
social conscience in the younger generation, to de-colonize and
Africanize all branches of study, to meet the technical and spiritual
demands of all-round development, and to unite the citizens and
hasten the movement towards the formation of one nation out of
so many tribes, sects and factions.

It is futile to talk about African Socialism if we do not have
Mrican Socialists. Socialism is not like a political party to which
one can belong just by casting a vote. To use the words of Dr.
Nyerere: "Socialism -like Democracy - is an attitude of mind.
In a socialist society it is the socialist attitude of mind, and not the
rigid adherence to a standard political pattern, which is needed to
ensure that the people care for each other's welfare." (Ujamaa.)
This" socialist attitude of mind" does not come spontaneously in
most people: it must be taught and learned. It must be given not
only to school children but also to teachers, legislators, judges and
lawyers, industrialists, and to the entire intellectual elite of the
country.

In general terms, African Socialism is the firm and deliberate
will, on the part of African nations which have effectively rid them
selves of all forms of colonial conditioning, to create a new society
of free but socially responsible citizens where traditional African
values of human solidarity, national unity, social equality and
economic democracy will be immortalized.
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In terms of economic org nization, African Socialism may be

defined as a radical form of economic democracy dedicated to
the elimination through legislation of the European system of
capitalistic profiteering, but not of private enterprise; and to the
revival, under modern conditions, of the traditional African socio
economic system in which literally every worker was also a pro
prietor, and ownership of productive property was not a monopoly
of the central political authority nor of a few individuals, but was
the pride of every citizen.

Expressed in psychological terms, African Socialism becomes a
socio-cultural philosophy, a civilization and way of life, based on
traditional African humanism and seeking to eliminate exploitation
and social stratification by providing every individual citizen with
equal and easy access to ownership, economic activity, cultural
enrichment and spiritual maturity within a framework of political
democracy.

In order to attain these lofty goals, African Socialism will utilize
the following instruments as of necessity: a single mass-party
system with a presidential form of democratic government; a
scientific system of 'dialogue' between the summit and the base
and all the different complementary parts of the society; a centri
fugal pattern of mixed economy; a reformed and democratic
system of company and labour-contract law; a system of national
share pool available to all; a system of education that is free,
African and socialist; and, to crown it all, a superstructure of
Pan-Africanism. e

Looking back
at UDI

ZIMBABWIAN

LOOKING BACK on the crisis events that fol
lowed each other so hectically from 25
October to U.D.I. on 11 November, we be
gin to wonder whether Messrs. Wilson and
Smith realise now how absurd their "solemn
treaty" and Royal Commission ideas were.
How could Africans have ever trusted a
treaty made by Smith when all African
nationalist leaders are in detention for at
least the next five years, when gaols are
overflowing with people who have been
charged under the Law and Order Main
tenance Act, when all African political
parties and activities are banned, when the
Land Apportionment Act, the cornerstone
of apartheid, is being applied eyer more
stiffly, when Africans are being evicted
from all " European land" and from offices
in the centres of towns, when the wage sys
tem continues to be based on skin colour,
when African educational facilities are being
cut, when technical education is being closed
to Africans, when the position of the chiefs
is being prostituted and when increasingly
the African is being forced into a harsher
bondage than ever before?

Though indeed some of Mr. Wilson's
efforts may look absurd now, there is no
doubt that he was himself deeply disap
pointed by the uncompromising attitude

of the banned Zimbabwe African National
Union leader, Rev. Ndabaningi Sithole, and
of Mr. Joshua Nkomo, leader of the
People's Caretaker Council (successor to
the Zimbabwe African People's Union). As
unhelpful as their demand for majority rule
now, he found that they seemed to hate the
idea of unity among htemselves more than
they apparently disliked white domination.

Mr. Wilson came here without a friend
in Rhodesia. He had hoped to get the con
currence of the Nationalist leaders in his
battle against Mr. Smith. Instead he found
that the nationalists expected Britain to use
force against her kith and kin for the cause
of alien Africans who were themselves even
failing to present a united front in opposi
tion to white domination. Our leaders have
shown themselves to be toothless lions. They
are an embarrassment to everyone whose
condition for assisting them is that they
accept a common front against the white
regime. Even the O.A.U. has failed to ob
tain this unity.

The main stumbling block has been the
demand of the P.C.C. that ZANU should
disband and join them and that the ZANU
leaders should become ordinary members of
their party. Few people can accept being
slighted.

The truth here is that we have up to now
failed to put our country before party dif
ferences. We bear a large share in the
blame for the chaos in our country and
among our own ranks. If we cannot stop
our bickering then domination under
Smith should be here for a long time to
come.

ONE CAN UNDERSTAND the refusal of the
nationalist leaders to compromise on major
ity rule now. While the leaders languish in
restriction, it is inhuman to expect them to

compromise with their tormentors. Yet
Britain's suggestions about promoting Afri
can education might have offered a way
round U.D.I. and on to majority rule, had
accepting such offers not carried with them
the risk of our selling our country by allow
ing Rhodesia a legal minority independ
ence.

We are actively interested in finding
wider avenues of education for our people.
In so far as the white settlers argue that we
cannot run Rhodesia properly, and in so
far as they hold the reins of education, this
argument can never cease because we know
that the Europeans will limit our education
and expand the security forces to maintain
Smith's police-dog state.

We have a vested interest in governing
our country to all our people's satisfaction.
We might have accepted a time period
within which mass education at technical,
secondary, and primary levels could be
vastly increased. A period of three to five
years would not have been too long, pro
vided that we could have been certain that
after that period majority rule would be
assured. We utterly reject any suggestion
that we should accept promises of better
things after the advent of a minority rule
that might be permanent.

Condoning the refusal to co-operate is
the argument that U.D.I. would be advan
tageous to us. This gamble will only pay
off if Smith's regime collapses after only a
shon while. Our freedom is not "round
the corner". Our country is too rich and
beautiful for the Katanga Lobby interna
tional capitalists in London and elsewhere
to leave us in peace. Had we a humid cli
mate, were our lands desert, we should now
be free. We shall, of course, be free. Any
day may be Zimbabwe Day: let it come
during Mr. Smith's term of office. e


