
The best South 

Africa can do 

John Clare 

Caneville - The Social Structure of a 
South African Town, by PIERRE L. VAN 
DEN BERGHE. (Wesleyan University 
Press.) S.A. price R5.95. 

OF COURSE CRITICISM OF APARTHIED at its 
worst can always be discounted on the 
grounds that the various disabilities will · 
disappear with the full realisation of the 
Vision. But say (incredibly) somewhere in 
South Africa that dream had become a 
unique reality. Here then, at last, would be 
"real apartheid", no longer an abstract 
hypothesis but a concrete and observable 
fact. As a fiction you found it an illusive, 
slippery thing. There were so many impon
derables. If the author found himself in a 
corner, he would simply invent another set 
of characters, another situation. It was a 
Protean thing; you could never pin it down. 

Caneville is the fictitious name of a small 
sugar town on the coast of Natal. There, 
during the 1930's, the Company which owns 
the estate initiated the "Caneville experi
ment". Its aim was to create "a perfect 
sugar undertaking in an ideal, multi-racial 
community". The Company hopes that "the 
story of Caneville may be of use in promot
ing similar co-operation between the races, 
not only in Africa but throughout the 
world." 

Mr. Van den Berghe, now associate pro
fessor of sociology at the State University 
of New York, lived in the town for six 
months and has produced what he believes 
to be the first sociological analysis of a 
South African community. 

What is so incredible is that not only has 
the Company done in Caneville what the 
Nationalists have only achieved in their 
wildest dreams, but they have done it 
adhering strictly to Progressive Party prin
ciples. Here is South Africa at its best 
and Mr. Van den Berghe's conclusion is that 
"the disequilibrium in the social structure 
is . rapidly increasing in a way which, I 
believe, makes revolution unavoidable" 

CANEVILLE IS AT ONCE the perfect example 
of both a modern company town and. a 
15th-century feudal estate. Everyone in 
Caneville who doesn't work for the Com
pany is engaged in servicing thost: wh<;, do. 
The community is ruled by a. tnumvlfa~e. 
President of the Company, pnme theonst 
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of the Experiment and the "ruling mon
arch"· is Donald Sherwood (the names are 
fictitious). He lives in "regal isolation in 
a large mansion on top of a hill surrounded 
by a large park" and is an admirer of 
Nietzschtr. Rarely seen at public functions, 
he plays th~ role of · the distant but bene
volent monarch and though he takes an 
active part in the management of the Com
pany, he "diverts the direct hostility from 
himself" by delegating his power over the 
town to Thomas Whitehead. Whitehead is 
vice-president, mayor of the town and "his 
majesty's" trusted First Minister. He is 
the man of action "who implements the 
policy in the township and who in the 
process bears the brunt of people's critic
isms". He lives in a neighbouring town, 
not in Caneville, owns no property in Cane
ville, and hence is .an outsider. Sherwood's 
son Reginald (affectionately known as "Mr. 
Reg") completes the triumvirate. He is the 
easily approachable, sympathetic person who 
listens to people's troubles. 

THE POLITICAL SYSTEM of the town is one 
of benevolent despotism based on a certain 
philosophy of racial discrimination· which 
the Company calls "aggregation". The 
theme is best illustrated by quotation from 
Sherwood. himself: 

"I think you will agree that the vast 
majority of these people know nothing 
whatsoever about democracy. Perhaps not 
the vast majority but certainly the majo
rity are unable to read or write. Would 
not the inevitable result of applying the 
democratic principle be that the Indians 
of this district would be represented by 

Pierre L. van den Berghe 

a demagogue who stood on a box and 
talked communism?" 

and again; 
"I . see .no merit in egalitarianism; but 

I beheve ID government by discussion and 
for that purpose I am prepared to accept 
any person, irrespective of race, colour, 
creed or sex, on the grounds of excellence 
alone." 

Finally; 
"Before this government came into 

po,,:er, there was friendly separation on 
a give-and-take basis here in Caneville. 
That's the way people like it. Each wants 
to associate with his own people who 
have the same outlook . . . But . before 
the Nationalist Government it was not 

. rigid. I believe that Progressive Party 
has the right approach. The Liberal 
Party would throw the country · into 
chaos." . 
.In pract!ce, sars Mr. yan den Berghe, 

thiS expenment in an "Ideal multi-racial 
community" has "presented the Natitlnalists 
with a blue-print of apartheid several years 
before they came into office and before 
the very word 'apartheid' was coined". 

"Aggregation" is characterised in practiCe 
by job reservation, residential segregation 
and separate and unequal facilities. That 
all this is "voluntary" of course, is demon
strated by the fact that government is "by 
consultation wjth appointed representation 
by racial groups". The system, according 
to Whitehead himself, is designed to main
tain White supremacy. 

"By granting non-European representation 
on the Council," says Mr. Van den Berghe, 
"the fiction of government by consultation 
and direct representation can be maintained, 
while in no way endangering the power 
monopoly of the Company." 

FAMILY HOUSING AND GOOD MEDICAL care 
are provided by the Company which main
tains that "Our workers are happy here" 
and "You have never seen a happier bunch 
of Natives". But, says Mr. Van den Berghe, 
"One may safely conclude that 90 per cent. 
of the Africans and 60 per cent. of the 
Indians in Caneville live in such poverty 
as to make adequate diet impossible . . . 
of all the single. sources of ailment in Cane
ville, malnutrition comes second highest". 

The book's implications are enormous 
and if it has anyone single "message", it 
is that paternalism, if it is to work, implies 
the acceptance of inferior status by the 
servile group. Where this acceptance is 
absent, as it is in Caneville and . as it is in 
the rest of South Africa, discrimination in 
any form and under any guise will continue 
to bear within itself the seeds of its own 
destruction. 

Mr. Van den Berghe concludes that not 
only has the breaking point been almost 
reached but that the possibility of an order
ly, gradual reversal of the vicious circle 
has disappeared. "Change will probably 
have to be revolutionary. The main ques
tions are how bloody, long-drawn, and 
violent that revolution will be, and whether 
it will be liberal or socialist, racialist or 
non-racialist. The answer depend in part 
on how soon it will occur." • 
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on the books again." "Tell me" I said 
"how did you manage to buy your 
instruments?" He smiled sheepishly. 
"The first instrument I ever bought was 
the pennywhistle. I stole my mother's 
grocery money. The money I earned 
from shows with the pennywhistle, from 
playing in front of the big blocks of 

, fiats in Johannesburg's White suburbs 
and from pennywhistle recordings of 
popular African tunes helped me to buy 
the instruments I played after that until 
now I have this alto. which isn't paid 
for yet." 

AT THE JAZZ MECCA, where the group 
Bunny plays in - the Jazz Disciples, 
Tete Mbambiso. the group's pianist
composer-arranger. was sitting at the 
piano and struggling with the chords of 
a new tune he had written dedicated 
to Dollar Brand. Dennis Mpali their 
leader and trumpeter was warming up 
in a corner and Sammy Maritz their 
bassist was tuning his bass. . The hall 
was quiet except for the odd sounds 
that emanated from the different instru
ments. When Bunny had finished piec
ing his saxophone together. the group 
closed in around the piano and then 
took off on "Linda's Thoughts" (a 
Mbambiso composition and arrange
ment). They faded off at the bridge. 
"Dad". Bunny said to Tete, there's · 
something wrong, it doesn't sound 
right." "Yeh" Dennis agreed. Tete 
played the bridge on the piano. The 
others listened. "Let's take it from the 
beginning again" Bunny said. They 
did. Eleven times before he was satis
fied that he done it right. 

Came Sunday night's session at the 
Jazz Mecca and the hall was packed 
with people of all races. 

An American gentleman sitting in the 
front row watched Bunny with his eyes 
closed. But he was listening, mostly. 
When the set broke up for an interval, 
the American stepped over to Dave 
Saunders the owner of the club and 
said "Man, that boy's got everything. 
I haven't heard anything like him in 
the past three years since I left the 
States. Why don't you send him to the 
States?" 

After the . session Bunny and I re
turned home. We sat on the doorstep 
outside my home and listened to the 
night and spoke about many things
many things about jazz. A shooting 
star ·raced across the sky and disap-
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peare?' !3unny ~losed his eyes. 
I dldn t ask him What he had wished. 

I know. 
He . wants to go to America 
"That's the only place to l~rn jazz." 
I only hope his wish comes true. 

Accepting 

Apartheid 

j. F. Leslie 

Whither the Transkei? by W. A. Bell
wood. (Howard Timmins, Cape 
Town) R1.75. 

IT SEEMS IN KEEPING that the first book 
published about the "self-governing" Trans
kei should be such a meagre little affair. 
In a hundred-odd pages Mr .. W. A. Bell
wood, a Johannesburg newspaperman, des
cribes his few days in the Transkei 
last November, paraphrases the Trans
kei constitution, sketches in some 
history, and some post-election poli
tics, pads with chapters about Verwoerd 
and De Wet Nel, and closes with the ques
tion one had hoped he was going to try 
and answer - "whither the Transkei?" 

His material consists of interviews with 
Paramount Chiefs Victor Poto and Botha 
Sigcawu, Chief Kaizer Matanzima, and the 
Hon. Hans Abraham; a reading of Soga's 
The South-Eastern Bantu, Smuts' 1929 
Rhodes Memorial Lecture at Oxford, Han
sard, and "more than thirty years of observ
ing South African governments and politi
cians". The last-mentioned; presumably for . 
the press, has given him the pedestrian 
style that would make the book wearisome 
were it not so brief. 

It might sound uncharitable to complain 
thus of a book which is, after all, "critical 
... of aspects of official policy". Within 
its limits these criticisms are sober com
monsense: the Transkei cannot develop 
without White aid, for one thing, and 
internal African politics may get out of 
hand, for another. 

What this reviewer find so deeply dis
turbing, however, is the fact that Mr. Bell
wood is content to impose these very limits 
on his argument. It is becoming common
place to bewail the surrender of so many 
non - Afrikaner Nationalists, especially 
among the English-speakmg Whites,to the 
once heartily rejected apartheid policy. Has 
this surrender ever been as flatly and in
l:Ontrovertibly expressed as in Mr. Bell
wood's statement: "Self-rule has crossed 
the Kei. There is now no turning back. 

Jazz needs him. But more, we in South 
Africa need him most. And like he 
says: "Everybody leaves but never 
come back to give us what they·ve · 
learned." I'm sure that if he gets his 
wish, South Africa will benefit from it. 

State President (centre) and Chief Minister, 
Umtata, 5 May 

Tbt; country is committed to the enterprise. 
It IS not only commonsense but the duty 
of . all to try by whatever means lie in their 
power'to make a success of it." 

Thus the new situation in South Africa in 
which apartheid is no longer attacked but' 
accepted subject to politely-suggested modi
fications. Thus does Mr. Bellwood impose 
upon himself the limits of "Government 
policy" - "there· is now no turning back" 
- and politely criticises the handiwork of · 
the guilty men whose policies have made 
the name of South Africa stink right round 
the world. 

WHY DOES MR. BELLWOOD do it? Because I · 
presume he like the Verwoerd Government 
does not wish to "allow a position to arise 
where South Africa's highly industrialised 
and complex machinery of administration 
could be taken over by another and much 
less advanced race whose capacity for rule 
they completely distrust". He differs from 
Verwoerd only in his preparedness to admit 
that the Africans "will get some limited 
political rights one day . . . the time can
not be held off forever". So he proposes 
"a Third House of Parliament chosen by 
the Africans themselves" (with undefined 
powers), "to supplement the 'national 
homelands' policy". 

So far have the Bellwoods and the class 
of South African reader for whom this book 
was intended travelled from the days when 
J. H. Hofmeyr could look to the inevitable 
future of South Africa and could say: "Go 
forward in faith." How complete the Afri
kaner Nationalist victory to have won their 
former opponents over to their own fear 
and distrust-ridden viewpoint. 

It is idle to hope that someone will write 
a book telling the truth about the Trans
kei and the Bantustan policy for Mr. Bell
wood's readers. And Heaven forbid that 
anyone should, in the Vorster era,· write 
one suggesting how the "self -governing" 
Transkei could · most effectively serve the 
cause of freedom in South Africa. Truth 
will prevail, freedom will be effected in 
South Africa, nevertheless; and doubtless 
the Transkei will play its part. • 
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LEWIS NKOSI 

Democracy: an 
abuse of terms 

Lewis Nkosi 
Democracy in Africa, by SIR IVOR 

JENNINGS. (Oxford University Press. 
5s.) 
THE DIFFICULTY I personally find with 
Sir Ivor Jennings' booklet on the prob
lems of constitutional development in 
Africa is not one of agreeing with his 
views. some of which. broadly speak
ing, sound sensible enough; the prob
lem I find with the book is, in fact. 
partly of Sir I vor' s making. He seems' 
to have gone out of his way to write 
a book which scrupulously avoids con
troversy. It is a book which is a help 
neither to the scholar of constitutional 
development nor to the African leaders 
attempting to come to some close en
gagement with the problems. 

In the preface to this 89-page book 
Sir I vor J ennings informs us that in 
1955 the BBC had asked him to deliver 
a series of talks discussing the problems 
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which had arisen in the making of cOn
stitutions for India. Pakistan and Cey
Ion. Later on, an expanded version of 
these talks was published in book form 
by the Cambridge University Press. 

Consequently, when it was thought 
that he had accumulated even more 
knowledge on the problems of emerg
ing Africa. he was persuaded to com
pile this handbook, I presUme as a 
guide to the new nations in the process 
of creating durable democratic insti
tutions. Disarmingly, Sir Ivor hastens 
to say in the preface that the task 
involved "an unusual effort of com
pression and simplification", because 
the material was written ·up in such a 
manner that it could be translated into 
some of the African languages. 

But this is precisely the point upon 
which this book lays itself open to 
attack, for whatever admirable objec-

tives the author had set for himself, 
there is nothing in this book which 
would startle us into thinking anew, or 
even briskly, about the problems of 
democracy in the new Africa. As for 
the African leaders themselves. one 
would presume that they would have 
gathered more information and know~ 
ledge on the problems of constitutional ~ 
developments and the solutions which 
have been found to them than are pre
sented in this booklet. For any 
accumulated knowled$e and wisdom 
that Sir Ivor lays claim to has been 
"compressed and simplified" out of ex
istence. To sketch out the history of 
constitutional development in Britain 
or in India and Pakistan and by impli
cation to draw the conclusion that the 
problems of modern Africa have to be 
dealt with in a similar manner is to ' 
shun a more vigorous effort to grapple 
with the problems as they present them
selves to Africans. 

The proposition that all men are 
dancers and consequently that if they 
applied themselves diligently they 
would learn to execute the same steps 
notwithstanding their cultural back
grounds is both attratlve and perplex
ing; it has been a useful one both for 
liberals and African leaders attempting 
to lever off the colonial grip on African 
peoples. During the period before 
independence it would not have done 
for African leaders to claim, as they 
now often do, that their historical back
ground and tradition invests democratic 
notions with a different content. What 
they had to insist upon was not the 
particularity of their cultural experi
ence but the democratic notion that all 
men are born equal, and therefore that 
all men have a right to the vote, and 
often this insisten~ led them to testify 
to the sameness of peoples rather than 
an equality in diversity. 

The repudiation of the classical 
notion of democracy is a post-freedom 
phenomenon in Africa. Sir Ivor Jen- ! 

nings contends that to describe as 
democracy any system of government 
in which there are not at least two 
parties is a sheer abuse of terms. It is 
all very well to contend that; but it is 
not helpful to merely contend it; what 
is required is to discuss the democratic 
formulae in the context of African 
history and background. . When Sir 
Ivor demands that in order to satisfy 
democratic requirements a state must 
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have at least two parties. we under
stand him to be speaking from a parti
cular historical and emotional position; 
wc sympathise with his position. but in 
itself this position is no answer to the 
retort made by Dr. Julius Nyerere 
when he asked where he is supposed 
to obtain the necessary opposition that 
Sir (vor insists upon. 

TO SAY THAT AFRICAN LEADERS are 
merely cunning when they make the 
claim that a two-party system is an 
alien form without any meaning for a 
large mass of Africans is. on the part 
of Westerners. being even more cun
ning or simplistic or perhaps unin
formed about the dynamics of African 
society and about the continuing role 
of tradition in African politics. As far 
as traditional Africans are concerned 
there is very little difference between 
opposition and rebellion. This springs 
from their notion of society as being 
a sacred hierarchy starting with the 
God or gods. ancestral fathers. the 
king and advisors (or elders of the 
tribe) down to the ordinary citizens. 
all of whom are presumed to have an 
appointed place and social responsibili
ties in the society*. In this 'sense Afri
can societies have been. and still are. 
both communalistic and elitistic. There 
are grounds for criticising a society so 
formulated. but to write a book on 
constitutional development in Africa 
and ignore the enduring and stubborn 
persistence of these philosophic notions 
in the collective life of the people who. 
after all. are to be the custodians of 
whatever constitutions are formulated 
is to contribute nothing to the discus
sion. 

The form which opposition takes in 
traditional Africa is one of discussion. 
often with many sharply dissenting 
opinions. but once the majority has 
been persuaded to the rightness of a 
certain course opposition is seen as un
n~essary. nor do those in power see 
any need for counting heads. True 
enough. African leaders can easily 
manipulate this society for their own 
power ends; at the same time there is 
a real case to be met in the objection 
by Africans that the counting of heads 

*See PROFESSOR ABRAHAMS' The 
Mind of Africa. (Weidenfeld & 
Nicolson. 21 s.) 
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is not necessarily a better method of 
assessing majority will. In societies 
where the content of politics is indivisi
ble from form and style citizens often 
vote in favour of accents. school ties 
and the toothy smile of the speaker 
rather than for his poli(!ies. It is quite 
conceivable that in this century a great 
number of citizens do not vote one way 
or another but are manipulated into 
rubber-stamping programmes by politi
cal leaders who have kissed babies 
more often. 

This may be all right for technologi
cal societies which are so advanced 
that manipulating votes like this does 
not often entail a serious impediment 
to good government; but in societies 
where voting money for the building of 
a dam may be a matter of life and 
death a different form of opposition is 
encouraged. Rightly or wrongly. Afri
can leaders think it proper to bar a 
form of democratic selection that may 
only involve a formalistic rather than • 
a deteminate choice. Also African 
leaders feel. rightly or wrongly. that 
they are passing through a stage of 
economic development which can be 
properly called a state of emergency. 
rather like war-time. and in such 
moments some of the rights of citizens 
may be curtailed. They may be wrong 
about this but I think it is a point to 
argue. . 

The reason why the actions of Afri
can leaders often seem incomprehensi
ble to Westerners is that they are not 
often seen in the context of African 
history and tradition. Recently the 
Prime Minister of Uganda got married 
and there were murmurs in this coun
try about the number of champagne 
bottles consumed at the reception. 
While African societies must be vigil
ant about waste and unnecessary pres
tige projects. it is likely that cutting 
them out altogether might in the end 
contribute to a loss of pride and con
fidence in the society. In Africa a king 
must not only rule but must be seen 
to be ruling. It is quite possible that a 
shoddy lustreless wedding might bring 
down a government. In England it is 
adultery on the part of a minister that 
may do this. In the end we have to go 
back to tradition and to the moral and 
aesthetic notion of the society to 
understand these phenomena; it simply 

"THE NOMADS IN BOMBAY," woodcut by 
Chittaprosad in the first issue of D6J} Ny 
Verden (The New World), published ISy the 
Overseas Institute of Denmark, Glydendal, 
Klareborderne 3, Copenhagen, with articles 
and verse by Gunnar Myrdal, Alioune Diop, 
Agostinho Neto, Ramgopal Agarwala, 
Donald Hindley and others. The editors 
aim to publish original material from 
Africa, Asia and Latin America, "to throw 
light on the cultural, economic and political 
conditions in those countries". Den /lJy 
Verden (80 pp.) will appear five times per 
year. 

is not good enough to discuss demo
cracy in the abstract. • 
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Young 
Africa 

TOP: "Fertility dance of courting Wakamba 
couple (Kenya)," two of the 42 plates in 
Young Africa (Phoenix House) by former 
Drum photographer Peter Larsen. an account 
of a ten-month drive from Dakar to Mom
basa. The book is a readable, conscientiously 
detailed account of the fifteen countries 
spanning the continent from Kenya to Sene
gal, superficial because of its brevity, and 
lacking any particular perception. Yet it has 
the smell, look and sound of Africa, where 
many more thoughtful and serious studies 
of the continent lack these. 

BOTI'OM: "A Russian instructor teaches 
young Guinean blacksmith work at the 
Lycee Technique, Conakry." 



This Way 

Forward 
Leonard Bloom 

(Which Way Africa?) by Basil Davidson 

(Pen&uin Books) 

UNTIL GHANA WON ITS FREEDOM less than 
10 years ago, the reactionaries wasted their 
patronising rhetoric arguing that Africa had 
no past. Now the cynics predict that Africa 
will have no future. Basil Davidson is one 
of the few honest writers about Africa who, 
over the past ten years, has examined the 
problems of the African renaissance;:calmly, 
shrewdly and sympathetically, neither white
washing faults nor exaggerating difficulties. 

Davidson's historical studies of Africa 
have been matched by his sharp observation 
of contemporary events in his Report on 
South Africa. Now in Which Way Africa?, 
an addition to the valuable Penguin African 
Library, he takes us into the future, into 
"the search for a new society". Yet he 
does not ignore the historical roots of the 
African struggle for freedom. The efforts 
of Africans to shake off the dead hand of 
colonialism and slavery over the past cen
turies, are direct antecedents of their modern 
struggles. Davidson's first three chapters 

lucidly re-assess the historical background 
of modern Africa. 

In his chapter "The African Ground
work", Davidson sketches the successful 
development of Africa until r.ecent times: 
this development was both technical (in 
farming, metal working, mining, herbal 
medicine and art), and social (in political 
organisation, ideas of law and justice, reli
gion and metaphysics). He warns that "it 
is easy to exaggerate the apparent stagna
tion of 'tribal Africa'." It is indeed amazing 
that despite often most hostile environments, 
a wide range of successful social systems 
developed in Africa, as' sophisticated as 
those of their contemporary Europe. Do 
not sneer, Davidson might have . told us. 
When the "civilised" peoples of Europe in 
the Middle Ages (and later) were slaughter
ing one another in a series of religious and 
dynastic wars, in Africa there were large, 
settled and peaceable states. 

THERE HAS ALWAYS BEEN a substantial two
way traffic in ideas between Africa and the 
rest of the world,but "The .Foreign Con
tribution" became a decisive and disruptive 
force only in colonial times. "Contrary to 
the claims of its prophets, colonial rule did 
not 'civilise' Africa, or modernise Africa in 
any meaningful sense of the word", in fact, 
the central characteristic of colonialism was 
the ruthless exploitation of Africa-its penple 
and its material resources. The "crumbs 
of educational and social enlightment" 
usually came only after relentless agitation 
by Africans, and the "crumbs" are still 
distributed as meagrely as possible in those 
countries where Africans are still subjected 
to . alien rule. 

Involvement with Europe brought modern 

I A F RI CAN A I 
Send contributions to Africana, P.O. Box 
2068, Cape Town. One Prize of RI will 
be awarded for the best item each 
month, and two additional prizes of 50c 

each. 

• Sir,-I would like to have the opinion 
of other White South Africans on the way 
they feel on being called "baas" by non
Whites. 

I prefer to be referred to as "sir" 
(meneer) when a non-White speaks to 
me ... - The Star, Johannesburg. [L.H.] 

• We subsequently intimated our wish to 
invite another eminent scholar, a professor 
in one of the largest and most famous 
American universities, to whom the above 
objections could not apply, although he is 
an American Negro ... 
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Nevertheless, he has been refused a visa. 
The Minister of the Interior has explained 
that while the fact that he is an American 
Negro does not disqualify ~im from visiting 
the Republic, it has to be borne in mind 
that there is a possibility, remote as it 
may be, of him bec~ming involved in an 
incident whilst in the Republic and this 
is a risk that we cannot afford. South 
Africa is on good terms with the United 
States of America and we have to guard 
against anything that may impair our 
friendly relations. - Cape Times. 

- Cape Times. 

• VOORTREKKER MONUMENT 
Visiting Hours: 9-5 p.m. 

Sundays and Christmas Day: 2-5 p.m. 
Tuesday (excepting holidays) CLOSED 
Tuesdays for non-Europeans: 8.30-12 

- Pretoria Publicity Association [A.H.] 

technology, and though this would ulti
mately have destroyed the bases of tribal 
society ( as it did in Europe), when coupled 
with the monstrous "involvement" of · the 
slave trade, partition and colonisation, the 
speedy dissolution · of the traditional systems 
of government was accelerated. Davidson 
'seems to imply that colonisation was bene
ficial in bringing modern technology; it was 
evil in its cavalier and cynical waste, exploi
tation and the degradation of the subject 
peoples. 

And now "nationalism" is the key con
cept in African social and political affairs. 
"Key ideas" and "political springboards" 
are discussed in two chapters. African 
Nationalism: "the simple and straight
forward demand for equality of rights"; 
the positive message of · Pan-Africanism, 
that "nearly all of Africa . . . shared the 
same basic problems"; the African Person
ality, which asserts the "basic unity within 
the countless diversities of African life", are 
all part of an overall growing consensus in 
Africa about the need for restoring unity 
to an Africa riven by colonialism. This 
is not "the groundwork for racialist obscu
rantism but '. . . a means of preaching 
humanist unity". 

DAVIDSON QUOTES Aime Cesaire: "For it is 
not true that all the work of man is finished/ 
that we have nothing more to do in the 
world." Modern African resistance to colo
nialism ~as consistently demanded that with 
the material benefits of technology must be \ 
mingled the spiritual ones of humanitY. 
Africa's arrival to the company of modern 
states brings with it_humanistic values that 

Collt;nued overleqf 

• For the Selective. (We are Europeans 
only.) Walk-In Dry Cleaners, 17 Northvaal 
Arcade, 227 Vermeulen Stre.et. One-day 
Service. - Rand Daily Mail. [G.B.] 

• "I made good speeches on a soap-box in 
Hyde Park and not-so-good speeches in Par
liament," he said. He had been in jail: "I 
was a political prisoner for less than 90 
days." (Laughter.) 

- Cape Argus, quoting the State Presi
dent, Mr. C. R. Swart, in an after-dinner 
speech to University of Cape Town students. 
(E.S.) 

• Several White waitresses who were hired 
to serve at a diplomatic reception in Johan
nesburg yesterday, walked out when they 
discovered that it was multi-racial, with 
many Africans and Indians among the 
guests. 

The catering manager said: 
"No action can, or will be taken against 

these women. I had not heard of the 
incident. I received a telephone call during 
the reception simply to tell me that all was 
well. 

"These are hazards we experience." 
- Rand Daily Mail. [E.P.] 
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deft technology had almost banished from 
the earth. 

About one-half of the book deals with 
the three-fold challenge of Ignorance, Sick
ness and Poverty, and it is shameful to read 
how modern economics and technology were 
used to drain Africa, rather than to enrich 
it. "The real colonial crisis" was not sim
ply the incompatibility betwe.en the colonial 
system of rule, and the African drive for 
freedom, but was the utter decrepitude of 
Africa, caused by the exploiting colonial 
economics. There is no excuse for the 
subjection of any part of Africa in 1964; 
there is small excus.e for the legacy of 
disease, illiteracy and barely-subsistence 
economies. 

I found the most interesting parts of the 
book the discussion of means employed to 
achieve a new society. The one-party state? 
Socialism? Federation? Some form of neo
Capitalism? Neutralism? The future of 

Two Poems 

from France 

Rulers 

This is a rainy night 
Rulers unroll scrolls of wretched land

scapes 
And boast and drink and dance under 

the silvery disc of chandeliers 
In castles threatened like pleasure boats 

in a furious ocean. 
(They are like insects that dance 

around a street lamp, 
Looming in the fog of a stormy sky) 
This is a seismic night; 
Water-divide hills sink into valleys 
And rivers flow backwards. 
Our faces and farms drip with salt 

water from the flooded ocean; 
But while our hope splits like lips in 

winter 
We must seek the reticent sea-gull 

before it drowns 
Mourned by stray crows. 
Such is the fate of the wicked kingdom 
Governed by gorgeous parrots. 

MBELLA SONNE DIPOKO 
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Democracy. All these are issues in these 
times of flux, and Davidson shows how 
new and coherent societies are forming in 
such divergent countries as Ghana, Nigeria, 
Uganda and Tanganyika. In the long run 
the future of national sovereignty is insep
arable from the question of economic 
advance. Dr. Nkrumah has declared, "We 
must unite or perish", and Davidson could 
well have discussed the possibility of South 
Africa's eventually giving up her narrow, 
bitter nationalism and uniting with the other 
members of the continent to which it be
longs. South Africa's electorate should be 
ashamed that her apartheid policies preclude 
her from joining in the imaginative and 
brave attempts to "co-ordinate and intensify 
. . . efforts to achieve a better life for 
the peoples of Africa". 

DAVIDSON'S "MESSAGE" is one of qualified 
optimism, with lessons particularly relevant 

Extract from 
Grottoes of Glory 

... blow bugles into the sensual night. 
We must leave them in bed -
Those women who promised us ooral 

islands of desire 
And intimate leisure in lake-side hotels. 
Fly like birds. 
Make bullets of the stars; 
Leave behind the litanies of the tiny 

princes 
And the charity of their lost lessons 

on life . .. 
MBELLA SONNE DIPOKO 

"For united nonracial action" 
subscribe to 

South Africa's freedom newspaper, 
eight pages fortnightly, 
Se (6d) per copy 

African postal union: RI.<40 (14s.)peryearsur· 
face, R2 (£1.0.0.). per year airmail. Elsewhere: 
R 1.70 (17s) per year surface. airmail rates on ap
plication. All prices halve for half-year. Write 
Subscription manager, Box 1979, Cape Town. 

to the scornful, and the faint-hearted. 
Davidson is not afraid of the future; nor 
are politically conscious Africans. The 
Addis Ababa Charter of Unity (25th May, 
1963) , signed by 30 heads-of-state, and set
ting out boldly and clearly the tasks to be 
accomplished in the Africa of the future, is 
printed as a culmination to the book. 
Davidson's preceding 182 pages, all too 
briefly, serve to emphasise the practicality 
of this thoughful manifesto, which may well 
one day be regarded as major a document 
in world history as the charter of the 
United Nations. I look forward to David
son's volume Freedom - the First Twenty 
Years, publish,ed by Penguin Books in 1977, 
in which he traces the period since Ghana's 
independence. This book will include an 
account of the young South African Demo
cratic Republic. We will be able to learn 
much by then from the mature independent 
ex-colonial states. • 
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