
are supposed to suggest a certain knowledge
ability. In fact they merely confirm our suspi
cion that this cataloguing is a strategy which is
meant to do the work of characterisation. To
fight ag;,inst apartheid or not to fight is the
only choice the characters are allowed to make
but since this choice is imposed from above
(they either have to fight and suffer persecution
or be passive and still suffer persecution) the
range of their choice is narrowed down to that
presented by a rigid apartheid regime. Predict-

ably it is Andrew Dreyer. as sensitive as hell,
who makes a nobler choice than the others.

IT IS INSTRUCTIVE TO TURN to Alex la Guma to
see how he copes with this problem of Iimted
choices imposed by an authoritarian society.
Though Threefold Cord is less successful than
La Guma's previous novel, it still offers certain
clues to his success. Within the limited choices
available to his characters what La Guma does
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suggest is the unlimited range in which they
can show their humanity. Most of La Guma's
characters have the weight and value of real
living people; they wage their fight for survival
against a brutal regime, and what is left after
they have spilled their blood is their undeniable
humanity. Where Rive's characters are unable
to make love convincingly simply because they
are cardboard boxes and not human beings, La
Guma's characters carry the very stench and
sweat of living people. •

Lessons of Disaster

SIR,-The editorial entitled "The Lessons of
Disaster" in your March issue seemed to me
designed to encourage the use of violence in
South Africa.

The moral you drew from the recent abor
tive attempts was not that sabotage was a wrong
tactic but that the wrong sabotage tactics were
used. And in case the point was missed you
added that these "sabotage tactics ... must be
changed for others"-violence, that is. directed
against persons rather than property.

Editorial speculation on probable future
developments is perfectly valid, but you should
be careful to distinguish between speculation
and advocacy.

You claim that "The idea that this is the end
of revolution should be reserved for the estab
lishment" with the implication that those not
for the revolution are in fact helping to "prop
up the establishment by their subservience"
and, again lest the point be missed, you spell
out your lessons for aspirant saboteurs.

The Liberal Party of South Africa, of which
I am a member, absolutely rejects the use of
violence and would deny that it is either a
practical solution to the problem or a way of
intrOducing the non-r<teial society we would
like to see.

As a regular contributor to your columns I
should like to disassociate myself from your
attitude towards what I regard as an un-

o mitigated disaster. JOHN CLARE
Whitley Bay, Northumberland

"Perhaps," we wrote, "the lesson in chief
that has been learned is that the sabotage
tactics that lost the battle that began with
the launching of Umkonto weSil,we in /96/
must be changed -tor others that will more
quickly bring about the end of terror, blood
shed and white baasskap in South Africa."

Surely 'perhaps' implies speculation and
'others' not only military but political tactics
as well. -mE EOITOIlS

Undoing

the damage

T. N. W. Bush

Fraser of Trinity and Achimota by W. E. F.
Ward (Ghana Universities Press)
Colabar by Donald M. McFarlan (Nelson)

IF TIlT' \NGlICAN CHURCH of the early 201h
century had kn('lwn the things "that belong to
its peace" it would have honoured and en
couraged Alek Fraser as one of its greatest
modern priest-missionaries. By doing so it
~'Hlld have gai.ned the trust and respect of
lOdependent Africa and ASia and wiped out the
damage done by centuries of association with
the forces of colonialist suppression and pater
nalism. But this was not to be. The facts
narratcd in this book tell the story of rejection
by Chu~ch and State of an exceptional prophet.
and their luke-warm co-operation with a pro
gressive educationist and ecumenisl who was at
least as far in advance of his times and con
temporaries as Colenso of Natal.

Sent to Coventry by ordinary white coll'ninl
isls for condemning British colour prejudicc
and for championing Indian nationalism. his
forthrightness made him an embarrassment and
a challenge to many of his superiors as well as
to his best friends and most loyal subordinates.
It was nol comfortable working with Frnser.
any more than it could have been to be a dis
ciple of Jesus.. But his greatness in his own
field secured him an assured place in the world
of education which nobody could take from
him.

This is a valuable contribution to the litera
ture of the Afro-Asian Freedom Struggle and
a scholarly biography of one of its most sincere
supporters. The story is told. with scientific
accuracy and ample documentation and illustra
tion. of the builder of something far greater, in
fact. than the colleges in Ghana and Ceylon to
which he gave new life and character. His was
the establ ishment of "education which must
draw out nationai feeling and be based on
national needs. an education which must cease

to serve colonialism". And behind the work
stood conviction which compelled him to attack
all forms of oppression. whether shown in the
Britist. massacre of Indians at Amritsar.
European responsibility for the slave-like
working conditions in Japanese industry, or the
cruel labour laws of British Kenya-to mention
only a few cases.

Alek Fraser deprecated but was not dis
couraged by the pettiness of his Church and its
preoccupation with minor issues and squabbles.
He won through in spite of this and established
the educational foundations upon which was
later built much of the human leadership of
free Africa and parts of Asia. His was the
educational revolution which made the political
revolution of Nkrumah and others possible and
inevitable. For those who wish to understand
the new Africa and Asia, this book is essential
reading.

"CALABAR" IS QUITE DIFFERENT in every way.
It might be called an old fashioned missionary
adventure story with all the thrills and excite
ments. But it is much more than this. It is a
useful prelude to the larger Fraser volume,
since. it paints a vivid and sometimes horrifying
picture of the tribal anarchy which was the
inevitable aftermath of the white slave trade in
West Africa. It tells of the efforts of early
missionaries to grapple with this massive
psychological and sociological situation which
was chnracteristic of most parts of Wesl Africa.
It explains in part the difficulties with which
Frascr had to contend. It does more than this
and admits the fact that missionary altruism
was in large part offset and cancelled in Africa
by the greed and cruelty of traders and ad
ministrators who followed them with gin, rum
and guns.

Whik paying tribute to the heroism and self
sacrifice of those who built churches. hospitals,
schools and the most famous leper colony in
A frica. it lays due blame at the door of
officially promoted imperialism for most of the
ills which confront newly-independent areas of
the continent. If Africa forgives the whitc man,
it will he thanks to characters described in
Cal.1bai' s-.,,,h as Waddell. Slessor and Cruick
shank. Ii Ih(' damage is finally undone, it will
b" dne ill Ill' small measure to the farsighted
ness and courage of pioneers such as Alek
Fru~~ •

To the Editors


