
recognise the society which was founded in 1961 .and that 
it did not have his official blessing. The society provided 
a forum for the students to broaden their mental outlook 
by debates, symposia, lectures and quizzes. It had been 
suggested at the time that the 1962 matriculants gained 
their wJlitancy largely in the cultural society. No wonder 
that the panel inspectors' report of that year referred to 
it. sarcastically, as a so-called cultural society. 

in St.B.lidard IX things seemed to chal)ge and a more 
matured and responsible attitude towards life and work 
was slowly discernible in many of them. 

I have often been asked why it was that I remained 
so long at this particular school and under those ~dverse 
conditions. The gist of my reply has always been that if 
it were not for the joys, exhilaration and intellectual 
stimulation that my contact with the youth provided me. 
I am afraid that I too would have left long ago. 

THE ONLY REDEEMING FEATURE about life at such a school 
was the students. Many of them were determined young 
people who earnestly sought to increase their knowledge 
and understanding of things. Some seniors, of course, 
were lazy and lax and did not seem to have any goal. 
Many juniors again, I found to ·be rather frivolous. But 

But. if all progressive teachers deserted schools like this 
one, weluld they not in fact leave the growing generation 
in the lurch? Should not the torch of true education, 
enlightenment and civilisation be kept burning wherever 
posSible? 

Come, should not we - the teachers - live for our 
children? • 

To the Editor 

The Radical Review? 

SIR, - After the death of the gallant 
Africa South. the birth of The New African 
gave some of us hope that the radical 
viewpoint in South Africa was not lost. 
Instead, over the years we have seen "The 
Radical Review" shift steadily further to 
the right, until it might better be called 
the Anti-Radical Review. In the last few 
issues even Blaar Coetzee could find an 
. article or two which would not offend him. 

Your last issue (2 May, 1964) was 
astonishing. A non-African non-Marxist 
writes about "how Africa sees the Marxist 
interpretation of the African revolution", 
and makes the ridiculous assertion that the 
Marxist interpretation denies the Africans 
the ability to make their own history in 
their own way. As though a knowledge of 
the causes of an illness prevent$ you from 
curing the disease. Then an attack by a 
Coloured school-teacher on his principal, 
that utterly ignores the gross pressures on 
schools of Coloured Education, and stays 
on a level of bicker and complaint. And 
yet another African in "Pass" troubles. 
Then a typically flip piece of James Bald
win, including one wasted column purport
ing to define Baldwin's following: Smith 
College girls . . . teary old ladies . . . 
Hands off Cuba groups. Next an appraisal 
of Lumumba, "The sycophant outshone by 
the meteor", in which the author dismisses 
Lumumba as "inept" and "a midget". And 
lastly, we are told by your radical review 
the old, old story that the Communists have 

destroyed C.N.D., and are devilishly respon
sible for blackening big b\lsines$ in the 
pamphlet "The Collaborators" (indicting 
business for its apartheid links). Oh, and 
I forgot, there is the inevitable run-around, 
by a P.A.C. supporter, of the smooth argu-

. ments for African nationalism, with all the 
woolly sentiment, a bl.and denial of implicit 
racialism. and a strenuous avoidance-of any 
discussion of what really has to be fought: 
poverty. ignorance and disease. 

The New African gives me the following 
impression of the Africa of . 1%4: it is a 
country in which a mystic sense of African 
personality is developmg; in which wicked 
It:ftists are s~rugglil1g to. sabot~ge ~e. splen
did economic system; m which it is self
evident that apartheid is so shocking that 
when it is defeated all will be for the best 
in the best of all possible worlds. and that 
we needn't do anything more; that socialism 
is next to communism is next to devil wor
sbip. And that the A.N.C. is a myth, 
possiblYjropagated by the S.B. to confound 
the goo deeds and pure thoughts of the 
P.A.C. 

Who would think that. at the time that 
this issue of The New African was pub
lished, the Rivonia trial was drawing to a 
close. 

A radical review? I'd rather read Forum 
or the Financial Mail. 

JAMES ltRYCE. 

Johannesburg. 

[The New African is committed to radical 
social. political and econOmiC change in 
South Africa. It is also lion-racialist, non
communist, devoted (0 the Cause of African 
freedom and unity, and unaligned in the 
Cold War both abroad and at home. Per
haps it is the last-mentioned position that 
has upset Mr. Bryce. - EDITORJ 
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