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The first two chapters of this
Xhosa classic, translated by
Collingwood August, were
published in the January 1966
issue. The concluding chapters
will appear in April

Twin, son of Cause-to-rejoice, has come
to the Great Place of the King, Hintsa to
complain that his twin brother, They-aretwo, is usurping his place as heir. Theyare-two replies, first dismissing the claim
and later, when Twin stays silent, volunteering that they had changed round their
positions when boys but that this was a
childish thing. T hey-are-two, asked if this
is the basis of his claim, says it \was merely
a confirmation of his seniority at birth. He
does not explain further and the midwives
who delivered the twins are called ...

III
EVIDE

CE

OF

THE

ID

IVES

THE MIDWIVES HAVI JG ARRIVED, Daliwe
a man of the Hegebes, a Thembu, trod slowI with cross-examination. He turned to
Teyase asking her hether she was the one
who had delivered Cause-to-rejoice's wife of
the twins. She agreed; and she answered
she was together with Yiliwe and that
everal more questions to this effect, saying
Yiliwe could corroborate all her evidence.
"This woman first felt her labour pain
on a Tuesday at da n," said Te ase "b
the time the sun came out one twin had
shown its hand. I immediatel took a spear
and amputated the last joint of its finger,
the little finger. As soon as I had done that
the hand disappeared. At the coming out
of the un on Wednesday this twin hich
we say is the elder appeared."
"This They-are-two here then?" asked
Mxhuma.
"This The -are-two e looked for the
amputated finger in vain."
r
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Teyase then took up her story again,
"Then it came to pass that in the real
day, when the co s were going out to graze,
just after the mid-morning milking, the
second twin wa born, the one which we
say is the younger."
cc That is the complainant then? '
cc That is Twin here. He appeared indeed
with an amputated finger."
cc What did the women say about this?"
" What could they say, onl being happ
at the birth of a human being?"
cc
0, I mean which did they say the elder
was, or did they leave the matter as it was?"
cc Yes, there was some slight altercation,
some saying the elder is this, others sa ing
it is that."
" What finally happened so that the women
should stop that argument?"
"I remonstrated sa ing what did the
think they were doing arguing with the
children of my children when the da on
which they could answer for themselves
had not yet arrived, what were they presaging ?"
" Is that all, then?"
"
s, to my knowledge."
Daliwe then turned to Yiliwe asking
hether these things ere as her mother
was sa ring.
iliwe ans ered that it as
exact! so.
Teyase was asked which other elderl
woman \vas present at the confinement. She
said it as Singis a. Singis a as called.
Asked her knowledge about the da s of the
birth of these twins, she carried on in th
same vein as had Teyase. It was then said
these women could leave the court.
J

IV
THE CASE IS SE T TO THE
REVIEWERS
AT THIS

STAGE THE EARS OF THE m n

appeared to be getting opened. There was a
murmuring among the men and it became
evident that some were saying of a reality
Twin as the elder, and others were sa ing
that the matter of the amputated finger was
of no consequence.
When the court became a little more
calm, Pacify-the-world, a Jwara, stood up
and said, "There is another word which
comes from Mxhuma, a word which says
'Has this home been taken out of mourning? ' "

At this stage there was a profound silence
and it became evident that the men were
directing themselves to the depths of thinking. Sparrows, a man of the Khwemtes,
now arose, and said, "The death of this
citizen happened at about the troubles of
the Mfecane."
It then appeared that this home had
never been brought out of mourning because of the unsettled nature of the times;
ho ever the citizen's death had been reported at the Great Place.
At this stage the King asked of Twin
what had impelled him to bring the matter
to law. In reply Twin said, " It is because,
My Lord, I am perturbed because the child
of my father, They-are-two, and I do no
longer look at one another; and, as a consequence, matters become a problem. I
therefore thought I should bring the matter
to my home here so that it should be unravelled for us."
The King: "Did you discuss the matter
at any time with They-are-two, did you
remind him about the day of the nkwili,
and did you show him the amputated finger
whose amputation you received before he
received his?"
Twin: {( All that, My Lord, I have tried
but to 10 avail. M y eventually galloping
to the headman is because I had brought
these matters to my brother, but even at
the headman's place I did not receive any
proper directive."
The King: "The judgement of Smalldoor,
in what respect do you despise it, my son?"
Twin: This matter is like this, My Lord,
in my opinion: You yourself are nat the
person to remove the cobwebs in the path
of a SUbject; it is the subject Vvho is the
person to precede you and remove the
cobwebs from your path. Why is it then
that when my subject removes the cobwebs from my path we get into such a
quandary?
"The hand, I showed in order that I
should receive our custom * first. I ask, My
Lord, why is it that the law should be in
a quandary? The day we were circumcised,
I was circumcised first, which goes to add
that I am the elder."
Smalldoor turned to They-are-two wanting to know whether this matter of the
circumcision was as Twin said it was. They&
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amputation of the first joint of the finger.
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are-two admitted this, saying the wardens
of the initiation school had made a mistake.
" What is all this?" exclaimed Smalldoor
covering himself in his kaross.
The councillors now jogged one another
saying, "Ask, so-and-so," "Cross examine, so-and-so." But, no, there was none with
any questions. Again at this stage Ndlombose took the matter up and said, "The
time for narration* is this, 0 heroes.
The time that needs the old men of the
nation is this. We do not wish to 'hurt
either of these children; they are ours we have given birth to them - given birth
- given birth."
Because the sun was now disappearing,
the people were sent on their way to go to
their homes, but to return on the following
day. The older men did not go home but
slept at the Great Place. This matter of
the young men pervaded all conversations,
making them warm. The discussions leaned
heavily towards Ndlombose's opinion that
this matter be referred to the old men of
the nation, in case it had some precedent.
Slowly the discussions veered. to the
opinion that certain men be sent to Nqabara
to the son of Majeke, Khulile by name, a
man of the Qwambis, to bring him to the
Great Place.
The councillors thought of Khulile for it
was his father Majeke, who himself had
lived to a very great age, and had resolved
matters for the Great Place when the
insti1tution of the House of the Right Hand
first came into being in the time of Phalo.
Majeke himself had to be brought from
Nqabara.
The morrow having come, the people
converged on the Great Place like a s\varm
of young locusts. The courtyard became a
seething mass of redness, as everyone
wanted to hear with his own ears the
falling of the judgement, for this matter
had become a conversation-in-the-mouth in
all the districts.
As soon as the sun began to get warm
the King's skin appeared with a young man
and he himself soon followed. The court was
heard, " A! Zanzolo!" The Most Beautiful
responded softly and sat down. The King
had hardly sat down when Story wanned
up the proceedings by asking at what point
the court had adjourned the previous day.
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Sonti briefly recapitulated the previous
day's proceedings. Sonti, now, is the
youngest son of Mxhuma, they are sons of
At-the-stones, a Qhinebe.
When Sonti had finished, the owners
of the case were asked where Cause-to-rejoice had died. They agreed together that
he died at Vulweni during the Mfecane
aggression. After a few small questions by
the courtiers it was found that nothing
important could be discussed that day except this matter of Majeke which \vas referred to the people by Mxhuma, the son
of At-the-stones, saying, "Indeed, people
of the home of Khawuba, you know, it is
known by you, that the affairs of this home
are not conducted without conscientiousness.
They are dug deep into, until the root
appears, the root itself is dug till it gives out
and only then do we catch at straws in the
open countryside for lack of other recourse.
The sons of Cause-to-rejoice have woken us
up with the stakes to the gate of the cattle
kraal * in a matter about which \ve are
found naked. They have therefore aroused
the Great Place to look into this matter
to see whether there is anyone who can
resolve it."
Story then added to these words addressing the courtiers, and mentioning Majeke as
a man known at the place of Phalo, Majeke,
although no longer present himself, it was
now his sons who were elders.
Three men were chosen to go to Majeke's
home at Nqabara-Malinga Oldman, a
Nzothwa; Mxhuma At-the-Stones, a Qhinebe; and Smalldoor Buffalo, a Khwemte.
Riding animals were harnessed for them
and they were given two young men, Sigadi
and Feel-the-malevolence.
At that time it was when the moon was
a loaf of bread. It was then said the people
should wait in expectation; they would be
called at the waxing of the following moon.
This \vas done to make sure Khilile would
have had an opportunity to rest, for he
was already an old man, and also time to
consider the matter.
As the courtiers were rising to go home,
Bhukwana, the son of In-the-sun, the
young re brother of N dlombose, and
Ntakwenda, a poet - though not the Poet
Laureate - recited,

* early,
precedents.

i.e. when the stakes are removed to let
the cattle out for the day.

" And eventually, I sa\v a problem of a
case.
It dawned, we spoke, it dawned we talked.
How many bulls are there now in this
home of Phalo?
Did we not say there is none other it is
Hintsa?
There shall be nothing come out of
Nqabara."
When this man said so, none of the men
left, they simply stood and fed their ears.
In the middle of this there was heard
a commotion from among the phalanx of
men. And it was Ndlombose. He is not
angry, he is already going beserk. He is
angry with his younger brother over the
words he is speaking; he already has a fighting stick in his hand and the other men
are frantically stopping him. All that can be
heard is his saying, "Why is it that while
the family of Cause-to-rejoice is litigating
among itself, there should be silly busybodies standing on a hill-top and finding
cause for mockery? Nohaji*! This little
thing, what does it think it is?"
Bhukawana apologised to his brother
immediately and the matter ended there.
The people went home.
V
THE l\IESSENGERS AT NQABARA
THE

MESSENGERS "VENT ON THEIR WAY

like that from the Great Place.
The day was calm, crickets were making
their noise and the sparrows were sparrowing! the nqilost were preceding the travellers who, on seeing this, gave thanks to
Qamata, the Almighty for their journey
to which He had obviously given his blessings.
They slept at Qwaninga at the home of a
minor chief who administered quite a large
area. They were welcomed with great
hospitality and a beast was killed for them.
And this matter on which they were journeying had already been heard. The people
of Qwaninga tried to get news out of the
travellers who, however, were not communicative, maintaining that such a time was

* Swearing by his
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bird (St. Christopher, as it were) which precedes travellers rising and dipping ahead of
them - this augers a successful journey.
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not a time for news. They were told that
news of the case had reached Qwaninga and
the general opinion sided with Smalldoor's
judgement.
They slept two days here. They passed
on the dawn of the third morning, and
arrived at Majeke's place at Nqabara during
the evening of the rabbits. Here they were
given a hut and they slept. No news was
asked of them until the second day, however
the honour due to them they were given in
a large manner.
When they introduced themselves, Khulile
knew them, together with their fathers and
grandfathers about whom he told them
stories, for the gentleman is easy-going, and
furthermore this oldmanhood of his you
would not easily detect, for the gentleman
is handsome, he is strong, and for hearing,
he hears and for seeing he sees. A decrepit
is his younger brother, Giant.
Finally on the third day in the morning
of the day, the sons of Majeke gathered
themselves together with their sons and their
grandsons who also were already mature
men, to hear the news of the gentlemen
from the Great Place. Thanguthangu,
Majeke's youngest son started to ask the
visitors where they came from.
Mxhuma, the son of At-the-stones narrated the why and wherefore of the visit,
with the help of his colleagues when he
tended to get lost.
A few unimportant questions were then
asked and the matter was allowed to rest.
The sons of Majeke however asked why this
should pose a problem since the evidence
seemed to point in one direction. They
were, however, themselves saying that in
these days people believe that a person is
created twice, but a person is created only
once: that person which he is in childhood,
he also is in his growing old.
The gentlemen from the Great Place
w:re asked whether they would approve if
this matter that had brought them here
were communicated to the Great Place of
the local minor chief. They agreed, adding
that what is wanted back home is the truth
of .this matter. Its being discussed in calm,
unInvolved places, like Nqabara, is what
might bring out the truth.
At this time there was already much
talk at Nqabara here when it became known
that there were men who had come from
the very middle of the hearth. Furthermore

this matter had caused concern even among
those who were not twins. Furthermore the
news of this matter had already been broadcast here causing warm arguments on
both sides. Furthermore the people of
Nqabara donated milch cows. to the gentlemen from the Great Place, so that they
should milk into their calabashes during
the term of their visit.
The people found it their duty to do so,
not because Khulile did not have food to
feed these lords; although, in fact, the sons
of Majeke had not many cattle.
The great men of this place were delighted. They spoke and broadcast and
poured out their opinions concerning this
case. Finally their chief called a meeting
to tell the people that the son of Majeke
had been called to the Great Place concerning this matter and that matter. But
there was no answer; only the ears were
being caused to hear, the chief was thanked
and that was the end of that matter.
At this stage the people held a dance.
When a beast had been killed, the leg
that is on top left with these gentlemen;
and while there, they were given the best
part of the breast.
All this while that the messengers are not
present, the case is standing on its feet at
home. This one spoke that while that one
spoke this; some went about the hillsides
giving judgement on the case, some wanted
to know what it was that the messengers had
gone to look for at the place of Majeke.
Is it Majeke now who has become Hintsa at
Khawuta's place? They wanted to know.
As for the daughters of Cause-to-rejoice,
they were causing their own hubbub. The
eldest (who is before the twins) and the
youngest were talking about Twin, a person
who is keeping the people of this home,
who has a generous hand with the daughters
of this home and with visitors, a person who
cares for the walking property of the
home. They said They-are-two was the
dancer of the nation, a thing that will
chase a social occasion however far away it
may be.
The middle daughter who comes after the
twins is standing by They-are-two. She
says, " As he is the elder, he is the elder.
Even if it is Majeke himself, he will not
overthrow Smalldoor's judgement. And
over and above that there are many ne'erdo-wells in their own homes who nevertheless are elders. Why is it that her father's
child is made to enter into disputes, and
why do people cross rivers that have names
because of him?"
At the great place the men, when talking
among themselves would give judgement
only in their hearts when they came to
the matter of the circumcision knife, without uttering a word with their mouths. And
again when they came to Twin's word
which says a subject rerpoves the cobwebs
for his lord, the councillors would run short
of truths. It was like that then at home
while the messengers to Nqabara were not
present.
On the tenth day the mesengers became
perturbed saying that it was some time since
they had left home and did not know what

was happening there by this time. They
were not delayed much longer but were
asked to sleep this one night.
The daily gathering of the men of
Nqabara had now been held at Majeke's
place these days when there would be
conversation and exchange of experience.
These men had brought happiness with
them and their hosts were sad to hear that
they were leaving the following day.
At one stage Khulile had wanted to hand
over his opinion to the messengers, however,
these men refused completely to accept
this. And indeed at the following dawn
the men of the Great Place took up their
arms, harnessed their riding animals, and
filled their calabashes. Khulile left with his
younger brother's son named Makhunzi.
Their chief sent them on the way with
a young man named Gqari.
When they were leaving the village, leaving it in the middle of a great multitude
of people, By-him the son of Zekela, the
poet of Nqabara, was heard saying:
" Go then son of Majeke and return well;
Your father was called on the yesterday
and had no fault.
You are his son, have no disgrace.
How beautiful your riding animal is,
It disgraces not those of the Great Place.
I say go thing of Majeke, we let you,
Knotted-stick of Tokazi's home
Go and enter that Place, it is your home
That at. ".r is shaken,
Your equals here have long left you,
That is why you are a dry skin
That is why we ask of you the wherefrom of the nation
Go with the fortune of your home
Go with Qamata of the nation.

Ncincilili "
The men, however, went on their way
as if not hearing. Again they slept at
Qwaninga. It was as if the village had
been called with a trumpet to come and
see these men of the Great Place and in no
time the chief's courtyard was like the
sun and mist with the people. An ox was
slaughtered and its meat was eaten the
night through. And all the men were happy.
And there was singing and clapping of
hands and there was dancing until the night
went by.
But since the messengers had been given
their own hut they soon went to sleep about
the middle of the night. However, their
hosts caused the day to dawn; and when it
had already dawned they continued to stay
around 'at the Great Place.
And when it dawned the community of
Qwaninga would not allow the visitors to
go on their way. The whole day long the
men exchanged experiences in the courtyard; and the grass-dishes* made an unending procession for the land was good.
The conversation ranged widely from
questions by 'the men of Qwaninga to the
men of the Great Place about new developments in the country; to general talk
about those parts of the country that were
still favourable to the rearing of cattle;
to oxen of certain villages that were famous

* carrying food
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as racers; and to asking the travellers for
advice regarding the training of wives and
families.
On the morrow the men of the Great
Place went on their way with Khulile. And
along the way they went meeting other
travellers along the way who asked them
their where-from. And the majority knew
these men without asking, for the whole
country was already filled with the news
of this case of the twins. And so they
went to arrive at the Great Place in the
early evening; they arrived being well,
happy, and refreshed by this journey.

VI
KHULILE AT THE GREAT PLACE
WHEN THESE M~N ARRIVED they were put
together all in one hut, the messengers and
the grey heads of Nqabara. Many dishes
went to the hut for it was assumed that
the travellers were hungry. Some of the
more eminent councillors spent the greater
pan of the night here until Mxhuma remonstrated saying the elderly men are
drowsy, for they had not slept a wink
since leaving Nqabara. Indeed between
Mxhuma and the men of Nqabara no wind
penetrated. *
The morrow 'haVing dawned it was as if
the nation had been called with a trumpet
to come to the Great Place, although this
was not yet the day of the meeting. But each
person had come just to see this Khulile of
Nqabara. And as the day grew the Great
Place simply became red.
And this son of Majeke whom they had
come to see was easy-going, very charming
in conversation, and knowing people. And
this gentleman was a singer, a poet, and the
healing power was in him for he was a
herbalist - but not a clairvoyant. These
are things he impressed the people of the
Great Place with, this Khulile, for they had
expected a decrepit old man no longer
seeing, no longer hearing, no longer doing
anything but sleep and dream.

* so close were they.

The people of the Great Place wanted to
know how old he was, this Khulile. From
his appearance it was estimated that he was
before Khawuta, Hintsa's father; but there
were still many of Khawuta's age among
the people - Khulile said that he was
circumcised at the same time as Phalo - his years of manhood alone being a
hundred and a ten and some odd years.
The days went by until they were three,
K'hulile having arrived at the Great Place
without a meeting being called; however
a special committee had revealed to Khulile
all the details regarding this case and the
Most Beautiful had bitten the ear with
Khulile.
On the fourth day, exactly at the prearranged time of the breaking of the moon,
the minor stewards of the Great Place were
sent off to call the community together,
and the community was to pass on the
message to the ends of the country. Indeed
it became so; for all the people wished to
hear the end of this case. And it was said
that on the third day the men should be
present.
It happened on the second day that all
the community was already breaking one
another here at the Great Place, and it
was as though this was a wedding, for those
who came from far came on their riding
animals carrying calabashes. By the time
the sun was leaving the mountain on that
day everybody was present at the Great
Place. And the men were without humour,
not even looking at each other with beautiful eyes; the poets silent; the great thing
was smoking, and the tobacco smoke was
so thick that the Great Place seemed to
be on fire.
As the Most Beautiful was already
present it became obvious that the law
should progress. The evidence was again
extracted from both twins who went on as
before; again they were questioned and
cross-examined as before.
And complainant was saying he is the
elder on these grounds: the first, traditionally the subj ect goes ahead of the king to
remove the webs of the spiders from the
path of the king; the second, the custom
of amputating the last joint of the finger

he received first; the third, he bought th
eldership with an nkwili while yet a boy'
the fourth, he was circumcised first on th
day they got circumcised; the fifth, h·
home, with all its property is being care
for by him.
Defendant said that all this matte
spoken by the son of his father is nonse .
and mere disputation; he is the elder, fo
he appeared first, a thing which is a cu
tom from the beginning of the beginning.'.
Today the daughters of the home we
called to give evidence regarding the·
being cared for by these their brothers
their mother also was present and wa
asked some questions. Phakiwe, the claughtei
who had been on the side of They-are- ,
asking why her father's child was bein'
caused to enter disputes, when asked abou
who looked after them, agreed with
other daughters that indeed complainant
looked after them, for They-are-two " is not
a person of substance, he does not deny us
things, as he has nothing to deny us."
The court then asked complainant wha
are the things this They-are-two does so
that there is an obstacle to the progress of
the matters of the home. Complainant
enumerated three cows that at various times,
went out to various people for no known
reason. He enumerated the feast of the
initiation ceremony of her sister, Nozici, at
which They-are-two refused completely to
give out the share of the people of other
villages. He enumerated the event of the
driving away of the men who were their
paternal uncles who had come on the matter
of the rehabilitation of the home after the
man who was their father had been'
damaged, and how these men had been
driven away even to the present day.
;
His mother also corroborated this evidence. Defendant also admitted these
matters, albeit coming to them sideways
attempting to defend himself. The two.
daughters, when the matter was directed to
them, spoke at great length and enumerated
even the most insignificant details.
At this stage the owners of the case were
ordered to leave the court. And indeed they.
left, going some distance from it.
[To be concluded
I
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