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ON 21 April 1808, a Russian ship named Diana reached 
Simonstown on its way from Petersburg to Kamchatka for 
the purposes of a scientific expedition. The Russian sea
men dreamed of a friendly reception and rest after a long 
and difficult voyage. But to their surprise the Diana was 
met with the muzzles of guns. One of the British frigates 
set sail and came up close to the Russian ship, while all 
men-of-war in the road stead immediately dispatched 
armed boats to the Diane. 

The ship found herself captive, though her captain had 
a passport given by the British Government to grant him 
the right of free sailing. Being for a long time at sea, 
the crew was not aware of the war that had broken out 
between Russia and Britain. 

V. M. GOLOVNIN, captain of the Diana and a well
known seaman, took a brave decision. Thirteen months 
he had to wait for a favourable moment, but, at last, on 
16 May 1809, he realised his intention: the whole crew 
rushed up the masts rapidly set storm sails and the Rus
sian ship left for the ocean in sight of the British ships 
guarding her. The weather was rather stormy and this 
lulled the vigilance of British sailors: they were far from 
expecting such audacity on the part of Golovnin. 

FOR THE THIRTEEN MONTHS that Golovnin was forced to 
spend at the Cape of Good Hope he composed a descrip
tion of the Cape's colony. His work was not the first to 
let Russian readers know about this country. As early as 
1793, in the time of Kathe.rine n, a book on South Africa 
written by F. Le Vaillant was translated into Russian. 
Its publication was an evidence of awakening interest in 
Russia to this remote area of the world. 

So, Golovnin's description was not the first work on 
South Africa published in the Russian language. Golovnin 
~as n?t the, first Russian either .that had stayed for a long 
tIme III the South of the Afncan continent: he wrote 
that in Cape Town he had run into "Ivan Stepanov's son 
Seziom who came from Nijniy Novgorod. Fate had been 
throwing him all over the world until he found himself 
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in Cape Town, settled in Hottentots Holland, married 
and the father of three children. He was called Janze
Russe, i.e. "real Russian." 

But it is still Golovnin who was the first Russian to 
write a detailed description of Cape's Colony-The Present 
State of the Colony of the Cape of Good Hope, with a 
Description of Surrounding Waters and Meteorological 
Notes. 

The Dutch settlers of those times were described by 
Golovnin in the following words: 

"Of their vices the main is, in my mind, the cruelty 
with which they treat their slaves . . . The slaves are 
kept in this colony very badly ... " 

!hese. words. by Golovnin would have been of no great 
Importance If he had attacked such a state of affairs 
~n a . foreign country and had shut his eyes to such things 
In hl~ home ~a~d. But Golovnin equally severely branded 
Tsanst-colomahsts who exploited the peoples of Kamchat
ka and other outlying districts of Russia. 

In 1853 South Africa was visited by I. A. GONCHAROV, 
a well-known writer whose novels are still studied in 
Soviet sch?ols. He travelled much in the Cape Colony and 
told RUSSIan readers about it with a lively interest and 
sympathy. 

How poetically he described the Southern African 
night: 

"The Southern night is mysterious and wonderful as a 
beauty under a black haze: dark and silent, but boilino 

and thrilling inside under her transparent veil. One feel~ 
that every gulp of this air adds to one's health. It 
refreshes the breast and nerves like swimming in fresh 
water. It is warm as if this night possesses its own 
dark sun which invisibly gives warmth to it. It is still, 
quiet and mysterious. Leaves are motionless on the 
trees." 
And here is one of Goncharov's statements about the 

inhabitants of the colony: 
"The Englishman is a master here whate,ver he is: 

he is always. exquisitely dressed, coldly and contemp
t~ou~ly h.e gIves. orders to the Black. The Englishman 
SIts III hiS spacIOus office or in his shop or on the 
ex~hange, buzzing with activity on the wharf; he is a 
buIlder, engineer, planter, official; he gives orders, 
governs, works ; it is he who rides in a coach and on 
h~)[Se.back,. who ~njoys the coolness on the balcony of 
hIS VIlla hIdden III the shade of the vineyard. 

"And what about the Black? Here is a slender 
handsome ~egro, the Fingo or Mozambique, carrying 
a bale on hIS shoulders; he is a 'coolie'-hired servant 
a porter running his master's errands. Here is another: 
from the Zulu tribe and more often a Hottentot, who is 
skilfully driving a pair of horses harnessed in a cabrio
let. And a third one, a Bechuana, is leading a saddle
horse; a fourth is sweeping the street, raising yellow 
reddish dust." 
Goncharov states: 

"There are no black natives in the colony, who could 
be called citizens of their own country. Here, they are 
servants, workers, coachmen; in a word they are 
colonists' wage servants, and even as such' they have 
been only lately, since some time ago they were slaves." 
Goncharov wrote these words one hundred years ago. 
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Not all of what he and his contemporaries considered to 
be true, with respect to South Africa, has been proved 
correct by the course of time. But the major problem was 
comprehended by Goncharov in the right way: 

Unfortunately, the century that elapsed since then, has 
failed to solve this problem. 

The artist and writer, A. VYSHESLAVTSEV, visited the 
Cape colony several years after Goncharov in the fifties 
of the last century. He gave a very inquisitive look to the 
life of the non-white population of South Africa. The 
sight of a beggarly African with a yoke upon his neck, 
whom he ran into on the road, "very eloquently tells the 
passing cabs, coaches and waggons about suffering and 
humiliated humanity ... " 

"At this very moment the major problems are being 
solved, the problems which can condition its existence 
and which determine what is in store for this colony, 
i.e. whether it will remain a mere colony for Europeans 
as it was under the rule of the Dutch who failed to do 
anything for the black tribes, and will remain in the 
future a dull patch of land populated by Europeans, or 
the Black as legitimate children of one and the same 
father will on equal grounds with the White, enjoy the 
heritage of freedom, religion and civilisation granted to 
them as well ." 

Vysheslavtsev was interested in the Xhosa wars. He did 
his best to see the famous tribal chiefs of this people, to 
get a knowledge of them from narratives, from literatur~. 
He visited the prison near Cape Town just to see one 
of the Xhosa chiefs imprisoned there. Sympathy and 
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IT IS CUSTOMARY these days to assume that 
Socialism is inborn in the peoples of Africa 
because (hey lived under tribal communism 
in the recent past. But, so have most of the 
races throughout the world, if not in the 
recent past at least in the not too distant 
past. Pre-Roman Italy was a mass of war
ring tribes much on the same pattern as 
Africa. Caesar relates that Britain, France, 
Spain, and Germany, indeed all Europe was 
just the same in his day. Right up till the 
early Middle Ages the Manor in England 
closely resembled a tribal community. In a 
recent treatise on Agriculture in Tropical 
Africa, it was stated that "Land belonged 
to "the tribe, the cultivator only acquiring 
temporary rights and most cattle herding 
"was done on a communal basis". Substitute 
the word "Manor" for "tribe" and you 
have an almost exact description of the 
·early mediaeval Manor, which goes to show 
that Africans are not so different from 
other folk. 

The word Socialism like Democracy and 
many other words has in these days vir
tually lost its meaning. It is used generally 
as a lure to induce the underprivileged to 
hoist a dictator to power as we see in the 
case of Ghana and other so called demo
cracies in Africa. So many still believe that 
socialism means "Wealth without work". It 
is a delusion that Socialism brings with it 
social services or that social services are 
impossible without Socialism. Britain posses
ses what is probably the most complete 
system ·of Social Services in the world, and 
she owes them to two Liberals, Lloyd 
George, who said "Socialism is the negation. 
of freedom" and to Lord Beveridge who 
drew up the ground plan of the Welfare 
State, as it is to-day, without the periodic 
shortages of food which exist in the 
U.S.S.R. 
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UP TO THE PRESENT CENTURY at all events, 
the only completely Socialist state that ever 
existed was Peru, which fell like a pack of 
cards at the advent of a troop of Spanish 
horse, its people demoralised by centuries 
of dependence on others rather than on 
themselves. Throughout the whole of the 
West, it is now a declining and discredited 
creed, and it is unlikely that any Western 
Nation will ever go socialist again. Britain 
is disiilusioned by the experiments she made 
with the nationalisation of the means of 
production, distribution, and exchange. All 
they produce is deficits and higher prices to 
the consumer. Behind the Iron Curtain, it 
barely manages to produce the necessities of 
life let alone luxuries. In Jugoslavia, most 
of the factories are now run on a sort of 
syndicalist basis which amounts to private' 
enterprise thinly disguised, with the profit 
motive and bankruptcy as incentives. Mr. 
Khruschev was so impressed with the suc
cess of this system that he went to have 
a look at the factories himself, and was then 
still more impressed. In consequence Tito 
is again in his good books and we shall 
most likely be hearing in the near future 
that Russia has had to resort to something 
of the kind . 

AFRICAN STATES HAVE TWO COURSES open to 
them. Either they opt for democracy in 
which case they can turn out their govern
ment by constitutional means or they choose 
a dictatorship, call it socialist communist or 
what you will, whose chains will be rivetted 
round their necks till the dictator is removed 
by violence or bloodshed by a new dictator. 
It looks as if most of them would choose 
the latter course. 

R. LEATHER 
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sadness are well expressed III his description of this man, 
of his "strong-willed", "characteristic" face: 

"A mass of varied feelings filled my heart as 1 
looked at this chief. Once patnotic feelings inspired this 
tanned face; these eyes, once burning, were now fester
ing and watering. Great sorrow must have fallen on this 
grey-haired head to turn a formerly formidable chief 
into a pitiful person that was sitting before us ... " 
Yysheslavtsev describes Maqoma too, who was by that 

time defeated and overthrown by the British. 
"The famous Maqoma is decrepit and enfeebled; he 

is poorly dressed, if his clothing can be called dress 
at all; he lives wherever he can, at the expense of 
others, since he is absolutely beggarly. He accepts 
charity, but nobody has ever seen him begging,-he 
accepts what is given to him as a due tribute. His face 
bears the expression of independence, his eyes burn with 
intelligence and his entire face manifests boldness and 
resoluteness." 

Yysheslavtsev supposes that Maqoma served his country
men " with unusual skill, persistency and consciencious
ness" in the course of the struggle against Europeans that 
invaded the Xhosa lands. 

From T. Pringle's book, Vysheslavtsev cites a peculiar 
text of the Xhosa envoy's speech addressed to the British 
Commander-in-Chief in the Kaffir War in 1818, and he 
admires the force and original poetry of his speech. 

As for several large farms that he happened to come 
across, Yysheslavtsev wrote that they reminded him of 
the spirit of Russian serfdom landlords, of Gogol's 
characters. 

HOWEVER, PARTICULAR ATTENTION in the widest circles of 
Russian public opinion was attached to South Africa 
during the Anglo-Boer war. The Russian public absolutely 
sincerely ,!nd unreservedly took the side of the Boers. 
Russian volunteers and two medical detachments were 
sent to South Africa. Boer fightingmen and European 
volunteers elected a Russian, Colonel E. Y. Maximov, as 
General who was to become the commander of all foreign 
volunteers detachments among the Boer Republican 
troops, but heavy wounds which he sustained in the 
battle of Thaba Nchu brought him out of action. The 
population of Russia collected money to build up a relief 
fund for wounded Boees. Hundreds of books, leaflets, 
magazine articles wrote about the South African War, 
newspapers were full of photographs of bearded Boers 
in wide-brimmed hats. Boys dreamed of running away to 
South Africa to fight on the side of Boers. In his reminis
cences People, Years, Life ILYA EHRENBURG writes that he 
too tried to escape from his home and to leave for South 
Africa. K. PAUSTOVSKY, a well-known modern writer, 
writes in his autobiography how deeply impressed was his 
childish imagination by the stories told to him by his 
uncle who had returned from the South African front. 

The book by IZYEDINOVA, who was a nurse, is among the 
most inte~esting books written by the Russian eye
witnesses and participants in the Anglo-Boer War. She 
was well acquainted with General Botha and his wife, 
with State-Secretary Reitz as well as with many other 
prominent persons of the Transvaal and Orange Free State 
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Republics. She wrote, about living conditions of the 
African population in South Africa, that she was never 
struck to such an extent as by "the actual absence of 
any attitude to a Negro as to a man: he is treated here 
only as a working hand. This was especially striking in 
examination of a hospital where the section for the whites 
was very well furnished while sick 'Kaffirs' were lying 
actually on bare boards in awful stifling closets hardly 
protected against scorching sun rays. It is said that the 
black are not used to the convenience of a European bed 
and do not want to lie in it. I suppose, however, that any 
bedding on bare boards and protection against stifling 
heat and mosquitoes are good and pleasant for any 
diseased human being, and, at least, I know that in the 
infirmaries of the Russian Red Cross detachment, sick 
'Kaffirs' placed in equal conditions (though in separate 
appartments) with the white patients, not only could bear 
it, but also were extremely thankful for the conveniences 
and comfort granted to them." 

Volks Radio 
A satire 

H. B . KIMMEL 

ANNOUNCER: This is the national net-work of Yolks 
Radio. 

(Volk Music) 
ANNOUNCER: This is the Yolks Bibl.es Programme. 

Our bibles are best. Buy one of our bibles today. 
The Yolks Bibles programme presents the sermon of 
the week. 
Here is Dominee K. du Plessis to give you spiritual 
guidance. 

DOMINEE: You might find it odd for an Afrikaans minister 
to be addressing you on an English programme. Well, 
the reason for this will become apparent when I mention 
my theme-my theme is Love. Quite simply, I believe 
in loving one's neighbour, no matter what language he 
speaks. 
We all know the old saying that 'money is the root of 
all evil'. But what does it mean? Do we not all grumble 
over our salary? If you really let love into your heart, 
you would not grumble over your salary. Love your 
employer as yourself for he clothes and feeds you. As 
for strikes and trade unions, leave them alone for is 
it correct to bite the hand that feeds you? 
The countries which have the most strikes and where 
trade unions are strong are often the most ungodly. 

H. B . K I M M E L is at present visiting England, 
after several years teaching in Cape Town. 
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