
BUT AFRICANS, TOO, have vitriolic things to say about their
fellows who go for white girls. Apart from the pious lie
of those who declare that they never desire a white girl ..

A friend of mine tells me that if ever he got arrested for
raping a white woman, he would tell the judge: "Your
Honour, I'm aggrieved that anyone could ever imagine
that I would ever be attracted by a scrawny, colourless
woman like that. Look at her, if you please, and tell me
what is there in her meatlessness that would ever attract a
man of my tastes. Allow me" to bring before the court a
full-blooded African woman, and I will show you where
I am capable of rape. But this ... this ..."

Apart from the sour grapes, I say, many Mricans sin
cerely believe that those of us who do manage a while to
get white girls, get only the scum, the what the boss
wouldn't stand a-stinking in his back yard in any case.

So, what kind of girl did Othello get? On Cassio's
arrival at Cyprus, Montano asks whether Othello is
wived. Cassio describes Desdemona thus:

"He hath achieved a maid
That paragons description and wild fame;
One that excels the quirks of blazoning pens,
And in the essential vesture of creation _
Does tire the ingener."

Or, as the boys in Johannesburg would say: "Nay, man,
Boeta Can, you got yourself a Jewess that's got back
ground and bodice; looks like the lord took special time
off to make her. Not one of those weatherbeaten crows
from Fordsburgville." For the boys are particular about
what kind of a white girl you found yourself.

BY THE WAY, LET this quickly be said in the world that
Shakespeare cast for Othello and his miscegenatious
doings, this kind of thing_ was not illegal. They had not
yet come round to an Act of Immorality. The law, those
days, was more concerned with whether charms and
witchcraft were practised on a girl to turn her mind to
unnatural love. That was a serious crime. But we in the
townships have long passed that stage. City-bred lover
boys who still use "roots" to catch the girls get laughed
out of the shebang.

One thing that beats me is that Shakespeare shows more
compassionate understanding for Othello than he did for
Shylock. Fully comprehendin.g the painfully delicate situ
ation of OtheIIo, undaunted by the cruel circumstance
fate had placed the man in, Shakespeare swells with the
dignity and nobility of Othello's spirit. In Shylock's case,
I could not escape the impression that Shakespeare joined
the carping, hounding, hate-fearing, anti-semitic rabble
to make sport of the Jew. 'Tis strange, 'tis passing strange.
Dammit, 'twas mean. And, fancy, in that other Venice
there was hardly any risk that anyone would have peopled
else the isle with Calibans.

But I wonder what we shall be like when that time
comes, after we have turned the last folio, and the curtain
has fallen upon all the buffoonery and mock-heroism and
painted lives and pathetic half-hopes of our little fretful
spell upon the stage. What manner of men shall we be
then ... or, for that matter, shall we be men? •
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TANGANYIKA

Towards an
Egalitarian Society

FRANCIS WILSON

Part I of a series on
economic development methods

TANGANYIKA IS ONE of the poorest countries in Africa. Her
nine million citizens earn an average income of less than
R40 (£20) per head a year in a country which has few
industries, almost no minerals. and which makes its money
almost exclusively from agricultural prod~cts o~. land
which is still very largely undeveloped. ~hde polI~Ical1y

Tanganyika is one of the most en~ouragmg countrIes 0!l
the continent, economically she IS extremely weak; It
will require a massive effort to develop. her economy into
one which will be really viable in the modern world. The
Government led by Dr. Julius Nyerere, who is. himself a
trained economist, is naturally very aware of thIS problem
and is determined to tackle it forcefully. The purpose of
this article is to analyse the way in which the Government
and people of Tanganyika propose to raise !heir standard
of living and to see what we, in South Afnca, can learn
from their efforts.

-DR. NYERERE, the founder of Tanu, was the architect of his
country's political independence and is now the master
mind behind Tanganyika's economic development; and so
it is to his speeches and writings that we must look tQ find
the theory behind the present practice of the Government.
Like most African leaders Dr. Nyerere is an _avowed
socialist in that he believes that the wealth of a country
should be as evenly distributed -amongst its people as
possible. He feels that acquisitiveness for the purpose of
gaining power and prestige is an inevitable product of a
Capitalist system which is built on the assumption that
the individual wishes to better himself even at the expense
of his fellow human-beings. While one cannot totally
eliminate such acquisitive desires Dr. Nyerere feels that
they can be much more effectively controlled in a Socialist
system, where everybody is working for the common good,
than they can under Ca,pitalism. Moreover he points out
that, traditionally, all the societies in Africa were socialist

FRANCIS WILSON, a South African economist
at Cambridge has recently visited Tanganyika, Israel,
Yugoslavia and France, studying methods of econo
mic development.

THE NEW AFRICAN 21 SEPTEMBER 1963



in that they cared for the individual who was sick or old,
and ensured that nobody was ever unemployed: hence he
believes that in the new large-scale society which is emerg
ing in Africa there must be the same sort of social
security as there was in the old small-scale societies.

But it is nlore than a simple question of social security
vital though this is. Dr. Nyerere goes on to show how the'
new society must be a community and not just an aggre
gation of individuals. His pamphlet on African Socialism
is entitled Ujamaa which means 'familyhood' because it
was the extended family system which was the basis of the
social security and solidarity in the old society and al
though the extended family is being broken down by the
industrial revolution, nevertheless, as Dr. Nyerere writes:

"Modern African Socialism can draw from its traditional
heritage the recognition of 'society' as an extension of the
basic family unit. But it can no longer confine the idea of
the social family within the limits of the tribe, nor, indeed,
of the nation . . . Our recognition of the family to which
we all belong must be extended yet further-beyond the
tribe, the community, the nation, or even the continent-to
embrace the whole society of mankind. This is the only
logical conclusion for true Socialism."

We see therefore that the purpose of the Tanu Govern
ment is to raise the standard of living of the people as fast
as possible, but to do it in such a way that it is a commu
nal effort, with everybody working for the common good,
rather than each individual working to make himself rich.
Tanganyika's only economic assets are large areas of
undeveloped agricultural land and the determination of
the people to better themselves, but as the wealth of a
country depends, ulthnately, on the will of the people
living in that country this determination is vitally impor
tant and the Government is doing its best to increase it.
At the Tanu birthday celebrations which I attended in Dar
es Salaam recently the highlight of the day, apart from the
President's speech, was the sudden appearance in the
arena of three large and ferocious dragons, called U,nas...
kini, Ujinja, and Maradhi, (Poverty, Ignorance, and
Disease) each \valking on about 15 pairs of children's
legs. They were thoroughly beaten...up and killed by an
army of school-children.

THE TWO MOST IMPORTANT weapons with which the people
and Government of Tanganyika hope to kill these three
enemies are the Co-operatives and the Community Deve...
lopment Schemes. Co-operative farming has already been
extremely successful in the coffee area on the slopes of
Mount Kilimanjaro but requires considerable expansion
throughout the country. During the three years of the
current development plan it is hoped to have the services
of two experts on industrial co-operatives and one expert,
from Israel, on co-operative farming. There is too little
information to describe fully the nature of the Co-opera
tive experiment in Tanganyika but I hope, in a later
article on Israel, to deal with this properly. The Commu
nity Development Schemes, on the other hand, have grown
spectacularly and, if the figures given are accurate, hav.e
achieved a very great deal.

The way in which these schemes work is as follows. If
in a given area the people decide that they need a school,
or a clinic, or a proper road, they approach the Govern
ment department, which is co-ordinating all this work, to
THE NEW AFRICAN 21 SEPTEMBER 1963

make sure that the school or clinic is necessary or that the
proposed road will run in the right direction and link up
with the other roads being built. Once they have Govern
ment approval they will get a grant for any large capital
expenditure which is necessary (e.g. girders for a bridge)
but which they cannot afford, and then go ahead with the
job. The labour is voluntary in that it is the l.Qcal commu
nity itself which has decided to do the project with no
hope of being paid money wages by anybody, but once
the project has been decided on every individual is ex
pected to participate in the scheme and to contribute
either his labour or materials (e.g. a trader might give a
bag of cement) to the community's project. As Dr. Nyerere
has pointed out, if, in a Socialist society, an individual
expects to be cared for by the community he must expect
equally to work for the community. The basis of the great
socialist achievement in traditional African society with
its security and universal hospitality was that "it was
taken for granted that every member of society-barring
only the children and the infinn-eontributed his fair share
of effort towards the production of its wealth . . . There
is no such thing as socialism without work." In the 18
months since Independence the Community Development
Schemes have been responsible for the construction of
much of the 'Infra-structure' without which economic
development cannot take place. 368 schools, 267 commu
nity centres, 166 dispensaries, 160 other public buildings
such as co...operative stores, coffee drying sheds, lodging
houses, leper houses and offices as well as over 10,000
miles of feeder roads have been constructed. Almost as
important as the fact of their construction is the way in

The new 1963 East-West series, published
in Kampala and Ibadan bi-monthly.

Rajat Neogy Editor
Christopher Okigbo Editor for West Africa

THE LEADING LITERARY AND
CULTURAL MAGAZINE OF ENGLISH
SPEAKING AFRICA Art/Fiction/Poetry/
Polemics / Reviews / Criticism / Sociology /
Philosophy / Reportage

Subscriptions in Africa: £1 3s. US: $6.00.
from Transition, P.O. Box 20026, Kampala, Uganda

Distributed in South Africa by

INSIGHT PUBLICATIONS

155



which they were built. The Government seems to have
been remarkably successful in identifying itself with .the
people in such a way that it is regarded as a useful advIser
on schemes which have been initiated and undertaken by
the people themselves. This means that local people feel
that they themselves are responsible for, and active in,
the great work of natio~ building rath~r than that they
are being forced to do thIS for the prestIge or profit of an
alien Government or business enterprise. Socialism, as Dr.
Nyerere points out, is fundamentally an attitude of mind.

ONE COULD WRITE A GREAT DEAL more about Tanganyika:
about trade unions; about the tremendous emphasis given
to education; about the pros and .cons of one-party demo
cracy; or even about the proposed East African. Fed~ra
tion,. but all this would be beyond the scope of thIS artIcle
which ·has attempted, merely, to outline some of the more
exciting economic ideas and developments in a country
from which we in South Africa can learn a great deal.
Although our economic problems are not the same, in
that we are already an industrialised country, we. can
nevertheless take heart from the determination of the
people of Tanganyika that everybody ~us~ have. ~ fa.ir
share of the nation's wealth. The economIC InequahtIes In
South Africa are amongst the greatest anywhere in the
world and there will have to be great changes in the
distribution of wealth" and economic power. Although
Tanganyika cannot teach us much abou! t~e details. of
this change (and we must do a lot more thInkIng as to Just
what our goals are to be, and how they are to be achieved)
she can teach us a great deal about the fundamental ideas
on which the new, egalitarian, society must be built. •

Rhoda Prager

"I am thinking of a gay and vital person who has died.
I am thinking of her dancing before some children,
laughing and singing. I am thinking of her, earnest in
conversation about books and people. It was for people
that she cared and for whom she worked. She resented
with anger the oppression of those without privilege, and
she was tender towards those close to her. In this way
she gave of herself to others and by this we shall remem
ber her."

These words were spoken at the funeral in Johannesburg
of Rhoda Prager, who died suddenly on 31 July 1963.
The story "End Street" which we published on 27 March
1963 was only one kind of contribution she made· to The
New African, which also profited by her enthusiasm and
critical interest from the start. We offer sincerest sympathy
to her husband, Mr. Fred Prager, her children and grand··
children and to the many who mourn her.
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Africa Wants
an Answer
Are the Communists
trying to have it
both ways?

PHILIP KGOSANA

IN THE OBSERVER (London) of 9 June 1963, Mr. Colin
Legum, Commonwealth correspondent of the paper, reports
that many Western countries, including the United States
are progressively reducing their supply of a~ms .and
ammunition to the Government of Verwoerd. In hIS artIcle,
Mr. Legum explains how the United States, for instance,
has worked out a formula by which ~'by means of export
licences, it enforces a policy of forbidding the sale of 'any
arms which could be used by the South African Govern
ment to enforce apartheid'."

It appears, however, according to Mr. Legum, that·
there are a number of Communist countries, notably East
Germany and Czechoslovakia which are selling small arms
to the Verwoerd regime. (Czechoslovkia's recent denials
have been refuted). For this reason, a certain Cape Town
importer, Mr. F. Seder is reported to have told the
Johannesburg Sunday Times that "Czech arms were sell
ing well in South Africa". Mr. Seder is further reported
to have confirmed that "East Germany had approached
ammunition dealers in recent weeks to increase its export
of arms."

There is also a report in the same article that "South
Africa's total imports from Hungary last year were just
short of R800,OOO. Its exports to Poland amounted to
R2,124,730 and East Germany R1,629,190."

Another journalist, Mr. Stanley Uys, reports from Cape
Town that Communist China is buying "large quantities
of maize grown by South Africa's predominantly Govern
ment-supporting farmers."

IF THESE REPORTS are true~ it appears to me that the only
legitimate thing is to openly tell those who s.upport the
Pretoria regime that they cannot at the same tIme be our
friends.

PHI LIP K G 0 SAN A left South Africa while on
trial for incitement after the 1960 Anti-Pass Cam
paign, having been Cape regional secretary of the
Pan Africanist Congress from which he ha~ sirice
resigned. He is at present a student in Addis Ababa.
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