
William Fagg of the Department of
Ethnography in the British Museum,
London has selected these and othe.r
pieces of sculpture for exhibition
during the First Festival of the Negro
Arts at Dakar. With one exception
they come from the British Museum
and are reproduced with the
permission of the Trustees.

1
A Benin bronze aquamanile made
in the form of a ram. Water was
poured from it in the ritual ablu
tions of the Oba before ceremonies.
It is probably seventeenth century.

2
The bowman of j,ebba. One of the
four biggest bronzes ever found
in Africa; its full height is about
three feet. It is said to have been
brought to Jebba from ldah further
down the Niger. It is sixteenth
centu ry or eV.en earlier.

3
This sixteenth century Benin
bronze of a man with Maltese type
of c'ross presents a mystery. There
are traditions that people from
the North brought this kind of
cross, in which case its origin
could be M.editerranean; on the
other hand this is a basic shape
and need not necessarily have any
other connection. The broken
hammer in the left hand is the
smith's hammer of Ogon, the god
of war.

4
This wooden figure of an ancestral
moth.er spirit suckling an infant
comes from the Afo tribe of
central Nigeria. It is probably late
nineteenth century. [Horniman
collection]



ON FRONT COVER
Over one thousand bronze plaques are known.
They were nailed to the four sides of wooden
pillars which supported the Oba's palace at
Benin. When found they had been stacked away
in piles since the original building had been
taken or fallen down. These three figures are
chiefs of the Benin court.

5
This stylised figure is of unusual quality for
sculpture from the Zulus of South Africa.
It is probably late nineteenth century.

6
This wooden h,ead-rest from the Shankadi
sub-tribe of the Baluba of the Eastern Congo
Leopoldville. Head-rests of this kind were used
to prevent damage, while sleeping, to the
elaborate coiffur,es such as those shown in these
figures. This is supposed to be about 1900 in
date.

7
Benin bronze horseman, which is probably
eighteenth century, was a visiting emissary
from one of the Em irs of Northern Nigeria.
It was collected on the 1897 Benin expedition.


