
IT SHOULD BE stated that to a "Non-White" it appears
that there are some general presuppositions that under
lie much of the history that is being written and taught
in South Africa. These postulates are not based on
fact and are therefore unscientific. They include the
following:

"1. It was God's will that the white man should come
to South Africa.

2. The indigenous peoples were and are incapable
of developing a civilisation of their own.

3. Without the arrival of the white man South Africa
would still have been in a state of savagery and
barbarism.

4. The white man saved the blacks from eliminating
one another.

5. It is God's will that the white man should govern
the non-whites ..."1

Although some "non-whites" have already written
about South African history. the need for trained
historians amongst their ranks remains. That some
universities are at last realising this problem can be
gauged from an article of Dr. Davenport, Senior lecturer
in History at the University of Cape Town. He con
cludes his article entitled "How honest is our history?"
by stating that a liberal historical tradition can only
triumph in South Africa when, amongst other things,
representative "non-whites" have been trained as
historians and their writings are carefully studied and
digested.8

It is to be regretted that "non-white" students are
not able to enter universities of their choice, but are
virtually kraaled off into separate tribal colleges. One
fears-and there have been signs already to vindicate
this-that the inculcation of broad, universally accepted
scientific and humanistic values with regard to history
and other disciplines will be considerably hampered
at institutions whose raison d'etre is exclusiveness, in
sularity, and whose lecturers are eXQ.ected to subscribe
to a particular separatist ideology.9

As has been indicated here and in a previous article
in The New African, there are quite a number of
dangers attending the writing and teaching of history
in South Africa. And one is particularly perturbed at
the state of our school history textbooks. I seem to
think that these dangers can be eliminated once we
look at South African history not from the standpoint
of members of a particular group,1° but from the
standpoint of the group to which we all belong viz.
mankind.

The study of the past of mankind cannot be scien
tific if all its members are not regarded as equal in
human dignity. •

1 D. Upton: "The Teaching of History" (IV), The Educational
Journal, March 1961, p. 7.

8 Dr. T. R. H. Davenport: "How Honest is our History?"
Forum, Jan., 1962. p. 10.

9 Witness the spate of dismissals when Fort Hare was taken
over by the state.

10 See T. R. H. Davenport, op. cit., p 9. Also: J. S. Marais,
''The Study of History", p. 15 (Inaugural lecture, University
of the Witwatersrand, 12th September, 1945); F. A. van
Jaarsveld: "Du en Nuwe Wee in die Suid-Ajrikaanse
Geskiedskrywing"-Intreerede, University of South Mrica,
23 March 1961.
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e Rushed in to help the Swaziland Government cope
with the spreading strike of Africans, the advance
party landed in two Royal Rhodesian Air Force
Dakotas in gathering dusk and in deteriorating
weather conditions. Today the airlift will continue
bringing in the rest of the battalion-mortars,
vehicles, drums and bugle band, film unit, Press
officers ... -Cape Times.

e Nadine Gordimer, Occasion for Loving. With this,
her third novel and her best to date, Nadine
Gordimer steps boldly into the taboo territory of
miscegenation ... For a novelist to do this in the
land of apartheid is an act of c.ourage.-Advertise
ment in The New Yorker. [R.F.]

e South Africans have developed into an idle nation
addicted to non-white labour and unable to do their
own work, says the Society for European Labour
Independence ... The chairman of the society, Mr.
Tom Langley, said that about 500 families in
Pretoria has freed themselves from dependence on
Bantu servants. Aside from the solid economic
advantages of servantless homes, members of the
society felt morally uplifted by their new way of life.
-South African Digest

e Would you like to look even 20 years younger with
original make-up specially designed for you in
cluding wigs, artificial eyebrows, eyelashes or
moustache and beards. Undetected at 24 ins.
Complete disguises designed. Please write for ap
pointment.-Rand Daily Mail

e Hardworking men required as tray boys to sell
foodstuffs.-African notices., Rand Daily Mail.

e Jerry is waiting to serve you, Mr. & Mrs. Non
European, behind your own counter at the
Parkmore Bottle Store.-Post, Johannesburg.

e All this~ makes us, the more earnest and fervent
in our hopes and prayers, that Addis Ababa con
ference will usher in a new error in Africa. An error
of harmony and co-operation between independent
African States, and their respective people. It will
usher in an error of the end of bickering between
independent African States.-Malawi News.
[D.P.]
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