
Not all of what he and his contemporaries considered to 
be true, with respect to South Africa, has been proved 
correct by the course of time. But the major problem was 
comprehended by Goncharov in the right way: 

Unfortunately, the century that elapsed since then, has 
failed to solve this problem. 

The artist and writer, A. VYSHESLAVTSEV, visited the 
Cape colony several years after Goncharov in the fifties 
of the last century. He gave a very inquisitive look to the 
life of the non-white population of South Africa. The 
sight of a beggarly African with a yoke upon his neck, 
whom he ran into on the road, "very eloquently tells the 
passing cabs, coaches and waggons about suffering and 
humiliated humanity ... " 

"At this very moment the major problems are being 
solved, the problems which can condition its existence 
and which determine what is in store for this colony, 
i.e. whether it will remain a mere colony for Europeans 
as it was under the rule of the Dutch who failed to do 
anything for the black tribes, and will remain in the 
future a dull patch of land populated by Europeans, or 
the Black as legitimate children of one and the same 
father will on equal grounds with the White, enjoy the 
heritage of freedom, religion and civilisation granted to 
them as well ." 

Vysheslavtsev was interested in the Xhosa wars. He did 
his best to see the famous tribal chiefs of this people, to 
get a knowledge of them from narratives, from literatur~. 
He visited the prison near Cape Town just to see one 
of the Xhosa chiefs imprisoned there. Sympathy and 
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IT IS CUSTOMARY these days to assume that 
Socialism is inborn in the peoples of Africa 
because (hey lived under tribal communism 
in the recent past. But, so have most of the 
races throughout the world, if not in the 
recent past at least in the not too distant 
past. Pre-Roman Italy was a mass of war
ring tribes much on the same pattern as 
Africa. Caesar relates that Britain, France, 
Spain, and Germany, indeed all Europe was 
just the same in his day. Right up till the 
early Middle Ages the Manor in England 
closely resembled a tribal community. In a 
recent treatise on Agriculture in Tropical 
Africa, it was stated that "Land belonged 
to "the tribe, the cultivator only acquiring 
temporary rights and most cattle herding 
"was done on a communal basis". Substitute 
the word "Manor" for "tribe" and you 
have an almost exact description of the 
·early mediaeval Manor, which goes to show 
that Africans are not so different from 
other folk. 

The word Socialism like Democracy and 
many other words has in these days vir
tually lost its meaning. It is used generally 
as a lure to induce the underprivileged to 
hoist a dictator to power as we see in the 
case of Ghana and other so called demo
cracies in Africa. So many still believe that 
socialism means "Wealth without work". It 
is a delusion that Socialism brings with it 
social services or that social services are 
impossible without Socialism. Britain posses
ses what is probably the most complete 
system ·of Social Services in the world, and 
she owes them to two Liberals, Lloyd 
George, who said "Socialism is the negation. 
of freedom" and to Lord Beveridge who 
drew up the ground plan of the Welfare 
State, as it is to-day, without the periodic 
shortages of food which exist in the 
U.S.S.R. 
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UP TO THE PRESENT CENTURY at all events, 
the only completely Socialist state that ever 
existed was Peru, which fell like a pack of 
cards at the advent of a troop of Spanish 
horse, its people demoralised by centuries 
of dependence on others rather than on 
themselves. Throughout the whole of the 
West, it is now a declining and discredited 
creed, and it is unlikely that any Western 
Nation will ever go socialist again. Britain 
is disiilusioned by the experiments she made 
with the nationalisation of the means of 
production, distribution, and exchange. All 
they produce is deficits and higher prices to 
the consumer. Behind the Iron Curtain, it 
barely manages to produce the necessities of 
life let alone luxuries. In Jugoslavia, most 
of the factories are now run on a sort of 
syndicalist basis which amounts to private' 
enterprise thinly disguised, with the profit 
motive and bankruptcy as incentives. Mr. 
Khruschev was so impressed with the suc
cess of this system that he went to have 
a look at the factories himself, and was then 
still more impressed. In consequence Tito 
is again in his good books and we shall 
most likely be hearing in the near future 
that Russia has had to resort to something 
of the kind . 

AFRICAN STATES HAVE TWO COURSES open to 
them. Either they opt for democracy in 
which case they can turn out their govern
ment by constitutional means or they choose 
a dictatorship, call it socialist communist or 
what you will, whose chains will be rivetted 
round their necks till the dictator is removed 
by violence or bloodshed by a new dictator. 
It looks as if most of them would choose 
the latter course. 

R. LEATHER 
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