
which they were built. The Government seems to have
been remarkably successful in identifying itself with .the
people in such a way that it is regarded as a useful advIser
on schemes which have been initiated and undertaken by
the people themselves. This means that local people feel
that they themselves are responsible for, and active in,
the great work of natio~ building rath~r than that they
are being forced to do thIS for the prestIge or profit of an
alien Government or business enterprise. Socialism, as Dr.
Nyerere points out, is fundamentally an attitude of mind.

ONE COULD WRITE A GREAT DEAL more about Tanganyika:
about trade unions; about the tremendous emphasis given
to education; about the pros and .cons of one-party demo
cracy; or even about the proposed East African. Fed~ra
tion,. but all this would be beyond the scope of thIS artIcle
which ·has attempted, merely, to outline some of the more
exciting economic ideas and developments in a country
from which we in South Africa can learn a great deal.
Although our economic problems are not the same, in
that we are already an industrialised country, we. can
nevertheless take heart from the determination of the
people of Tanganyika that everybody ~us~ have. ~ fa.ir
share of the nation's wealth. The economIC InequahtIes In
South Africa are amongst the greatest anywhere in the
world and there will have to be great changes in the
distribution of wealth" and economic power. Although
Tanganyika cannot teach us much abou! t~e details. of
this change (and we must do a lot more thInkIng as to Just
what our goals are to be, and how they are to be achieved)
she can teach us a great deal about the fundamental ideas
on which the new, egalitarian, society must be built. •

Rhoda Prager

"I am thinking of a gay and vital person who has died.
I am thinking of her dancing before some children,
laughing and singing. I am thinking of her, earnest in
conversation about books and people. It was for people
that she cared and for whom she worked. She resented
with anger the oppression of those without privilege, and
she was tender towards those close to her. In this way
she gave of herself to others and by this we shall remem
ber her."

These words were spoken at the funeral in Johannesburg
of Rhoda Prager, who died suddenly on 31 July 1963.
The story "End Street" which we published on 27 March
1963 was only one kind of contribution she made· to The
New African, which also profited by her enthusiasm and
critical interest from the start. We offer sincerest sympathy
to her husband, Mr. Fred Prager, her children and grand··
children and to the many who mourn her.
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Africa Wants
an Answer
Are the Communists
trying to have it
both ways?

PHILIP KGOSANA

IN THE OBSERVER (London) of 9 June 1963, Mr. Colin
Legum, Commonwealth correspondent of the paper, reports
that many Western countries, including the United States
are progressively reducing their supply of a~ms .and
ammunition to the Government of Verwoerd. In hIS artIcle,
Mr. Legum explains how the United States, for instance,
has worked out a formula by which ~'by means of export
licences, it enforces a policy of forbidding the sale of 'any
arms which could be used by the South African Govern
ment to enforce apartheid'."

It appears, however, according to Mr. Legum, that·
there are a number of Communist countries, notably East
Germany and Czechoslovakia which are selling small arms
to the Verwoerd regime. (Czechoslovkia's recent denials
have been refuted). For this reason, a certain Cape Town
importer, Mr. F. Seder is reported to have told the
Johannesburg Sunday Times that "Czech arms were sell
ing well in South Africa". Mr. Seder is further reported
to have confirmed that "East Germany had approached
ammunition dealers in recent weeks to increase its export
of arms."

There is also a report in the same article that "South
Africa's total imports from Hungary last year were just
short of R800,OOO. Its exports to Poland amounted to
R2,124,730 and East Germany R1,629,190."

Another journalist, Mr. Stanley Uys, reports from Cape
Town that Communist China is buying "large quantities
of maize grown by South Africa's predominantly Govern
ment-supporting farmers."

IF THESE REPORTS are true~ it appears to me that the only
legitimate thing is to openly tell those who s.upport the
Pretoria regime that they cannot at the same tIme be our
friends.

PHI LIP K G 0 SAN A left South Africa while on
trial for incitement after the 1960 Anti-Pass Cam
paign, having been Cape regional secretary of the
Pan Africanist Congress from which he ha~ sirice
resigned. He is at present a student in Addis Ababa.
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