000.
A United Nations report estimated the number of
Africans killed during the first three months of
fighting to be between 8000 and 30, 000. Many of
these deaths were the tragic result of widespread
napalm raids on entire villages.
The Baptist
Missionary Society (London) issued a document
which listed "13 different kinds of brutalities by the
Portuguese" and warned of the "coming slaughter
for a possible 50, 000 Africans in reprisal measures" .
According to the same UN document, "pre-emptive
actions were applied to areas of A.ngola which had
not been affected and repression was carried iD
plaC'As where there had never been the slightest
attack against the European population". Civilian
voluntary groups (Corpos de Voluntarios) were
legally established by an order from the President
of the Council and the Overseas Minister. According to the Overseas Minister, 50, 000 Portuguese
male civilians were organised under this program.
One report states that about 1500 Africans living in
the Luanda district were killed by white civilians in
May 1961 when the latter raided African homes located in the African section of the city and short
inhabitants without trial.
Portuguese retaliation measures were extremely
successful. By the middle of August 1961, the nationalists who had been attacking in groups up to
1000 to 2000 strong, were split up into small bands.
They were rarely attacking and were limiting their
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actions to sporadic ambushes. The extent of the
Portuguese military response was estimated at
$1.700.000 per week.
Another indication of the
Portuguese" success" against the nationalists .can
be seen in the large numbers of A.ngolans who fled
across the border into the Congo. One Baptist
missionary, David Grenfell, who formerly worked
in Angola and presently operates a station for
A.ngolan refugees in the Southern Congo (Kibentele)
estirm. ted that 372. 000 Angolans had fled to the
Congo by June 1965 (most of them in the early
period of the fighting) .
In spite of such early Portuguese military successes
and the deep divisions within and among the nationali st groups, year after year the Portuguese have
felt a need to expand their military operations in
A.ngola. In 1966 Portugal spent $262.500.000 on
defence - 420/0 of the national budget.
Recently the
Portuguse Finance Minister, Ulisses Cortes, disclosed that Portugal intends to increase spending sharply this year in order to "fight terrorism in its African territories" .. It is estimated that the increase
will absorb 450/0 of the national budget, which will
be the largest amount of defence spending of any
North Atlantic Treaty Organisation country except
the United States.
These increases in spending have gone for mer e
than the maintenance of the50. 000 troops now in
Angola,.( as well as 30.000 in Mozambique and
20. 000 in Portuguese Guinea) . Portugal announced the building of six navy corvettes worth $ 22. 3
million. France is building four submarines and
four frigates for Portugal on favourable credit
terms, in addition to the Alouette helicopters
which were sold to and are already being used by
Portugal in the Africa n operation. In exchange
for the use of a Portuguese base at Beja, Portugal
(Germany's first foreign milita!y base sinc~ Wo~ld
War 11) where German pilots wlll have a maJor
training centre, West Germany may sell Portugal
at least 60 modern jet fighters for tactical operations in Africa.
France and Germany~ however, are not the only
NA.TO allies helping to supply the Portuguese with
military equipment. It appears that the CIA, in
cooperation with the United States Department of
State, sold seven B-26 bombers to Portugal for
use in Africa. Two alleged CIA agents, in the process of selling the Portuguese twenty B-26 bombers,
were arrested in Miami by members of the Treasury Department in September 1965 after delivering
only seven of the promised twenty planes '. J . R.
Hawke, an Englishman, stated as he stood trial
for munitions smuggling in Federal Court in.
Buffalo "I flew B-26 bombers to Portugal for use
in their African colonies, and the operation was
arranged through the State Department and the CIA"
(quoted by David Welsh, "Ramparts" December' 1966).
For some time, Brazilian troops have been rumoured
to be fighting for the :Bortuguese in Angola. Speculatio n has increased with a recent Havana radio re-
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port of information from Lisbon claiming the pending
arrival of 4000 Brazilian troops in A,ngola.

more recalcitrant position., which is being fortified
with ever-increasing arms and manpower.
Contrary to popular belief, the war has not
proved to be costly for the Portuguese in terms of
money or loss of lives.
According to (~ortuguese)
Recently the Portuguese have begun to employ a new
official breakdowns, the Portuguese armed forces
strategy in their military operations: pursuit of the
nationalists across neighbouring borders into the Con- only lost 526 men during the first five years of
fighting.
While this figure is undoubtedly deflatedgo (and of Mozambiquians into Tanzania). They claim
and
ignores
civilian casualties-Portuguese suzea legal "right of pursuit" - a precedent established by
rainty is certainly not threatened.
Equally importhe French in Algeria., who followed the FLN into
tant
is
the
large
number
of
immigrants
arriving each
Tunisia. A Portuguese patrol of 100 soldiers recently
year-approximately
10,000
per
year.
Tad Szulc,
attacked the refugee village of Lomba., five km. inside
of
the
"New
York
Times·",
has
suggested
that "The
the Congolese border. It was announced that this was
African war has proved something of an economic
part of the plans to seal off the border between the
blessing for metropolitan Portugal, although this
Congo and Angola. A similar incident occurred in
view
is not voiced officially. '-I He further avers
Tanzania where. the Portuguese planted land mines in
that the war has aided the growth of Portuguese
the region of Mwara. The mines., intended for the
industries through orders for military materials,
Angolans in the region., were detonated by unsuspecfood
and textiles.
In addition, the remittances of
ting Tanzanians. Four Tanzanians (including a 10 year
pay
from
the
soldiers
in Africa to their families at
old boy) -were killed and 5 others wounded. If the
home
have
injected
new
money into Portugal's
Port.uguese continue to follow this new policy., the comeconomy.
plexIon of the war could be dramatically changed; i. e.
James Duffy has stated that "Barring cataclysmic
a. serious curtailment of the activities of the n aI~at'
1
events, no reasonable progress is going tobe made
Ists who flee across the borders after each attack. On
in Africa without the consent of Premier Antonio de
the other hand. a new dimension would be added to
Oliveira Salazar" .
Thus, the nationalists" most
the struggle if the Congo and Tanzania decide to
realistic hopes hang on the thin thread of possible
enter the fight-if for no other reason than to prointernal changes resulting from the passing of Dr.
tect the sovereignty of their borders.
Salazar (who will be 78 in April).
However., there
has been little, if any, indication among the Portuguese opposition that they are desirous of effecting
any substantial changes in the "Overseas Territories'
CONCLUSIONS
The most noted of the opposition leaders was the late
General Humberto Delgado-the last official" opposiIn spite of the dramatic successes of the natiotion candidate (1958) to face the Salzzar regimenalist forces in early 1961 (at one point they held
whose campaign and later memoirs ("The Memoirs
150/0 of the country)., the Portuguese today are in
of General Delgado") outlined a very mild plan for
control of the situation'and have been so since the
reform of the overseas provinces-a type of federal
end of 1961.
The nationalists have been reduced to
system comprising Portugal and all of the overseas
~ policy of sporadic attacks whose admitted purpose
territories-which did not include independence.
IS to create a state of chaos.
There is no longer an
Militarily and economically, Portugal has a
att.empt to control any of the land gained on a given
firmer
hold on Angola than ever before. However, at
raId. ·The potential success of this strategy has
least one element of self-delusion which persists in
been consistently offset by various internal disputes
official Portuguese thinking is the expectation that:
among. and within the rival nationalist groups. Rather
"The
time will come ... when international opinion
than drive the Portuguese into a state of confusion,
and
a
majority of Africans will accept, if not welthe nationalists apparently have driven them into a
come., Portuguese rule in Angola .... "
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The whole concept of selective mandatory.
sanctions is based on a faulty hypothesis - that
Ithodesia's political structure will collapse with
the application of pressures on the economy.
During 1966, the Smith reglime successfully readjusted the economic structure to defeat the
half-hearted econo!TIic siege This nullifies
the false picture given by Britain about the effect
of sanctions. What emerges with clarity is that
Britain's tactics are a mixture of duplicity and
hypocrisy, but her long term strategy remains
unchanged - the concepts embodied in the 1961
C onstitution.

It is political iID:maturity to continue to think
that Britain 'will at any time side with the cause
of the majority. Whitehall has made it plain that
they have no a~ternative policy to sanctions, The
African nation~lists are not considered a factor in
so far as overthrowing the Smith regime is concerned. Should they, however, resortto 'violence
and terrorism' which threatens the breakdown of
'law' and order, Britain would physically oppose
them.
The British government is opposed to the
principle of immediate majority rule, but subscribes to a policy of transition over two or three
elections (10 years) after a return to "1 egal't
1 y 11 ,
With these as established facts, it is inconceivable
for the Africans to hope for negotiations with Britain, The doors to a constitutional settlement are
closed, To try and negotiate with people who have
established policy which they cannot change is to
seek concessions. Those who seek negotiations
are in fact advocating the abandonment of a cardinal principle - immediate maj ority rule on the
basis of universal adult suffrage. An abandonment of this principle is a sell-out to the African
cause.
The grave problems inherent in Rhodesia's crisis
will therefore not be solved ir.L the corridors of
Whitehall. It is the duty and responsibility of the
African people to seek their own solution. The
Smith regime which is in fact a neo-fascist dictatorship will not voluntarily surrender to Britain
nor to the majority, At no time in history has a
police state peacefully given up the reigns of control. The British government is equivocal about
its unpreparedness to use force to overthrow the
minority regime.
One way remains - the African
people must use force to achieve majority rule.
Force by the African people will be promptly replied to by the regime's security forces. The conflict can thus not be limited and will inevitably
escalate into civil war.
This is the tragedy of
the Rhodesian crisis.
But to the African people, the adoption of this

line of action is fDrced on them by those who have
created this situation - Britain and the white minority.
The struggle of the majority is not for "a
return to legality" but for the immediate overthrow
of a minority dictatorship, This is the essential
difference b'etween the objectives of the British
government and the aspirations of the African
people. Hence the policy of ZAPU is diametrically
opposed to Britain's moves, The violent suppression of civil liberties and the refusal to negotiate
with the African people leaves us no alternative
but resort to the use of force to overthrow minority rule.
The consequences of this sanguinary confrontation
and the human suffering that will result cannot be
underestimated. But against this must be weighed
the total of the inhuman treatment of the African
people in the past, at present and in the future.
To prevent these atrocities being intensified, a
major operation should be made to remove this
ulcer in our body-politic. The future and happi ness of all Rhodesians depends on the restoration
of a democratic government. Confronted by a
regime which has abandoned moral codes, the use
of force is a humanitarian move.
In the 1930's, the people of Europe and Asia
watched fascism born and grow. The penalty for
this was to plunge hundreds of millions of people
into war and death for many years. The attempt
to placate Hitler at Munich only served to embolden his plans for aggression. In South Africa, the
world watch ed the birth and t he growth of apartheid.
To-day the apartheid grip has tightened and
millions of people are subjected to slavery. If the
African people let Smith go on, the neo-fascist
dragon will grow stronger and n:ore ruthless.
In these circumstances, ZAPU firmly believes that
to achieve our objectives, the African people have
a moral obligation to overthrow the IT.llnority dictatorship through arrr:ed struggle. There is no
chance to negotiate for there is nobody to negotiate with. There is only one way to victory armed struggle. We must stand and have the
courage of our convictions and in this confrontation we shall win. Although we are the victims of
a situation, we shall not let Zimbabwe becom.e a
casualty of history.
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THE LAWS
OF THE
FOREST
Olympe
BhAlyQuenum

Born in Cotonou (Dahomey) in 1928, Bhely-Quenum
came to France in 1948, where he obtained his
'baccalaureat' and his 'license des lettres'. Editor
of the now defunct "La vie africaine" and of the new
magazine "L 'Afrique actuelle", he has published two
novels, UN PIEGE SANS FIN and LE CHANT DU
LAC, for which he obtained in 1966 "Le Grand Prix
Litteraire d 'Afrique Noire".
While at school in France, Bhely -Quenum won a
'Zellidja' award, which enabled him to see Africa
again after many years. (The 'Zellidja' scholarship
scheme, initiated by the French philanthropist, Jean
WaIter, covers a student's minimum expenses while
he works his way through a foreign country).
In his intensely dramatic stories, Quenum condenses apparently disparate elements into a short
time sequence.
The present unpublished story,
written at Abomey in 1954, will appear in a volume
of 'nouvelles' the author is preparing.
HOULY GOT OFF THEMAILBOAT.This was his
first time of coming to the cosmopolitan city after
seven years' absence.
The sea roared furiously
after him and huge waves broke noisily on the beach
of golden sand.
The air vibrated. with the deafening
shrieks of sirens fr01TI the ships coming in from
Europe, the United States and. the Far East.
Niwa, the city of light, teeming with life and
obviously overpopulated, stretched out before Houly.
The sky was of an aggressive blue, the sun beat down
pitilessly, the heat was suffocating.
White and black,
lightly dressed, perspiring like knocked up convicts,
kept mopping their faces with their handkerchiefs or
scraps of newspaper.
Cars whizzed along the streets, stopping or
moving on in clouds of dust, adding their acrid stench
to the blazing atmosphere . . .
Houly walked on, a smile in his eyes.
His heart
brimmed over with laughter.
He loved that world,
that stifling heat in which he had lived seven years
ago, before his first journey to France.
That was
why he walked through the town with his soul full of
unspeakable joy.
He was a young African of arrogant height, dressed
in blue jeans and a khaki shirt with its sleeves rolled
up.
He entered the manager's office of "Oil Products Ltd" .
Two big ventilators fixed on the ceiling
were churning at top speed.
The air was cool.

Noubert, the manager, welcomed him with a big
smile and kept looking at him with his hazel eyes.
"It's so nice to see you.
I received your letter.
A fellow must have guts to accept travelling from
Normandy to Africa with only 20, 000 francs in his
pocket. " ~~
"Jean WaIter wants every young man to start life
with a bet.
Mine is insignificant but I don't mind
undertaking my own tour with an option for what you
consider an unreasonable wager, " Houly said with a
proud smi le.
Noubert walked over to a window which opened on
to a large yard surrounded by mango trees full of
ripe fruits and moving shadows.
was a handsome
man-the genuine Bordeaux type-with hairy arms
and short-cropped black hair.
He leaned over the
window-ledge.
"Serge, news from France~ "

He

Serge Fabier, a medium-sized young man
with chestnut-coloured hair, crossed the yard and
arrived with sweeping steps.
"I'd like you to meet Mr Houly, the Zellidja
scholar, whose letter I showed you last Friday. "
"You're coming straight from Normandy, if
I'm not mistaken?" Fabier inquired.
"That's right. "
"Did you ever live in Rennes by any chance?"
"I certainly did.
I took my Part 11 of the
Higher School Certificate there, and I was living on
Lorient Street. "
"That's fantastic~ . . .
It goes to show how
small the world is.
Your name seemed to ring a
bell.
In fact my mother quite often mentioned a
Mr Houly in her letters, saying that he intended to
work for a degree in engineering after his H. S. C. "
The young African smiled.
He was pleased
to see right in front of him the man his landlady had
talked about only a month ago.
"Yes, I really was Mrs Fabier's lodger, and
when I saw you, I suddenly got the impression that I
had seen you somewhere before.
I now remember
that there was a big photograph of you in the room I
occupied in your mother's house . . . "
Houly talked for more than a quarter of an
hour about Rennes, where Fabier had not been for
five years.
"You'll drive our guest to our plantations at
Sinta.
Gisele and Marcel will also be very happy to
hear the latest from Rennes, " Noubert said.
· Once more Fabier crossed the yard. Ten
minutes later he was ready in the street with his
jeep.
He was accompanied by Messan, an African
labourer all muscle, carrying a rifle.
Houly took his water gourd, put his log-book
in his shirt pocket, buried the dagger dangling from
his belt in its sheath, and then got aboard.
The
vehicle moved off.
The tarred road, shining in the sun - a sun
which completely dazed the young African who had
arrived from France a few hours earlier - stretching out in front of them as far as the eye could see,
seemed to shorten rapidly before the jeep and to
flee behind it in spasmodic contractions.
On the
~:C
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right, green and smiling plains interrupted by maize
or ground-nut fields, .with sturdy baobabs and giant
cottonwood trees emerging in the middle; on the
left, plantations of coconut trees and oil-palms,
orange groves, and again coconut trees . . .
A three and a half hours' non-stop drive ...
135 miles covered.
Then the jeep entered a forest
crossed by a bumpy road.
The sun disappeared
completely from sight; the darkness seemed to get
thicker as the vehicle, in a painfully slow crawl,
drew near the heart of the jungle.
During the last
half hour a real forest night had descended on the
travellers, and Fabier had switched on the headlights of his car.
Wild guinea fowls flying across the road hit
the jeep, lost their feathers, shrieked with terror,
dropped down dead or managed to escape from the
danger.
Suddenly the jeep stopped in front of a
stagnant pool blocking the road for over sixty yards.
"Now we're in a mess. For over a month
they've been talking about building a bridge here.
After each tornado the road gets absolutely swamped
for months . . .
What you see in this place is
from the rain we had last Thursday, " Fabier said
nervously.
He rammed his hands into the pockets of his
khaki shorts, pulled them out again, started cracking his knuckles, then took his rifle from Messan's
hands and slung it over his shoulder.
"All we can do now is cross the forest on foot,
which gives us an additional three miles. "
"Are we still far from Sinta?"
"A bit over one tnile if we could follow the
road. II
"Then what about wading through the pond?"
"You never know what you may come across
in this kind of water.
Quite a few workers have
been bitten by snakes around here.
Let's rather
cross the forest. II
Messan gripped his machette tighter, Houly
put his hand on his dagger, and the three men
briskly entered the bush.
They had hardly done six hundred yards when
the two Africans stopped dead as if a gorge had
opened up in front of them.
"Let's return to the road; there's danger
ahead, " Houly said.
"What's getting into you?" Fabier asked
angrily.
"I'm telling. you we're in danger. A few
steps more and we're finished!" Houly said hotly.
"You're absolutely crazy! "
"Make we turn back, Masta, dis place he
smell like panther, " Messan said in a terrorstricken voice.
"Is it a long time since you left Africa?"
Fabier asked with disdain rather than curiosity.
"Seven years, " Houly answered unperturbed.
"And you still have the scent of wild animals
in your nose? That's really something~ " Fabier
said provocatively.
Houly smiled instead of getting mad.
He was
in the habit of smiling even if somebody made a
remark in bad taste, as if he had not understood.
Then he said, taking some vigorous strides,

"Let's get back to the road, I say
1 'm a son
of the forest and, thank goodness, I know something
about its laws. "
"I'm sorry if I've been rude, " Fabier said.
They turned and were just walking hurriedly
towards the jeep when five gunshots rang out in
quick succession in the bush behind them.
An angry
crash, followed by howls of pain, rose to the top of
the high trees, spreading panic among the herds of
monkeys.
Fabier jumped and tore his rifle to his shoulder, Messan gripped his machette, Houly had
already drawn his dagger but then changed his mind:
"A machette and a dagger . . . what use are
they against a panther, maybe in his death struggle?
Back to the road, quick~ . . . "
They reached the jeep. Then Messan cupped
his hands around his mouth and gave bush signals.
"What's all this racket?" Fabier asked.
"He's asking the hunters what's the matter. "
Other strange voices sounded from the jungle.
Messan emitted more questions which were answered
immediately by the invisible hunters, and Houly
translated the dialogue.
"A panther was killed around here four days
ago.
These animals have a strong family spirit.
When one gets killed the others take revenge. They've
now got the female of the panther but there are two.
cubs left which the hunters want to catch alive or
maybe kill, too.
This means that the part of the
forest we've just left is still not safe.
But we can
get to I~inta taking a westerly direction, I suppose. If
Damn!
What a nuisance!
I'll never get to
know Africa at this rate, " Fabier said, walking
around in circles and cracking his knuckles.
"Of course you'll get to know it, provided you
don't mind listening occasionally to those who still
have. the scent of wild animals in their nose, " Houly
replIed with a mischievous grin.
"I apologise once more.
I kno\v 1 vvas wrong. "
"I'm not angry with you at all. 1 like to tease
people, but hatred is quite beyond me.
Let's get
going to Sinta. II
They penetrated the bush which soon swallovved
them ~p.
Giant trees proudly stretched their strong
boles Into space; their feet, splitting into buttresses
with partitions between them, had been supporting
them for centuries in their struggle against the
storms; their heavy, intertwining branches formed
an enormous high vault.
The sky was invisible but
occasional sunrays strayed through the smallest
openings in the foliage caused by intermittent gusts
of wind, and crossed the green dome, trembling
along the trees.

The three men walked on. They were treated
to t~e .chanting and scoffing of birds of many strange
varIetIes, the acrobatics and jumps of monkeys cata~ulting themselves from treetop to treetop, spinning
In empty space with the ends of their tails rolled
aro.und a .bra~ch or shaking with elaborate mockery
theIr OSCIllatIng cradles of lianae.
Suddenly they came out into a clearing.
Fabier heaved a sigh of relief.
"We can't be far from our plantations now, "
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blow at the tail, which started to flail about furiously.
He's smothering me~"
Mother'.
"Mother~

he said happily, then started walking faster than his
companions.
All of a sudden something that looked like a
white silk thread glittering in the sun and that seemed
to be fixed to a branch flashed before Houly's eyes.
More than ten years' memories shot through his
mind; he adjusted his spectacles and shouted:
"Stop, Fabier, you're in danger~"
It was too late.
Fabier had aiready run into
what looked like a silk thread and- what was actually
the spittle of a boa, which had dropped down on him
like lightning 'and rolled itself around his body.
In the forest a boa, when he is hungry, sometimes climbs on a tree and lets his spittle drool to
the ground.
It strangely resembles a silk thread or
a spider's web.
Then he waits patiently for any
animal imprudent enough to touch it ever so lightly,
to attack it and engage it in a furious fight from
which he usually emerges as the conqueror.
The
boa does not mind attacking man as well as lion. . .
The'laws of the forest, like other African realities, are for the most part commonplace, but they
cannot be safely ignored since even the panther and
the lion observe them whenever the boa is concerned.
Fabier also knew that, as he had heard people talk
about it, but he did not think of it.
His double -barrelled gun had dropped beside
him and he was unable to pick it up.
Neithe.r
Messan nor Houly could grab it.
While winding
himself around his victim, the reptile lashed the
air with his tail.
"Keep your legs apart~ Don't let him get hold
of them~ Don't let him tie down your arms either~ II
Houly cried, waving his dagger, though he still was
not sure how to use it.
Messan brought two thick long sticks.
Houly
put his dagger in its sheath and seized one of the
sticks'.
Fabier was struggling to keep his legs
apart and drumming on the boa with his fists, while
the animal tried to roll himself around his neck or
to seize his arms.
It was a huge boa, almost forty feet long, and of
a beautiful yellowish green colour.
Suddenly his
tail shot up to the overhanging branches for support.
If he managed to perform this manoeuvre, Fabier
would die.
Messan with his stick struck a vi.olent

Fabier groaned.
"Keep breathing, don't let him get you. Don't
spend your strength unnecessarily, he won't kill
you, " Houly said persuasively.
Then the boa
suddenly tore open his mouth - not to swallow his
victim but to suffocate him.
Fabier felt a hot breath on his face and his eyes
swam for a moment.
"Turn your head, Masta, and make you no let
him breathe for your face~ " Messan called out. He
was getting confused, losing his nerve, and ready to
fly into a panic.
Fabier obeyed promptly.
The boa did not even
have time to shut his jaws; Houly rammed his stick
brutally down between them to force the boa to
slacken his knot~, then he heaved a sigh of relief.
"Cut his tail, Messan~" Houly ordered.
"A man must never - "
Messan could not finish his sentence. The boa
had dealt him a terrific blow with his tail which sent
him t'eeling among the branches, but he rose to his
feet quickly.
"Give Fabier my dagger! " Houly ordered.
"I can't go on. I'm finished!" the victim moaned again.
He started weeping and could not make up his
mind to seize the dagger. Messan was holding out to
him in a rain of blows from the tail.
Houly suddenly felt exhausted but he pulled himself together·.
"I wouldn't like to be in your place, Fabier, but
I wouldn't like either to have to go and tell your
mother that you died before my own eyes. .Now, if
you cry, you've had it.
Take the dagger, ram it
into his mouth near the stick as deeply as you can.
It's'up to you now! 11 Houly said firmly, though he
was having a hard time trying to keep the stick in
place.
Fabier mustered all his strength and struck
forcefully home.
The blood squirted, then started
flowing abund·antly.
"I can't
go on, " he said, completely out of
breath.
·At that moment Messan seized the dagger
and finished the job while getting his face battered
by strokes of the tail.
The rings slackened and Fabier was free.
The boa, huge and hideously open, writhed in his
own blood.
Fabier, more dead than alive, was
stretched out on the ground, sobbing.
The two
Africans cut sticks, branches and leaves; they
quickly improvised a stretcher, and laid Fabier on
it.
He was moaning that his ribs were crushed,
that his backbone had gone to pieces.
So they
carried him, and accompanied by the mocking
laughter of the monkeys and birds they continued on
their way to Sinta, walking across the thorns, over
the spongy ground, amidst the hairy, sticky pebbles.
Translated by W.

Feuser
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Poets
of Lesotho
first steps of a brief
incursion into
Sesotho literature

MOFOLO BULANE
That wealth of popular wisdom known as
folklore lies at the root of the blossoming tree that
is Sesotho Literature.
It has never dawned upon
authors and poets in Lesotho to write in English,
despite the fact that some of them hold degrees.
Sesotho Literature still remains, therefore, for
the local market.
Judging by the number of editions
and" out of stock" escape routes of the publishers
handling books in Sesotho, we shall assume that the
home market is expanding.
Secondly, supply does
not meet demand, which keeps the population in the
midst of artificial darkness.
The rate of literacy
in the mother tongue is high, approaching the mark
of 90 per cent, which is a record to be proud of. The
largest consumer still remains the school where,
contrary to the normal colonial practice elsewhere,
the mother tongue occupies a definite place on the
time -table.
In 1921 the late 2.D. Mangoaela published
a collection of LITHOKO TSA MARENA A LESOTHO
(Praise Poems of the Basotho Chiefs).
It was a
great step forward in reducing this genre of Sesotho
folklore to writing, thereby preserving it and assuring its transmission to later generations.
It is on
this publication that many a Mosotho poet and writer
has had to depend.
D . C. T. Bereng, who belonged to the House
of Moshoeshoe, basing himself on the oral poetic
tradition in Sesotho, published his collection of
poems in 1931.
The pamphlet, published at Morija,
Lesotho, bears the title: LITHOTHOKISO TSA
MOSHOESHOE LE TSE LING (Moshoeshoe's Poems
and Others).
It is to these poems that we shall draw
attention.
There are eleven poems in all.
The poet's
mind has been brought to bear upon the figure of
Moshoeshoe, from his birth till his death.
The
figure of Moshoeshoe, for the poet, signifies all that
Lesotho means.
Moshoeshoe is the founder of the Basotho
people.
He welded the various fleeing. and warring
tribes into a single whole Basotho people.
Today
these component parts have lost all their original
tribal characteristics.
They are one people with
the common aim in mind.
Those who still talk of
tribesmen in Lesotho are doing so out of sheer
racialist supremacy and complete lack of understanding.
After repulsing a series of encroachments on

Lesotho, this strategist and military genius passed
away in 1870, two years after Lesotho, in what has
become the greatest fraud in colonial history, had
been placed under the protection of Queen Victoria of
England.
Perhaps it is in memory of Moshoeshoe' s
heroic feats, in times of peace and war, that the
present head of state in Lesotho is styled Moshoeshoe 11.
D . C. T. Bereng is the first Mosotho poet to
come out with a collection of poems.
In his poetry
Moshoeshoe is not depicted as a towering figure, as
someone standing far above the common people.
Rather he is being depicted in all the glory and simplicity of a popular hero who is one with the people.
There is an alternating lyrical depth and epic sweep
in some of the poems, which we are trying to translate for the first time here.
These translations are
not perfect; they give a rough picture of the poet's
yearnings and his command of the Sesotho language.
Some lines are extremely difficult to render into
English because of the imagery and associations
lifted from folklore, for example, nomenclature of
birds, animals, and plants.
"Poem on ·the Death of Moshoeshoe" registers
the poet's sorrow on the occasion, with scenes of the
burial and some historic moments in the life of Moshoeshoe:
Tears of death torment me,
My soul dissolves away into pieces,
My blood vessels are tearing away.
My soul deserts and flies away:
As if abandoning me in space,
As if searching the universe
For a place of rest.
Yesterday happiness overflowed my heart
But to-day the spear of death tears me
asunder.
My eyes are teeming with wells
Of water mixed with salt.
My eyes sink into my flesh,
They withdraw into the depths of take me,
Into the depths of take me, the world
perishes,
That I may go where Moshoeshoe has
gone~

For I beheld the moon round as a wheel
And methought it would never break to
pieces.
The underlined part is from a Sesotho children's
song, running thus:
Depths of bog, take me away
For my ma loves me not;
I'm loved by my uncle.

As they sing it, they put their feet into a bog or
swampy place.
Further on in the same poem we
read:
He has not died for his sons,
He has died for the people.
Chief's children will bury the people,
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Chief
He is
He is
I-Ie is

is buried by the people.
buried by his heroes,
buried by Moh·ale-oa-Makoa.
buried by those not forgotten
in trying moments.
Those through whom he ruled,
Those through whom he waxed fat,
Those through whom he reigned,
Those through whom he gained glory,
Those through whom he accomplished
feats.
The first to throw dust into his grave is
Shaka;
Although by origin he is a Ndebele,Although he was his enemy,
He was a victor of peoples.
He was a victor of peoples.
He was a lion, this Shaka!
A beast to devastate all chiefs,
To devastate them and their lands.
As for Thesele he found tough meat,
And said: "Hang! I am .puzzled indeed!
Moshoeshoe throws a stone upon the rock;
He fights against 'impis' only to feed them.
You are 'izinto sakankulunkulu kupela'
The very things of the gods alone.
He fights like angels facing the crucifix! "
So said Shaka.
Moshoeshoe is buried by heroes alone:
The first to throw dust into his grave is
Sekonyela.
Moshoeshoe is buried by distinguished ones
When people were burying Chief
With 'mokorotlo', the war song of men,
The mountains groaned and moaned,
The heavens were torn asunder,
Winds howled with the violence of thunder,
Beasts took refuge among people,
Hedges of reeds suddenly collapsed,
Walls all over Lesotho fell down,
Tigers and colts kissed,
Jackals grazed together with lambs,
Hawks flew together with pigeons,
Water flowed back to the sources.
Strange things happened
When the Ruler of Lesotho was buried.
We saw frightening scenes
Because wolves and people walked
together
Snakes moved away from the bush
When people buried the Chief
With the war song of men echoing afar ....

(Ndebele, in this context, will be understood to
mean Zulu.
Otherwise, used in Sesotho to mean
someone of the Nguni group of languages, it has a
derogatory meaning. )
It would be interesting to see how the burial
of the leader i's depicted by both Whitman and Mayakovsky.
D . C. T. Bereng, as we have observed,
draws his poetic fire, his fantasy and imagination,
from the world of folklore.
There are here refrains and repetitions, with some names of endearInent, direct quotations from Moshoeshoe's praise

poems.
There are some sayings of Moshoeshoe
which have g'one into the treasure-trove of the
Sesotho language.
We could look into "Moshoeshoe's Grave",
which opens thus:
Letters are engraved on Moshoeshoe's grave:
Here lies Moshoeshoe Moshoashoaila,
Who has welded tribes into a people.
Here rests Matlama' s- Thesele.
May he find the comfort of his glory,
Chief, in the soil of his land!
Chief of justice and not partiality,
1.·'ruth and not foul play.
Fortunate are those who found support in him;
They found a pillar on the walking stick of peace.
Beca use of him the old walk erect with health,
They have forgotten their old age,
They have forgotten thei~ grey hairs,
Saying colour is the ear-mark
.
It continues:
Here lies the one who introduced light into
darkness,
Power and walking stick of the Basotho
people,
Founder and builder of Lesotho.
Peace'.
Rain!
Plenty!
In the land of the Basotho people.
Moshoeshoe has been buried here,
In this formless heap of stones;
His Royal Highness of Lesotho,
Blood of Peete and Libenyane,
Of Mokoteli' s chieftainship,
Of the chieftainship of Bakoena's Ranneko.
Though seasons pass,
Though they go unnoticed,
Can your name, Moshoeshoe,
Your name, Mokhachane's son,
Come to an end and our life continue?
What should I say thoughts?
What should I sing reflections?
What should I look for sense?
What should I talk about fluency?
Speak affair, affair speak,
You tell me about the customs of the beauties,
I shall relate stories with a sweet voice;
I will play the harmonium with my throat,
The song will sound from it.
I will remember my love,
The one somewhere above my people,
Creator of visible things .... ' ..
In the poem "Mahlale a Mahlale" (On Wisdom),
D.e.T. Bereng gives us his philosophical reflections: He considers the origin of life, creation of
heaven and earth; he speaks of politics, morals,
ethics, religion and times immemorial, when there
was not anything.
He devotes himself to praises to
God for having created all that the poet sees around
himself.
In this poem, however, religious interpretation of the universe occupies the centre of the
stage.
Sesotho folksong occupies a very large space.

Stanzas upon stanzas open up the world of folk dance
together with the material details that go with it.
Indeed there are songs inserted at intervals by the
poet.
Some lines are of interest to ethnographers.
There is a direct rhyme scheme in some parts of
the poem, which, however, the poet changes deliberately from stanza to stanza.
For instance, the
opening stanza is: 'aabbccdddeee;' the following
one: ' aaabbccddeeffg' .
Where poetry is achieved not by external
effects like rhyme, there is that flow of language,
internal harmony and rhythm.
The poet has a
wonderful feel of language, and his choice of verbs
achieves an astounding poetic effect.
Here is the
opening stanza of this poem:
Ntho tsohle li na le tlhaho ea tsona,
All things have their own origin,
Leha matsatsi a ka fapan's tsona;
Though they may differ in days;
Tsohle li bopiloe,
All have been made,
Tsohle li hloliloe.
All have been created.
Lentsoe Iona le leng
There is but one word
La motho ea leng teng.
Of the omnipresent one.
Bohlale bo tsoile ho Ea bohlale,
Wisdom emanated from the wise.One,
Kelello ke matl ",a Ea bohlale,
Sense is the power of the wise One,
Hlokornelo ke ketso ea Ea bohlale.
Care is the work of the wise One.
Tsohle ka bohlale If entsoe,
All have been made with wisdom,
Tsohle ka hlalohanyo li hlotsoe,
All with sense have been created,
Tsohleboph'elo li bo bepetsoe.
All from the slime of the earth for life
have been made.
(The main concern here is not so much to translate
as to shed light on some aspects of Sesotho literature.
The English versions, therefore, which are
being given without comments and commentary-both linguistic and literary -might not strictly tally
with the original.
We have dispensed with the
rhyme scheme of the original in favour of some
other way of rendering the poet's thoughts. )
D. C .. T. Berengis fond of synonyms, with
their nuances' in meaning, which the translator can
best open' up semantically and not lexically.
He
goes further in his discovery of the world:
Wonders upon wonders, everywhere wonders,
Made by the Son, ,
Made by the Spirit,
Created by the Word,
Not with intrigues,
Which are made by cunning,
Or decided upon by cheating devices,
Actions, the height of evidence.,
Behold, those living on earth have run,
Those living in the soil have raced,

Those living in the water have swum,
Those with feet and those without them.
But how about the swiftness of thoughts ~
The eye, I say, is nothing compared to thoughts.
And what is more swift than the eye?
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In the following lines the poet relives the exciting
moments of a folk dance:
Which young woman will accompany me
W.ith an echoing ululation?
That I may gather courage,
Dance as it fits the young man,
And turn and move slowly to the tune'.
The while she dances with me the maiden \vay,
For a blanket wearing a kaross;
Or, shall I say, the skirt of a s oft skin
Worn of the days and nights of merry-making
Is a dress that is made of kaross.
My 'setolo-tolo' should be humming,
Its strings giving out a melody
Frightening to the listening ear.
The harmonium should be sounding
With tunes, touching and pleasant,
In my mouth a stream of poetic words,
Now burdened with melancholy,
Now burdened with mirth;
I should be standing on tip-toe,
Swaying to and fro
And stamping on the ground \vith my heels,
The while looking into the face of the dark beauty;
Dancing away as she breaks into a glowing smile,
Looking up and viewing my club stick.
My feet should be in the form of a Z,
As I turn around and around,
Breaking forth in a melodious Sesotho song.
The poet winds up this lyricism \vith an invitation to
the "African heaven" of its kind.
Remember the
Ghanaian, F. K. Parkes: "The African Heaven" .
'Setolo-tolo' is cl .Sesotho musical instrument.
The
harmonium referred to in these poems is the Sesotho
one called 'thomo'.
The poet says:

Would she were the moon
And I the river,
Working tirelessly for hours on end
Like men, and things always travelling.
Volunteers may come to the song
To see countries taking beautiful shape
At the hands of a creator.
Creatures, come and please the eye,
All so rts of beasts are invited;
Insects in their thousand varieties,
Trees of all kinds,
Snakes of all groups and colours.
On the authority of the Gospel the poet speaks of the
. creation of the world in the following terTIls:
.Before there was life,
When the earth wa.s shapeless;
Before ~ife on earth,
Before death,
Before nothing was created,
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When nothing was known;
When the existing ones knew
About those that did not exist;
When the non-existing ones knew
AbQut those that were present;
Nothing everywhere.
Chaos everywhere.
He shouted with the voice of a lord,
He ordered darkness, light to reign;
Water was ordered to part.;
Mists in the space;
Seas formed on earth.
There was drought everywhere,
There was moisture everywhere,
There was nothing everywhere.
We see how contradictory the poet's thought is. He
aptly uses contrast to illustrate the complicated
nature of the situation.
We come upon the following
two transitions with which we close this poem:
I shall stretch my hands,
Bending my knees the while,
Hitting my forehead with an ox tail,
Singing and clapping hands:
'Rainbow, the shade of water,
Rainbow is the mark of rain'.

hereunder in extenso, is permeated with the religious submission foreign to the Sesotho lament:
Rulers of the world,
Judge with justice.
Jo 'na 'na, jo 'na 'na, jo 'na 'na jo!
Lamentation of the orphans.
Father, Son and Spirit,
Three persons in one:
Jo 'na rna, jo 'na 'na, jo 'na 'na jo!
God of the orphans.
Though we are trampled underfoot,
Downtrodden, oppressed, scoffed at,
Jo 'na rna, jo 'na 'na, jo 'na 'na jo!
There will be but one reward.
Even those who hate us
Will be judged by the Almighty.
Jo 'na rna, jo 'na rna, jo 'na 'na jo!
Death awaits all.
The moon and the stars,
The sun and the sky,
Jo 'na 'na, jo 'na 'na, jo 'na 'na jo!
Creatures in space.

And this:
Thoughts will torture me;
I shall not rest from thinking.
I shall think of the government's success,
Of its wealth and comfort;
I shall also think of the poverty of nations.
I shall study the history of fallen kings
And seek the causes of their downfall.
I shall think of administrative ways
Of various governments ..
And end up by saying,
"People are superi or to the ruler,
But the law is superior to the people;
And God is superior to the law. "
The poet's concept of law is very reyealing. It is
that controversial point when the law is not decided
upon in popular councils but rather imposed from
above in conformity with the will of those wielding
power.
The spirit of the law, in these circumstances, runs counter to popular will.
It is embodied in
the constitution, legal procedure, the bill and act of
parliament.
It is evident in every monstrous act
that gives legal sanction to cohesion and oppression
in a conlmunity locked up in perpetual strife.
In
fact, here is that juggling with words which reveals
the undemocratic essence of all the oppressive
governments under whateve.r camouflage they go.
There is comfort in the world;
There is suffering in the world;
There are heart-rending moments
in this world.
Thus cries the poet in a world of deepening hostilities.
"Sello sa Likhutsana" (Lamentation of the Orphans),
the last pvem, shows the poet's masterly use of the
refrain of the Sesotho funeral dirge.
The poem,

We have now seen the great contribution
Theko Bereng has made to SesothoLiterature by
his feel of language and grasp of diverse effects,
internal and external, with which he achieves poetic
diction.
He has delved into Sesotho vocabulary at
its lower level, that of folklore: alliteration, folk
song, word -images and others.
In interpreting the
world around himself, in transporting his impressions, he has imposed his thought.. obviously
enriched by the Gospel, the pastor's sermon, and
wide reading.
The poet has not looked deeper into the fate of
his country, into perspectives of development. His
sorrow over what he saw is more in the spirit of
looking towards the idyllic past of folk song in the
moonlight.
He has not, because of historical limitations placed upon him, put his pulse on the march
of events and time.
In this lies his greatness, in
this his power and weakness as a thinker.
His
literary portrait of Moshoeshoe could best be appreciated when compared with that of Makalo Khaketla
in the latter's historical drama.
D . C. T. Bereng is the swallow that ushered
the spring of our poetry.
His influence and place
in Sesotho ·poetry ca.nnot be wished away.
It is
rewarding, in this respect, to view his lyrics
against those of B. M. Khaketla and Azael Makara,
on the one hand, and those of K. E. Ntsane, on the
other.
He is the Mosotho poet to introduce the lyroepic form in Sesotho poetry. His kind of epic form
derives directly from the praise poem, which sweeps
through the halls of stormy history reeking with
blood.
This he intersperses with personal reflections, thoughts, emotional outbursts, and experience at once personal and universal.
There is not
that conflict between the civic and the lyrical hero.

In the masterly hands of the poet, the two-fold
character of the hero harmoniously comes off as
one.
This should give the lie to the fallacious
theory of a discernible conflict between the civic
and the lyrical motif in poetry, especially in such
times as ours when there are epoch-making events
to which poets give echo.
The civic motif, however, is always permeated with a certain shortsightedness which imparts to it illogicality and a
sense of unconscious assimilation of the world
under the poet's reflection.
There are mists
hovering over his lyre, which truthfully reflects
the conditions in which lived and created the first
great Mosotho poet.
In literature, this happens
contrary to the poet's will and consciousness. Here
again the all-important question of world outlook
presses itself forth.
B. M. Khaketla's epic poems are directly an
imitation of Milton's epic mind, with unmistakable
images and literary devices reminiscent of the
latter's "Paradise Lost" and "Paradise Regained".
B.M. Khaketla's "Tholoana tsa Boikakaso" (Fruits
of Inordinate Pride) in his collection of poems,
LIPSHAMATHE (Johannesburg, 1954), is the case
in mind.
Unlike D . C. T. Bereng, he draws much
wind from English poetry, Victorian et al., and uses
his vast knowledge of Sesotho lore only as a backcloth.
His poetry is intellectual, and shows a divided personality reconciling himself to the ideology of
the masters while, torn away from the "native" soil,
depriving himself of authenticity.
His mind, for all
its brilliant achievements in the field of Sesotho
literature, is not a match for the Miltonic epic
heights.
Azael Makara obscures his poetry with
archaisms and laboured associations.
His fanatical
devotion to litany and sectarianism marks him out
for a poet of the faith..
His poetic work, also entitled "Lipshamathe", is otherwise a wonderful achievement.
It is· vitiated by his religious fanaticism,
which can only be meant to please the Holy See at the
expense of the poet's capability and reflected reality.
This is the only work with which he entered the poetic
scene.
He was published by the Catholic Publishing
House, Mazenod, Lesotho, in the 'fifties - no date of
publication in the copy with the present author.
His "Lithoko tsa Lesotho" (Poem on Lesotho) and
"'Na, 'Mabana ka Utloa Bohloko" (Lesotho Laments
her Lost Children) should have been unsurpassed in
contemporary Sesotho poetry but for the poet's selfpity, helplessness and glowing sentimentality. It is
again that glorification of the advent of the missionary
which, we are t.old, delivered Lesotho from the Stygian darkness of paganism "where a witch-doctor's
gait failed under the crushing weight of medicinal
horns" . While we shall not deny our unfortunate
past, the historical perspective should always be a
guide to pinpoint the shortcomings and the bright side.
Here the poet has been eaten up with the whiteman's
diabolical talk of our savagery and his much vaunted
civilising mission.
The positive role of the missionary's activities has been exaggerated; and the truth
monstrously distorted in this poetic appraisal of our
past and present, which, of course, foresees our
future in terms of equality in the world to come.
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History
for Africa
Thomas Hodgkin
A THOUSAND YEARS OF WEST AFRICAN HISTORY
by J. F. Ade Ajayi and Ian Espie (Ibadan University
Press and Nelson, 25s.)
AFRICA IN THE NINETEENTH AND TWENTIETH
CENTURIES by Joseph C. Anene and Godfrey N.
Brown (Ibadan University Press and Nelson, 30s.)
These two books are stable companions both products of a Workshop on the teaching of
African history organised jointly by the Department
of History and the Institute of Education of the
University of Ibadan in March 1965.
Both books
and Workshop arose out of a -decision by the West
African Examinations Council to introouce new
papers, on 'The History of West Africa from A. D.
1000 to the present day' and 'The History of Africa
in the 19th and 20th Centuries' ~ into the sch·ool
certificate examination.
While designed primarily
to meet the needs of teachers, faced with the problem of teaching the new syllabus' with inadequate
material, these books are meant also for university
students and for the general reader.
They are in
the form of symposia, with essays on a variety of
topics contributed by members of the staff of the
University of Ibadan and specialists brought in from
outside.
The individual contributions differ a great
deal, as regards their actual quality, use of sources, a.pproach to their particular themes, level of
readership for which they appear to be intended,
and so forth.
And, as the editors frankly admit,
considerations of urgency - the importance of
making these books available to teachers as rapidly
as possible - have meant that they have been produced with the minimum of editorial work.
Of the two the Ajayi-Espie symposium seems
clearly the better work.
This is partly due to the
nature of its subject-matter.
The last thousand
years of West Afriean history is, from any point of
view, an admirable theme.
It possesses a genuine
unity
Though the evidence for particular societies,
regions and periods is still very defective and

scrappy, it is not essentially more so than the evidence for, say, the history of Greece and the
Mediterranean during the last millennium B. C. ,
which until recently was included in the basic training of the European young.
It is a field in which we
have to deal, not with what Professor Trevor--Roper
has called "the unrewarding gyrations of barbarous
tribes", but with history as "a form of movement,
and purposive movement too" . So one hoped that
this book would really succeed in pulling together
the results of recent research, making reasonably
clear the stage which our knowledge has now reached
indicating the nature of the problems which remain
unresolved and the broad lines along which work is
now going forward.
This is no doubt the aim.
Unfortunately in practice it has only been very partially realised.
There are some inter-esting and
suggestive contributions - for example, Professor
Thurston Shaw on 'The Approach through Archaeology to West African History', Christopher Fyfe on
'West African Trade', Professor Ajayi himself on
'West African States at the beginning of the 19th
Century', John Hunwick on 'The 19th-Century
'jihads".
But the book as a whole lacks coherence.
Much of it reads like a rehash of older secondary
works.
It contains a surprising number of avoidable errors.
And a good deal of the treatment of
the late pre-colonial and colonial phases of West
African history remains oddly European-centred.
In large part, no doubt, these weaknesses are
due to the fact that the book was produced in such a
hurry.
This accounts for the way i.n which the subject-matter of various chapters overlaps, and for
minor discrepancies - for example, the fact that we
are given the story of Idris Alooma's importation of
Turkish musketeers (or muskets?) into Bornu in
three different versions, in one of which they are said
to have come from Tripoli, in another direct from
Egypt (not by the Tripoli route), while the third simply speaks of them as having been imported from the
Ottoman Empire.
More worrying are some of the
wilder statements that seem to have slipped through
the editorial net: e.g. that "a close study of some
800 human skulls" from the Sahara, north of Tassili,
"suggests that the ancestors of West Africans of today played an important role in building the civilisation of ancient Egypt"; or that "we begin to hear of"
Kano in A. D. 999; that the kingdom of Tekrur "was
probably in existence at the beginning of the Christian
era"; that the boundaries of ancient Ghana were said
to have been "Senegal and Baule to the south and west
respectively" (presumably this should read "to the
west and south").
References to sources sometimes
give the impression of lack of familiarity with the
authors cited.
For example, we are told that "The writings of Arab Muslim. chroniclers
about West Africa appeared in the wake of
the religion of the Prophet: Ibn Munnabeh
wrote in A.D, 738, followed later by AIMasudi in A.D, 947,"
This passage does not make. clear that many of the
most valuable references to the Western Sudan, from
the 8th Century on, are to be found in the works of
.Arab geographers, not of chroniclers or historians.

I am not sure what is the point of the reference to
Ibn Munnabeh, who - as far as I am aware - does
not mention West Africa, nor why Al-Masudi is
singled out for special mention in this way.
In
general, in their handling of the history of the Sudanic States during the mediaeval period, the authors
seem to follow closely the conventional accounts of
Delafosse, Bovill, Trimingham, etc., and to pay
rather little attention to newer, more critical interpretations of the evidence.
When we come on to the 19th Century, for
which the evidence is relatively abundant, one would
hope that the main emphasis would be on the internal
changes taking place in African societies, developments in technology (including military technology),
the emergence of new social classes, ruling groups
and forms of state, the problems confronting West
African States in their relations with one another and
with the European Powers.
Some attention is given
to such topics, more certainly than would have been
the case twenty years ago.
But the text is still fairly
heavily loaded with conventional expansion-of-Europe,
scramble-for-Africa material.
There is a somewhat inadequate five-page note on Samori Toure, but
little attempt at a serious examination of late 19thDREAM OF UNITY
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Century movements of resistance to European penetration, . from the standpoint of their organisation,
ideas, basis of support, interrelations, or discussioll
of the causes of their ultimate failure.
This indeec1
'is the general line of criticism advanced by Dr. _Afigbo in his interesting sub-chapter, "A Reassessment
of the Historiography of the / ColoniaU Period 11,
which reads like a kind of minority report in relation
to this whole section of the book.
In their treatment
of the colonial period itself, most of the authors
seem anxious above all to hurt nobody's feelings/. and
tend therefore to steer clear of any real analysis of
the causes and character of the colonial system in
both the British and French territories, contenting
themselves too often with the most innocuous, and
sometimes meaningless, generalisations:"The colonial system came into being
because a number of people in Western Europe,
holding certain ideas in matters of religion,
social policy, politics and economics, came
into contact with African peoples holding different
ideas and living under a different system. .. In
the circumstances of the time, some sort- of
colonial system may have been inevitable, though
FREEDOM AND UNITY - UHURU NA UMOJA

Pan-Africanis'm and Political Unification
in West Africa

A Selection from Writings and Speeches
1952 - 1965
Julius K. Nyerere

Claude E. Welch
The author examines four political attempts
at linking French- and English-speaking
states, from the difficulties of Union in
Ghana and the Cameroons to the failure
of "Senegambia" and the "Union of African
States". He concludes that West African
unification is unlikely in the near future.
Cornell University Press
8 maps

The Introduction provides an important key
to President Nyerere' s philosophy. In it he
emphasizes that 'the choice -is not between
change or no change- the choice for Africa
is between changing or being changed' .
9 plates
45 s net
THOUGHTS ON NIGERIAN CONSTITUTION
Obafemi A wolowo

64s net

THE ARAB COLD WAR 1958 - 1964
A Study of Ideology in Politics
Malcolm Kerr

Chief Awolowo, who has played a leading
role in the work of constitution-making in
Nigeria in the past, discusses the reasons
for the failure of the suspended constitution and presents objective views on the remaking of the constitution for the future.
1 map, paper covers

The author seeks to explain the creation of
the United Arab Republic, the Lebanese
civil war, and the Iraqi revolution, in the
light of divergent ideological forces in the
Arab world, and with particular reference
to the tactical requirements of the Egyptian
revolution.
Chatham House Essays
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J . D . B. Miller
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it is possible to imagine several improvements in
the colonial system which actually came into being. "
It would be very disturbing if the West African young,
with all the problems that confront them at this stag'e
of their history, were to be trained to think so ineptly
about their past.

The hi st ory of A fric a in the 19th and 20th
Centuries is a very large and difficult subject to present in an intelligible and coherent way in a volume
of this kind.
The editors of this second symposium
have not made their own task easier by including in it
some entire chapters from the companion volume
dealing with West African history.
They have tried
to pick out certain general themes, such as the impact
of missionary activities and the emergence of new
elites, but these have only been worked out in a rather
sketchy and limited \v,ay.
The main body of the book
follows a regional approach" with the historical developments taking place in North, "Vest, East and
Southern Africa discussed in separate sectbns.
This means that the reader is given a good deal of
reasonably accurate detailed inform.ation, but unrelated often to the larger historical problems. Some

Mwalimu
speaks
Matthew Nkoana
FREEDOM AND UNITY / UHURU NA UMOJA, by
Julius K. Nyerere (Oxford University Press, 45s.)
Publication of this book, in January, coincided with what has come to be known as the Arusha
Declaration.
It is a pity that the declaration could
not be included in the book, which is a selection from
Nyerere's writings and speeches.
For it is clear
that our understanding of the declaration, a milestone in the social development of Tanzania, must perforce remain shallow until we read "Freedom and
Unity" .
It has recently been said that Rene Dumont' s
"False Start in Africa" is virtually compulsory reading among Nyerere's colleagues. -Dumont's book
has also been mentioned as the main influence behind
President Nyerere's recent moves on Socialism
based on self-reliance. But I very much doubt if the
French writer's work did anything more than confirm President Nyerere's own political philosophy.
The key to that philosophy, as the blurb
suggests, is provided in the introduction by the
President to this collection of speeches and writi!1g s .
The collection is an historical record of Tanganyika's
development to independence, tracing the process
from the formation of the Tanganyika African National Union to the present.
Inevitably, that process
is also the story of the President's own political
development.
Without a treasury of philosophicarworks
to lean back on, Africa has to make do with political

important terr.itories and peoples - such as the
Congo, Equatorial Africa, the Cameroons - which
seem to fall through the regional net, receive relatively little attention.
There is little attempt to
examine the development of proto-nationalist an9
national movements, and the problems raised by
partial decolonisation, in a comparative way. And,
as in the companion volume, there is this continuing
tendency to present historical processes from a
European-centred rather than an African-centred
point of view.
But at least both books do reflect,
though in a hesitant and inadequate way, the efforts
which historians have been making over recent years
to understand the changes taking place in African
societies.
As one contributor puts it:" ... Much can probably be made of local projects,
asking pupils to find out what social changes occurred in their area in the colonial pericx1, what
cash -crops were introduced, when road s were
built, who built the first storey house, when the
first bicycle was brought into the area, when
the missionaries arrived and who they were,
and many other questions. "
thinkers who are at one and the same time practical
men of affairs.
There has been a steadily rising
crop of this type 6f literature, produced under pressure.
The Nkrumahs and the Senghors have mad e
contributions to the pile, and now Nyerere has added
to it.
What makes this particular book especiaily
welcome is that it effectively debunks a lot of rubbish
which has been said about Nyerere' s attitude to
Socialism.
Many have projected his concept of
what he has called African familyhood as backwardlooking and an unscientific form of Socialism. One
has heard of this so often in critical tracts that it
even seemed unnecessary to read the President's
own work in order to form one's own opinion of him.
What is unscientific about it? Are those
many who pass for scientific socialists any good for
the future of Africa? These self-styled experts on
socialism must be the most dumbfounded and must
now wish they had not been so quick in pronouncing
judgment.
What emerges from this book is that President Nyerere is anxious to preserve a way of life
which is based on egalitarianism.
What makes
African familyhood an attractive concept is the absence in it of tendencies towards the exploitation
of man by man, a concept which extends beyond what
is known as a family unit in the European sense of
that word.
In this, family embraces all members
of a village community.
It is this impulse and spirit of communalism which informs the President's philosophy. It
is this and this alone which provides any justification for the system being known as African socialism,
denoting a condition of life in Africa which constitutes
a projection of primitive communism in the framework of modern social organisation. It is only fair
that it should be pointed out here that the President
does not himself call it African socialism.
The concept of self -reliance, although given
prominence for the first time in the Arusha Declaration, is not itself new.
The struggle for freedom in
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TanganyIKa (now Tanzania) had as one of its integral
components a deliberate emphasis on the idea of _£\.fricans themselves doing things unaided by others.
President Nyerere writes:
"The decision that TANU should accept
membership only from Africans (later defined
as any person having one African parent) was
a political decision necessary because of the
prevailing lack of self -confidence in the African
community.
Years of Arab slave raiding, and
later years of European domination, had caused
our people to have grave doubts about their own
abilities.
"This was no accident; any dominating
group seeks to destroy the confidence of those
they dominate because this helps them to maintain their position, and the oppressors in Tanganyika were no exception.
Indeed, . it can be
argued that the biggest crime of oppression and
foreign domination, in Tanganyika and elsewhere,
is the psychological effect it has on the people
who experience it ... "
This message should not (cannot) go unheeded
in Southern Africa.
Nyerere's fight for change by
constitutional means is well known.
His patient
negotiation at home and at the United Nations; his
deep concern about racial harmony in his own country - these qualities have in the past had a profound
effect on people to the south of the African continent.
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There have been those who, operating in a
totally different set -up, such as in South Africa,
have tried to emulate Nyerere - at what cost to the
struggle for liberation!
It was right for Nyerere to
champion the cause of non-racialism in Tanganyika
at a time when it was clear that the Africans would
~oon be masters of their own house.
He could afford
to preach love of the White man because his fight was
then almost over, and the end was in sight.
But what he was doing then unerringly for his
country used to be quoted with devastating effect
against the interests of the liberation movement in
southern Africa.
When the Nyerere attitude was
rehashed in South Africa, it all am.ounted to putting
the cart before the horse, and was.ridiculous in the
extreme.
I hope he will now, after publication of
this book, be better understood.
As a Pan-Africanist, President Nyerere
emerges as a practical person.
He feels deeply
about the problems which divide Africa at the moment, and tries to offer solutions in a practical way.
Some have accused him as seeking the never-never
long haul, through regional federations leading
eventually to Pan-African unity.
But regional federations are certainly not
things that are in themselves desirable but a practical necessity 'On the road to full unity.
This is
the way President Nyerere sees the problem.
He
is as convinced as anybody else can ever be that
unity is the only salvation for the small, often
ec onomically unviable states' of Africa.
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The State
of Black Being
se anderson

11T.J!\l~~K SI~TN, \VHITE l\1ASKS, by Frantz Fanon
(Grove Press, S 5.00) .
Negroes and Negrophiles cannot perceptively
re\-ie'\\~ Frantz Fanon's first book.
They cannot, for
that Dlatter, adequately revie\\T any of his writings.
It takes a Black man to criticise the thoughts of a
Black ll1an, for ,\ye share one more dimension \vith
,,·hich to vie\v the \vorld: Black Hun1anism.
Those 'of us \vho have set out on the long
journey to\\rards Black IIumanism are possessed by
special complexities clashing and cascading \vithin
us.
\Ve are fiercely torn on one side by our ancestor's Inagnificence and enslavement and on the other
side by the oppressive present, \vhile the unresolved
future rips our black souls in search for the same
j nner truths that \ve are out\vardly seeking.
Frantz Fanon, the black existential psychiatrist.
Fanon, the black man in search of the liberating truth.
His search compels him to fight with
passionate compassion so that his writings explode
,\\Tith revelations of the colonial reality.
He cries
out from his revolutionary experience that "the
\Vretched of the Earth" must start their liberation
froIn within.
f'or then their liberating spiral out'\varcl to'\vard hunlanism will rationally use the
oppressive violence bludgeoning their bodies and
.souls back against the mindless beast who. is
searching frantically for the questions of his ansv,'ers. "\Vhat matters is not to know the world but
to change it. "
The definitiveness of Fanon is a conti nuous
fio\\' from this first book, "Black Skin, White
~Iasks", through his political essays and "Studies
in a Dying Colonialism", into his Third -World
manifesto, "The Wretched of the Earth".
His
okra-spirit~:~ fills our mind's eyes with the black
rays of NOMMO~:~~:~, giving us understanding and
direction.
Fanon's Spirit - no longer encased in
colonized flesh - - moves black men to move.

"Black Skin, White Masks" parts the translucent curtains of objectivity enshrouding the psychology of the black man, specifically, and of the
colonized in general.
Before Fanon could reach the
level of racial relevancy in the "Wretched of the
Earth" and "Studi es in a Dying Colonialis~", before
he could perceive and move toward the humanism of
Black Truth, he had to go beyond Freud: beyond
symptomatizing and diagnosing the colonized (the
~:~ Okra - Ashanti for the "inner man", the Soul of
a man, as Fontella Bass sings.
~:~~:~NOMMO - An African expression meanIng The
\V ord, The Seed of Life, the Bearer of All Things
Dynamic.

blacks) wi.t.:' the assumptions of the colonizer's (the
white's) psychology.
For how can the psychological'
assumpt ions of the competitively cold white world of
"objectivity" be valid in the sensual and cooperatively
spiritual black world of subjectivity? Indeed, the
latter is closer to the earth, to life and living, to seeing men as men and not as manipulative things.
Fanon realised the psychological significance of
Leopold Senghor's words: "Emotion is completely
Negro as reason is Greek." Fanon knew that the
black man had to look inward anew ... in order to
see beyond.
To see beyond is to have understanding among the colonised so judgment may flourish
- so alienation can be destroyed.
The colonised (the blacks) must understand in
order to judge; hence, to disalienate.
But to understand means to communicate:
"To speak means to be in a position to use
a certain syntax, to grasp the morphology of
this or that language-, but it means above all,to
assume a culture, to support the weight of a
civilisation. " (pp 17-18)
When the colonised person's sole use of language is
to construct an impressionistic dialogue with his
master, he is furthering his self-hatred and alienation.
Fanon says to the colonised. ..
"We must
conceive of our utterances as a way ... " to take on a
world, a culture "that is and from us".
We, the
blacks - the colonised - must begin to see James
Brown, for example, as a legitimate cultural construct, as the whites - the colonisers - see
Mozart as culturally legitimate.
Fanon is saying
that, when the black man sheds his ethnic diaiect or
language as "primitively degrading" and adorns his
oppressor's language as "sophisticated" and right in
his frenetic quest for that whi te mirage of humanism, the black man has signed his spiritual death
warrant.
To be black is to produce simultaneously fear
and frustration in one's oppressed self and the
oppressor's self.
In Fanon's words, "the Negro is
a phobogenic object, a stimulus to anxiety". Fanon
realised that it was necessary to get down to the
nitty-gritty, the focal point; the crux of the colonial
mentality.
In his sixth chapter, "The Negro and
Psychopathology", Fanon's truth-seeking Black Rays
poetically glisten upon ... "a massive psychoexistential complex" which, through analysation, Fanon
destroys.
His destruction clea'rs the earth for the
foundation of a humanistic construct which is manifested in the "Wretched of the Earth" . For before
one builds in a revolutionary manner, one must
destroy.
Being a black revolutionary and being an
existential p~ychiatrist, Fanon knew that -he had to
explore the dark-strewn alleys and tense pillaged
jungles of the black psyche with the scientific technique of the West and the philosophical subjectivity
of the Bandung World.
The "fact of Blackness"
is the fact of two world -views. One black, one
white.
One of cooperation, one of competition. In
essence, one of humanism and one of cold objectivity.

" If a man is born in a society where
existence depends on competition he comes
to accept life as a struggle and inevitably
wants to exploit the differences between
himself and other people to inflate his own
ego.
He stops seeing these differences
just as differences but, in all good faith,
as inequalities.
All his education, home
training, social structure. .. every aspect
of his life is founded on 'inequality'." 1
So spoke my young Nigerian brother,
Obi B. Egbuna.
This is what Fanon is psychoanalytically driving home.
That for environmental, rather than physiological, reasons, the
European has been most vulnerable to the terminal disease of racism.
It is within this
competitive environment that Fanon exposes the
relationship between the neurosis of being black
and the neurosis of being the racist oppressor.
In one instance, we see that when a white man
spends most of his time trying to achieve material gains, he has little time to fulfil his sexual
needs.
In general, the black man has time to
fulfil this important need.
This contrast results in "negrophobic" attitudes by the white
man that force, or compel white-black relationships to be expressed on the genital level.
" ... when a white man hates black
men, is he not yielding to a feeling of
impotence or of sexual inferiority? Since
his idea is of an infinite virility, is there
not a phenomenon of diminution in the
relation to the Negro, who is viewed as
the penis symbol?" (p. 159)
Fanon beckons us onward; urges us not
to stop here.
We must go further.
For in the
eyes of the whites, the black man is not only the
genital - he is more.
"The black man is the
symbol of. Evil and Ugliness".
Fanon effectively persuades us to reflect on these oppressive assertions.
From this intellectual
endeavour he hopes the black man will develop the
thrust to move towards disalienation and selfdetermination.
We need not be naively narrowminded about ourselves and our gifts to the world.

"

I n a socIety
.
founded in cooperation ..
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man is not a means to an end, but the forces
o.f all human endeavour. "
Brothers, pick up this book and read about
the work that has been done on us.
Then, let us
resolve a new stance on the work that we have to
do.
Fanon tells us to start with Self.
But first
understand the Self and its historical and psychocuI tural origi n:
"Face to face with the white man, the
Negro has a past to legitimate, a vengeance
to exact .... " (p. 225)
And only then will leaders of the black liberation
understand the psychological, political, economic
and. cultural effects of racism and colonialisrn upon
theIr people.
Fanon did.
As we enter the battle between the beast and
our humanistic selves, Fanon's "okra-spirit" leaps
before us chanting the poetical words of "Black Skin
White Masks" to fill us with understanding that will'
prepare us for relevant action.
Fanon' s !l okraspirit" dances to the rhythm of his final prayer ...
"0 my bod y, make me always a man
who questions .... "
which becomes the revolutionary vector piercing
the temporal; making the way clearer for us who
will die to live.

Ghanaian
Apologia
Martin Legassick
THE GHANA COUP, by Colonel A.A. Afrifa (Frank
Cass, 258.)

It would be a mistake to waste too much
review space on this inevitable apologia for the
'coup' of February 24, 1966, which deposed President Nkrumah.
Afrifa's text, brief as well as
written with military terseness, is indeed more
sane and balanced than the hysteria which the Western press and the Ghanaian politicians, flocking back
from exile, have generated, and which emerges in
the preface and introduction, written respectively by
the arch-exile Busia, and by Tibor Szamuely, a
The Beckoning of Fanon guides us away
former lecturer at the Winneba Ideological Institute.
from the quagmires of a humanless culture. He
Szamuely feels obliged to engage in that form of
tells us not to get hung-up in the whirlpool of
self -flagellation characteristic of those whose god s
apolitically perceiving black culture from a tight
have failed: not only was Nkrumah bad, proclaims
ontological basis, when in reality" ... there is
Szamuely, he was a Fascist and a racist, encouranothi ng ontological about segregation".
We see
ging magic, idolatrous worship of himself, and
the Beckoning of Fanon calling us to embrace the
destroying
the "incurably happy-go-lucky" Ghanaian
need to struggle for manhood: Humanism.
way of life.
"It is my belief that a true culture
Afrifa himself is a frank man, and for this
cannot come to life under present conditions.
reason his account of his background and motivations
It will be time enough to talk 6f the black
are of value to those interested in the African miligenius- when the man (in us) has regained his
tary mind.
He came from a long line of chiefs who
rightful place. 11 (p. 187)
had served in positions of ~ommand in the Ashanti
... when the man has regained his rightful place ... Army, was a Christian (of various denominations),
and at secondary school won, in one year, prizes in
1
Obi B. Egbuna, "My Death Warrant", in 'The
Latin, Greek, Religious Knowledge, History (English, no doubt), English Language and Geography.
African Communist', No. 23 (London" 1965), p.74.
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Soon after joining the army, he was sent to Sandhurst, which has clearly become the point of reference of his life: "a wonderful,· mysterious institution" (pp 49-50).
He had drilled into him the
military worship of "honour", punishment as the
consequence of misdeed, "fair play" - and at
Sandhurst, or among Ghanaian exile friends, he
developed that familiar equation of "communist"
and "conspiracy", an adulation of chieftainship
(p.116) and a latent contempt for the "illiterate
masses".
Danquah's demand for gradual progress
towards Ghanaian independence is, for example,
defended as "most imperative because, even though
many Ghanaians were educated, nearly eighty per
cent of the population was illiterate".
Throughout,
indeed, the thought occurred to me that this book
could have been written by General Alexander (whose
book I reviewed in these columns s9me months ago):
he has identical things to say about the Ghanaian
soldier, the Ghanaian army in the Congo. But it is
equally typical of the Ghanaian non-military bourgeoisie, who, as a friend of mine once said, "would
all be wearing lawyers' wigs if it wasn't so hot".
What emerges also from the book is that the
army, far from being concerned with Nkrumah's
regime, intervened only when it itself was affected
- when the officers felt it was being run on "family
sentiments" (p. 42), that the President's Guard got
special treatment (p. 102), that Generals had been
unfairly dismissed (p. 104), that the army was being
prepared for a campaign in Rhodesia for which it
was not equipped (p. 105).
What else, however,
could one expect from officers who would censure
their new Chief of Staff for "cigar-smoking in
public and in uniform" (p. 100).
The various assertions made by Afrifa
regarding Nkrumah' s domestic and foreign policies,
and his motivations for them, are always very
debateable, and in some cases untrue.
Nkrumah
never executed political opponents (p. 119), he could
by no stretch of the imagination be accused of selling
his country to the Russians (p. 110), or of preaching
"communism of the Chinese type" (p. 124), and his
pan-African policy requires much more sophisticated examination than the bald accusation that he
\vished to head a United States of Africa.

Last year 'Monthly Review Press' published
an assessment of Nkrumah's regime called "Ghana:
End of an Illusion" by Bob Fitch and Mary Oppenheimer, two Berkeley radicals.
Opinions, even
among socialists, differ on the merits of this work,
which was written without first-hand experience of
the country.
It does, however, make a number of
stimulating points: the conservatism of Nkrumah in
the 1950's, which became reflected in the structure
of the CPP, the role of the Gold Coast (and other
colonies) in making possible the British post-war
economic revival, the fact that it was the development
plan of Arthur Lewis, and not the profligacy of the
regime, which depleted the country's foreign reserves between 1957 and 1961, the inability of the CPP
and the structures it had created around it to escape
from the rnythical history they had established for
themselves, and to regain touch with the really radi-

cal elements in the country (Sekondi-Takoradi workers, agricultural workers, etc.) to reinvigorate
itself and them, when Nkrumah' s development strategy and world view was altered after 1961.
The
study misinterprets Nkrumah and the CPP in asserting that they believed they were a socialist state they only claimed they were building one.
But it
does issue a challenge to other African leaders who
claim to be working towards socialism to continually
question their strategy; to question the role foreign
investment can play, to question the structure of the
party and where its support comes from, above all,
to question themselves and permit open self -criticism
by the party.
Democracy and socialism do not reside, ultimately, in institutions, leaders, policies,
slogans, or laws, but in the attitudes and actions of
participating persons.
The Ghanaian experiment
has, initially, failed.
Meanwhile there are others.
And meanwhile Colonel Afrifa and his colleagues,
who dislike "funny Chinese-type tunics" (p. 122) can
return to their absurd Briti~h wigs.

Human
Ethology
Simon Ottenberg
THE TERRITORIAL IMPERATIVE: A Personal
Inquiry into the Animal Origins of Property and
Nations, by Robert Ardrey (Atheneum)
Ardrey, author of the well-known "African
Genesis", now writes a serious "popular" book of a
more general vein.
Here he moves toward a new
view of man's instincts and their implications for the
future of human society.
The work is pessimistic,
yet he himself feels optimism is possible.
Ardrey,
a play and screen writer, is committed to no single
academic discipline, moving freely over ideas in a
\vide range of disciplines.
Much of his thinking
comes from studies of animal behaviour in the wild,
from the newly developing field of 'ethology'.
The
research in this area is controversial and the arguments of specialists often draw on technical points.
It is thus difficult for a generalist to work his way
through details, and Ardrey sometimes gives the
impression of unanimity among scientists where it
does not exist.
Yet he writes interestingly of
animal behaviour and its relationship to man.
Ardrey feels that we have underplayed man's
animal origins and nature.
In the past forty ·years
or so we have grossly underemphasised his instinctive aspects while overstressing his capacity for
learned behaviour.
He takes the territorial instinct
as his example, but he means more than this single
pressure of man and some other animals to automatically gain and defend territory.
He feels that
competition between males, especially of a species,
is not so much a conflict over possession of females,
as it is over territory as property. . He does not
totally discredit Freud and sex, but feels that other
instincts such as that associated with territory, are
more significant than the sexual drive and have been
neglected.
Territorial behaviour as instinct is con-

nected with survival of many animal species, including man.
In humans it is an open instinct for there
is a high level of learning associated with it.
In
many lower forms behaviour is more closed and
programmed.
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as well as other sciences.
The world is, after all,
composed- of people who believe that man is a peaceloving animal and yet we all practise war, but prac- tise it as if it were an exception, not a normal turn of
our lives.
Although Ardrey's descriptions of animal
behaviour are important and instructive, when he
moves to man and human social problems the bride-es
that he makes with the other animals is not sure, the
discussion of human nature and instincts has a trite
quality to it and is much less convincing than his
writing on the Uganda kob and other species.
The
matter of man's instincts is today lost in a miasma
of conflicting tests and reports from a dozen scientific disciplines and his own view, that they play an
important role in man, does not reassure us at all by
his own examples.
His few brief comments on South
Africa show this clearly.
Ardrey is most correct
to reopen these issues but his own evidence on man
is mainly speculative.

He moves through a range of studies to show
territorial behaviour in animal forms.
There is the
arena behaviour in the Uganda kob, for example,
where a few males control special sections of land
for themselves and where the only breeding occurs;
other kobs do not have intercourse.
There are the
territorial controls of male-female animal pairs, the
robin, for example.
He analyses the still unsolved
problems of the homing instincts of many animals the return to a territory.
There are interesting
descriptive passages on animal behaviour, perhaps
the best part of his book.
On less sure grounds he then postulates that
all higher animals and possibly many lower forms
have three needs: security, stimulation and identity.
These fundamental features take different forms in
animal societies that have inward antagonism, what
he calls a 'noyau' society, as against those with outward antagonisms, the nation.
Moving from animals
to humans, Italy is his example of a 'noyau', a society
with inward conflicts that has been ineffective in outward aggression; and f or nations, there are many,
THE ZULU AFTERMATH: A Nineteenth-Century
such as Russia or the United States, that have fea Revolution in Bantu Africa, by R. Omer-Cooper
tures similar to higher animal forms.
From here
(Longmans" 35s.)
he goes on to a discussion of man's wars, especially
World War 11" in terms of his categories of analysis.
Late in the nineteenth century a few white
He sees man as an animal, having" through his hisSouth Africans began systematically to collect and
tory and back to the earliest prehistoric hominid
record the traditional histories of the indigenous
forms, a sense of territory and being a predatory
inhabitants of the country: the volumes produced by
form.
Man has been a killer of not only animals, but
Stow (1905), Ellenberger (English translation by
of man, from earliest times.
In man aggression is
McGregor, 1912), and Bryant (published in 1929,
innate.
We cannot get rid of it by acting as if it were
though Bryant had been collecting tradition since
not there.
We must recognise it.
When aggression
1883), were the major results.
These works are
in human society is turned outwC;lrd, toward other
uncritical, burdened with fallacious or outdated 'a
human societies" there is a high level of amity within
priori' conceptions, overly concerned with narrative
the aggressor group, when it is turned inward there is rather than analysis" refusing to consider in any but
not, of course.
This is man's problem-how to
the most superficial terms the motivations of the
handle his innate aggressive behaviour without leading
groups and leaders with which they dealt.
Neverto war" to produce internal amity without external
theless" they form, like the writings of Delafosse for
destruction.
the Western Sudan, the indispensable basis from
Ardrey ponders the problem" then" of how
which most subsequent historical studies of African
man" with his stress on a territorial base" his presocieties in South Africa have taken off.
Unfortudatory instincts" his needs for relief from boredom"
nately, from then until now, most of the accretions
for identity and for security, can live with his fellow
to the body of tradition which they collected have
men.
While he is not able to offer final solutions he
gathered incidentally, in the work of anthropologists
feels that we have avoided facing the problem of man's whose main concerns have lain elsewhere, or of
animality.
He is well aware that his views on
interested amateurs.
Historians of South Africa
human instinct tend to label him a reactionary, not
have devoted less and less attention to indigenous
only scientifically but also in a political sense: that
African societies: for both liberal and settler histohis attitudes towards territory and predatory beharians, "non-white" peoples have been no more than
vuour can be usef to justify fascism, apartheid and
pawns in the games of white expansion and white
other non-democratic forms, and that he himself
"nation-building", colonial policy and "native admiviews the territorial imperative as some justification
nistration", a faceless irrational mass who suffered
for capitalistic as against socialistic forms of goor were happy only in response to white actions. In
vernment.
Yet he feels that these are side issues;
this, South African historians have fallen short even
the questions he raises must be resolved.
of that master-racist and settler-apologist George
It is hard to disagree with his central theses. McCa11 Theal: a perusal of his eleven-volume history
We do put too much distance between us and the rest
of South Africa shows far greater space devoted to
of the animal world and we need to re -examine our
the doings of African societies than any subsequent
view of human instincts, using the results of ethology
general history.
For Theal the "non-whites" were

Mfecane
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indeed variously indolent, cruel, hypocritical, savage, servile, cunning, and always inferior.
But,
even if these were ethnocentrically ascribed, Africans did have qualities, attributes.
Set against this background, "The Zulu
Aftermath" is a revolutionary book.
For the first
time a historian of South Africa is using the sources
and techniques which have been developed by modern
African historians, is searching for themes and
patterns in the interplay of African societies and not
as imIJosed by whites.
This book is historiographically revolutionary, and it is ambitious (it covers
much of the nineteenth century in time and ranges
over parts of East and Central Africa, as well as
South Africa in space); its sources, its theses, its
method and its organisation, therefore deserve
attention.
Because of the scope of this volume, the
sources used are largely secondary - the existing
syntheses on particular tribal groups made by anthropologists, or earlier by collectors of oral
tradition.
The more accessible of published
contemporary accounts have also been used. OmerCooper has also inc'orporated unpublished archival
material from the Portuguese archives and those of
the Methodist IVlissionary Society, and from the
scarce "Journal des Missions", of the Paris Evangelical Mission Society, which provides interesting
new factual ma terial on the relations of Dingane,
Shoshangane and Zwangendaba with the Portuguese,
of the movements of Ifigh Veld groups, and of events
in t..he soutWern Nguni area.
He uses his material,
.as has rarely been the case with it before, to elucidate the rnovements and motivations of African
groups - but he has, as I am sure he is aware, only
scraped the surface of the sources he has used. The
published sources, periodicals, official publications
- not to mention missionary archives and private
archives _. are rich with evidence for elaboration
of the themes of the present book, and the study of
similar themes with the same methodology.
The major part of the book deals with the
consequences of the revolution which transformed
the independent chiefdoms of the Northern Nguni into
the Zulu state, but it is, perhaps, in the chapters
dea1 ing with this transformation that Omer-Cooper
is D10st analytically original.
He argues that the
revolution was caused, in general terms, by population increase, and, more specifically, that a
"local centre of high pressure" (p. 2) developed in
Zulul and.
This led to increased inter-group warfare, and the growth of larger-scale political
communities adopting the Sotho age-regiment systern.
His thesis is more persuasive than any other
advanced because it gives structural reasons for
both the time and the place in which the transformation occurred: no other theory not based on "personality'! has done this.
Omer-Cooper also stresses
that a number of larger-scale communities were
formed (the Ndwandwe, the Ngwane, the Mtethwa perhaps the Hlubi?) and implies that the later emphasis on the dominance of Dingiswayo's Mthethwa
may be hindsight based on the emergence of Shaka's
Zulu state from this confederacy.
The author's
ace ount of the structure of the state is also valuable,

since Gluckman's account in 'African Political
Systems' is based on the later state of Mpande.
In the remainder of the book, Omer-Cooper
considers the effects of the rise of the Zulu state on
most of the other communities of Southern Africa.
Some, like Shoshangane's, Zwangendaba's.\ and
Sebetwane's followers, moved northwards across the
Limpopo.
Others, such as the southern Sotho, the
Swazi, the Ndebele (and, in a smaller way, the
Mpondo) established larger-scale, better and more
centrally organised state systems than they had had
before south of the Limpopo (though the Ndebele
eventually moved to Rhodesia) . Other communities
were simply caught up in the general process of
change and migrated, disintegrated and recombined
until the situation stabilised.
Omer-Cooper's
separate narratives of the fortunes of these communities are always competent, and often contain new
information or analysis of motivation.
Where he is
discussing the structure of the resulting states ehe
deals best with those groups where anthropologists
have been before him, such as the Swazi, the Southern Sotho and the Ndebele.
The weakest section is
that on the Southern Nguni and the Mfengu: two
chapters comprising eleven pages.
The lack-of
adequ8.te secondary monographic historical writing
on the Southern Nguni (the Xhosa, the Thembu and
the Mpondo, etc.) is a strange 'lacuna' in South
African studies, considering the emphasis given in
Soutb African history to 100 years of warfare on the
"Eastern Frontier" .
There is a more general comment which
should, however, be made on this main section of
the book.
Omer-Cooper is dealing with an incredibly complex set of actions and responses, constructive and destructive forces, patterns and movements.
He has chosen to deal with these by isolating specific
groups and their leaders and following them through
to, usually, the end of the nineteenth century.
He
has aimed, he claims, "to sacrifice a certain degree
of depth and detail in the treatment of particular
movements in order to preserve a picture of the
coherence and interconnectedness of the whole vast
process" (p. 7) In fact it is debateable if his method
of organisation does thi s.
In a situation where one
is dealing with both state -formation and migration, a
more flexible approach with some chapters based on
geogrcp hical areas or on specific time -periods
might be more valuable.
Sebetwane's activities on
the High Veld, for example, are more closely linked
to other invasions of the High Veld than to his subsequent state -formation north of .the Zambezi.
Also,
in view of the author's aims, it is questionable
whether there are not too many names, places and
dates for the reader to assimilate, and whether a
good deal of the narrative might not have been replaced by a comparative structural analysis of the
:types of states which formed in the Zulu aftermath,
and the relevance and applicability of terms such as
"kingdom", "nation", "empire", "tribe".
In the
context of this revolution, how does one define
"ethnicity", and what is its relation to genealogical
descent, political affiliation, and cultural pattern?
These questions are also relevant to an
earlier article of mine in these pages on prenineteenth century South African history, and to
j

Omer-Cooper's assertion that all the events he
described stem from the rise of the Zulu state.
Was the growth of population the only dynamic force
in pre-nineteenth century Southern Africa? What
about trade, what about events north of the Limpopo?
How far do we need to rethink the very terms 'Nguni'
and 'Sotho' as operational categories in this earlier
time-period? Were there other more specific
events on the High Veld, in "Rhodesia", in "Mozambique", which precipitated or influenced the Zulu
state -formation process? The answers will not be
found easily, and it is going to take great courage
(as academics measure such qualities) to search
them out ·with no certainty of finding anything new,
or indeed anything at all.
This book, however,
besides establishing the central significance of the
'Mfecane' to southern African history right up to the
present day (see Chapter 12), has given a base from
which this work can begin, and many new ideas to
be tested in more d~tailed study.
No South African
historian can afford to be without the gust of fresh
air it brings.
In conclusion I should perhaps mention one
or two minor errors, some perhaps misprints, some
not.
The Pedi were not in the Zoutpansberg, but in
the Lydenburg district (p. 133), Langalibalele's war
was in 1873-4 and not 1892 (p. 86), and Sebetwane's
route, according to the recently published "Missionary Correspondence" of Livingstone (edited by
Isaac Schapera) extended much farther due north of
Serowe before turning west than the map on p. 116
indicates.

Old Myths,
New Truths
John Henrik Clarke
AFRICA, HISTORY OF A CONTINENT, by Basil
Davidson (Macmillan, New York, $ 25.00)
AFRICAN KINGDOMS~ by Basil Davidson and the
Editors of Time-Life Books ($ 3.95)
THE GROWTH OF AFRICAN CIVILIZATION, A
History of West Africa, 1000-1800, by Basil Davidson, with F. K. Buah, MA, and the advice of Prof.
J.F.A. Ajayi, BA, Ph.D. (Longmans, $2.00)
A POLITICAL HISTORY OF TROPICAL AFRICA, ·by
Robert I. Rotberg (Harcourt, Brace and World, Inc.
$ '12.50)

In the book "Africa: History of a Contin'ent" the writer Basil Davidson and the photographer
Wern~r Forman have combined their respective
talents to produce a long photo-essay on African
History that compliments the subject.
In this book,
Basil Davidson continues to show growth and depths
in -his knowledge of this subject that has been so long
neglected or distorted.
The text of the book is a
perfect wedding of first-hand knowledge and prodigious research, that comes as the result of years of
study, travel and experience.
In addition to eyaluating the most recent historical research and archae0logical findings, Basil Davidson offers a clear and
scholarly account of the growth and development of
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old civilizations in Africa and traces their internal
development as well as their varied links with Asia.
Europe and America.
The book presents the essence of African
History and calls attention to the need for further
study.
The author, properly, begins at the beginning by showing Africa's importance in the development of early types of hominid and of homo sapiens,
the forgotten world of the' green Sahara', 5000 -2000
B, C., as the cradle of early cultures, some consequences of Saharan desiccation and the beginnings of
the African Iron Age north and south of the Sahara.
In dealing with the old myths and new
truths about Africa, Basil Davidson has asked for a
reconsideration of the entire field of African studies
in the following statement:
"Whether in the field of scientific
archaeology, the study of languages or the
movement of ideas, the assembly of historical
tradition or the elucidation of records written
by Africans, Europeans, Asians and Americans,
fruitful labour and learning in several countries
over the past few decades have produced a large
body of explanatory work, and have proved that
the writing of African history need be neither
the repetition of romantic legend nor the mere
listing of faceless· names and battles long ago.
These historical advances have swept away
some old myths and established some new truths, "
Werner Forman's brilliant photographs
complement the text without intruding upon it.
In
both w.ords and pictures the book is a record of
Afr{can achievement from prehistoric times to the
present.
AFRICAN KIN; DOMS is part of the series
"Great Ages of Man", a History of the World's
Cultures.
This volume represents the continuation
of the trend toward publ ishing books on Africa that
can be understood by the lay reader who has no prior
knowledge of the subject.
It is, frankly, a popular
treatment of the subject, and such a treatment is
needed.
The reader needs a simplified overview of
this subject that had been made difficult by distortions and omissions.
African History is no more
than the missing pages of World History.
Honest
historians like Basil Davidson are attempting to put
these missing pages back into their proper place.
The remarkable thing about the retelling of
the histories of the old African Kingdoms is that we
learn that at certain periods these Kingdoms were far
ahead of the nations of Europe in their state organisation and in attention to the welfare of their people.
Here are some of the insights into the Golden Age of
African History that are reflected in the pages of
this book:
Eight thousand years ago, while vestiges
of the ice age chilled Europe, the Sahara we know
today as an empty, arid desert was a fertile region
whose flowing rivers and grassy valleys teemed
with fish and wild animals.
During the next 6, 000
years in this inviting land, waves of migrants
developed a series of increasingly advanced societies,
which they recorded in a collection of remarkably
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beautiful scenes carved and painted on n.ative rockthe most complete record of early African civilisations and Stone Age life to be found anywhere . . .
For IYlany centuries Africa and its people
seemed mysterious and even perverse to the rest of
the \vorld.
Generations of traders anchored their
ships on the continent I s glittering surf line and pushed
their caravans through ~ts dry, abrasive plains. They
knew and valued Africa 1 s gold and ivory, but the continent itself rem,ained a puzzle.
Where had Africans
come from? \iVhy were they so different from other
men?
This and many other new books on Africa
are answering some of the long outstanding questions.
i\S Basil Davidson has said:

"Africa has not been, after all, a land
of unrelieved savagery and chaos.
On the
contrary, its people have had a long and lively
history, and have made an impressive contribution to man 1 s general mastery of the world.
They have created cultures and civilisations,
evolved systems of government and systems of
thought, and pursued the inner life of the spirit
with a consuming passion that has produced some
of the finest art known to men. "
THE GROWTH OF AFRICAN CIVILISATION
was planned for students of history in West Africa
who were preparing for the General Certificate of
Education and similar public examinations. The
writers and their adviser have written this book to
dispel the idea that there was no African History
before the coming of the Europeans.
In their research for the book they discovered that, until very
recently, what was designated as textbooks on African history was nothing more than accounts of
Africans' encounters with the Europeans written by
merchants, missionaries and colonial servants.
The book c'overs the 500 years, 1000 to
1500 A. D ., before thee Europeans started to come
into Africa in large' numbers, and continues through
1800, the period when the Western slave trade was
converted into the modern colonial system.
By using
this approach the reader is able to see what was
accomplished in Africa before the slave trade and
what, in Afrtca and in Europe, set in motion this
tragic era in African History.
This book is recommended as an introduction to the history of West Africa.

A POLITICAL HISTORY OF TROPICAL
AFRICA is the first attempt to tell the political history
of the g.reater portion of Africa.
The idea is an ambitious one and it succeeds most of the way. Professor Rotberg first attempts to deal with the general
history of Africa as a preface to the political histOry.
He observes that the existence.of African history has
in recent years achieved widespread recognition . . .
No longer can otherwise distinguished educators and
journalists call Africa the continent without a past or
imply that the people of tropical Africa had no history
before" the coming of the white man.
This said, Professor Rotberg starts his

"Political History of Tropical Africa" at the most
logical starting point, with a brief history of "Africa
in Ancient Times" and "The Story of the Rise and
Fall of Kush" . We learn that the ancient African
politicians were men, and women, of wisdom and
stature who built great states and Empires before
Europe was born.
The story continues with the
relationship of "Tropical Africa and the Mediterranean World" and shows the early development of
political thought as reflected in great African personalities like King Pepi 11 (c. 2235 B. C.), King Senusret I of the Twelfth Dynasty (c.1970-1936 B. C.),
King Tuthmoisis I (c.1530-1520 B.C.), and the most
remarkable W>man of the ancient world, Queen
Hatshepsut.
In the assessment of the politics of mediaeval 'West Africa, Professor Rotberg writes a concise
history of the rise and fall of the main empires and
independent states of the Western Sudan and shows
how the internal strife within these states and the
expansion of Europe after the Middle Ages made the
slave trade possible.
This political history was long overdue.
Fortunately, it is comprehensive enough to serve as
a model for future books on this subject.

DEVELOPMENT
PLANNING
Peter C.Garlick
Foundations of an African Economy: A study in
investment and growth in NigeriC:l by Ojetunji
Aboyade. (Praeger, New York)
Investment, growth and planning in Nigeria
(which incidentally would have been a simpler and
more helpful title) form the subject matter of
Dr. Aboyade's useful contribution to the Praeger
Special Studies series. It is, for the most part,
forcefully written, with the author's viewpoint and
his concern with the urgency of the problems strongly
projected and well argued in controversial areas..
The book, the off - spring of a Cambridge Ph. D. these
thesis and of planning experience- in Nigeria, is
intended for students of economic developmen~,
applied economics and African affairs, professional
economists in policy advisory work, and economic
research workers interested in methodological
problems in Africa.
Dr. Aboyade's purpose is to pr~ovide a discussion in depth of the economic development of
Nigeria with special reference to capital investment
and the mture of planning, past and future. Capital
formation he sees as central to the development of
an underdeveloped economy. Past planning techniques
though not without achievement, are inadequate for
Nigeria's development problems, which "would seem
to call for an alternative approach that starts from the
grass roots of effective organization for planned
management and then re-examines the whole programming technique in a new light. I'

In the first half of the book, Dr. Aboyade
examines capital formation in relation to the theory
of development, the problems and methodology of
estimating capital formation by sector, and the level
and composition of investment. The second half of
the book is concerned with Nigeria's experience,
especially in the 1962 -68 Plan, the economic institutional setting of Nigeria, and Dr. Aboyade's view
of Nigerian planning for economic development in
the future.
There is space in this review for only a few
of the many topics raised in the book, and none for
the numerous asides one might wish to include. There
is much useful discussion of theoretical material;
brief observations about some development theory
concerpts - vicious circles, dualism, subsistence,
capital-output ratios - in a Nigerian context; and
in greater detail, the theory of capital, and of
development planning, in economic growth.
Dr. Aboyade's concern for fruitful, well-directed
capital investment leads to a detailed examination
of the high proportion of residential building in
total capital formation in the 1950's in Nigeria,
and, at one point, to a comparison with more developed countries at "broadly comparable stages
of growth" - with the U. K., Germany, Italy, and
the U. S. A., at overlapping periods in the second
half of the 19th century, for example. This, related to Nigeria's own possible take -off situation,
left one reader with his feet off the ground, an experience which recurred at some points in the final
chapter (where, it must be said, the author clearly
behaviour" that leads to prestige spending on luxury
houses and consequently a misallocation of scarce
resources. However, not all the expenditure in pri vate building is irrational from the individual point of
view. Given the situation, it is perhaps difficult to
find better private investment opportunities for aware
businessmen and farmers with money, than in houses
to let in the major urban centres. Dr Aboyade' s comI
-prehensive planning approach would seek to achieve
a better use of real resources and available funds,
and at the same time to meet the society's housing
needs.
The 1962-68 Plan, its achievements and its failures,
as Dr. Aboyade sees tham, are a major concern of
the book. The background and outlook of Professor
Wolfgang Stolper of the Univeristy of Michigan, the
Plan's chief architect, are thoroughly examined.
While Professor Stolper did "an impressive job",
notably in establishing some "sound principles of administrative decisions", he did not "share the wider
conception of planning as an instrument to achieve a
different social order" to which Dr. Aboyade g
himself subscribes. In his criticism of the Plan Dr.
realises the complexity of the problems he confronts). The conclusion, that "the structure of
capital formation in the Nigerian economy was relatively lopsided and was not conducive to its effective structura: transformation and rapid development"J
helps to explaIn why a rising capital formation in the
1950's was accompanied by a falling growth rate. He
sees a case for policy makers to curb the "irrational

Aboyade offers observations, which are both dis- 35
cerning and controversial, about the criteria used by
the planners.
Recognizing the importance of economic institutions
in promoting development, Dr. Aboyade exalllines the
Nigerian scene with a view to reorganizing existing
institutior:s whe.re necessary. New ores are suggested
some to fIt a wIder West African setting, for West
Africa considered as a continental sub-region makes
more sense than any smaller national area in terms
of the considerable grov.rth that is envisaged. The
planners, then, lllUSt facilitate the attendant social
change inherent in the economic development to be
wrought; they must allow for flexibility at all stages,
and for a more responsible and concerned role on
the part of the political leadership; and they must
identify and seek out the empirica.l material required
for optimum planning. But planning must be a twoway process, grounded in grass-roots initiative and
enthusiasm ..

Writing before the tragedies of 1966, Dr. Aboyade's
anxieties about - indeed castigations of - the role of
politicians proved well-founded. Imaginative, inspired and informed political leadership is required.
Incidentally, Dr. Aboyade regards the association
with the European Common Market as being in the
wrong long-rerm direction of West African development.

The publisher deserves a little censure. Apart from
the hand-out leaflet's illustrative 'TqudB.tion", which
improves upon the text, editorial Americanisation
of the original spelling has left, in the offset reproduction, gaps and slanted letters such that there is
an argument for leaving spellings unchanged, especially since not all were picked up and other editorial jobs were neglected (for example, "animal
capital formation TT , p.64; and "the pIa nners made
the serious mistake of stopping one step short if
their enumerated principles were not to be thrown
to the winds in the administrative stampede ..... ",
p.185).

This book, like others in the series, is highly
priced. There is no index. Seventy-five pages
(about one-fifth) of the book form the billiography,
which allows us, thesis-fashion, to see in detail
the sources of Dr. Aboyade's thinking (quite apart
from over thirty pages of footnotes)if this is desired. It will be a pity if the book has priced itself
out of the market for some readers for whom it is
intended - it wo uld make stimulating seminar material for university students.
Whether of not the reader finds· Dr. Aboyade's
general argument too ambitious, this volume is
an informred, concerned, tholg ht-provoking
attempt to combine macro and micro approaches
to development planning in a West African setting.
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ANALYSIS AND
METAPHYSICS
David Brokensha
Political Change in a West African State: a study of
the modernisation process in Sierra Leone. by Martin Milson (Harvard University Press)
Ambiguous Africa: cultures in collision. by Georges
Balandier (translated from the French by Helen
Weaver) (Pantheon Books, New York)
Although these two books are markedly dissimilar in
purpose, organisation and style, a combined review
has the advantage of emphasising the distinguishing
chara cteristics of each, and of indicating the wide
range of possible comments on modern Africa.
Both books are concerned with the effects of colonialism on Africa, and with an assessment of contempory problems facing new states in Africa,
though the two authors approach their studies in
diametrically opposed ways.

are neatly fused. Kilson outlines, in chronological
order, the changes that took place in Sierra Leone
soci~l an~ political institutions over this period,
dealIng wIth the establishment of colonial rule the
role of traditional authorities, the developme~t of
nationalism, progress to self-government and
gro~h of political parties. Throughout, he pays
partIcular attention to events at the local level
which made his book both eminently readable 'and
also illuminating for specific changes.
'
Several main themes run through the historical
account; these include a series of relationships,
such as that between British District Commissioner and Chief, between Chiefs and political parties
(or "tradition and nationalism"), between tradi- '
tional authorities and the new district councils.
Kilson gives a convincing account of the colonial
situation, incidentally .relying largely on our
second author, Balandier, for his classic interpretation of colonialism in A,frica: the major
features of colonialism are the state of dependency, and the importance of the market economy.
The ".d ?ctrinair and nearly pathological obsession
?f ~rltlsh CO;,o~ial authorities with the theory of
IndIrect rule IS observed. Kilson devotes much
space to the course and effects of the transfer of
po,:er, being quite explicit in his interpretation
of Its non-revolutionary character, and the consequences thereof. Among the minor themes are
the urban poor and voluntary associations; elites
and .education, ethnic affiliation, newspapers,
b USlness and corruption; the '''young men"; women
in political life; the Poro Society and the peasant
tax riots; social stratification and social class.

Martin Kilson, of Harvard University, has written
an unusual book for a political scientist. Political
scientists studying Africa now outnumber scholars
from any other discipline; the current list of
Fello\vs of the African Studies Association (U. S. A. )
shows that nearly a quarter of the 654 Fellows are
political scientists. Now most of these scholars
are concerned with "macro" -studies, with examinations of political parties at the national level, or
with relations between states, or with constitutional
developments.. Kilson has joined the relatively few
other perceptive scholars who realise the necessity
of studying events at the local as well as the national level, and it is this feature that gives his
book its special worth. "Political change among
rural and urban masses is one of the most neglected aspects of the study of modern African politics." And - "above all else, African development or modernisation is, I think, fundamentally
a matter of transformation of rural or local
society, muchmore than it is a matter of largescale industrialisation, which cannot possibly
occur in the foreseeable future." To develop
this central theme, Kilson uses t he techniques
of the sociologist and the historian, incidentally
illustrating that what one studies is more important than one's academic discipline: to-day
there is a great need for an inter -disciplinary
approach, such as is admirably used in this
volume. Kilson has combined the anthropological-type study of local communities with the
historian's use of documentary sources, fitting
his data into his analytical framework, derived
from sociological and political theorists.

Kilson's book is excellent in several respects: it
is clearly written, well-organised, achieves a nice
balance between description and analysis, has a
wide validity, and is handsomely printed. It
should encourage other students of political science
to concentrate on local .developments, rather than
atte~pting studies that are vague and grandiose.. or
detaIled but Ultimately shallow discussions of political events at a national level.

The book can be considered on two levels: pri marily, it is a study of modernisation ("that complex of
changes resulting from the contact of Western technological, industrial societies") in Sierra Leone,
over the period 1896 to 1961. On a second level, the
book is a profound study of processes of social and
political change in modern Africa, and the two levels

What a contrast Balandier's book presents: Georges
Balandier, perhaps the mos t distinguished French
Africanist, has been studying Africa since 1946, and
is justly esteemed for his penetrating sociological

It is easy to find parallel conclusiongs for other
African states, particularly those of West Afr:i ca.
Kilson's themes - politics (.vb ich he describes as
"mainly about power and what power brings to
those who hold it"), politicians, political parties,
relations with traditional authorities and with peasants - have a wide applicability. His "analysis ...
leaves few grounds for optimism, and a movement
toward full-fledged authoritarian rule in the near
future would be no surprise. " Recent events in
Sierra Leone certainly justify this statement.

analyses ot' the colonial situation, and of social
change, in his earlier work "Sociologie Actuelle de
l'Afrique Noir" (1955) and in a series of important
articles. "Ambiguous Africa", however, is a book
of a different order.
The book first appeared in French in 1957, and was
based on Balandier's observations and impressions
made in Africa over the previous decade. He deals
mainly with French-speaking Africa, with occasional references to Ghana or Nigeria; he does not
always identify the location of his observations,
but generalises for all Africa, an unwise procedure.
The book is loosely organised and rambling, consisting of almost psychedelic thoughts on negritude,
race, diversity of African cUltures, "the style of the
architects of modern Africa, " "Young Africa", the
cities, place of traditional dances, art and ritual,
effects of Christianity. Much of the writing is
greatly out of date, and the book's value may be
greater as a record of the climate of the mrly 1950's,
in selected parts of Africa, than as a guide to contemporary Africa. To say this is not to deny the
significance of Balandier's topics, merely to indicate
that emphases have changed. "Negritude", for
example, is surely quite passe by now as a subject
of serious discussion: or perhaps it has always been
the centre of more heated discussion in the Frenchspeaking countries.
This is a very personal book: "When I arrived in
Dakar in 1946 I was motivated primarily by a desire for escape and expatriation ... I felt the need
for a radically different form of existence. I
approached A.frica less for her own sake than
mine" . Balandier attempts to reconstruct his
attitudes and impressions, in a frankly subjective
and romantic fashion. The result is a cryptic and
complex book, in places reminiscent of a latenight discourse by a brilliant, restless, intense
man, eagerly seeking out an urrl er standing of his
relation to A.frica, talking at suddenly changing
levels of comprehension. "Does not the ambiguity of modern Africa reflect the ambiguity we
carry within ourselves? In A.frica we see magnified to an extra-ordinary degree the image of our
own uncertainties ... In Africa, as in Europe, all
is called into doubt with equal violence." Some
passsages are indeed fragments of Balandier's
diary, inserted for their spontaneity, demonstrating "that a kind of surrender to impressionism,
to the natural C:tnd sociological landscape, represents a prerequisite to all research." Every
observation reminds Balandier of some other
phenomenon, so tha t the reader has to run in
order to keep up, then is rewarded with subjective statements such as the following. "What
with the aridity, the sparse vegetation, the
rocky debris and the disappearing' paths, I reexperienced my profound est African emotions. "
(I am sure that read aloud in the original
French, this sentence would sound grand: as
it is, it means little. )
This is at times a poetic book which offers
sensitive interpretations and keen insights,
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(despite an erratic translation that is at titre s
too literal) but the reader has to bear with much
cloudiness and loose generalisations. "Behaviour
which he (the inquisitive foreigner) believes to be
s'imple conce als motives and justifications which
transcend his familiar frame of reference" ...
"Villagers still harbour their dreaded 'elders' and
maskers who defend the social order or vested
interests." Balandier sees Africa as dark, mysterious, incompr~hensible: "One is endlessly
tempted to ask questions which the land c-onti.nues
to evade. Her dark face remains mysterious: she
betrays almost as few clues to the future as a Fang
burial statue offers to the mystery of the beyond."
Probably because of my 'close knowledge of what
Polly Hill has called "the rural capitalists of
Southern Ghana", I find such statements irrelevant,
and prefer the sort of questions asked by Kilson, and
the a.nswers he gets.
To return to the contrast between the two books,
while Kilson includes eighteen tables, Balandier
eschews any quantitative data, and prefers to have
53 text-figures, of gourds and knives, grass huts
and statues, the relevance of which is not clear.
By selecting a specific period and place and problem, Kilson has succeeded in his aim of giving us
a three-dimensional picture of African political
change. Balandier's book accepts no such rigorous
bounds, but roams freely in a Gallic metaphysical
manner: it would make good reading on a seavoyage for one who did not need a guide to modern
Africa.

Oginga Odinga

NOT YET UHURU
The most controversial politician in East Africa has
written his life story from his early days in Nyanza
to his resignation from KANU last year.
340 pages 20 pages of photographs
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Alex la Guma
A WALK IN THE NIGHT
and other stories
Alex La Guma is now in Britain after his period of
house arrest in South Africa. His short novel
A Walk in the Night was originally published by
Mbari in Ibadan; it is reissued now in hardback with
six of his short stories, three of which appear for
the first time.
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helping yourself as a dissenter.
SNCC is a voice,
an important voice.
Directly or indirectly, it
speaks for you too.
Please send a contribution today (to the address below).
It is an investment in your political
future.
It is a guarantee that dissent in this
country will stay alive.
Thank you-STOKELY
CARMICHAEL.
Student Nonviolent Coordinating Committee,
100 Fifth Avenue, New York, New York 10011.

MR NKOANA'S HISTORY

AN APPEAL
SIR,-Who among us has not often felt helpless in the
face of government action-or inaction? What American has not felt powerless to affect the institutions
supposedly serving "the people"? Who has not
sometimes been ashamed of his own country, yet
unable to root out the causes of that shame?
We
believe that you, as an enlightened citizen, have
probably experienced such moments of frustrationperhaps even despair.
SNCC believes that dissent does matter-if
teeth are put into it.
Effective action~ possibleif programmed to build communities with genuine
power.
From its earliest days, SNCC has maintained
that power must flow from the bottom up. Community needs must prevail over political expediency.
Institutions should be made to serve people, rather
than people serving or being used by institutions.
We have no sure-fire ways to accomplish these
ends.
But in our past work we have seen how group
strength can be mustered to counter the forces of
reaction and oppression.
This summer, SNCC is
conducting a major project in Washington, D. C. ,
where almost a million .peopl~, the majority black,
have long been denied a voice in government-in
their own affairs.
In various rural and urban areas
we will initiate or continue to build "freedom organizations" geared not only'to electoral participation
but also the daily economic and social needs of
Afro-Americans-most of whom are poor ... From
these organizations we hope to see emerge a national power base of gathered strength, a new political
apparatus.
This year, we are also supporting black
candidates for crucial local offices in Mississippi
and in a special election scheduled for Greene County,
Alabama.
Some of us will be working in other areas
to organize poor whites.
Because we stand not merely for civil rights
but for human rights, we have opposed the U. S. war
in Vietnam.
We are supporting national anti-draft
efforts, particularly among black youth.
We are
also organizing student conferences on a nationwide
basis, with the goal of establishing communication
between campuses and a true constituency of black
students.
We ask you and your readers to support our
program-not just for SNCC's sake, but for your
o"vn sake in the struggle against powerlessness.
Y our support is not a matter of "helping" others but

SIR,-Mr Nkoana' s respect for the facts of South
African history (New African-March, 1967) is so
slight that readers unfamiliar with them are sure
to get several false impressions.
May I set the
record straight in regard to three issues? (A total
overhaul of Mr Nkoana's piece would require an
article of similar length).
(1) Mr· Nkoana depicts Dr Moroka as a collaborationist who sabotaged the ANC' s Programme of
Positive Action of 1949.
Of Moroka's Youth
League-sponsored election to the ANC Presidency
in 1949, Mr Nkoana says:
"The fact was overlooked by the Youth League
that in spite of his early opposition Dr Moroka
had permitted himself to participate in the segregated institutions created under the same laws
which were now to be the target of boycott in
terms of the Programme. "
This inexcusably telescopes the events of several
years.
In August, 1946, as a result of the Government's reaction to the African mineworke'rs' strike,
the Native,s Representative Council (NRC) unanimously adopted a motion-(moved by none other than
Dr Moroka) -adjourning itself sine die. This action
effectively killed the NRC even for the bogus purposes intended for it by its creators.
Aside from a brief meeting, in November
1946, the NRC did not meet again until January 1949.
In the meantime two important developments had
occurred.
In 1947 the NRC caucus rebuffed an
attempt by Smuts to redecorate the institution with
some trappings of legislative authority to make it
acceptable to the people.
The members of the NRC,
many of them amongst the most distinguished and
widely respected African leaders of the time, wanted
power, and proposed machinery of representation
which-if accepted-would have given it to them.
Secondly, in 1948 the Nationalists came to power on
a platform of repressiv.e policy which expressly included the abolition of the NRC. Thus by January
1949 everybody concerned knew that the NRC was
dead -its uselessness was the only point of agreement between its members and the Government. The
final, formal abolition of the Council was made by
the Bantu Authorities Act in 1951. The attendance
of M oroka, Matthews et al. at some of the few
meetings of the Council in its last two years is
therefore more fairly represented as the attendance
of unsorrowing mourners at the funeral rites of a
dead institution than as unprincipled collaboration.
My interpretation is supported by two facts at least:
(a) when the Programme of Action was first mooted

in October 1948., the abolition of the NRC was called
for; and, (b) it was largely because of his articulate endorsement of the Programme of Action
(which included a boycott of the NRC) that Dr Moroka was pushed into the ANC Presidency by the
Youth League in December 1949.
Thus when Mr
Nkoana says of the ANC's Council of Action that
"by some curious oversight the Council never selected for boycott the NRC", he is himself curiously
guilty of overlooking the fact (which he himself lets
slip a few lines later) that the ANC expressly included the NRC in its boycott programme, and that the
actions of members of the NRC (many of whom were
also leading figures in the ANC) had since 1946
made the institution an unworkable one, which was
after all one of the objects of the boycott tactic.
(2) The Defiance Campaign-1952: At its end, Dr
Moroka discredited himself only (and not the ANC
also, as Mr Nkoana implies) by having a separate
Counsel in the trial of the Campaign's leaders and
by seeking to establish his moderation. He was
quickly repudiated by Congress, which chose Chief
Luthuli to replace him.
Moreover the Campaign
was not "allowed to fizzle out by the leaders who
got cold feet as the Government prepared to take
retaliatory action" .
By December 1952 the Government had already taken retaliatory actionnew, more vicious legislation including lashes for
difiers, the banning of over 50 leaders (with all the
disruptive consequences for the organisation of the
Campaign that can be easily imagined) and widespread police brutality.
In this setting of mounting
bloodshed and weakened organisation, the leaders
who called off the Campaign cannot be accused of
cowardice-after all, many of them (e. g. Dr Dadoo)
had often known jail previously, and many of the
same leaders have subsequently faced jail, even
death, with exemplary courage.
It ill becomes an
exile in the safety of a London office to impugn the
integrity of the people's leaders when so many of
them are loe-ked up, suffering, and unable to reply.
(3) The origins of the Freedom Charter. Mr Nkoana
would have us believe that the Freedom Charter was
the work of "confused authors", living "in the White
suburbs of Johannesburg", "with their ears cocked to
Moscow but their hearts in the privileges they enjoyed as Whites".
The difficulty with this theory is that
there is no evidence to support it.
Worse, the suggestion that the Freedom Charter was "foisted on"
the Congress of the People is insulting in its implied
estimation of the political acumen of the thousands
present on that occasion.
My impression is that the
Charter was the outcome of a whole series of meetings held and pamphlets distributed all over the
country in the preceding couple of years, culminating
in an agreed statement of popular defilands at a widely representative gathering, in June 1955.
One of
the most interesting pamphlets that preceded the
Charter was one entitled "South Africa's Way Forward", by Moses Kotane, published in 1954. In it he
argued cogently the case for such a gathering, and
anticipated many of the demands that were It
anticipated many of the demands that were later
embodied in the Charter.
I do not suggest that he
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fathered the Charter (if he did, Mr Nkoana's white
privilege theory still doesn't fit!), but that he, like
other African leaders of the time, helped to formulate the deeply felt needs of the disfranchised masses.
Thus it is not entirely rhetorical to say that the African, Indian and Coloured people themselves created
the Charter.
Now it may be significant to Mr Nkoana., anxious
to find the red Russian hand in the authorship of the
Charter., that Mr Kotane was for years an executive
members of the Communist Party of South Africa.
But it is a1'so significant that Mr Kotane was for years
an executive member of the ANC, until banned by the
Government in 1952 (for his role in the Defiance
Campaign).
That he had not ceased to be an important and representative figure by 1954 when he wrote
his pamphlet is clear from the fact that he was one of
the ANC and South African representatives at the
Bandung Conference the following year.
Where were
the Africanists at Bandung?
On one aspect alone of the history of the liberatory
movement in the 'fifties do I find Mr Nkoana persuasive and reliable, and that is his description of the
Africanists' reaction to the Treason Trial.
They
regarded it, says Mr Nkoana in a singularly revealing passage, with "anger mixed with sadness because
they regarded the Government action against the
freed om charterists as an uncalled -for political
build -up for the latter." It's rather like a spectator
at a boxing match complaining that neither of the
contestants takes him seriously as a fighter'. A. K. BROOKS.
University of Sussex, Brighton, Sussex, England

MRS CONDE'S CRITICISM
SIR - In the December 1966 issue of the New African
Mrs. Conde's "Notes on West African Literature
in French" contains so many inaccurancies that it
needs some clarification and protest. Firstly, she
is the victim of a translator - I suspect - who
insists on giving Abdoulaye Sadji the 'particule
nobiliaire I reserved for remnants of the French
nobility such as de Gaulle. But she herself must take
the blame for such enormities as the claim that
Oyono wrote "Le Pauvre Christ de Bomba", that
Toundi ..in "Vne vie de boy" (a) wears glasses, (b) has
a mistress. I wonder, could she give the chapter and
verse?
These., though, are minor points. Her
contention that Francophone Africa needs a Chinua
Achebe is, to be polite., a gross simplification
which ignores the main politico-social issues
involved. Achebe is a product of a particular
politico-social complex called Nigeria and could not
be transferred to another complex called A. O. F .
The French-speaking writers are silent for a variety
of reasons: who are they now to write for, which are
the dominant social problems of these emergent
social orders and which are simply passing? In an
early period of social development it is often
difficult to differentiate. Equally., there was never
in Nigeria such commitment among writers to an
ideology as is found in French-speaking West Africa.
There is obviously cause for some questioning
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vvhen 'negritude' loses its essential 'raison d' etre'
and has to turn from protest to reconstruction.
Social reconstruction is no reai topic for literature
as Simone de Beauvoir points out and as was made
obvious in the "Ghanaian Times" in the early
sixties.
\Vhile 1\!Irs. Conde fears to shock when
claiming that Laye's idealised Guinea never existed
she is, I'm afraid, simply demonstrating her
profound ignorance of the processes of creative
'ivriting. Does a child not tend to live in an idealised
world, a world of mystery where the imagination is
as important as political awareness? But the
implied contrast between this idealised world which
is - obviously - the best of all possible worlds, and
the '''orld into which the 'educated African' is
inevitably driven by the Colonial administration
enhances the tragic leitmotif which runs throughout
the novel. This creation and presentation of an
ideal is part of Laye' s technique.
Her naivety is again apparent in Mrs. Conde's
approach to "L'Aventure ambigue". To accuse Kane
of taking si.d~s with the 'neo.-colonialists' is nothing
less than rIdIculous. She is obviously unaware of
the fact that Kane had written this novel by 1952 and
\vithheld publication until the political and social
climate of independence could assimilate it. He
makes it perfectly obvious in fact, that he belongs
to those who have lost the struggle but who are still
attempting to redefine their bases.
9

Mrs. Conde then confuses Sembene Ousmane' s
novels and accuses him of choosing out-dated themes.
The most important aspect of "L 'Harmattan" is, in
vol. 1 "Referendum" that Ousmane is continuing to
write in a pan West-African perspective after
independence has fragmented the useful, geo-political
entity of A. O. F. ("Les Bouts de bois de Dieu" and
fIL'H armattan " are not Ousmane's only two novels
despite the impression given.)
IVIrs. Conde also complains of the lack of
epic works such as are found in Russian literature
an~ nowhere else.
Which is to claim a strange
prImacy for Russian '1 iterature'. Had she read
Hazoume's "Doguicimi" or Boni's "Crepuscule du
temps ancien" she would know that Niane's
"Soundjata" is not the first and only historical novel
\vritten by French-speaking Africans.
The final section of this article deals with
four poets - ignoring the many others. While not
wishing to criticise Mrs. Conde's value judgements
since they are purely subjective, her literary
criteria are .of the strangest. In this section, more
clearly than in any other, Mrs. Conde criticises in
political terms. This is deplorable. Literature
exists within a political framework but it need
neither be dependent on this framework nor a
straightforward reflection of it. This attempt to
force creative literature 'in toto' into a crude pseudomarxist Ideological pattern does the greatest
disservice possible both to African writers, to the

development of a valid critical approach to literature
and to critics such as Mrs. Conde. - A.C. Brench
Department of French,
University of Glasgow

IS TRIBALISM A DISEASE?
SIR - It seems fashionable to speak of tribalism
as a "disease", something unfortunate which must
be wiped out, in the interests of nationalis ill.
Is not this rather short-sighted? Europeans have
been discarding nationalism, which ended by
driving us into a series of hideous wars; some
of Lls try to think in terms of the whole world.
But we are very short of the smaller community
in which people feel a warmth and trust which
can only extend to a group of a few ,thousand
people. A Constituency may give this feeling to
its M. P. and to a small group of his immediate
helpers. You find it in one of the islands off
the western coast of Scotland. But it is never
so warm and close as in a tribe.
I write this as someone who has
experienced the loneliness of the European, and
also the togetherness of an African tribe. At the
moment I have a fellow tribesman staying with
me; he is learning about cattle, the making of
fodder crops and general modern techniques of
husbandry, and he is thinking, not merely in
terms of our tribe, but in terms of making a
viable and prosperous country: in terms of a
really independtnt Botswana. This is how I
think too, all the more because it is only
through a flourishing cattle industry, exporting
in all directions, that Botswana can stop itself
from bec oming a rather superior Bantustan.
And yet there is more to it than that-.
Because we are Bakgatla as well as being
Batswana, there is a trust and confidence
between me and my fellow tribesmen, which
bridge the awkward moments when one is not
quite sure of friendship; we start, so to speak,
ten up in the game. I feel this all the time when
I am out in Mochudi, our tribal capital, though
I am al most equally at home among other tribes
In Botswana all speak the same language, have
the same customs. But tribal rivalry over
peaceful pursuits, not to speak of football
or singing, is surely a good thing and will lead us
quickly into the use of new technologies . We have
to re-think the tribal structure, discarding what holds
back knowledge and the widening of opportunities, but
keeping the sense of something more important than
th individual, something, in fact, which shows the
iQ.dividual what he or she is, in the deepest sense.
Europe and America search for human identity; the
African tribesman or woman knows it. Is this something we can easily throwaway? I think not. I know
what it has meant to me to be one of a tribe: the
increased cap'acity for love and courage and understanding. It is beyond price. - Naomi Mitchison
Carradale House, C ampbelt own, Argyll
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the 1958 Convention on the Territorial Sea provides
for "inn'ocent " passage through this type of strait.
Arthur Bean, the U. S. representative, said this
was a "new rule" and that the United .Ar~bRepublic
has not signed the treaty.' Query: What did Russia
say in reply to this? Did they come to the defence of
the U. A . R.? Or \\'ere they silent?
l\ right of "innocent" passage does not mean
that it is a right of "free" passage for any cargo at
any time.

1

"Passage is innocent so long as it is not
prejudicial to the peace, good order or security of
the coastal state." (i. e. the U. A. R. )
Only in the Second Phase

July 1967

History has shown that the Western
Imperialist powers have aided Israel in every
possible way. But this does not justify Jamal
Nasser's fighting-talk without being prepared to
fight, nor does it justify Nasser and other Arab
leaders to make the same mistake Kwame Nkrumah
made in terms of controlling his military. (During
the Congo Crisis, the Ghanaian military blocked
Patrice LUlTIUmba from utilising the Ghanaian
radio facilities and other vital military resources,
yet allowed 'Tshombe et. al. to use these facilities.
A Colonel Ankrah was the man in charge of this
counter-revolutionary act - the same Ankrah who
is now a general in the Ghana of today. (The story_
is told in detail in Kwame Nkrumah' s "Challenge of the Congo".) tn other words, if there was any.
semblance of solidarity within the Arab ranks
(1) the more "militant" Syrian and .Palestine
Liberation Armies would have been controlled and
used as swift· razor forces cutting from within and
without the Israeli forces, and (2) the Arab leaders
would not have blindly assumed that Russia was going
to "back them up" in an all-out confrontation \vith
Israel.
The last point is extremely important in
terms of understanding the limited commitment of
white socialist liberals in general and Russia
specifically. For all practical purposes, Russia
sees Israelis as white and the Arabs as non-white
It would be no surprise to the author if the "Hot
Line" conversation between the U. S. and Russia
consisted of an agreement between the two white
powers that no matter what happened between the
Arabs and Israelis, neither would interfere . At
the time of the "Hot Line" conversation, the
Israelis practically had defeated the Arabs on three
of the four fronts. Further, Russia, the U. S. and
Israel were fully aware of the legality of the Arab's
position.
The Arabs had very good legal reasons for
restricting traffic through the Strait of Tiran
(i. e. The Gulf of Aqaba). It is questionable whether
international law allows any right of "innocent'.'
passage through this type of waterway. In spite of
the Israeli request., in 1956 the International Law
Commission found no rule which could govern the
Strait of Tiran. It is very important to note that

In April, 1967, Israel assaulted Syria \vith
a devastating raid and then threatened b~r with even
larger raids. The critical question was: \Vas Eg:ypt
required by international law to continue to allow
the Israelis to build up their oil and other military
supplies via Egyptian territory; that is, supplies
which would aid Israel to expand her military raids?
The U. A. R. had the legal right to close the Strait
of Tiran to Israel. Now the tables are turned: as
of June 19, 1967, the Israelis now have this legal
right - and will use it. (Roger Fisher, Proressor
of Law, Harvard University has more to say about
this. See the U. S. version of the Sunday N. Y. Times
Letters 6/11/67.) Hence 'de jure' the U.A.R. is
correct in its actions, but tie facto' they are
incorrect and the scoundrels.
The view and racist experience from within
The Imperialistic Monster (which harb·ours some of
the most ruthless and infltiential Zionists in the
worls) forces me to conclude that the U. s. and Russia
will ultimately act according to racist and religious
contentions rather than according to Law. The .
American brand of neo-colonialism weakens a
developing Bandung country by economi-c means;
whereas Russia's brand of neo-colonialism weakens
by political coitus interruptus - which creates
permanent psychological damages within Bandung
leaders seeking their support.
It is clear, as the current Arab -I sraeli Crisis
point out, that our revolutionary brothers are only in
}~anon's "Second Phase" of intellectual development;
full of the "literature of just-before-the-battle" filling
them with experiences of death, distress, difficulty,
disgust and the frustrations of not being ~ the people.
"We spew ourselves up; but already underneath laughter can be heard." - Frantz Fanon,
"Wretched of the Earth", Grove Press. p. 179.
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What Black A:merica' s Youth Say
August 1967

It is time for change - very basic change - and it is
the present generation of Black Youth who must
initiate this change. 450 years of overt racism and
exploitation has taught Black People a lesson and has
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solidified the position of today's Black Youth: RACISM
WILL NO LONGER BE TOLERATED.' Our refusal
to tolerate white America's anti-Black system of
life is founded on a clear understanding of 'the Man's'
game. For we, the Black Youth, realise that:
'The Man' will never change his society for
Black People - it will remain racist and against
humanity for as long as we allow him to d~fine
and control our existence.
No amount of federal legislation, anti-poverty
programs, or other neocolonial devices for
cooling Black People out will ever eliminate
white supremacy in America and the World.

An apparatus for socially relevant research
and evaluation programs.
A set of values opposed to the values of the
"negro establishment" specifically and white
America in genet'al.
A political coalition with radical elements of
the white Left who are willing to accept and
work under the guid-lines of the coalition
defined by the Black Student org'anisation.
Black Draft Resistance leagues to deal with
the draft of Black Americans into the
oppressor's colonial army.

The present "negro" organisations and institutions, which are fundamentally controlled
by the white oppressor, can h.ave no meaningful effect on the problems of Black People.
If Black People are to get a positive black
and humanistic, and therefore revolutionary
movement together, it must be created out of
and for the Black community, as opposed to
integration which is merely assimilation of
the Black race.
Hence, it is extremely necessary for Black Youth to
come together in a permanent national organisation
dedicated to the needs and survival of Black I~eople
throughout the world. This organisation will coordin.
nate the activities of Black Youth - both students and
non-students - 'in the following areas:
Black Youth who are not students should create:
Defence and protection units for the Black
community.
Economic cooperatives to aid in fulfilling
the youths' and community's financial needs.
Educational and vocational training programs
relevant to the Black community.
Political roles based around the conc.epts of
social revolution.
A communications network lEtween Black
Youth on an international basis.
National coordination to eliminate unrelated
sporadic events that do more harm to Black
People than to their oppressor.
Black Youth who Cl:re students should create.
Communication and dissemination of information between student groups across the nation,
and Africa, Asia, Latin America.
A racially relevant education and, ultimately"
a Black Ideological institute.

The Dead
There is a white sun in their nightmare in eclipse.'
There is a pure source discernible on the brink of
.
night
in it, washing her limbs and her eyes and her
only-begotten son,
a woman, cradling her empty arms, festooning
with trills
of song a crown for the dead" her madness
all shiny with tears.'
That woman who loses her glance with every kiss
she gives"
the moon beholds her, a dog barks, sucks her breast
That drop of milk which flows from her breast
oh!
it is the germ from which dawn takes its flesh
to spread it on the path
where the fortune-teller goes by.
What souls were moved 0 winds of the seas
all the ferns of a valley in the sun
disputed a puddle of \vater stagnating in the sun.
TCHICAYA U TAM' SI
Translated byWi1lfriedFeuser from 'Epitome',
in collection "L'aube dissout les monstres",
(PJ Oswa1d, Paris and Tunis, 1962, p23)
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50, 000 cc. of water every day We thought
As we fixed the pipe,
"~he first day it rains
We shall plant
The corn. II

They told us
Our mothers told us
They told us:
They told us
Our fathers tal d us
They told us.
They told us
Red clay
Will shine,
Shine silica,
Shine gold
Red clay will shine
I t will shine

Where you polish
How-when-where
You polish.
They told us
Our mothers told us
They told us.
And so
We planted our corn:
Not wholeseeds frok
Last year's harvest
No,
For .we are men without barns
W?me,n: without fallows.'
Some

Plot One
Was Nikoi's
If was at the backyard
Where once stood the fitter's
shop:
There,
Among skeleton cars,
Greased and petrolled earth,
Bits of tyres, really
All types of scrap-metal.
The rest,
Hmm, brother,
Was less, not more
Dignified.
Mine was by a mango tree,
A hillock of rubbish dump
A deserted vacant-lot,
With unmentionable contents of diverse chamber-pots.
Yet
Even now
When that moon has not fully died
Which rose on our planting,
Let us sing of
Dark green wavy corn.
My brother,
My sister,
Take the refrain,
Swell the chorus,
They told us
Our mothers told us
They told us.

sai~,

~·~f.erring·to the

corn-seeds,

"They come from Russia"
Other~

that the bags were marked
"Nig'eria'. "
But we have re~u.sed- to listen
Or hearing,
Have not cared.
For
When Yaa looked over her courtyard and saw Akosua's
daughter passing by with her trayful of red clay that
shone and gleamed, did she not beg a mould?
And did she wait until she knew which pit had yielded
the clay?
They told us
Our mothers told us
They told us.
And we thought
As we fixed the pipe They said it will carry

Finally,
When we have harvested, gleaned and
Threshed our corn,
Or roasted it aromatic,
That is~
After office hours
On Saturdays and throughout the whole of Sunday,
We shall sit firmly on our bottoms
And plant our feet on the earth,
Then
We shall ask to see
Him
Who says
We
Shall not survive among these turbines.
Who
Says
We shall not survive among the turbines?

AMA A TA AIDOO
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To Those Who
Com.e After Us
~ertolt Brecht

c. 1937
translated for Bram Fi scher
by Nicholas Jacobs

~he streets 1 ed ?own to the morass in my day.
To speak. meant b'etrayal to. the, slaughterer
I could onl y do li~tle. ,But ·the" powerful
Felt safer .without :m.e~ I hoped.
.
So passed the time
Given me on earth.

Our forces.were small. Th'e goal
Lay far in th~ distance
It was clearly visible-, . even if I .
Was hardly to re~ch it.'
So passed the time
Given me on earth.
III

The times I live in are dark indeed ~
A carefree word is madness. A smooth forehead
Is a sign of insensitivity. Laughter
Only means that the terrible news
Has not yet been received.
What time is this, when
To talk about trees is almost a crime
Because it involves silence about so many horors.'
The man there quiety crossing the street
Is he not beyond reach of his friends
Who are in need?
It is true: I still earn my living
But, believe me, that is mere chance. Nothing
I do gives me the right to eat my fill.
I happen to have been spared'. (If my luck breaks
I am lost)
People say: Eat and drink: Be happy you are able to:
But how can 1 eat and drink, when
I tear my food from the hands of the hungry and
My glass of water from the lips of the thirst -racked?
But still, I eat and drink.
I would like to be wise too.
Old books tell you what wisdom is:
To renounce worldly strife and pass your short time
Without fear
Also without using force
Rep~ying evil with good
Not fulfilling one's desires but forgetting them
Is wisdom.
But I can do none of these:
The times I live in are dark indeed.'
11

1 came to the towns in times of disorder
When hunger reigned there.
I came among people in times of rebellion
And myself rebelled with them.
So passed the time
Given me on earth.
I ate my meals between battles
Took my sleep midst murderers
Made love carelessly
And watched Nature with impatience.
So passed the time
"
Given me on earth.

You, who. will one day emerge from the flood
In which we floundered
Remember
WheIl: you speak of our failings
Also the dark times
Which you were spared.
How we went, changing countries more often than
our shoes
Through. the wars of the classes, despairing
When we saw only injustice and nobody outraged.
And yet we know:
Hatred even of what is hateful
Distorts the features.
Anger even at injustice
Makes the voice hoarse. Oh, we
Who so wanted to prepare the ground for friendliness
Could not ourselves be friendly.
But you, when the time at last does come
And man is help to man
Think back on us
With forbearance.

deep in your cheeks
your specific laughter owns
all things south of the ghosts
we once were. straight ahead
the .memory beckons from the future
You and I a tribe of colors
this song that dance
godlike rhythms to birth
footsteps of memory
the very soul aspires to. songs
of origins songs of constant beginnings
what is this thing called
love

KEORAPETSE KGOSITSILE
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NEVILLE RUBIN

Africa's
Refugees
&theO.A.U.
a clear policy for Africa's
650, 000 homele ss must
lead to long-range solutions

The total number of refugees in Africa has
not been computed accurately, and estimates vary
considerably according to the source.
It is probably
safe to assume that the most accurate assessment is
that of the United Nations High Commission for Refugees.
It is certainly the most complete.. and the
most recent.
According to figures released in October,
r966, the total number of refugees in Africa is in
excess of 650, 000, made up as follows:
Country
of origin
Angola
Burundi

Country of
Residence

Number

253,000
3,000

(a) Congo - 250,000
(b) Zambia- 3, 000
Rwanda
3,000

Congo (Kin. )

70,000

(a) Burundi 27, 000
(b) Central
Afr; Rep.
6, 500
(c) Tanzania 2, 000
(d) Uganda 30,000

Mozambique

15,000

(a) Tanzania 12, 000
(b) Zambia
3, 000

Portuguese
Guinea

55,000

Senegal

55,000

(a)
(b)
(c)
(d)

52,000
25,000
14, 000
70,000

Rwanda

South Africa
(inc. SWA)

160,000

1, 000

Sudan

115,000

TOTAL

672,000

Burundi
Congo
Tanz' a
Uganda

Various

1,000

(a) Central
Afr.Rep. 25,000
(b) Congo 40, 000
(c) Uganda 45,000
(d) Ethiopia
5, 000 (1)
(e) Kenya unknown (2)
660,500

(1) This IS an unofficial figure. Ethiopia does not
formally recognise refugees or provide for them
through the UNHCR.
Voluntary agencies are,
however, permitted to deal with them.

From the "countries of or igin" listed in the
table above, it will be apparent that there are
several distinct types of refugee situation.
To a
certain extent these overlap, with divisions based
on tl}.e nature of the political problem from which
individuals seek refuge, but this by no means is
always the case.
Thus the problems faced by
South African refugees and those who have fled
Mozambique differ substantially from those which
arise from the position 'of the vast number of
Angolans living abroad - although all come from
expatriate-controlled states, as do those from
Portuguese Guinea.
Again, the refugees from
Rwanda and the Sudan face different situations,
although the cause of their flight· is the same - a
feeling of persecution of a minority by a majority.
The host countries face yet another set of
problems, related not only to those of the refugees
themselves, but to the total number of refugees
from anyone country, as well as the total within
any country, and questions of relations between
neighbouring states.
By far the largest category of refugees
are those persons who seek refuge in another
country as a result of some political policy or
event which has made them believe that their continued residence in their countries of origin would
be d'angerous, difficult, or impossible.
This
group would include refugees from Angola, the
Congo, Rwanda, and Sudan.
For a number of
reasons - including the large numbers involved, a'
feeling that the situation which gave rise to their
flight is unlikely to alter soon, and eco nomic need
- this category is one vvhose immediate problems
su-rround the need for settlement on a relatively
permanent basis.
A second category, far smaller in number,
includes those refugees \vho flee specifically in
order to continue a political campaign against the
governments of their countries of origin.
These
would include some Angolans, Mozambiquans
(Portuguese) Guineans, South Africans, South West
("2) . 'Kenya is similarly reticent about refugees,
and has been reluctant to accept any or acknowl~d,~e the presence of those who have arrived. Its
,f~9r,:r:nal position is that Tanzania and Uganda are
t . . e··I?rincipal refuges, and that it contrib'utes; to
the-:·c~osts of maintenance via the UNHCR and the OAU.
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Africans and Rhodesians.
These, generally lmovvn
as "freedom fighters", require funds and training
for their political activities, and the freedom to
C ond uct them.
The third category, related to the second,
consists of individuals yvhose flight is occasioned
by the desire to avoid particular acts of discrimination or persecution directed at them., but not
necessarily connected \N"ith political activity on
their parts.
Such persons, although politically
articulate, are not in search of opportunities for
political expression and activity so much as asylum,
education, employment, etc.
They are generally
people who are either already trained for employment, or are desirous of being so trained, within
an urban economy.
Among the manifold difficulties that arise
in connection with the various categories of refugees
in each African country is that of asylum.
The first question which arises in this regard is the procedure for accreditation of persons
as r,efugees.
This does not appear to have presented difficulties where there have been large numbers
of refugees who have sought refuge in states bordering on their countries of origin.
Although they
are, strictly speaking, required to be accred ited at
their point of entry to the country, this seldom
happens in practice.
On the other hand, since they
have, generally speaking, only migrated a relatively short distance and normally rem.ain in large and
homogeneous groups at the first convenient point,
government departments (or, more usually, representatives of the UNHCR and non-governmental
agencies with similar objectives, e. g. Red Cross,
World Council of Churches) deal \N"ith this matter
relatively speedily.
Difficulties are, hO\N"ever, occasioned in
regard to other groups, particularly political exiles,
or those fleeing for specific political reasons (fugitives from justice or injustice) . The OA U - as
well as some govermments, e. g. Tanzania and
Zambia - have made it a condition of asylum that
such refugees be approved by one or other of the
nationalist political parties from their countries of
origin.
Problems in this connection arise from the
multiplicity of parties (not all of which are always
recognised for the purpose of accreditation); and,
more seriously, from the use of this power by the
political parties to secure adherents among persons
hitherto unattached, or no longer desirous of being
so attached.
In other words, refusal to accept
endorsement by one or other of the parties is tantamount to denying oneself the opportunity of asylum.
It also frequently happens that the power of end orsement is used as a source of recrui tment for "freedom fighters"; and, not infrequently, endorsements
al e \\ ithdra\N"n, with the result that individuals are
declared 'persona non grata' and deported.
The OA U has not been able to establish a
satisfactory basis for granting asylum.
Some
attempts were' made in this direction in 1965, and a
draft convention was considered by the Heacts of
State in Accra in 1965.
The matter was again considered in Nairobi in 1966, but, again, it emerged

that the principai concern of member states was the
need to avoid countries harbouring refugees who
might conduct campaigns against other, neighbouring
member states.
Agreement to prevent this is,
indeed, the sum of the OA U' s achivement in this
regard.
Sometimes, however, member states have
gone further even than this in a negative direction.
Lesotho's latest attempt at deportation of South
African refugees (and even of some of its own citizens
who had previously been South African nationals) is
but one example.
It must be seen against the background of fairly stringent legislation restricting
political activity by exiles, which Lesotho shares
with Botswana and Swaziland explicitly, and several
other states tacitly, as \vell as against the foreground
of recently concl uded talks between Chief Leabua
Jonathan and Mr Vorster on the question of deporting
refugees.
The countries of Southern Africa are not
the only ones alleged to have been involved in collusive negotiations with refugees' countries of origin:
a confidential source reported quite recently that
Uganda had proposed similar arrangements with
Sudan and Congo (Kinshasa) as part of a secret treaty.
Travel is another serious difficulty, since it
raises the question of travel documents.
There is
no longer an international institution of the kind of
the 'Nansen Passport', and the OAU has not apparently envisaged the creation of one to serve the
same purpose - even on an inter-African basis.
Few governments have been willing to provide refugees with travel documents at all, and those given
are normally one-way documents of fairly short
validity.
The need for such documeQ.ts is felt particularly by those wishing to travel abroad to take
up scholarships, and, of course, by "freedom fighters" who travel for guerrilla and similar training
(though the countries providing such training are
not strict in this regard, airlines and/ or countries
visited in transit may be).
The third difficulty is that of resettlement.
Most of the serious problems occur where governments have to face the needs of refugee groups for
permanent - or very lengthy temporary- resettlement.
At least three specific areas of difficulty
can be distinguished, i. e. rural resettlement in
agricultural projects, urban resettlement and employment opportunities, and education.
The solutions to these problems depend to a very large
degree on whether the refugee communities among
whom they are applied are viewed as of long or
short duration.
Clearly, this must be a question
faced separately in respect of each community and
its intentions, but it is equally necessary for some
long-term provision to be made on the assumption
that similar problems are likely to arise frequently
in the future.
A few examples of some difficulties
that arise in relation to each of the resettlement
questions mentioned might indicate possible areas
for the long-range policy planning which has very
obviously not occurred so far:
Rural resettlement projects.
Both
governments and the UNHCR. as well as voluntary
agencies, place great emphasis on this type of
project, as best suited to the needs of the largest

groups of refugees.
Projects vary greatly in size
and scope: although the optimum size is regarded
by the UNHCR as 1,000 families (4-5,000 persons),
one settlement of Sudanese refugees in Uganda has
600, while a Rwandese settlement in Burundi
accounts· for no less than 25,000.
The first issue that has to be dealt with is
that of persuading the refugees to a~cept the notion
of settlement at all; in some cases this is not difficult, and small batches of refugees will often
integrate themselves successfully into existing
rural communities - - normallly in areas which are
ethnically and economically similar to the areas
abandoned by the refugees.
However, this process
carries with it the disadvantage that the government
of the host country is less easily able to maintain
proper surveillance of the refugees, and, consequently, it has been discouraged.
Whether the
action of some governmeots, e. g. Burundi, in forbidding refugees to settle in areas other than those
selected for them adds anything more than a further
dimension to the refugee problem must be regarded
as dOl.lbtful.
Generally speaking, however, the ease
with which refugees can be persuaded to settle is in
inverse proportion to the possibility of achieving a
political solution to the problem they are fleeing.
Thus, observers in Uganda report a significant decline in enthusiasm for settlement on the part of
Sudanese refugees while round -table negotiations
were taking place in the middle of 1965. Similarly,
it is considerably easier to arrange for resettlement
once refugees undertake a self-denying ordinance on
political activity.
It is undoubtedly true that one of the greatest fears entertained by African governments giving
asylum is that large numbers of refugees who continue to harbour political ambitions will cause disturbance and instability, and will thus constitute a
security problem.
This has often resulted in the
establishment of resettlement schemes in remote
areas, where agricultural projects aimed at developing an underdeveloped region have contributed little
to the economy of the country.
Education: A substantial proportion of refugees of
all sorts are in need of education, and the proportion
of children of school age is frequently greater than a
quarter of the total.
Where the population has been
resettled in an agricultural development project, this
problem is not so great - at least to the extent that
the demand of refugee children for education is no
greater than, and the need is not met to any greater
degree than, that of the indigenous population. Difficul ties tend to arise where refugees have already
undergone some education and desire to go further.
The demand becomes even more acute where one of
the reasons for leaving the country of origin was
in.adequate access to proper education (as is the case
with South and South West Africans, and refugees
from the urban parts of the Portuguese colonies).
Most countries of asylum are hard -pressed to provide adequate places to meet the demands of their
own nationals for secondary, university and technical
education.
Pressure on places from refugees causes local resentment as well as political difficulty for
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governments.
As a result, only a small proportion
of such refugees are accommodated by the governments concerned.
The remainder are either assisted
by UN agencies, foreign governments and voluntary
organisations, or continue dissatisfied with conditions
in their countries of asylum.

One lessonl is that there is a need for a clear
policy on African refugees on the part of the members of the OA U; that this should be followed by the
establishment of a convention on refugees, and the
establishment of adequate machinery for screening
and accrediting refugees, as well as providing them
with adequate travel facilities and documents where
required.
The endemic character of refugee problems
in contemporary Africa must be accepted, together
with the fact that refugee situations are capable of
long-range solutions, with adequate economic provision (based, if necessary, on foreign aid, either
directly or through inter-governmental agencies) .
Finally, inter-governmental agencies (such
as either the UNHCR or the OAU must be used to
confront and overcome diplomatic and political problems arising from the existence of refugees, rather
than ignoring them, avoiding them through inactivity,
or eliminating them through collusive dealing with
the governments of origin.
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But the other s •••
The .others know much, much too late
The forbidden paradise begins at Bresson Square,
That one incursion into rue d'Isly is a raid into
enemy territory
Who are vowed to cover up their misery in the swarrning crowds of all the: miserable ones of the
Casbah.
They have intervals of lucidity
Or of despair
Or sorne ITlad elations,
A mad wi sh to kill
To die
And with all their heart, all their blood, they wi sh
The other would cease to look
Or merely cease to exist •••
The evening prom.enade of the young wolve s ·die s at
the side of the Cafe Sourbi ron,
At Tantonville, it stops and retraces itself:
It has struck against a wall.
The wanderings of the famished young jackals
Faulters on the invisible bulwark
Under the pressure of others
And the shoving of others
The curtain begins to crack •••
It has cracked~
And on the asphalt of the same streets
The young jackals and the young wolve s
No longer come to blows at night,
Nor is the day for bravado.
Also
That folding screen,
The frail folding screen of that door yields,
And. • •
© Mouloud Marnrne ri 1967
tr. Lewi s Nko si

They sip white ani seed
They pick up the same kemias
From the counters of the same bistros •.
The boys guy the girls
The girls entice the boys
And they laugh
Mouloud MaInmeri, leading Algerian poet-playwright,
As one laughs in peace
attended meetings between African and Scandinavian
Be.cause tomorrow they know the same procession
write r s in Stockholm, Hel sinki and Copenhagen, whe re
Will resume
(of passive gestures
the Literary Editor made his acquaintance. Nkosi's
And they are the new rendezvous with the sun
The blue sky
rough translation of the prologue to "Le Foehn"
The mauve sea
his revolutionary play about Algeria, follows: '
The streets
Here is the sea
Of the white st of all white citie s •••
With her full sails,
And still •••
The re whe re the sun doe s not the sky abandon
Still it needs only
Even for a few months
A few step s by an aimle ss walke r
Without regret.
To change the world.
Rows of white terrace houses nourished by heat
Because to those few strides some other men
Up on that abrupt hill, it is the Casbah.
Bo rn unde r the same blue skie s
Further, the new town
And after an even longer tirne,
Heaves against the sky
So long they cannot remember,
Basalt pillars of her skyscrapers.
Sane othe r men
Stranger, you are here
Panting froIn the gloom of the rnorning
Facing the Whitest of towns ••.
Roll toward the c re st of the hill
White Algiers •••
The hump which they know
But
Will deliver them to the plain.
Poetry should not seduce you in itself:
They divide the days
In the gleaming whitene ss of that town
They no longer wait for dawn.
In truth,
They've found in the quarter all streets impassable;
Men pursue prosaic lives
They follow othe r
And only die with drama.
To give some semblance of going somewhere.
Look at that door:
You know what that is:
It is clo sed.
A man is someone who has somewhere to go.
It is there that the hours, the knocks, the misfortunes
When a man has the impression he has nowhere to go
Will enter.
He die s,
Behind the screen of that closed door
Or he kills.
The actors wait for the hour to strike
It is so long since the men of this strange city knew
And thei r de stiny is set.
They were going nowhere.
Because
They make the rounds, their eye s fixed to the ground,
When too much dryness burns their hearts
Because they fear to look at the sun,
When hunger wrings their entrails
To be dazzled.
When one suppresses too many tears
They stumble in the maze of the same impasses
When one stifles too many dreams
And they retrace their steps
It is as though one piles log upon log on a funeral pyre:
They cri ss-cross their fruitless paths
In the end, it needs only one slave
On the same false crossroads
In all God's heaven
FroIn whence begin again
And in the hearts of men, to cause
Their hopeless journeys.
The most enormous incendiary.
Even words they give themselves are false:
Listen:
Their city, from the tiIne it was theirs,
Against that closed door
They called it tiThe Well-Guarded"~
They do not wait for de stiny' s approval:
Oh, what derision~ What a joke~
It is yet peaceful •.•
Their "well-guarded' island has become the boulevard
Useless for you to decry men's silence:
Rushing to hopeless horizons
(of covetors
Each morning they have the rendezvous with the sun,
And their city an estranged city in which
Coffee with milk, a pat of butter, the fresh croissants
They blunder like strangers.
Or a crust of bread and figs.
It is more than a century since
Does it matter what~
That city has thus ab surdly lived,
These are the coffee, the butter, bread, and the figs
One
half lowering at the other half.
The men make love, some father babies (of silence
That can no longer continue.
They calculate the end of month s
The doped happiness of others
Wait for Saturday to go to the stadium
No longer calIns the others' disquiet;
To play at war
The war where there are only heroes and no casualties. The happy one s of the white town
Find thei r joy turned to ashe s
In the bars of that town called the White City
And
wi sh the other would turn
The town of white islands
Would cease to look
They return each night to rendezvous they've kept
Or, better still, cease to exist.
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