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Nigeria's

Mythical Independence

S U Z ANN E C R 0 N J E, the South African-born wife
of a former aRricultural officer in Northern Nigeria,
edited a monthly magazine while in Nigeria and now
lives in London.

TO THE QUESTION "Does socialism exist in Nigeria?" the
answer would be, "It probably does-as much as any
ideology". Nigeria has no political or social principle at
all; it lacks any unifying doctrine or national orientation.

This is a situation for which the Nigerians themselves
are little to blame; it is the result of the colonial policy
of Indirect Rule, and of a constitution inspired by Britain
to favour vested interests regardless of. independence.

EACH OF NIGERIA'S three federated Regions, which are based
on three ethnic groups, has given rise to a major political
party. Tpe largest of the Regions is the North, which
constitutes two thirds of the Federation's area and half
its total population. The dominant ethnic element is of
Hausa-Fulani origin, and the Region is divided into a
number of very powerful feudal emirates, with a strong
tradition of Islam. Their political party is the N.P.C.
(Northern Peoples' Congress) which forms the regional
government-in the Northern House of Assembly it has
almost no opposition-and is the senior partner in the
federal coalition. The Federal Prime Minister, Sir Abuba
kar Tafawa Balewa, is the party's Vice-President. Non
Hausa and non-Moslem minority groups make up almost
half of the Region's inhabitants.

The dominant element in the East consists of Ibo and
related peoples who do not have a tradition of powerful
chiefs. Their political party is the N.C.N.C. (National
Council for Nigerian Citizens) which commands a large
majority in the Eastern House of Assembly; in the federal
goverpment it is the junior partner in coalition with the
N.P.C. 'Dr. Azikiwe is the founder of the N.C.N.C. but
resigned from its leadership when he was appointed
Governor-General of the Federation. On the first of
October 1963, when the Federation changed from Domi-
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EXPERIENCE AND PSYCHOLOGICAL experiments have shown
that if you let children mix freely while young, they
master each other's language easily and quickly. For
quite a long time to come, English must remain tho
accepted medium of instruction for it is the only language
of the languages spoken in Central Africa that can both
contain and accommodate technical terms. It may sound
absurd to ask the African and Asian child to attend
school where English is the medium of instruction. Pro
vided integration is introduced at the nursery school stage,
the language problem ceases to be a real problem. The
United National Independence Party as soon as it comes
to power in January 1964, plans to integrate all nursery
schools. By the time formal instruction commences,
African children should be in a position to benefit bv
instruction given in English. •

a man to discriminate against his fellow human beIng
purely on the grounds of race or colour. There is, how
ever, a second answer: We must have integration for
economic reasons. The present situation where one highly
paid specialist teaches a certain subject to two or three
white students, while three miles away another highly
paid specialist teaches exactly the same subject for exactly
the same examination-to two or three African students,
is ludicrous and would be laughable were it not so lament
able~ To obviate this we must have integration. But will
integration in practice work? What will the medium of
instruction be in primary schools or do we recommend
integration only at the Secondary School level?

The answer to the first question is an emphatic 'Yes'.
Integration in schools has worked marvellously in coun
tries which have a plural society like ours. In Ghana,
Tanganyika and Nigeria-to cite only a few examples~

the scheme has met unqualified success. Unless the
scheme is sabotaged by malcontents within our society I
see nothing that can stand between it and success. The
often-asked question is: Assuming that the scheme re
ceives the co-operation of all concerned what is the me
dium of instruction goinS! to be? This question although
relevant is more academic than real.
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nion to Republic, he became NigerIa's first President. The
new federal status will be purely formal, with no notice
able political implications beyond the obvious consequence
of diverting for a time the growing awareness of the lack
of national purpose. The measure does not appear to
contain any provision to bring about progress or reform.

In the West, the Yoruba are the major ethnic group.
Their traditionally powerful chiefs, the Obas, have lost
some influence in recent years. Their party, the A.G.
(Action Group) governs the Region with a large' majority,
and forms a considerable opposition to the coalition
government in the Federal House. The A.G.'s Leader of
the Opposition was tried for treason and sentenced to ten
years' imprisonment last month. The A.G. also forms
some opposition to the N.C.N.C. in the Eastern House;
and the N.C.N.C. opposes the A.G. in the Western House
of Assembly.

As has been pointed out, the N.P.C. in the Northern
Region government has practically no opposition, but
there are some remnants of what was once a very lively
party, the N.E.P.lT. (Northern Elements' Progressive
Union) now reduced to a very small and mute group.
Their leader is Malam Aminu Kano who was known as
a promising young socialist politician some years ago-a
rarity in Nigeria, especially in the North. However, for
purposes of federal politics, the N.C.N.C. took N.E.P.U.
as an associate under its wing, and as a. result of this
affiliation, Malam Aminu Kano now finds himself sharing
the federal government benches with the N.P.C.-he is
government whip-whilst he still leads the opposition in
the Northern Region. This equivocal role has affected
Malam Aminu personally, a regrettable fact which will
be presently discussed; but a more tragic result is the
almost complete break-up of his party. N.E.P.U.
represented the Northern peasants and the rest of the
despised mass of commoners who neither belong to the
aristocracy nor to the privileged class of Moslem coun
cillors, judges, administrators and scholars. With the
disintegration of N.E.P.U. died Nigeria's only hope for
immediate political progress.

A few weeks ago, a fourth Region, carved out of the
non-Yoruba part of the West, came into existence. It will
be known as the Mid-West, and its population staunchly
supports the N.C.N.C. This measure also will serve no
practical purpose except increasing the already excessive
burden of Nigerian administrative and legislative costs~

but it may pacify a few tribalists. As there is some dO'ubt
whether it will affect the political balance, it can 'be
ignored for the present.

IF ALL THIS SEEMS CONFUSING, it must be explained that
it was meant to be. The maintenance of ethnic boundaries
was one of Britain's .deliberate Nigerian colonial policies,
and it could be implemented only by means of Indirect
Rule. This meant that administration was carried out
through traditional chiefs-the 'Native Authorities' who
functioned under British control. It saved Britain a great
deal of inconvenience and proved to be just as effective
in certain areas·-as direct colonial government. West
Africa, never intended for white settlement, was treated as
a source of wealth; Indirect Rule provided the facilities
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for exploitation, controlled the population and prevented
hostile interference with a minimum of trouble. The
method was tried elsewhere, but in no case did it meet
with such complete success as in Northern Nigeria.

The conditions were ideal: Fulani leaders had imposed
their theocratic rule over a large nexus of Hausa states,
the present emirates, and as they were gifted organisers,
their power was absolute. They were unique in having
established the only African system of land taxation on
record; the revenue of other chiefs consisted of tribute,
whereas the Fulani introduced direct taxation in accord.;.
ance with the Koran. The subjected people were· stripped
of all their surplus and kept under subjugation by the
laws of Islam until they became imbued with respect for
the Divine Right of Emirs.

When the British took over, they confirmed with some
'modifications the position of those chiefs who accepted
their authority, and thereby they perpetuated the most
reactionary of feudal systems. The missionaries were for
bidden access in response to the wishes of Emirs, and
consequently the population was not exposed to any
dangerous ideas which might have resulted from Western
education.

It has been said that the British administrators felt
genuine affection for these Hausa-Fulani rulers, in whom
they saw much that reminded them of their own aristo
cracy. However that may be, Indirect Rule was also
successful among the Yoruba of the West, though not
among the eastern Ibo who had no tradition of powerful
chiefs. But both of the southern Regions had the use of
mission schools, and therefore they possessed people with'
the necessary skills to become clerks and minor officials.
These were employed by the government and commercial
concerns throughout Nigeria, including the North, which
had spurned the opportunity to train its own personnel~

The presence of southern officialdom created a lot of
friction-to this day the Northern government prefers to
employ expensive, expatriates rather than qualified
Nigerians from other Regions.

THE IBO, who had been unsuitable, material for Indirect
Rule, showed early signs of nationalism and founded the
N.C.N.C.'t whilst the Yoruba, who felt threatened by what
they regarded as a manifestation of inimical Ibo solidarity,
responded with the formation of the A.G. In the end, the
North had to follow suit against the wishes of the emirs,
whose position was secured by colonial rule and who had
identified themselves with the British regime. The party
which was finally permitted to emerge-the N.P.C.-was
committed. to uphold feudal authority and tradition, and
thus the emirs' powers as well as British interests were
entrenched. I

By promoting tribal authority, Indirect Rule engendered
ethnic suspicions and prevented Nigerian unity. When
African independence became inevitable, the Colonial
Office began to plan a constitutio.n which would assure
Britain continued control and influence even after its
legal departure. As the North could be counted upon to
remain loyal, its size had to guarantee it 'a decisive pro
portion of representation in the federal government.
Suitable successors were chosen from the political elite,

THE NEW AFRICAN 26 oCTOBERJ1963



which found itself in a position in which it was unable to
dtsassociate itself from vested interests; and the new regime
was carefully established as the legitimate regime before
independence. But this 'foster elite'-presumably oblivious
of the role it was intended to play-had to be provided
with means of maintaining conditions favourable to
Britain and her Nigerian associates, and established pat
terns which had been found responsive to the demands
of profit had to be secured. Naturally, the new constitution
had to be framed so as to turn changes of government
into measures of evading real social progress and reform.
Those who l1£tually remain in cont'rol of the armed forces,
the police, and the economy, are the real rulers, and
Nigerian independence is a myth.

IF ANYBODY THINKS such suspicions unworthy, let him
compare the size of the Northern Region in proportion
to the major ethnic group it contains with the size of the
other Regions; let him consider the statement made by
the Federal Minister of Commerce and Industry to the
House that "the economy of our country, strictly speaking~

is not in our hands. Over 70% of our overseas trade is
controlled by forces over which we have no control"; or
the fact that 18 months after Independence the Police was
still led by five expatriate Commissioners, whilst there

were no Nigerians of equal rank. The Army was controlled
to a even less~r extent by Nigeria. The Marketing Boards,
which handle about 85% of Nigeria's exports, and which
have powers to decide who may produce and who may
not, and what the producers' profit will be, are still under
foreign direction. At the same time, small farmers pay
about 15 % of their proceeds from sales of produce to the
government, which is an excessive rate and prevents them
from accumulating surplus for investment.

What conclusion can one draw if one considers these
facts in the light of a V.N. report on "International
Economic Assistance to the Less-Developed Countries"
(1961)? This reveals that between 1933-5 and 1957-9 the
loss through the worsening in terms of trade for under
developed countries was nearly twice the total amount of
public aid funds these countries received.

Economic pl~nning is done without much care for any
Nigerian interest. One can only speculate about the
procedures, assumptions, and calculations used in design
ing the six-year development plan. l Thus~ in the West

1 William L. Hooper's paper 'Comments on Nigeria's 1962-1968
Development Plan' from the collection of M.LT. conference
papers published under the title Managing Economic Develop
ment in Afrr.ca, edited by Warren H. Hausman. The M.LT.
Press, Massachusetts Institute of Technology, 1963.

COMMENT

Guida"nce or
Proclamations?
The African farmer's
need
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IT IS OFTEN ALLEGED that Africans'
resistance to the B.A.D.'s rehabilitation
schemes stems from blind reasoning
and a desire to revert to the old tribal
structures. Africans have marched with
modern historical trends. They have
evolved their communal culture out of
the stagnancy of the dark and slow
years of their ancestors' time, merging
it into modern fluid systems.

In the early 'fifties, farmers on the
communal farms of Terbrugge and
Brilliant near Pietersburg, Transvaal,
realised the need to reduce their fields
to reasonable sizes in the interest of
the commonage for grazing. Later,
they saw the need to fence in the fields.
This served to reduce herding hours.
'Cattle are grazed in the fenced fields
during the hot, dry months before it
rains.

During the years that followed the
Second World War, when later arrivals
settled here, nature conservation be
came a concern with the people. In
almost all farms around here a law
sprang up forbidding inordinate cut
ting of trees, digging of earth for build
ing purposes, and hunting. The law
still holds.
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BUT SUCH ARE the intrigues of man
that, despite heavy fines, men have
always found excuses for breaking the
law. Moreover, this happened to co
incide with loud proclamations of
whites, who posed as sole forerunners
of the idea of conservation. The
schemes tallied with the plans of a
political marauder and so were looked
at askance.-It is redundant to point
out the Machiavellianism and chicane
ry that settled the colonialists here, and
that established the. African's -distrust
of them.

Everywhere, windmills and hand
pumps have replaced wells.

These are attempts at rising, which
is as far as village funds can carry the
people.

This means then that farmers here
are not just idle and averse to im
proved farming methods. With or with
out knowing it, they are crying for
consultation in the affairs of their
lands. They voice the desire to be free
to take the initiative in rehabilitation
plans. And, with proper guidance and
co-operation from the State, they can
do it.
Pietersburg, Transvaal J.M.
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£6.5 million was provided for urban water supplies in
several cities, but the first project in Ibadan will itself
require expenditure greater than this figure. An equal
amount allocated for roads and bridges is less than one
third of the sum required to complete projects already
under way. Furthermore, of the £675 million which the
Nigerian government expects to obtain for its plan from
public funds, about half is expected to come from abroad.
The Economist (7 July 1962) comments, "this dependence
on foreign aid ... is a reminder of how much the country
depends upon decisions taken elsewhere."

TODAY, NIGERIA is under the thumb of the reactionary
entrenched Northern aristocracy who strongly influence
politicians. "What does one expect of a minister who
throws himself into the dust when encountering the emir?"
somebody once remarked. The political atmosphere is
stifling, and if a national ideology were born, it would
have little chance of surviving.

Ghana. because it experienced little Indirect Rule, had
the opportunity to form a mass party. Abrahams, the
Ghanaian philosopher, writes, "The ideals of a mass party
which grows up in conditions of public and private
poverty, disease, ignorance and hunger, cannot avoid
being socialistic". All Nigeria has to do is to wait for
poverty, disease, ignorance, and hunger which a continua
tion of the present system is sure to increase. These things
will provide the necessary motive for the social revolution
which is overdue, unless the ethnic isolation of Indirect
Rule will continue to preclude action on a nation-wide
scale. In that case, the Federation will disintegrate, which
would be against the interest of the entire continent, which
requires African union, not secession.

But it would be foolish to declare that socialism does
not exist in Nigeria. It can be found even among politi
cians. When Awolo\vo was still leading the Opposition,
he told the Federal House, "An untrammelled capitalist
system, of necessity, places a newly developed and under
developed nation, such as ours, in a state of defenceless
economic servitude and unduly prolongs the regime of
poverty, ignorance, and disease among the bulk of the
people."

BUT TO RETURN to Malam Aminu Kano, who so uncom
fortably sits between two benches. He is a Fulani from
Kano, though not a member of the aristocracy. He belongs
to an important family of scholars. He is learned both
in a Western sense and in the traditions of Islam, and I
believe he understands Arabic and can read the original
version of the Koran. He told me once that he was im
pressed by Egyptian socialism, and he believes socialt~m

can be· based on some passages in the Koran which deal
with usury, distribution of wealth, and alm~. I do not
think that he prefers this to some of the other literature
available on the subject, but it certainly would be useful
for propagating a sense of social responsibility where it is
most needed.

However, since Malam Aminu came to sit on the
Federal government side he has been to Mecca, which is
an absolute status symbol in the North. He is Alhaji
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Aminu Kano now. When last I visited him in Kano, his
house was just being wired for a loudspeaker system. I
asked what sort of political meeting was going to be held,
but he said "No. It's being put up so that my followers
can hear me pray". (The season was Ramadan, a time of
prayer and fasting). I gasped. Surely he had never been
an extrovert or a hypocrite? These days he is more
worried about federal politics than about his N.E.P.U.,
which has gone to ruin. But not so long ago h~ suffered
great hardship on behalf of that party for the common
man. Has he changed? I don't know. He may be under
pressure; many Nigerians are.

Socialism has made little headway in Nigeria, which is
surprising, because it is such an integral part of African
tradition. Mr. Nyerere says of traditional society, "No
body starved, either of food or human dignity, because he
lacked personal wealth; he could depend on the wealth~

he could depend on the wealth possessed by the commu:"
nity of which he was a member. That was Socialism.7

'

His concept is baStd on the communal ownership of land.
which is a universal African tradition. Perhaps the people
of the North had got too far away from the African
system under the theocracy of Islam which they had
accepted when Britain took over. But those who 'loye
Nigeria are angry at what has happened and what is still
going on. We know there are Nigerian idealists; why don't
they publicly object to their country's wealth being squan
dered, its people misdirected, its interests subverted?

PERHAPS I SHOULD add that on a personal scale
independence has not been pointless. There has been
much more contact between the Regions; in particular .,
has provided the necessary motivation for Moslems of the
upper class, always loth to visit the "savage" south,
gain first-hand experience of other Nigerians. For instance.
one elderly Councillor, an ultra-conservative gentleman~

who before independence had often expressed all sorts of
libellous opinions about the Iba-he once declared that
he would "never sit next to one of them"-was elected
to the House of Representatives in Lagos. When we met
about a year later and I asked him how he liked his Iba
fellow-members, he looked surprised. I reminded him Of
what he had previously said, and he laughed. "Allah!" he.
exclaimed. "They are almost human!" Then he added
more seriously, "I don't only sit with them, I also eat
with them." This is high praise from a Moslem, and ·1
think its significance is rather greater than, might be
realised.

Another Fulani, this time the brother of an Emir, is
studying political science at an English University
because a Yoruba advised him to do it. Before he left
Nigeria, he visited me one day and met a Tiv-a race
which the Fulani used to consider inferior. They talked
for a little, then the Fulani nodded his head. "Yes", he
said in English, "I always thought it was all nonsense." I
don't know what he was referring to, as I had been
unable to follow the rest of the conversation, but it does
not matter. All that matters is that they agreed that some
thing was nonsense. Many alliances have started like ·d1is.

Perhaps Nigeria is waking up, in spite of all outward
appearances. e
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