
coloureds. as in South Africa. or Indians as in Southern 
Africa generally. they are in the middle position. 

In other words. the Africans are generally the proletariat 
and the peasantry in these societies. There they are. there
fore. most likely to develop revolutionary tendencies. In 
Algeria they have already erupted violently. Nevertheless. 
African nationalists have almost to a man eschewed 
Marxism or Communism with the possible exception of 
Mr. Oginga Odinga of Kenya. It is remarkable that in 
South Africa, where the Africans have · been conscious of 
their unprivileged position longest and where the prole
tarian element is greatest, the most militant nationalists 
to spring up, the Pan-Africanist Congress, have been 
prompt with denunciations of communism. 

There is evidence that Marxists are coming increasingly 
to recognise that the rigid application of their theory to 
African politics is unrealistic and does less than justice 
to the facts. The working class is recognised as the mino
.rity that it is, the peasantry is recognised as the broadest 
mass basis of the national liberation movement and the 
bourgeois and "many intermediate strata" are recognised 
as playing special roles. Most significantly the power and 
role of education are recognised. These concessions make 
for a more flexible and more convincing analysis of the 
role of classes in the national liberation movements in 
Africa. But the whole analysis is still vitiated by the basic 
weakness of historical materialism as applied to Africa. 
It is confined within the boundaries of historical process 
which is to end with the dictatorship of the proletariat 
and it still attributes overwhelming importance to the role 
of the working-class. The working-class is still the only 
class capable of carrying the struggle through to the end, 
whereas the peasantry although it forms "the broadest 
mass basis" is only "a tremendous potential force", the 
bourgeois are inconsistent and vacillating and the inter
mediate strata take wavering positions. 

Perhaps it is Jack Woddis who has made the most 
radical break with historical materialism in his writings 
on Africa, although he writes from a completely Marxist 
standpoint. In his recent book on Africa he goes into a 
great deal of detail of the economic conditions of Africa 
itself for the causes of the present anti-colonial revolt 
and he gives an analysis of the class-structure which tries 
to encompass the known facts. But on two points he breaks 
decisively with the usual Marxist view. Firstly, he makes 
no attempt to suggestthat the revolt is the result of econo
mic activity in Europe, although he recognises the impact 
that Europe has had and is having on Africa. Secondly, 
he refrains from any attempt to put the African Revolution 
in any predetemlined pattern in history. This is to say no 
more than that he abandons historical materialism although 
he retains the class-struggle as a tool of social and political 
analysis. This is, far and above, the most realistic Marxist 
analysis of the African Scene. . 

Jack Woddis has, indeed, pointed to the path that 
Marxists have to tread in their writings on African politics 
if they are to retain any influence over African minds. 
In particular, Marxists have to take seriously the abandon
ment of the rigid application of historical materialism to 
Africa. It is clear that what present-day Marxists mean 
by the dictatorship of the proletariat is not what Marx 
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meant by it, but a People's Democracy and a "people's 
democracy" secures not the dictatorship of the proletariat 
but of the Communist Party or anyone who establishes 
his ascendancy over the Party. And the corollary follows 
that the proletarian revolution of present-day Marxists 
is not the same as the proletarian revolution of Karl 
Marx. To the latter. it was a revolution of the immense 
majority in the interest of the immense majority, whereas 
to the present-day Marxists it is a conspiratorial seizure 
of power by a coterie of people. And those who take this 
seriously, work within the international communist move
ment which is directed from Moscow. In the end. there
fore, historical materialism, when applied to Africa, is no 
more than a theory which has the aim of substituting 
Soviet domination for Western domination. 

No African nationalist is taken in by this. • 

In Aden goats 

In Aden goats 
Morosely pick among the dusty stones 
And skinny Yemeni 
Doze beneath their turbans and the Muslim moon. 
And blue from . dingy cellars 
The shish-kebab smoke whips 
Sali vations from the 
Famished streets. 
Blind men shuffle through rubbish; 
Prodding the [Xlvement sleepers 
With their blinking sticks. 
Here are two: the father is leading the son. 
Clutching the morbid shadows, a crippled dwarf 
Laughs horribly 
As the moon unmasks his giant head. 

In Aden the back-streets. showing their sores 
And deformities beg. 
On the garish front you may buy all kinds 
Of optical goods 
At reduced prices-
But the ragged Yemeni blown in from the desert 
Sleep in the streets 
like heaps of rubbish. 
It is said that they queue for a drug 
That makes them forget I 

And endure 
When what they need is: 
A leader. 
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