
which found itself in a position in which it was unable to
dtsassociate itself from vested interests; and the new regime
was carefully established as the legitimate regime before
independence. But this 'foster elite'-presumably oblivious
of the role it was intended to play-had to be provided
with means of maintaining conditions favourable to
Britain and her Nigerian associates, and established pat
terns which had been found responsive to the demands
of profit had to be secured. Naturally, the new constitution
had to be framed so as to turn changes of government
into measures of evading real social progress and reform.
Those who l1£tually remain in cont'rol of the armed forces,
the police, and the economy, are the real rulers, and
Nigerian independence is a myth.

IF ANYBODY THINKS such suspicions unworthy, let him
compare the size of the Northern Region in proportion
to the major ethnic group it contains with the size of the
other Regions; let him consider the statement made by
the Federal Minister of Commerce and Industry to the
House that "the economy of our country, strictly speaking~

is not in our hands. Over 70% of our overseas trade is
controlled by forces over which we have no control"; or
the fact that 18 months after Independence the Police was
still led by five expatriate Commissioners, whilst there

were no Nigerians of equal rank. The Army was controlled
to a even less~r extent by Nigeria. The Marketing Boards,
which handle about 85% of Nigeria's exports, and which
have powers to decide who may produce and who may
not, and what the producers' profit will be, are still under
foreign direction. At the same time, small farmers pay
about 15 % of their proceeds from sales of produce to the
government, which is an excessive rate and prevents them
from accumulating surplus for investment.

What conclusion can one draw if one considers these
facts in the light of a V.N. report on "International
Economic Assistance to the Less-Developed Countries"
(1961)? This reveals that between 1933-5 and 1957-9 the
loss through the worsening in terms of trade for under
developed countries was nearly twice the total amount of
public aid funds these countries received.

Economic pl~nning is done without much care for any
Nigerian interest. One can only speculate about the
procedures, assumptions, and calculations used in design
ing the six-year development plan. l Thus~ in the West

1 William L. Hooper's paper 'Comments on Nigeria's 1962-1968
Development Plan' from the collection of M.LT. conference
papers published under the title Managing Economic Develop
ment in Afrr.ca, edited by Warren H. Hausman. The M.LT.
Press, Massachusetts Institute of Technology, 1963.

COMMENT

Guida"nce or
Proclamations?
The African farmer's
need
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IT IS OFTEN ALLEGED that Africans'
resistance to the B.A.D.'s rehabilitation
schemes stems from blind reasoning
and a desire to revert to the old tribal
structures. Africans have marched with
modern historical trends. They have
evolved their communal culture out of
the stagnancy of the dark and slow
years of their ancestors' time, merging
it into modern fluid systems.

In the early 'fifties, farmers on the
communal farms of Terbrugge and
Brilliant near Pietersburg, Transvaal,
realised the need to reduce their fields
to reasonable sizes in the interest of
the commonage for grazing. Later,
they saw the need to fence in the fields.
This served to reduce herding hours.
'Cattle are grazed in the fenced fields
during the hot, dry months before it
rains.

During the years that followed the
Second World War, when later arrivals
settled here, nature conservation be
came a concern with the people. In
almost all farms around here a law
sprang up forbidding inordinate cut
ting of trees, digging of earth for build
ing purposes, and hunting. The law
still holds.
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BUT SUCH ARE the intrigues of man
that, despite heavy fines, men have
always found excuses for breaking the
law. Moreover, this happened to co
incide with loud proclamations of
whites, who posed as sole forerunners
of the idea of conservation. The
schemes tallied with the plans of a
political marauder and so were looked
at askance.-It is redundant to point
out the Machiavellianism and chicane
ry that settled the colonialists here, and
that established the. African's -distrust
of them.

Everywhere, windmills and hand
pumps have replaced wells.

These are attempts at rising, which
is as far as village funds can carry the
people.

This means then that farmers here
are not just idle and averse to im
proved farming methods. With or with
out knowing it, they are crying for
consultation in the affairs of their
lands. They voice the desire to be free
to take the initiative in rehabilitation
plans. And, with proper guidance and
co-operation from the State, they can
do it.
Pietersburg, Transvaal J.M.
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