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AMBROSE REEVES

OLD PATTERNS OF LIFE are being broken up throughout
the continent of Africa. Everywhere there is change and
ferment. Scarcely a week passes without news of some
fresh critical situation. All this ought to have some
significance for the churches in Africa, because churches
can never exist in a vacuum. They have always to
worship, work and witness in some particular historic
situation.

UNQUESTIONABLy there are many reasons for the mighty
convulsions that are now shaking the African continent,
but among them there are at least two which ought to
speak especially to the church situation in Africa. In
the first place, the era of colonialism is rapidly ending
in Africa. Territory after territory that had long been
controlled by one or other of the great colonial powers
has gained its political independence in the last few
years. It is not very sensible for those living in other
.lands to complain, as they frequently do, that the
changes in Africa are taking place too rapidiy. Even
if this were true, the peoples of Africa have reached
the point where they are determined to run their own
!ive-s. They would rather manage their own affairs, even
If at the moment they are unable to do this as satis
factorily as they would wish. They want to be free
free to live their own lives in their own way-free to
make their own mistakes. The only way to prevent
them achieving their desire is to try to hold them down
by the use of massive force, as the Portuguese in
Angola and Mozambique and the white government of
South Africa are attempting. to do. Both attempts are
doomed inevitably to end in failure, even if for the
mo~ent they seem to have succeeded. The longer they
persIst the greater are the chances that they will end
in widespread violence and bloodshed. In any case they
are both anomalies in a continent in which the age of
colonialism has ended for ever.

. This means th~t, as ~o often has happened in church
~IStOry, t~e churche~ In .Africa find themselves today
In an entIrely new SItuatIon which may easily require
both from the churches in Africa and overseas an entire
l'ethinki.ng of c~urch policy and strategy throughout
the AfrICa? contInen~. And the churches in Africa may
well find It more dIfficult than they imagine, because
the missionary enterprise in Africa has been more
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closely bound up with colonialism than is frequently
realised. Colonialism has for the most part been
accepted by ~he ~hurc~es. as p~rt of the enduring frame
work of socIal lIfe wIthIn whIch they had to live and
w?r~. This was by no means true of all clergy and
mInIsters, but on the whole the churches in Africa have
been more deeply influenced by the ethics of colonialism
than many yet recognise. For example, one of the most
prominent expressions of colonialism in Africa has
been the paternalistic attitude of colonialists towards the
indigenous peoples of the continent. This same spirit
has also been reflected frequently in the attitude to
wards Africans of many white men and women
clerical and lay, who came to work in the churches i~
Africa. To say this is not to condemn them, because
churches in every age and in all continents have always
been deeply influenced by the social attitudes of the
communities in which they work. But the fact that the
colonial era has now ended in Africa means that such
a paternalistic attitude on the part of churchmen can
no longer be justified, even if it ever could which is
very questionable. '

SECONDLY, the coming of independence in country after
country has meant that the aspirations which Pan
Africanists have cherished for more than a hundred
years can now become rooted in the soil of Africa itself
African governments and political organisations alik~
are deeply committed to the struggle to acquire human
dignity for the black raGe and to secure the respect of
other races for black people. For centuries Africans
have been the bottom dog, subservient and submissive
to white men. All this is now at an end, because all
through the African continent African political leaders
are pledged ~o the task of regenerating black people
as human beIngs. Few features of contemporary Africa
?ught ~o be more ~eriously considered by the churches
In A~rIca than AfrIcan nationalism. Everywhere it is a
powerful force with which the churches will have to
reckon. It is therefore- urgently necessary that church
men in Africa should give serious attention to the
ho~es a~d fears, the dreams and the· plans of African
natIonahs~s. Inq~ed there are few t~sks confronting the
churches In AfrIca that are more Important than this
one, for black and white African churchmen alike. Just
as the churches in Africa once had to live and work
within the framework of colonialism, they will have to
learn for the foreseeable future to do so within the
setting of African nationalism. This does not imply
that the churches should blindly accept every feature
of African nationalism or endorse every plan and
policy of African nationalists. The chances are that
from time to time the churches will have to criticise·
this or that proposal. But such criticism will be largely
irrelevant unless church members have made the effort
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to know African nationalism from within. Only in this
way will their observations carry weight for then they
will arise out of a sympathetic understanding of the
aspirations of African leaders. The churches in Africa
need to take African nationalism seriously so that
they may have a responsible attitude towards the most
powerful force in Africa at the present time.

Th,e demands that the ending of colonialism and the
rise of African nationalism are making upon the
churches are such that they cannot be met by the
churches simply in words. As the years pass it is
becoming increasingly clear that words, even Christian
words, in themselves have less and less meaning for
Africans unless they are translated into deeds. Africans
are watching the members of the Christian churches,
both black and white, very closely to see if their
actions match their words. Unfortunately sometimes
their actions speak so loudly that Africans are unable
to hear their words. It sometimes seems as if the
survival of the churches in Africa may depend to a
large extent upon the readiness of Christians to become
involved in the life-situations in which they find them
selves, and on the degree to which they are willing to
be identified with the efforts of those who are striving
so zealously to shape the destiny of the new Africa.

AMONG THE MANY WAYS in which churchm·en ought to
be involved in contemporary life in Africa, few are
more important than participating in the rapid urbani
sation that is now taking place in so many parts of the
continent. To many Africans the town is becoming the
symbol of political, social, cultural, and moral emanci
pation. It is in the urban areas that words like
nationalism, freedom, progress, are taking on a new
meaning and an added power. Yet this is never the
whole story of the meaning of urban life for Africans.
So often the town also means demoralising social
conditions, uprootedness, human misery, new social
tensiops and injustice, impersonal economic forces,
indiscriminate materialism. Surely the members of the
churches in Africa ought to be trying to discern the
bearing of their religion in the search that is now going
on for new social institutions and new patterns of
human relationships.

This phenomenal growth in urbanisation is being
accompanied by rapid economic development and
industrialisation in many parts of Africa. So far most
churchmen in Africa have done too little either to help
Africans understand their status, role, and function in
an industrial society, or to play a very significant part
in the building up of strong and effective trade unions
which are essential for the workers in any industrial
community. Yet here, if anywhere, is a place where
Christians need to act as well as to speak. Admittedly
this is only one· illustration of the many ways in which
the churches, if they will, can serve the new Africa.
Changing Africa means that a good deal of the former
attitude and ways of working of churchmen in Africa
has now become outmoded and obsolete. Changing
Africa is confronting the churches. with many new and
searching demands. But this is not all. Perhaps more
than anywhere else in the contemporary world, changing
Africa offers churchmen, both black and white, many
new opportunities for exciting service. •
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Defending
the Indefensible - 11
The role of the
High Commission Territories

PETER ·WARREN

IN AN ARTICLE THAT appeared in The New African of
8th June we showed that the present South African
Government is preparing for a civil war. Their appre
ciation is that it will take the form of sabotage in the
industrial areas and towns, local unrest in the form of
strikes and general antipathy, and most important of
all roving guerilla forces attacking isolated towns and
villages. We agree with this estimate.

If we look at similar revolutions in colonial territories,
for example in Indo-China, Algeria, Angola, Cyprus
and Malaya we find that the Freedom Armies were
invariably supported from outside sources, Communist
China, Tunisia, Congo, Greece, and Communist China
again. It would appear fairly certain that African
countries will do the same for anti-government forces in
South Africa. In view of their present attitude to the
Republican Government countries like Ghana, Nigeria,
Algeria, Egypt, and Tanganyika (probably also North
ern Rhodesia and Nyasaland) will give assistance to
those groups fighting in South Africa. In virtually all
past instances this assistance has been in the form of
money, supplies, and trained men and came overland
across a common border.

South Africa has a long coast line, and long borders,
mainly with the protectorates Bechuanaland and
Basutoland. It is highly likely that independent govern
ments in these territories will assist the Freedom
struggle in South Africa; above all because of the
indignities suffered by their own populations in South
Africa and because of a common cause as Africans.

As these countries are still under British control and
are likely to remain so for the next five years the
questions we must examine are: What will Britain's
attitude be to the use of any of the Protectorates as a
route for arms, ammunition, and men, and secondly
as a base from which operations may be mounted?

While it is quite possible that under a Labour
Government British actions may be far more tolerant
of African Nationalism in the South, they have not in
the past shown themselves much less self-interested than
the present Conservative Government. The main reason
is probably that in the British House of Commons there
is a very powerful lobby acting in the interests of the
British foreign investment in Africa. Britain has almost
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