
denied. Everything that happens in Africa is a mechanical 
resp.onse to change in the economic structure of Western 
Europe. Imperialism was the result of a certain stage of 
capitalism in Western Europe and so is dis-Imperialism. 
The landmarks of African history lie outside Africa. 
Neither the independence of Ghana nor the Accra Con
ference of 1958, nor the Bandung Conference nor even 
in the Berlin Conference of 1884-85 is recognised as a 
landmark. True, these are sometimes mentioned and given 
some prominence, but they are already subordinate to the 
true landmarks of African history which !le outside 
African history itself and, on any common-sense view, 
are only indirectly connected with African history. Indeed, 
i: appears that in Marxist writings only one landmark 
in African history is recognised, and that is the great 
October Revolution in Russia in 1918! "The Great 
October Revolution," says Professor Potekhin, "was the 
first important landmark in Africa's march to the World 
Stage". This view of the significance of the October 
Revolution to the evolution of modern Africa cannot but 
strike an African as rather far fetched. 
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Lessons 

for Zimbabwe 

WHEN SOME EUROPEAN fortune-hunters found out that the imposed 
Federation was nearing its grave, they looked somewhere for a 
paradise. 

The Federation itself has been sent to its grave by some white 
extremists who wanted to see the government stay in the hands 
of the white minority. The architects of the Federation had 
refused to put partnership into practice and did very little to 
legislate against raCIal discrimination. 

The evils of racialism contributed to the downfall of the 
Federation. The Federal constitution was discriminatory in 
essence. The number of African seats were very few in the House, 
and thi, destroyed the whole conception of non-racialism. In its 
lifetime, the Federation put up many expensive primary and 
secondary schools for Europeans, "Coloured" and Asians. African 
~chools which were under the Territorial management were in
fNior indeed. Africans saw and resented this. 

Equality of opportunity fur all was preached, but never prac
tised. The Federation gave opportunity to a priviledged few to 
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THIS INTERPRETATION OF AFRICAN POLITICS smacks of the 
worst type of imperialism, for it is the imperialism of 
the mind. Not only does it deny the African any ability 
to make a history of his own; it also denies h~m the ability 
to interpret this history in his own way. For historical 
materialism is not supposed by the Marxists to be only 
one way, or a possible way of interpreting history but the 
only true way of interpreting history; it is supposed to 
possess exclusive truth. Such intellectual imperialism is 
unknown in the West. No one in the West ever did make 
an attempt to impose one particular interpretation of 
African history on all others. Where an interpretation of 
such a kind is embarked upon at all there is bound to be 
disagreement and no attempt can be made to impose any 
one interpretation on all. Thus the African too is at 
liberty to place what interpretation he likes on his history. 

Nor is the African merely denied the right to make and 
interpret his own history; he is, indeed denied the right to 
choose the ends that he seeks to achieve. It is quite 
possible for Africans to hold the view that stratification of 
society, against which Marxism as it came to us from 

enrich themselves at the expense of the majority. One's bank 
balance should not have been the criterion to assess the dignity 
of a human being. 

The Federation fostered gradualism which the Africans found 
to be a detestable pest in their advancement. 

SOUTHERN RHODESIA HAS STILL a tougher time to face ahead. It 
still ha3 Europeans who believe that they are, by the virtue of 
their skin, inherently superior in everything including intelligence, 
and that the Africans are inferior because of inherent causes-

, the main one being the skin. 
Man y average Europeans in Southern Rhodesia clamour for 

preferential treatment in public places, hotels, cafes etc. The 
feeling of superioritv which dommates the daily conduct of the 
privileged few mu,t be discouraged. Southern Rhodesia must 
legislate against all discriminatory practices in all places; must 
repeal the vicious Land Apportionment Act. 

Whai is imposed is always doomed to failure and the winner 
is, in most cases, the onc upon whom things are forced. There
fore, segregation in Southern Rhodesia must be outlawed; com
munity development must be shdved, and all laws that discrimi
nate must be scrapped without delay. Education must be under 
one Ministry so that it will give equal opportunity to all students 
irrespective of skin. 

Africans want now to be advanced politically, economically, 
and socially. To say that Africans in Southern Rhodesia are not 
yet ready for the Government is another lesson that must be 
learned from the fall of the Federation. If Southern Rhodesia 
boasts of being one of the .countries in the forefront of African 
education, why then, are Its majority unable to rule themselves? 
When shall the majority be ready to govern themselves? 

SOME EUROPEANS IN ZAMBIA, Malawi, and even in Zimbabwe never 
though: for a moment that the governments in the two northern 
countries would be in the hands of the African nationalists Who 
were constantly referred to, in most cases, as extremist; and 
power-hungry ieaders. Such things are inevitable here in Southern 
Rhodesia. Southern Rhodesia must learn from the harmful mis
takes of the late Federation. M. J. C H A I TA. 

75 


