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PART TWO

L. JIPULA

BOOKS AND THE ARTS

The Restoration,
of Man

D. E. Steward

Whit~ Lotus by John Hersey (Affred Knopf,
New York)

THE MAN WHO MADE conclusive statements on
Hiroshima, the W'arsaw Ghetto, people who love
war, and even on the frosty character of
people who are native to the New England
states, has made an important statement on
racism in America and slavery as it has existed
anywhere.

John Hersey wrote White Lotus midstream in
the passion of the American Oiv'i1 Rights
Movement. It should have been written long
before now, yet that it was written at all is
absolute proof that the world has passed far
beyond the point df 'a century 'ago when Disraeli
could say, " . . . race implies difference,
difference implies superiority, and superiority
leads to predominance."

Hersey compresses hi'S history of the agony
of the African in America into one lifetime, that
Of a white girl from Arizon'a who, after being
taken into slavery, is given the name White
Lotu's. Her saga ends '3'S she stands alone in
non-violent protest 'aga:inst the racial power
which has nearly erased her soul.

White Lotus isa tong al1egory; it is set in
what is either a distan'tly possib1e future or in
an undetermined p'ast. In this novel China
is to North America exactly as historically North
America hals been to Mrica. Hersey is
absolutely successfu~ because every aspect o'f
White Lotus's life is a11egorical1y correct. He
is a master at the deta'iled fantasy of allegorical
reality; here so completely that every chapter
is a further parable, and so the book becomes
a chain of parables which leads down into the
darkest pits of racism.

Even though he knows Chinese culture
intim'ately, John Hersey has not written a book
about China. White Lotus is about every
horrible rea-Ihy in the sorry history cif race
relations all over the world so far. •

DURING THE 1963 ELECTIONS there was
general intimidation. Incidents of actual
assaults on the opposition have been re
corded. In Matanzima's area, for example,
those who urged others to vote against
Matanzima were publicly assaulted. Al
though many of these cases were reported
to the police, no prosecutions followed.
Matanzima and his thugs were thus able
to brutalise their opponents with impunity.
Elsewhert the people were told to vote or
face dire consequences, including loss of
" rights" in their areas. On the actual voting
day an army of police moved in. Fleets of
White police toured the length and breadth
of the land night and day. Planes and
helicopters stood at the alert.

Despite the fraud, corruption and intimi
dation, the fear of reprisals, attempts were
made to boycott the elections. This move
ment was inspired by the African People's
Democratic Union of Southern Africa
(APDUSA) an affiliate of the Unity Move
ment of South Africa. In Pondoland where
the movement was strongest, impis were
sent out to intimidate those who showed re
luctance to vote and cow down the opposi
tion. But in some areas, notably Mqanduli,
whole vilages stayed away from the polls.
Large sections of the population in Baziya,
Tsmo and Engcobo also boycotted these
sham elections.

Pressure was brought to bear upon all lay
ers of the Transkei to vote for Matanzima
and his men. There was intense intrigue and
manipulation. The chiefs also came into the
fray. Chief Havington Zulu, a member of
Poto's Party has this to say on the sub
ject:

"I was nearly dismissed by the Republican
Government for fighting against rehabilitation.
I was called an underground Poqo. Chiefs who
joined the Democratic Party were threatened
with dismissal from their positions. At Umtata
I was taken into a dark house and questioned by
people I could not see. They urged me to sup
port Chief Kaiser Matanzima because he had
saved me from dismissal."

Matanzima himself in one of his more
boastful moments has said: "I have a
keen eye on chiefs and will protect them.
I have files on all chiefs and headmen and
I am keen to see how they work."

L. J I P U L A is a member of the Execu
tive of the All-African Convention and is
now in exile in Lusaka. T he first part of
this article was published in The New
African, August 1965.

IN SPITE OF ALL THESE machinations by
the South Mrican Fascist Government, the
people themselves remain resolute. When
the results of the mock general election
were announced they showed that of the
45 elected members 38 supported Poto.
Matanzima had his greatest support from
the 64 puppet chiefs, who are recognised
or appointed by the South Mrican Govern
ment and paid by it as its servants. The
final result was a 54 to 49 victory for
Matanzima over Poto. Thus the chiefs
supported the Broederbond-backed candi
dates while the people rejected them. The
majority of the people had voted overwhel
mingly against apartheid and the creation
of a Bantustan.

In the by-election that took place in
Gcalekaland, following the shooting by un
known persons of one of Matanzima's fol
lowers, Chief Mlingo Salakupatwa, in April,
1964, Matanzima's candidate, Paul Majavu,
was defeated by Poto's candidate, Moses
Dumalisile, by 7,434 votes. The actual
votes were 36,137 for Dumalisile and
28,703 for Majavu. The election itself was
the first in the T ranskei Bantustan to be
conducted on a party political basis. The
people were called upon to choose between
two policies. Again they voted against
apartheid.

Here again intrigue, intimidation and cor
ruption were used in favour of Matanzima's
man. On the eve of the by-election, Matan
zima in his capacity as Chief Minister of
the Transkei Bantustan sent the following
letter to chiefs and headmen in Gcaleka-
land: Chief Minister's Office,

Transkei Government,
UMTATA.
6th October, 1964.

Chief/Headman,
Gcaleka Region,
Re: Gcalekaland by-election.

As you are aware the By-election is close
at hand. I advise 'all chiefs and headmen to
beware of jackals that will turn against their
own people. The usual practice of these jackals
is to lead the people into difficult positions
where they will find themselves chased by the
police. These jackals bring about trouble be
tween the chiefs and their people.

Stand with the Government if you wish to
lead a happy and contented life because these
jackals themselves are being hounded by the
police as they have Communistes sheltered un
der their blankets.

Vote for Paul Majavu, who is supported by
Paramount Chief Zwelidumile Sigcawi and also
by the Chief Minister of the Transkei.
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Let all sub-headmen be busy on the day
of the by-election and see to it that the people
are not misled.

(Signed) K. D. Matanzima,
Chief Minister of the Transkei.

Following upon this directive by the ·col
laborator-in-chief, chiefs and headmen in
Gcalekaland got busy. As we have seen from
the results of the election, their advice was
rejected by the people despite the fact that
it is an offence to disobey an order of the
chief. The intriguers were confounded.

The oppressed people of South Africa
have moved on to the offensive. The initia
tive is theirs and the Herrenvolk cannot do
anything about it. Although the governing
wing of the Herrenvolk has not acknow
ledged this fact, it has by its actions given It

tacit recognition. For example, members of
Poto's Party, acting under pressure from
the mass of the population, have with im
punity condemned, rejected and publicly
criticised and characterised as traitors to
the cause of the liberation of the oppressed,
the chiefs who follow Matanzima. Yet, in
the face of these "treasonable acts" the
Government has not been prepared to in
voke the tyranny of Proclamation 400 of
1960, which makes any criticism of a chief
or headman a criminal and punishable
offence. This despite Matanzima's request
that its oppressive provisions be applied
against his opponents.

Thus in his election manifesto in respect
of the by-election referred to above, Moses
Dumalisile was able to demand full owner
ship of land, abolition of job-apartheid and
influx control regulations in the urban areas,
universal education as opposed to African,
Indian, Coloured and European Education
- education to fit the child in a plural
society; equal work and equal qualifica
tions; repeal of the rehabilitation scheme;
repeal of Proclamation 400 and the institu
tion of a truly national Parliament. He
demanded "one Parliament . . . not a
Parliament for Africans in the Transkei
in Umtata, and a White Parliament in Cape
Town."

Speaking of Proclamation 400 and lack
of freedom of speech and movement in
the so-called free Transkei, another one
of Poto's men, O. O. Mpondo, had this to
say recently: "There is no freedom in the
Transkei. There has been a state of emer
gency since 1960. But we are prepared to

go to jail in the struggle for liberation of
all people in South Africa. We are prepared
to die in carrying out the wishes of the
party."

Another high-ranking official of Poto's
Party who is also a prominent member of
Steytler's reactionary Progressive Party, the
Rev. Benjamin S. Rajuili, said in East Lon
don not so long ago: " No chief can super
sede the voice of the people. The people are
now turning against their chiefs who want to
carry out the wishes and whims of the
South African Government. To those chiefs
who do not carry out the wishes of their
people the emergency regulations are a
boon."

Much of this coming as it does from
incorrigible collaborators is so much lip
service. But the fact that these turncoats
have found it necessary to mouth these noble
sentiments is significant of the mood of
the teeming millions of the Non-White
people who have pledged themselves to
fight for the realisation of a new way of life
in South Africa. Under the banner of the
All-African Convention, the Unity Move
ment and APDUSA the nation is being
galvanised for a final showdown with the
Herrenvolk and their agents. The ideas of
equality and freedom have become a living
reality in our country. Even Matanzima
has to represent his shameful collaboration
as the royal road to freedom. He declares,
"The policy of multi-racialism is nothing
else but an instrument of African oppres
sion." And again, "It is clear that the
Democratic Party with its liberal policy is
determined to abolish chieftainship and
African traditions. The people of the Tran
skei will defend any attempt to attack their
traditions and customs." Once again the
barbarian is invoking the dead gods of
tribalism, the kaross and the voodoo cult
despite the all-encompassing rays of the
midday sun of scientific and technological
developments of the twentieth century.

THE QUESTION MAY WELL be asked: Why
does Verwoerd allow Poto's men to agitate
against apartheid? Why does he not have
the Democratic Party outlawed and its
members arrested? Verwoerd is truly on the
horns of a dilemma. Logically he should
ban and arrest. But to do this would upset
his whole plan and defeat the purpose of
the Bantustans. Yet Verwoerd cannot afford

to allow the disgruntled quislings to use the
Baboons' Parliament as a platfonn to spread
anti-apartheid propaganda. Mter all,
apartheid is sacrosanct. It is beyond criti
cism, especially by Non-Whites. Besides,
Matanzima and his men have been pressing
for action to be taken against these " agita
tors who are against all order." But it would
seem that his masters have decided that in
this case discretion is the better part of
valour and to approach the matter with
circumspection. It is a tricky problem for
the Broederbond.

I have indicated in this article that the
Government of South Africa has imposed
upon the people of the Transkei a Bantus
tan that the majority rejects. Force, intrigue,
cajolery and intimidation have been em
ployed to put the plan into operation as
planned; the protagonists of apartheid in
the Transkei rely upon the tyranny of
Proclamation 400 for their own personal
security and the maintenance of their posi
tions; in the interests of maintaining "law
and order" the rule of law has been abro
gated. But in spite of all this, the demand
for one man, one vote persists. Indeed only
recently Verwoerd's army moved into Pon
doland where there were threats of another
Bare-up against the system. Matanzima and
his Party have refused to recommend to
their mentors the removal of Proclamation
400 on the ground that it is there to deal
with Communists who are waiting for an op
portunity to stir up a revolution amongst the
peasantry. In plain language, conditions in
the Transkei are not propitious for the
smooth running of a Bantustan Parliament.
Matanzima and other quisling chiefs and
headmen have to be guarded by the police
night and day against the wrath of the
people. Everywhere there is restiveness and
resentment. There is agitation against the
Bantustan system on all levels. There is
agitation against job-reservation, against in
doctrinated schooling, against political apar
theid, against the Rehabilitation Scheme,
against quisling chiefs and headmen. This
kind of agitation has effects that go beyond
the confines of the Transkei. It has the
effect of undermining the system of apar
theid as a whole. A great deal of constant
manoeuvering; manipulation and ingenuity
is required to keep the caricature intact and
under control. Thus is Verwoerd's Bantus
tan having a boomerang effect. e


