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Words, words, words will resume in 
our 2 May issue. 

The announcing of material due to 
appear in the coming issue will 
otherwise discontinue as a regular 
practice. The reason for this is 
that writers have too often been 
gagged by banning orders or other 
restrictions between such an 
announcement and the appearance of 
their writings, thus making it 
impossible for us to be sure that 
such material will appear. 

"The Ballad of the Headless Men" in 
our 22 February issue was composed 
during a period of "90-day" 
solitary confinement and written 
down immediately afterwards. The 
poet's name was withheld at his own 
request. 
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MOVED TO CALEDON SQUARE 

On 9 March 1964 policemen from the Cape Town Security 
Police headquarters, Caledon Square, raided the 
offices of The New African, in Parliament Chambers, 
Parliament Street. Four hours later, after they had 
left, someone pinned on the door: "THE NEW AFRICAN -
MOVED TO ROOM 169 CALEDON SQUARE, CAPE TOWN". 

We have not yet moved back. The entire 
contents of The New African office, but' for copies 
of a few publications for which we are agents, was 
removed - from a locked filing cabinet carried by 
four (black) constables to a handful of rubber 
stamps carried by one (white) constable. 

Legal action to obtain the recovery of the 
property is being taken. 

We have tried to notify subscribers that they 
may not receive the 28 March 1964 issue until we 
have obtained our addressograph plates, or at least 
the card-index of subscribers. As this is the 
second time we have had our property removed by the 
Security Police, our older subscribers may deduce 
from the non-arrival of the 28 March issue that the 
Police have interfered in our affairs again. 

We are unable to anticipate the charge that may 
be brought against us, for the reason that we are 
aware of having broken no laws. It is difficult 
to imagine any charge that would require examination 
of every copy of every back issue, back to the 
beginning in January 1962. All of these were taken. 
The suggestion has been made that the operation was 
intended to intimidate all concerned with The New 
African. We can only reiterate that, speaking for 
those who edit and produce The New African, the 
operation has failed. We confidently hope that it 
has not only failed for our agents, subscribers and 
other readers, but that the 9 March raid will 
inspire them to support us even more strongly even 
than they have done in the past. 

Salahi 
Illustrations on pages 60, 61, 62 and of the front 
cover are by the Sudanese artist Ibrahim Salahi, 
whose work has been described by Ulli Beier in The 
New African, October 1962 and 18 January 1964. 
Trained at the Slade School in London, Salahi is 
now, a teacher in the Khartoum Technical Institute. 
"Most of his work is figurative, the basic Arab 
forms being still -recognisable, and some of the 
exquisite rhythm of the writing has been preserved". 
Ulli Beier's view is borne out in these drawings. 

50 Published by the proprietors, In sight Publications (Ply.) Ltd .. 715 Grt!enmarket Place. 48 Shortmarket Street, Cape Town, and" 
printed by Pioneer Press (Ply.) Ltd., She/fey Road. 5,alt River. 
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"Where the hell is Shorty? Shorty's always late?" 
"You know he went for the booze." 
"So where's Mike? He's got the maps. He's the bright 

boy who knows all the plans. Now just when we've got 
to go he ain't here." 

"Look, Barnsey, you're getting jittery." 
"Shit! This isn't fun's play, cheap dramatics. This is it!" 
"Mama, give us another drink." 
"IT my arse-hole. Who d'you think you impress?" 
"But where's Shorty?" 
"Look, Barnsey, the car's not even here. You shoot 

your bloody nerves into all of us. Can't we have our 
drink without your jitteriness?" 

"T-T-To hell with you!" 
"We're going there in any case." 
Poo-poo-poo-poo-poo! 
"That's the car, you bastard, and I haven't even slugged 

my first drink." 
"It may be the cops. Somebody squealed. They know 

all about our plans. Let me out of here! Let me out of 
here! " 

"Shut him up!" 
"Quickly, somebody catch his throat!" 
"His temple!" 
"No, you'll kill him, you ass." 
"Ahhhh! " 
"Untie his shoes, his belt, his underpants, his . .. his 

tie." 
Poo-poo-poo-poo-pooo! 
"They're here . . . . !" 
"Shut up, you fool!" 
"Hank, you dive into that bedroom. Dive, you bastard. 

I don't carredam what instructions are, dive! Tholo, Peter, 
Jamesey, you, you, carry out Barnes as if he was just 
ordinary drunk." 

"But it's only ... " 
"Shut up, and do what I tell you!" 
"Shorty's delayed; I'm sure he's gone to that bitch of 

his, and let us get caught here. Damn his women!" 
"Shut up, you guys, shut up! What's happened to your 

discipline? Has it gone to pieces so early? When the cops 
come, play it easy. You're only shebeeners. Hear? You're 
only orrinary-to-God shebeeners." 

Poo-poo-poo-poo pool 
"Take it easy. Hell, take it easy like me. Remember, the 

cops don't know you're not just orrinary shebeeners. Just 
take it easy, and don't make them think there's anything 
out of the way." 

Pooooooooooooooooooo! 

CAN THE M BA, formerly assistant-editor of Drum, 
Johannesburg, is now teaching in Swaziland. 
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The Fugitives 
CAN THEMBA 

A Story 

Knock! Knock! Knock! Knock! Knock! 
"What the bloody-hell is wrong with all you guys. Do 

you think I'll carry all this stuff in by myself? Jeewheezus, 
you guys look all dead-scared. Come and help me with 
all the stuff in the boot of the car." 

"Shorty, you purulent pimple . . . " 
"Shorty, you alone?" 
"Shorty, where you been all this blinking time?" 
"Is it Shorty for sure?" 
"Look, boys, I fetched the booze, didn't I ? I fetched it 

alone, didn't I? I got and paid the taxi and showed him 
the roads, byways from Fordsburg to here. Least you 
could do is to carry the stuff out of the boot out there. 
As it is, the taxi is getting scared or tricky, and may 
shoot off with our whole damned party. Uncle, tell some 
of these boys to help me lug in the stuff, will you?" 

"God, Shorty, you got us scared. Where the hell you 
been?" 

"Scared? You scared, Uncle? Fancy Uncle bein' scared, 
after the big talk he gave us and after I went hell-'n-gone 
to get the stuff for the party." 

"To hell with you, Shorty." 
Poo-poo-pooo! Poo-poo-pooo! 
"Look, you boys, unless we git out to fetch that stuff 

the taximan will eff-off with it all." 
"Okay, let's go. Let's all go out and git it." 
"Come-ahn, Barnsey. You too." 
"After you, sir." 
"To hell with your after-yous." 
"Hey, mister, you gonna take your stuff and pay the fare 

and pay for my time too, or you ain't gonna like me." 
"All right. All right." 
"Take that cardboard box, Tholo. Take the other side, 

Jamesey. Take this box, Uncle. It's Scotch Whisky, the 
horse that never kicks. Uncle, it's a pity to have to drink 
this stuff with barbarians like these. Look out, Barnes, 
you clumsy fool, that box is loose under and the whole 
caboodle will come Ol.l,.t." 

"Shit, git the stuff into the house. Or the cops will 
catch us here with the goods, us bein' the worse goods." 

"You're not supposed to talk politics on this trip." 
"Sssshh! Who talks of trips?" 
"Who's that?" 
"What's going on here?" 

World Surface Mail: 1 year R2/£I/S2.80; 
6 months RI/IOs/$1.40; Renewal: 1 year R1.80/ 
188/$2.50. 
Students in Southern Africa : 1 year R1.50/15s. 
Airmail: 1 year, USA $6/UK 30s. 
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"Hush. Movement 3 with intent to kill." 
"Grab him! The Jugular" "No, the larynx box first" 

"Chop! the blade of your hand, you fool." 
"But he knows all the counters!" 
"It-it-it's me, Mike, YOll murderolls bastards." 
"Capital S-H-I-T, Mike. This isn't funny. You know 

we':re on tenterhooks." 
"Oh-Oh-Okay, fellers , you've proved your point. Now, 

where's the party?" 
Zooooom! 
"Jeewheezus! look at that taxi git the holy-hell out of 

here." 
"Well, saves me three rand. Come, let's git the stuff 

into the house." 
"Wait a minute. Jane! Jaynee, it's okay now." 
"Nnno! My God, no. He hasn't brought a dame, has 

he?" 
"Jane here's going with us. Only to you she's Siporrah 

Medumo." 
"No dame's going with us." 
"Superior instructions." 
"No dame's !wino with us." 
"Let's get out of this street into the house." 
"Come'n Jane-I mean, Siporrah. They're rough but I 

think to-night just scared shit-stiff." 
"Waaal, and you're not scared. Michael?" 
"Waaal, this is the biggest thing we've tried. This is 

under the nose- but I'll tell you all about it later. Only, 
be careful, they're damned suspicious. Let's join them 
inside, shall we?" 

" ... and make sure, boys, you don't get too pissed. 
You're only allowed this drink to help you steel your 
nerves. You've got to have all vour wits about you all 
the time. That's why we couldn't have the regular send-off 
shindig." 

"Hear! hear! serve mine in a thimble, Uncle." 
"But why the macaroni should we have an unscheduled 

dame with us?" 
"Mike. explain that one." 
"I told you, superior instructions." 
"Superior instructions from whose superior arse?" 
"It isn't smart to make wild remarks like that." 
"Oh, I don't mind telling jumpy brother Barnes my 

little bit in the Why and Wherefore. It's true, I'm un
scheduled. Nothing really vital on this trip is scheduled . 
It only happens there's a fricky little roundabout way from 
Mafeking to Ramatlhabama which I alone know, and my 
job is to get you through there in deadnight that you 
cannot see, see?" 

"Hey, who told you I want Zoda in my whisky?" 
"No, thanks, my dear, I don't drink." 
"How do you trust a dame that don't drink?" 
"Zoobeeriya Eenstrookshuns!" 
"When the hell is this car coming. anyway?" 
"Take it easy, Barnesey, take it easy." 
"Don't keep telling me to take it easy. I bloody-well 

told you the whole arrangement is a monumental balls-up. 
We'll be caught here before we've even left Joburg." 

"You don't even deserve to leave J oburg. You're en
titled as of right to a nice comfy stone. cell in Number 
Four for the rest of your life." 
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"You keep getting at me, Hank. You think I'm scared 
of you. I'll break your scrawny neck for you." 

"You and who'? You can bring your mother, your 
father, your brothers and sisters, your aunts and uncles, 
your cousins and chance relatives. " 

"Why, I'll ... " 
" You'll get yours now!" 
"Cut it out, boys, cut it out! " 
"He's like that when he's drunk." 
"That's the general idea. Barnes has got to be made 

drunk first before we can leave here." 
"Pass that bottle, pally. I can't get decently pickled 

knowing that there's a dame here that doesn't drink, and 
all about: 'I've Got A Girl In Ramatlhabama'. The 
thing's got me so worried my intestines won't take." 

"Well, son, mine are still idling just-like." 
"Tell you what? Let's jazz up this party a little and 

forget about the Great Adventure." 
"Why doesn't Mister Superior Instructions tell us some

thing of the hazards we take in going along with an 
obvious deadweight like Barnesy here? I don't like the 
mysterious ways in which these wonders perform." 

"Let's jazz up this party. Peter, give us a song, will 
you?" 

"Cit on board. ah little chillun. git on board . .. Ah, 
what the hell, nobody wants to sing." 

"Look, Shorty, that's not thrrree fingers, and that's not 
whisky." 

"Easy, man. Gotta save something for the trip." 
"Cit on board . . ." 
"I drink this to the success of Operation Rabbit." 
"Sssshh, you basterd!" 
"I guess we better sing." 
"How about: The Doughty Men?" 
"Ya, with Tholo's rumbling baritone leading us. Peter, 

you're Tshaka. You, Mike, you're Dingane. Uncle's 
Ghandi, Moshoeshoe and Makana . Shorty's Moses. Barne
sey's Jesus. J ane's Piet Retief. 

"Nnnnno! Who ever heard of a girl Piet Retief?" 
"Duzzen marrer." 
" Come'n, Peter, give!" 
Calling all the doughty men 

Who sought and wrought 
And fought and thought; 

Calling them out of the pen 

The bloody lot 
That yielded not. 

U-Tshaka! 

U-Dingane! 

But fought from million down to ten , 
Calling all the doughty men. 

Le-Moshoeshoe! No-Makana! 
A nd what the bloody-hell of Pieter Retief! 

Of Chandi! 
Of Moses! 

Of Jesus! 
UmKulunkulu! give us more doughty men! 
"But who wrote this moving song of the refugees? I've 

heard it told that it just fell together at places where 
fugitives have met for a night or so and wanted something 
to give them heart." 

"Shit, that's poetry. man, heroic poetry, and such things 
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don't just fall together." 
"But how-come Piet Retief got into it? " 
"That's the lofty part of it, son. Retief in his day must 

have had feelings lIke ours . That's what heroic poetry 
knows; the deeper state of a man, not just the transient 
things." 

"The only deeper states 1 know are in a bottle. Pass 
me a drink, lad. " 

"But when's our bloody car coming?" 
KNOCK! KNOCK! KNOCK! 
"There you are, me lad." 
"Jeewheezus, the cops! " 
"Ja, Martina, selling liquor again." 
"Nay, baas, this is my birthday party. These are all 

my friends and relatives. As you can see they're all kaffirs 
drinking within the meaning of the Act." 

"Sure, now, Martina. Let's just see their papers." 
"Aw, they raIl right." 
"Hm. What beats me in this blasted job is that the 

kaffirs' faces in their books and on their heads never tell 
you anything. You know, Gert, these kaffirs could all 
exchange their books with one another and I still would 
not know." 

"Ag, mahn, so long as they got the books. It's these 
cheeky ones that won't carry books that get me the hell 
in. Now, Martina, pour me a nice, large whisky, my 
goodly maid." 

"How come you boys can afford whisky. hey? My God, 
I can't. I suppose, it's all stolen stuff that gets sold here 
in the townships at back-door prices, ne? Not that I care 
much of a damn. My job is to catch communists, not to 
spoil the fun of people who drink decently at home." 

"Ahh! Enniwey, whod've thought I could drink whisky 
every day of my life? Soda from a siphon. Ice cubes. 
Bulb glasses. Ai, Martina, you are quite a girl. Now that 
the tsotsis drink in peace and there's crime even at night, 
working in the townships is not so bad after all." 

"Well, we got to go. Martina, these friends and relatives 
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of yours are nice boys. Give them a whisky each and 
put it on our account, ha! ha! ha! " 

"Ya, baas." 
"Goodbyes, everybody, goodbyes." 
"Liquor on their account. Fancy!" 
"Martina, these nice friends and relatives of yours, give 

them a whisky each on our account." 
"Ha! Ha! Ha!" 
" Ya, baas!" 
"Ha! Ha! Ha! Ha! Ha!" 
"Goodbyes, everyone of you nice kaffirs, goodbyes." 
"HA! HA! HA! HA! HA!" 
"Sure, boys, you're getting your whisky on the account 

of the Department of Justice. But it's coming out of your 
stock." 

"Jeewheezus, Aunt Martina, you're a spoil-sport." 
"What I hated most was his saying that we all look 

alike. Fancy, my looking like Barnesy here. I thought I 
had individuality." 

"Anyway, Martina., pour that precious whisky, and onc 
for yourself, too. It's probably the last we shall get from 
such an august source, in such illustrious company." 

"To the Department of Justice!" 
"To Freedom!" 

"To nice kaffirs scared shat in the pants!" 
"To hell with it. to Aunt Martina!" 

"TO AUNTIE MARTINA!" 
"There's the car, folks. We better get out of hostile 

country." 
"Goodbye, Aunt Martina." 
"Goodbye Sis Martina." 
"Goodbye, Martinatjie!" 
"Jeewheezus, the dear, old shebeening gal's actually 

crying at the loss of our custom." 
"You've got the good taste of a polecat, get into your 

Boy Scout uniforms, all of you!" 
"What's Jane? A Girl Scout or a Boy Guide?" 
"To hell with you!" • 

I 
• Also present was Mr. Howard Ode11 

(M.P., Maritzburg City), who recent
ly resigned from the United Party 
and joined the Nationalists . .. 

• Senator A. P. Erlank (Nat.): 
Opposition members seemed to be 
concerned about the fate of 90-day 
detainees, but many people in the 
restless world of today would not 
mind being locked up for 90 days. 

difficulties.- Major Piet van der Byl , 
letter to the Cape Times. 

' Many English-speaking people in 
the past looked to England as a big 
brother, but now my call to these 
people is "look to big brother Afri
kaner" ,' Mr. Odell said.- Cape Argus 

Look at what people like Hitler 
and Martin Luther achieved after 
being locked up for long periods. 

For a man with a clear conscience 
there could be nothing bad in soli
tary confinement. 

The psychological effect of solitary 
confinement was not aimed at the 
innocent, but at those whose con
sciences were not clear.- Cape 
Times. 

• Most of us are glad to learn that the 
United States, after its monotonous 
criticism of us, also has its racial 
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• Non-White buses in Johannesburg 
may soon be operated by non-White 
crews, if the City Council approves a 
recommendation put forward today 
by the Transport Department. 

The introduction of non-White 
crews would save ratepayers an esti
mated R80 ,000 a year.- The Star, 
Johannesburg. [H.L.] 

'. Of course, some " civilians" were 
caught up in the desert war. The 
Arabs. But I'm sure they loved it. 
They sold eggs to both sides and 
turned a pretty penny.- Lieut. Gene
ral Sir John Cowley Oil "the North 
African show", Rand Daily Mail. 
[N.K.] 

• Bloemfontein , Saturday.- A 16-year
old Bloemfontein schoolboy who 
tried to apply apartheid himself-he 
said he was told to do so by his 
principal-was found guilty of the 
theft of a blazer this week. 

The boy, a high school pupil, said 
in the Bloemfontein Magistrate's 
Court that he took a school blazer 
from a Native child because "if 
people came from overseas and saw 
a Native wearing a school blazer 
they would think there is no apart
heid and that schools are multi
racial."-Sunday Times, Johannes
burg. [H.H.] 
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As others see South Africa 

The Russian 
Experience 

A. B. DAVIDSON 

1 

ON 21 April 1808, a Russian ship named Diana reached 
Simonstown on its way from Petersburg to Kamchatka for 
the purposes of a scientific expedition. The Russian sea
men dreamed of a friendly reception and rest after a long 
and difficult voyage. But to their surprise the Diana was 
met with the muzzles of guns. One of the British frigates 
set sail and came up close to the Russian ship, while all 
men-of-war in the road stead immediately dispatched 
armed boats to the Diane. 

The ship found herself captive, though her captain had 
a passport given by the British Government to grant him 
the right of free sailing. Being for a long time at sea, 
the crew was not aware of the war that had broken out 
between Russia and Britain. 

V. M. GOLOVNIN, captain of the Diana and a well
known seaman, took a brave decision. Thirteen months 
he had to wait for a favourable moment, but, at last, on 
16 May 1809, he realised his intention: the whole crew 
rushed up the masts rapidly set storm sails and the Rus
sian ship left for the ocean in sight of the British ships 
guarding her. The weather was rather stormy and this 
lulled the vigilance of British sailors: they were far from 
expecting such audacity on the part of Golovnin. 

FOR THE THIRTEEN MONTHS that Golovnin was forced to 
spend at the Cape of Good Hope he composed a descrip
tion of the Cape's colony. His work was not the first to 
let Russian readers know about this country. As early as 
1793, in the time of Kathe.rine n, a book on South Africa 
written by F. Le Vaillant was translated into Russian. 
Its publication was an evidence of awakening interest in 
Russia to this remote area of the world. 

So, Golovnin's description was not the first work on 
South Africa published in the Russian language. Golovnin 
~as n?t the, first Russian either .that had stayed for a long 
tIme III the South of the Afncan continent: he wrote 
that in Cape Town he had run into "Ivan Stepanov's son 
Seziom who came from Nijniy Novgorod. Fate had been 
throwing him all over the world until he found himself 
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A. B. D A V I D SON, a prominent Soviet African
ist, has published historical works on the conquest 
of Southern Rhodesia. 

in Cape Town, settled in Hottentots Holland, married 
and the father of three children. He was called Janze
Russe, i.e. "real Russian." 

But it is still Golovnin who was the first Russian to 
write a detailed description of Cape's Colony-The Present 
State of the Colony of the Cape of Good Hope, with a 
Description of Surrounding Waters and Meteorological 
Notes. 

The Dutch settlers of those times were described by 
Golovnin in the following words: 

"Of their vices the main is, in my mind, the cruelty 
with which they treat their slaves . . . The slaves are 
kept in this colony very badly ... " 

!hese. words. by Golovnin would have been of no great 
Importance If he had attacked such a state of affairs 
~n a . foreign country and had shut his eyes to such things 
In hl~ home ~a~d. But Golovnin equally severely branded 
Tsanst-colomahsts who exploited the peoples of Kamchat
ka and other outlying districts of Russia. 

In 1853 South Africa was visited by I. A. GONCHAROV, 
a well-known writer whose novels are still studied in 
Soviet sch?ols. He travelled much in the Cape Colony and 
told RUSSIan readers about it with a lively interest and 
sympathy. 

How poetically he described the Southern African 
night: 

"The Southern night is mysterious and wonderful as a 
beauty under a black haze: dark and silent, but boilino 

and thrilling inside under her transparent veil. One feel~ 
that every gulp of this air adds to one's health. It 
refreshes the breast and nerves like swimming in fresh 
water. It is warm as if this night possesses its own 
dark sun which invisibly gives warmth to it. It is still, 
quiet and mysterious. Leaves are motionless on the 
trees." 
And here is one of Goncharov's statements about the 

inhabitants of the colony: 
"The Englishman is a master here whate,ver he is: 

he is always. exquisitely dressed, coldly and contemp
t~ou~ly h.e gIves. orders to the Black. The Englishman 
SIts III hiS spacIOus office or in his shop or on the 
ex~hange, buzzing with activity on the wharf; he is a 
buIlder, engineer, planter, official; he gives orders, 
governs, works ; it is he who rides in a coach and on 
h~)[Se.back,. who ~njoys the coolness on the balcony of 
hIS VIlla hIdden III the shade of the vineyard. 

"And what about the Black? Here is a slender 
handsome ~egro, the Fingo or Mozambique, carrying 
a bale on hIS shoulders; he is a 'coolie'-hired servant 
a porter running his master's errands. Here is another: 
from the Zulu tribe and more often a Hottentot, who is 
skilfully driving a pair of horses harnessed in a cabrio
let. And a third one, a Bechuana, is leading a saddle
horse; a fourth is sweeping the street, raising yellow 
reddish dust." 
Goncharov states: 

"There are no black natives in the colony, who could 
be called citizens of their own country. Here, they are 
servants, workers, coachmen; in a word they are 
colonists' wage servants, and even as such' they have 
been only lately, since some time ago they were slaves." 
Goncharov wrote these words one hundred years ago. 
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Not all of what he and his contemporaries considered to 
be true, with respect to South Africa, has been proved 
correct by the course of time. But the major problem was 
comprehended by Goncharov in the right way: 

Unfortunately, the century that elapsed since then, has 
failed to solve this problem. 

The artist and writer, A. VYSHESLAVTSEV, visited the 
Cape colony several years after Goncharov in the fifties 
of the last century. He gave a very inquisitive look to the 
life of the non-white population of South Africa. The 
sight of a beggarly African with a yoke upon his neck, 
whom he ran into on the road, "very eloquently tells the 
passing cabs, coaches and waggons about suffering and 
humiliated humanity ... " 

"At this very moment the major problems are being 
solved, the problems which can condition its existence 
and which determine what is in store for this colony, 
i.e. whether it will remain a mere colony for Europeans 
as it was under the rule of the Dutch who failed to do 
anything for the black tribes, and will remain in the 
future a dull patch of land populated by Europeans, or 
the Black as legitimate children of one and the same 
father will on equal grounds with the White, enjoy the 
heritage of freedom, religion and civilisation granted to 
them as well ." 

Vysheslavtsev was interested in the Xhosa wars. He did 
his best to see the famous tribal chiefs of this people, to 
get a knowledge of them from narratives, from literatur~. 
He visited the prison near Cape Town just to see one 
of the Xhosa chiefs imprisoned there. Sympathy and 
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Socialist 
Survey 

COMMENT 

The Word 

nSocialism" 

has lost 

its meaning 
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IT IS CUSTOMARY these days to assume that 
Socialism is inborn in the peoples of Africa 
because (hey lived under tribal communism 
in the recent past. But, so have most of the 
races throughout the world, if not in the 
recent past at least in the not too distant 
past. Pre-Roman Italy was a mass of war
ring tribes much on the same pattern as 
Africa. Caesar relates that Britain, France, 
Spain, and Germany, indeed all Europe was 
just the same in his day. Right up till the 
early Middle Ages the Manor in England 
closely resembled a tribal community. In a 
recent treatise on Agriculture in Tropical 
Africa, it was stated that "Land belonged 
to "the tribe, the cultivator only acquiring 
temporary rights and most cattle herding 
"was done on a communal basis". Substitute 
the word "Manor" for "tribe" and you 
have an almost exact description of the 
·early mediaeval Manor, which goes to show 
that Africans are not so different from 
other folk. 

The word Socialism like Democracy and 
many other words has in these days vir
tually lost its meaning. It is used generally 
as a lure to induce the underprivileged to 
hoist a dictator to power as we see in the 
case of Ghana and other so called demo
cracies in Africa. So many still believe that 
socialism means "Wealth without work". It 
is a delusion that Socialism brings with it 
social services or that social services are 
impossible without Socialism. Britain posses
ses what is probably the most complete 
system ·of Social Services in the world, and 
she owes them to two Liberals, Lloyd 
George, who said "Socialism is the negation. 
of freedom" and to Lord Beveridge who 
drew up the ground plan of the Welfare 
State, as it is to-day, without the periodic 
shortages of food which exist in the 
U.S.S.R. 
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UP TO THE PRESENT CENTURY at all events, 
the only completely Socialist state that ever 
existed was Peru, which fell like a pack of 
cards at the advent of a troop of Spanish 
horse, its people demoralised by centuries 
of dependence on others rather than on 
themselves. Throughout the whole of the 
West, it is now a declining and discredited 
creed, and it is unlikely that any Western 
Nation will ever go socialist again. Britain 
is disiilusioned by the experiments she made 
with the nationalisation of the means of 
production, distribution, and exchange. All 
they produce is deficits and higher prices to 
the consumer. Behind the Iron Curtain, it 
barely manages to produce the necessities of 
life let alone luxuries. In Jugoslavia, most 
of the factories are now run on a sort of 
syndicalist basis which amounts to private' 
enterprise thinly disguised, with the profit 
motive and bankruptcy as incentives. Mr. 
Khruschev was so impressed with the suc
cess of this system that he went to have 
a look at the factories himself, and was then 
still more impressed. In consequence Tito 
is again in his good books and we shall 
most likely be hearing in the near future 
that Russia has had to resort to something 
of the kind . 

AFRICAN STATES HAVE TWO COURSES open to 
them. Either they opt for democracy in 
which case they can turn out their govern
ment by constitutional means or they choose 
a dictatorship, call it socialist communist or 
what you will, whose chains will be rivetted 
round their necks till the dictator is removed 
by violence or bloodshed by a new dictator. 
It looks as if most of them would choose 
the latter course. 

R. LEATHER 
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sadness are well expressed III his description of this man, 
of his "strong-willed", "characteristic" face: 

"A mass of varied feelings filled my heart as 1 
looked at this chief. Once patnotic feelings inspired this 
tanned face; these eyes, once burning, were now fester
ing and watering. Great sorrow must have fallen on this 
grey-haired head to turn a formerly formidable chief 
into a pitiful person that was sitting before us ... " 
Yysheslavtsev describes Maqoma too, who was by that 

time defeated and overthrown by the British. 
"The famous Maqoma is decrepit and enfeebled; he 

is poorly dressed, if his clothing can be called dress 
at all; he lives wherever he can, at the expense of 
others, since he is absolutely beggarly. He accepts 
charity, but nobody has ever seen him begging,-he 
accepts what is given to him as a due tribute. His face 
bears the expression of independence, his eyes burn with 
intelligence and his entire face manifests boldness and 
resoluteness." 

Yysheslavtsev supposes that Maqoma served his country
men " with unusual skill, persistency and consciencious
ness" in the course of the struggle against Europeans that 
invaded the Xhosa lands. 

From T. Pringle's book, Vysheslavtsev cites a peculiar 
text of the Xhosa envoy's speech addressed to the British 
Commander-in-Chief in the Kaffir War in 1818, and he 
admires the force and original poetry of his speech. 

As for several large farms that he happened to come 
across, Yysheslavtsev wrote that they reminded him of 
the spirit of Russian serfdom landlords, of Gogol's 
characters. 

HOWEVER, PARTICULAR ATTENTION in the widest circles of 
Russian public opinion was attached to South Africa 
during the Anglo-Boer war. The Russian public absolutely 
sincerely ,!nd unreservedly took the side of the Boers. 
Russian volunteers and two medical detachments were 
sent to South Africa. Boer fightingmen and European 
volunteers elected a Russian, Colonel E. Y. Maximov, as 
General who was to become the commander of all foreign 
volunteers detachments among the Boer Republican 
troops, but heavy wounds which he sustained in the 
battle of Thaba Nchu brought him out of action. The 
population of Russia collected money to build up a relief 
fund for wounded Boees. Hundreds of books, leaflets, 
magazine articles wrote about the South African War, 
newspapers were full of photographs of bearded Boers 
in wide-brimmed hats. Boys dreamed of running away to 
South Africa to fight on the side of Boers. In his reminis
cences People, Years, Life ILYA EHRENBURG writes that he 
too tried to escape from his home and to leave for South 
Africa. K. PAUSTOVSKY, a well-known modern writer, 
writes in his autobiography how deeply impressed was his 
childish imagination by the stories told to him by his 
uncle who had returned from the South African front. 

The book by IZYEDINOVA, who was a nurse, is among the 
most inte~esting books written by the Russian eye
witnesses and participants in the Anglo-Boer War. She 
was well acquainted with General Botha and his wife, 
with State-Secretary Reitz as well as with many other 
prominent persons of the Transvaal and Orange Free State 
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Republics. She wrote, about living conditions of the 
African population in South Africa, that she was never 
struck to such an extent as by "the actual absence of 
any attitude to a Negro as to a man: he is treated here 
only as a working hand. This was especially striking in 
examination of a hospital where the section for the whites 
was very well furnished while sick 'Kaffirs' were lying 
actually on bare boards in awful stifling closets hardly 
protected against scorching sun rays. It is said that the 
black are not used to the convenience of a European bed 
and do not want to lie in it. I suppose, however, that any 
bedding on bare boards and protection against stifling 
heat and mosquitoes are good and pleasant for any 
diseased human being, and, at least, I know that in the 
infirmaries of the Russian Red Cross detachment, sick 
'Kaffirs' placed in equal conditions (though in separate 
appartments) with the white patients, not only could bear 
it, but also were extremely thankful for the conveniences 
and comfort granted to them." 

Volks Radio 
A satire 

H. B . KIMMEL 

ANNOUNCER: This is the national net-work of Yolks 
Radio. 

(Volk Music) 
ANNOUNCER: This is the Yolks Bibl.es Programme. 

Our bibles are best. Buy one of our bibles today. 
The Yolks Bibles programme presents the sermon of 
the week. 
Here is Dominee K. du Plessis to give you spiritual 
guidance. 

DOMINEE: You might find it odd for an Afrikaans minister 
to be addressing you on an English programme. Well, 
the reason for this will become apparent when I mention 
my theme-my theme is Love. Quite simply, I believe 
in loving one's neighbour, no matter what language he 
speaks. 
We all know the old saying that 'money is the root of 
all evil'. But what does it mean? Do we not all grumble 
over our salary? If you really let love into your heart, 
you would not grumble over your salary. Love your 
employer as yourself for he clothes and feeds you. As 
for strikes and trade unions, leave them alone for is 
it correct to bite the hand that feeds you? 
The countries which have the most strikes and where 
trade unions are strong are often the most ungodly. 

H. B . K I M M E L is at present visiting England, 
after several years teaching in Cape Town. 
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The subject of Izyedinova's pride in the activity of the 
Russian detachment was first of all its humane attitude 
to the Africans. 

Many of foreign volunteers who came to help the 
Boers were infected with the poison of racism. The French 
Colonel Yillebois-Mareuil who had been for some time 
the commander of all European volunteers in the Boer 
War wrote that an African could not even light a fire 
if he was not first given a flogging. In her book Izyedinova 
repeatedly turned her attention to this disgraceful , to her 
mind, point of view in contrast to her own experience 
of associating with Africans, especially with the Zulu. 

THE CULTURAL REVOLUTION that took place in our country 
after the overthrow of the Tsarism, resulted in the fact 
that millions and millions of people started to strive for 
knowledge about the surrounding world. Interest in South 
Africa has grown as well. It attracts by its originality, by 
the complexity of its problems. Though personal contacts 

Now, I am thinking of a particular country. In that 
land the name of which I shall not mention, a man, a 
writer from another country, used a certain library and 
wrote a most pernicious book, still treasured by blas
phemers and materialists. 
Now, if this country of which I am speaking had truly 
had a Christian atmosphere, he could never have com
pleted the book. There was no love in that man's soul 
but at the same time Christian love had drained from 
all the people living in that country. He could never 
have written that book here and have had it pub
lished. Yes, loving one's neighbour is the essence of 
all religious teaching. Now a certain member of my 
congregation once said to me, 'Dominee,' he said, 'be
cause of apartheid the Kaffer is not our neighbour 
anymore so are we justified in hating him? 'No', was 
my reply. It is precisely because we love the black man 
that we are giving him the facilities to develop in his 
own area. Even if he is in his own area, he is still our 
neighbour and it is because we love him that we arc 
not going to abandon him. Are we not going to look 
after the foreign affairs of the Bantustan and attend to 
matters like defence? 
No, I still believe, love your neighbour as yourself. 

(Volk Music) 
ANNOUNCER: Next time you have an accident, ask your 

ambulance-driver to take you to the Yolks Hospital. 
(Volk Music) 

ANNOUNCER: The Yolks Hospital presents this week's 
episode in our wonderful serial 'Leonardo'. Our story 
revolves around that great figure, Leonardo da Yinci
painter, engineer, philosopher and lover. 
In our last episode we saw how Leonardo rescued the 
countess from the burning art-gallery. Their lips had 
just parted from a kiss when they were interrupted by 
none other than the husband of the countess as he 
happened to be strolling by. 

COUNT: Listen oke, what is the meaning of this? 
LEONARDO: Hell man , Count, we were going to tell you . 

We like each other. 
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between peoples of different countries on the whole has 
greatly increased in the course of the last decades, and 
peoples from different parts of the world have got to 
know each other better, South Africa has been cut off 
from the USSR by the iron curtain already for the past 
two or three generations. This iron curtain was built up by 
those forces of South Africa which shunned everything 
that was Soviet like the plague. The world-acclaimed 
film "Battleship Potyemkin" was banned on the screens 
of the Union of South Africa in the thirties, Mayakovsky's 
verses written for children were prohibited in the 'fifties. 
Soviet people are deprived of the opportunity to see the 
present South African reality with their own eyes. 

Despite all this, new research works devoted to Africa 
are elaborated in the USSR. The readers of The New 
African magazine know about them for example from the 
article "Studying Africa in the Soviet Union" by Professor 
1. Potekhin, published in the June 1962 issue of the 
magazine. • 

COUNTESS: Hey! 
COUNTESS: Yes, I like Leonardo, Antonio. 
COUNT: Yislaik! 
LEONARDO: Stop looking like that. If you have anything 

to say, say it. 
COUNT: We'll have to have this out, da Yinci. You arty 

types think you can get away with anything. 
LEONARDO: O.K.? O.K.? If you want to have it out, it's 

O.K. with me. 
COUNT: Then meet me at the tavern in quarter of an hour. 

COIl)e on you. 
COUNTESS: I'm staying with Leonardo. 
COUNT (leaving): You'll be sorry. 
COUNTESS: Don't fight him, Leonardo. What will I have 

left if he messes you up? 
LEONARDO: I have completed my painting of you, Mona. 
COUNTESS: He's always like that. He can't bear to see me 

having fun. What shall we do in the meantime? 
LEONARDO: I have a new oil-technique. Come up to my 

studio and have a look. 
(Volk Music) 

ANNOUNCER: Next week the Yolks Hospital brings you 
another episode in our great serial-'Leonardo'! 

(Volk Music) 
ANNOUNCER: This is the 'Yolks Lipstick Programme.' 

Would you let your daughter go with a kaffer? See 
that she wears 'Yolks Lipstick' and gets a white 
husband! 

(Volk Music) 
ANNOUNCER: We are privileged to have with us in the 

studio the noted rocket-expert, Dr. Koos van der Merwe, 
who directed the launching of the successful 'Project 
Ossewa.' 
-Dr. van der Merwe, is it true that our first attempt to 

launch a South African rocket sent the missile over 
one mile into the air? 

-Yes. 
-How does this compare with the work of the Ameri-

cans and the Soviet Union? 
- Well, you know, they have many captured German 
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scientists working for them. 
- I see. Dr. van der Merwe, did our rocket carry a 

passenger? 
-Yes. It did. A little white mouse. 
-And how did you and your fellow scientists decide 

on this? 
-Well, we couldn't find a black. 
- Dr. van der Merwe, have you anything you would 

like to add? 
-Yes, whenever my daughter goes out, she wears 

'Yolks Lipstick' . It's wonderful. 
ANNOUNCER: It's a fact! Most scientists' daughters wear 

'V olks Lipstick'! 
(Volk Music) 

ANNOUNCER: If you are going to have a blue baby, order 
your blood from the Yolks Blood-bank. Ours is pure 
European blood, taken from the veins of rugby-players. 

(Volk Music) 
-Next week, same time then? 
-O.K. Dominee. God, you're terrific, man. 
-Shut-up! you're with a white man now! 

(Silence) 
ANNOUNCER : We apologise for the delay but we had to 

overcome a certain amount of disturbance in one of 
the empty studios. 

(Pause) 
Everything is in order now. 

(Volk Music) 
ANNOUNCER: The 'Yolks Blood-bank' presents another 

'Culture programme.' 
(Volk Music) 

ANNOUNCER: As the holiday season has arrived, there will 
be many visitors in Cape Town and today's talk on the 
Cape Coloured people is presented for their benefit. 

READER: When the visitor arrives in Cape Town, he will 
be struck by the warm, smiling faces of this naturally 
happy folk. A musical race, they are a great delight 
especially around New Year when they take part in 
their lively 'Coon Carnival'. 
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The women make excellent housemaids and can often 
be heard singing in their rooms after hours, while the 
men are very interested in fishing although many of 
them are employed in the town. 
They can be persuaded to work on reasonable terms 
although the odd worker might become a nuisance on 
being engaged. On these occasions it is never really 
necessary to give a thrashing or to call the police as 
with Bantus, for a good scolding will often do the trick . 
For a white gentleman the correct form of address is 
'Baas' and never 'Sir' while a white lady, whether single 
or married should always insist on 'Madam' although 
'Merrim' is not meant to be offensive. This mispronun
ciation occurs on the part of those women who have 
had their front teeth extracted. This is done for the 
benefit of the men who find it more attractive. 
The Coloured people, as old as Cape Society itself, have 
their own schools, universities and hospitals and provide 
their own teachers and quite often their own doctors. 
They do not seem enthusiastic about professions like 
engineering or architecture although, no doubt, this will 
come when they show greater responsibility. 
The 'Yolks Blood-bank' wishes the visitor a happy stay 

in Cape Town and hopes the Cape Coloured people 
will add to this amusement. 

(Volk Music) 
ANNOUNCER : Attention all Bantus! why not come into the 

Yolks Bazaar today and see our exquisite range of 
leather wallets with zips. Ideal for carrymg your pass. 
A noted Bantu artist says, 
'I carry my pass in a V olks wallet!' 

(Volks Music) 
ANNOUNCER: The Yolks Bazaar presents today's chapter 

in our thrilling serial for children-'Supervoortrekker: 
Supervoortrekker stands supreme in defending apartheid 
from would-be transgressors. 
One bite of the 'magic-boerewors' and Jan Meintjies is 
instantly transformed into 'Supervoortrekker'. 
Jan Meintjies, the good-looking South African sports
man, is returning home from an afternoon of Volkspele, 
and is crossing a platform at the station. He has emerged 
from the shadows and the good South African sunlight 
is flooding his Aryan features. There is a look of alarm 
in his blue eyes as he notes a commotion in a railway
compartment. 

CONDUCTOR: Come on, get out. This compartment is for 
white people only. 

AFRICAN : But there is no room in the other coaches. 
(lan Meintjies, infuriated at this breach of the law, darts 
behind an open door.) 

JAN MEINTJIES : Quick, where's the magic-boerewors'? Ah, 
here! there! 
(Thunder) 
Ah, I've been transformed! Supervoortrekker uniform, 
mask, cloak. I'm ready! 
(Thunder) 

SUPERVOORTREKKER: Take that you black trash! 
(Crash) 

AFRICAN: Oh, Baas! 
SUPERVOORTREKKER : And that! 

(Crash) 
INDIAN: Oh! 
SUPERVOORTREKKER: Take that hot not ! 

(Crash) 
COLOURED: Oh! 
SUPERVOORTREKKER: Here's some more, kaffer! 

(Crash) 
AFRICAN : Oh, Baas! oh, Baas! I've had enough. Truly it 

is wrong to sit in a white man's railway-compartment. 
Apartheid is for the best in this wonderful country. 
Non-whites must stay with non-whites. The white race 
is good and will look after us. 

SUPERVOORTREKKER : I am glad that you have learned 
your lesson. 
(Volk Music. Cheers) 

DIGNITARY: Supervoortrekker, you are a true patriot and 
on behalf of the people of this country, 'I wish to present 
to you with this medal. The emblem is that of another 
proud country in its golden age the ideals of which now 
inspire our own. 
(Applause. Yolk Music) 

ANNOUNCER: Tomorrow, you will hear how Supervoor
trekker frustrates a Bantu from stealing a loaf of bread 
from the home of a hardworking white businessmaa. 
(Volk Music) • 
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A RELIGIOUS VACUUM EXISTS OVER MUCH OF AFRICA AND 
ALTHOUGH ISLAM IS SPREADING, ITS IMPACT ON SOCIETY IS CHANGING 

AFRICA'S OWN BRAND OF 
ISLAM 

Reprinted by permission of 
NEW SOCIETY 

"Even in the Sudan region 
where we find a genuine 
Islamic culture we 
have to take account of the 
fact that it is also 
African." 

Sudanese wrestlers. 

Georgc Rodger: Magnurp 

J. Spencer 
Trimingham 

Reader in Arabic and 
Islamic Studies, 

University of Glasgow 

Although the power of religion to change and mould 
society has diminished, it is unwise to dismiss its 
significance. Islam in Africa has been one of the 
forces whose original inspiration lay outside the 
continent, but which has moulded the life and shaped 
the destinies of many of its peoples. Until recently 
the role of Islam has rarely been taken into account 
in studies even of people who claimed Islam as their 
religion. Writers of studies on social anthropology at 
one time used to assert that they were concerned 
with a people's "original" state, and anyway, they 
said, Islam had had so little effect upon their social 
institutions that it could be ignored. Now a change 
is becoming apparent and the International African 
Institute is sponsoring a seminar on "The Spread of 
Islam in Tropical Africa" being held at the Ahmadu 
Bello University at Zaria in Northern Nigeria this 
week. 

In the Sudan belt lying immediately south of the 
Sahara, Islam has become an African religion, whose 
agents were African, and which could therefore be 
assimilated into communal life without upsetting 
society. Islam's greatest expansion has been within 
and south of this belt and has taken place since the 
end of the 18th century. This expansion derived first 
from the formation of theocratic states and then, 
since 1890, from the new conditions which resulted 
from the occupation of Africa by European powers. 
The result was a lack of uniformity in the assimila
tion and depth of Islamization. In other words, Islam 
~)uth of the Sahara can rarely compare with Islam, 
say, in Egypt where it was a fully integrated culture, 
woven into the very fabric of society. The Islam of 
many Africans is ' marginal. Not merely are the 
peoples of the Sudan belt not all Muslim, but their 
Islamic culture is not homogeneously Islamic. Even 
in the Sudan region where we find a genuine Islamic 
culture we have to take account of the fact that it 
is also African. It is more than just a regional Islamic 
civilization: religious life still has strong roots in the 
African religious past. Only a few strata of society 
(the clerical and trading classes) are participating at 
all fully in Islamic culture. 

Islam and African culture had the opportunity 
throughout centuries of unbroken contact, through 
mutual interaction, to form an African Islam with 
its own characteristics. This is the foundation upon 
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which a study of the contemporary scene must be 
made, but there is now a third factor in the cultural 
interaction: western secular culture whose impact 
challenges all previous norms and standards. In the 
early stages of colonial rule African Islamic culture 
filled for many the needs of the situation, and from 
the Sudan belt southwards and from the east coast 
inland, Islam spread rapidly. During the last ten 
years the secularizing tendencies of the changes which 
began during the period of colonial rule have been 
accelerated by the political changes which have taken 
place with breathtaking speed. A religious vacuum 
is creeping over the African soul, but it will not 
necessarily be filled by either Islam or Christianity. 

There is need for caution about two aspects of 
contemporary Islam. In the first place, it is necessary 
to take an attitude of scepticism or at least reserve 
towards statements frequently heard nowadays about 

the rapidity of the spread of Islam today and about 
its numerical strength. On the latter point, for ex
ample, we may mention that the proliferation of 
mosques in East Africa has given many people a 
deceptive impression of the strength of Islam in that 
rtgion, for many mosques belong to non-Afric:m 
communities who remain insulated from East Afri
can life. 

Second, we need caution in estimating from sur
face impressions the depth of the Islam of many of 
those converted during the last 80 years. Caution in 
this respect should be obvious from comparison 
with the parallel spread of Christianity during the 
same period. Although, it is true, Islam could be 
assimilated more easily than Christianity and, where 
conditions were favourable and the apparatus existed 
for deepening the surface impression (clergy and an 
Islamic state) it might quickly affect certain social 
institutions, yet it often took centuries to change the 
ethos and' institutions of an African community. Not 
only has the colonial period spread of Islam not had 
time to deepen but its influence has also been diluted 
by the new conditions in a changing Africa. It is 
particularly where Islam and western influences came 
at the same time that Islam lacks depth. 

Africans have shown a real affinity with Islam 
wherever it presented itself in a Negro form carried 
and displayed by Africans. Where these conditions 
were not fulfilled, for example, where it continued to 
be the religion of aliens such as Arabs and Asians in 
East Africa, it has failed to take root. Had Islam 
been present in any significant form in South Africa 
it might have answered the needs of the situation 
there, and who can guess the speed with which it 
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might have spread and its possibly revolutionary 
role? However, in Central and South Africa Islam 
is weak: it has not become indigenous and has few 
African adherents. In such conditions Islam is some
times adopted by individuals, perhaps as a gesture 
of revolt against a white Christianity, but such indi
vidual conversions have had little social significance 
since no real African Muslim communities were 
formed. Many examples can be shown of Muslims 
throughout Africa who have strong economic (and, 
if Africans, sometimes social) influence, but little 
religious influence. These' include many immigrant 
African traders living in their own colonies in West 
African towns (Hausa in coastal towns, Naga in 
Dahomey, Yarse among Mossi), some Swahili among 
Bantu, and, of couJSe, Syrians in West Africa and 
Asians in East Africa. 

INDIVIDUAL CONVERSIONS 
The rapid spread of Islam WHich characterized the 
colonial period (from 1890 to World War 11) has 
slowed down, very noticeably in some parts. In the 
past, Islam offered notable advantages to Africans 
whose spiritual, and frequently communal, life was 
upset or disrupted through wars and slave-raiding 
and subsequently under the conditions of colonial 
rule. But these advantages are diminishing, especially 
since the withdrawal of colonial rule. 

Nowadays it is often Africans not in close touch 
with established Islam who are impressed by it. What 
they hear, perhaps from neo-Muslims about its prac
tices, flexibility and community feeling, may evoke a 
personal response, but especially it appeals to indi
viduals as an.illternative to Christianity. Modern 
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Africans in' touch with established Islam, especially 
the political type, however, are often repelled by it. 
They associate class and racial attitudes with it, dis
like its authoritarian tendencies, and react against 
the conservative and obscurantist attitudes of its 
clergy, especially towards modern education. 

Although traditional Islamic culture is stagnant or, 
where it is being undermined by the" Challenge of 
riew values, is weakening, it is at the same time 
spreading in some regions (Guinea and parts of Mali, 
Nigeria and the Nilotic Sudan) in the old ways by 
gradually influencing a group (family or village). In 
others it is spreading by individual conversion which 
happened in the past in the Sudan belt only with 
such people as detribalized slaves, though it was the 
normal method in East Africa. It is offering itself to 
the "new men" (theevo/ues) and urban proletariat 
as a personal religion, with positive and negative 
appeals for its adoption. If, under changing condi
tions, Islam is felt to offer sQcial and individual ad
vantages, it is likely to be adopted. Where it is stressed 
as "the religion of the African", its appeal may derive 
from more negative aspects. It is therefore being 
adopted as a religion in the western sense rather than 
as a civilization, but at varying rates and generally 
slowly and imperceptibly. 

SECULARIZING ISLAM 
The whole tendency in Africa is towards increas
ing secularization and this is what is undermining 
the influence of Islam. Secularization does not rule 
out religion of course, but it does mean a complete 
change of relationship and outlook, different from 
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that which operated in the medieval Christian and 
still rules the Sudan Islamic world. This is not only 
an important religious question, it vitally affects 
society. . ' 

Religion still has its place In a seculanzed world, 
but it no longer permeates and directs the .str.ea.m 
of life. Other interests, political and matenalrstJc, 
dominate men's lives and are more dynamic than 
religion. Modern African politicians are aware of 
the usefulness of the secular trend for they are deter
mined that potential rival forces such as Islam and 
the Christian Church shaH not be powerful enopgh 
to affect the state, and they are prepared to use 
nationalism as a religion. 

Thus among some modern Muslims a new form 
of Islamic consciousness is being formed. We find: 

• a secular attitude towards religion; the restric
tion of the effect of Islam to purely religious aspects 
and such social aspects as are not likely to change 
society in any drastic way. 
• religious tolerance (really indifference) both 
towards Christianity (change of religion is no longer 

a great crime against society) and towards African 
religion in the form of remnant beliefs and rituals 
retained by the neo-Muslims. 
• dislike of many aspects and psychological atti
tudes in the old established Islam with its medieval 
outlook, legalistic morality and the like-the attitude 
of the religious leaders towards the new, such as 
modern· education, modern Arabic, or the changin'g 
position of women. 

Islam will have much less effect upon social institu
tions than it exercised in the past. Society is being 
moulded more and more by other forces than reli
gion. Yet one must not infer that the old type of 
Islam is doomed to extinction. We know from western 
society th,at the entrenched and privileged will cling 
to their privileges and the institutions in which ihey 
are enshrined, and that religious forms, seemingly 
irrelevant to modern society, can not only survive, 
but even spurt into surges of popUlarity. Religion will 
continue to move and mould people but, if what is 
happening in the Christian world is any guide, it will 
be in different ways and will play a different role 
from what it has done in the past. 

What this rapid sketch means is that we have 
people at many different levels of participation in 
Islamic culture. This is one of the ways which makes 
the study of modern change in Africa differ from 
that in long established Muslim lands where the 
whole ,popUlation has been Muslim for centuries. 
On the broadest level we need an aW'areness of three 
spheres of penetration: a) regions of established 
Islam, chiefly in the Sudan belt and a thin line along 
the east c;oast, and basically a medieval legalistic type 
of Islam; b) regions where Islam has penetrated 
within the last hundred years; and c) regions, basically 
pagan with strong Christian influence, where Islam 
isweak, represented chiefly by immigrants from other 
regions or outside Africa. 

The rapidity of the changes which are taking place 
in Africa pose many new questions. What is the 
attitude of the new governments to religion, to the 
propagation of Islam or Christianity? Will the in
creased pace of secularization lead to the progressive 
disestablishment of Islam in the states of the Sudan 
belt? What is the place of religion in the life and 
thought of the neo-Muslims? To what extent does 
Islam remain a determining factor in the different 
sections of African Islamic society today? 

At any rate the role that Islam will play in Africa 
will be different from the role it has played in the 
past, and it is perhaps important for the present 
seminar to concern itself with the present day sig
nificance (including the changing role) of Islam in 
Africa more than with the actual phenomena of the 
spread of Islam, though this is part of the assess
ment. If the seminar can coordinafe the work of 
individual observers of the changing African Islamic 
scene and gain a better based overall view arid relate 
Islam to the life of African society it will perform a 
useful task. But why does the idea still persist that 
Africa begins south of the Sahara? It is impossible 
to ignore the cultural influences and interrelation
ships between the states of tropical Africa and those 
of the north. 
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Socialist Survey 5 
The Conditions for 
National Economics 
In Africa 
"The reaction against capitalism is on the whole less 
sweeping than it sOWlds • . ." 

REGINALD HERBOLD GREEN 

WHEN AFRICAN political leaders speak of political indepen
dence 
more 2 
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mics are inherently and permanently both dependent on 
Europe (West or East) and poor? 

In part. the call for economic nationhood and national 
economic policy is a reaction against the unequal and 
warped pattern of colonial development-especially in th.e 
settler territories. It takes little insight to know why Afn
can politicians and orthodox Smithian economists alike 
denounce the system; when thousands of Africans are 
reported near starvation in the Transvaal while the Re
public exports food; when until recently one could tell 
land ownership in the Tunisian bled by deciding arable 
land was French and barren Arab; when job reservation 
and education-training opportunities combine to bar 
realisation of human economic potential. 

HOWEVER, the distortions of colonial economics are often 
more subtle. M. W. K. Chiume has pointed out how 
Malawi was "developed" as a tea plantation and labour 
pool combined with a settler centred economic union; 
while at the same time the Shire hydroelectric-irrigation
drainage project was left unconstructed, Malawi was 
stripped of her most able manpower, and African agricul
tural and fishing reserves were not only underdeveloped 
but largely unexplored. In several ex-French colonies the 
AssQciate Membership provisions of the European Econo
mic Community perpetuate the Zone Franc's support of a 
small planter-traditional ruler oligarchy who benefit from 
subsidised primary product export prices; meanwhile the 
whole nation pays for equally artificial import prices and 

' the stifling of industry. 

RE GIN A L D HER B 0 L D G R E EN, an assistant
professor of economics at the University of Ghana, 
A cera. 
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FINALLY, national economic control is viewed as essential 
to political freedom of action. Sylvanus Olympio posed the 
problem squarely : 

The investment and involvement of . . . former colonial 
powers is still considerable . . . everything suggests "deve
lopment" will make it greater ... idle to pretend that these 
powers are prepared to see Africa "go it alone" or that 
Africa desires it ... Guinea made a courageous effort [but] 
abandoned by France .. . found that major-power partners 
were indispensable. 

And at the Afro-Asian Conference in Moshi last year 
President Nyerere of Tanganyika warned against the 
"easy" ways of escaping ex-colonial power relations: 

internationally, even between socialist countries, the class 
divisions are getting greater . . . socialist countries are now 
committing the same crimes as were committed by the 
capitalists . .. on an international level . .. to use wealth 
. . . for the acquisition of power and prestige. 

Positive statements of economic outlook tend to be 
pragmatically socialist. (Nyerere, Nkrumah), communalist 
(Chisiza. Dia). or welfare statist (Ohigbo. Bourguibat 

swt:t:plllg wan H sounos. capnallsm IS relareo to large 
foreign concerns. alien traders, and-in some countries
settler latifundia. Precisely because of this. small and 
moderate sized African firms are often not viewed as 
being in the same category; and even large private sectors 
(including foreign) are viewed as consistent with a Nige
rian welfare state or with the African Socialism of Senegal, 
if there is central state determination of economic policy. 

One goal is greater output based on the creation of a 
feeling of community and of joint sacrifice. For example 
President Bourguiba sees land redistribution as perform
ing this role if it increases "the level of production . .. to 
raise the general level of the community . . . the sense of 
fraternity and association uniting the nation are strength
ened ... " 

A second theme is production for use rather than for 
competitive acquisition of wealth or power; this is a line 
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particularly stressed by Kofi Baako of Ghana and Presi
dent Nyerere. Historic African land-tenure tends to be 
some form of use-tenure; in the same way the idea is 
widespread that wealth should be properly gained or held 
only for " the banishment of poverty" and not "for acquir
ing power and prestige". 

The provision both of a place in an ordered and com
prehensible society, and a role in transforming and build
ing it for the common man, is also viewed as essential to 
an acceptable economic system. No society which either 
makes Africans "strangers in their own country" or denies 
them the right to shape its socio-economic patterns is 
viewed as either conducive to maximum effort or con
sistent with nationhood. 

WHAT CONSTITUTES a national economy? To what extent 
is such an economy within reach of African states now, or 
within the "plannable future"? The central elements, both 
from the African politician's and the political economist's 
point of view, are integration, modernisation, rationalisa
tion, and national participation and direction. 

INTEGRATION poses the need for two sets of policies: first
ly, to increase involvement in the modern, market-oriented 
sector of the economy; and to generalise the modern sec
tor so that it is nationally centred, promotes development 
and is not metropot-tied and enclavised from its "hinter
land". On the one hand a national economy requires 
expanding opportunities for participation in the market 
economy and a growing network of economic ties between 
segments of !he producing force. On the other it requires 
that the market sector be more than a "bridgehead" of 
overseas importers of primary, products but a dynamic 
force related-at least through the provision of govern
ment revenues and domestic private purchasing power
to the support of a national productive and infra-structure. 

MODERNISATION, in the sense of introducing advanced tech
nology and upgrading human skills, is central to greater 
productivity and to allowing greater savings for capital 
goods. A number of African states-unlike most in South
east Asia and Latin America-have explicitly recognised 
that higher per capita incomes must be based on greater 
productivity and on provision of investment by short term 
semi-austerity, rather than on redistribution of currently 
foreign held incomes. The latter are quite inadequate
with the exception of the Republic and the Rhodesias-to 
raise average income to acceptable levels. 

RATIONALISATION involves planning of public investment in 
physical and human capital, and of policies to promote 
and direct private sector and public corporation activity . 
The central goal is national welfare. not territorial pro
duct or export-import maximisation. National benefits and 
external economies have been a focal point of political 
speeches and are becoming equally key in the new and 
more sophisticated economic plans which are now gradu
ally replacing the old colonial "government shopping list" 
variety. 

NATIONAL DIRECTION of, and participation in, the economy 
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poses several requirements. The nation (government) must 
be able to formulate economic policies designed to fulfill 
national aims. To do so it must develop the capacity to 
secure data, undertake research, and evaluate results. 
Equally, it must educate cadres of professional and skilled 
manpower to evaluate and apply the data. Perhaps less 
obvious, it must be politically competent to accept techni
caUy and economically practicable plans; a very weak 
government tends to aim for the impossible and then fail 
to achieve even what was potentially within its powers. 
Finally the government must secure the acceptance of the 
plans. The national government must, for this purpose, be 
stronger than any interest group or firm (domestic or expa
triate) within its territory and it must be able to bargain 
from a tenable position internationally; in practice this 
will mean, for an emergent nation, the ability to turn to 
other markets, sources of supply, investors or assistance
givers, if one of them seeks to drive too hard a bargain. 

DESPITE THE WORDING of some political speeches and 
newspaper editorials, the African approach to attaining a 
national economy takes a rather pragmatic view of foreign 
investment. Equally the majority of major African
oriented firms are prepared to operate within definite pro
fit limitations and in the context of <:!n economy directed 
to ultimate socialisation if they view as adequate probable 
profits and guarantees in regard to taxation and to com
pensation in the event of nationalisation. These two view
points in practice admit of considerable common ground, 
vide FRIA in Guinea, Valco in Ghana, the mining com
panies in Zambia, United Africa Company in Nigeria and 
the Congo; indeed the Katanga-Union Miniere debacle 
may not only prove exceptional but also a warning to 
companies to abstain from overt attempts to create or 
control governments as opposed to bargaining with them. 

Modeiba Keita of Guinea states the more radical 
Africanisation position in arguing "since Africa has not 
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had time to build up capital, if we want to construct the 
country we need not only technical resources but also 
financial resources." He couples with this an explicit 
preference for UN-IBRD, bilateral public, and private 
capital, in that order. He concludes, perhaps somewhat 
sanguinely, "I think that, so far as we are masters of our 
programme and our legislation, the concessions which we 
can make to public or private capital are concessions 
freely made by us". 

Nigeria exemplifies a le~ radical approach in seeking 
both public and private foreign funds . The latter are 
sought particularly to complement private and public 
Nigerian investment in mixed corporations with Nigerian 
majority control. The theory is that substantial foreign 
private technical and managerial resources and training 
combined with substantial-but minority-ownership inte
rest offers a speedy way to develop efficient industrial 
units; these have built-in technical-administrative Nige
rianisation programmes. To date this appears to be work
ing well. 

There has been a growing responsiveness by industria
lised cou,ntries to the concept of aiding industrialisation 
and accepting manufactured goods from the Tiers Monde; 
for previously even the Soviet Bloc has been hesitant 
about the latter despite tentative Czech and Polish com
mitments to Cuba and Mali. This new outlook was articu
lated in the 1963 US Economic Report of the President: 

Systematic economic development . . . will result in large 
shifts in the structure of world trade ... these [poor] coun
tries cannot develop without an increasing demand from 
abroad . .. diversify their economies without export markets 
for their new products-especially light manufactures. 

Three growing beliefs on the part of large expatriate 
companies are also hopeful in their implications . As ex
pressed by Taylor Ostrander of American Metal Climax 
they are: 

I. No company caa afford an open break with th e government 
in power (a position that in transitional and independent states 
has favourable , but in more " firmly" colonial, troublesome 
results); 

2. The training of local te·chnicians and managers combined with 
high wages leads both to high productivity (and low labour 
cost per unit) and to a more substantial domestic market 
(based on the higher purchasing power) thus putting profit 
and national development motives in at least basic alignment; 

3. "Stability and order" based on repressive measures by un
popular governments create a bad climate for business inves t
ment and expansion [vide Zambia vs Zimbabwe today]. 

TO ASSUME these views are universal or that general con
gruity of interests will avoid hard bargaining and occa
sional clashes would be absurd. However, to view "Afri
canisation" of the economy as a philosophy rejecting 
needed foreign resources or current private and public 
investor attitudes as in inevitable conflict with national 
economy building, is luckily, equally unrealistic. 

The most vital elements in creating African national (or 
supranational) economics are institutional and economic 
unit building. The Senegalese economist Mamadou Dia 
has centred his work on the economic aspect of this 
question, although this is often overlooked in concentra
tion on the social aspect. 
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Properly speaking, there is no development of an indepen
dent economy-in so far as tha t can exist-without a net
work of economic, financial, and technical facilities , and 
above all, without a total reconversion of relationships be
tween evolved economies and younger economies-of which
ever .camp, of whichever ideology. We know now that neither 
examples taken from the socialist camp nor those from the 
capitalist camp can serve as models without serious modifica
tion or thorough and profound readaptation . 

THE INSTITUTIONAL PHASE of economic building in Africa 
involves, as the author of this article has argued at greater 
length in the Journal of Modern African Studies, four 
major principles: . 

1. The creation of flexible policy-implementing institu
tions designed in the light of both present and desired 
economic structures; 

2. A deliberate interrelated approach to sectoral institu
tions and policies to create reinforcing rather than 
competitive structures; 

3. Progress toward functional multi- or supra-national 
economic co-ordination-integration in the areas of 
economic plan formulation, common services, exchange 
of data, and joint production (not merely vis a vis 
continental free trade); 

4. A constant realisation that policy-institution complexes 
in emergent African economies must be different from 
those of the evolved economies for historic and cultu
ral, as well as stage and goal reasons; and that a 
patchwork of diverse borrowings without national 
adaptation, synthesis, and creation is often little better 
than a unified copy. • 

Self-Portrait 

1, the light in this long house 
Of bone and little muscle, 
M ust praise this cancer of words 
Which lurches through my body; 

(So curse on my father's blood 
For the lie of my country 
That jabbers in my image, 

On the myths gone howlin,g 
From my five hard masters 
W ha teach me all by blows 

And on my brothers of Africa 
Who preach freedom to my pulse, 
With time's mock and thorning.) 

W here the cells of my ancestors 
Are buried in the church's burial, 
Are burned in the body's burning, 
1 shall burn too in this bone-dry house. 

C . J . DRIVER 
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COMMENT 

Dear-, 
Perhaps, as you have always said, I 

am "too clever for my own good," I 
am always causing friction by my pig 
headed, stubborn refusal to acquiesce 
in your mutual discreet agreement to 
avoid certain subjects. I am too stupid 
to accept certain tacit assumptions 
and ignore certain things. I am too 
foolish to keep my nose out of certain 
matters that "do not concern me." I 
have always found it difficult to bite 
back my tongue, but to suppress my 
conscience is something I cannot, 
thank God. do. 

When ( see your intimate fears I 
understand why you try so desperately 
to wear an ill-fitting mask of harsh
ness, and want to believe that "every
thing will turn out all right" so 
urgently that you will even make up 
justifications. I almost sympathise with 
your efforts to turn a blind eye to any 
injustice whose removal would threaten 
your position, each time I see the 
shudder of fear you feel for your status 
as a white. 

I tell myself not to judge you for 
doing to others what you would not 
like others to do to you. I tell myself 
that I am unfit to judge you; that a 
person cannot be blamed for desiring 
the snug inconspicuous security of the 
herd; that it is only natural to desire 
the best pastures for oneself. I tell my
self, but I cannot convince myself. I 
am incapable of bartering iny con
science for privilege. I am not very 
brave, but I think I could marshal 
sufficient courage to face · any penalty 
in order to resist any command that 

Too clever 
for my 
own good 

contravened my conscience. "Obeying 
instructions" is the escapist's way out. 
It is hard to suffer, fighting for one's 
ideals, but harder to suffer fighting 
against them. 

My conscience can never accept the 
Nuremburg-cliched excuse of "follow
ing orders". One has a yet greater duty 
to obey a higher set of orders. Perhaps 
.it may even (be best to leave this 
country-our country. Perhaps this is 
a coward's escape, avoiding putting 
my morals to the test. But it is less of 
an escape than saying "ours not to 
reason why", or "my country right or 
wrong" -a breach of the higher set of 
orders, the justification and rallying-cry 
of all those who can, but do not wish, 
to think. 

• 
When you can address, or refer to, 

a middle-aged person as a "boy" or 
"girl", without even understanding it 
is wrong, then truly has your mind 
become irreparably warped by pater
nalism. You have been absolutely 
corrupted by absolute power. 

I have decided that discomfort will 
not drive me from a decision to learn, 
because every time, everyday, when in 
a thousand and one small ways your 
sub-conscious snubs of non-white 
people sharpen the sword of your own 
destruction, it feels as if boiling water 
has been thrown in one's face. One 
feels sick from repulsion. Physical dis
comfort is nothing to this. 

• These days, one hears the following 
argument very frequently: Our coun-

The writer is a first-y ear student at (j South African Ulliversity. 

try has great economic prosperity, look 
at all the fine hospitals and schools, 
the best in the world, especially for 
the Black people. Much better than 
what is found in other loud-mouthed 
independent African states. 

Yes, buildings are fine, impressive, 
concrete things, able to convince any 
casual visitor. able to convince all who 
want to be convinced. 

But there are other things, things 
that are not so impressive or concrete, 
things that cannot even be seen, yet 
even more important than all the fine 
hospitals and schools. 

Is civilisation measured in cubic 
yards of concrete, millions of gallons 
of petrol, or kilometres of railroad 
line? No, it cannot be. This is the way 
to measure technology, but civilisation 
is morality as well as technology. 
Civilisation cannot be measured by 
what man does to things, but by what 
man does to man. Can a millionaire 
with a D.Sc. (to create an extreme 
example) throwing acid at someone be 
more civilised than an illiterate peasant 
sharing a stale crust of bread with a 
stranger? 

It is said that one can judge a per
son's character by the way he treats 
his subordinates. I feel that one can 
also judge a civilisation by the way it 
treats its underprivileged. One which, 
however poor, spares no effort to alle
viate poverty, ignorance and disease is 
surely better than one which however 
wealthy the ruling classes are, largely 
ignores the bottom of its pyramid. 

It is tragic and ironic that you are 
the helpless and unconscious catalysts 
that, start, guide and propel down its 
irreversible path the very thing you 
fear. 

White South Africa, so fearful of 
genocide, is a textbook case of auto
genocide; a "nation", who, having 
sacrificed Democracy and Civilisation 
on the altar of power and privilege, 
now finds that it has no alternative but 
to follow in a vain effort to appease 
its unquenched, and unquenchable, 
thirst. 

That is another reason for leaving. 
There is nothing, utterly nothing one 
can do, but helplessly watch the abba
toir of arrogance and self-deceit hyp
notically beckon the whole white 
"nation" towards it. 

Yours sincerely, 
KEITH 
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In a Zambian 
Secondary School 
Syllabus and 
Staff backgrounds 

STUART GRAHAM 

EVEN A CURSORY GLANCE at the class timetables will reveal 
that the boys at our school are receiving as good ~n 
academic education as they would at any first-rate WhIte 
government school in South Africa: such a compari~on 
is not quite just, since teachers here are able to enJoy 
a greater degree of academic freedom than is possi?le 
in any state institution in the Repllblic. Ours is a sen~or 
secondary school, preparing boys for the General CertIfi
cate of Education 'Ordinary' Level examinations, a course, 
judging from my own experience, far more dema~ding 
than the South African Matriculation especially in SCIence 
subjects and in history and geography. ~ further exa~i
nation has to be taken, though not at thIS school, to gam 
university entrance qualifications. . 

The subjects taught in the senior school are: EnglIsh, 
Mathematics, Cinyanja, French, Latin, Physics, Bio~o.gy, 
Chemistry, History, Geography, Art, Woodwork, RelIgIOn 
(Christianity). Of these English, Maths, History,. Geo
graphy and one Science are compulsory, and pupIls can 
choose two from the remainder. In the junior school, 
Forms I and n, Latin and Art are not offered, because 
there are not teachers for them. In addition to these 
subjects, each class has a weekly perio~ fo~ general dis
cussion, during which the teacher wIll eIther answer 
questions on current affairs, or give talks on whatever 
takes his fancy. 

Perhaps the most surprising thing after being in South 
African schools, and having some knowledge of Bantu 
Education, was the complete absence of any restraint on 
a teacher's beliefs, or on the way he taught his subject. 
This is not very important in the sciences, or in maths, 
but for history, geography and language teachers to be 
able to do their work without having to worry about a 
summons to the Principal's office for putting too much 
emphasis on this or that, gives the school an atmosph.ere 
of openness in which the less tangible aspects of educatIOn 
can be handled without a yawning gulf of suspicion be
tween pupils and staff. A few examples will show wh~t I 
mean: in History, trade unionism, the Russian revolutiOn, 
and decline of the European empires are studied, as is 
the pre-colonial history of Africa; boys in the senior 

S TU ART G R A H A M 's article on the school and 
the boys appeared in The New African, 17 A ugllst 
1963. 
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French classes have been collecting material on the 
French-speaking states of Africa, by writing to the gov
ernments for information (one reason for learning French 
is the proximity of the Congo, and to be able to study at 
Louvanium University, Leopoldville); senior and junior 
English classes read West African novels (Ekwensi and 
Achebe mostly), and (seniors) write essays on "Is a 
United States of Africa desirable?" or "Elvis Presley is 
killing African music." 

It is during the 'general' periods that the most startling 
questions are asked, and usually answered. A few exam
pies: What is a flea circus? What was the connection 
between Profumo and Christine? How are European girls 
prepared for marriage? Why do the Boers oppress the 
Africans in South Africa? Why have Africans got flat 
noses and crinkly hair? Is it really true that Africans are 
not represented in the South African parliament? Is it 
true that an atomic bomb can kill millions of people 
at once? What is Malaysia? Is there a God? 

It is sometimes difficult to interpret for these enquiring 
minds the bewildering world beyond this corner of the 
country, which most of the boys have never left, and if 
they have, only for Lusaka or one of the Copperbelt 
towns (the South African equivalents of which would be, 
say, Pietermaritzburg and Benoni). The central position 
of the country in relation to the rest of the subcontinent 
made foreign penetration later than in other parts, and 
although this has prevented the consolidation of foreign 
power, as in Moc;:ambique or South Africa, it has also 
had the effect of limiting the inhabitants' range of refer
ence, so that teachers are sometimes like builders who 
have to erect the walls and lay the foundations at the 
same time. After a long explanation of the making of 
margarine, a geography teacher was recently asked 
whether it was not produced by storks-so the teacher 
has to explain the commercial system of brand names. 

THE PROCESS OF ADJUSTMENT is not helped by the school
ing many of the boys receive before coming to us, as many 
of the primary schools are run and staffed by obscuran
tists like the Seventh Day Adventists and the D.R.C., 
and also because the standard of teaching in the primary 
schools cannot be as high as is needed because of the 
poor facilities and a wide measure of dissatisfaction 
among the teachers over pay and general conditions. As 
a result of considerable pressure from the Union of 
Teachers, the Government now seems to be ready to 
reform the whole system. On the average, a boy's home 
does not prepare him for school at all, primary school 
only just manages to prepare him for a secondary educa
tion, and secondary education has to prepare him for h!s 
job on a copper mine or for further studies. The task IS 
made considerably easier than it might be by the boys' 
desire to learn, but unfortunately the impression left by 
eight years of Gradgrind primary schooling is that edu
cation, on their part, is a passive action, the teachers 
ladling out facts and pouring them into opened 
heads. The first task then, with Form I. is to make 
the boys realise that they have to do as much as, 
if not more than, the teacher. It is in this that 
our freedom from ideological restraint is of most ad-
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vantage, because it makes it possible to use pupils' in
herent curiosity about the world as a method of teaching: 
the example I have given of boys writing to Guinea for 
information, not only gets them the information but also 
teaches them to write and read French better. Once school 
work is seen by pupils as part of the process of getting 
to know their country, their continent and the world, the 
ghost of Gradgrind and M'Choakumchild are beaten into 
retreat. 

.An obstacle with which teachers of English have to 
struggle are the peculiarities of language that arise in the 
primary schools as a result of being taught English by 
French Canadians, Afrikaners, Frenchmen or Hollanders 
(and by teachers who have been taught by them!) A 
typical sentence in this strange Zambian English might 
read: "I had to try by all means yesterday to foot to 
town if at all I wanted to go for shopping." Another, 
almost insurmountable, difficulty are the confusions which 
arise in pronunciation owing to the multitude of vowels 
and dipthongs in English as compared to the five in most 
Bantu languages: a few examples will explain- There are 
many beds in the game park; he buttered a sack of 
maize for a ship; people shouldn't eat too many potatoes 
because they will make them f**t. To make things worse, 
there is no differentiation in Nyanja (the local vernacular) 
between Land R, so one gets sentences like this: A 
leach man does not rike to eat lice. The permutations are 
innumerable. 

By the time the pupils are preparing for their G.C.E. 
exams, though, they are usually able to write creditable 
English, and to write interestingly on many subjects . The 
former ability is the result of the English teacher's work 
as a language teacher, the latter, of the spirit of free 
enquiry (and its corollary, free expression) which is the 
guiding motive in the education system. Boys are en
couraged to use the library, to read newspapers: old 
Observers go to the house common rooms, the library 
subscribes to the Listener arid the Central African 
Examiner (among others); the French teacher gives the 
class feune Afrique. They debate or discuss controversial 
issues: birth control, should beer be part of school 
rations? (carried by one vote), school integration . They 
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attend lectures (the One Party System, the Crimean War), 
and listen to the radio. There are also regular film shows, 
usually of general interest films from the British Council, 
the (FederaJ) film library, the USIS, the French Embassy, 
the Indian High Commission, and an occasional treat, 
like Richard III or Great Expectations. 

All this is not to say that the boys do not have to work 
hard-Applied Mathematics and Latin have to be learned 
- or that there are not a good number whose only interest 
is the Certificate, and the good job it brings as its reward 
(£800 a year after 6 months training as an Assistant In
spector of Police, or a rosy future as a copper mine 
technician). Teachers hope that some of the attempt to 
foster a critical and thoughtful approach to affairs will 
eventually bear fruit. 

BRITAIN IS SHORT of 90,000 teachers, the newspapers tell 
us, and Zambia is proportionately just as badly off, so 
teachers are overworked and schools understaffed. A 
critical stage will be reached soon when the expansion of 
secondary education will depend entirely upon the avail
ability of staff. Our school was short of two last year, 
but other schools have had to run double sessions to 
make up for their shortages, while the ministry seems 
to have been obsessed with the problems of taking over 
the former Federal schools, many of whose staff were 
not willing to teach or care for African children. It seems 
now to have become accepted that all the secondary 
schools will have to be staffed from abroad for many 
years to come: the 'localisation' of the civil service, the 
police, the army, and Anglo-American has absorbed most 
school-leavers this year, and will next year, and will 
probably for a generation. Those Zambians who should 
have b.een teachers and are now ",":,orking in other jobs, 
are bemg replaced by South Afncans (mostly Black), 
young British volunteers (who will stay for three or six 
yea.rs ~)fi c~)fitract) , . and no doubt by the Peace Corps, 
whIch IS domg well m Malawi but is not officially welcome 
here yet. The backbone of the teaching service is the 
permanent establishment, who provide most senior 
te~c~ers and most able administrators: these people are 
BntIsh, were part of the colonial regime, and seem now 
prepared to stay on doing their invaluable work (to my 
knowledge not one NRG secondary school teacher has 
resigned \yith approaching Uhuru). 

Of . our staff, five are on the permanent expatriate 
establIshment, the rest on local conditions of service. Most 
have British university degrees, though one was at Fort 
Hare and another is studying by correspondence with the 
University of South Africa. The woodwork teacher re
ceived his training at the Polela Institute, near Bulwer 
in Natal: a new member of the staff is a South African, 
and perhaps Zambia's greatest gain in the teaching world 
had been the Leshoais' move from Lady Selborne to 
Ndola. The ministry has announced that it has a 'pool' of 
South African teachers from which it can draw. men who 
presumably want to escape from Bantu Education. Did 
Dr. Verwoerd realise in 1953 that many teachers who 
could not stomach his education policy would be staffing 
the schools of South Africa's first independent non-racial 
neighbour? • 
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Socialist 
Algeria 

& Autocratic 
Morocco 

MARTIN LEGASSICK 

THERE [S A TENDENCY, in a brief encounter 
with a society, to try and rationalize one's 
subjective preconceptions. But for thi s 
reason, anything that jars with them is 
instantly recognisable. But for this reason , 
anything that jars with them is instantly 
recognisable : perhaps one sees with a 
fresher eye than those who have absorbed 
or lived with the whole. Six days in Algeri a 
and Morocco give, though , only supe.rficial 
glimpses- a series of kaleidoscopic pictures 
filtered and fitted together. 

The army, for example, in Algiers, was 
what I had expected. But two armies? I 
had forgotten the anachronistiC French , 
stationed there under the Evian agreements 
to protect the colons, the majority of whom 
subsequently left anyway. These, immacu
lately uniformed, strolling in pairs or sitting 
in cafes as if on the Champs Elysees, con
trasted poorly with the casual, bushjacketed, 
warsoiled FLN youths . The FLN sling their 
Stenguns with as much ease as the French 
soldier~ light their Gauloises. These French 
boulevardiers could never have fought a 
war : and indeed they are probably not the 
ones who did. There are less of them than 
the 100,000 stipulated in the Evian agree
ments, but they are an obvious irritation. 
Talking with a former member of the Al
giers underground- now a translator in the 
Foreign Ministry- I noticed his nervous re
action on coming upon two around a 
corner. "Yes ," he said later, casually, when 
I asked, he had been tortured. "Water, elec
tricity, and beatings. But electricity was the 
worst." 
I ARR[VED ON the October day that the 
Kabylie disturbance broke out : but the firs t 
indication in Algiers was the 6 p.m. B.B.C. 

news. There had been an army check on 
the road from the airport- which led on 
to Tizi Ouzou in the mountain s- but thi s 
was normal anyway. The airport is called 
Maison Blanche, incidentall y: despite Ben 
Sella's royal welcome in his visit in 1962 to 
Kennedy (he was the first leader to be flown 
from the airport to the White House in a 
helicopter) I presume the French named it. 
Two students that I met certainly had the 
btandard reaction to "Yankee"-gleaned 
more from cartoons than anti-imperialist 
literature, I felt , as they describe:! to me, 
the Uncle Sam hat, the large stomach and 
the pockets . . . they could not find the 
English word. "Poches remplis d'argent" I 
suggested (a phrase from my Teach Your
self French) and this hit home. 

Algiers lies around a bay, curving around 
a low hill on one side . It is for all the 
world like Cape Town without Table Moun
tain . Descending from the Forum (where 
Ben Bella addresssed 10,000 people on the 
crisis just after I left) is a foreshortened 
Adderley Street, dropping in a flight of 
steps every fifty yards towards the harbour. 
It has recently been renamed after Moham
med Khemisti . the brilliant Algerian student 
leader who became the world's youngest! 
Foreign Minister and was tragically assas
sinated by a madman some months ago. In 
this area there is now, too, a President 
Kennedy square. 

The buildings, faded brown, rise shut
tered and balconied in a manner as reminis
cent of Spain as of France. In this central 
region, bef.ore the war, only French lived, 
and a Muslim would hardly have been seen; 
residential segregation was as strict as if it 
had been legislated. The Roman Catholic 
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Cathedral, converted from a mosque (and 
now, thank God, reconverted) was in the 
Casbah: I askcd how the French got to it 
and my companions silently pointed out a 
route which avoided the Casbah. The de
parture of the French has hastened integra
tion: all vacant flats are taken over by the 
Government and allotted to the homeless, 
so that Algiers avoids, at present, the worst 
urbanisation problems. The offices of the 
South African ANC, I believe, were pre
viollsly the flat of an OAS member. When 
they moved in they found guns and a dud 
bomb in one cupboard- his wife's hat in 
another. The rest had been stripped bare. 

ALGERIA HAS ITS PROBLEMS- the main ones 
being unemployment and lack of teachers. 
Some secondary schools had not starteo 
because there were no teachers for them. 
And when I commented on the number of 
bui!dings in the centre being repainted, I 
wa, told cynicall y that it "gave people 
something to do ." Descending from the air
port bus, I had been met by a crowd of 
at least thirty young men- willing to carry 
my baggage anywhere at all- at a high 
price. The youth of the Maghrib population 
is startling; in Algeria there are 125 infant; 
and adolescents for every 100 adults- and 
that in Morocco 41 % of the population is 
under 15. 

But one cannot escape the dynamism and 
optimism in the air here. The exodus of the 
French is welcomed (not in any racialist 
sense, for their return and that of other 
nationalities is sought) because it necessi
tated the rapid training of large numbers to 
fill the jobs. It forced a revolution- a social 
revolution to succeed the military one- to 
drag the country up its bootstraps. No mat
ter if the Algerian post office clerk is not 
quite as efficient as the French- he will 
learn , and will take a pride learni'ng and 
performing the job for a new Algeria. 
Everywhere people are galvanised into ac
tion. Posters said "GUERRE CONTRE 
ORDURES" (War against filth) and notices 
outside shops advocated the use of "poubel
les" (dustbins). "Organise yourselves so that 
each house and each estate has dustbins. 
WITHOUT THEM YOU RISK BEING REPORTED." 

Shortly before I arrived, the town 's lead
ing hotels and cafes had been nationalised . 
Each is put in charge of an elected commit
tee of the employees, in the same manner 
as the farms and factories, with technicians 
appointed to the committee where necessary. 
to give advice or do the books. A geophy
sicist from Ireland, told me about the oil 
industry, describing how the French com
panies flew their own Caravelles directly 
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from the head office in Paris to the Sahara. 
"Think how much revenue Algeria is mis
sing by not having the head office in Al
giers. I wouldn't blame them if they 
nationalised." But he would quit, he said'. 
"I wouldn't wo~k for them." 

He was on his way to Morocco as well, 
to prospect there in the mountains. Moroc
co, Fage tells us, has always been the moun
tainous area of resistance to change and 
alien rule, while Tunisia has served as the 
flat fertile base of civilisations. Algeria is 
a region of transition: in which the rulers 
of Tunisia and Morocco have competed for 
control. Now for the first time, perhaps, 
Algeria sits in the middle with a strong 
army. Power based on one of the ends has 
been unstable: what will this new power 
in the centre entail? 

BETWEEN MOROCCO AND ALGERIA the conflict 
is as much of ideology as of border; it is 
contained only by the framework of Afri
can unity. It is one of the ironies of Africa 
that adjacent countries seem at loggerheads: 
Ghana and Togo, Kenya and Somalia, Niger 
and Dahomey; all relics of colonialist bal
kanisation. Meanwhile Algeria preaches and 
practises pan-African solidarity with South 
African liberation. Is propinquity the 
greatest barrier to pan-Africanism? 

Politically the Morocco-Algeria difference 
is great. All the difference between a coun
try that has fought a seven year struggl::! 
for liberation and one in which the French 
ambassador's residence physically adjoins 
the Ministry buildings. Perhaps it is right, 
as Fanon says, that in Africa there is only 
a chance for Algeria, Angola and South 
Africa to achieve the necessary radical 
social development towards an egalitarian 
\Society: in all other countries the continuity 
with the past is too strong. 

One is rapidly reminded of inequality in 
Rabat. The city stretches up from the sea, 
its population like the markings on a slide 
rule- getting less dense as one progresses. 
Wedged between sea, river ,and twelfth cen
tury, beautiful red-brown city wall, is the 
Medina-the old quarter- teeming with peo
ple, fruits, nuts and cloths. At night, lit 
only by a single bulb in each shop falling 
IOn the wares laid out on the pavement, with 
their interplay of greens and reds and 
browns, the effect is captivating. But in the 
day it is squalid: beggars and the deformed 
abound. At the other end of town are 
.spacious lawns, and the only sound the 
splash of the water sprinkler, and the click
click of garden shears. Here is the King's 
palace-guarded as I walked past, by sen-
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tries drooping slightly in the afternoon sun. 
(In Algeria, on the other hand, in a pre
viously French "exclusive" suburb, one 
caught the sounds of military drill). In 
between is the scruffy commercial centre
no different from hundreds around the 
world. My hotel was set on a square be
tween this part and the Medina: passing 
a veiled woman in the town, it was hard 
to believe that one might have seen her in 
the "other world" of the old quarter. 

Veils .. . in Rabat I saw a woman with 
veil and sunglasses. The addition destroyed 
the alluring half-concealment. An Algerian 
friend told me that before and during the 
war the veil had been worn to preserve the 
Algerian personality. It gave a sense of 
mystery and isolation- of independence. 
But women discarded their veils to fight 
and die side by side with men in the army, 
and had not taken them back. He thought 
that Islam was still significant only for a 
few: though it is noticeable that Ben Bella 
treats its influence with respect. There were 
in fact more veils in Algiers than Casa
blanca (another amorphous blob of wes
ternised Africa-a dirtier Nairobi): but 
most of all in Rabat. In Algeria the veil is 
pure white: in Morocco there are colours. 

I SAT IN A PARK in Casablanca beside the 
Cathedral, and met a French schoolboy 
who wanted me to translate an English 
word. He read me a letter to a German 
friend, in English, on the geography of 
Morocco. "In Morocco we have high moun
tains where there are winter sports and we 
also have fine beaches where we can swim. 
There are 10 million inhabitants of whom 
30,000 are Europeans. 50,000 of the inhabit
ants are Jews. Rabat is the political capital 
of Morocco and Casablanca is the econo
mic capital. Casablanca has 1 million in
habitants. Morocco is a monarchy, and the 
present King is Hassan n. He is the spiri
tual and political leader of his people. He 
is very religious and goes to prayer every 
Friday." And, he might have added, "the 
King is very political and puts all his oppo
nents in jail", but, being French, he sup
ported the King's party. None of them 
have become naturalised Moroccans since 
independence but almost all have stayed. 
He did point out, however, that the system 
of Government was "like in France, ex
cept that there the President is elected for 
seven years, and here the King rules for 
life." Elections were held under a new 
constitution last year at which the King's 
party (verbosely named the National Fede-

ration for the Protection of Democratic 
Constitutions) did less well than he had 
hoped, despite intimidation and the other 
electioneering tactics of an autocrat. There 
is strong opposition to him in the large 
towns, and from the students and trade 
unions. Religion inhibits rural resistance. 
About 5,000 members of the radical UNFP 
(Union National des Forces Populaires) 
were imprisoned after their Congress last 
year for "plotting against the monarchy." I 
chatted to one of the "disinherited"-the 
urban unemployed-in Casablanca, in my 
broken French. We established agreement 
at the start: "Ben Bella good, Hassan not 
good". 

There have been improvements since in
dependence-much more widespread educa
tion, (it was remarkable how many exercise 
books were on display in the shops) and 
insurance schemes for unemployment, acci
dent, or numbers of children. The society is 
that which Apter characterises as "modern
ising autocracy". 

The essential weakness of the Moroccan 
regime, however, and the strength and very 
basis of the Algerian, is in land reform. 
Both are peasant countries: the develop
ment of efficient and productive agriculture, 
with equable land distribution on a viable 
basis (therefore probably communal) and 
the improvement of techniques, is a priority 
task. The Algerian expropriations and sys
tem of worker's management committees 
are bold and imaginative steps towards 
socialism. Hassan has only been goaded 
into reluctant action by the UNFP electoral 
success based on a drastic agrarian reform 
programme. He has nationalised some land 
-and has bought tractors to let out to 
farmers. But it is based on expediency
not ideology, nor even conviction. 

MANY IMAGES TUMBLE from the kaleido
scope; the pattern making is more difficult. 
In Algeria the need is for trained men at 
every level "from people who can mend a 
fuse to professor of philosophy" to help 
continue this exciting venture in socialism 
adapted to African conditions (distinct from 
"African socialism") and to administer the 
society efficiently. In Morocco it is difficult 
to see whether the necessary land reform 
can take place without the replacement of 
the monarchy-or at least the drastic castra
tion of its powers. Ben Barka, UNFP 
leader, in exile, is reputedly one of the 
most intelligent socialists of the continent. 
The answer, in both cases, rests in the last 
resort with the peasants-the people of the 
soil. • 
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What are the aims of the new Africa, and 
how far do we in Britain share these aims? 
This is the key question we have to answer 
before we can say that Africa and Britain, 
which have so much to give each other, 
will, in fact, march forward together 
towards a more prosperous, tolerant, free 
and peaceful world. 

If I were asked to summarise these 
aims, I think I would describe them as 
follows, placing them in order of urgency: 

(1) The decolonisation of Africa. 
(2) The economic and political 

integration of African 
countries. 

(3) The rapid development of 
the economic resources of 
the African Continent to 
the point of self-sustaining 
growth. 

(4) The safeguarding of peace 
by non-alignment with the 
rival po",'er blocs and support 
of the United Nations. 

I have already pointed out that we 
welcom~ the movement towards closerpoli
tical and economic association between 
that this is essential to the strength, 
stability, and economic growth of Africa. 
I am, therefore, left with questions (1), 
(3) and (4). 

(1) We are, of course, committed to 
a policy of decolonisation in Africa. 

I believe there are good reasons why 
we have had to move more slowly in grant
ing independence in southern Africa than 
we moved in West and East Africa. The 
Federation of Rhodesia and Nyasaland had 
to be liquidated before Northern Rhodesia 
and Nyasaland could become independent as 
separate States. This process is now going 
forward though we hope that they will re
tain the economic links and common services 
which have increased the prosperity of 
the whole Federation. Both these coun
tries have only to settle some minor 
internal problems before they become in
dependent. Nyasaland will be independent 
in July, 1964. 

Southern Rhodesia is a much tougher 
problem, because it is ruled by a European 
minority. We have refused to hand over 
the power of government to a minority of 
the population. On the other hand, the 
British Government no longer has the 
authority to dictate to the Government of 
Southern Rhodesia. People overseas often 
do not realise, particularly if they live 
in countries with-written constitutions, 
that in the British constitution conven
tion is as important as law. But I 
believe the Government of Southern Rhode
sia is beginning to realise that neither 
Britain nor the Commonwealth would accept 
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a whit~ dominated Southern Rhodesia as 
an equal partner, and that it will not 
have independence until there is a con
stitution which will produce an African 
majority in its Legislative Assembly. 
But persuasion takes a long time to work, 
and we realise how hard it is for the Af
ricans in Southern Rhodesia to wait while 
they are denied the rights accorded to 
their brothers in neighbouring countries. 

The only other British territories 
in southern Africa are the so-called High 
Commission Territoreis of Bechuanaland, 
Swaziland, and Basutoland. These count
ries will need our protection so long as 
they feel in danger from the Republic of 
South Africa. They are poorer than other 
British territories because we did not 
spend money on them when we thought they 
might join South Africa. But if we make up 
for our neglect of their economic develop
ment there is no reason why Bechuanaland 
-and Swaziland should not become fully 
independent countries, while Basutoland 
should at any rate be able to manage its 
own internal affairs. Whatever may happen, 
Britain will never surrender these terri
tories to South Africa. 

But the real challenge to Britain is 
our attitude to white domination in 
Southern Africa, as exemplified by Port-
ugal and the Republic of South Africa. We 
realise that Africans will judge our 
sincerity by our reactions to apartheid 
and Portuguese colonial policy, and that 
this is far more important to them than 
our own colonial record. World opinion is 
being brought to bear (we hope it will 
always be peaceful) on the policies of 
South Africa and Portugal, because they 
cannot be changed by the actions of any 
single country. This is also the policy 
of the African countries at the U.N. 
We are not in favour of expelling any 
country from the U.N., because we believe 
that the value of the U.N. lies in its 
universality, and that if you start to 
expel countries on ideological grounds it 
will be difficult to stop. But we do 
believe that arms should not be sold to 
these countries of a sort that would be 
needed to enforce apartheid or an un
acceptable colonial policy respectively. 

This shows that in spite of British 
investment in South African industry, and 
in spite of the importance of South Africa 
to British trade, there is a large section 
of public opinion in Britain that puts 
moral values above material interests. It 
is certainly true that the ordinary 
Englishman is disgusted and horrified by 
apartheid and, so far as he understands 
events in Africa, is on the side of the 
African when exploited or oppressed by the 
white-man. 

(3) Africa is a so-called "developing" 
area, like Asia and South America. Its 
export earnings depend too often on one or 
two crops. The vast majority of its people 
depend for their livelihood on cultivating 
the soil, on subsistence crops and on the 
export of foodstuffs and raw materials. 
The incomes of primary producers are more 
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susceptible to changes in terms of trade, 
and in this context the Africans have 
suffered particularly during the 1950s. 
But the "developed" countries and their 
diversified economies (that is the 
industrial nations of Europe and North 
America) have through the deployment of 
their scientific techniques, raised their 
standard of living to the l eve l they enjoy 
today from the low level of a few hundred 
years ago, which compared more closely 
with the African standard of living today. 

This industrial revolution is starting 
in Africa. The difference between Europe 
and Africa is that Africa began later, and 
must, therefore, reach the point of "take
off" into self-sustaining growth much more 
quickly. 

The success of this economic revolution is 
as important to the West as it is to Africa. 
~ts economic importance is that it will 
provide an expanded market for the exports 
of Western countries with the new purchas
ing power generated by higher wages and 
salaries. Its political importance is that 
if the democratic procedures and economic 
assistance of the West fail to improve the 
lot of people living often on a bare sub
sistence, they will adopt the totally 
different methods employed by Russia and 
China. 

It is, therefore, in the interests of 
the Western countries, as well as in 
accord with their humanitarian feelings 
and their long record of association with 
Africa, to provide the capital and tech
nical skill required to raise Africa to 
the level of material well-being enjoyed 
by the West. 

What Africa needs is a rapid and 
sustained expansion of world trade in 
primary products, and a great increase in 
financial and technical aid to hasten 
forward the day when it starts to pay its 
own way. By commodity agreements, which 
prevent violent fluctuations in world 
prices for primary products, and the 
reduction and removal of tariff barriers, 
we have been doing our best-to promote 
trade with Africa. 

We have already made agreements to 
fix the price of a number of commodities, 
of which the most recent was coffee. We 
have reduced many tariffs through the 
instrumentation of the General Agreement 
on Tariffs and Trade, and we would have 
secured free entry for African products 
from former British as well as former 
French African Territories into the whole 
of Western Europe if we had succeeded in 
entering the European Economic Community. 
We may still join it. We would like to see 
easier access for tropical agricultural 
products to the markets of the West, and 
we recognise that the new industries in 
African countries must also be able to sell 
us their products. 

Trade is more important than aid, and more 
lasting, but money and skill must also be 
forthcoming without any immediate return 
if we are to speed up the economic 
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dev",lopment of Africa. Aid "without strings" 
is a national policy. The Chancellor of the 
Exchequer has just described Britain's "aid 
programme" as "a great outlet for the 
energy and enthusiasm of the British 
people". 

The British Government has given large 
sums in grants and loans to British 
independencies and to independent Common
wealth countries in Africa. In the last 
six years Britain has doubled the amount 
of its capital aid, and it is still 
rising. It is now running at about £150, 
000,000 a year, and is expected to exceed 
£200,000,000 in the 1963/64 period. 

Britain has just set up a new govern
ment department, the Department of Tech
nical Co-operation, to deal with technical 
aid. This Departme nt is responsible for 
the 15,000 British civil servants, advisers, 
teachers and technical officers serving in 
British dependencies or newly-independent 
countries, mainl y in, Africa. It also 
recruits teachers, doctors, agricultural 
and veterinary officers, as well as 
members of the professions, to serve on 
short contracts with the governments of 
these countries. About 1,000 highly
qualified persons are going overseas in 
the current year, of which about half are 
young people who want to serve Africa in 
the same way as the American Peace Corps. 

These links of trade, aid, and 
investment are taking the place of the olr 
political links between Britain and Africa 
and are forging a new relationship based 
on equality, mutual respect and mutual 
advantage. 

(4) So far as foreign policy is 
concerned, we respect the desire of Afric~ 
countries for neutrality between the 
contending power blocs. We share with 
African countries their loyalty to the 
United Nations. While we do not wish to 
involve them in our alliances, we hope 
that those who belong to the British 
Commonwealth will stay, as the Commonwealth 
r epresent$ a wide area of the globe in 
which war has been renounced. Peace and 
d i sarmament are our mutual objectives. 

We have now examined the principal 
aims of African policy, decolonisation, 
Afr.ican unity, economic development and 
world peace, and compared with them the 
aims of the British policy. It appears 
that there is no fundamental divergence 
between African and British policy. Where 
they differ, the differences concern 
methods and timing, not ultimate aims. 

On the contrary, the interests and the 
welfare of the peoples of Africa and the 
peoples of Britain are so intimately 
connected that their happiness and pros
perity will depend on whether they are 
able, in the future, to work even more 
closely together. This will benefit, not 
only Britain and Africa, but the world 
community of nations and races to which 
they belong, and whose welfare is inextric
ably bound up with theirs. We have the 
same vision of the future of Africa, and 
its place in the world. Together we can 
achieve it. 
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