
command of the English language. Managerial posltlon~,

even in Quebec Province, are held to an inordinate degree
by English speakers. The same goes for posts requiring
modern technical training, \vhere the French Canadian
educational tradition has been \veakest for example in the
field of engineering.

There has consequently grown up a mood of frustration
in French Canada, on account of intruding influence~

which local traditions are often not properly fitted to
resist. Increasing awareness of the problem, however, has
led to the propagation of new remedies. There has been
a demand for more technical education. In response to the
take-over bids of outside commercial and industrial firms,
there has been considerable agitation for the nationalisa
tion of resources; but this is something which has to be
discreetly recommended on account of the opposition of
the local tradition to anything that smacks of socialism.
Recent proposals to nationalise the 'hydro' (hydro-electric
power) illustrate the current mood, however. This is a
major source of Quebec wealth, and a great employer of
labour.

Frustration engendered the separatist mood, and
separatism revived in French Canada in 1961-2, when
unemployment was on the increase. Despite the existence
of ..three separate separatist movements, however, it would
be an exaggeration to say that their arguments had capti
vated French Canada. None claimed a membership of
more than about 2000 in 1962. Commentators have some
times suggested that separatisn1-the demand, that is, for
the full political independence of Quebec-is a recurring
phenomenon, a sort of 'Natal stand', in which French
Canadians periodically indulge, not because they want to
launch Laurentia as an independent state, but because they
find that this is the only way to needle one or other of
the two major federal parties into action on their behalf.

THE VICTORY OF SOCIAL CREDIT in 26 of the Quebec
constituencies in the 1962 general election, though the
party had never held a Quebec seat before, was a good
indication of the mood of French Canada at the time.
This, as La Presse of Montreal observed at the time, was
not evidence that Quebec had suddenly found truth in
the theories of JA..berhart, but a demonstration analogous
to pouiadisnle: the Liberals and Progressive Conservatives
had failed the province: conscience forbade them to
support the New Den10cratic Party~ with its socialist
leanings; and the 'Socreds' \vere therefore the only alter
native, under the stio1ulating local leadership of Real
Caovette. They \von a number of seats in areas of high
unemployment. The fact that six of the 'Sacred's' gains in
1962 \vent Liberal in 1963 suggests that the separatists
mood has receded. \vhich may simply be a function of
better employment conditions. But when separatism goes
to the length of using explosives. as it has done in the
early nart of 1963, it seems high time for the federal
authorities to take stock of the phenomenon, as indeed
they appear to be doing, lest the political atmosphere of
Canada should be needlessly polluted when the centenary
of confederation-which French Canadians tend to look
on. rightly or wrongly, as a mutual compact-is celebrated
in four years' time. •
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Sticking

Knives

Richard Rive

Blame Me on History by Bloke Modisane
(Thames & Hudson 25s.)

WHETHER DISCUSSED in the safe and
academic confines of a London bed-sitter,
or in the turmoil and furore of the South
Africa the author so glowingly portrays, Mr.
Modisane's book is bound to prove contro
versial. In a style vivid and penetrating at
times, the \\Titer leads us through the ruins
of Sophiatown, now bull-dozed into obli
vion, the shebeens, cheap cinemas and dark
lanes. We hear with him the street-corner
discussions participate in the murderous
gang fueds, and relive his terrible childhood,
where death and fear are the order of the
day. It is a pity that structurally he should
have redress to resurrect 'the glory that was
Sophiatown' in a method already hackneyed
when Goldsmith wrote his 'Deserted
Village'. In spite of this, it is in his child
hood reminiscences that Mr. Modisane is
at his best~ the fights against white boys at
the n1ud-pool, the startling death of sister
from malnutrition, the harrowing account
of seeing his father's face beaten to a pulp
by a tsotsi, the humiliation of witnessing
his mother's arrest for brewing illicit liquor
in order to send him through school so that
he might realise his ambition ·of becoming
a doctor. These passages are palpitating and
the autobiographical details skilfully woven,
although sentimental and melodramatic at
times. His style is best displayed \vhen he
describes his identity with Sophiatown.

'Sophiatown belongs to me; when we
were not shaking hands or chasing the
same girl or sharing a bottle of brandy,
we were sticking knives into each other's
backs. The land was bought with the
sweat, the scrounging, the doing without,
and it not only was mine even if the rain
leaked through the roof and the cold
seemed to creep through the cracks in the
ceiling, and crawled through the rattling
window frames under the door.'
At the tender age of 14, his hopes of

becoming a doctor are frustrated by the
death of his father, and he is forced to
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Shula Marks

The Zulu rVar by Rupert Furneaux (Weiden
feld & icolson R2.10)

Bul/er's Canzpaign by Julian Symon (Cres
set Pres R3)

Meaningless

Blundering

THERE ARE MANY WAYS of writing history,
and it is not perhaps the task of the hi 
torian of 'great battles of history' to set
himself problems-although there are many
problems in fact associated with the Zulu
War of 1879 which have not as yet been
fully explored, either here or elsewhere. But
the romantici ation of battles long past
'serves little purpose unIes the battles are
related to their wider social, political and
economic context. This Mr. Furneaux
singularly fails to do. It i difficult to see
what was 'glorious' about the death of
thousands of meo~ white and black, in what
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THE ZULU WAR OF 1879 was probably the
most important single factor in causing the
destruction of the Zulu nation; it was both
a profoundly tragic and a deeply di grace
ful epi ode in the relationship between
Bantu and Briton in South Africa. Although
almost twenty years were to pass before
Zululand was finally annexed to Natal, and
the successor to the mighty Cetshwayo re
duced to a district chieftain, it was the
war of 1879 and the 'settlement' which
followed it that apped the strength of the
Zulu people. Ironically, the war was based
on the mistaken notion that Cetshwayo in
tended invading atal-an intention which
the course of the war revealed not to have
been present at all; ironically Cetshwayos'
defeat arose out of hi decision not to
invade the small white colony, simply to
repel the invader of his own country. The
re\vard for his forbearance was disaster.

There can be little doubt that it was
Frere's actions which provoked the war as
has been recognised for several ~ ears; nor
can there be any doubt that it was Chelms
ford's handling of the military situation
which caused the fearful British losses at
Isandhlwana. Rupert Furn aux's little book,
although it contains man eye-witness de 
criptions of the scene of battles and of the
battles themselves, adds little to these
alread y existing judgements or .!O our
previous knowledge of the war.

Fl ALLY WE HAVE Mr. Modi ane pathetic
attenlpts to equate the local Pan-Africanist
nlovement with non-racialism. Surely non
racialism i the antithesi of raciali m and
i. he denial of the imoortance of racial
characteristic in favour ~f individual deter
rnination. How this can square with collec
tive guilt I do not know. And yet an
orcC1nisation based on the denial of racial
di~ision can say. to quote Mr. Modi ane
when he gi es us its policy as outlined by
Sobukwe,

'... African people can be organi ed
only under the banner of African nation
alis~ in an all-African organisation \vhere
they will by themselves formulah:: policies
and programmes and decide on the
method. of. truggle \vithout interference.~

This i in reply to the 'integrationist', a
term 1\1r. Modi~ane u,;e~ \vith conL... mpt.

\Ve end then with th" . mart-alec reply of
Matthe\v koana to a question of Mr.
~1odisane's on policy.

'But \vhy doesn't the P"A.C. explain
the muddle?' I aid. 'make the people
under~tand your point?'
'What for?' Matthew koana. aid. 'we
are not eUing ice-cream.'
Mr. Modisane holds this a a fair

uppo itian. Often before have political
sterility and lack of con tructive policy
hidde~ themselves behind deliberat,,- obscur
ity and pseudo-witticisms. •
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sane say 'by hi colour I shall know his
clas' an obvious confusion of cIa. sand
ca le' functi n , and continues later,

The fact i.. , the indi\ idual \vhite S uth
. fricln---becau e of his moral impotence.
-·-has become increasingly powerless
against the forces of apartheid; and
bccau e of thi initial apathy I hold each
one of them re pon ible for the South
Africa we know today. They are the
voters~ they hold the power in their hands
to have _omething done about it but
becau e apartheid held the promise of
dated. I have looked among theIn for a
John Brown, for one man to stand up and
say 'It (the ew Te tament) teaches me
further to remember. them that are in
bonds as bound with me.'
He therefore holds every individual white

South African guilty~ and a symptom of
that guilt is that fact that no single martyr
has arisen in their rank. The theory of
collective guilt is a tenuous and debatable
one. but when justification i sought on the
grounds that not a single John Brown has
mad.... his appearance, it becomes absurd.
Doe, this imply that only an individual act
of martyrdom will exonerate white South
Africa from collective guilt? That only in
dividual suffering will compensate for the
wrongs of a political regime.? How many
hlack John Browns has South Africa pro
duced? /\nd if any, what does thi prove?

BeT AL-\~, vv'hcn Mr. ~ 10di ane tart ana~y-

ing his own attitude a?? tries ~o generah e
these into a valid polItlcal phl10 ophy, he
only succeeds in creating a hodge-podge ~f

contradiction and muddled argument. ThiS
seems to be the vogue lately for South
Africans to vt'ri te a book on per on~l re
n1iniscenc s and then follow up with a
political expo e. Usually bot~ arc bad. I.n
th case of this book the history part ~s

good it i the blame that is lopsided. ThiS
happ~ned when an a.uthor indulges, in an
analysis of group attitudes he basn t suffi-
ciently understood. ..

It is obvious that Mr. Modlsane IS at
grea t pains to tell us that .he is black. ~~t
no time does he spare us thiS knowledge, In
fact the book would be impossible without
M r. Modisane's frequent reiteration. It .i~ a
pity he has to use an annoyingly repetitIve
bludgeon in order to do so. .

Although I could quote many more in
stances of what I consider to be muddled,
sentimental, emotive political thin~ing, I
will quote only two in upport of thIS.
He says .

'1 believe that white South Afflca-to
preserve it privileged exi tence-is. ~ather
ing on this very explo ive probability, to
push back South AJrica bey?nd. ~nd~rance
limit and then under the JustIfication of
elf-def nee. the preservation of law and

order; and in the protection of Wester?
Civilisation to completely crush the Afn
can. to obliterate him from the face of
Sou'th Africa ...'
This argument putting forward hi theory

of genocide, that the whit~ ~a~ in South
Africa is bent on the annihilation of the
black man for some neurotic rea on, and
that his answer to the South African situa
tion is the complete phy ical obliteration of
a people shows a na'ivete that i almost
criminal. It disregards completely the ex
ploitation of cheap black labour in order
to bol ter a pseudo-prosperous economy
which nlakes the labour of the black man,
and as a result his physical pre ence, an
economic imperative. Legislation in ~o~th
Africa is not tended towards the annihIla
tion of the black man, but the regimentati.on
and control of black labour. South Afnca
cannot afford even to peculate in terms .of
driving the black man (or indeed the whIte
man) into the sea. The economy of the
country couldn't afford this. .

In speaking of the white man Mr. Modl-
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as ume the role of head of the famil",. He
continues for a short while after at school,
as isted by the money brl")ught in at the
hebecl1 but oon ha' to accept the le
romanti~ vocation f \ orking in a book-
hop and later -of journalism. All these

epi odes arc ensitively portrayed ~nd are
uttlcient to merit Blallze ~\1c Oil Hl5tor~' a.

\\ orthy pIa e in the litt:rature em rglng
from the Continent.



THERE ARE SEVERAL WAYS of looking at the
Anglo-Boer War; it can be seen as a turning
point in South African history-historians

Mbari Publications
Ibadan • Nigeria
Sole agents for South Africa

INSIGHT PUBLICATIONS

P.O. BOX 2068 CAPE TOWN

Algeria and France: Colonialism to Co
operation by Dorothy Pickles (Methuen,
London R3)

When Buller was first appointe-d Conl
mander-in-Chief, Churchill-and a large
number of other people-firmly believed
that although a great deal may have been
incomprehensible 'if Sir Redvers Buller
cannot relieve Ladysmith with his present
force, we do not know of any other officer
in the British service who would be likely
to succeed'. In view of this, what then is
remarkable is that ultimately the British did
manage to win the Boer War-for as Mr.
Symons points out 'behind the assurance of
Buller's bearing was the gift for discovering
the germ of failure in any possibility of
success.'

It seems the peculiarity of all generals to
learn the wrong lessons from their past ex
perience and to draw the wrong conclusions
from previous battles. A recent computer
analysis of the facts and figures of World
War I showed that for so many blunders to
have been committed by both sides was
beyond the realm of probability. One
wonders what the computer's verdict would
have been on the statistics of Buller's
campaign. •
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A DETAILED COMPARISON of Algeria with
South Africa is both elusive and fascinating.
France had, and Britain has, decisive econo
mic involvement; but Britain has no politi
cal mediating power in South Africa, and
Algeria had no Afrikaners. The Algerian
colons were Natalian or Rhodesian jingoes,
it appears, and not Afrikaner fanatics.

"European Algerians developed their own
national characteristics, which differed in
many ways fro-m those of Frenchmen of
France. They were more racialist, politically
and culturally limited, and bitterly and ob
stinately opposed to the political emancipa
tion of the Moslem community, which they
regarded as incurably backward and a con
venient source of cheap labour."
The war in Algeria produced a stalemate:
neither side could win by purely military
means, and they both realised this. External
mediation was needed, and in the end it
was the rise of the OAS and the potential
destruction it could produce to the Algerian
economy, and to the French army and State,

Martin Legassick

Algerian

Impact

are always eager to find turning points-or
the great red-herring; the war which saw
the Imperial factor at its height in South
Africa, and v/hose settlement saw its nadir,
with the fit of guilty conscience that seemed
to seize Britain at its conclusion. It can
be studied in terms of its causes or its
almost wholly disastrous reSUlts, both for
Britain and for South Africa.

Mr. Sym.ons in his lucid, perceptive and
entertaining book has, however, chosen a
completely fresh angle. He turns his gaze
upon the initial battles fought by Sir
Redvers Buller in his attempt to relieve
Ladysmith, a series of battles which 'are
among the most absurd in British history'
in which some 1,300 men were killed in
meaningless, blundering attacks. Were it not
for these 1,300 dead, to say nothing of the
disabled and maimed, and the diseased and
starved in Ladysmith, Buller's campaign
would read like a Gilbert and Sullivan
farce: indeed Sir Garnet Wolseley who was
at the War Office at the time was the very
model 'for the model major general.'

Mr. Symons sets the scene for his account
of the ·campaign in the British War Office
and his description of the battle between
the Wolseley and Roberts 'rings' for the
position of Commander in Chief on the
retirement of the Duke of Cambridge-'the
Great German Sausage' as he was irrever
ently called-is of considerable interest to
the historian of late 19th century Britain as
well as being highly relevant to the South
African story. The contrast between the big
eyes of the ambitious, Imperialist-minded
politicians and the rather poor teeth of the
army would seem to show that Britain
became a great Imperial power in spite of
r.ather than because of her military might.

THE CENTRAL FIGURE -of the book, however,
both as an individual and as representative
of British military tradition' is Sir Redvers
Buller: red-faced and reliable, only too
aware of his faults but neither able to
convince anyone else of them in time, nor
himself to check them. over-cautious and
over-confident, over-praised before the cam
paign and perhaps over-denigrated there
after, sincerely loved and respected by his
men and despised by his staff-they were to
call him Sir 'Reverse' Buller during the
campaign, and Wolseley referred to him as
the 'Ferrvrnan' he had crossed and recrossed
the Tug~la so often.

Representative indeed he was; in fact he
was probably more intelligent and a better
commander than most of his staff: men
like Sir 'No-bobs' Hart-'No-bobs' because
he had never been known to duck a bullet
--or ex-Chief Commissioner of Police
Warren, truly one of the most colourful and
eccentric characters in the British army. The
tale of their antics could come out of
AHce's Adventures through the Looking
Glass.

26 OCTOBER 1963

appears to have been a wanton and purpose
less attack. Like Archibald Forbes, the
reporter of the Daily News, at Isandhlwana,
quoted by the author, I find it 'miserable
work wandering about the desolate camp
amid the stale odour of 'death'. The Zulu
War was both more significant and less
significant than the author would have us
believe. It arose out of the very nature of
white penetration and seUlen1ent of South
Africa and had important repercussions in
Zululand, Natal and the Transvaal-indeed
in South Africa as a whole. Frere and
Chelmsford may have been the visible vil
lians of the piece, but their actions have to
be seen against the backdrop of their times,
and can only be fully understood in the
context of Imperial policy and politics as
well as white settler pressures: land-hunger
and fears of invasion. The full story of the
Zulu War has yet to be told.

Three
Soyinka Plays

60c
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that made the successful conclusion of nego
tiations so urgent. But it was still an object
lesson in realpolitiek; for the militance,
violence and intransigence of the FLN paid
in the long run, in contrast with previous
attempts at compromise. French politicians
were induced into making concessions, but,
like all moderate progressives, "two ,or three
stages behind what was required in the
circumstances". Thus the number of Mos
lems in the administration very nearly
doubled in the period 1957 to 1960, and the
number of children at schDDI did double.
The Evian agreements themselves granted all
the first demands of the FLN at the start of
the revolution on 1st November 1954.

But Mrs Pickles's book is not a history
of the Algerian revolution. "This is not a
book about Algeria. It is a brief study of
.. its impact on the politics of postwar

France" she begins. This is legitimate; for
she is a commentator on French politics
with five books on the subject to her credit.
Within this framework she does well, with
a study in detail of the personalities, the
pressures and the decision-making in metro
politan France between 1954 and 1962. The
middle section of the book is admirable
with a blow-by-blow account of de Gaulle's
accession to power, his consolidatiDn until
he could turn against the Army who had
put him there, his gradual preparation of
public opinion in his official pronouncements
for his eventual policy, already privately
wDrked Dut three steps ahead. She shows
how his less admirable qualities of auto
cracy made him eminently suitable for
carrying out an enlightened policy over Al
geria (if nothing else!), after the vacillation
of the Fourth Republic. Independence for
Algeria, however, will have its deleterious
effects on France: the return of the reac
tionary colons and the OAS, and of the
young conscripts who have learnt to accept
torture of prisoners as a normal military
weapon.

WHERE THE BOOK FAILS IS In its "one-sided
objectivity". Like so many commentators on
South Africa, she presents a cool factual
account without any attempt to come to
terms with African (or Arab) nationalism.
With this she is unable to cope, -or to
realise why the French "assimilation" poli
cy could not be "made to work fairly" by
treating Moslem and colon as equal French
men, since this denies the human right to
develop one's own culture, developed from
many sources, no doubt, but in a unique
way. It is impossible to take Moslems (or,
one may add, black Southern Africans)
strain them through a "civilisation test"
and accept only the "Westernised" or the
"responsible moderates". Algerians, Muslim
and colon, were Algerian: they were never
really Frenchmen. So little has she attemp
ted to understand the nationalist viewpoint
that her bibliography does not contain one
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book by an Algerian. As a consequence,
her account of the war episodes, and of the
role of the FLN and its support, i.s biased
towards French sources. Thus she under
plays the French airforce attack on the
Tunisian village of Sakhiet, and the routine
torture employed by the French army, and
overstresses FLN terrorism. To be fair, she
does brand the OAS in their true inhuman
colours.

Sometimes she departs even from her
usual coolness. "Social equality" she says
of the post-1945 period, "would rapidly
have bankrupted .the state and led to an
even more spectacular increase in the
Moslem birthrate", and, later, "The Euro
pean population . . . could legitimately
claim they had made the country out of
nothing" (another phrase was "created order
out of the traditional -chaos."). These ,cliches
sound familiar. They neglect several obvious
facts: that cheap labour' was as vital as
European skills in building the infrastruc
ture of the country, and that the crime of
colonising countries had been in breaking
down the stability of the old societies,
without integrating the colonised sufficiently
to produce a new balance. Health services
may have reduced disease: they have also
produced a racing demography which was
not compensated for by a rise in employ
ment opportunities (nor by education in
birth con trol). Mrs. Pickles is enmeshed
most seriously by her preconceptions, in the
concluding chapter on "Aftermath in Al
geria". Perhaps some of this can be blamed
on the closeness of the perspective from
which it was written: the post-revolutionary
months when "lesser political differences"
began to tell \vith the inevitable faction
fighting between Ben Kheda, Ben Bella,
Krim, and Boumedienne, were too fluid to
permit progno'stication. Perhaps order was
not apparent then: she should have allowed
for that fact. Several bogies flit through the
pages: the Congo, -Communism, dictator
ship. What she would evidently like to see
is a Houphouet-Boigny-type neo-colonial
relationship with France. The thought of
other countries giving aid is not mentioned:
did she not know of American aid? She
admires Ben Khedda's schemes for agrarian
reform, and two pages later dismisses Ben
Bella's virtually identical schemes as "col
lectivisation." (This was before the demo
cratic workers councils on the farms had
come int-o being). It would have been better
if she had discussed the future of Algeria
within the framework .of radical reform and
socialism, ba~ed as much on investissement
hUnUline as foreign aid. As for authoritar
ianism: the FLN has long had a tradition
of collective leadership which makes the
newspaper personalisation of Ben Bella pro
bably a naive approach.

I do not want to leave the impression
that the book is overwhelmingly bad: it
should be read in conjunction with a history
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of the struggle, such as that in Penguin by
Edward Behr. But what is needed far more
is the more difficult, but infinitely more
worthwhile study of the personalities with
in the Algerian liberation movement, and
their power relationship between 1954 and
1962 in the ALN and the Provisional
Government. This, in the context of those
who have won positions of power, is m,ore
likely to point to the future of Algeria. Mrs.
Pickles is not the one to do it: who is?

•

Legal

Metamorphosis

R. N. Nordau

Changing Law In Developing Countries
edited by J. N. D. Anderson (George
Allen and Unwin R3.50)

The N igerian Constitution: History and
Development by O. I. Odumosu (Sweet
and Maxwell and African Universities
Press R5)

THE APPROACH OF SCHOLARS to the law and
the legal institutions of the countries of
Asia and Africa has undergone a definite
metamorphosis in the last few years. Until
recently, the study of these aspects of
societies which have now, for the most part,
become independent, was the preserve of
social anthropologists. Their concern was
with the elaboration of customs and prac
tices-some, but by no means all of them,
legal-in communities which were looked on
as "primitive".

Much of the w-ork done in this field was
of great value, and nearly all of it was done
by pioneers, immensely dedicated to the
discovery of new and as yet unexplored
facets of social structure. They not only
established the nature of the 'new' institu
tions which they studied, but also explained
their significance within the total framework
of the societies in which they operate. In
doing so, they achieved a number of things:
they helpd to disabuse high-minded moral
ists of ill-founded objections to a variety of
misunderstood customs; and they provided
a valuable contribution to the study of
jurisprudence by testing "universally appli
cable" theories which had been developed in
a Western environment against the practices
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