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COMMENT

This Emphasis
on Freedom

N. E. R.
Mwakasungula

AFRICAN GOVERNMENTS IfAVE REALISED
that the best way in which democracy can
be achieved, democracy which matches
African culture and personality, is a one
party system. In a typical African one
party state the one party is no longer a
party in the normal sense but a national
movement.

There are two reasons why it is thought
in the West that one-party democracy can't
work. Firstly, very unfortunately too many
people are addicted to social formulae to
which they give the same rigidity as mathe
matical formulae, a thing which is totally
wrong.

Social conditions do change, so what is
good today may not be good tomorrow.
People behave differently under the same
conditions. Therefore any attempt at get
ting an all the time correct political formu
la is not right.

Secondly, these hostile critics of Africa,
with all their cunning, have failed to realise
the conditions which made nearly all
African States tend to one-party systems
and yet retain their democracy.

All ex-colony African States were at war
with their colonisers, constantly fighting for
their independence. It is a general principle
universally accepted that during war
differences of different parties should be
buried for national interests.

States which neglect this fact suffer
serious consequences. Kenya's independence
was delayed mainly because people in
different parties failed to get together for a
common goal which was independence.

Zimbabwe People's Republic is still
suffering the same thing to this day. The
leaders are not prepared to come together
for a common purpose. When the time
comes to realise this they will have fought
half the battle against the imperialists.

In certain countries even after indepen
dence when parties fail to forget their bitter
differences to consolidate their efforts to
develop their country and to form a stable
government, chaos reigns. This was the case
with the Congo Republic (Leopoldville).

After getting independence the war does
not stop there. The. day when imperialists
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leave the country, on the same day they
enter it through the back door bringing
with them wors.e type of imperialism or the
so-called Neo-Colonialism.

So at all times the Africans must be
united in their states or else they become
prey to the colonialists again and the hard
won independence becomes meaningless.

WHAT A TRUE AFRICAN PATRIOT has to tell
is that democracy, like belief in God, can
be achieved through different ways. Hindus,
Buddhists, Moslems, Christians and the
like can go to heaven provided that they
are faithful to their respective religions.
But too often you hear one religion saying
the other one is wrong! Who is right
then?

Similarly, democracy can be achieved by
having one party, more than one party or
even in a partyless state.

Not all Hindus or Christians will go to
heaven merely by virtue of being Hindus or
Christians. Those who will go will go be
cause apart from being Hindus or Christians
they believed and behaved themselves as
such.

Similarly, not every so-called multi
party or one-party democratic government
will be democratic merely by virtue of be
ing so-called. But it will be democratic
because the leaders of that state follow
democratic ways.

I need not list some multi-party states
which call themselves democratic but are in
fact fascist in the literal sense. Yet our
critics persistently pose the question, " Are
these one-party states in Africa really
democratic ? " Dear imperialist, the
answer is simple. If democracy means the
existence of opposition parties it is No, but
if democracy means government by repre
sentatives freely elected by the people the
answer is a jubilant Yes.

To test whether an African one-party
state is really democratic one has to
examine if the instruments of democracy
do exist. These instruments are free
periodical elections, free discussions, free
dom of worship, freedom of speech and
freedom of association. The emphasis is on
the word free.

In addition to these one has to see if
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members of the community.

IN NONE OF THE ONE-PARTY AFRICAN states
does the constitution, which apparently is
the bible of the state, enact that there will
be no free periodical elections. Tanzania
last month had its General Elections in
which three former Ministers and six junior
Ministers and several other Parliamentarians
were dropped out. If there was any coercion
then all the Ministers should have been
returned or directly nominated.

In none does the government say worship
should be this or that. Paradoxically very
important believers in multi-party demo
cracy go as far as saying that members of
certain Christian sects shall not, by con
stitutional enactment or should not by
practice, be heads of state. In such a state
an ambitious citizen may abandon his choice
of sect if he foresees the chances of leader
ship.

Certainly in such a state the freedom of
worship is conditional. Look at Ghana,
Guinea, Liberia, Tunisia or Kenya if such
a thing exists, even indirectly.

The one-party system works better in
Africa because it is essentially based on
African tradition which calls for a deeper
spirit of compromise and goodwill amongst
its community. This compromise is so im
portant because without it Africa will go
back to multi-party democracy in which
people, through lack of compromise, go to
the Parliament to oppose for the sake of
opposition because they believe their main
job is to differ and create differences. This
is their work and they do it and get paid for
it! This, as President Nyerere says, is a
mockery of democracy. There is no point
in going to Parliament knowing very well
that you are going to disagree.

It would be extremely difficult to con
vince a one-party African State that demo
cracy is better practised in multi-party
states when they know very well that South
Africa, Southern Rhodesia and other states
where people are denied their right to vote
have many parties and yet have govern
ments which are based on minority rule
which is not representative of the people.
It will not take long before others realise
that Africa is right and therefore they may
come to change their attitude and probably
in the long run adopt the same practice. e


