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is hailing the end of revolution in South
Africa. With Rivonia, the A.R.M. trials, "little Rivon:a" and the
trial of Braam Fischer and his fellow-accused behind them, those
who saw in the two Sabotage Acts the end of organised oppos;tion
to white supremacy believe themselves proved right by the apparent
complete
success of the Security Police mopping .. up operation.
Africa, U.N. & Congo
Certainly the top layer of the South Africa - based underground has
-an Interview
been all but wiped out. The morale of their followers has suffered
both by the loss of their leaders and by the circumstances of their>
trials-informers, traitors, confessions, the self-abasement of some,
pleas in mitigation. Perhaps the biggest setback to morale is in the
apparent smallness of the achievement for which they have paid so.
high a price.
The loss has been heavy, far heavier even than the loss of the
R. KUNENE, M. NKOANA
headline-catching personalities and groups mentioned accounts for.
Characteristically the white establishment seems hardly aware of
the other great Security Police triumph- the presence of over 1,000
political prisoners on Robben Island-or Makana's Island, as its
Cultural Tensions of
new black inhabitants are beginning to call it, and of unknown
numbers elsewhere. The hanging of over forty men under the Sabotage
Non racialism
Acts is scarcely taken into account either, nor is the impotence of bo:h
the hundreds of political exiles and the hundreds of banned, houseIn this Issue :
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The very weapons they chose will be called into question, and the
stage of "violence" to property", which has followed naturally from
"non-violent action", itself the successor to constitutional pressures,
perhaps brought to an end. The new phase will perhaps follow the
violent pattern already set by the PAC at ?aarl, Queenstown, Bashee
Bridge. Or this will be mixed with pol~tical strategies within the
apartheid framework that the crushing of organised opposition outside
it makes permissible. Perhaps the lesson in chief that has been
learned is that the sabotage tactics that lost the battle that be~an
with the launching of Umkonto weSizwe in 1961 must be changed
for others that will more quickly bring about the end of terror,
bloodshed and white baasskap in South Africa.

who blushed and
said "That -is a leading question" when asked in court if he had
ever inadvertently used the word "damn" as an expletive, was
the key State witness in a case -that ended in a director of The
New African being fined last November for publishing an
obscene article.
The title of the "obscene article" was given on the charge
sheet as "The Fugitives Can Themba". In fact, it is a short
story by Can Themba, set in a Johannesburg shebeen.. According to the evidence of Detective-Constable T. Zandberg,. of the
Security Police, some of the words used in the dialogue are
blasphemous and/or obscene.
(Some of us who attended the proceedings were relieved to
hear that Const. Zandberg himself never uses these words,
although to his regret he has heard them on the lips of others.)
The South African Government has various ways of suppressing written matter that it considers undesirable for any reason.
It can forbid the publication- of the words of certain people, or
of political journals, under the Suppression of Communism Act.
It can prevent the sale, distribution or display of matter published overseas, or their import into the country, under the
Customs and Immigration Act. It can cause the banning of
publications through the agency of the censorship board set up
two years ago. Or it can bring a charge against writers or
publishers in the courts.
A LEADER OF THE .CAPE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

THE SECuRITY POLICE HAD BEEN LOOKING

for a chance to get at

The New African ever since it first came out. They had raided

its offices at the end of 1963, removing the entire contents.
Four months later the last file was reluctantly returned. Another
raid followed almost immediately~ and this time the police also
visited the home Of Mrs. J. N. Block, a director of Insight
Publications (which published The New African) and took 700

The Editors' apologies are extended to subscribers who
have received no issues of The New African since July,
1964. Renewals will not be invoiced until subscribers
ha"ve had the number of issues owing to theln. Please
send changes of address or new subscriptions to The
New African, 12a Goodwins Court, off St Martins
Lane, London WC2. Constant South African Security
Police harassment, and intimidation of successive
printers of The New African in Cape Town have
made it .necessary for the magazine to be printed and
published in London.

copies of the March issue, just printed. The remaining copies
they got from the office and the post office. already addressed
and stamped.
Then nothing was heard for seven months.
In October they acted. They called for Mrs. Block at her
home and drove her to their headquarters to take fingerprints.
She was told when to appear in court, and that she would be
charged with publishing an obscene article.
This is only the second time a publication has been charged
under the Publications and Entertainments Act of 1963. The
first was the University of Cape Town student newspaper,

Lawyers' fees and fines in this case have come to RI,OOO
The appeal will cost at least another R500 (£250).'
The principles involved and the possibility that a
dangerous precedent may be set, mean that the appeal
must be fought with every weapon we have.
It will be expensive, but we hope readers, understanding
the need, will help us with donations.
We cannot engage counsel until we have the money.
And R300 of the fine has still to be paid.
Please send a donation to The New African Fund, 12a
Goodwins Court, off St. Martins Lane, London, WC2.

(£500).
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Varsity. which published a light-hearted article called ·'How to
Seduce a· Freshette". The university, and particularly its
Students~ Representative Council (whose official organ Varsity
is) is not a supporter of Government policy. The S.R.C. and
the editor of Vars;ty were both acquitted in the·· courts.
The New African was not so lucky.
.
The· State's case rested largely on the evidence ·of Comdt.
C. S. Scott Shaw, Moderator of the Cape Presbytery of the
Presbyterian Church. He is also Army Chaplain for his Church.
He said in evidence that 14 churches and some preaching
stations fell under his presbytery. He believed that the language
used in the short story was offensive and would have a lowering
effect on those who read it. The words objected to were of the
kind used by "certain low types". He hoped the soldiers under
·his spiritual guidance did not use many of them. They· were
not low types.
THE COMMANDANT'S EVIDENCE WAS ALL the prosecution needed.
The Act. as the Public Prosecutor pointed out. was not con·
c~med with the literary merit or integrity· of the article or its
writer, or with the general tone of the publication or th~ quality
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of its readership. If any part of any publication was offensive
to any section of the community, then it was objetctionable by
definition. This was offensive to the Cape Presbyterian Church.
The defence called Uys Krige, prominent Afrikaans writer
and literary critic. Mr. Krige pointed out that other publications, in English and Afrikaans, published overseas and· in
South Africa, used similar words.
He did not find any of the language offensive. It was used
in the dialogue to give immediacy to the situation and to reflect
the personalities and emotions of the characters.
The Magistrate, Mr. W. F. van der Merwe, found Mrs.. Block
guilty in her capacity as director and as a servant of the company. He said the article was undesirable within the meaning
of the Act. An article was undesirable if it proved to be
blasphemous or offensive to the feelings of any section of the
population. South Africa was a religious country. and subservience to the Almighty was the corner-stone of the constitution.
He sentenced Mrs. Block to a fine of R300 (£150), or three
months' imprisonment, in her capacity as director. He fined
the company R300.
An appeal has been lodged.

in various world circles as to how South
Africa can or should be liberated. Summing up its theme was
a question posed recently by a journal of international affairs.
which asked: "Can Southern Africa be liberated without a
violent struggle?"
In Africa, however. the most urgent question is not whether
or not there should be a violent struggle in Southern Africa. but
rather how such a struggle can be waged effectively for the
quickest results with the least possible loss of life.
After an exhaustive analysis of the objective conditions which
have prevailed in our country for more than three centuries, we
of the Pan-African Congress (outlawed in South Africa) decided
as early as 1958 that the South African question cannot be
resolved other than by force. Having come to that conclusion,
we set about the task of mounting sufficient force to liberate
ourselves.
The world debate concerns not only the ethical or moral basis
of force as a solution to the South African question, but also
the wisdom Q.f embarking on a course whose end results some
believe would defeat the very ideals which inspired it.
Deep-seated in Western philosophy is the proposition that
the end does not justify the means, or that the means can defeat
the end. Thus while apartheid is roundly condemned in the
words of a British representative at the United Nations as
"morally abominable, intellectually grotesque and spiritually
indefensible:\ coercion for its abandonment is equally strongly
rejected in an incredible ambivalence.
A DEBATE IS GOING ON

MATTHEW NKOANA is the representative in Europe of the
Pa" Africanist Congress of South Africa.
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A LIITLE CORRECT READING of contemporary South African
The twin Bills. known as the 1936: Hertzog Bills. were rehistory should disabuse anyone of any illusions that the Euro- garded as inseparable. by General J. B. M. Hertzog, the then
pean settlers there can ever be persuaded to negotiate a just Prime Minister. In other words, Hertzog was not prepared to
settlement of our problems.
legislate for more land for Africans unless he could at the .same
According to 'figures released by the Bureau of Statistics, in time deprive them of the.jr political rights. He needed a .two1.961 Africans in .South Africa numbered 10,807,000 out of a thirds Parliamentary majority to interfere with the entrenched
total population of 15,841,000, of whom about three and a half franchise rights. 'under the 'South African Constitution. He had
were Europeans. The rest were Coloureds (so-called because sought such a majority in vain for more than 10 years, and was
they are of mixed blood) and Indians. The Africans occupy an now ready to trade a little land for it. The European opposition
area of 17,500,000 morgen, which is about 12·9 per cent. of the in Parliament needed bllt little persuasion to give him that
total land surface. The remaining 87·1 per. cent. is for Euro- majority. so long as they could find. some moral pretension.
.
pean occupation only. The rest of the population have no .however thin. for doing so.
Hertzog was. given the neces~ary majority and did get th~
special areas reserved for them.
This situation was created as a result of large-scale usurpation AJrican$ off the ~ommon voters' roll all right. But what of
of African land during the 19th century and after, and follows more land for them? . His so-called Native Trust and Land Act
a series of frontier wars which rocked the country. From the of 1936, the other twin bill, provided- for the purchase of" a beginning, the European colonists set about acquiring land in maximum o.f 7,250,000 morgen which, if all of it were bought.
total disregard of the inte~ests of the original inhabitants, and would have increased the land. occupied by the Africans to a
meagre 13·7 per cent. of the total area of South Africa. How'often through sheer cunning, trickery or downright robbery.
In some instances they contrived the signing of "treaties" with ever. of this proposed additional land. only 4,250,000 morgen
tribal chiefs who, being illiterate, understood nothing of the was actually purchased in the nex~ 25 years, i.e. between 1936
treaty terms or the European concept of land ownership, as and 1961. Such is the stubborn opposition by the European'
opposed to the African tradition of communal ownership and settlers to the question of more land ~or the African inhabitants.
Thus reduced to a minute fraction of the land and subject to
free use of land by individuals at the pleasure of the tribe, for
the acutest conditions of overcrowding and soil erosion, the
whom the chief held the land in trust.
Having been overcome by. superior military might, the Africans are being shunted back a~d forth between the towns
scantily-armed inhabitants turned to a political battle in defence and the reserves, with the latter areas fulfilling the primary
of what .land they still had early in the present century. The function for which they were conceived as reservoirs of cheap
settlers, on their side, set about consolidating their gains, chief labour. In the meantime the European minority, enjoying a
among the means they employed being the Land Act of 1913. standard of living that is among the highest in· the world~ hold
This law regularised racial segregation and confined -the Africans
to' sO'-called reserves which constituted about·)) per cent. of the
land surface.
.
That law .also included a provision for the purchase from
Europeans by government of more land for the Africans. But
such was the opposition of Europeans against this that for the
next 23 years not a, single. piece of land was added to the African
areas, in spite of various attempts by successive commissions to
obtain land for this purpose.
It took another law to .be passed by the settler Parliament in
1936 for some kind of progress to be made in this direction,
.even then only as a salve for what was left of the European
conscience over an accompanying law which whittled down the
last vestiges of African political rights by depriving them of the
franchise in the Cape. The Africans in the Cape, but not those
in the other three provinces of South Africa, had been on a
common electoral roll together with Europeans since 1853.
. . For the exercise of these voting rights, both Europeans and
.Africans had to possess certain income and property qualifica- A tactic not a doctrine
tions. These qualifications had been manipulated from time to
time in order to che~kmate African voting strength by keeping
down their qualifying numbers. But that m~nipulation was RAYMOND KUNENE
now, in the 1930's, proving satisfactory no longer. So the
Europeans, bent on doing away altogether with the political
rights of the Cape Africans, decided to legislate for the purchase
of a little more land for the Africans.
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on tenaciously to their ill-gotten position of privilege. To
maintain that position and ensure a continuous flow of cheap
labour, it has been necessary to pass respressive laws which
have grown into a monumental build-up of the most inhuman
machinery of exploitation of man by man.
HAVING BEEN BEATEN INTO SUBMISSION through military superiority, and held down by sheer force, the Africans have for
decades cringed and smirked before their White masters. Cap
in hand, we have pleaded for minimal social justice. But the
door is continually being slammed in our faces. Not even now,
when the country's economy is at its bouncing best, is there any
hope for the Africans. The country's growing prosperity is
widely publicised abroad to encourage and bring in a rapidly
growing number of European immigrants to take up jobs that
remain out of reach for the Africans. No opportunities exist for
us to acquire skills in industry or commerce. "There is no place
for the Bantu in the White society above certain forms of
manual labour," Dr. Verwoerd has said.
We have conducted peaceful non-violent resistance, but the
result has been th~ narrowing of the area of liberty and the
extension of modern tyranny. In the past four years theVerwoerd Government has conducted a massive campaign of everincreasing terror to beat us ever more into submission. The
most ruthless methods have been employed in the suppression
of opposition to the tyrannical regime. What is the P.A.C.
doing about this untenable situation'! Here 11>want to touch on
the most misunderstood-and yet the most important-aspect
of the struggle in South Africa as conducted by the P·.A.C.•

THE ELEMENT OF VIOLENCE is inherent in any system which
promotes th.e interest of the minority at the expense of the
majority of the population. In political parlance this is known
as exploitation. Since the formation of the Union in 1910 the
white minority has, through its military power, maintained a
position in which the rest of the African, Indian and Coloured
population minister to the needs of the white rulers.
The extent of that exploitation can be seen in the stratification
of South African society that has produced a mass of impoverished Africans, Indians and Coloureds on one hand, and
the rich white minority on the other. The economic structure
-be it in the allocation of land, or distribution of the country's
wealth-is so designed as to make the rest of the population
just able to manage to survive.
The story does not end there. Since the division in the
economic sphere is based on race, it follows that this phenomenon guides in every field 'the designers of laws and the
distributors of privilege. Race theories are articulated in
philosophies claiming to be "interpretations" of divine order.
As such then, for those who believe in them, the structure is
absolute and cannot be. modified or changed. without revolution.

PAGE 5

namely our emphasis on an African approach to the struggle
which has been paraded as racialism in reverse by the enemies
of the P.A.C.
Until about the time of the Sharpeville and Langa massacres,
the rest of the world had almost written off South Africa as a
hopeless prospect in the march of African liberation. Although
the torch of freedom continued to flicker faintly among the
country's oppressed people, they had been beaten into submission to the point of virtually accepting their lot as completely
irredeemable.
CENTURIES OF HARSH White baasskap had conditioned large
numbers mentally or otherwise to accept their supposed inferiority as a Black race, and to put up with oppression as if it were
a natural state of life. Even that great badge of slavery in South
Africa-the pass book~had somewhat insinuated itself into
acceptance as part of God's scheme of things. The average
African and his pass-book had become inseparable; through
years of conditioning he had become a slave to the pass. He
dared not be found by the police without being in possession of
it. Such were the terrors of being found without a pass that
many thought nothing of risking their lives trying to rescue it
from the raging flames of a burning homestead. And there have
been some .tragedies in this respect.
This and other brutalities of the South African set-up in·stilled
soul-destroying fear in the African, fear of the White man as
the all- powerful lord master of life and death. This and other
forms of degradation destroyed in the African respect for himself as a human being equal to any other. For example, when a
baby was born and neighbours as usual asked whether it was
(continued at top of next page)

Holders of such a faith refuse to believe in the capabilities of
the African. They take as a matter of faith that Africans are.
and were always, "primitive". Theirs is a stone-age world.
Nor does it seem thinkable to them that they have in the past
made contributions to world culture. These are dangerous ideas
and it is precisely on the basis of these ideas. that callous
practices are justified. To the whites an African is a child
designed in the scheme of things to remain in that state. As
such, therefore, those who hold power by divine right must be
kind to him, guide him in the incomprehensible and complicated
world conferred on those who are superior intellectually.
On the basis of this philosophy, economic power, political
power should be utilised by those who can best benefit by it.
Measures are taken to guarantee that objective reality of the
lives of white and black should, even for the ordinary man in
the street, confirm these theories. A belief of this nature leads
inevitably to the whole spate of pseudo-psychologies which
(continued at foot of next page)
RAYMOND KUNENB is the London representative of the
African National Congress of South Africa.
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(continued from top of previous page)

handsome or not, it was not unusual for this answer to be given:
"Oh! What a handsome baby~it looks just like a European!"
Because of his colour any white man, even a hobo, inspired
reverence in the African.
On its coming into being the P.A.C. -immediately embarked
on a programme of intensive re-orientation. At the head as
President was a university lecturer and gifted orator, Mangaliso
Robert Sobukwe. With him and among his immediate colleagues was Potlako Kitchener Leballo, who had the makings of
a bqrn army commander capable of rousing a beleaguered army.
Together with others they worked out the programme which
was aimed at attaining a mental and spiritual break-through
against fear and the state' of submissiveness into which the
people had' been beaten by centuries of political oppression,
economic exploitation and social degradation.
was to restore to the African
confidence in themselves and inculcate self~reliance. It was not
enough to tell these -people that they could do things as well as
those who appointed themselves their superiors. They had to
rise and do things and so prove not so much to others as to
themselves that they could in fact do things. Just as important,
they had to divest th~mselves of fear, the -almost inexplicable
fear engendered by the power that was symbolised by the White
colour. By its very nature, such a programme had to be implemented by leaders who were themselves Africans. While there
were certainly other and more directly political considerations
that went into shaping the programme, yet just as fundamental
was the psychological factor.
ONE OF THE MAIN OBJECTIVES

(continued from foot of previous page)

under the academic umbrella set out to illustrate the mental
inferiority of the African.
As a result of this philosophy the most incredible phenomenon takes place. The ruling whites are not only cut _off
physically from the African but also "spiritually". The locations
and reserves are to most whites areas in which live Kaffirs,
Natives, Bantu, etc. (thus designated as a definition of an inferior
breed of human beings). Knowledge of these areas peters out
from "experts" who claim to know the "Native mind". These
are sent out there as admmistrators, District -Commissioners or
given higher posts in the Ministry of Native or Bantu affairs.
Some, more independent than others, write books (taken, if
suitable, as standard books for administrators, etc.) or come out
from the dungeons Qf the shebeens to write knowledgeable
articles on the lives of the "Natives". Those ~'Natives" who
daily associate with whit.es at work are shadows who are at best
"John, the kwela player", "Maggie, the beauty queen who works
for us" or "John, who has been with us for 25 years" and is
.
given a watch as a present.
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Where before there nad been the politics of protest, merely
protesting against this or that piece of injustice which came with
each repressive law flowing from Parliament, we were now to
demand things in a positive way. No longer were we merely to
plead for acceptance on sufferance, but the Whites were to be
told in a forthright way that the land did not belong to them
but, by right, to the Africans. The emphasis was to be placed
on the proposition that not only was it right but the duty of a
people to revolt against tyranny. Where before reigned the
fatalistic sense of impotence born of the apparent invincibility
of the adversary, the people were exhorted to rely for strength
on the justness of the cause. March, 1960, was the month
during which the first phase of this unfolding programme was
launched.
WHAT HAPPENED THEN AND SINCE, despite great set-backs, has
more than repaid the courage and vindicated the insight of the
P.A.C. _leadership. It has been a stirring interior revolution~
breaking asunder those mental chains and spiritual frontiers
which had for decades rendered the liberation struggle impotent.
Typical of the fearlessness with which the campaign was conducted was a declaration in the letter which the leader, Sobukwe,
wrote to the head of the South African police on the eve of
Sharpeville. He wrote: "-We are prepared to die for our liberation; but we are not yet ready to kill for it."
These things are now a matter of history. But I think I have
said enough to give readers a glimpse into the future, the not
too distant future. Unlike at Sharpeville, this time we shall not
be sitting ducks for South Africa's trigger-happy police.

e

THE READER MAY WELL ASK what relevance is all this to the
revolt in S.A.? The fact of the matter is that the white ruler
having passed laws to confine the Africans, to circumscribe their
movements, to create Bantustans, and to back those laws with
military and police force believes that the story ends there. It
does not occur to him that the African has his own way of
interpreting his life. It does not occur to him that the very
John he kicks about is building up bitterness which even the
call to "respect for, t4e Bantu" cannot assuage. This is .the
white man's fools' paradise. The "agitators" who are seen not
only by the Afrikaner Nationalists, United Party, but also the
so-called Progressive and indeed some Liberals, are leaders ·who
have been nominated by their own people to artj,::ulate' their
views. In ,the present circumstances they are to take the task
of organising for a revolt that seems inevitable in face of the
intransigent white rulers. The description itself shows how far
wrong their diagnosis of the situation is. To this end they are
putting thousands of people in jail, executing those whom they
choose, on the basis of their own convenient morality, to call
murderers. All this, it is their fond hope, will scare off others
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and make them accept white rule as benevolent and designed
for their own good.
There was time when the Africans believed, on account of
what was claimed to be a superior -European morality, that
through their demonstrations and petitions, they would ·beable
to get 'an effective hearing. To this end, ·the African National
Congress rallied the African population against the Land Act
of 1913. The- protests proved in vain. Delegations were even
sent to the King of England, who was assumed to be the repository of higher political morality. All this proved abortive.
Instead the white administration continued not· only unmoved
but also ready to put down by brute force any agitation for
change. .There was a consolidation. of the laws aimed at the
suppression of the' African population. With· the growing
prosperity of South Africa, the African was tied up. by more and
~ore restrictive legislation.
The end result of this legislation was the impoverishment of
the· African and the enrichment of the whites. Previous admini ..
strations, i.e. prior to that of the Afrikaner Nationalist Party,
bad been. wiser in that they made some feeble attempts to grant
'privileges to African intellectuals so that these were given
excep~ions from the humiliating pass laws.
But even these
exceptions had to be produced to prove exception. The .Native
Representative Council was another such phoney institution. .It
is characteristic of the mood of the period that in spite of the
failure of these inStitutions to achieve anything, the Africans
continued to have faith in change through extra-parliamentary
measures.
Even at thi~ period there were people who realised that the
whites were not prepared to give any concessions, let alone
through pe~ceful methods. But alternative methods of struggle
are· only thinkable if they can be effectively applied. There wa.s
little or no point in the Africans talking of violence when. they
had no access to arms.
IT WAS THE YOUTH LEAGUE which first came out with a programme of action. Action meant a more daring policy based
on a highly organised machinery and ready to take whatever
consequences might accrue. With the coming of the Afrikaner
Nationalist party to power in 1948, began a new chapter in the
history of South Africa. Important in its proclamations was
the idea that the African must be put in his place. There was
nothing new in this idea. The African had suffered apartheid
measures in one form or other. But what was new was its
emphasis on the unqualified racial superiority of the whites,
supported by a fanatical belief in the divine sanction of such
pow.er. The native was a native, said the doctrine, and every
measure must be taken to underline this fact. On· the other
hand, the whites must be granted every economic opportunity
to. achieve the position of superiority in every field. The
economic roof of the Afric.an, Indian and Coloured was to be
the· lowest point of. the. white popula~ion. Sin~e the motives of
establishing the apartheid or neo-Nazi state were not only
economic but also racial, the Afrikaner Nationalist designed
everything with an eye to these two factors. A spate of legislation was enacted aimed at splitting the African population into
ethnic units despite the fact that ethnic allegiance had been

PAGE 7

undermined by the very economic laws removing 'Africans from
areas traditionally occupied by national groups - Xhosas, Zulus,
Sothos, etc. For the Coloureds a much more vicious and
humiliating measure was designed. Under the Race Classification Act; families were divided merely because the individuals
did not in the same family fulfil the requirements of the state
definitions. The Indians were ghettoed under the Group Areas
Act. All these laws shook the very foundations of African,
Coloured and Indian lives. To achieve this, the government
used not only the police but alsO the army.
THE APARTHEID REGIME LEFT NO STONE unturned. In the educational sphere it p~ssed laws aimed at producing not only
efficient servants but also servants sufficiently indoctrinated by
what their role should be in society (as designed and according
to the pattern set by the government). For' too long, said
Verwoerd, the "Native" has been taught to expect white pastures
in which he will never graze. The teachers were to be civil
servants who must not question government policy but
implement it._
It was in.evitable that all these' laws aimed at creating a permanent force of cheap 13;bour. defaced and depersonalised bya
legalised system of' racial 'persecution, should produce revolt.
The spirit of revolt expressed itself at first in non -violent terms.
Non-violence Was not as some believe, or as some Liberals
would like to have it. a doctrine but a tactic of struggle. It was
in this sense different from Ghandism. It aimed at rallying the
African, Indian and Colo1)red populations through such demon ~
strations as the Defiance Campaign, Anti-pass campaigns, etc.
It also was aware that change cannot .be achieved through
demonstrations-militant action was the cry of the hour. Even
the Pan Africanist Congress, which now claims to have been
the first to plunge into violent action, implored its demonstrators
not' to use force, at the risk of being struck down "by the gods
of Africa" (sic).
The truth of the matter is that with the founding of independent African states, talk of violence and violent methods became
a practical proposition. The : reactio,:l of the South African
government had made it clear through its use of force to put
down peaceful demonstrations that there was no other way but
to use force. Indeed its massive military build~up. and its
organisation of its white citizens removed all possibility of a
change through peaceful means. All that it seemed now designed to do was to pass laws, not aimed at removing the cause
of grievances but at hunting down opposition and at torturing
to submission those who rejected its policies. Such is the purpose of the General Laws Amendment Acts of 1962 and 1963.
The Bantu Laws Amendment Acts itself by making an arbitrarily selective basis for those who seek employment in the
towns is aimed also at keeping "agitators'" and "would-be
agitators'" away from "white" areas.
A state of civil war awaits only a spark to ignite a conflagration. The Africans will no longer stand by passively. There
comes a point when life itself ~s not worth living. Suc,h a p.oint
has been reached in South Africa. but believers in apartheid and
apologists for apartheid do not know it.

e

THE NEW AFRICAN I MARCH 1961

PAGE B

Africa and
Marxism

I

Are African Nationalism and
Marxism m-utual'y exc/uslye?

MARTIN

LEGASSICK

and then tiit at It IS a
common fault of academics: B. D. G. Folson's articles (The New
Afri~aiJ Ill, 4, 5) were an excellent example. -"It is nowadays
becoming increasingly rare to come across a Marxist who is not
also a Communist" he begins, and then launches an attack on
Russian foreign policy, Marxism-Leninism. and Marxism all at
once. His statement is strangely inaccurate, quite apart from
the fact that in an age of Kruschevism, Maoism, -Titoism,
Castroism, and the diverse ideological positions of other Communist parties it is becoming increasingly difficult to define a
Communist (unless you are Mr. Vorster, when it is easy).
If Mr. Folson would look around his own__ campus of the
University of -Ghana he would find several Mar~_ists of various
persuasions, not to mention the British New -Left, the American
Monthly Review movement, the Italian PSIUP and so on. In
the words of American Marxist Paul Sweezy:
TO SET UP AN ARTIFICIAL WINDMILL

Some who consider themselves Marxists approach the Manifesto in the
spirit of a religious fundamentalist approaching the Bible. . . . -It is, of
course, not difficult to demonstrate to the satisfaction of any reasonable
person that this is an untenable position. . . . It seem~ clear to us that
in judging the Manifesto today . . . we sh~uld be gUIded by the sa~e
criteria that the authors used twenty-five, thirty and forty years after Its
publication. We... should go straight to the gener~l principles. . . .
The Present History, p. 5-6.

In considering the rest of Mr. Folson's article (as well as that
of Pierre Alexandre (The New Africa~ 11, 6) it will be advantageous -to se!.down these principles,. recogni.sin~. that~ in. the
Marxist tradItIon, these should be applIed to .histoncal SItuatIons
and not discussed as abstract propositions. The first of them,
-historical materialism, holds that the way people think and act
-is determined in the final analysis by the way they get their
living, by their location within the productive process, that the

lecturing in Physics at the University
This article is the first of three instalments.

MARTIN LEGASSICK is

of Ghana, Acera.

foundation of any society is its economic system, the means and
relations of production, and that economic change is the driving
force of history. "Man's ideas, views and conceptions", consequently, change with changes in the c~ndition of his m~terial
existence and "ideas" do not have an .Independent role ID tbe
historical process, _although, one may add, the st~cture of
institutions, ideas, and purposes buUt up from economIC grounds
may take on a life of its own, because of the "inertia" attached
to change on men's minds. (This may be so particularly when
material change occurs at a rapid rate in comparison with the
human life--cycle.) The implications of historical materialism
are accepted today by a good many who do not call themselves
Marxists, and a good many who do not realise this acceptance.
The problems of "inevitability" raised by this principle will be
dealt with later.
The second principle is that of the class struggle (where
"struggle" should be interpreted to mean a fundamental clash
of basic interests, irreconcilable within the system, and not as a
continual open conflict). Classes are defined in a historically
meaningful -fashion, following the principle of histox:ical
materialism, by the relation of human beings to the m~ns of
production in the society-and thus are a quite different concept
from the "classes of some schools of sociology who abstract
groups of people according to other criteria such as income.
etc." But even one of the- chief exponents of a rival sociological
school, Talcott Parsons, could say in 1949 "the Marxian view
of the importance of class structure has in a broad way been
vindicated".
Three other principles first spelt out in the Manifesto ~re
more ,specific9 and refer specifically to advanced capitalist
societies, the inevitability of its replacement by socialism, and
the means of achieving socialism. Capitalism is a system under
which labour-power has become a commodity (in- contras~ to
all other social systems) -and in which the- ownership of the vast
majority of property has become concentrated into the hands <;>f
a few. Capitalism creates, therefore, a largely propertyless class
which will overthrow it.
MARX INTRODUCED A USEFUL TOOL of analysis in Capital, -which
is nowadays best expressed in the form used by Paul Baran:
potential economic surplus, he saYS9 is ·'the difference between
the output that could be produced in a given natural and
technological environment with the help of employable produc-tive resources, and what may be regarded as essential consumption" (Political Economy of Growth, p. 23). Comprised of
excessive consumption, - output lost through unproductive
workers, output lost through irrational organisation, and output
lost by unemployment it gives by its distribution and size.
some nature of the -exploitation and inefficiency of production
in a society. (There are other- types of surplus which may be
used for other analyses: chapter .two of Baran's book elaborates
these.)
.
9

9

IT IS IMPOSSmLE TO DENY that some interpretations of Marxism
have resulted in a dogmatic Marxism -Leninism which has been
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introduced to Africans in a manner which Folson calls "'im- FOLSON DOES RAISE some deeper issues. The Marxist view, he
perialism of· the mind", and also that in some socialist countries maintains, denies Africans the ability to make their own history
the aftermath of the revolution has included restrictions on and to interpret it how they wish. He claims that Marxists
personal security guaranteed by law as well as on intellectual make African history a hmechancial response to change in the
freedom. But "the emergence of such political systems does·not economic structure of Western Europe". He claims that
·prove' that socialism is inherently a system of terror and Marxism would "require" Africa to go through an historical
repression. What it does mean ... is that socialism in backward evolution analagous· to Western Europe. These and other
and underdeveloped countries has a powerful tendency to points he makes are largely directed towards "Communism" but
become a backward and underdeveloped socialism . . . it is the they do challenge all Marxists with real issues. Can one apply
degree of maturity of a country's productive resources that the categories used by Marx to Africa (when they were collected
determines the 'general character of social, political and intellec- primarily from Western European data-though we must -not
tual life'" (Baran: op. cit., p. 8). The cultural and ideological forget Marx's study of India nor Engels' of the American
stagnation of the Soviet Union under Stalin transmitted itself to Indians using Morgan's material)? How far have African
some extent into world Marxist circles, but since that time' we leaders applied Marxism? Pierre Alexandre feels that the
have increasingly seen an attempt by Marxists to apply the "theoretical problems arising from this [African] situation are
principles of Marxism to the situations in which they live, in .- not easy to solve in Marxian terms" and suggests that the
.·what one has called "an authentically historical rather than an predominant trend is towards "a kind of original synthesis u •
'.inevitabilist' evolutionary approach". I think this may be what Is this "synthesis" Marxist. or should it be described as
.Folson means when he praises the work of Jack Woddis, for Ubourgeois"? Is "Mrican socialism" indeed a single synthesis?
this is. to some extent such an attempt and Woddis would Are African nationalism and Marxism mutually exclusive
certainly not agree that he has abandoned historical materialism! categories?
(to be continued)

e

South Africa without the white
people. Therefore. even if apartheid is unjust, and even if it
goes on for year~. the Natives couldn't kick us out~ because if
they did, they'd starve." Almost every white person in South
Africa believes this, whether he be Nationalist,· United Party,
Progressive or Liberal. Yet, almost certainly, this view is incorrect, witness the last three years in Algeria.
I· am not arguing here, and I hope that no one would argue
anywhere, that a departure of the whites would be desirable.
My simple theme is different: it is merely that the time has long
passed when the presence of the white minority is necessary for
th future of the human race in South Africa.
Algeria is so similar to South Africa in so many ways. It
was, after all. only in these two countries that Europe really
immigrated into Africa, that the European idea, the European
economy, really took root. In both countries white domination
was the order of the day. In Algeria domination took a more
covert form than in South Africa, but, here too. only three yean
ago nearly every decision-making post in Algeria was held by a
Frenchman. Forty per cent. of the farms (including nearly till
the modern, mechanised sector) were in French hands. Nearly
the whole of industry was French-owned. The key posts in the
army, the police, and the civil service were occupied by French.
Non-French doctors and professional men scarcely existed.
Algerians were denied adequate education, and suffered much
the same oppressio'n and inferior status as is suffered in South
Africa under apartheid. In short. the wealth and dignity, and
the good things in life were a French monopoly.
Today; only three years later, this possessing, directiD" and
"THE NATtVES COULDN'T RUN

The Price of
Withdrawal
Truths white South AfrIcans
must learn frorn Algeria
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_professional class of French hardly exists. Some 97 % of. the
.whole European .minority of French and Jews have left. 'The
French presence, it is true. was only 130 years old. But some of
the Jewisp communities had been there 'since the dispersion.
2,500 year~' ago. Th~ French a.ssimilate<;l the Jewish communities, and together they built Algeria in the same sense that the
white South Africans have built South Africa. Much of the
assets' of the country was created by the enterprise of this
minority. For instance the rich plain round Algiers, today a
wonderful estate of wine, olives, citrus, wheat and trees, was
largely won by the immigrants from unproductive marshland.
·THE DEPARTURE OF A DIRECTING and profes~ional class would.
alone. be :a factor eng~Ddering almost certain chaos. But, ~o

add to the chaos. certain French elements tried to destroy what
they could, before they left. The Organisation of the Secret
Army (O.A.S.), a French terrorist organisation, destroyed the
records of the nation~l electrical and gas supply commission,
and dynamited some of its installations~ The university library
was blown up and burnt. The' cable railway linking upper
Algiers to lower was destroyed. Bridges and factories were
demolished. ' In their bitter parting from the homeland. which
they felt had been their own creation. many of .the French
seemed to say: "If we can't enjoy Algeria. nobody shall."
After liberation the first few months were indeed chaotic.
There were power and water ·cuts.· The gas supply was intermittent, and the telephones out of order. Piles of garbage
.accumulated in the streets.
As the 'flight of French became a panic (although both the
Algerian an.d F~ench gove~ents tried to ~r~uade the~ t.o
stay) thingsgQt worse. And in~ernecine struggles fo~ ~~er
·~twe~n ·groupings of the victorio~ F..~.N. m~de .tlJ.~ futur~ look
indeed ·dark.
Then, under Ule government .of MI:.' Abmed Ben .Bella,
stability returned. Foreign experts were called in to help restart the economy, and the Algerian people were called on to
·work for ·the restoration of· their shattered coun~. Two years
later the success of these joint efforts is remarkable (which may
surprise those whose only source is the. consistently unfriendly
aritish and .American press). Here are one or two instances:
the .Lavigene hospital at Bis~ ~ to serv~ over .a ·m.illion
·people. in :the northern Sahara· ~nd the .~ses. .,All jt~ doct~rs
left. Today a Cuban team of doctors an~ nurses is managing
it ·until the Algerians can train Algerians to take over. In
·Algiers a team of Bulgarian electrical engineers gave.a hand in
the restoration of .electric current, and went baclc. their mission
'~ccomplished, late in 1964. Mariy tho~nas of Fre~ch experts
:took jobs of "technical co.~operatio~". These. are, of cour~,
·people who accept Algerian I'QIe over Alg~ria, and are ~ot•. on
the whole~ ~eml~e(s of .the old w~te·~upre~a~y .mino~~y.
rod.ay eleven .thous~~d Fren~h teache,s are wo~~g iJ;l Algeria.
.Th.e Soviet Union hasco~e .forward witl;l.importaDt aid, inc~ud.ing the staffing of Mr. Ben Bella's big new college of Oil Tec4·nology ·at Bou Merdes, which soon will have 600 students. The
American govern·ment has 'supplied, and· continues to supply
.despite ·political·9ilIe(enCes with the AIg~ri~.go~ernmen~ huge
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quantities of wheat f<?r the ~~dy, ~he un~mployed. and t~~ W~I
widows.. A committee of ·Christians. largely Amencan·supported. have organised the. planting <;>f millions. of trees to
·absorb 'some of the. ~e~p~~yed: ~i~ .months ag~ their n~serj~s
contained siity ni~l~on y<?ung· .trees~ Tpey work, in wit~ ~e
government's' own prograinm~· under which 150 million trees
were' planted ~·'-_9·64. ~nd· 300 ~illion will be planted ~ . 19~S.
OIL IS, OF COURSE~ TO 1H~ ALGERIANS what gold' is to the .South
- Africans. The govemment is. rushing through a thir4 pipeline
-wI;JJ.ch will increase the' country's. o~l exports by 50%.. It· is
· being built at the rate of a mile a <Jay by a Briti~h company,
John Brown. The government intends to use the profits from
the explQitation pf Algeria's oil for the raising of living stan·
aards for the whole nation.
The Algerian people have responded to the challenge of tile
times. On the land the domains which were· left empty by the
departure of the French had to be kept productive.. To m~t
the needs of management a form' of workers' control. locally
known as' ~'autogestion", has been introduced. somewhat on tlie
Yugoslav ·model. And no one can see the apple-pie ord~r 'of
the lands and buildings on the Algerian land without bems
impressed by the success of thjs tremendous agrarian revolution.
There is, it is true, serious unemployment. But it is only'
three years since the war. a bitterly-fought war, ended. And no
one can live here, can sense the purpose of the nation and its
leaders, and have many doubts that the future promises well.
The'departure of nearly all the French minonty, then. has not
unfitted the human race in Algeria for the essential tasks of
building happiness, harmony. and prosperity here.
AS A SOUTH AFRICAN LIVING IN ALGERIA, it is perfectly obvious to
me that, if the disaster of a massive departure of the South
African whites were to occur, South Africa would not thereby
be ruined. Of course there would be difficulties. But there are
many backward countries today which do not possess the infrastructure which South Africa already possesses. Thanks to the
urbanisation of millions of Africans, most of our industries and
cities would continue to work. Where highly skilled perso~~l
were needed they would. on the experience of Algeria, be readily
available from friendly countries abroad. And. as the present
South African government has proved, the mi,neral riches o.f the
country are so great that even a very bad government of political
enthusiasts is unable to spoil the country's natural prosperity.
All the foregoing is an argument for the rapid ending of tJte
apartheid nightmare. Each day that passes increases the prob·ability that the white minority will depart. For each day of
apartheid adds to the weight of guilt on white shoulders. And
each day of African industrialisation lessens the need that the
country still has for its non-African minorities.
But whether the apartheid nightmare ends sooner or later, let
white South Africans know this humbling truth clearly: the
Africans are already able to run South Africa, if need be,
without the help of the whites.
•
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in Pretoria, South Africa. One
street separated our location from what is called the Asiatic
Bazaar. This is the Indian ghetto, just as our locations are
African ghettos. We, the Africans, bought from the Indians
and worked for the whites. The relationship between Indians
and whites, to complete the triangle, was even more businesslike
than between us and the Indians. But at least the Indian
, merchant class could compete-when there was something to
compete for. This something is now fading because the government of today in South Africa is moving Indians to areas
further outside town to trade among themselves. The fences
around the Africans are being tightened and reinforced' with
barbed wire as it were. So are the coloured people (those of
mixed descen~) being closed in and treated as a separate group.
We knew nothing about Indians beyond what glimpses of
behaviour in a trader- buyer relationship can reveal from time
to time. As boys we even thought that Indians didn't die the
way we do, because we seldom saw a funeral procession of the
obvious kind that was so common in the black ghetto. ·Until
1948, when the present government came in on their chariots of
fire and burned down every visible bridge or line of intercourse
between racial groups, there were opportunities for Indians to
make their society accessible to us, because we were physically
closer than either of us were to the whites. But they did not.
Only when their families came out through some backyard gate
did we realise how closely -knit the Indian family is~so much
like ours. But they did. not make themselves accessible. Nor
did they try to come into our African world, except for a
handful of Ismaeli businessmen.
We called each other by pet names-the Indians and us. We
sat together in cinemas and at sports pavilions. But theirs was
a closed world to us. In other cities, like Johannesburg and
Durban, they even gaye Africans separate and inferior seats in
their cinemas. We looked at their temples and mosques and
wondered what they were like inside. Could we dare even to
enquire? Never. These buildings remained as inscrutable,
mysteriou~ and distant if beautiful as an oriental woman in her
native attire.
I WAS BORN AND BROUGHT UP

now for South Africa. We first
came to know the white man at the point of a boot, as servants.
Then because we had to learn his language and read books that
he wrote, because we were compelled to take over some of the
elements of his culture in order to survive and face him on his
own ground, we were bound to know much about the workings
of his mind while he knew little or nothing about what went on
in our minds. How can you take the trouble to know the mind
and the language of someone you regard as inferior, someone
who has always to give an account of himself to you. ~tore
often than not he lies to you. On the other hand, it is we who
work for him. We enter the white man's bedroom, look under
his bed, remove his bodily dirt from the bath, minister to his
physical comfort and stand always in the shadow of his anger
or his contentment. An so there is a way in which we might
say that we are looking through.. a keyhole and seeing everything
THE OPPORTUNITIES ARE GONE

EZEKIEL MPHAHLELE is director of the Chemchemi Cultural
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seminar on Racial and Communal Tensions in a Mixed Society
held by the East African Institute of Social and Cultural
Affairs in Nairobi.
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the white man is doing but he has no way of seeing us from his
room. If he tries to come to the keyhole himself he cannot see
anything of us on our side because we were there first.
The situation in Kenya is identical generally. But colonial
rule here could never have been as brutal and sustained as white
rule has been in South Africa. And yet it is the African who
has adopted several European ways of life; neither the whites
nor the Asians have tried to live any part of African culture.
We begin to talk of cultural tensions when we consider towns
and cities where various races meet in a mixed society. And
by a "mixed society" we should mean one the members of which
feel committed to making a home in the same place; not, as in
a situation of British indirect rule, where the presence of one
race is only justified by the will to govern others and then retire
to its original home. In the country, where there is a continuity
of African culture, even as a tribal phenomenon, and where
members of different races do not fall on top of one another,
cultural tensions are almost totally absent.
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even learned to justify his own institutions which segregation
compelled him to create. Much will depend on the extent to
which some Africans are aspiring to a better economic standing
In order to afford admission to white institutions, because they
will feel they have less and less they want to share with the
masses.
Why should Europeans and Indians be surprised or feel their
cultural systems outraged when Africans show that they want
to determine their own education and the necessary changes in
their own culture? After all, Europeans, even in South Africa,
have imported their culture from Europe, which has nothing to
do with the African setting. Their schools, except in South
Africa, have always faced outward: they have produced human
material that should fit into British institutions. Nor do
Europeans need to be apprehensive if they should fail to make
good in Britain; they can always come back and fit into Britishoriented institutions, even those run by Africans.
his traditional arts
and crafts, social institutions and so on, in order to restore his
own self-confidence. He needs to go through a phase of selfrealisation to tip the scales towards his side. Then, from a
position of self-knowledge and strength, he will consider the
extent to which he needs to change.
For, in spite of certain changes that we need to regret, the
African's capacity for change can also be his strength. Consider
the Indians, who, as a group, never change, never give or take
culturally, who remain where they are, predictable like a
boulder: their inability to change and their apparently inexhaustible inner resources are their tragedy. It is easy to single them
out in a non-Indian setting, to victimise them. One does not
need to push them into a state of siege: they live. perpetually in
this state. They have, in addition, an astonishing capacity for
creating the conditions of their own suffering without being able
to do anything to help themselves, to avoid the final catastrophe.
Do Kenyans seriously hope for a truly integrated societythe one in which the question of minorities will become irrelevant, one that wil be non-racial, not just multi-racial? The
term "multi -racial" refers merely to the physical composition
of a community, irrespective of the racial ratio. "Non-racial"
implies attitudes, no matter who are the majority or minority
group. If this is the society that Kenya requires, it will have to
reckon with what I have indicated about the Indian's passive
resistance and the European's derivative culture and the refusal
on the part of either to adopt any part of African culture.
Constitutional safeguards and mere sitting side by side of
Africans, Asians and whites in school and university do not
resolve cultural tensions. People may act or stand or sing or
cry or rejoice or mourn together, but they may go each their
own cultural way when a mixed crowd disperses. And minority
suspicions and fears may urge thelTI to take cover under the
canopy of their own religions and soci~l codes. These may
even harden. Educati0n helps resolve conflicts only in people
who have a mental and spiritual disposition to open their doors
and windows for new impressions to register.
THE AFRICAN IS THUS HAVING TO REVITALISE

EVERY COMMUNITY THAT IS SHUT OUT of the life of another and
segregated develops in time a cultural self -reliance because it is
compelled to learl ,0 live on its own resources. Johannesburg,
Nairobi, Brazzaville (Congo), Dakar (Senegal), represent one
type of urban living in Africa, and Accra and Lagos another.
Unlike in Accra and Lagos, which are solidly African, in the
former cities Africans have been segregated from the whites.
People in these enclaves make their own music, create their own
fun in night clubs, bars and other places. Life here is much
more robust than in white suburbia. South Africans have lived
the longest in the cities and have created their own urban
culture-penny-whistle music, jazz, choral music, the kwela
dance, and a peculiar style of journalism. There is much that
is African in essence in these activities. If the Africans were to
continue to live in Nairobi for instance, and in segregated areas,
they would also evolve an Afro-urban culture. Now, in an
independent East Africa, more Africans will move into supurbia,
and they will need to drive on their own steam, as it were,
because they will no longer be trapped in locations and have to
do something merely to survive a ghetto existence. It is a
matter of speculation whether the new African suburban class
in Kenya will continue to aspire to European standards or not.
It will be a sad day when they take that direction. We only
need to observe the relationship formal invitations, formal visits
between suburban people, and formal dress develop to be able
to appreciate the seriousness of the situation. And yet it need
not be more than a passing phase if we are vigilant and understand the dynamics of culture change for what they are.
The African originally came to the cities to work for the white
man, and this prevented him from exercising control of the
processes of change in his way of life. He is intensely aware of
this as he tries to give a deeper meaning to his aspirations for
political freedom. He wants to gain control of the dir~ction
and degree of change. It would seem that the European's
opening of his social institutions to the African has come too
late: the African has learned to rely on himself and perhaps
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• But colonial rule here could nev~r have been as brutal and sustailled
as white rule has been in South Africa. A nd Jet it is the A frlcan who
has adopted several European ways of life; neither the whites nor the
Asians have tried to hve any part of African culture.' Mr.]. S. Gichuru
(left) and Mr. T01n Mboya behind the Governor of Keuva's A .D.e. at
the ceremony when Mr. Jotno Kenyatta took the Oath of Office as,
Pri1ne Minister.

This is impossible in a sch'ool with only token integration,
i.e. with a sprinkling of Africans among a large number of
Europeans. African children in such schools often develop
snobbish attitudes because their fathers can pay the absurdly
high fees such schools demand. They have either to conform
to European patterns of behaviour and therefore be cut off from
their contemporaries in more modest schools, or resist and
become isolated.
If Kenya must go through a phase of multi-racial co-existence
first before that "far-off divine event" of an integrated non-racial
society, then we have no choice but to be content with plural
cultural patterns and a frequent encounter of these. These are
people who are actually scared of the long -term implications of
integration, and would like to stop here. Especially if you jolt
their minds by asserting that the corollary to social integration
is biological integration . If we are scared of this, and indulge
in double talk, then it is no use our talking airy hypotheses. In
a situation of multi - r~cial co -existence we must simply accept
the fact that the cultures of the majority group will dictate the
pace and even make strenuous demands on the minority cultures, driving them into their own enclaves, imposing a more
brutal siege on them and exiling them until they degenerate as
a result of in -breeding.
It may be argued that in a non-racial society the minority
culture will have to give way anyhow. But this would be for a
worthier cause-the building of a nation. And minority cultures
would this way learn to give something of their own to the
national culture.
I have not· said anything about language here. Yet is is a
vital medium of any culture. People here need to be taught
both English and Swahili. The question which of these will be
paramount is an academic one at the moment: It will depend
on poltitical forces, the federation issue and so on. The signs
are that both English and Swahili will be used in everyday life,
in literature, in parliament, and so on.
FINALLY, IT MAY NOT BE AMISS to pronounce a warning. People
of both Indian and European descent have refused to assimilate
anything from African culture as a way of life; they have persisted in living in Africa with their faces turned outward for
cultural inspiration; when they have taken an interest in African
culture it has been academic or tourist. I fear it is too late for
those of them who are in their adult years to assimilate anything
from another culture. But they owe their children a duty to
help them assimilate what they (the parents) could or would not.
If as adults they think that all they need or can do is to
accommodate themselves physically in an African -governed
country, without changing their mental attitudes, then they
should at least make it possible for their children to change and
expose them to the impact of the African way of life. The
alternative is to prepare a bitter legacy of cultural alienation
and loneliness for their children.
I have posed questions to which I cannot pretend to possess
the answers. My chief aim haS' been to examine the cultural
situation in Kenya as the worst representative of East Africa
and to diagnose it. .

e
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Well, when we met at Addis
Ababa-when the Ministers of ForeIgn
Affairs from Africa met at Addis Ababa
-they passed a resolution. One of its
terms is, to me, very important. It is an
appeal to all the contending factions in
the Congo to cease fire. And, once we
obtain a cease-fire, we would like to take
all the Congolese. leaders to a roundtable conference so that the Congolese
themselves should negotiate who should
lead their government and who should
be in that government. It is not for
Tanzania or Kenya, ·or for the United
States or Belgium for that matter, to find
the leaders for the Congolese in the
Congo.
KAMBONA:

Mr. Kambona, allegations have
been made that a great deal of racialism
has been displayed at this session of the
United Nations. Do you agree? And
why do the African delegation~ appear to
be so bitter?
GINWALA:

I think it is better tQ put the
whole thing in its full perspective. Allegations have been made. especially by
those countries which conducted a rescue
operation in order to rescue the hostages.
They feel that if the white men who are
in . Africa are threatened, any country
should have the right to go and kill more
people in order to save a few. And the
Africans feel that this is one form of
racialism because if it is a question of
saving life, then life-whether it is black
or white~must be saved; it is not the
saving of a few white lives and the killing
of a very many blacks. Then there is also
the question of the whole operation ~.n
the Congo. We believe that the landing
of paratroopers by Belgium, using
American bombers and other aircraft, was
just a pretext for something else: a pretext,
because before the landing of the paratroopers, no white men had been killed.
Not even one. The United States and
Belgium had asked Mr. lomo Kenyatta,
who is now President of Kenya, and who
is Chairman of the ad hoc Commission
of the Organisation of African Unity, to
negotiate in that capacity between the two
KAMBONA:

contending rivals in the Congo in order
to save the white hostages. But at the
time they were asking Mr. Kenyatta to do
this, they were already prepared to land
the troops in Stanleyville. Therefore, to
the Africans, it appears that this thing
was intended, that it was planned~to give
the white mercenaries in the Congo a
covet in order to take Stanleyville. The
African countries feel that this should
not be allowed to stand as a precedent
because once it is allowed to become a
precedent, no African country will be safe.
GINWALA: Granting your point, Mr. Kambona, what would you have the United
Nations do about the Congo?

What the African countri~s are
saying is that they would like all foreign
governments which are not members of
the Organisation of African Unity to keep
their hands off. They don't want them
to undermine the work which has been
~one by the Organisation of African
Unity. We believe ourselves that if this
was left to the O.A.V., an African solution would be found to the problem of
the Congo.
KAMBONA:

GINWALA:

envisage?

What African solution can you

GINWALA: When you say all the Congolese
leaders, do you include in this the leaders
of what the Belgians and Mr. TshonJbe
call the rebellious forces?

KAMBONA: Well, it is very difficult to find
out who is a rebel in the Congo because
Mr. Tshombe himself Vias once a rebel.
~nd if we went into the C'ongo and
SImply found out who is not a rebel we
would not solve the problem of the
Congo. As you may know, the survival
of the United Nations itself is in question
at the moment, and who- started it all?
It was Mr. Tshombe himself. Therefore
I do not agree with Mr. Tshombe that
the others will be the rebels. If we talk
about rebels, if ~e talk about legalities,
Mr. Tshombe hImself should be tried,
because he was once responsible for the
murder of the Prime Minister of the
Congo. But we do not want to look into
the. p~st, we want to look into the future.
ThIS IS why we feel that all the Congolese
leaders must come to a round table.

GINWALA:

suggest

O.A.V.?

A conference of the type you
would be proposed by the

KAMBONA: Yes. We feel that it should be
organised by the O.A.U.
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And what if Mr. Tshombe. as Africa. We feel that the United Nations was the colonial powers who had
he' has said, would not attend
a ' '~~st' 'pu~ p~~~~Ure' ,6f',' the" .r~m~i~ing, , organised the membership of these orgaii~.
conference. .What do you then suggest? c~loni~J po'~~~. ~hic~ ,~~~ _P~~~ug~~, now, Now, as Africa has about one-third' of
and South Africa. to abide by ~he resolu- , the membership of the V.N., we feel that
~MBONA: Personally, I do not think tl:l:at
ti<;>p.. wlYch ~~s .~ssed' in '1960 by th~ Africa must be represented in all the
Mr~ "Tshombe will refuse to come to . t he
United ~atioris. They cannot become organs of the' United 'Nations if that
conference.' - If he does not come 'io the members
ilie United Nations and then <?rganisation is going to be effective.
conference. it means that his masters have 'flout Ptc' decis~ori~ of the United Nations.
asked him not to attend the conference.
GINW ALA: Taking your point fur$er, d~
But' I am sure now that the ma$ters see GINW~LA: Do ~ou tllink the United you feel that Africa, then. should have
the wisdom of leaving' the whole tbing to. N3tion,s bas a vital role to play in the one-third of the seats in the U'-N. organs?
the O.A.U. Therefore. I believe person. libera.u.on?,
ally that the masters would ask Mr..
Tshombe to attend the conference.'
' T h 'IS KAMBONA: Not necessarily, no. But w'hat
KAMBONA: Very•. ," ery ,vital indeed.
we feel is that Africa must be· adequately
OINWALA: One more general question
is one reason why tbe, African and the represented. I feel that this - can - be
about the United Nations. Mr. Kambona. Afro-Asian countries at New York are arranged by gentelmen's agreement as
The liberation of Africa is regar.ded as,' working very hard to s.ee that the U.N. they did in the past.
survives.
one of the prime stages in the' develop.
ment of most countries. What rOle' do
GINWALA:
You wouldn't ba~ ~ny
you think the United Nations shoulcj' play GINWAU: ·You. personally: are you suggestions as to the' sort ~f' Afric~n
in this liberation?
, p l e a s e d at the increase in the membership representation?
of the Security Council and the Economic
KAMBONA: Well. as you may reme~ber. _~~~i~~~n?'
.
the. African c~untri~s. with· the'~ support '
KAMBONA:
Well~ we have put some
of' all the peace-loving 'cQunmes', nl tJIe 'KAldBON~: Well~' "efinitely~ I was a party suggestions and these suggestions are
world, passed a resolution 'which re~lly., to
couJitries who were demanding being considered by all the.' 'members of
to us. was one of the most historic thi~' in~$e'- beCause we feel that when the V.N. at present. It is very important,
declarations of the United Nations-about ,the' V.N. was set up, Africa was com- we feel, that Africa and Asia mu.st be
~nting independence to the ~bol~, of " p~et~ly un~~r' t~~ colonial powers and it represented in all the organs of the V.N.
GINWALA:

such

'of

tliose'

e

d~tinguish fundamental values and to illumi~e t.he ~is ,0:£ all
others in social pretension and in the relative unt~Iily' which
such pretension embodies, the nqvelist has a ~o~l purpose: he
is '~an agent of the moral imagination".
Moreover, in the sense that the novelist is concemed in his
moral perception with 'social variety ~nd mobility, ~it is natural
that he should 1?e attracted to those situations where variety is
richest and mobility most marked. Hence, in West African
Desper~~/on and sto/~/sm In
writing the scrambling diversity of Lagos society and the
a situation which frustrates
dilemma of the Europeanised African have provided the themes
of most novelists. In South Africa the determination of attitudes
and manners by wealth alone would be stark' enough; but the
situ~tion is further dr~m~tised by an all-embracing system of
M ART INS TAN I L AND'
status based upon race. South African noyelis~s are not 'si~ply
concerned with snobbery and the social implications of wealth:
LIONEL TRILLING POINTED OUT in his essay "MaI)necs. ~orals,
and the Novel" in The Liberal Imagination that the'develop- they are concerned further with the obstacle to sympathy and
ment of the novel has been stimulated by" an observ'ation of- the the anaesthetic to conscience that the colour- bar intrOduces.
Elsewhere in Africa the comedy of manner's may 'be ·appro.priate:
diff~rence in manners and attitudes, wbi~h is generated by .a
.men'
achiev,e' di$nity in so far as they reali~e the~sel~es' ~~d
difference iD social status' and "pretensions.·- In short. "the :novel
is' borD in response tC) snobbery'" '~rid it~ "c~cteristic ~ork
~RTIN STANILAND, who is British, went to C~bridge and ;s
. . ., is -to record the illusi~D 'that snobberY geile~ates and to J.ty
at pre~ent studying for an M.A. at the Institute of African
to penetrate to the truth which, as the novel ~~'umes. lie~ ,hidd:en
$tudies, University of Ghana.
beneath all, false appearances". In ,~e se~ t:bat he' scq~'.~
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comprehend their environment, they incur ridicule to the extent
that they act an appearance and fail to distinguish basic values.
In South Africa, however, the balance is upset by the attribution
of status according to a feature in men over which they can have
no control; in this sense the system is amoral.
WHEN WE EXAMINE THE SOUTH AFRICAN NOVEL in the light of
these reflections we can understand both the desperation and
the stoicism which characterise it, which distinguish it from
other African work, and which give it an affinity with Mro -American .literature: desperation because of the enormous
difficulty invQlved in changing the system, stoicism from facing
the difficulty (without necessarily surrendering to it). Now this
is a general ~pression and it is based on an assumption
which actual study of the novels brings into question. The
term "South African novel" is used: but is there any such thing?
From the earliest point in South African writing one is forced to
recognise the wide spectrum which the novel form comprises.
There are African, Afrikaans, Coloured and Anglo-Saxon
novelists; and their common concern is limited to one interest:
the racial "question". At an earlier stage the question was
more diffused and other themes were engaged. Thus. inAfrikaans writing there was an emphasis on the work' and
attitudes of the pioneer. Yet since this theme was the basis of
a particular group myth it contributed to tbe very partition
which we observe growing up later.
Myth, .though of a tragic rather than a gloating aspect, is also
central to early African writing. However, there is a difference
in function to be noticed. Thus Abrahams, in Wild Conquest,
is concerned mainly with moral conflict within the African
society (as were Mofolo and, to a lesser extent, Plaatje). So
although a myth is created, there is not in it the intrinsic racialism which is involved in the Afrikaner myth of conquest and
subjugation. . This difference can perhaps be partly explained
by the missionary background of the early African writers,
partly by the evolution of Boer society from a frontier to a
ghetto mentality. In short, the function of African myth was to
console: that of Afrikaner myth to consolidate.
It is only with the development of Johannesburg and the
settlement of large numbers of Africans in that city that South
African novelists have moved beyond the semi-anthropological
romance. With Europeans and Africans forced into juxtaposition the novelist acquires a possibility of social observation, of
moral irony which the limited encounter of farm and village
debarred. Most important, the new situation compels a
recognition of the social partition and thereby sophisticates its
treatment in the novel.
AT TIllS STAGE TRILLING'S DISTINCTION between appearance and
reality in social life becomes' relevant. To a person who is in a
position to ol?serve the contrast in manners between the African
community and the society of the white managers, the former
may seem in the sense that we originally considered it to be
more "real", to be more clearly aware of "fundamental values".
Toby Hood, in Nadine Gordimer's A World of Strangers, having
experienced upper-class white society, looks at the township
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from a hill and an African friend remarks awkwardly that
hwhen you get back, this will seem like an ugly dream". Hood
realises that even ~o an alienated African such a community
must be .. the reality Qf the present to which he was born-the
only.sure destiny 'any man has". 'f~or that reason it would be
Himpossible for me ever to look back upon it, from another
country, as ~an ugly dream'. It was no beauty, God knows, but
it was no dream either". He asks why "the life of poverty is
regarded as mQre real than any other life", noticing that "in
almost all of us with full. bellies, whose personal struggles are
aoove the sustenance level, there is a nervous, even a respectful
feeling that life.may be elsewhere".
Yet 44oto regard total preoccupation with survival, food and
reproduction as the criterion of reality is to ignore other needs
that men have created for themselves, and Which, in combination with the basic ones, makes men's ·reality". Thus "real life"
for each man is the demands of his own condition; only' 'life in
the townships semed more 'real' simply because there were fewer
distractions, far fewer vicarious means for spending 'passion, or
bore.dom. To each human being 'there, the demands of his or
h~r own condition came baldly. The reality was nearer the
.' surface".
THUS URBAN 'LIFE has provided for the novelist in South Africa
a stimulus ~owards considering. his central problem of appearance and reality. The traditional though partial solution to this
problem in South African writing has been to deny its necessity,
to 'regard the African as a temporary inhabitant of the city.
The real life of the African is said to be in the reserves, the real
lif f th E
. th
th
h bOI
hO I
bl
e"o
e uropean In e town; us t e'p 10SOP lca pro em
is dispersed rather than resolved. This view is taken or assumed
in Afrikaner writing certainly as late as 1959; sometimes it is
combined with a parallel dislike of the depersonalization which
industrialism involves, as in Laurens van der Post's In a
Province.
The best known example Qf this treatment is probably Alan
Paton's Cry, the Beloved Country and this work is important in
two respects: first, because it represents the climax of this
traditiQn in which revulsion and nostalgia mingle; second.
because, whatever the crudity of its characterisation and the
imbalance of its sympathies, it attracted a hearing for the South
African novelist which was not necessarily attentive only to
writers with Paton's views. It has been described as the South
African Uncle Tom's Cabin. This may be true in several
senses. For it is a powerful statement of one position; but to
generate this force a certain amount of cheating takes place.
Why does the one African politician have to be presented as
corrupt? Why are only Anglicans seen to be decent? And why
do all the black Anglicans have to appear passive, leaving the
li~elight of philanthropy to their white superiors?
.
A CAPACITY FOR DETACHMENT and an experience of the flimsiness
of social categories are obvious and necessary assets of a writer
in the urban situation. It is interesting that most of the novelists
concerned with city life have been English -speaking or
Coloured, not Afrikaner or (so-called) Bantu. Except as a
setting for comedy directed against Africans (as in Frans
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Venter's Dark Pilgrim) or for further warnings agaInst miscegenation and the corruption of simple primitives by city life,
there is nothing in the novel for the Afrikaner or indeed for any
white person who ~ees himself primarily as white. The situation
virtually compels the novelist, if his functions are those we
suggested eaJ;'lier, to become a writer of protest literature, so
intense is the social disparity which he observes.
But the question then arises whether it is possible to write a
protest novel as such. On this point a polarisation seems to
have emerged. based roughly on the social categories: at the
extreme "European" position there is little significant literary
contribution, the slightest irony being subversive of the rigid
defence mechanism upon which this position is founded. At
the extreme "African" position there is a very significant contribution. but mainly of short-stories whose primary functioJl
often seems to be to make a point against the situation rather
than to consider personal relationships in the complexity a·nd
depth that js r~quired of the novelist. 1. dQ not say that $e
type of perception involved' is different. but only that in the
short-stores the making of a protest may be prior to the detailed
and wide observation of social ironies which concerns the
novetist before all else.
..
.. ..
... .
. Be~ween these two p,?les lies the gJ;OUP of white liberal.
Coloured and African writers wl10se theme is commonly ·the
necessity for satisfactory individual relatio~ships despite the
situation. an emphasis on basic human equality. a .passionate
desire for colour-blindness. The pity.and the irony are that
such cosmopolitani~m should be primarily the preserve of the
least powerful and most vulnerable social groups: and the insistence on individual relationships may seem to more vigorously
political writers Wilfully blind, or even treacherous. The point.
however, is that the situation· overloads .the writer as a -writer:
as Mphahlele puts it in The African Image (t9 which I am
greatly indebted), "the urges to preach.· protest~ ·hand out
propaganda. to escape. sentimentalize, romanticize. to make a
startling discovery in the field of race relations. to write thrillers.
and other urges. all jo.stle for predominance in the writer".
In view of the dilemma described by Mphahlele and of the
social circumscription to which even the cosmopolitanism of
the liberals is subject, one begins to wonder whether the writing
of novels in South Africa may not shortly become an unattractive and repetitive activity. If we look at the more recent novels
set in urban society we can appreciate how much sophistica.tion
the South African novel has acquired since Cry, the Beloved
Country; but the futility has also become clearer. In these
works the common situation is one of love between the races:
such is the theme of Abrahams' Path .of Thunder, Jacobson's
Evidence of Love and Nadine Gordimer's Occasion for Loving.
It is not true to say that Eliza in Abrahams' Mine Boy represents such a bridging of the r~cial barrier, for l1er prim~ry
concern is only to become whit~. And what is important to
Abrahams as much as to Jacobson and Nadine Gordimer is
that ·such categories ·should not be recognised·. Thus· in Abrahams' Mine Boy Paddy tells Xuma, " ... it is not good to think
only as a black man or only as a white man. The white people
in this country think only as white people and that is .why, ~ey
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do harm to your people. . .. You must think as a man tirst.
You must be a man first and then a black man . . . when you
understand that you will be a man with freedom inside your
breast. It is only those who are free inside who can help free
those around them".
Between the other two novelists cited, Dan Jacobson and
Nadine Gordimer, a considerable contrast is observable: Miss
Gordimer's examination 2f personality is more fastidious, her
ethical recommendation less overt. And yet both are concerned
that something be salvaged by a scrupulous responsibility in
personal relationships. In Miss Gordimer's A World of
Strangers and Occasion for Loving the dominant characters are
people who deny the relevance of colour by their way of life.
Such a denial logically involves dissociating oneself from all
protest movements 9 and ths is the position of the most striking
of these characters 9 Steven Sitole, in A World of Strangers "a
rebel·against rebellion" who defies the system by the vigour and
independence of his own life, by repelling every external
infringement upon the autonomy of that life.
But however much equality through personal relationships
and initiative is stressed by Miss Gordimer, it is unhappily clear
!bat such equality is achieved more easily by white people than
by black people in. South Africa. In Occasion for Loving Ann,
a· ·white g~rl, is described by her African lover, Gideon Shibalo,
us being always "herself, her splendid self, a law to herself, and
limited ·as little to the conventions of opposition as to the
conventions of submission. She loved him; she did not love
him·across the colour-bar: for ·her the colour-bar did not exist".
So her philosophy is just like Sitole's: the only difference is
that, ironicaIlY9 the very system which she disdains makes it
easier for her to apply that philosophy than for him. Again
the situation frustrates the novelist, and indeed towards the end
of Oc~asion tor Loving the main white character9 Jessie 9 thinking about the position of the lone African 9 Gideon Shibalo, asks.
"What's the good of us to him? What's the good of our friendship or her love?" And it is because of the frus~ration which
the present South African system seems to present to the novelist
as a humanist that I think Miss Gordimer's work may stand as
the ultimate in the South African novel for some time. What
she says about iessie and her husband is equally true of the
liberal South African novelists and it may be taken as a sum·
mary .of the contemporary situation of the South African novel
~~rhaps even as its epitaph:
"They came again and again to the stony silence of facts they
had set their lives against. They believed in the integrity of
personal ·relations against the distortions of laws and society.
What stronger and more proudly personal bond was there than
love? Yet even between lovers they had seen blackness count,
the personal return inevitably to the social, the private to the
political. There was no recess of being9 no emotion so private
that white privilege did not single you out there; it was a silver
spoon. clamped between your jaws and you might choke on it
for all the chance there was of dislodging it. So long as the
law remained unchanged, nothing could bring integrity to
personal relationships. . .. Tom began to think there would be
more sense ·in blowing up a power station. · · ."
9

e
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1
COMMENT

Army Talk

ONCE THE INITIAL FEARS and apprehensions about going to the
army had passed I began to consider my own peculiar problem:
here was I, an unashamed non-racialist. going into .an army
dedicated to the preservation of the South African status quo.
I had, perhaps more than most people, a reason for asking:
"What will it be like?"
There was no time for entertaining my personal ideas for the
first six weeks of basic training-nor much time for thought
during the whole period-three months--of basic training.
After this phase had passed I arranged for friends to keep
me supplied with The New African and Contact, and my links
with democratic and cultural spheres were further strengthened
by the Classic and Black Orpheus.
I remember an incident when a fellow-trainee picked up a
copy of New Left Review and said to me, "How can you read
such rubbish? There aren't even any pictures." An artistic
friend had a copy of Studio International. This brought forth
the gem, "DQ you really buy this type of thing?"
However, in order not to appear too obvious, I bought
Dagbreek every Sunday. I was, therefore, regarded more as a
fool who wasted his money on newspapers rather than as a
seditious threat.
More than anything I missed conversation. In the army one
talks more than anywhere else. Political arguments are frequent
~but they are always the typical arguments of the recognised
white parties. And politics and religion are officially disallowed
as topics for argument. This left sex and money as the only
two subjects widely discussed---,.and since both were in short
supply it became extremely monotonous.
IN THE ARMY I SAW PEOPLE being taught to accept others of
different economic footings-and I found myself wishing, though
not advocating, that this could be applied on a non-racial ~sis.
But I saw another shameful practice; I heard vulgar comments
Contributions to this brief, regular feature are invited

shouted at people of different colours. Whenever I was present
I felt that I.. was being considered equally responsible because
I was in uniform.
..
.
. An interesting phenomen9n, if we move from discussing the
men to the instructors-officers and N.C.O.s.---.is that the .old
type is on the way out. This type considered it just a jo1r--a
job to be done well-and although they are professional soldiers
and men who helped win the last war, they are not political
With them can be mentioned the young Afrikaner who joins in
order to be employed, and who knows little about politics.
However, the new type of fanatic who believes in the glory of
protecting the folks back home from rape and murder by Blacks
("it could be your sister or mother") is an increasing threat.
His ranks are swelling. He is the type who, as actually happened, shouted on a shooting-mnge, in order to have his men
.
shoot better, "Uhuru! Afrika- vir die swart man."
Indeed they base much on being an example to the "uneducated millions" of Africa. It is strange that they find it so
difficult being "civilised" White ~en. Getting familiar with a
superior is called "getting White"~ a popular person is a "real
white man," a lazy person is as bad (s/eg) " as a kafJer." Much
of the slang vocabulary is based on race.
.
A sergeant-major. observing that bed-making was not one
of my innate talents, said, "Sies. man, my kaffer makes his bed
better than that."
.
WlULI! OTHERS AROUND ME echoed all the racialist jargon and
drivel that was uttered I felt unhappy about it. Was I to pity
them ·for being so gullible? Or would it be better to pity myself
for being so helpless to prevent it?
- I still fear that one day I may be expected to do something I
would regret, that would be abhorrent to the ideals that I still
hold-ideals that the army could not overcome because of the
strength and sound logic of these beliefs. All I can do is hope
that such a day never dawns-and support those who can help
ensure it.
PETER LEBER
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or some overseas university. The highest position held by a
nonwhite, besides that of Mr. Small, is that of technical assistant
and that of supervisor in the library. Other positions held by
nonwhites are those of switchboard operator and junior typist.
Perhaps the most responsible jobs are those of caretaker, cafeteria hands, and the many garden hands one sees around the
campus. Who expects whites to do these jobs Serve nonwhites in a cafeteria? Preposterous!
cannot be allowed to run this
college on their own is not far to seek. You see, nonwhites are
irresponsible and cannot be left to their own devices. They
must be taken care of by the whites. This can clearly be
illustrated by the story of a Coloured ~hild that had gone to
visit his mother at the oubaas's farmstead. When the oubaas
saw the little boy he asked him whether he was still at school,
and the little boy replied in the affirmative. The oubaas then
asked him whether he was clever at school. The little boy
affirmed by nodding his head, and went on to say, "Cleverer
than theoubaas." What a moral revolution, thought the
oubaas. The next moment the little boy with his crestfallen
mother were making a fast getaway off the premises, and were
told never to put their feet on the farmstead for as long as they
lived. The stereotyped oubaas could only attribute the little
boy's honest remark to the fact that he had been poiso"ned by
his Coloured schoolmaster. The oubaas could not brook this,
and likewise" our rulers won't brook it at the University College
of the Western Cape. This rule holds good for the other tribal
colleges as well.
THE REASON WHY NON WHITES

Concluding the views
of a student at the
University College of
the Western Cape
THERE IS NO MEASURE that can successfully be applied to prove
that the academic standard at "Bush College" is low, but what
can rightly be said is that the pattern of lecturing tends to be
something in the nature of high -school teaching. The reason
for this can -only be attributed to the every so often expressed
idea that the intelligence of a nonwhite student is lower than
that of a white student. One can only imagine that this is the
only reason that has motivated this often boring system of
lecturing.
We can also mention here that most of the lectures are conducted in Afrikaans; and one crank with an air of triumph
once argued rightly that for once in the history of South Africa
we have found a home where the Afrikaans-speaking Coloured
student can rise to new heights in learning and erudition.
"You see, the Nats are doing good by us," quoth the crank.
To counter this type of thinking we need only think of the
words of the late Pandit Nehru, who once said, "English is a
window through which we can look into the world."

WHEN THE UNIVERSITY COLLEGE of the Western Cape was
established, it was one of the assertions of the founders that it
would provide opportunities for Coloureds by offering them
lectureships and many other responsible positions. Today, after
four and half years, the position is far from what the founders
asserted, and the status quo is likely to remain.
All the lectureships and senior positions, bar the Philosophy
lectureship, are held by whites. The Philosophy lectureship is
held by Mr. Adam Small (he is Coloured), who happens to be
studying at Oxford at the moment. In his absence one Springbok (South African sporting hero) has been invited to deputise
for him, and there is every likelihood that the Springbok might
stop deputising and assume full- time lectureship.
The staff is conveniently drawn from the Pretoria University,
University of the Orange Free State, and Stellenbosch University
complex, ex~el't one or two stray Nats from Rhodes or V.C.T.,

that the University College of the
Western Cape has been instituted so as to train leaders for the
Coloured community of South Africa. When we speak of
leaders we do not think only of political leaders, but we think
also of leaders in all spheres of our social matrix. The academic
side of this issue is perhaps being met to an extent at the
University College of the Western Cape, but the practical side,
that is a means whereby a man equipped academically for a
certain skill or profession, is sadly wanting. The reason for this
also accounts for the dullness of student life at the University
of the Western Cape outside the lecture room. There is nothing
that interests or stimulates creative thinking among the students
outside the lecture rooms, except the Friday extension lectures
where the students are shown pictures selected by the authorities
to suit the authoritarian taste.
IT HAS ALSO BEEN ASSERTED

why is life down at Bush outside
the lecture room dull? The reason for this dullness can be
attributed to the non-existence of a Students' Representative
Council on the campus. Besides the University College of the
Western C'ape one or two other tribal colleges, which are likewise the symbols of apartheid, are also without Students'
Representative Councils. In any university worth the name the
S.R.C. is an indispensable necessity.

THE QUESTION NOW ARISES:
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It is through an S.R.C. that all forms of student activity can
be canalised and given direction. It is a supreme organ by
means of which all student tastes can be given expression. It
indeed takes care of all the interests of the students. Down at
Bush there is a rugby club, Soccer club, a tennis club and
Students' Christian Association. These function in loose threads
in the absence of a uniting forc~ in the nature of an S.R.C.;
hence their function and organisation is often chaotic.
The absence of an S.R.C. is also responsible for the absence
of a students' magazine. A students' magazine cannot be
divorced from any institution of learning, let alone a university.
There are poets and writers by the dozen at V.C.W.C. who may
not realise their potentialities. These can only find expression
in a students' magazine; and this would allow the entire public
to share and enjoy the ideas of these budding poets and writers.
that when this college opened in 1960 there
was an S.R.C., the life span of which was cut short by the
Rector. The reason for the murder of this S.R.C. was that the
S.R.C. once organised a function which received unanimous
support from the authorities, the students and the public: but
when preliminary seating arrangements for the function were
to be effected the Rector insisted that the front seats be reserved
for ·the white lecturers and white visitors. The S.R.C. and the
entire student body was opposed to this; and the S.R.C. members felt that as the organisers· of this function it was their duty,
and their duty alone, to arrange seating as they wished. When
the Rector refused to relent to the S.R.C.'s demands, slogans
lampooning the Rector's stand were seen on the campus on the
days preceding the function. There was even a threat of boycotting the function by the students. Whether the function was
a success, if it did take place at all, is not clear; but what is
clear is that the Rector and his staff were shocked by the unity
of the students, and immediately a regulation came from the
Rector's office stating that no S.R.C. shall function without
being headed or supervised by the Rector or one of the staff
members. The S.R.C. viewed this attitude with contempt and
decided to resign en bloc. The Rector, mindful of the earlier
unity of the students, and apprehensive of what might follow
should he decide to punish the recalcitrant S.R.C. members,
decided by shrewd and subtle methods to eliminate them (the
S.R.C. members) from the campus. Those among the students
who were known either to be friendly or to sympathise with
the stand of the recalcitrants were victimised inthe same manner.
In any authoritarian government, it is not uncommon to see
petty officials overstep the stipulation of the state law by
manufacturing their own laws to victimise and jeopardise the
position of those they regard as a threat to their interests,
regardless of what the issue at stake is. The _Rector's actions
should be seen in this light: he is a government man and a
Broederbonder. His attitude to the S.R.C. issue was a fatal
blow to the earlier unity of the naive students. The different
categories of students on the campus were born of this harsh
treatment of the members of the defunct S.R.C. The progressive students were disillusioned and became the more opposed
to everything that smacked of government manipulation. They
recoiled, and could only speak their minds over the set-up in
IT HAS BEEN SAID

the country to those they regarded as friends. A solemn hush
reigned over the campus. Many students adopted a laissezfaire attitude towards everything on the campus.
THIS PERIOD MARKED THE EMERGENCE of the spies on the
campus. Many students with latent pro-government proclivities
made hasty moves to fraternise with the staunchest of Nats
among the staff members, lest they should be overtaken by the
victimisation machinery. This, seen in its proper p~rspective,
is the same thing that one sees among some lily-livered politicians who start off as ardent government opponents only to stab
their fellows in the back from fear of the government dragnet,
by becoming government informers. The students who were
out on a fraternisation capaign with some staff members soon
found their way into the Rector's office; and by virtue of being
students they managed to penetrate all the meetings which were
held by students and some interested outsiders outside the
campus. After every such meeting a few students would be
called to the Rector's office and given strong warnings about
their attendance at such meetings, and some would even be
surreptiously victimised. It did not take long for the students
and the public to know who the sell-outs were. One of them
was even given a hiding by ·some outsiders in Bellville. It is
only small-mindedness and blindness to reality that makes some
people spy on those who try in their own small world to better
the position of the group. History has taught us what usually
becomes of spies once a government falls, and the spies and
informers in our land will in time reap the fruits of treachery.
The victimisation of the S.R.C. members had created an
interregnum on the campus; and for a while resuscitation of the
S.R.C. became a feared topic on the campus. The students felt
that since the Rector has assumed such vast powers in controlling of any student activity which he thinks may disturb his
neck, the position of an S.R.C. member would be unpleasant
and far from auspicious; and the Bush College has thus been
without an S.R.C. for the past thre and a half years in its four
years of existence. Late last year some senior students had an
informal meeting to discuss the possibility of forming an S.R.C.
This meeting was an eye-opener to the S.R.C.-formation-idea
group, because there was a small group of hard-core progressives who asserted that "we are at Bush under protest", aQd
dismissed the S.R.C. formation idea categorically. There was
also a moderately progressive group which explained that, when
the formal meeting has to be called to discuss the S.R.C. question, the college administration will have to grant permission
for the convening of such a meeting, and the Rector with some
staff members would insist on being present at the meeting
regardless of student opinion with regard· to the presence of
authorities at this meeting. The moderate progressives were,
however, opposed to this, since they felt that the S.R.C. question
was expressly a student affair; and as such the presence of any
authority at this meeting would mean violation of the inalienable right of the students (discussion of student matters without
interference from the authorities). The fathers of the S.R.C.
formation idea, who had been coerced into accepting the
Rector's presence in all student meetings by their nescience in
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their basic rights as students, were gagged by the progressive
stand on the S.R.C. issue till the end of the year. The fact that
after this meeting those who advocated the formation of an
S.R.C. never spoke of it any more makes clear their opportunistic designs. They felt that since they were seniors they
had to make names for themselves as the founders of an S.R.C.
down at Bush. Lack of a penetrating vision on. their part made
them unaware of the difficulties they would have to face In a
dummy S.R.C. They thought they would become heroes in the
eyes of the authorities and some naive students by being
founders of an S.R.C. headed by the Rector or some staff
member.
Small groups of students walking around the campus or
sitting in the cafeteria have been heard to discuss the pros and
cons of the necessity of an S.R.C. down at Bush. The same
discussion groups have been characterised by the seriousness
with which, they view the whole question of student activity
which is being hampered by the absence of an S.R.C. on the
campus. The hard-core progressives are still sold on the idea
of opposing anything along the lines of an S.R.C. formation.
They argue that it is a question of principle involved .in this
S.R.C. question. The authorities will never. go back on their
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principles. Even if there should be a change .of heart on the
part of the authorities, this should only be seen as duplicity, if
not hypocracy. They feel that any student that serves under
an S.R.C. formed on account of the pressure applied by the
student body, to force the authorities to abandon their stand,
would only be creating a noose to hang himself. They have no
confidence in the authorities, and they feel that the only S.R.C.
that can function down at Bush is the one sponsored by the
Rector or a man of his choice.
The moderate progressives have been the most active with
regard to the whole S.R.C. question. They argue that the
students must take united action to force the authorities not to
meddle in student affairs. They tried to put this into action by
stating that they should constitute themselves into a small
committee of nine or so, which committee would be called the
Preparatory Committee for the discussion of the possibility of
forming an S.R.C. Notices calling a meeting would be circulated around the campus, and about a 100 or so signatures of
students would be attached to these notices. On the day of the
meeting one of the committee members would ask the house to
elect its chairman. The chairman would then convene with
one. or two members of the' committee to draw up an agenda
and to be told what to say in his opening remarks. After his
opening remarks the chairman would read the agenda to the
house and declare the meeting open. If the meetings should go
on for too long the chairman would ask the house to vote for
the date of the next meeting, for the election of the S.R.C.
members. On this day a constitution would be drawn up for
the S.R.C., and the students would declare that all their interests
and activities on the campus should be guarded and guided by
the S.R.C.; they would also go on to state their stand for
academic freedom and the other freedoms of student life. They
would further declare that the victimisation of the S.R.C.
members would mean automatic, simultaneous and immediate
stay-away from lectures by all students.
This trend of thinking semed to be too rash, belligerent and
severe to some lily-livered students and many became cautious
in supporting it. . They wanted to see who and who were
supporting it. Some hard-core progressives supported this idea
vigorously, but others regarded it as outright pipe-dreaming.
There was even talk of brooking no neutrality on this issue.
. It was either that one supported it or opposed it.
Things seem to happen very fast these days. Before the
scheme could be launched some students invited two or three
students from U.C.T. to come and address the students on the
necessity of an S.R.C. Nothing tangible came of this meeting,
because the S.R.C. question down at Bush is purely a problem
for the student there, and he alone with courage and determination can solve it. This does not mean that outside help is not
needed. The Bush students very much need the guidance and
advice of students from other universities; but no amount of
talking from outside can bring about a change unless the Bush
students are prepared to help themselves. However, the
presence of the V.C.T. students was heartening.
Just about this time there was talk of forming an N.U.S.A.S.
branch at the University College of the Western Cape. The
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president of N.U.S.A.S. visited the Bush campus in this regard.
only to be led out by police before meeting any students there.
The bid for the establishment of an N.U.S.A.S. branch at Bush
is as old as the college itself, and all attempts were of no avail.
A few students at Bush fraternised with some N.U.S.A.S. mem·bers from U.C.T.; and one or two were' subsequently asked to
try to establish an N.U.S.A.S. branch at Bush, but did nothing
effective in this regard. It became apparent that their fraternisation campaign was merely for the satisfaction of a social
need on their -pan. This proved to be a quest for popularity
among white students. There was no determination or singleness of purpose in them as regards establishment of an
N.U.S.A.S. branch at Bush. It is funny how some nonwhites
think a heaven of themselves by being known· by whites, and in
·the same breath it is sad to see· how certain -whites ·-think
·humanists of themselves by chatting -or shaking hands with a
few nonwhites. Perhaps it is a malady of our time; to be
unable to live with oneself.
Time was fast running out and the winter vacation was in
s~ght and the Preparatory Committee was..not prepared to
shelve its scheme for later. A shattering blow, which caused
the Preparatory Committee to halt the launching of its scheme.

c-ame when some senior students asked the Rector to allow
them to stage a post-graduation function in the cafeteria. The
Rector told these students to form themselves. into a committee,
under his auspices, to run the function, and after the function
to become the automatic S.R.C. of the college. This most
unfriendly suggestion forced the students concerned to abandon
the idea of· the function. What was most disconcerting and
harrowing was to see how little the Rector cared for student
opinion on the campus~. No S.R.C. can be formed without a
mandate from the students. It is a purely student affair; and
the students have to elect those they feel can lead them ably to
form an S.R.C.
.It was now time for the half -yearly examinations, and the
students were settling down to -hard swotting and the S.R.C.
question passed off the scene. . What measures are to be taken
in this regard still remains to be seen. This report has been
written to summon public opinion and interest on the plight of
the student down at Bush. No student can be divorced or can
divorce himself from the entire public. Therefore, the lot of
the student at U.C.W.C. is, in a word, the lot of the entire South
African public. We call on the public to watch, enquire into
and do something effective about the goings-on down at Bush.

2
COMMENT

Separate and
unequal libraries

FOR AN AFRICAN KEEN ON STUDIES lack of
an adequate library service is one of the
major stumbling blocks. In all muniCIpal
areas, let alone in country places. there is
a shortage of libraries for Africans. Yet
whites are provided with large libraries
through which they can order any book
they need. It is only by borrowing from
and exploiting a white friend that the
African manages to get the book he needs.
Of course, it is from a small number of
rational whites that one gets the right
book.

In a Pretoria location where I stayed
some time back the only thing that could
pass for ·a -library was a local mission
library. Besides this. the only other thing
approaching a library that I have known
during my stay there was a shifting, poor
affair that hardly could house in one
street for a season-a struggling adventure

-

by some far-sighted and diligent residents.
And then in any case one finds that any
such library is hardly known except to a
few exceptional devotees to studies. This
was in a freehold location, and perhaps
the municipality would not trouble to aid
a society not directly under it?
A look at any of the new municipal
locations while growing will show that
library service is not considered of much
importance. The municipality concerned
will furnish first those institutions that
have little to do with developing mental
skills. Among the earliest plans will be
accommodation for sporting grounds, beer
halls, all of which make for physical
development and leisure. These amenities,
though desired, should not be primary in
a State faced with the need for social
reform. Though schools and churches
are provided, these schools teach their
creeds to their particular class of people
and end there. A public library will be
slow in coming, and then it will be too
small. for the community it serves.
too ready to
put forward figures---{)ften inaccuratewhen we search for truths. In this case
statistics will probably show that the

BUT THEN WE ARE ALWAYS
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number of Africans using libraries is'
small. That in a community served by
one library a large percentage of the
people never use the library. Only an
inefficient government will glory in the
ignorance of a large section of its subjects.
Ignorance does not justify the negligence.
1t only is a result of the negligence.. It is
not a society characteristic. It is a
malady. If the majority of Africans have
not had a chance or encouragement to
better their learning under the present
form of administration, then the administration does not offer any progress.
Every nation is born with certain skills
and talents. These need large, open
schools and libraries to refine and enlarge.
Perhaps all this is in keeping with the
policy of the Department of Bantu
Adminisration and Development, that
believes in and works for perpetuation of
ignorance among Africans.
Yet the
African nation is in a process of reconstruction. And a nation thus engaged
needs all the ideological direction that.
one finds in a well-stocked library. In
the absence of one, this only means that
ideological direction is not expected to
come from the reconstructing nation, in
this case the African, but from the ruling
overlord. the Department of B.A.D. C.M.

John Clare

The Historian in Tropical Africa, edited by
Vansina, Mauny and Thomas (London, Oxford
University Press, 45s.).

of this collection of papers describe it as a review of the existing knowledge
of the pre-Colonial histories of tropical African
countries and a consideration of the methods
and problems of research.
The book is a comprehensive review of the
proceedings of the Fourth International African
Semonar held at the University of Dakar in
1961 and was made possible-as was the
Seminar-by grants from the Ford Foundation.
One thread which runs through all the studies
is an emphasis on the great mass of research
that remains to be done-and the lack of funds
to finance it.
The editors believe' that one of the urgent
tasks of the young independent states is to,
recover their own history and to reconsider it
as somethinOg more than merely the history of
European interaction with and influence upon
African peoples.

THE EDITORS

to have a definite
political function and thus we have one of the
conrtibutors drawing a distinction between the
scientific conception of history which aims at
an objective portrayal of the past, and the
popular conception which. he notes, has in
Africa more emotional force and dramatic
quality.
Another writer on the same theme, after
noting the difficulties involved in interpreting
the (few) facts available, warns that people
HISTORY THEREFORE COMES

seek to reconstruct the past to explain the
present.
He points out that Colonialism did little to
foster interest in the past of the subject peoples
and that with the awakening interest in the
subject on the part of the newl y independent
states it is necessary to guard against the
opposite tendency to use African history as the
rationalisation of myth-a tendency aptly
described elsewhere as Hpassionate history".
One essay, incidentally, provides a fascinating illustration of the use of myth to ju~tify
the deep cleavages of wealth~ power, privileges
and right which characterises the social and
political systems of Rwanda.
Bearing in mind recent events in that country
one finds a startling parallel with current South
Afric~n mythology.
Thus five principal themes appear .in the
Rwanda myths of origin: (1) the heavenly
origin of the Tuutsi who are members of the
dominant caste; (2) the fundamental and
Hnatural" differences existing between the
castes; (3) the Tuutsi have brought with them
a superior form of civilization and the Hutu
and the Twa (inferior castes) are automatically
placed at their service; (4) there are divine
sanctions against those who rebel against the
regime. and (5) the king is divinely appointed
by God. The myths are used to sanctify an
inegalitarian ideology.
To return to the problem of interpretation,
there is an interesting study by Mr. B. E. Ogot
on Kingship and Statelessness Among the
Ni/otes in which he shows that the prejudices
of European historians have led them to evolve
a Jallacious theory that assumes a positive
correlation between the amount of Hamitic
blood in a people's veins and the degree of
their political' evolution.
the theory what little culture
the Negro in East Africa possessed before the
advent of the Moslem Arab and the Christian
white was due entirely to the civilising influence
of ancient Egypt and was imported to East
Africa by the Hamites.
Such a denial of any form of indigenous
culture clearly calls for a bit of passionate
reinterpretation.
Though the studies included in the book
range through all the countries of tropical
Africa, it is important to note that they r"present a review of existing knowledge only in
certain highly specialised fields and that the
whole in no way compares with the broad
surveys of say, Basil Davidson.
In spite of (because of?) this specialisation
it quickly becomes clear that knowledge of the
ethnic and political regions of tropical Africa
is fragmentary.
The contributors, of course. are the first to
admit this and thus Mr. Jack Goody, for
example. at the conclusion of his essay on "The
Mande and the Akan hinterland" notes with a
quiet desperation the "need for a great deal
more field work".
"Only then," he continues, "will we be able
to fill our maps with towns instead of
elephants."
THUS IN TERMS OF

e
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To the Editors
Caneville not Progressive
SIR-John Clare, in his review of CanevilleThe Social Structure of a South African Town
by Pierre L. van den Berghe, in your issue of
June 6th, 1964, makes a startling and completely unfounded statement that what the
Company has done in Caneville "they have
done [it] adhering strictly to Progressive Party
policy".
How ludicrous this statement is, w')uld
appear from the following few extracts taken
at random from the book:
"The Caneville political system can best be
described as paternalistic, or . . . a benevolent dictatorship." (p. 66).
Published by

"Government by consultation with appointed representation by racial group is the
political side of the theory ..." (p. 76).
"The Company's power structure is typical
of a modern business bureaucracy, with the
added element of the rigid South African
colour- bar in employment ... the system is
intended to maintain White supremacy."
(pp. 79, 80).
"Opportunities are largely determined by
skin colour, not by merit." (p. 138).
"Facilities are not only segregated but they
are markedly unequal." (pp. 197, 198).
For the benefit of Mr. John Clare and
readers who were possibly misled by his statements, I want to point out that Progressive
Party policy is very clear and very definite on
all these maHers.
Franchise: It offers the franchise on an equal
basis to members of all races, voters being
registered on a COlnnlon roll for the purpose of
electing members of Parliament, and Parliament being open to all races.
Economic Policy: The Party would repeal all
artificial racial restrictions on the buying or

hiring of land and premises in the interest of
allowing free play to individual initiative and
enterprise; it would repeal pass laws and influx
control; it would scrap the industrial colourbar which excludes individuals from skilled or
semi - skilled occupations on racial grounds.
Social Policy: Under Party policy the authorities will see to it that adequate facilit~es are
available to all race groups, both on a separate
and an "open" basis. These would be provided
on the basis of scrupulous fairness to all
groups concerned and equality in meeting their
respective needs.
Education: The Progressive Party's objectIve is
compulsory education for all up to Standard
VI as soon as possible, no distinction being
made in the type of education avaaable for the
different racial groups.
Under Progressive Party policy the political,
economic and social situation as described in
Can-evil/e, can most definitely not exist.
-JAN BOTHA, National Public Relatio:ls Secretary.
/07 Dumbarton House, Church Street, Cape
Town.
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