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UNTIL GHANA WON ITS FREEDOM less than 
10 years ago, the reactionaries wasted their 
patronising rhetoric arguing that Africa had 
no past. Now the cynics predict that Africa 
will have no future. Basil Davidson is one 
of the few honest writers about Africa who, 
over the past ten years, has examined the 
problems of the African renaissance;:calmly, 
shrewdly and sympathetically, neither white
washing faults nor exaggerating difficulties. 

Davidson's historical studies of Africa 
have been matched by his sharp observation 
of contemporary events in his Report on 
South Africa. Now in Which Way Africa?, 
an addition to the valuable Penguin African 
Library, he takes us into the future, into 
"the search for a new society". Yet he 
does not ignore the historical roots of the 
African struggle for freedom. The efforts 
of Africans to shake off the dead hand of 
colonialism and slavery over the past cen
turies, are direct antecedents of their modern 
struggles. Davidson's first three chapters 

lucidly re-assess the historical background 
of modern Africa. 

In his chapter "The African Ground
work", Davidson sketches the successful 
development of Africa until r.ecent times: 
this development was both technical (in 
farming, metal working, mining, herbal 
medicine and art), and social (in political 
organisation, ideas of law and justice, reli
gion and metaphysics). He warns that "it 
is easy to exaggerate the apparent stagna
tion of 'tribal Africa'." It is indeed amazing 
that despite often most hostile environments, 
a wide range of successful social systems 
developed in Africa, as' sophisticated as 
those of their contemporary Europe. Do 
not sneer, Davidson might have . told us. 
When the "civilised" peoples of Europe in 
the Middle Ages (and later) were slaughter
ing one another in a series of religious and 
dynastic wars, in Africa there were large, 
settled and peaceable states. 

THERE HAS ALWAYS BEEN a substantial two
way traffic in ideas between Africa and the 
rest of the world,but "The .Foreign Con
tribution" became a decisive and disruptive 
force only in colonial times. "Contrary to 
the claims of its prophets, colonial rule did 
not 'civilise' Africa, or modernise Africa in 
any meaningful sense of the word", in fact, 
the central characteristic of colonialism was 
the ruthless exploitation of Africa-its penple 
and its material resources. The "crumbs 
of educational and social enlightment" 
usually came only after relentless agitation 
by Africans, and the "crumbs" are still 
distributed as meagrely as possible in those 
countries where Africans are still subjected 
to . alien rule. 

Involvement with Europe brought modern 

I A F RI CAN A I 
Send contributions to Africana, P.O. Box 
2068, Cape Town. One Prize of RI will 
be awarded for the best item each 
month, and two additional prizes of 50c 

each. 

• Sir,-I would like to have the opinion 
of other White South Africans on the way 
they feel on being called "baas" by non
Whites. 

I prefer to be referred to as "sir" 
(meneer) when a non-White speaks to 
me ... - The Star, Johannesburg. [L.H.] 

• We subsequently intimated our wish to 
invite another eminent scholar, a professor 
in one of the largest and most famous 
American universities, to whom the above 
objections could not apply, although he is 
an American Negro ... 
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Nevertheless, he has been refused a visa. 
The Minister of the Interior has explained 
that while the fact that he is an American 
Negro does not disqualify ~im from visiting 
the Republic, it has to be borne in mind 
that there is a possibility, remote as it 
may be, of him bec~ming involved in an 
incident whilst in the Republic and this 
is a risk that we cannot afford. South 
Africa is on good terms with the United 
States of America and we have to guard 
against anything that may impair our 
friendly relations. - Cape Times. 

- Cape Times. 

• VOORTREKKER MONUMENT 
Visiting Hours: 9-5 p.m. 

Sundays and Christmas Day: 2-5 p.m. 
Tuesday (excepting holidays) CLOSED 
Tuesdays for non-Europeans: 8.30-12 

- Pretoria Publicity Association [A.H.] 

technology, and though this would ulti
mately have destroyed the bases of tribal 
society ( as it did in Europe), when coupled 
with the monstrous "involvement" of · the 
slave trade, partition and colonisation, the 
speedy dissolution · of the traditional systems 
of government was accelerated. Davidson 
'seems to imply that colonisation was bene
ficial in bringing modern technology; it was 
evil in its cavalier and cynical waste, exploi
tation and the degradation of the subject 
peoples. 

And now "nationalism" is the key con
cept in African social and political affairs. 
"Key ideas" and "political springboards" 
are discussed in two chapters. African 
Nationalism: "the simple and straight
forward demand for equality of rights"; 
the positive message of · Pan-Africanism, 
that "nearly all of Africa . . . shared the 
same basic problems"; the African Person
ality, which asserts the "basic unity within 
the countless diversities of African life", are 
all part of an overall growing consensus in 
Africa about the need for restoring unity 
to an Africa riven by colonialism. This 
is not "the groundwork for racialist obscu
rantism but '. . . a means of preaching 
humanist unity". 

DAVIDSON QUOTES Aime Cesaire: "For it is 
not true that all the work of man is finished/ 
that we have nothing more to do in the 
world." Modern African resistance to colo
nialism ~as consistently demanded that with 
the material benefits of technology must be \ 
mingled the spiritual ones of humanitY. 
Africa's arrival to the company of modern 
states brings with it_humanistic values that 
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• For the Selective. (We are Europeans 
only.) Walk-In Dry Cleaners, 17 Northvaal 
Arcade, 227 Vermeulen Stre.et. One-day 
Service. - Rand Daily Mail. [G.B.] 

• "I made good speeches on a soap-box in 
Hyde Park and not-so-good speeches in Par
liament," he said. He had been in jail: "I 
was a political prisoner for less than 90 
days." (Laughter.) 

- Cape Argus, quoting the State Presi
dent, Mr. C. R. Swart, in an after-dinner 
speech to University of Cape Town students. 
(E.S.) 

• Several White waitresses who were hired 
to serve at a diplomatic reception in Johan
nesburg yesterday, walked out when they 
discovered that it was multi-racial, with 
many Africans and Indians among the 
guests. 

The catering manager said: 
"No action can, or will be taken against 

these women. I had not heard of the 
incident. I received a telephone call during 
the reception simply to tell me that all was 
well. 

"These are hazards we experience." 
- Rand Daily Mail. [E.P.] 
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