
acknowledged by K A N U leaders when they ridiculed it
call ing it "Akamba Pole Pole" - meaning Akamba go-slow.
There is not any doubt that those in Kenya who read these
lines wi II be reminded of many occasions when they heard
this ridicule at mass rail ies. 50 much for that.

WHAT happened when Jaramogi Oginga Odinga broke away
from K A N U to form the Kenya People 's Un ion? The
Government and K A N U condemned the move as having been
motivated by tribalism. The main reason for this condemnation
was that for the first time since its formation the ruling party
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was witnessing mass exodus of its former loyal members. It
would be quite accurate to state that the majority of those who
instantly decided to follow Oginga Odinga were of the Luo
tribe.

It wi 11 be reca 1I ed that since the formation of th is Oppos ition
Party so many th ings have been happen ing in Kenya. First,
after the "little general elections" the majority of those who
were returned to Pari iament were Luos. There is noth ing wrong
with their being returned. It only proved that they were the
bona fide leaders of their own tribesmen in their own areas.

Many times there have continued to be complaints that
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T HI 5 is the new Kenya - the Kenya that
we all longed for, that very Kenya we all
wished the Wabeberu to leave for us.

But th is very Kenya is indeed a queer
Kenya in that it is not the very example
of the Engl ish democracy (and its counter
part African socialism) we intended to
inherit from the colonialists or from our
forefathers who actually did practise
African socialism.

We are no longer see ing democracy
or African socialism at its best in Kenya
at all. What we are merely seeing is the
African professionalism at its best in the
government of the republ ic of Kenya.

The Kenya Mpls are in pari iament
because we the citizens voted for them
to represent us for a period of five years
(1963-1968). Th is durati on is about to
expire and we are indeed shocked to
understand that the house of representat
ives, whose members we voted to repres
ent us for 5 years; is enacting an amend
ment bill No. 4 Iead by Mz.ee Jomo
Kenyatta, the first President of the
Republic of Kenya, to 1970. This means
that they are changing the Kenya
Constitution, which clearly states that
the duration of the House of Representat
ives shall be five years. Now it is to be
seven years.

Who has exacted this period and who
has approved of it. This in itself is a

new ideology that is neither democratic,
African socialist, nor dictatorial. The
pending question here is "what sort of
government is there in the Republ ic of
Kenya - democracy or di ctatorsh ip? 11

Just a few months ago there was the
floor crossing that resulted in the form
ation of KPU. lithe Kenya Peoples Union".
The KANU reaction, in other words the
government reaction was that those who
crossed the floor were to go back to the
people (us the voters) and seek a man
date from us so as to cross the floor.
We accordingly gave them the mandate
that the KANU government wanted;
hence the formation of an opposition led
by Mr. Odinga, the first Vice-President
of the Republ ic of Kenya. Why? Let
them tell us.

Now that the same government wants
intentionally to extend the five years
to seven years, who has given them the
mandate so to extend the years? PI ease
MP's and Mz.ee Jomo Kenyatta come to us
(voters) and ask us to vote for you for the
other five coming years.

We call you cowards because you have
feared us - you have feared the fact that we
may not vote for some of you to go back to the
pari iament. Please do tell us where you are
leading us to - the path of democracy, the path
of dictatorship or the path of the marshalls?
Be si ncere wi th us the voters.


