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Reassessing the boycott

to question the advisability of continued advocation of
the boycott as an all-purpose weapon of opposition to the South African regime.
Since the boycott movement was started six years ago in London by Mr.
Patrick van 'Rensburg, it has achieved a number of significant successes, notably on the pledge by playwrights and some artists not to allow their works to
be shown in South Africa, in the exclusion of South Africa from the Olympic .
Games, and on the subject of an arms embargo by some of the leading Westeci
States. But it has also failed, in many other fields. The attendance of 30,000
people at Lords to watch the South African cricket team in its first test match
against England, and this after an all-out boycott campaign, is a recent example. A more telling, and distressing one is to be found in the 1965 South
African trade figures, which were released last month. These show that, in·'
the first half of the year, trade with America, Europe (including the Commu- ,
nist bloc) and even African countries increased - despite sporadic restrictions
: an(i'~tit~m,en~dV9.~atiWt them by mor~a hundred. countries. In Britain,
the home 'of the most persiSfcnt and dedicated advocates of the consumer/
boycott, the lack of success is palpable. Not only has it produced almost no .
impact on the vast majority of retail outlets, but it has even been met with
a divided and largely unhelpful response from such sympathetic bodies a!1 the
Co-operative movement.
By some mischanc, what was originally designed as a tactic has been
elevated to the level of a principle. As a result, boycott-promoters have done
frequent harm to the cause they have been seeking to advance: both by dis- '
tracting would-be activists against apartheid from concentrating on a more "
effective means of opposition, and by bringing :about frustration among those '
'
who see the boycott foundering and failing in so many ways.
THE TIME HAS COME
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WE DO NOT ME~N to suggest that boycott should be abandoned entirely.·,as
a technique of opposition; but- it should be recognised as a technique and no
more. h should be used selec:tively and where it can work best. Where it is·,
unlikely to be effective it should be abandoned. Support for this view is found '
in the views of ¥r. Nelson Mandela, * Writing about a different type of h9y- ;
cott (that of the segregated electoral machinery for non-whites in South Afiiql,
before 1960), he said:
.
.
"Perhaps it is precisely because .of its effectiveness and the wide extent
to which varioQs organisations employ it in their struggle to win their de.:
mands that some people regard the boycott asa matter of principle which
must be applied invariably at all times and in all circumstances irrespeC'.:. "
tive of the prevailing conditions. This is a serious mistake, for the boyco,t t
is in no way a matter of principle but a tactic weapon w~ose applicatWu
. should, like all other political,weapons of the struggle, be related to~
concrete conditions prevailing at the given time .... In some cases, there.:. ,
fore, it mIght be correct to boycott, and in others it !might be unwise and ·
dangeroQs;" .
.
At very l~st, a serious attempt should be made to reassess the way in ·
, which the boycott is being used, and to restrict its application to those fields,~
in . which it can be made to work most efficiently for the caUse of ending white
domination. If this involves the abandonment of some aspects of the ,boy.cott'
campaign, it should not be shirked. More people, more . energy and I~ '
resources can .be devoted to those campaigns which are likely to succeed, .as '
techniques of opposition.
,
,',
/
. ,- ',.
well lis to other
..
"
- ..
. > •.;

* . N,o Easy Walk to Freedom by Nelson. Mandela.... ~ed .by Ruth Pirsi{H~¥Um·.
Educatiqnal Books; London, 19~5. 21s.)" .
.
.
.
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ends.
It is also interesting to note that, arising out of this temporary
confusion, an average citizen in Zambia will be unable to identify
three-quarters of the Members of this Parliament. What is more
alarming is the fact that even knowledgeable citizens are sometimes unable to name the members of their country's Cabinet; Sometimes too, they lack knowledge about their head of State. Often
members of the diplomatic corps and visitors find on arrival that
they know more about the Cabinet and politicians of the country
than the prominent citizens of that country do.
POLITICAL STABILITY
This in a country like Zambia is a state of affairs which directly
I have started with the problem of political stability because I . stands in the way of integration and I have a remote suspicion
know that in every country, especially after 70 years or more of that it is primarily due to this fact that President Kaunda has put
foreign rule, there is bound to be an anti-climax in the minds of his Ministers, members of his Government and Party Officials on
some section of the population on the morning following Inde- an IS-hour day working schedule, thus giving the Zambian Cabipendence. There is always the expectation that the day after an net the credit of being the hardest working Cabinet on the ConIndependence flag has been hoisted on the nation's flag post$, the tinent of Mrica.
As I stated earlier, the exploitation of this twilight state of affairs
rest of the good things of life automatically follow.
This is correct in one sense: in the sense that the immediate by dissident groups of the opposition always drives governments
result of Independence is the freeing of the human spirit towards in newly independent states towards the one-party trend of thinkbroader paths; the generation of a new spirit of determination under ing. In itself there is nothing wrong in this principle. At a Party
whose glow the leaders of the nation can sit down and plan an~w caucus I attended recently a fresh view was expressed on this
question. It was · that since there were not enough able men in
with a sense of confidence which hitherto had been latent.
The second, and much more erroneous assumption, is that on Zambia's opposition groups to be able to afford the country a good
the night of Independence, stalwart Party organisers have come to alternative Government the opposition should join the ruling Party
in forming a National Government for the people of Zambia. The
the end of their organisational labours.
While this attitude is perfectly understood in that during the U.N.I.P. organisers and Members of Parliament represent, and
period of the struggle the entire population is based on an emer- rightly so, the State and its Independence unless they voluntarily
gency footing and when all-night committee meetings were the abdicate as leaders or retire into honorific positions as fathers of
rule and not the exception and when Party organisers wouid, to their country.
It is not my intention to re-open the debate on the merits or
. use the words of the famous poet, the late Robert Frost, say to
demerits of the one-party state, for my views are well-known - or
themselves ought to be - on this subject.
The hard fact, however, still remains that the average age of the
"The woods are lovely, dark and deep.
present Zambian Cabinet is roughly 39 and it is thus unlikely, oneBut I have promises to keep,
party state or not, that the nature of leadership, with the excepAnd miles to go before I sleep."
tion of a few cases, will change for the next decade or so.
the coming of Independence to some means the end of their labours
and the expectation of immediate results.
EDUCATION
This period, the period I prefer to call the darkness before dawn,
is one of the most delicate in the history of any new emerging
nation, and is the period when political leadership and firmness are HAND IN HAND WITH THE PROGRAMME of keeping the fires of the
qualities which would be more essential than all the Seven Wonders struggle alight must be considered the very serious question of
education in Zambia. By education I want it understood that I
of the World.
It is during this period that while the Party organisers are having mean all levels of education for I know there is no greater insult
a brief rest from the bustle and hurry of the hustings, that oppo- today than to ask an applicant for a job: "Did you do your Form
sition and dissident groups, for either personal reasons or sheer II?"
This is one of the fundamental problems facing every new nation.
stupidity, prefer to use their energy to disrupt the stability of
newly won Independence. It is during this period, before the dust On Independence there inevitably arises a sharpening of educational
from the campaign vans has been cleaned, that these various groups appetite which comes with more demand for more and better educated personnel.
S I K 0 TAW I N A is Zambian Minister of Local GovernAs far as primary and secondary education is concerned, the
ment and Housing. This article is adapted from an address given Zambian Government has already made preparations for the opento the Zambian Association for National Affairs in Lusaka, on ing up of several thousand school places for our children. Accord5th '1une 1965.
ing to our present planning every child reaching the age of seven
WHEN ONE TALKS ABOUT

diate issues that arise before the
are many and complex, and
all depends upon what particular aspect of integration one would
like to look at. I have taken the liberty to survey only .the most
important aspects, such as the need for political stability, education, manpower, and, in our society, inevitably the problem of
tribalism and regionalism. In one way or other issues which appear
to be much more urgent, such as unemployment, autoIDliltically fall
within the ambit outlined above.
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continued

by 1970 will get a minimum of four years primary education and
by 1975 it will prove possible to let at least 75 % of the 1975 entrants go on to complete a full seven-year primary course.
At a much higher level, that is the university level, we are aiming
at giving the whole of our education locally, and where it is essential
that an African should go to Europe for the final steps to enter a
profession, we must arrange our system in such a manner that his
absence will be reduced to the shortest possible time and the
foundations of his character firmly laid before he goes.
It is perhaps at university level that the true spirit of the integration of the Zambian Nation will be mostly felt. This is simply
because it is at this level that a lot of problems in connection with
manpower - a subject I will come to later - are involved.
Zambia intends to open its university gates early next year and
a prospectus of likely admissions at the moment indicates the
following figures: 2,540 students
3,810
"
4,810
"
5,650
"
"
and it is then that thought must be given to the opening of subsidiary universities in Zambia.
1966
1967
1968
1969

230 students
540
"
1,090
"
1,860

1970
1971
1972
1973

of Zambia and the integration process, we have to bear in mind the clear definition of the
role of a university in the process of Nation building.
If this purpose is to be achieved it means that the university
must have four prerequisites, namely, that it must provide the
highly-skilled manpower necessary for the running of modern
Zambia; for in most cases universities in modern African states
have not done this in the past and have rather tended to follow the
British Oxbridge model of the 19th and early 20th century - in .
short the mass production of white collar graduates tailor-made for
a colonial era instead of the post-colonial era.
If Britain, for example, had depended for its skilled manpower
on similar university criteria, it would have been in a parlous
state. As far as we in Zambia are concerned, however, there are
definite signs that the proposed university is concerned more with
the broadening of curricula for the provision of skilled manpower
for Zambians rather than with the factory production of whitecollar graduates.
Secondly, it will be the duty of the University of Zambia to encourage readings and research in African art and history with the
possibility of the so-called Rhodes-Livingstone Institute turning
into a centre for African studies.
Thirdly, all of us can look forward to the university as a reservoir for the provision of a body of specialists who will help with
advice in the solution of national problems through research. And,
perhaps more important, the university should provide facilities
for the development of extramural work both in towns and in rural
areas and initiate extension activities in such fields as agriculture.
Only in the foregoing manner can the projected university ever
hope to play its full part in the integration of the Zambian nation.

M A NPOW E R
WHILE GRANTING GREAT EXPECTATIONS for the production of manpower from the projected Zambia University, however, one has to
bear in mind the fact that it will not be until 1973 that it will
~ave r~ached its expected. quota of 5,000 students. And yet the
ImmedIate problems of fillIng the gap between the colonial era and
tJ:e period when local people will be in a position to fill these posts
WIth all clear conscience raises the problem of recruitment and
what has generally become known, wrongly, as the expatriate personnel to bridge the gap between the two needs.
In m?st African states the problem of the future of expatriate
officers IS famous for its usual characteristics - the golden handshake; th~ usual threats to .wa!k out in a body in order to bring
the establIshed order to a grIndIng halt - examples which can well
be cite~ with prefection in such cases as Kenya, the Congo and
MalawI. Of all the problems facing the success or failure of integration of a nation, perhaps this, more than any other is the
classic test. Hand in hand with this problem goes the burni~g issue
of unemployment for the Zambian citizen.
Zambia, like several other newly emerged countries on this
co~tinent, will have to depend for some time to come on expatriate
skIlled labour - a subject which raises several important questions
~mong t~e local people,. such as - when are we going to fill the
Jobs whIch are now beIng taken up by expatriates? Is it really

I :" THINKING ABOUT THE UNIV ERSITY
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necessary to recruit this kind of labour force at so much cost, etc.
How shall we bring down the rate of unemployment if we still continue to recruit personnel from overseas?
As far as Zambia is concerned, the last question perhaps is not
such a burning issue, for the construction programme under the
£35,000,000 Development Plan is expected to create 40,000 new
jobs, a factor which. could more than halve the unemployment
problem.
Still, there are interesting problems in connection with the expatriate worker. Most of them who are working in Zambia feel
that they must give some reason for being in Zambia and Africa.
Even those who come here quite clearly to make money or to
stretch out a meagre and unfair pension feel that they need to provide some other special reason for being here.
Occasionally, a straight-forward reason is given: for example,
downright curiosity; to save souls; to defend the Empire; to civilise the African; to seek biological kinship; to escape the northern
winters; to teach and research; to visit on duty or secondment; to
recover from a broken romance or to find a husband!
This would not be the entire picture, however. There are some
who came here genuinely and with humility, belonging to no religious body, but belieying that in Zambia they can answer some
vague longing within themselves to serve and in so doing gain
peace of mind and private salvation; hoping at the same time, that
whatever skills they possess may help us too in the process of
nation building and integration.
It must, however, be obvious that the age of evangelism is over
and that from those expatriate officers who come out to Zambia
on recruitment this country and its people expect not charity but
service, not religious zeal but a firm conviction that the country
gets its money's worth during the period of the contract.
TRIBALISM

AND

REGIONALISM

FINALLY I COME to the subject of tendencies among some sections
of the population, in particular the rural population, towards sectarian thinking and regionalism. The first duty of an elected government is to ensure that on the take-over of responsibility for Independence the country remains as united, if not more, as it was
during the colonial era.
This concept of centralised government and the subjection of
regionalist tendencies to centralised control always come as a shock
to more conservative minds . Fortunately for us the Lenshina
trouble, which in a way was a religious and fanatical issue, came
to a head immediately after Independence and the action taken at
the time has been a clear indication of how firmly the Government
of the Republic of Zambia intends to go about the task of national
integration.
There is, however, still some dead wood to be removed. One
clear case is the issue concerning one or two provinces of this
country, where after having been used to the flattery and ineffectiveness of a spent colonial regime the people still have occasional
temptations to flout the authority of Central Government.
Sometimes the issues are not put as bluntly as that. Sometimes
the issues involved are veiled in a spider's web of finance, the preservation of culture and tradition, the so-called desires of the
people, etc., etc.

It is my firm belief that our people elect a Government for that
Government to rule. If at any time President Kaunda's Government clamps down on regionalism then the only people to blame
are the handful of discontented individuals who seek more regional
power for themselves than the Constitution allows.
I WOULD LIKE TO CONCLUDE by stating that the problems which
face us as a new nation in Zambia are immense and complex.
Government is setting the lead in finding solutions but it is also
important that the ordinary man, black and white, should contribute his share towards the attainment of the solution.
I am deliberately stressing black and white because both sections
have, during the past seventy years or so, suffered from the system
of Government. The European in Zambia has always subjected
himself to the rule of Whitehall, to the dictates of the "Home
Government" and to the feeling that he was a transit passenger.
The African has always felt that his country of birth had set him
down in a ghetto in which it intended him to perish. He legitimately
felt he was born in Zambia and faced the bleak future that he faced
because he was black. The limits of his ambition were set for ever.
He was born into " a society which spelled out with brutal clarity,
and in as many ways as possible, that he was a worthless human
being. He was not expected to aspire to excellence: he was expected to make peace with mediocrity." Wherever he turned he was
told where to go and what to do and how to do it; he was told
where to live and in some cases who to marry.
In short, the life of the African, the details and symbols of his
life were up until the 24th October 1964, deliberately constructed
to make him believe what white people said about him.
All that is now ended and all of a sudden they realised on the
night of Independence that, as one famous poet put i t -

" The very time I thought I was lost
My dungeon shook and my chains fell off"
During the coming days of winter, summer and spring, we are
going to be faced with various problems all of which will not be
easy to solve. But the Government and the President of the Republic of Zambia will solely rely upon the good commonsense of a
new generation of Zambians to face these critical times with vigour
and confidence. Our problems today are not the same as the problems of the people of twenty years ago.
Our age is not their age. As every past generation has had to
disenthrall itself from an inheritance of truisms and stereotypes,
so in our own time we must move on from the reassuring repetition of stale phrases to a new, difficult, but essential confrontation
with reality.
One thing this nation must not cheat itself about is the fact that
during the painful process towards integration there will always be
dissident voices heard in the land, expressing opposition without
alternatives; finding fault but never favour; perceiving gloom on
every side and seeking influence without responsibility.
I venture to suggest that all of us are ready to meet such types
of opposition for we are all trustees for the Zambian people, custodians of the Zambian heritage.
It is the task of Government to plan for the integration of the
Zambian Nation but to implement the plan is the task of us all . •
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Views of Youth

1

The youth of Africa
will choose
SHAKESPEARE

MAKONI

of Communist influence in Mrica today?
What factors have brought about thl! penetration of Communist
influence in the continent that for long has been a haven for Western
colonialist influence? If significant Communist influence exists in
Africa, is it likely to grow any stronger, if so why, and how could it
be combated - if Communism be indeed an evil politico-economic
system that must be kept out of Africa?
Most African peoples know little or nothing about Communism.
In Rhodesia and South Africa it is not uncommon to hear the
whiteman decry African nationalist political activity as being Communist inspired, financed and directed. In South Africa political
opposition parties and individuals that do not believe in apartheid
'are penalised under the Supression of Communism Act. In Rhodesia one Rhodesian Front backbencher has even called UNESCO
lecturers at the University College of Rhodesia and Nyasaland
" subversive elements," in other words, Communists.
Over the radio we hear, in the newspapers we read, that
American planes have bombed or poison-gassed, Viet Cong
Communists. This makes the ordinary African wonder whether
in fact these people are responsible for most of the evils of the
world or at least the so-called undeveloped world. In the United
States where the number of Communists, if any, is minute, segregation and violence against the the Negroes has continued. The
Ku Klux Klan, in spite of its possible smallness, seems to be
spreading to other European countries. Part of Nazi Germany's
policy was to destroy communism, yet it was Nazi Germany that
launched the world into an unprecedented international war and
set about the extermination of about six million Jews.
There is no doubt that Communists have been ruthless in many
instances especially during the Stalinist era in Russia and during
the 1956 Hungarian Rebellion. The fact that this ruthlessness is
found on both sides of the Iron Curtain, goes to prove that neither
side is more, by any considerable degree, human than the other.

, WHAT IS THE NATURE

MOST YOUNG AFRICANS who read anti-Communist propaganda or
indeed factual material on Communism are either indifferent to
the Communist system or just inquisitive to know what makes
Eastern Europe tick and why it is so hated in the West. Few of us
have come face to face with Communists or studied in their countries. In consequence few of us have friends, if any, in the East. It
would therefore be unrealistic for us to support the anti-Communist
front in the cold war politics.
.
On the other hand many of us have friends and quite likely
personal enemies in the West. We read, write and speak in one or
other of the former colonial European powers' languages when we
participate in any international dialogues. We know more of the
West. We deal with them daily. We have dealt with them as colonial
rulers before the liberation of many Mrican countries. Some of
us are still subjects of foreign and European settler rule. We are
humiliated on the grounds of race. We are denied the vote in our
own countries. Through an economic system based on race, we
are deprived of the fruits of free enterprise. Our labour is under
SHAKESPEARE MAKONI is a student at University College,
Salisbury and is a contributor to the Central African Examiner.

paid while that of the settlers is overpaid. We are prohibited from
residing in certain parts of our own countries. In Rhodesia because
of the Land Apportionment Act, Africans are considered undesirable aliens in urban centres. As a result a parent living in any of
the African townships in urban Rhodesia, a parent whose sons and
daughters are neither in school or employment and are over sixteen is required to pay fifteen shillings monthly rent per child.
Like branded cattle we are required to move with identity cards
wherever we go. Police searches are a daily occurrence. Restrictions
and banishment for holding political opinions contrary to the status
quo are not uncommon.
It is in this personal contact, in the master-servant context, that
many Africans in at least white colonial Africa, remember or see the
relationship between the European and the African. It is under this
contact and influence that our favourable or distasteful response or
reaction to whites, forms. Naturally our response is human. We
either like or dislike whites as a result of the experiences we undergo in our social, political, cultural or economic life, before or after
the independence date. It should never surprise the Westerners to
find Africans seemingly anti-West. If the African appears antiWest it is because he knows more of the European's weaknesses as
well as his favourable points. Paradoxically he may form strong ties
with some whites ,
IN AFRICA TODA Y Western influence predominates and this influence
is likely to be permanent and independent of European manipulation. If today the West, whose links with Africa are stronger in
terms of time and experience, and whose influence hitherto dominated and indeed to a considerable extent, continues to dominate,
should feel that its influence is being displaced by Communism,
then the West needs to pause and ask why. Instead there is a tendency on the part of the white people to brand and abuse any
African leaders who may feel it an act of sovereignty and nonalignment to befriend the NATO world and the Communist front.
After asking why Africa should seem to be growing cold towards
whites, the West must then try faithfully to discover the real
reasons. They must look at their own attitude towards Africans
generally and the attitude of European settlers in Africa in order
to discover the cause of coldness. They must also find out the
attitude of the Communists towards Africa and the African attitude
towards both the West and the East. Initially it could be assumed
that former slaves are unlikely to be fond of former masters. This
however has not always been so, in fact the achievement of independence from colonial rulers has generally created a climate of
better understanding between the former colonies and the colonisers.

IN AFRICA NORTH OF THE ZAMBEZI, colonial European powers, for
fear of aggressive Communist activity that would have supplied
arms and training for African guerilla fighters to wrestle independence from foreign rule, quickly granted self-determination. Of
course the fact that the climate was unfavourable to European
settlement had something to do with this early hand-over of power.
In Southern Africa the climate is favoured by whites and the
wealth and privileges the whites have, they want to hold for ever
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the East and West to befriend Africa may make a truly non-aligned
Africa an honest broker in an ideologically divided world.
One thing we all have in common in Africa is a distrust for the
two power groups. They seem to us to be two sides of the same
coin. That far we shall not replace hyena domination with crocodile rule. We have suffered subjugation and would loathe to be
subjugated yet again. The ill treatment of African students in the
East and the blaCk people in the West confirms African fears that
these powers discriminate against the non-whites.
towards Communism may be detected
among the ranks of the young Africans. This leaning can grow
more pronounced and more open only if the West fails to revise
its activities in Africa and especially its attitude towards the
white minority ~overnments of Southern Africa. In the eyes of
these young people the West, because of its support, open or tacit,
for settler and colonialist rule in Africa, is an enemy. It appears
hypocritical in its communication of democracy and the concept of
majority rule in Southern Africa. This hypocrisy is confirmed by
the West's apparent support for the anti-African activities of the
former colonial rulers. The West's apparent indifference to the
French war in Algeria, the NATO support for Portuguese
policies in Africa, the reluctance or even refusal of the West to
support strong United Nations resolutions against Portugal, the
refusal of the chief trading Western powers to support a total boycott of South Africa, the Western continued supply of armaments
to South Africa, which arms are for the purpose of suppressing African aspirations; the continued and increasing volume of
Anglo-American investment in the country of apartheid, the
seeming British desire to hand over independence to the Rhodesian
White minority rulers in spite of the South African experience and
of course the NATO opposition to revolutionary forces against
these regimes - all these things are going to have a decisive influence on whether or not Africa will become pro-Communist.
Yet Africans have no desire to be pro any of the Cold War
powers. They want to be and are pro-Africa.
In spite of Western contradictions, in spite of the colonisation of
Africa by Europe, Africans had grown an affinity for the Western
ideals of democracy, human dignity, the rule of law and the sanctity of universal suffrage based on neither race nor property. The
problem of the NATO powers is that they are more interested
in immediate short-term gains. The Communists on the other
hand are strategic in their organisation, they are more interested
in long-term gains. The West's short-term interests have the
possible effect of alienating Africa for good.

A SUBTERRANEAN SWING

and in this they seem to receive the tacit support of the West. It is
a fact, however, that the bogy Communism and its armed struggle
gospel acted as a catalyst in the emancipation of Africa in so far
as the Communists were ready to aid the Africans in an armed
struggle against foreign rule.
IN AFRICA SOUTH OF THE ZAMBEZI the West has pursued a very
opposite policy. Under the argument that" you can always trust
your kith and kin" and that European settler governments in these
areas are a bastion against international Communism, the NATO
powers have tended to support, in African eyes, the unpopular
settler rule. It was only a few months ago that the Labour Party
Government of Britain banned the export of arms to South Africa.
At the same time we learn that some Britons are soon to emigrate
to South Africa where they are going to work on the manufacture
of war equipment. France, in spite of United Nations resolutions
to ban the supply of arms to apartheid South Africa, defiantly exports to this country armaments. Silent support is being given to
Portugal by the NATO powers. She is supplied with arms and
West Germany is committed to increase investtnent in Angola in
order to strengthen the Portuguese economy and capacity to keep
in subjugation the African people there. In the Congo Natoists
are four-square behind Tshombe who in the eyes of most Africans
is a betrayer of the African cause. In the minds of most Africans
it is widely held that the West brought about the death of Lumumba. During the Algerian liberation war again the West seemed to
have stood indifferently to French atrocities in that war. When
Zanzibar was liberated from the rule of fanner slavers the West
expressed disappointment.
The Red countries on the other hand seem to have fully supported the case of African liberation. In Algeria, it was Russia and
China and indeed the freed North African states that assisted the
Algerian revolutionaries with arms and training facilities. In the
United Nations the Red powers have been uncompromising, at least
in their surface attitude towards the Western colonial rule in Africa.

and the world over generally, the Communists want to get rid of all Capitalist influence. Hence they
want to see in Africa : 1. The total withdrawal, physical withdrawal of colonialist
forces and NATO influence. They believe this can be done through
supporting African liberation. On this score they seem to have
been genuine friends .
2. They would be keen to replace the West and possibly impose their own domination of Africa. However, failure to take over
Africa will not worry the Communist very much. They are aware
of President Nyerere's words that " Africa is not for sale." They
know too that the West would not stomach such a neo-colonisation
of Africa nor would Africans permit it. Hence the chief Communist
interest in Africa is destroying Western influence and privileges
and securing the friendship of our continent. Thus even if the West
withdraws from Africa, the Communists will intensify their ties
of comradeship with us rather than withdraw too. The central
position of Africa in the cold war dialogue and the wish of both
iN AFR ICA IN PARTICULAR

requests in desperation that the West disassociate itself militarily and economically from the minority
governments in Southern Africa. We request that in order to
avoid a racial war blood bath in Africa, the NATO powers
assume their responsibility to assist colonial Africans to be free
from racialist minority rule and to bring about majority government in these areas. Britain and America will be responsible for
any racial war in Africa. They are in a position to prevent this
at present by refusing to support minority governments. It will
be the indifference of NATO powers to the African quest for
a free majority-ruled Africa that might move Africans towards
Communism. The Communists are prepared to assist Africa in
its fight against white minority rule . When the Communists support the Africans militarily, for example, the West might militarily
support the minority governments of Southern Africa. Should this
occur a world war is not unlikely to occur. The safety of Africa
from Red influence and control does not lie in the continued existence of settler rule in Southern Africa and the continued support
for these settlers by the West: such support makes Communism
more appealing to Africans.
We ask the West to show that they can be' better trusted than
the Communists, that the ideals they cherish are superior to Communist doctrines, and that they pursue the interest of humanity
and disassociate themselves from regimes that disgrace the principles of racial equality, social justice, fair sharing of economic
gain and the concept of majority rule. We request the leading
nations of the NATO world to turn their good words into good
~
deeds.
THE YOUTH OF AFRICA
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Views of Youth

2

Bridging South Africa's
youth gap
DAVID LE ROUX

WHILE CAPE TOWN'S NOON signal cannon
is not yet fired off twice, firstly for whites
and then for nonwhites, time is about the
only thing shared on an equalitarian basis
by all people in South Africa. Nonracialists
wishing to organise integrated activities are
confronted with a Berlin wall, creating
severe difficulties, which must be hard for
people living in Britain and other sane
states to even visualise.
Those attempting to organise nonracial
youth encounter the same problems as all
integrated groups, though youth usually has
less financial resources available.
The myriad ramifications of apartheid
do not only affect anti-racist political movements, but every conceivable aspect, from
bird-watchers' societies (the government
grants to all scientific and cultural societies
being recently suspended unless they are
segregated) to blood banks labelled racially;
from schools to U.S. Space Tracking stations (Dr. Verwoerd announced that U .S.
Negro scientists would not be allowed to
enter the Republic to work at these sites);
from dry-cleaners to cemeteries, all are
racially segregated.
Any integrated activity is frowned upon
and legislated against, be it by chess-players
in the open-air park cafe, or library bookborrowers.
The first obstacle a youth organiser must
overcome for any nonracial meeting is the
venue. All parks, beaches, cinemas, halls
(any form of 'public entertainment' which
is integrated must be sanctioned by a Ministerial permit, even if held in a privatelyowned or Church hall) theatres, cafes,
restaurants, trains, taxis, buses and pubs are
by law segregated, apart from the prejudice
of the white owners, not to mention landlords' fear of "getting mixed up in politics."
In even the handful of as-yet non-segregated parks, it is not exactly advisable, in
South Africa 1965, (with the Secret Service's R312,000 for purely internal use being
separate from the R500,000 budgeted for
external spying) for white and non-white
to sit together informally speaking or
demonstrating effusive friendship in public,
a sight so rare as to attract the stares of
passers-by, if not police curiosity.

Young white people living with parents,
who are rarely sympathetic (it is a widely
observed ritual for white students to be
warned by their parents not to "get involved with communists like NUSAS"as the author can state from his and most
of his friends' experiences), find flats or
houses few and far between whose owners
are willing to permit nonracial meetings.
This leaves semi-accessible picnic sites as
the only suitable places - after fares and
scrambling up a mountain-side have been
considered,

of the few surviving non-racial organisations will illustrate the problems faced:
In the political field the Liberal Party,
the South African Congress of Trade
Unions, National Union of South African
Students, several student societies at the
formerly "open" universities, the S.A. Institute of Race Relations, and the propertied Progressive Party, all, to varying
degrees, eke out an existence on the twilight
fringe of legality.
.
The Liberal Party, especially in the Cape,
has been disembowelled by the banning and
house-arrest of its members and officebearers to the point where it survives in
little more than name; the atrophy since
January 1965, certainly since June 1964,
have left it, in the Cape, without even a
paid official of its own.
The time when mass meetings, street
demonstrations and poster protests could be
successfully organised and held, is largely
over. Any organiser hoping to stall Special
Branch discovery must conduct activities
predominently, if indeed not exclusively,
through house-meetings or small study
groups of ten or so people; the disadvantage
of this type of organisation being the need
for strong central control to prevent individuals from being taken in by agents provocateur and Special Branch plants. Many
white youths, coming fresh from school, and
never having had an opportunity before to
meet nonwhites on an equal basis, have a
naive trust in any nonwhite they meet, and
are especially susceptible to being trapped,
DAVID LE ROUX is a student at the
the Special Branch employing many Africans
University of Cape Town.
and non-Africans for this purpose.
PERHAPS A BRIEF SURVEY

The South African Congress of Trade
Unions (SACTU) has been the hardest-hit
by banning orders and house-arrests, its
pitiless, methodical destruction being evidenced by the obscure five-line articles
appearing at about monthly intervals with
monotonous regularity in the status-quo
press, stating that another three or five
trade unionists have had banning or housearrest orders served upon them. The cripplingly high personnel turnover rate resulted
in well over 100 office-bearers being eliminated to date.
The " Open" universities are by now, to
all practical intents and purposes, for whites
only (since 1959 nonwhites attending them
have had to have a permit from the appropriate minister, granted only if no alternate
facilities at a tribal college are available).
Here too, the transformation over a period
of only three or four years is startling.
Views such as "if we let the kaffirs take
over South Africa, they will drive the white
man into the sea, and we will have the same
chaos as in the Congo arid Zambia" are
not only commonly held by students, they
are frequently written in essays in those
faculties formerly attacked for being" teeming with leftists." The university authorities,
whose attitude will play such an important
role in deciding how much longer the universities will be the academic and intellectual centres of opposition to Afrikaner
Nationalist policies, are discreetly playing
down all issues as they arise.
NUSAS, under two-pronged attack both

Direct Action
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workers against oppression and
racialism. Published by the Syndicalist Workers' Federation, British
section of the International W orking Men's Association. Yearly subscription 6s. Specimen copy free
on request from 34 Cumberland
Road, London, E.17 .
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from the outside (the massed might of the
SABC, the Afrikaans press, and Ministers
Vorster and Hertzog) and from within
(a student electorate now nearly all-white,
the rapidly escalating political polarization
of the population, with the whites moving
right ever-faster), faced with the alternatives
of confrontation or conformation, is already
showing alarmingly discernible signs of
choosing the latter - the 1965 NUSAS
Congress will show to what extent this development can be retarded. This trend, while
accelerated by the events of 1964 -largescale detentions and political trials - is a
permanent one, and will continue to grow.
Mr. Maeder Osier, 1964-5 President of
NUSAS, called NUSAS a " living example
of non-racialism"; that hopeful embryo of
the late 1950s is likely to be aborted.

THE STUDENTS REPRESENTATIVE COUNCIL

at Wits and UCT in the fight to preserve
Academic Freedom but four or five years
ago, are steadily becoming more conservative. The liberal "line," which they have
followed fairly consistently since the mid
to the late nineteen-fifties, is being soft
pedalled for a "respectable responsible"
vaguely Prog. line. The lower ranks of
the NUSAS hierarchy are noticably percolated with racists, including many white
Rhodesians, the "keep NUSAS out of
politics" and" we should only bother about
politics which concern students as such"
arguments being hints of what is to come.
The Defence and Aid Fund and the S.A.
Institute of Race Relations are alarmed at
new legislation requiring the segregation of
all welfare organisations. Defence and Aid
has been the recipient of two banning orders
and one deportation order, and has been
attacked for defending "communists and
saboteurs."
A few youth clubs attached to the " leftish English Churches " and cultural societies sponsored by foreign embassies are the
only integrated social groups left where
whites and nonwhites can mix on an equal
basis. Even the Progressive Party has been
raided and a Parliamentary smear campaign
on postal vote irregularities has tarnished its
Hillbrow " respectability."

PERHAPS THE BIGGEST PROBLEM for Youth
organisers of nonracial activities, even for
those whites who survive twelve years of
school conditioning (not only history but
prescribed geography text-books, for example, state that while the African is " unfit
for mental exertion" he " cheerfully delights
in even the heaviest manual labours") is
simply the dearth of occasions on which one
can meet people of different races and get
to know individuals as individuals - it is
precisely this state of affairs that the
Government has striven to bring about.
Politics, universities and religion are about
the only partial exceptions.
The second factor is fear. While Asians,
Coloured people, and especially Africans
have always had intimidation or endorsing
out to threaten them into silence, the widelypublicised emergence of secret service agents
Q-018 and Q-043 and the efficiency of
solitary confinement and torture at making
lifelong friends betray each other, have sown
the seeds of doubt and suspicion. No one
knows whether" colleague Jones is a spy,"
as a letter to the editor of a newspaper
stated.
The demoralising effects of this can perhaps only be fully realised by politically
conscious people who lived in Nazi Germany or Stalinist Russia. It is a tremendous
factor in creating wariness, rendering mutual
trust impossible and establishing a countrywide web of informers.
To the placing of African locations miles
out in the bundu, costing ill-affordable

fares, is added the deportation of Coloureds
and Asians to similarly placed "locations."
It would, of course be possible for another
Group Area Amendment bill to be passed
in future, prohibiting people of different
races from meeting together, except in their
capacities as employees and employer, without a permit from the appropriate minister.
This would rule out the small discussion
groups of four or five meeting in private
rooms which have succeeded the giant rallies
of yesterday.
In short: the present is bleak, the future
is grim. The most that " liberalists" living
in South Africa can look forward to is to
suffer under one of the shifting grades of
restrictions, such as listed as unquotable,
listed as communistic, banned, banished or
house-arrested, which remove a person from
politics as efficiently as if he were interned
in a barbed-wire concentration camp, though
with nothing for the" leftist overseas press"
to see. Of course the last-named may
materialise when "trouble" comes -- a
word so beloved by the white populace.
But even if we have little more than twos
and threes listening to Radio Ghana or Tanzania behind locked doors (and overseas
news snippets are like seeing sunshine
through a keyhole from a dark dungeon) or
people organising secret literacy classes in
locations, the determination of all nonracialists, including that of a tiny handful of
whites, and the incentive of youth, will in
the end be greater than any obstacles Dr.
Verwoerd can place in their path.
•
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The Transkei's
answer - 1
"Self-rule" and its sequel,
from the viewpoint of the
All-African Convention and Unity Movement

L. JIPULA
has decreed that the
whole of the African population of 11 million shall be isolated, and
insulated from the world stream of progress and modem civilisation. Under the aegis of apartheid a whole people must be put on
the road to barbarism and degradation. In this way it is hoped to
reduce the African to the position of a helot who is ever willing
to serve at his White master's table. The state of laws that have
been passed against the Africans by the Broederbond Government
since it came into power in 1948 has had one purpose in view: to
regiment and control the African population in order to satisfy the
cheap labour demands of White South Africa's mines, farms, factories and kitchens.
The system of Bantustans has to be seen against this background.
It is a Machiavellian plan designed by the Herrenvolk of South
Africa to solve this and other ancillary problems. The fraud was
intended, inter alia, to dupe the oppressed and restive masses of
the people in South Africa and to placate the critics of apartheid
abroad, especially at the United Nations. But the sinister designs
of the South African ruling class are always draped in finery. Thus
when the Herrenvolk Parliament passed the Transkei Constitution Act (Act No. 48 of 1963) it was in order to confer" self-rule"
on the Transkei.
The organisations united under the All-African Convention and
the Unity Movement have always been the arch-enemies of apartheid in all its connotations. Thus as soon as the details of the
scheme were released, the A.A.C. at once exposed it as a devilish
plan for the ultimate enslavement of the whole Non-White population. It was intended as a blue-print for the res,t of the oppressed
Non-White peoples in South Africa. (See "Transkei Self-Rule
a Monstrous Fraud," published by the All-African Convention.)
The Transkei was a strategic choice. For years this part of the
country had been a veritable cauldron of the liberatory ideas of
the All-African Convention and the Unity Movement. It had been
the centre of the political boycott movement and opposition to the
rehabilitation scheme (see" Rehabilitation Scheme A Fraud" and
"The Boycott as a W~apon of Struggle" (1952) by 1. B. Tabata).
The Rehabilitation Scheme is a device for the further impoverishment of the already poor peasants by culling their stock further,
subdividing their small and inadequate land allotments, demolishing whole villages and removing the population and fencing the
commonage so as to regiment and control grazing.
This peasant resistance movement has had its episodes which
future historians will record in letters of fire and gold. For instance,
in 1948, this movement led to the arrest and prosecution at Mount
Ayliff (part of Pondoland) of Mr. 1. B. Tabata, who was then
engaged in the work of organising the peasantry under the banner
of the All-African Convention to fight for their right to live as
free men and women in their motherland. His dramatic acquittal
gave a tremendous impetus to the struggle against the Rehabilitation Scheme in the Transkei and elsewhere. Peasant Committees
sprang up all over the country, but especially in the Transkei and
the Ciskei, and affiliated to the All-African Convention.
THE FASCIST GOVERMENT OF SOUTH AFRICA

L.

J I P U L A is a member of the Executive of the All-African

Convention .

grew apace like a weed
and as the crisis of oppression deepened, so did the forces of resistance consolidate themselves into a solid bloc. Thus, by the time the
rulers of South Africa foisted upon the population of the Transkei
the fraud of " self-rule" there had been in some areas a sharp division of the population into two categories - those who accepted
oppression and those who were opposed to it - the collaborators
and the Jacobins, as the people called them. Invariably the chiefs
fell under the class of collaborators and everywhere in the country
opposition mounted against these puppets of the Government. This
general revolt reached its climax in Pondoland where several known
collaborators were liquidated in 1960. The whole countryside was
seething with discontent and "boycott" and "non-collaboration"
became the watchwords. The collaborator-in-chief, Kaizer Matanzima, his brother, George, the disgraced attorney, who is now the
Transkei Bantustan's Minister of Justice, and others like them
accused the leadership of the All-African Convention and called
for its incarceration.
The Broederbond Government fully appreciated the situation
that had arisen. With the full collaboration of their lackeys, the
rulers of South Africa promptly gazetted the notorious Emergency
Proclamations 400 and 413, which have been in operation ever
since. Thousands of people were arrested, jailed, prosecuted and
convicted. The President and the General Secretary of the AllAfrican Convention. Messrs. N. Honono and R. S. Canca were
among those detain~d in terms of the Proclamations. Mr. Honono
remained in jail for six months without trial. War was truly declared
on the Liberation Movement in the Transkei.
Under the Proclamations it is an offence:
AS THE ARROGANCE OF THE HERRENVOLK

(a) to hold any meeting of more than ten people;
(b) for any person to make any statement or do any act which may interfere with the authority of the Native Commissioner, the chief or
headman;
(c) for anyone to organise or take part in a boycott of any meeting
caIIed by the Native Commissioner, chief or headman;
(d) for any African to refuse or neglect to obey" any lawful order issued
by the chief or headman to whose authority he is subject";
(e) for any African to treat "the chief or headman to whose authority
he is subject with disrespect, contempt or ridicule" or to neglect" to
show that respect."

As if the above provisions were not sufficiently totalitarian, the
framers of these and other similar edicts went on to provide that
any person suspected of committing any offence might be detained
indefinitely and was not entitled to consult with a legal adviser.
The authorities were not going to take chances with the Transkei.
They knew then as they know now that the struggle for liberation
in South Africa will come to fruition on the bread back of the
peasant movement. In this regard the Transkei could take the lead.
IT WAS IN THIS ATMOSPHERE that the Transkei Bantustan was imposed upon the nearly two million people resident in that cbncentration camp. At once the inherent contradictions in the situation
emerged. The officially recognised leaders of the people in the
Transkei are either policemen-chiefs, policemen-headmen or policemen-intellectuals who manned and operated the Bantu Authorities
system. Against the expressed wishes of the people they claimed to
represent, they accepted the self-rule fraud in the same way as
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Kaizer Matanzima
they had accepted similar dummy institutions before - the Bhunga
and then the Bantu Authorities system. In this way they ensured the
continued domination of the Transkei by the fascist Republic of
South Africa . On the other hand, the people themselves were determined more than ever before to throw off the chains and shackles
of domination . They demonstrated this in spite of the sword of
Damocles that hung over their heads menacingly.
Amongst the accomplices themselves a personality battle arose .
From the beginning it was as much a struggle for power as it was
a struggle for the tender kiss of the master's jackboot. There was
no question of political principle involved. For all accepted the
basic position of servitude. Matanzima put himself at the head of
one group of quislings while the other group preferred to collaborate
under the leadership of Victor Poto, one of the first of the Transkei Government stooges to accept and thus expose his people to
the ravages of the Rehabilitation Scheme and an ex-member together with Chief Albert Lutuli and Professor Z . K. Matthews of
the infamous Natives Representative Council. The chequered
history of both these collaborators was well known to the oppressed
people generally although Matanzima had earned for himself the
notoriety of being the most hated quisling in South Africa - the
Tshombe of that country. By all considerations, Poto had the best
chance in this disgraceful circus. With great expectation he looked

Dalindyebo
forward to the day when he would preside over the funeral rites of
the nation. His hopes were shattered.
The Nationalist wing of the Herrenvolk: made one mistake. They
did Poto an injustice by thinking he was in opposition to them and
they insisted on having their own offspring in the saddle - Kaizer
Matanzima. They created a massive machinery which they promptly
and vigorously set in motion to boost their quisling child. The
press, the radio and every organ of propaganda was pressed in
this campaign. The Native Commissioners and Hans Abraham,
Commissioner-General for the Xhosa-speaking group, one of the
three watch-dogs chosen by Verwoerd to keep watch over his
Bantustan Kingdom, were actively engaged in the task of ensuring
that Matanzima got to the top. To the last Verwoerd's and Vorster's
representatives were actively manoeuvring in favour of Kaizer
Matanzima.
This partiality on the part of their common father naturally
puzzled and angered Po to and his disciples. The South African
Liberals and members of the reactionary Progressive Party wasted
no time in exploiting the situation in the interests of Herrenvolkism
and capitalism. From now on the stage was set for the formation
of political parties in the Transkei on the pattern of existing Herrenvolk political parties in the country. Events were taking an interesting turn.
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Transkei
continued

had not been contemplated by the authors of the Bantustans. But their brain-child had
a will of its own. Thus two major parties were formed in the
Transkei. Since Matanzima supported and was supported by Verwoerd's Party, Poto would oppose both Matanzima and Verwoerd's
Party. Since the major opposition party in South Africa, the
United Party, had become indistinguishable from the Nationalist
Party, Poto would support the Liberals and the Progressive Party
who supported him in furtherance of their own political ends. Poto
called his party the Democratic Party of South Africa while the
tribal, parochial Matanzima called his the Transkei National Independence Party. Both these parties reflected the two wings of the
ruling-class - the Liberals and the Apartheidists. Thus did we
have the drama of politics played on the South African stage reenacted in miniature form .
The masses of the African people were not deceived. They insisted on their demand for one-man, one-vote participation in
the making of the laws of the country, their own country. This set
the pace for all concerned. The United Party proclaimed its alliance
with Verwoerd when its leader, De Villiers Graaff made his now
notorious "one man, one vote, over my dead body" speech. The
reply to this speech by Poto's Party 'showed how far this group had
been alienated. It came from Sabata Dalindyebo, Paramount Chief
of the Tembu, who condemned both Verwoerd's Party and the
United Party and rejected dummy political institutions. He said:
"One man, one vote makes the most appeal to me and to many
other Africans." He went on: "There is very little difference, if
any, between the policy of the party of which he (De Villiers
Graaff) is the leader and that of the Nationalists."
THE DEVELOPMENT OF POLITICAL PARTIES

I HAVE SAID THAT THE PEOPLE themselves were not taken in by
the Bantustan fraud. Where they were consulted they expressed
their rejection of this system in no uncertain terms. Both the rulers
and the collaborators knew this. The fraud, however, had to be
foisted upon the population and on the surface it seemed that the
mischief was working, that the people were being effectively involved in the operation of this machinery of their own enslavement.
One may well ask, therefore: How did this come about? This was
only possible because of the general atmosphere of terror that prevailed, not only in the Transkei but throughout the country. There
was the shock of the general state of emergency created by the
Sabotage Act ; there were the bannings, the house-arrests; the prosecutions, savage sentences and the hangings of freedom fighters;
there were the various techniques employed in order to bludgeon
everyone into conformity - threats, intimidation and outright persecution by Verwoerd's and Vorster's agents of terror, who were
let loose on the population to wreak vengeance upon the opponents
of the Verwoerdian regime with the full backing and protection of
the law of the land . In the Transkei itself there was in addition, the
Emergency Proclamation 400 of 1960 which placed that part of
South Africa under martial law. As a result of its application, hundreds were apprehended to languish and rot in the jails of the
Transkei as many are doing today.
•
[ To be continued

" B ehi11d the febrile boom town fever of dOWlllOWIl L agos alld P01·t
Hm'court ... stand th e brutal realities of up to 4S<7c of the labow' force
ulI employed in Lagos, Ibadan alld 01litsha. " ABOVE is the £10m. refinery
beill g built at P ort H arcourt . It will"etille som e of the oil from the N iger
delca. BELOW is the cwellly-five storey F edeml G overume1lC buildillg built
for prestige in th e F ederal capital, Lagos.
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Even for the most blindly hopeful the systematic destruction of
the chances of the United Progressive Grand Alliance (N.CN.C,
A.B., Northern opposition) by N.P.C and N.N.D.P. forces and
N.CN.C defectors (such as Finance Minister and Federal Leader
Festus Okotie-Eboh) finally smashed by the tactical monstrosity
of a voter boycott with no mass action plan to back it up and the
hopeless - if well intentioned - wavering of President Nnamdi
Azikiwe should have shattered the illusion of a purposeful, united,
democratic Nigeria.
TO REFLECTIVE AND CONCERNED NIGERIANS and to a number of
sympathetic foreign observers the symptoms of sickness have been
evident at least since 1959. 1962-5 is only a grim embodiment of
their worst fears. No reader of Henry Bretten's Power and Stability
in Nigeria or Nigerian Political Parties by Richard Sklar should
have been surprised by the events of the past three years, odd as
they may seem to devotees of Arnold Rivkin's curious projection
of pro-American foreign policy backward to "produce" a vision
of sound domestic economic policies and socio-political institutions.
Bitter disillusion, sullen discontent, and open contempt for the
socio-political system and its ruling elite are pervasive in all regions
and all groups though most sharply focused and expressed in cities
and larger towns, in the West and non-Hausa North, among school
leavers - unemployed - civil servants - intellectuals. A dialogue
from Wole Soyinka's biting political satire" Before the blackout "
illustrates both the attitude and the ruling group's response. Character 1 (clearly Western Premier Akintola): "But what more can
we do - dissolve the House?" Character 2 (equally clearly Western
Deputy Premier Fanyi-Kayode) : "No! keep the House - Dissolve the People!" The N.N.D.P. candidates" returned" to the
Federal House in the December "election" as a result of the
U.P.G.A. boycott received in many cases less than the number of
votes required to save their deposits had U .P .G.A. contested the
election: N.N.D.P. worries over how to win the overdue Western
Regional election are well grounded.

1964 PATRONISINGLY pictured in the British and
American Press as the "showcase cf Western Democracy" (and
model market-place for sellers and investors! ) in Africa, is a sick
country. Behind the febrile boom town fever of downtown Lagos
and Port Harcourt and the superficially satisfactory (but statistically shaky) figures of national product growth since 1958 stand the
brutal realities of up to 45 % of the labour force unemployed in
Lagos, Ibadan, and Onitsha . There is also the grim evidence of
immiserisation of urban workers presented before the 1964 Morgan
Commission on wages. Through the cracked facade of "multiparty democracy" (complete with over 80 Federal and 150
Regional Ministers) glares the fact of domination of the three ruling
parties (Northern People's Congress, National Congress of Nigerian
Citizens, Nigerian National Democratic Party) by a narrow political class characterised - with few exceptions - by self seeking,
corruption or near corruption, and lack of vision.
To the casual outside observer this radically altered picture may
have begun with the 1962 breaking of the Action Group which,
under Obafemi Awolowo and Anthony Enahoro, threatened the
political class monopoly of the frui ts of power or with the 1963
Census debacle when the N. P .C in effect declared that it will not
permit a count to show less than 50% of the population in the
North. (The facts were never really relevant to the power battle.
As the N .P .C's leader Alhaji Sir Ahmadu Bello, Nigeria's most
able and determined politician, put it in his autobiography there
would be a ma jority in Northern Nigeria so long as he lived.)
NIGERIA, UNTIL

DR . R. H . GRE EN now of the East African Institute for Social
R esearch , Makerere University College, Kampala, has visited
and travelled in N igeria on fo ur occasions during 1960-1965
while with Yale U niversity and University of Ghana Departments
of Economics.

NIGERIA' S NATIONAL DEVELOPMENT PLAN (if the semi-coordination
collation of four Regional Plans and a Federal Plan really can be
termed a Plan) is a symptom of the prevailing socio-political
malaise, a tool for its continued exploitation, and a cause of its
continuation. Once heralded as the first serious West African Plan,
Professor W olfgang Stolper's effort has not stood up so well to
closer and more thorough inspection in the context of Nigerian
poli tico-economic reality.
Professor Stolper heading a small group of largely expatriate
advisers created a tour de force of neo-Iaissez faire planning. The
Plan emphasises private enterprise in productive sectors with the
state role seen as providing infrastructure, certain large scale industries not likely to be tackled by private capital but creating a
climate favourable to other private investment, and the creation of
a pattern of incentives conducive to foreign and Nigerian business
expansion. Not only does the Plan reject income redistribution ,
unorthodox fiscal policy and, at least by implication, exchange control ; its whole thrust displays a strong belief in the inadequacy of
the state in general and the civil service in particular as agents of
development. In short, this is a plan constructed by an economist
deeply distrusting ov erall planning and deeply committed to a
limited state role.
In itself these characteristics are scarcely surprising and - in a
sense - appropriate . The Nigerian political class is also deeply
distrustful of planning, deeply committed to a relatively limited
state economic role, and basically interested in the promotion of
the private business interests they own or represent . In terms of
their socio-political aims the Stolper Plan is more suitable than
the overall development strategy of radical changes in the structure
of production, income distribution and trade backed by massive
state investment in production and pervasive controls envisaged,
for example, in the plans of Ghana, Tanzania, and the U.A.R.

to overall national economic development and increases in mass living standards (at best the
Plan would mean no real increase in consumption per capita for
perhaps 80% of the population if its strictures against price inHOWEVER, THIS LACK OF COMMITMENT
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creases were carried out) is part of a very definite commitment to
personal and group gain which has led to massive distortions and
shortfalls in plan execution. Professor Stolper - on the theoretically laudable ground of non-interference - actually avoided learning what revenue, recurrent expenditure and other short-term policies were intended for the Plan period. As a result Nigeria's
" Plan" is really a government investment programme, with vague
policy recommendations and private investment hopes loosely linked
to it. It is not a national development plan in the sense of providing
a relev ant set of economic means for progressing by stated actions
and policies toward quantitative additions to socio-political ends
within the Plan period. As a result, it is particularly susceptible
to ad hoc emendations and additions designed to serve (for that
matter often quite effectively serving) special interests but quickly
destroying what overall coherence and thrust the plan had .
At mid-Plan physical (discounting financial data for cost increases) fulfilment of the plan is barely 50 7(- . In the directly productive sector it is barely 30 o/c. Certain types of construction (involving lucrative contracts) and administrative expenditure (including government fiats and offices) are per contra going ahead fa ster
than called for in the Plan.
Five examples illustrate how irrelevant policy is even to the
extant Plan much less to any commitment to broadly based economic development, but how frighteningly relevant it is to other
ends. Nigeria's most able and outspokenly honest civil servant
Chief Simeon Adebo formerly headed the Western Regional Civil
Service, in 1961 probably the most competent in tropical Africa .
The Akintola administration - as part of a systematic shuffling
and intervening which has shattered the efficiency and morale of
the service, but also clipped the power of a potential ally of the
discontented Western populace - has seen that Chief Adebo now
represents Nigeria at the United Nations. He does this very well
but in a nation with desperate need for skilled, experienced,
honest administrators the misallocation involved is clear.
In the last few budgets import duties on all types of footwear and
on materials for leather and plastic - but not rubber and canvas footwear have gone up sharply. So have internal excise rates on
leather and plastic footwear. Federal Finance Minister OkotieEboh is financially interested in rubber and canvas shoe production.

The Ministry of Economic Development lacks a staff of first
rate economists . N igeria 's one experienced planner - author of
the Eastern Regional Plan which, alone of the five , is being seriously
attempted and is proving workable ~ Dr. Pi us Okigbo is posted to
Brussels as Ambassador to E.E.C.
On a second class laterite road outside Bida - a town of under
50,000 - was a short ferry crossing. Today a bridge costing over
£1 million spans the river and the road is to be tarred paralleling
the existing trunk road to Kano . The main bridge contractor was
Costain (West Africa ) Ltd . but in accord with Nigerian law Alhaji
Auda Bida was " joint contractor. " The N orthern Regional Finance
Minister is from Bida.
In 1961 the Eastern Nigerian Development Corporation made
a £1 million loan to a Lagos property corporation . Larger than
total 1954 Development Corporation (and predecessor) loans to all
Eastern Nigerian businesses, it was apparently financed by a special
credit from the Eastern Regional trea sury. The key figure in the
Lagos based firm and the E.N. D .C. Chairman who approved the
lo::m and secured the funds to make it are the same man.
crea te an illusion of easier and more
rapid future growth : oil and foreign finance. There is no doubt
that petroleum exports will bolster N igeria 's foreign earnings but
the real questions are how much will taxes , wages, and supplies
purchased from or paid to Nigerian s be and what will they be used
to accomplish? Certainly the Nigerian share of oil exports seems
unlikely in the forseeable future to cover even half of 1964's £ 65million-plus balance of payments gap . And unless public expenditure policies are radically revised even £ 20 million a year additional
revenue by 1970 will still mean a reduction in surplus over recurrent expenditure available for development.
The £65 million foreign deficit in 1964 can be contrasted with
January 1965 reserves of £70 million odd - down from £ 172.5
million in mid-1960 . Worse still, had Plan investment totals been
achieved the 1962-1964 deficit would have been about £100 million
greater. So far foreign aid has run less than one third and new
direct foreign investment (excluding reinvested earnings) little over
half the levels envisaged in the plan. While official aid may rise to
two-thirds for the entire period, private investors - including at
least one of the concerns with major present interests - have begun
to express grave concern over the social and political stresses so
glaringly spotlighted in the general strike and the election crisis.
An economy characterised by growing immiserisation of the poor
- as Dr. Okigbo has characterised it - is not one that arouses confidence in long-term investment prospects.
rTo be concluded •
TWO MIRAGES HAVE HELP ED
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PART ONE

When a man finds himself at the point of intersection of two opposing dialectical forces, what
is he to do? Can he really adjust himself to these
two forces without being destroyed dUI·ing the
clash of the opposing cun·ents? Or can he simply
jump on to the crest of one wave without running the risk of being swept away by the
stronger tide? To me, and I'm sw·e to most
young men of my generation in Africa, this
dilemma is no m ere academic abstmction, it is
real. And if in Divinity I've succeeded in showing how ,·eal this conflict can be in the soul of
the African youth of today, and how tragic can
be the exteriorisation of this intel·iorisation of
this illleTior conflict, an the African scene itself,
I shall have achieved my aim. 0 . B . E .
(Tom-tom beats a weird juju solo. This fades
away gradually - mpid knocking on door.)
DAVID: (Anxious) Fatherl Father! Are you in
your room?
CATECHIST: (In annoyance) What do you want,
David?
DAVID: To talk to you, Father.
CATECHIST: But I told you I'm not to be disturbed till I've got this gun ready.
DA VID: That's what I want to talk to you about,
Father. I've just come from down the village.
(Pause) Father! You must listen to me!
CATECHIST: (Reluctantly) All right.
SPOT: (Door opens)
CATECHIST: What is it? And make it snappy,
will you?
DA VID : You do sound snappy, all right 1
CATECHIST: I am in no laughing mood, David.
DA VID: Yes, I can see that. Surely, Father, you
don't really mean to go through with this, do
you?
CATECHIST : Lord have mercy on us 1 We are
not going through all that again!
DA VID: Do you expect me to stay here and let
you commit what is virtually suicide?
CATECHIST: My dear son, far greater men than
I have sacrificed their lives for far less noble
causes than this.
DAVID: But why does it have to be you, Father ?
CATECHIS T: Becau se I :lm the catechist in this
parish, that' s why . I am doing what God
requires of his humble servant. So help me
God!
DA VID : D oes God require you to fight a whole
village single-handed?
CATECHIST : He requires me to fight evil in all
its phases. The O zo-Ebunu secret society is
the worst terrorist organisation conceivable.
I will break them tonight or perish in the
attempt.
(The tom-tom begins thumping away once m ore)
DA VID : Can you hear that, Father? The tomtom says you are walking straight into the
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jaws of a c:..rocodile.
This time, the crocodile has bitten
off more than it can chew.
DA VID: That's what I'm afraid of, Father. These
people have always bitten off more than they
can chew. And then they chew it.
CATECHIST: How do you mean?
DA VID: You know what became of those who
have defied Divinity.
CATECHIST: Stop calling the juju "Divinity,"
will you? You talk as if you were one of
them. The juju is no more spirit than that
Aladdin lamp on the table.
DA VID: Father! Please lower your voice.
CATECHIST: I don't care who hears me. I've
said it before and I"ll say it again.
DAVID: Ten years ago, a man said just that.
Instead of disproving the divinity of the juju,
his body was found at the bottom of the ·
river.
CATECHIST: Murder! That's what it was. Coldblooded murder!
DA VID : Seven years ago, a woman member of
the society got drunk and said more than she
should. She disappeared and has remained
untraced till today.
CATECHIST: That is a good reason why this evil
society must disappear from the face of God's
earth.
DA VID: And don't forget. Only about a couple
of years ago, the juju was dancing at Olisa
Square when a man threw a spear at it. The
man went home to .find that very spear pierced
through the heart of his own daughter. And
round her heart - a black circle. The mark
of the Ozo-Ebunu Society.
CATECHIST: Another foul trick, I tell you!
DAVID: And what about the hired gunman who
shot at the juju from a tree top? The m an
dropped down dead with a bullet through his
own heart. And again, when they examined
his body - the black circle on the chest. Is
that not an indication that the juju might have
something of divine power after all?
CATECHIST : Shut up, David! I can't have my
own son ta lking like a non-catholic. Your
mother and I . . . m ay God rest her dear soul
. . . your mother and I brought you up in the
C hristian fa ith. And you were respon ding
beautifully, till two years ago when you went
into the university. And got yourself involved
with that . . what do you call it? . . the
African Cultural Society. All this business
about negritude! Tcha!
DAVID : Oh ... I give up. Why does all this have
to happen just when I 'm home on holidays.
CATE CHIS T : Sorry about that, son. (Firmly) But
what must be, must be.
DAVID : Even if it means your death?
CATECHIST : Nothing will happen to your father,
son. God is on our side. Remember what the
Lord said . With faith in Him, one can move
mountains.
DAVID : The Ozo-Ebunu society is not merely a
mountain, Father. It is virtually a sub-planet.
So they say, anyway.
CATECHIST : Is that the best encouragement you
can give to your own father at a moment of
crisis?
DAVID: I am sorry, Father. But I am worried

CATECHIST:

about you. You are the only one I have left.
(Pleading) Why don't you do as they ask?
CATECHIST: What? Give them a basket of kola
nuts and a goat? And apologise to them on
top of it all?
DAVID : Apology won't kill you, Father. Mter
all, humility is a Christian virtue.
CATECHIST: It is not as simple as that, David;
to give up now means that they are right and
I, all that I stand for, are wrong. No, David.
It is too late.
DA VID: Then let me do it for you. It is never
too late.
CATECHIST: I won't hear of it. Take back what
I've said? Over my dead body I
DAVID: That's what I'm afraid of, Father. It
might just happen over your dead body.
CATECHIST:
Let's consider this conversation
closed.
DA VID : As you wish, Father.
CATECHIST: And if anyone wants me, I've gone
to ring the angelus.
DAVID: And after that, your midday rosary, I
suppose.
CATECHIST: Of course.
(Door slams shut)
DAVID: Oh Gosh! When I was a child, I could
bet my last drop of blood there was no fool
like an old fool. But now that I know better,
I can bet my last blood corpuscle I was
damned right!
(Knock on the dom")
DAVID: Who is it?
(Door opens)
FATHER GALLIGAN: Hello, David.
DAVID: Father Galligan! This is a pleasant surprise. Won't you come in?
FATHER G.: Thank you, David. Nice to see you.
On holiday are you? Well, where is your
father, the good Thomas?
(Angelus bell rings)
DAVID: (chuckles) Well, I was just going to
answer you, but, the old man has his ways of
speaking fc r himself. He's ringing the angelus.
FATHER G. : (laughs) Yes, so I gather.
DA VID : If it is something urgent, I'll have to
go for him. I'm afraid he won't be back till
he's said his mid-day rosary.
FATHER G . : No, don't disturb him, David. But
it is something rather urgent, actually.
DA VID: Oh dear! Can I help?
FATHER G.: I don't know. I got a telegram this
morning. No signature. It says your father
is in grave trouble.
DA VID: I see. I'm glad someone cares.
FATHER G.: And when I was coming through
the village just now, I sensed something sinister in the air. Usually, I can hardly jostle
my way up here through the throngs of villagers, all greeting me. But today, everywhere
is deserted and quiet. Not so much as the
barking of a dog. It IS like driving through
a valley of fear.
DA VID: Valley of fear! The understatement of
the year, I assure you.
FATHER G.: Has your father anything to do with
it?
DA VID: Anything to do with it? Ha 1 He is the
cause of it.
FATHER G.: How?
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He has decided to wage war against the
Ozo-Ebunu society single-handed.
FATHER G.: Ozo-Ebunu. Let me see now. You
mean the. . . .
DAVID: Surely, Father Galligan, you've heard
about the juju circle?
FATHER G.: Only some vague Whisperings here
and there. And I know that the Archbishop's
penalty for any Christian who has anything
to do with this secret society is instant excommunication. That's about all I do know.
DAVID: I'm not surprised really. The juju is
seldom a subject of discussion.
FATHER G.: Tell me more about it.
DAVID : I don't know much about it myself,
really. Nobody knows exactly when or how
the secret society originated. The members
claim that the juju, which they call Divinity,
incidentally, h as always existed, and will always
exist. The minimum age for membership is
twenty for men and twenty-five for women.
They take an oath on admission and advocate
the immortality, the omnipotence, the omniscience ... in short, the divinity of the juju.
FATHER G. : What does the juju look like?
DA VID :
Indescribable, F ather Galligan. It
comes out only once a year, unless of course
an important member of the society dies. And
when it does appear, people come from all
parts to ste it, give their donations and ask
the Divinity's blessings. It is almost as tall
as a palm tree. You can hardly muster courage
to look at his face.
FATHER G. : Then, it is a masquerade of some
sort?
DAVID: Father Galligan, it is not safe for me
to answer that question. I'm sorry. But I can
say this. Purely from the artistic point of
view, it is a magnificent work of art, of raffia
embroidery. . . .
FATHER G. : Very fine, I'm sure. What exactly
does it do when it comes out?
DAVID: Oh ... dances, sways, sings, and the
henchmen chant in response. And as they
dance, no one, not even the eldest members,
are allowed to go within six yards of him. It
is very exciting, Father Galligan, always a
performance to rememb(!r.
FATHER G . : You seem to know a lot about it,
David?
DAVID: Oh, only as an aesthetic experience,
Father. I wrote a paper about it for our
African Cultural Society at the University.
I'm Vice-Chairman, you know.
FATHER G.: No, I didn't know. But how did
your fa ther get himself involved in this juju
business then?
DAVID: If the Archbishop had not declared this
the anti-superstition year, all this would not
have started.
FATHER G.: (Chuckles) So you're blaming it all
on His Grace!
DAVID : Well, it is true, Father Galligan. Since
the anti-superstition announcement, my father
has been all out against the juju. He has
attacked the Society three times from the pulpit. And three times they have warned him
through our family head to stop it. They sent
him what we call the admonition, kola nut.
And last Sunday, my father attacked the juju
again.
FATHER G.: And so?
DAVID : They have decided not to let him go
this time. They gave him five days to apologise to the juju through our family head. And,
to abate the Divinity's anger, he must donate
the juju a basket of kola nuts and a goat.
FATHER G.: And what is your father going to
to about it?
DAVID: He says he is neither apologising nor
giving them anything.
FATHER G.: SO what is the position now?
DAVID: The deadline is tonight at midnight. If
my father does not comply with their wishes
by then, the juju and the henchmen are coming
here in person to demand their due of him.
FATHER G.: And what if your father still refuses
to apologise?
DAVID: Please don't ask me, Father Galligan. I
hate to contemplate it.
FATHER G.: (Horrified) St. Patrickl That would
be murder.
DAVID:

My father has got his gun loaded. He
says he won't let them come as far as our
house. He is going to wait for them somewhere
down in the bush on the hill. He wants to
shoot the juju down. That way, he hopes to
explode the myth of the juju's divinity once
and for all.
FATHER G.: Good man!
DAVID : (Stunned) Good man! Surely, you are
not going to let him do anything so plainly
suicidal?
FATHER G.: How do you mean : suicidal?
DAVID : Haven't you heard of what became of
all those who attempted to destroy the juju
in the past? They ended up destroying themselves. The juju is still going strong today, is
it not?
FATHER G.:
(Impatiently) You surprise me,
David. I am disappointed that a U niversity
undergraduate of your intellectual calibre
should countenance such superstitious humbug. The juju is only a raffia m ask which,
according to your palm-tree description, must
be quite heavy and sweaty for the fellow who
puts it on.
DA VID: Supposing you are right, supposing it is
only a mask worn by a man, won 't it be sheer
cold-blooded m urder for m y father to shoot
that man tonight?
FATHER G.: But they are coming t o do just that
to your fa ther!
DAVID: Two wrongs don't make a right, Father
Galligan. Cert ainly not according to God's
teaching.
FATHER G.: If God himself struck down Saul to
m ake St. Paul out of him, how can He not
approve of your father striking down just one
heathen to make Christian s out of many?
DAVID: And if the heathen strikes him down
instead and makes "Judases" out of the
"Thomases" of the church today, what then?
FATHER G.: Then it will have been an enviable
failure after an attempt. Your father will have
accomplished a martyr's death worthy of a
catechist of G od. And this village which, up
till now, has had only the temerity to produce
a juju, will have had the opportunity to produce a saint. C an 't you see the propriety of
your father's decision?
DAVID: It is the sobriety that puzzles me, Father
Galligan.
FATHER G.: (Ch uckles) I should leave the rationalisation of sobriety to men of greater
(Kno ck on door)
DAVID: Come in.
(Door opens)
DANIEL: C
H esitatingly) Oh, am I interrupting
anything?
DAVID : (Exclaims) Hello Danny Boy. Step right
in.
DA VID:

(Door shuts)
Oh, Father Galligan, I should like you
to meet my cousin, Daniel. We are in the
university together.
DANIEL: Delighted to meet you, Father Galligan.
FATHER G.: Hello, Daniel. Enjoying your holidays?
DANIEL: Yes, thank you very much.
DAVID: What is the matter, Dan? You're looking
worried. Is anything wrong?
DANIEL: Yes, em, em,. well .. ..
FATHER G.: Well, David, I think I'd better go
and talk to your father in the church after
all. Who was it that said that, it is bad enough
to interrupt an old man's prayer, but it is
worse still to stop two young men discussing
their holiday exploits? You know, I've forgotten who said it.
DAVID: Don't fool us, Father Galligan. No one
did. (Laughs)
FATHER G.: Then I just did. (Laughs)
(Door shuts)
DAVID:
Cunning old Paddy. I like him.
(Chuckles)
DANIEL: Has he gone to make your father change
his mind?
DAVID: Why should he? He is on his side.
DANIEL: (W oTTied) But what about the danger?
Didn't he get the telegram?
DAVID: Yes, he got the tele ... Hey! How did
you know about the telegram?
DAVID:

I sent it. Well, don't look at me like
that ! Since it didn't look as though we could
dissuade your fa ther. I thought the only man
who could would be the priest.
DA VID : Well, h e has only come to reinforce my
father's determination. I'm afraid the game
is lost.
DANIEL : There is still one last hope though.
DAVID : What?
DAN IEL : We could confess, couldn't we?
DAVID : What? H ave you gone mad?
DANIEL : Confe5sion is the one sure thing that
cou ld disarm your fa ther now.
DA VID : Are you seriously suggesting that you
and I walk up to my father and just tell him
that we H e secret members of the Ozo-Ebunu
- the juju society ?
DANIE L : Why not?
DAVID : Have you considered the consequences?
DANIEL: Well, excommunication from the church
is not too h igh a price to pay for your father's
life, is it?
DA VID: Damn it all ! Who cares a ba nana about
excommunication ?
DANIEL : Then wh at responsibilities are you talking about?
DAVID: A t tne university, you fool. Have you
forgotten that I am the vice-chairman of the
African C ultural Society? And that you are
a member of the executive committee? Standing up at the meetings to shout about the
vindication of the African personality has no
meaning at all unless we are prepared to back
it up with action. This is our first real test
and you want u s to flinch .
DANIEL : But there is nothing wrong with tellini
your father. . . .
DA VID : How can we tell him that we are members of the society without letting out some
secrets of the society? It is a matter of priority, Dan. I don't know about you, but I
for one, urn not prepared to betray one of
the oldest institutions of Africa in order to
placate an old fool who happens to have a
mania for Roman Catholicism. I am not going
to sell the African personality which I am
sworn to uphold. I am not going to let down
our Cultural Society and thousands of students looking up to us.
DANIEL: I know we a re committed to negritude,
David, but there is a limit to it.
DAVID : Poppycock! This is our weakness. We
are the only people in the world who set a
limit to the expansion of their own indigenom
culture. Eventually, we'll be reduced to a state
of animality from which we can never rise
again. Mere cultural scavengers of the world.
DANIEL : But surely, David, w<! will be drifting
towards this very state of animality if we do
as you say. You are saying that your father's
life is expendable because African tradition
- even though it's a terrorist tradition - has
the priority.
DA VID: (A ngrily) Here we go again! Laying all
the emphasis on the terrorist aspect of it
alone. No one mentions the contribution the
Ozo-Ebunu society has m ade towards law and
order in this part of the world. The rules
binding its members. Rules against stealing,
adultery, murder. Rules to maintain social
order. No one seems to realise that juju
society is the oldest source of constitutional
law in the land.
DANIEL: But, David, aren't you overlooking the
most ruthless of these rules . .. as you call
them? The one which makes me tremble right
now?
DA VID: Which one?
DANIEL: The rule that when a person has got to
be done away with, his nearest relation in the
society is entrusted with the job Has it occurred to you, David, that whatever they decide
to do to your father tonight, it is you they
will charge to do it?
DAVID: (Thoughtfully) Hum!
DANIEL: If they ask you to kill your own father
tonight, to murder your own father in cold
blood, will you do it, David?
DAVID : (Pause of indecision) I don't know, Dan.
I don't know - yet! Just say a prayer for me
when the time for decision comes tonight, at
midnight. . . .
[To be concluded
•
DANIEL :
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RHODESIA'S
COLIN CLEAT

INTERESTS
THE RHODESIAN GOVERMENT'S THREAT of a unilateral declaration
of independence, and the British Government's counter-threat have
for well over a year now provided almost all the drama and the
suspense in Central Africa. With how deliberate an eye for effect
this drama has been contrived it is possibly too early to say - some
of the cruder parts like Mr. Evan Campbell's moving valedictions in
London may not come out of the prompt book - but certainly to
attract attention, to hold it by keeping the outcome in constant doubt
has been the general and controlled intention of the Rhodesian
government and it has been achieved now with the greatest success
for more than a year. The British Government has been drawn
into the play and made to say its lines, now blustering now wheedling, now proclaiming its intention to the world, now sending its
High Commissioner round to Mr. Smith's office ostantatiously unprovided with script or scrippage. The Rhodesian settlers have
applauded each new phase of the echo; the Africans themselves
have waited breathless, sure that one side or the other must soon
be provoked into actions which will break the situation open and
bring them to power wafted by the winds of change. The O.A.D.
consisting mainly of countries where dreams of this sort really came
true, is avoiding Pan-Africanist responsibilities by building its
Rhodesian policy around the threat of U.D.l. and retaliation to it
and so joining in the charade.
To take part in the U .D.l. game, either among the gentlemen or
among the players, means to help Mr. Smith to maintain the status
quo and his own position in Rhodesia. Simplifying - though not
so far as the U .D .l. game simplifies - we may distinguish three
main groups in Rhodesia: the white settlers; the Africans; and
what we may call the Interests. The white settlers are wage or
salary earners, farmers, shopkeepers. They have a common interest
in preventing African economic and social advancement as small
independent entrepreneurs or as white-collar employees and so
increasing competition either on the labour or the produce markets.
This would mean a drop in the absolute standards of white living
or, assuming an expanding economy (though the economy has not
been expanding since the late '50s) in the relative economic position
of whites. The Africans obviously have opposite interests - their
own economic advancement either as independent producers (in
agriculture) or as employees. The room for advancement as employees is large since at present the average wage of the Europeans
is more than ten times that of the Africans. Conflicts of interest
within the African group are bound to increase in future, especially
between the professional and salaried African middle class on the
one hand and the African peasant and worker on the other, but at
present these still seem to be unimportant.
THE INTERESTS, TO WHICH in the last count the British Government
is sensitive, can be identified with the Rhodesian Establishment, if
we remember that the Establishment in a colony is the local face
of fundamentally metropolitan interests. It is Big Business and
Finance, the top civil servants, the Churches, the main newspapers
(which are not Rhodesian owned) and the University. In the conflict

an observer of Rhodesian affairs, has worked
in Salisbury for several years.

COLIN CLEAT,

between settler and Mrican the Interests have pursued a policy not
so much of neutrality as of shifting opportunism, making of law and
order an end in itself. They do not compete with the Africans or
the settlers but they benefit from competition among them and
between them. Thus Big Business and finance clearly have an interest in African economic advancement, which would bring about
greater competition in the skilled labour market and possibly in
the produce markets as well. Controlled political advancement of
the African middle class would at the same time help to confirm the
status quo. On the other hand the Interests are bound to support
the Settlers against African claims for advance which seem to
threaten law and order or their own economic power within the
system or, indeed, the system itself. Big Business is not always so
preoccupied with law and order in colonial or ex-colonial territories
of the " enclave type " based on large plantations and mines - witness the Congo. But in Rhodesia capitalist interests are tied to local
production for local markets and therefore the unhampered flow
of labour and goods throughout the country and to and from neighbouring countries is essential to their functioning.
These Interests have shaped Rhodesia's political evolution since
the war. From the early '50s the unrest which has led to the African Nationalist movement, drawing strength from rural discontent
over pressure on the land and from the rapidly growing African
working class, became a threat to the existing economic order. The
Interests which at this time controlled the political as well as the
economic power in Rhodesia attempted a programme of reform,
first under the Todd and later under the Whitehead Governments.
These reforms which consisted essentially of measures to promote
competition between black and white failed because the settlers
could, within the existing legal and institutional framework, exert
pressure to block them. The failure in turn led the African Nationalists to reject the whole reformist approach to the Rhodesian
racial problem. The African middle class was too small and undeveloped to break away from the Nationalists and make an effective alliance with the Interests against the settlers.
With the slackening of economic expansion in the late 50s
and early '60s, such attempts at reforms threatened not only the
relative but also the absolute economic position of the white settlers
and they were abruptly brought to an end by the ousting of the
Whitehead Government in 1962. With the victory of the Rhodesian
Front at the polls, the Interests lost control of the political
machinery. Throughout the period of Field's premiership the settlers
remained somewhat astonished by this sudden achievement of political power. The African Nationalists still enjoyed a degree of freedom in organisation for Field pursued a policy markedly less repressive than that of the Whitehead Government and they were
able to exert some pressure for constitutional advancement upon
the U.K. Government. At the same time, the Interests fearing that
hardening white dominance might plunge the country into unrest
and civil warfare looked for some alternative to right wing settlers
rule. For a while they seem to have thought that in ZANU they
had found a form of nationalism controlled by middle class Africans with which an alliance could be formed.
They still took it for granted that in spite of a temporary resistance by the settlers, transition to African government was inevitable in a few years. This assumption underlies the attitude of
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the main Rhodesian newspapers and the action of the British
Government at this period. Uncertainty, economic stagnation, and
the resulting emigration of whites, all weakened the R.F. regime.
The necessity felt by the rank and file of the party to consolidate
their power against the possible alliance between a moderate and
" acceptable" section of the Mrican Nationalists and the Interests
found expression in the more militant government led by lan
Smith.

SMITH HAS IN FACT succeeded by means of a series of threats in
reversing the attitude of the Interests towards reforms and African
advancement in general. That is to say over the last eighteen
months both business and finance in Rhodesia and the British
Government have moved from the belief that economic and political stability in Rhodesia demands steady liberalisation towards
majority rule to a belief that it depends on finding a modus vivendi
with the Smith Government. This has come about partly because
Smith has been able to arrest and restrict Mr. Nkomo and the
Mrican Nationalist leadership (it was over this immediate issue
that he supplanted Field) without widespread disorders in the
country and partly because he has been able to issue and maintain
his own bluff of white settler violence - the threat of U.D.I. Thus
he has left the Nationalists with no alternative but violent resistance
and has brought the Interests over to his side by demonstrating that
he can maintain law and order. The hard core of Rhodesian industry is controlled directly or indirectly by British capital. The
threat of U.D.I. was and is a warning that no compromise between
the Interests and the Africans at the expense of the white settlers
is possible without endangering the economic position of the Interests themselves.
The results of the May election have brought the formal political
position into line with the consolidation achieved by Smith through
the support of the Interests which have now relinquished all desire

to secure reforms and are willing to support the status quo however
oppressive. So, instead of the compromise found elsewhere in
British Mrica between the Africans and the Interests at the expense
of the white settlers, for the time being in Rhodesia there is a compromise between the settlers and the Interests at the expense of the
Africans.
There can be little doubt however that the Africans realise that
they cannot now move out of their present situation by reopening
negotiations for an alliance with the Interests against the settlers.
Furthermore the Interests with the utter defeat and the disbanding
of the Rhodesian Party have no political wing at all inside Rhodesia.
And the British Government has made it clear to the Nationalists
through Mr. Bottomley that the only course they can adopt which
will satisfy Britain is to participate in the working of the present
constitution-that is, to add their support along with everyone else's
to the status quo. The Africans have also learned from observing
the events of the last year that the Interests are responsive to
threats of violence only if they can and will be carried out.
The violence present in the situation is already very great. No
one supposes the present regime rests on consent. Even the savage
legislation of the last seven years is insufficient to control the country
without states of emergency almost continuously in one area or
another. The political and economic situation condemns the majority
of Africans to hopeless poverty and many to death by starvation
or the diseases of malnutrition. Yet the only way of moving the
Interests and the British Government is by disrupting law and
order. The form which violence will take has been determined by
the banning of political parties, the arrest of leaders and by the
overwhelming military strength of whites. The kind of terrorism
which now seems inevitable will of course confirm to the settlers,
to the press controlled by the Interests and to many liberals the
essential savagery of the African. But as far as can be seen only if
terrorism drives the whites into such excesses in the attempt to
suppress it that the stability of the country is shaken will the
Interests withdraw their support from the regime.
•
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TIMOTHY HOLMES

Conquest
One throw breaking the evening air,
A broken scream, a silent fall,
A bounce from shrub to rock and bush,
Finished a generation, left clear
For newcomer with plough and gun
The dew-bejewelled country, rich
In soil, trees, birds, red meat,
Rivers, the bounty of a kingly sun.

Reaction to Conquest
Three blows from a steel axe
Broke through the heart
Of a rare, extinction-threatened tree
Which though standing yet
.
Browns to fall.
Such was the time of the year
That tight-skinned berries
Waiting to explode, dried too soon
And clatter-clattered
To the ground.
Around the root-tops, naked once,
Hungry grass has crept,
Now moss, bark-feeding insects,
Woodpeckers, fungus,
Dark leaf-mould.

Three days before, the last tired clan
Of a lost people, four generations,
Were hunted from their eyrie; grandfather
Of wife, ancestor of child - and ran
Up mountain slopes that quailed the kite,
Pursued by shouts and voices born
Six thousand miles away.
Shot after shot
Felled ancestor, father, uncle, husband. Fright
Sent mother-wife to scale the highest bluff.
There two final deaths gave the country over
To strangers.

The Lost People
Refuged in secret places far from concourses,
Hidden near living rock, home among windiness,
A long breath self-promised into the future,
Peril came to our valley, shining flat waters
With smoke, dust of ironstone, startling soft palates.

Goodbye
Comrades of old speak with muted tongues,
Whisper through ink,
Shuffle in the doorways of the mind,
Grow quieter, paler, sink.
What challenge then can everyman
Bound to time and space
Present this liquefaction of the brain?
Nothing . No heart-pounding race
Against the earth's rotation
Can be ever, ever won.

Viewing hard fastnesses, western protectors,
Seeing on bronzed hill-curves filtered sunlight,
Our evening blaze a comfort, air-sweetener,
With a rush of starlings night was present:
On those distant cliff tops, a line of fires lighted,
Their smoke, a burnt bitter, towards us blown.
From both sides advancing, signs of danger,
Choking encroachment, forewarnings confirmed,
Broad lanes to a future closed up with poisons.
Walls of our refuge drew us against them,
Pressed us right through them, hid us behind
Leaving small shadows of us and our chattels
Painted upon them. For others.
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Coloured
Son - 4

JOHAN

DE LANGE

In these autobiographical notes by the illegitimate son of a former South
African member of parliament are glimpses of that half-world inhabited by
light-skinned "coloured" people fathered by white men, often prominent
citizens. Three previous extracts dealt with the subject's chi·ldhood on a
Western Cape farm and his schooldays as a "coloured", leading to his
gradual, planned move over to the "white" world . The story's end is an
epitome of South Africa's race-sick condition, as was its heginning.

SINt:E MY WHITE FATHER had failed to reply to
my letter and the letter from the personnel
officer, I began to think earnestly of commencing proceedings on my own to get my white
identity card.
At the cnd of October 1962, there appeared
a long report in the newspapers on race classification. It stated clearly that there were now
a few changes in the race classification system. I
held my breath and started to read further.
Would the new rules be against or for me?
The then population Registrar, Mr. J. J. N.
Howard, issued copies of the new form used for
classification. He explained their use:
"I wish to point out that the change in the
system of lace classification was necessitated by
the judgment in the case J. J. Otto versus the
Race Classification Board in the Griqualand
West Local Division of the Supreme Court on
9th August, 1962."
In his judgment Mr. Justice de Vos Hugo
pointed out that any person claiming classification as a member of the white group on the
grounds that he is accepted as a white person,
must have severed his association with the
Coloured community and it must be evident that
he has, after a transitory period which must
have terminated, established himself in the
white group.
Under the previous system, the person applying for classification had to provide affidavits
from three people of high standing - such as
a police officer, minister of religion, member of
parliament, senator, or a member of the provincial council - and two from family friends willing to swear that he was accepted as a white
person.
This system was being criticised because it
was acutely embarrassing to approach friends
and officials for affidavits on one's colour.
Under the new law, or rather system, the
person has only to fill in a questionnaire in
which the names and addresses of three friends,
any acquaintances of high standing, and all employers for t.he past five years are given. Government officials themselves approach these people
and ask them to fill in strictly confidential forms,
stating whether they accepted him as a "white"
or "Coloured" person. The applicant is not
allowed to see this form.

The report held hopes for me. Without delay
I went to the Race Classification Board in Cape
Town.
There were quite a number of people waiting.
Later I found out that most of them came back
to be reclassified as white people.
The man behind the desk was himself as brown
as a berry and I could not help wondering how
he could ever have passed for White. If he were
to work outside he would almost become black!
He must have been glad of sheltered employment.
I stated my point. My mother was not white
and my father an unknown white man. I wanted
to be white.
The official was yery sympathetic.
" You did a very good thing not to have filled in
the ordinary identity card form. You could easily
have done so and I am sure you would have
been issued with a white card. But there might
have been repercussions. It is better that we fill
in all the required forms so that you will never
have any trouble again."
The dark man behind the desk looked me up
and down.
" I wouldn't have thought you were not white
so you will definitely get a white card. Especially since you came straight to the point. See
those people you have just passed in the waitingroom? They all had something to hide and did
not make a clean breast of it. It is for that
reason they all had to come back for reclassification."
I was questioned about the physical appearance of my brothers and sisters. Whether they
looked" white" or not. Was their hair long or
short? Do I intend seeing them again and so.
"All right, my boy, don't worry you will be
white soon. Fill in these forms and bring them
back to me. Have two photographs taken as
well." He slapped me rea~suringly on the back
and I left.
When outside I did not know whether I should
feel relieved or depressed. I had not expected the
interview to be so easy.
I went straight to my writer friend and asked
him to help me fill in the various forms . He
still believed that I would come back once I
had gone through our experiment, but to be
white and stay white was becoming an obsession

by me. After a few days I took the form s back.
Then the long wait started.
OUR FACTO RY BROKE UP in the middle of December for the Christmas and New Year holiday. I
visited m y parents at Elgin for a week, then
went to see m y writer friend.
He and I were coming from a vi sit to my
mother in his ca r early on New Year's Eve
when we gave a few Africans a lift. I got out
and opened the door for them. An elderly African could hardly believe himself and sa id:
"You must be a very good baas, because no
white man ever spoke to me so decently - me
a black kaffir."
.. Truly," said the African again, " I did not
know that a white man (;QuId be so friendly and
kind to black people. I am over fifty. 0 my
heart feels so glad to know that. Tonight, just
tonight, I am going to tell as many of my people
as I can about the baas with the good heart."
The African did not know, of course, that I
was a so-called .. Coloured." Out of common
human respect he also addressed the writer as
Master.
We were taking a short cut through a communal farm-road. Unfortunately, only a minute
or so before we would have dropped the Africans, my friend took a wrong turning. He was
only about ten yards off the track, near the
house of a white foreman, a real racialist if
ever there were one. He stopped us and wanted
to know what we were doing on his land. The
writer explained his minor mistake and apologised. The white bully, however, was not satisfied. In South Africa the majority of white
people do flOt like people who are not white to
possess fine cars.
"I gave some of your workmen a lift," my
friend said because the Africans had asked us
to drop them somewhere on the same farm and
we assumed that they were working there.
The white bully, dressed in shorts, looked into
the car and when he failed to recognise any of
the Africans he became like a mad man - a
real fanatic. His eyes shot fire as he shouted :
"Where are your passes? " The poor people
did not have their passes on them since they
had deposited them with their employer.
When the bully discovered that they could
not produce any pass, he told the writer to hang
on as he wanted to telephone the police to come
and arrest the black people, who are compelled
by cruel law to carry a pass wherever they go.
Fortunately I knew who the Africans worked
for because I saw them getting out of their employer's truck before we had picked them up . I
told the racialist so. Meanwhile the Africans
were begging for mercy.
"Please, my baas, my Great King, have
mercy upon us; it's New Year tomorrow," the
two Africans pleaded simultaneously. " The baas
can phone our baas."
"I am not your bloody King," the bully
said. His wife was on the step, watching. He
passed her on his way to the telephone, but
before he reached it in I.he passage, he turned
back.
"All right," he said, "you may go to your
.friends on this farm, but if there's any fighting
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Against Incomplete
Religion
Martin Jarrett-Kerr

tonight, you'll regret it. I will remember your
faces and names! "
We drove out into the road and the Africans
got off.
" How much they must hate the white people,"
the writer ~aid with a frown 0:1 his forehead as
the Buick ~p ed on. "Can you call them barbarians if they murder some white people when
they get a ch ance?"
Earlier that year enraged and fru strated Africans killed two white people at Paarl. There had
been other killings too.
Now I knew what the main cause was behind
these murders and riots. It was the slave system
of apartheid that gives every white man the
right to treat anyone who is not white with contempt and to subject him or her to humiliation.
"Do you still want to be white?" I asked
myself. I knew it meant joining the evil forces
at work in South Africa; doing the things that
are expected of white people here. But it was
too late now. I was already a victim of the
white man's bait, although I did not fully realise
it then. Once the drawbridge over the colour
barrier was pulled up there would be no return
for me to the sufferings I had seen and often
experienced.
1963,
when I arrived at my lodgings one evening to
find 11 bulky registered letter awaiting me. The
landlady had signed for it . I started to open it
nervously, not quite knowing what to expect.
Next moment I was looking at my photograph
- as a white South African citizen. Yes, it was
my identity card. The very second I saw my
picture as a white man, I stopped thinking of
people who are not white as my equal. I felt
like a being who has been projected from hell
into heaven - where I would be beyond the
sufferings et colour discrimination. I would
never come back, it flashed through my excited
mind, never in creation!
The first one I thought of was my white
father. Tomorrow I would first call in at the
factory and explain to the personnel manager
what had happened and 3sk him to give me the
day off to attend to my busmess.
I was lucky enough to find my father at his
office next day, for Parliament was not yet in
full session. I showed him the card. He congratulated me in a way I had never been congratulated before.
"Now you are a "eal white man. You must
always stand by us. Don't ever associate with
Coloureds, Indians and Africans . They are not
your equal now. Stop going to that woman in
Elgin. Very soon you will meet a white girl. You
are good looking. Avoid discussions about your
background. Tell anybody that your parents
met with an accident and that you would rather
not discuss the tragedy."
I agreed with my father. Now I did not hate
him any more. I did not regard what he had done
as wrong, in fact I did not give these things a
second thought.
I was white. There wa s no more any need for
me to hold my breath when I walked into a
place reserved for white people only. No more
mental agony about colour for me.
IT WAS ABOUT THE MIDDLE OF JANUARY

I was about to get up and leave when my
father spoke again.
"Wait a moment," he said and got up ... I
want to give you a present."
I was not expecting any money from him.
He had given me the legacy of a secure future,
his white heritage. I was glad that he was white.
Never mind the more than £60,000 he had got
some years ago when he sold the farm on which
I had been born. I was glad to be his illegitimate
son instead of the lawful son of my black foster
father.
We got into my father's smart car and drove
to a garage. ·He bought me a secondhand motorscooter on condition that the salesman would
teach me to drive that afternoon. He also gave
me a cheque for £100. I had never had so much
money in all my life.
"Bank at least the half of it," he advised.
"You can buy whatever you want with the rest."
Within two days I had a driver's licence.
That Saturday afternoon I went to my mother
in Elgin to say goodbye. I explained to the
family that I was now a "Boss." They accepted
the fact. My fosterfather, with his hat on one
knee, supported his chin with his right hand
while he stared at the floor. My mother was
pouring black coffee.
On my way back, late that afternoon, I
stopped the scooter on a hill. I got off and
looked back once more. The kopjes and valleys
never looked so green before, the sky never so
blue. Nestled somewhere in a valley far away,
where I could vaguely see miniature columns of
smoke spiralling into the quiet sky, was the
home of those who had raised me from babyhood to m anhood. They were once my parents
and now I am forbidden by apartheid to see
them any more.
The scooter-motor exploded into action and
I drove away forever from what was so dear,
but not profitable, to me, into the white man's
paradise.. . .
[When Dawid de Vries failed to turn up at
my flat, I conta cted him at his work. He was a
different man. When I spoke to him he addressed me as if I were dirt. He made it very clear
that he was now a white man and my superior.
Although he had previously begged me to write
his life story, he now refused to give me any
more details. There would be no return t o you
people, he told me.
Dawid de Vries was so carried away by his
white identity card that before he severed all
ties with his former friends, he first showed it
to as many of them as possible.
According to the existing law Dawid did not
really qualify for a white citizenship. He lived
a lie during his transitory period. Although he
lived with white people in a white area, he
n ever severed his association with the Coloured
community. Until the time he received his identity card, he actually only slept in a white area.
He associated with Coloureds during that time.
He went with them to cinemas; he spent practically every week-end in Elgin; he visited the
beaches with Coloureds. But he has found his
way into the white man's paradise where he will
stay until it is no more.)
•
[Concluded

Towards an Indigenous Church
Idowu (OUP Students' Library 5s.)

by

Bolaji

THE REV. PROF. BOLAJl IDOWU is professor of
Religious Studies at the University of Ibadan.
This little book is made up of three radio talks
he gave in Nigeria in 1961. They are an entirely
justified plea for a true indigenisation of the
Christian Church in Africa. He points out that
even apparently accurate translations of English
words (of prayers, hymns, ec.) into African
languages may remain wholly "foreign" and
even distorting through ignorance: e.g., most
Nigerian languages are tonal, so that a song is
made up of words and tune together; thus an
exact verbal translation into Yoruba of "miserable offender" will, if put to a certain European
tune, become "miserable one afflicted with
tuberculosis of the glands." But more still: the
spirit of Christianity must be able to express
itself through African modes of feeling, gesure,
life. The "separatist " church movements in
West Africa (and thi s is true throughout the
continent) have grown precisely because the
traditional Christian Churches seem cold, inexpressive, distant: they seem to provide "an
incomplete religion ... something which begins
and ends in Church buildings . ... It does not
seem to be something that is efficacious for them
in every moment and every area of their lives."
For, he reminds us, "to Nigerians nothing has
meaning apart from the sanction and blessing of
religion"; but precisely this universality of
meaning was found in the "sects," not the
"churches." Prof. Idowu's account of one or
two of these movements is most illuminating.
His book is valuable. It is perhaps a pity he did
not correct one error: it was true in 1961 that
the Roman Catholic church u sed exclusively
Latin in services; but this is changing - indeed
perhaps Prof. Idowu should make mention of
the second Vatican Council, for he will now
find many Roman Catholics on his side in these
matters. But I hope all Christian bodies will
listen to him .
•
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Africa and Marxism - No. 2 of a new series

Growth and the
good relationship
Kenya's white paper
on African Socialism

BELLE

HARRIS

WHAT IS African about " African Socialism"? The latest publication which uses this adjective in its title is the White Paper issued
by the Kenya Government, entitled " African Socialism and its
Application to Planning in Kenya." Its emphasis is perhaps different from the other writings; it is no academic exercise, but a
pragmatic statement giving long term guide-lines to the policies
which will be taken to deal with Kenya's outstanding economic
and political problems.
But, although it may possess less philosophical content it nevertheless enjoys a remarkable degree of unanimity with the official
statements made by other independent African countries, all of
whom say they wish to build the " new societies" on the basis of
the principles of African Socialism - thus making all but one of
the African political leaders declared socialists.
Independence threw into relief the age-old political question,
" What kind of society do we want to live in?" In almost all cases
(the possible exception being the Ivory Coast) the answer has been
the desire to build a society based upon Socialist principles, thereby, incorporating a tacit rejection of the capitalist values associated
with the former Colonial rulers and with the values present in the
economic relations existing in South Africa and the Portuguese
territories today.
The feeling has been that Capitalism is not the most appropriate
system to obtain economic progress in their countries, even though
it may well be the best system for raising the standard of living in
the shortest possible time.

the basic dilemma, one that is expressed in the
Kenya White Paper.
For African countries are now in the process of making a second
choice, that is they are now deciding the type of Socialism which
they wish to adopt. In its crudest form this choice is expressed in
terms of Left and Right, or between Communism and the mixed
economies of the social-democratic countries. In its more complex
form it means making a decision as to who should provide the
necessary capital: private and foreign investors or the people
through self-sacrifice and denial, the one system yielding a " mixed
economy" the other" state ownership of wealth."
The latest documents on African Socialism are, therefore, important. Although perhaps they do not contain the idealism of the
earlier statements, they do contain a statement of intention. In
Kenya's case the intention is to look to the Western form of Socialism, to achieve in the shortest possible time a rise in the standard
of living by means of combining both private and state enterprise.
This looking to the West should surprise no one who is familiar
with Kenyan politics.

be the world - visits to both sides of the Curtain, advice and
presents from Peking and America, dealing with the economic
realities of ruling a country which is more politically than economically independent. In his case he was obviously impressed by
the American way of life. Others have found favour elsewhere or
perhaps have chosen the best from all parts of the globe.
Thus, the ideas are at one and the same time international and
African; nationalistic and socialistic; non-aligned ; pragmatic and
doctrinaire!
The African character of Socialism derives from shared experiences and Nkrumah's consciencism. There are several distinctions which encourage a departure from the general theory. An
obvious example is that they have emerged from Colonialism with
economies vaguely labelled "under-developed" but which break
down to the reality of a low per-capita income, low expectation of
life, non-industrial economies. As a result the core of African
Socialism will be an overwhelming concern with the economic problems of building a modern economy rather than with the changing
of an existing industrial economy.
Also, Colonialism left behind another heritage. Political independence was gained at a time when a significant proportion of
wealth was (as it is now) owned by citizens of the former colonial
powers and by other non-Africans. The understandable reaction
has been to promote policies which will ensure that the " ownership
of the means of production" is in African hands. This factor has
been emphasised more than that wealth should be corporately rather
than individually owned.

AND HEREIN LIES

AFRICAN POLITICIANS HAVE been inBu~nced by a trinity of common
events. Tom Mboya the present Kenya Minister for Economic
Development, who is said to have been the architect of the White
Paper, is no exception. In childhood his tutors would have been
Western orientated, his apprenticeship would be the experience
arising from the struggle against foreign rule; his university would

BEL L E HA R RI S

es Salaam.

tutors in politics at Kivukoni College, Dar

took place against an external ruling class, so African countries have in the main reached
independence with a united people, a classless society. There is
certainly a lack of the group hostility that is so apparent in the
West. African Socialists see it as their task to maintain this attitude,
hence, there will be a desire to preserve those traditional relationships of hospitality; of non-acquisitiveness; of social responsibility;
rather than to revolutionise and hope for a completely changed
attitude with the growth of the new economic order. For they still
hope that the attitudes associated with capitalism - of "looking
after number one," of forgetting the have-nots, will not have a
chance to develop.
Other features of African Socialism are national and international
in character, making for a Ghanaian, Guinean, Senegalese, Tanzanian and Kenyan concept of Socialism.
We are aware that Nkrumah regards as fundamental the Soviet
and Chinese stress on industrialisation and State ownership. Senghor cannot conceive of a Socialist society which does not coincide
with a para-religious feeling of what is sometimes called the Negro
Spirit. Tanzanian Socialist society will be a society where there
exists an ideal relationship between men, a code of behaviour, an
" attitude" which will rule out exploitation, bribery and corruption. In Kenya Socialism will be a society which attempts to promote private enterprise which is not detrimental to the social good.
This is a difficult task and it is the purpose of its White Paper to
show how this will be accomplished.
The main features of Kenyan Socialism presented in the White
Paper include: (1) mutual social responsibility; (2) a range of
IN TURN, AS THE POLITICAL STRUGGLE
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controls to ensure that property is used in the mutual interests of
society and its members; (3) diffusion of ownership to avoid concentration of economic power; (4) progressive taxes to ensure an
equitable distribution of wealth and income.
Their aim is " to grow rapidly; to transform the economy from
a subsistence to a market economy, to develop . . . land and introduce modern agricultural methods ; to industrialise; to Africanise;
to provide more employment opportunities; to have universal pri~ary education ; to expand secondary school enrolments; to build
hospitals and health centres ; and to relieve the housing shortage."
The Paper goes on to point out that " to do all of these things
quickly and simultaneously would require many more resources
than the country possesses."
Therefore the White Paper is concerned with choices, with
priorities. The following paragraphs indicate the main policies to
be adopted .
1. ... development planning will ensure that the co-operative sectors
grow rapidly to embrace a large enough section of our economy to
establish a socialist basis for future development.
2. Nationalisation, since it does not always lead to additional resources
for the economy as a whole, will be used only ... when other means
of control are ineffective and financial resources permit.
3. A system of traders' licensing will be considered to restrict certain
types of trade and business to citizens with a deliberate bias, in the
case of new licences, in favour of African applicants.
4. Immediate step s will be taken t owards family planning education.
5. Lotteries and gambling pools will be nationalised or strictly controlled by the Government in order to ensure that gains from these
sources are invested in Kenya .
6. Businessmen in Kenya, many of whom are Asia n, who have sizeable

7.
8.
9.
10.
11.

amounts of liquid assets will be encouraged to invest their savings
either in their own enterprises or by making loans ....
The tax structure will be reconstructed progressively.
A working party will be established immediately to consider and
recommend on forms of land tenure throughout the country.
Priority will be given to producer co-operatives in making future
agricultural development loans.
Measures will be investigated for controlling moncpoly profits, discriminatory prices and unfair marketing practices.
Legislation for the control of rents and the prices of basic commodities will be introduced immediately.

Many will dismiss these policies as not being Socialist. It can be
argued that they would not be wholly unwelcome in some countries
which make no claim to being Socialist.
,
However, it is too soon to dismiss the White Paper as mere rhetoric, or as some have claimed as a means of putting the fears of
overseas investors at ease - although it will probably have this
effect. Judgement should take place later. The key as to how it
shall be judged is to be found in the section headed "Welfare
Services." What follows this heading are not details, but this statement "the bulk of Government development expenditure will be
channelled into directly productive activities in order to establish a
foundation for increased and extended welfare ser·vices in the
futu re." In other words it is recognised that Socialism, even the
Socialism of a Welfare State, will be a long time coming. It will
be the Kenyan young of today who will have to decide as adults
whether their parents have built a goo,d foundation for such a
society - one that includes the goals of socialism.
country possesses sufficient revenue
to provide these goals in the here and now . Brotherhood may exist
but not brotherhood within a modern economy.
Unfortunately, this presents a basic contradiction, for the ' very
drive for economic progress which is essential to the future existence of socialism causes, indirectly, tend encies which will be pulling
African countries in the opposite direction - away from both the
attitudes of traditional socialism and the necessary attitudes for the
future. The necessity of finding immediate, expedient, solutions to
pressing economic problems creates contradictions between theory
and practice.
For African countries wishing to adop t socialism face a cruel
dilemma. They need above all- capital. But where is it to come
from? The per capita income is low, the average throughout Africa
is less than £35 p.a. per head of population. To add to this only a
small percentage -less than 5% in Tanzania - are wage or salary
earners .
Governments must choose. They must decide to go directly to
the people and appeal to them to sacrifice part of their small earnings, to curb their desire for greater consumption, so that revenue
may be fort hcoming to invest in publicly owned projects. Or they
must find the capital from foreign governments and foreign companies -leaving the bulk of the nation's capital in private handsknowing full well that alien values may 'well be brought into the
country by the back door while loans and merchandise arrive
through the front.
Most African countries faced with this choice have decided that
since their people must put up a tremendous effort as it is even if
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KelJya

c4htinued

fQ1'eign capital is 'obtained, they caDilot be asked toCa«y.Pteaddi-'
clonal burden of self-denial.
' ..• . .
...Thus, as long as the opportunity occurs Ministers will ask for
and acc~pt foreign capital, which will have the tendency to produce
the " mixed economy" even though in the long run it will be difficult to abide by the Socialist principle of a "fair distribution of
the national wealth" if much of the wealth belongs to private companies.
The choice is not an easy one. his a choice between raising the
standard of living quickly and slowly tackling the question of
ownership and distribution. Or, choosing the priority of having the
1l10st rapid rate of development possible now.
Have Socialists the right . to criticise the Kenyan . Government
for making the second choice.?
that I think the White "Paper is open to
worcl of.catnionin .so far as it includes some statements which
~ ; t~Lbe .~s~d :~ri· " · ·
_i~~wnptions, F:or. exanipl~, it
. ~~tfult 1:lie"·~(S'~pt..
po liC2tf...equality~" ' he;-""Where ". ~ch
member of <society is equal in his political rights and that no individual or group will be permitted to exert undue. influence on the
policies of the State . .. rules out in principle the use of economic
IT IS ON OTHER GROUNDS

'frOWeras a political base."

.

But history teaches ' one otherwise. Wherever there is a prepon~
derance of wealth in private hands, where there are those who have
rnuch co-existing with those who have little, then political corr).lp.tion takes place, unless there/exists specific legislation to thwart' it;
such as Tanzania's intention in its new constitution to bar any

T his magazine
c()'{)ers Africa
in general
and South Africa
in particular

politician from using private wealth to inftuenee ·the electors.' .'rile
White Paper .rn~kesno mention of any such legislation and already
there ate sufficient indications to suggest that the political climate
in Kenya is amenable to corruption.
"
The Paper, furthermore, makes another curious statement, that
" individuals derive satisfaction not only from the goods they consuine but also from those they accumulate. If human dignity and
freedom are to be preserved, provision must be made for both.
activities. "
This is a statement that John Locke of the 17th century would
have been at home with - a statement that has always been open
to cynicism. As everyone is aware people do not gain pleasvre'
merely from accuinulating, from putting more and more moneyinto
a box under the: bed. It is the usage of the accumulated wealthth.~t
raises the important political question and it needs to be answere4.!
Should people be,allowed to accumulate if by sodoiQg theyictell~
anti-~lattitude~ or act a~ainstthe'!li'~
§, o~ .tlte· WK. · · · · ··. .

pa:~~rc£!i<jfing'~~:~~~;n:ci=~ofi' f~~Ji~:~~~~mt;~

honesty will certainly help to fulfil its indirect purpose whi€h ; ~.·
to .create. confi~tice -Jn the Kenyan econoiQ:y' and thereby encoti~#
a flow . of· invesqnentinto the ' coun,try.For by no stretch ot~;
. imagination can it ~ said that Ktmya is following the .comniunist
path of developmerit -'"'":' itS path is barelysoc.ialist. But if by fOl1o~
,ingthis path it tIoes encourageeconoink growth -~" :it ·is
enough. .Whether.it will, at the same time, encourage . the . growth
of a future socialist society, the growth of the good relatiOl)ship ;
between individuals, remains to be seen.
•
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