
94/ THE NEW AFRICAN / JUNE 1965

ON THE WHITE SOUTH AFRICAN STUDE T FRONT, 1965 will be
remembered, not only as a year of apathy towards radicalism but
also as a year of a decided aversion for matters political. There is,
especially among first-year students in the so-called "liberal."
universities, a strong feeling for" staying out of politics."

In many cases this apathy is mingled with an undercurrent of
antipathy - there is a resentment against those who are " political
people."

First-year students often arrive at the universities with a mis
taken impression of NUSAS, the National Union of South African
Students - a body that has been ceaselessly smeared by those at
the political helm in the country. However, even the more conser
vative students realise that NUSAS is not all that is ascribed to
it by those who fear its non-racial policy. They begin to realise the
value of its discount schemes, of its bursaries and other services.
But the average student at the English-speaking, White, " liberal"
university retains a certain prejudice against the body.

These universities may be called "White" although a small
number of African " Coloured" and Indian South African students
do attend. The number is rapidly diminishing under the impact of
Government policy and these students are now able to attend
courses only if these are not offered at an " ethnic" college (under
conditions described in The New African, March 1965: see" Down
at Bush ").

NUSAS itself has done all it can to dispel its political image.
Among its functions this year, at the University of Cape Town,
was a debate on the value of boxing as a sport and a programme
of cricket films. Besides these activities there have been meetings
of a political nature - and one of these was addressed by speakers
from the apartheid political parties. A film of the Civil Rights
March on Washington in 1963 was shown.

LEADING THE SMEAR CAMPAIGN on the campus - which is a far
milder campaign than the witchhunt conducted by the .leaders of
the Nationalist Party - is the Conservative Students Association.
This body circulated slyly constructed leaflets to show that NUSAS
was a body pledged to violence. The CSA recently attempted to
open a branch at the Afrikaans Stellenbosch University but was
slapped in the face by the Afrikaanse Studentbond - Afrikaaner
Nationalist counterpart to NUSAS. Since its rejection it has adop
ted a line more in keeping with the policies (if, indeed, there be
any) of the official Opposition, the United Party.

NUSAS was, earlier in the year, on the defensive. In April it
took the initiative and attacked the Afrikaanse Studentbond. This
attack - it was more of an expose - took the form of a NUSAS
statement revealing definite proof of correspondence between the
ASB and extreme right-wing bodies in Germany and the U.S.A.
In Germany the ASB contacted an extremist student organisation,
in the United States they wrote to a similar student movement
and to the Ku Klux Klan. Unfortunately for the ASB the corres
pondence reached the wrong hands. The full story was published in
the daily press but the ASB has kept a meek silence. NUSAS
wanted to know why a purely" cultural" body should make these
contacts.

The ASB controlled Pretoria University students held a march
in Pretoria earlier this year. It was ostensibly against the all-em
bracing enemy: Communism. Oddly, under these circumstances,
the students voiced their most vehement criticism against the
U.S.A. and Britain. They did not approve of the multi-racial
tea-parties given by the embassies of these countries.

The small and dedicated NUSAS groups in these universities
are not permitted to function freely but the racialist bodies are not
interfered with in the NUSAS-affiliated universities. The ne\\'
University of Port Elizabeth's Students' Representative Council
will not recognise NUSAS on that campus.

THERE ARE, ON THE "LIBERAL" CAMPUSES SOCIetieS dedicated to
a democratic South Africa. These cannot, in all honesty, be des
cribed as going through a period that will be remembered as being
"active." At the University of Cape Town the Radical Students'
Society functions - barely. A closely knit group of keen organisers
has found that the policy of universal adult suffrage, to which it
subscribes, is taboo with all but a few students. A breakthrough
to the new students is regarded as difficult. On the same campus
the Modern World Society also has a small group of dedicated
followers but a "lay" following, easily accumulated, say, three
years ago is not contemplated today.' The society concentrates on
the production of its Modern W orId 10urnal. This has usually
appeared at annual intervals. The 1963 edition was banned by the
Government. The journal has, in the past, featured details of tor
ture allegations and statements from the dock by political crimi
nals.

Whereas the Radical Students' Society and the Modem World
Society were, a few years ago, "Liberal" and "Congress" res
pectively, both organisations are now merely interested in express
ing a distaste for White (or, for that matter, Black) racialism. Both
societies reject the government's policies, the policies of the United
Party and those of the " qualified vote" Progressive - they recog
nise the value of the latter among the electorate, however.

There are on the various university bodies what some students
term "campus liberals." These individuals talk freedom, desegre
gation, pacifism, communism, socialism, liberalism or democratic:
capitalism and become pseudo-emotional about the rights of man.
After all, these attitudes were useful for obtaining election to stu
dent societies. It has not passed unnoticed that now that the pace
is hotter these people are fewer. There are still a fair number to
assist in painting a picture of nonracialism and staunch opposition
to official policies. Noises about academic freedom, laced with high
sounding principles, are one of the specialities of this group.

The picture on the South African campus is not a healthy one.
Institutions that were once proud of nonracialism and opposition
to totalitarian authority have now succumbed. Fiery snorts from the
apartheid dragon have frightened all but a very few students away
from democratic activities. There should be no cause for" staying
out of political activity, however, as this can be done within the
" traditional" framework. An "anti-communist" march on Pre
toria, for example. . . . _


