
Q. What in Rhodesia do you consider 
to be the fundamental grievances of. the 
African people? 
A. The grievances of the African people 
lie in the shortage of land; this is deliber
ate to make the Africans economically 
dependent on whites. This economic 
power is used by the whites to keep 
Africans off the voting rolls by manipulat
ing the education system so that education 
for whites is free and compulsory and that 
for Africans is usually inferior, expensive 
and scarce. As education standards for 
Africans determine whether or not they 
get on to the voters' rolls, the whites have 
used their control of the education system 
to keep down the number of Africans who 
vote. 

Q. If political control remained in the 
hands of the white minority but there 
were land redistribution and greatly im
proved social services, would . this satisfy 
for some time ahead the African people, 
most of whom are on the land? 
A. Such measures would help, but it 
would not take away the right of the 
African people to participate in the deci
sions of government and to satisfy their 
right to participate. 

Q. Political consciousness is clearly es
tablished in the towns. But is it possible 
to demonstrate that rural grievances have 
found a political expression? 
A. This may be difficult to demonstrate. 
But resistance to the Land Husbandry Act 
is, under Southern Rhodesian conditions, 
a political act. 

Q. The old African Congress, led by 
George Nyandoro, James Chikerema and 
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Joshua Nkomo received a great impetus 
by tapping rural discontent before being 
banned. How far did political organisa
tion in rural areas extend subsequently? 
A. Before subsequent parties were ban
ned. they had a large number of rural 
branches. It is hard to say how far this 
went in the remote rural areas, as the 
government barred political activity re
peatedly in these areas. 

Q. To come to the present situation
both ZAPU and ZANU want a constitutional 
conference. What are the things that 
continue to divide the two parties? 
A. I think the division is mainly on what 
is important. ZAPU is concerned with the 
question of leadership, which is not our 
problem. The liberation of our country 
is our problem. Who leads it is im
material. ZANU lays stress on the removal 
of Nkomo. 

Q. Yet both the leadership of ZANU and 
of ZAPU seem to have taken up a pretty 
unyielding position with regard to re
conciliation. Both sides are determined 
that their leadership should be the leader
ship. This split causes concern to well
wishers abroad of the African cause. Do 
you see a realistic basis for reconciliation? 
A. I don't think so. But we are not very 
worried about this split because it happens 
in all countries. But it has been demon
strated that the people have decided in 
favour of the leadership of ZAPU. 

Q. One of the things that strikes people 
outside Rhodesia is that Africans have 
spent a lot of energy fighting each other, 
!iometimes physically, instead of the 
minority government. Can this be 
prevented? 
A. Well, yes. But I'd not like to exag
gerate by saying that we have spent most 
of our energy by fighting each other. Our 
target in ZAPU has been the actual prob
lem of white minority rule but we are sure 
that if there were no ZANU all these fights 
would not occur. There cannot be two 
bulls in one kraal. 

Q. Could not a truce be called while the 
two groups continue to exist? 
A. There is no question of a truce be
cause people at home do not reckon that 
ZANU exists at all. 
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Q. Mr. ·Bottomley has made it clear that 
he will not call a constitutional conference 
unless Smith agrees to attend it, which 
Smith has made it clear that he will not 
do. What is your reaction to this? 
A. I think this is a victory for Smith. 
The British Government has agreed that 
Smith is stronger than itself, and we are 
terribly disappointed. To us it is a matter 
of what is just. So the British Govern
ment must call a conference if this is just. 

Q. Do you see any way in which a 
revised constitution could be introduced 
without the possibility of the use of 
British troops being faced? 
A. When both sides in RHodesia are 
uncompromising there is no alternative to 
imposing a new constitution by means of 
force, because Africans will resist any
thing that is not something nearer or like 
majority rule. 

Q. Would you be prepared to consider a 
short period of parity leading to majority 
rule provided that guarantees by Com
monwealth countries and Britain were 
given and there was supervision by the 
UN or tM Commonwealth? 
A. Parity assumes racial representation 
which we are not prepared to see. We 
don't want a constitution which en
trenches racial grouping or racial repre
sentation. We would rather have either 
an all-white. an all-black or a govern
ment elected on the principle of one man 
one vote. We rule out a period of transi
tion or parity. We are only interested in 
majority rule. 

Q. I think one must be prepared to face 
the fact that the British government is not 
prepared to suspend the constitution and 
send in troops unless possibly there was 
no stable government within the country. 
Do you think that economic pressures 
would eventually bring the white com
munity to the point where it will :lccept 
constitutional talks? 
A. No we do not have faith in economic 
sanctions. Whites in Rhodesia are today 
preparing means of overcoming them. 
South Africa, Portugal, Spain and Japan 
and buying a lot of Rhodesian sugar. 
There is nothing to prevent their piling 
up tobacco in South Africa to cushion the 
('ffects of economic pressures in Rhodesia. 
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Q. This was not the feeling of the 
Rhodesian Tobacco Association, most of 
whose members are supporters of the 
Smith government. They seemed to think 
they would be in a very bad position if 
economic sanctions were applied. 
A. They are just trying to appeal to the 
British government not to do it so as to 
increase their markets. We understand 
that South Africa is prepared to . help 
Rhodesia to the extent of £100,000,000 if 
there are sanctions. 

Q. What does it mean for the African 
movement if the British government will 
not impose a new constitution and econ
omic sanction did not work? 
A. It means that the British government 
is saying to the Afrjs,:an people: "You 
must resort to some other means. You 
have to find your own means of getting 
what you want." And this we are pre
pared to do if the British government is 
not prepared to solve its own mess. 

Q. This would be very difficult; the army 
and the police are very well organised, a 
great deal of money is spent on "security". 
Legally it is almost impossible for 
Africans to organise. Have the Africans 
the possibility of creating a state of chaos 
if they are forced into this? 
A. At the moment it is not really possible 
but I would not say that it is impossible. 
What is difficult is that we are not in a 
position to ask help militarily or any other 
wise from any other states. The British 
government will see to it that these people 
do not come to help us in Rhodesia. 

Q. How could the British government do 
this? 
A. The British government has the nght 
to defend Rhodesia against any aggres
sion. We would therefore prefer the 
Rhodesian government to carry on U ni
lateral Declaration of Independence (UDI) 
and take the British government away 
from the whole issue. Then if we cannot 
manage our own uprising we can ask for 
friends to help us. 

Q. Smith is probably aware of this. 
Smith has made it clear that in the event 
of a VOI Rhodesia will damage Zambia's 
economy. Do you tl'iink that Zambia's 
present dependence on the railroad and 

imI?orts of coal and goods from Rhodesia, 
whIch could also cut off electricity from 
Kariba, will prevent her from helping 
you? 
A. This is why we think Smith is not 
going to .stage a VOl. He is just bluffing. 
He knows that a VOI is a direct challenge 
to Zambia. Zambia will have to "0 to 
war with Rhodesia to protect its int~rests 
in Kariba and the railways, for Zambia's 
economy would be .in a worse position 
than Rhodesia's. 

Q. Supposing there is no VOI , Rhodesia 
is still in a position to put certain econ
omic pressures on Zambia. They might 
do this if they knew that Africans from 
your party were using Zambia as a base 
for physical action. ls· this seriously 
inhibiting the Zambian government in its 
support for the African cause in the 
South? 
A. Yes. The only way they can help 
the .nationalists is financially. And by 
puttmg pressure on the British govern
ment. Minority rule in Rhodesia creates 
uncertainty in Zambia. 

Q. It seems to be the hope of the British 
government that by keeping some sort of 
correspondence going between the 
Rhodesian government and itself that they 
can say to the Commonwealth Prime 
Ministe.rs' conference that they are doing 
somethmg. In what way can you enlist 
assistance from Commonwealth Prime 
Ministers? 
A. We would like them, especially the 
African members, . t9 demand an explana
lion from the British government as to 
why the constitutional conference was not 
held as was envisaged by the last Com
monwealth Prime Ministers' conference, 
and to get from the British government 
why it does not want to use force if 
Smith does not want this. And then we 
would ask them to examine their position 
within the Commonwealth because one of 
the members, Britain, is not prepared to 
implement majority rule in one of the 
territories. 
Q. If these pressures do not prove effec
tive within the Commonwealth what 
practical help do you feel the OAU can 
give you? 
A. W~ .expect OAV to give a real fright to 
the BntIsh government but if Britain will 
not act the OAV will have to do it. • 
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