
RIGHT: Chief Hosea Kutako. . 
BELOW: An official demonstrates et~l1lc 
grouping in Windhoek's new locatIon 
BOTTOM RIGHT: Contrasts in the old 
Location: Victorian stateliness and a 
tin pondokkie. 

"LOCK 'EM UP in cages and let 'em 
out to work" has long been regarded 
with nostalgia · by Whites. in South 
Africa as the perfect but (alas) impos
siblesolution to the so-called "native 
problem". . 

According to the theory of aerody
namics the bee cannot possibly fly. but 
the bee, being ignorant of the theory, 
goes right ahead and flies anyway. 

As with the bee so with Windhoek, 
administrative capital of South West 
Africa, which, being out of the main 
stream of White political thought, 
knows nothing of the impossibility of 
the cage theory of apartheid and has 
gone right ahead and applied it any
way. 

Windhoek at night is uncanny. In a 
country where 85 per cent of the people 
are black, there is not a black face to 
be seen in the streets after dark. Apart
heid here is more rigidly applied than 
anywhere even in South Africa. 

AFTER I WAS ARRESTED for allegedly en
tering a restricted area without a permit, 
members of the Special Branch who 
qoestioned me were primarily concer
ned to know what I was doing talking 
to "bloody natives". On the three or 
four occasions when I (White) stopped 
in Windhoek's main street to talk to 
African leaders, · Whites . walking by 
stopped and turned their heads and 
glared at me with a horror and hatred 
I have never before experienced in the 
Republic. 

Pride of Windhoek is the new R2 
million State Hospital. Not merely is 
it only for Whites, but non-Whites are 
simply not allowed on the premises
not even to scrub the floors or clean 
the lavatories. 

Every African in Windhoek who 
does not qualify for permanent resi
dence is classed as a migrant labourer. 
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He must live in a compound which 
looks from the outside like a concentra
tion camp and is twice as impregnable. 
The windows of the long, low dormito
ries are barred and glass is embedded 
in the connecting walls. Women are 

. not allowed in. Each compound holds 
500 men each of whom is working out 
a contract of a minimum period of 
twelve months and a maximum period 
of eighteen. 

When a man has completed his con
tract he must return to his "homeland" 
before taking another job. 

But if the Whites in Windhoek have 
the floating popUlation right under their 
thumb they by no means have it all 
their own way with the permanent 
residents. 

Seven years ago they built Katutura, 
a new African township five miles out 
of town and well out' of sight. For 
seven years they have tried to persu~de 
the inhabitants of the Old Location, 
f ' 

situated on a hill above the town in the 
best residential area of WindhOeK, t.o 
move from their tin-shanty slum to thls 
much-vaunted new, modem township. 
And now, seven years later, Katutura 
is a ghost town with 800 houses that 
have never been occupied. . 

And here is the rock on whlch the. 
Odendaal report will flounder.. The 
Commission recommends that m t~e 
interests of tidying up the apartheld 
map 100,000 Africans "be persuaded 
to move". 

It is a fantastic undertaking by any 
standards. But when one considers 
firstly that for seven years the Govern
ment has failed to "persuade" a mere 
6s000 in Windhoek to move five miles, 
and secondly that to Africans the move 
represents a great leap backward into 
the oblivion of apartheid, the pr~spe~ts 
of its succeeding are extraordmanly 
bleak. 

This defiance has naturally enraged 
the authorities but South West Africa 
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is an International Territory and so 
long as it remains the scene of a global 
tug of war. the Government will be 
wary of precipitating trouble. 

LEADING THE BOYCOTT of the new town
ship is 95-year-old Chief Hosea Kutako 
head of the proud. 35.000-strong 
Herero nation. His face scarred by a 
German bullet 60 years ago. the Chief 
told me: "I am a man who wants 
peace. I do not want war and blood
shed." And when a Herero talks of 
war and bloodshed he knows what 
these things mean. 

When the Hereros rebelled against 
the Germans in 1904 the German com
mander, Von Trotha. signed what was 
called the extermination order. Fifty
nine thousand Herero men. women and 
children were slaughtered. And the 
women pledged they would bear no 
more children while the Germans ruled 
in South West. 

Now with this same proud spirit of 
grim defiance. the Hereros have totally 
rejected the Odendaal Commission. 
Chief Kutako told me he would have 
nothing to do with it. He rejected the 
Commission's allegation that inter-tri
bal friction in South West was such 
that one-man-one-vote would inevitably 
lead to Congo-like chaos. 

"Everyone here can live peacefully 
side by side," he said. "and I include 
the Germans and the Jews and the 
English and the Afrikaners." 

The aged Chief went on to tell me 
of how he has struggled for freedom 
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for his people and appealed over and 
over again to the United Nations for 
assistance "until I have become an old 
man". 

But. whereas he could say this with
out any bitterness. there were young 
politicians in Windhoek who told me . 
that the United Nations would never 
help them and that the time had come 
to look "elsewhere ... and so they 
asked me about Chou En Lai's recent 
visit to Africa. 

A PROMINENT WHITE LIBERAL in 
Windhoek who has made a life-long 
study of the workings of the U.N. told 
me that the case at the World Court 
where Liberia and Ethiopia are charg
ing South Africa with failing to fulfil 
the terms of its mandate would drag 
on for another "two or three years". 
He said he was convinced that the deci
sion would eventually be adverse to 
South Africa and that this would then 
be a basis for action which the world 
powers would no longer be able to 
ignore. 

But there are African politicians in 
Wiftdhoek who will not wait two or 
three years. They demand "freedom 
now". and they are deadly serious. 

But there is a split . in the African 
political front which may well be fatal 
in a country as vast. as empty and as 
short of political talent as South West 
Africa. 

On the one hand the young. embit-

tered leaders of the two pohtlcal par
ties of any significance. SW APO and 
SWANU. have joined in an uneasy 
federation. Against them is ranged 
the greater stability of the Chief's 
Council of the Hereros with close links 
with the Basters and the Namas. 

The leaders of the political federa
tion are impatient of the Council's 
moderation and accuse it of striving 
to perpetuate a hide-bound and fossi
lised tribal tradition. The Council. on 
the other hand. points out with some 
truth that the politicians have no money 
and can therefore do nothing, The 
Council has appealed to them to sup
port the National Convention they will 
hold shortly which has as its object 
the formation of a single party united 
in its opposition to the apartheid poli
cies of the Government. 

But if the Africans are .divided. the 
reaction of Whites to Oderidaal has 
been as unanimous as it was predict
able. Though many may have to give 
up the farms they have built up over 
the years. they are convinced that 
White survival depends upon it and no 
sacrifice is too great for the cause. 

The reaction is interesting as an 
indication of the real purpose of the 
Odendaal report. African politicians 
believe it is designed to secure not 
merely White survival but perpetual 
White supremacy too 

And this. make no mistake. they will 
fight. • 
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