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AFRICAN was criticised from many- sides ,after the
appearance in our December 1962 issue of an article called
"Approach to African Socialism" by Mr. Joe Molefi.
Capitalists, democratic socialists, Marxists and even some of
those who believe in the convergence of all t~ese in Africa,·poured
scorn on Mr. Molefi and The New African.
.
Repeated requests to our critics to express their arguments in
writing in these pages bore no fruit, though some agreed to do so.
After six months, no reply to the December .article has reached us.
Mr. Molefi has, however, been taken seriously by the editors
of Africa Report (Washington, D.C-.). In their current special issue
on African socialism Mr. Molefi's article is quoted in -a "selection
of representative comments by African spokesmen on the nature
and preoccupations of African socialism." Indeed, Mr. Molefi's
comment is the sole quotation from a South African spokesman
among the forty-five in the publication as a whole.
These facts are not stated here as a justification for our having
printed Mr. Molefi's article, nor as evidence of its merit.
We regret as deeply as Mr. Molefi's critics must do that South
African writers were found to have said nothing worth quoting
in this subject, since many of us believe that, even under the
present regime, South Africans can give ideas and skills _to the
free African states, and not merely take aid from them.
We regret also that, in the reading list on African socialism
recommended by Africa Report, only one South African writer
appears, and that writer, Mr. Colin Legum, is an exile.
Again, to our shame, in a list. of eight "periodicals which
regularly carry discussions on African socialism" neither The New
African nor any other South African journal appears.
What can we do but appeal to South African writers, whether
economists, politicians, of the left or right, provided that they
accept the certainty that revolutionary change in South Africa will
be accompanied by a demand for some form of socialism-, to work
hard at the formulation of theories of African socialism suited
to the complex population and high degree of industrial development of our part of Africa?
'_
We make this general appeal here, as we are making it to
individuals, and ,we offer space for discussions 'l:nd series ·01J. South
African ,socialism in the expanded 24-page New African, of which
this 13 July issue is the first to appear.
_
In our current issue, Messrs Green, Schleimann and Alexandre
examine economic theories and· developments in Africa -from a
Western standpoint and we -welcome them and commend them
to our readers. What we wish to see succeed them, are similar
expositions relating to South· Africa from both an African and a
universal standpoint.
THE . NEW

Three Western writers comment on the
African forms of three concepts like-Iy to help crystallise
·the continent's political and economic ideas in the sixties

An American View

1

Neo-Colonialism
the Enemy
REGINALD

HERBOLD

GREEN

THE YEAR 1963 may be rather early to talk of neocolonialism in Southern Africa. From the Zambezi
southward (with Angola as a northern salient) the
attainment of the political kingdom is still the only
immediately relevant objective. From the Zambezi to
the Mahgreb, however, the focus shifts and economiccultural-technical nationhood to maintain and broaden
political independence becomes central.
Oddly enough, the Republic affords a theoretical
model of the "perfect" neo-colonial "state" in Dr.
Verwoerd's Bantustans. The Transkei is described as
"independent" complete with national. flag and anthem
as well as a "parliament and cabinet of ministers based
on the principles of western democracy" (a revealing
verbal bow to the fact that return to pre-European
tribal institutions. is not desired). Yet self-evidently the
government which created it (and proposes creation of
seven similar states plus conversion of the High Commission Territories to the same pattern) had and has
no intention of creating or allowing to be created any
truly inq.ependent African state within the territory now
under its control. Charges of "fraud" and queries of
.the economic potential of the Transkei as a separate
entity-true enough in themselves-rather miss a
central point: "separate development" in its current
"independent Bantustan" stage has become the archtype
of Neo-colonialism combined with certain residual
elements of structural colonialism.
As such it illustrates all of the major challenges to
the national self determination and viability of newly
independent nations in an exaggerated form:
1. Control over internal politics is to be maintained
by three means-selection explicity or tacitly of the
first legislature, subsequent offers of assistance for
"good" conduct, and threats of coercion for "bad". The
continued appointment of chiefs and the formal reservation of the power to tax or to administer justice
HER B 0 L D G R E EN,
Assistant
Professor of Economics at Yale University, will
be returning to Africa this year as Visiting Lecturer
at the University of Ghana.
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-could be reduced to tacit coercion plus extraterritoriality
and treaty restrictions on taxation without affecting the
basic principle. "
·France's attempt to use Partis d'Administration the
Communite, and the brutal carrying out of its threat
to cut off any "non" voters vis a vis Guinea are
instructive parallels. The collapse of the Partis, the
evaporation of the Communite, and the tacit acceptance
of radical socialism in Mali combined with a tentative
accord with Guinea are also instructive.
. 2. In!ernational align~ent-assuming some form. of
I~ternatIo~al representatIon is allowed (the idea of
eIght captIve UN votes must be an intriguing one!)would be "influenced" along the same lines. Carrots
and sticks ~ight be 'more effective in that many issues
would less dIrectly affect the Bantustans than the South
African displeasure at a "wrong" position.
L'Union Africain et Malagasy's notable support of
the ~rench position on issues in which the outcome
was .important to F~an~e and the UAM's potential role
cruCIal, e.g., AlgerIa In the- UN, support for Patrice
Lumumba-is a forceful illustration of what can be
. done~ Whether the Addis Ababa Conference leads to
a heritage of discord or growing unity depends in part
on .w~ether the 1961 Nk~ah-Toure judgment that a
majOrIty of the MonrovIa powers were not truly independent, so far as foreign policy went, is valid today.
3..E~onomic dependence is a basic key' to neocolonIalIsm whether the dependence is an aid (the R35
million odd tacitly promised for Transkei infrastructure), on markets (in this case for migrant labour), or
on foreign investment (white capital in or near the
Ba~tustans). T.he trick is to provide enough benefits to
satIs~y the rulIng gr~up (prefer~bly for this purpose a
relatIvely small oligarchy) WIthout allowing much
progress toward true national viability-not that the
Transkei with its population, resources, and current
income levels could be expected to make much progress
toward independent viability.
The "Zone Franc", the breakup of the French
colonial federations, the 'Brussels Financial Roundtable-all indicate how markets and subsidies, tax and
debt agreements, and the creation of states too sma:I!
(e.g. Gabon), too poor (e.g. Niger), or both (e.g. Togo)
to becom~ ~a!ion~l economies, can cripple or negate
apparent polItIcal Independence.
4. Technical domination by maintenance of a monopoly on research, university education, and higher
administrative-ordinative skills is-with economic
dependence-the· 'heart of long term neo-colonialism's
power to direct domestic and foreign policy. The
"Tribal Colleges" are not designed to expand knowledge
nor to create national leaders or even national-level
administrators.
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The Congo has demonstrated that-no matter how
many technicians, clerks, and lower level teachers are
,available-a modem nation cannot be run without
nationally-oriented, high-level scientific, economic, and
administrative manpower. That the Bantustans
(especially the Transkei) have such manpower is a
"mistake" the Govemme·nt presumably hopes "Bantu
Education" will cure in the long run and non-cooperation of independent-minded, educated men in what
is at best neo-colonialism, in the short.
E. S. Munger is right that "independent" Bantustans
represent a shift in policy but surely not in the "realisation" he attributes to Dr. Verwoerd: "simply that
3,000,000 white people could not perpetually rule over
12,000,000 African, Coloured, and Indian people." They
represent quite the reverse-an attempt to perpetuate
apartheid in the "white" cities and platteland whileand by-ereating less self-evidently and less obnoxiously but equally effectively Pretoria ruled (neo-colonial)
units as "independent Bantu homelands."
ANALYSIS OF THE Transkei in terms of neo-colonialism
may .prove quite irrelevant to its development; the
experune·nt may never "progress" beyond direct colonial
control or be swept away in a rising tide of violence.
What it does illustrate is those elenlents of dependence
~hich remain-to a greater or less degree-after
I~dependence and wh~se .elimination is, quite correctly,
vIewed as a central, pnorIty item not only by transforming "radicals" such as Toure or Nyerere but also by
reformhig "moderate" national leaders such as Senghor
or Azikiwe.
.
Mamadou Dia's warning is painfully clear in this
context:

It would be a mental error for the nations of the Tiers
Monde . . . to believe they had achieved the end of their
struggle when Independence was proclaimed ... sovereignity
is an illusion in this world unles·s it is justified technically
and economically.

So is the raison d'etre for achieving national control
over the territorial economy expressed early this year
by ZAPU Executive Member Joseph Msika:

. The association of the earthenware pot and the iron pot
contrary to nature. Based on unequal strength, it causes
trouble, engenders weakness.
IS

Neo-colonialism imposes very real limitations on the
nati.onal and intern~tional policies of independent
AfrIcan states. That It may be unintentional (as with
some progra~s for en~o~raging. th~ use of European
language~), dIrected to lImIted ObjectIves (as with purely
commerCIal attempts to protect export-economy-tied
profits), or confused with ineptness (when a foreign
contractor's defective work collapsed in West Africa
last year he. was charged \yith "neo-colonialism") does
not lessen eIther the emotIonal feeling or the rational
conviction that full independence and national determi~ation of na.tional. socio-economic policy require
major changes In AfrIcan national capacities and in
both world and African political and economic patterns.
INTER~~~IONA~LY~AND, ~o the extent they provide new
capa~IhtIes VIa IntematI?nal transfers or reorganise
eXl~tlng ones more effe~tIvely, nationally-two of the

ma)or aven.ues for .effectIng these changes are diversificatIon of InternatIonal contacts and Pan-Africanism.
The greater the number of separate entities (national
?r .corpora~e). with which a small state deals the greater
IS Its bargaInIng power with each and the less the degree
?f. depe~dence on anyone; the greater the degree of
JOInt actIon by a nu~ber of relatively weak states, the
~o!e near~y any. one has the bargaining power of all
ID Its dealIngs WIth outsiders.
UN voting group solidarity gives African states
considerably more influence on colonial issues than
they could exert individually-witness their inability
to act effect~vely on Algeria and some aspects of UNCongo relatIons. Economic functionalism in regard to
development programme co-ordination and tax policy

17 August 1963

We are bitterly opposed to foreign vested interests controlling the economic structure ... we would have achieved
an end of political domination and received economic
domination instead.

As also is Sekou Toure's warning on the limited
freedom of choice open to an economically non-viable
state;
A society incapable of carrying out its own economic
development. has no way of achieving its $ocial development
. . . It is clear that political independence which does not
result in total economic liberation is a snare.

Neo-colonialism-as it is opposed by the Tiers
Monde-is a state of economic and technical de.pendence resulting in a position of international inequality,
political subordination, and a sense of socio-cultural
inadequacy; and a group of policies by the "West"
(including the USSR and the Bloc) which tend to
perpetuate, this state-usually to the advantage of the
governments or private bodies pursuing them. In this
context, relations between Tiers Monde and the
technically-economically more powerful nations and
their citizens become subject to President Senghor's
dictum:
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Harry Jaguar
GHANA-benevolent but dictatorship

Mary Senson
SOUTH AFRICA-apartheid and the UN

REVIEWS by Jariretundu
Kozonguizi and R. Kunene
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would alleviate the problem of would-be investors'
playing off one state against another. Equally, such
a unit would be able to organise continental or regional
resources of power, raw materials, capital, and human
skills toward more rapid and more rational growth. A
federal union-a la the Nkrumah proposals for the
Addis Conference-would, especially to the extent it
resulted in a single international voice, further increase
equality in external relationships.
Pan-Africanism, in this sense, has from the Mahgreb
to the Zambezi become a means to building greater
African sovereignty and controlling neo-colonialism.

South of the Zambezi attaining national political independence remains as a precondition for such a
development as It formerly was in other parts of the
continent. PAFMECSA, for example., was founded as
PAFMECA with more of its territories independent.
Today liberation efforts are concentrated on Zimbabwe
(ZAPU), Mozambique (FRELIMO), and the Republic
while for the central Ke.nya-Uganda-Tanganyika unit
(and perhaps Zambia, Zanzibar, Malawi, and Mauritius) the expansion of certain common services into an
economic and political union is now of central
concern.
e

2

nevertheless one important point that needs further
clarification, particularly in the minds of people outside
Africa, and that is the question of the African image
of Socialism, for Africans not only want Socialism.
They want African Socialism.
By inviting some 60 non-African personalities to
attend the Dakar Colloquium the organisers-the Senegalese government and the Congres M6diterraneen de
la Culture-made a major contribution to that process
of clarification.

A Scandinavian Report

Socialism
the Ideal
JORGEN

SCHLEIMANN

first was the confessional character
of the interventions by many of the African participants
in the recent Dakar "Colloquium on Politics of Development and Different African Ways to Socialism."
Whether they came from .Senegal itself, from Niger
or the Congo, from Tunisia, Tchad or Guinea, from
Mali, Nigeria or the Malagasy Republic, the African
orators confessed their common belief in Socialism as
the road for Africa to follow.
In fact the Dakar Colloquium was but another
occasion to ascertain what so many observers of the
African political.scene have reported for long that the
most representative African leaders to-day are people
who consider themselves socialists, who tell you so with
proudness and deep conviction, and who are strongly
committed to the socialist course they have made for
the,ir peoples.
This is a significant political and psychological fact
for the rest of the world to consider. Posing no problems
of acceptance to a Scandinavian, himself a born
socialist, it may well do so to many other people in
this world. It is not in all quarters that the word
socialist carries a notion of honour, and yet the world
had better get adjusted to the fact that Africa wants
to be socialist, that post-colonial Africa is socialist by
her own will and by the best of her pre-colonial
traditions.
If this is clear and acceptable as a fact, there remains
WHAT STRUCK ME

heads the Congress
for Cultural Freedom office in Denmark. An
abbreviated version of this article is appearing in
The Journal of Modern African Studies, Vol. I No.
2. (Cambridge Un~versity Press).
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WHAT IS AFRICAN SOCIALISM, THEN? In the words of
the distinguished host of the Colloquium, Preside·nt
Leopold Sedar Senghor: "Socialism, for us, is nothing
but the rational organisation of the human society
considered in its totality, according to the most
scientific, the most modern and the most efficient
methods." But the Sen'egalese president later in his
speech of welcome to the conference participants also
made this significant addition to his definition of
African Socialism: "Socialism is, more than the use
of the most efficient techniques, the sense of community
which is a return to Africanness (Africanitej."
Some people apparently feel that this definition is
too vague, some even suggest that it is evasive. I
disagree with both of these views.
To my mind it does not weaken a definition of
African Socialism that it suits the Africans at large,
as could be seen in Dakar by the fact that the first
speaker to endorse the statement of President Se·nghor
was the Nigerian delegate~ Professor S. O. Biobaku,
vice-chancellor of the University of Ife, who said with
particular reference to the Nigerian Six Year National
Plan:
.

"Is this Socialism? Maybe not according to Marx
and Engels-but we agree with President Senghor that we
must evolve our own Socialism or better still make an
African contribution distinct and impressive to the general
concept. We hold that we need not be bound by any
theory or practice designed for other peoples in different
circumstances-nor import such concepts blindly. What we
need to do is to evolve a way of living and community
development best suited to our environment-we believe
that every Mrican State is entitled to do this. Indeed
President Senghor's definition of Socialism as a sense of
community appeals to us greatly. He adds that this is a
return to Africanism; we would rather say this is the essence
of Africanism which must be preserved at all costs in our
endeavours to modernise."

In the eyes of the non-African world the distance
between a Senegal republic officially proclaimed
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socialist and a Nigerian Federation often labelled conservative may see,m great but measured in terms of
African realities the distance may be considerably
shorter. In fact nobody in the audience seemed to be
shocked or even surprised by Dr. Biobaku professing
African Socialism on behalf of an official Nigerian
delegation.
LISTENING To THE SPEECHES IN the hemicycle of the
Senegalese National Assembly-only one week later to
be·come the stage of Premier Mamadou Dia's abortive
coup d'etat-I could not help agreeing with Pierre
Kanoute who wrote in an important pre-conference
essay:. "The question is not to adapt Socialism to
Africa. It is to modernise the traditional collectivism."
(The Dakar weekly Afrique Nouvelle, No. 799).
Pierre Kanoute has the merit in this essay of pointing
to fundamental differences in origin and purpose
between European and African Socialism.
European Socialism was primarily a movement of
protest and indignation, a reaction against the abuses
of an unbridled capitalism. European Socialism is linked
historically to the birth of modem industrialised society
and philosophically to traditional West European
individualist thinking.
The situation was and still is totally different in
Africa. As Pierre Kanoute describes it:

"The African world is a world in permanent process of
socialisation, ,and the Black Man is a socialised being; as an
African teacher said one day: 'We are born socialised.'
African Socialism is not a reaction against anybody or
anything. It is not a matter of practising a class struggle,
since society is not characterised by the existence of anta ~
gonistic classes. The problem is to avoid the establishment of
a strongly class-divided society that will sooner or later
engender such a struggle. The question is not in our countries to prolong Proud'hon, lanres or Marx. It is to return
to the sources. African Socialism is a reality which has
suffered for a certain time the shock of colonisation, and
which it is now necessary to rethink in the cont~xt. ~f
evolution, because scared by the spectacle of Westerp. IndIVIdualism we prefer to correct the ab~se~ of ?ur s.tate of
socialisation' and guard the communltanan dlUlenslons of
our civilisation. The expression 'African Socialism' is the
expression of a reality old as Africa itself."
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Certainly the unanimity, the pragmatic approach, the
positive spirit, the confessional touch, all of these
characteristics of African Socialism are better understood, when one gets acquainted with the common base
of African development which is that of a traditional
society built on collective ownership and collective
exploitation trying to raise itself from village level to
the level/of the nation~
THE DAKAR COLLOQUIUM' OFFERED little of a discussion
between its African participants. Their interventions
were statements of faith in economic planning and·
-for the greater part of them-of their faith in African
Socialism, too. Or they were accounts, interesting and
challenging, of an experience that showed. a singular
degree of similarity. In both cases parallelism was the,
dominant feature, and not diversity.
Yet, these African contributions were in their
uniformity nevertheless, more in keeping with the
subject of the debate than those interventions by nonAfrican participants relating different examples of
'Socialism outside Africa; for it is higWy questionable,
in my view, how relevant the Yugoslav, the Czech, the
Israeli or the Scandinavian ways to Socialism really
are to African socialists, and the same thing goes for
French, British, Italian or West German thinking on
that same subject.
Indeed, the Colloquium confirmed once more the
decisive fact that African socialists are in search of
modern techniques of development but in no circum'stances in search of an ideology. This may be of some
comfort to those people still haunted by the mental
picture of an emerging Africa having to choose between
Capitalism and Communism.
In a constructive debate like the one of the Dakar
conference and faced with African realities the much
publicised differences between revolutionary Africa and
reformist Africa seemed reduced to differences of
temperament coupled with different road conditions
along the common path to African Socialism.
In fact the Guinean delegate-ambassador Namamodou Diakite-was perhaps the one who spoke with
greatest frankness and an impressive sincerity about
hardships encountered and errors committed in the
national development.. and the strongest criticism
against capitalism and neo-colonialism was probably the
one voiced by the Congolese trade unionist A. Kithima,
evoking the scandalous example of Katangese secession,
And was it not the most convincing illustration to
President Senghor's words that "our own African
Socialism will be elaborated not only in independe.nce
but in the autonomy of our thought", when the most
radical participant to the conference, the Mali chief
delegate, Dr. Seydou Badian Kouyate, declared:

"For us other Africans, the socialist option conforms to
·our real structures . . . but it must be understood that this
socialist option can in no way be inconsistent with religious
faith. Our faith in socialism translates our aspirations
towards a community, the pillars of which will be justice,
fraternity and mutual help. If we think that the development isa total development (epanouissement), then there
can be no question of our amputating a humanised world.
To sum up, we can say that the socialist way that we have
chosen rests on these two fundamentals: socialism built
by a movement led by elements not essentially proletarian;
and socialism recognising spirituality as part of man." •
105

A French Assessment

3

Marxismthe Unknown Quantity
PIERRE

ALEXAN DRE·

to study the influence of marxism
in Africa, the former French colonies are a fertile field.
Marxist influence in colonial territories was generally
in direct proportion to its importance in the home
country of the colonisers themselves. And marxian
thought, in its philosophical as well as its political and
economic aspects, plays a more important part in
contemporary France than in any other European
power with African colonial responsibilities, past or
present.
An obvious example is the attitude of the French
Communist party during the crucial years after the
Second World War-1945 to 1948-and to a lesser
degree in the following decade. Through its Groupes
d'Etudes Communistes (GEe), created and animated by
European officials, mostly from the Education service, 1
it succeeded in shaping both the structure and the
methods of the Rassemblement Democratique Africain
(RDA), which became the pioneering force in the
emancipation of French African colonies. When the
RDA broke away from the Communist party in 1951,
marxist influence (chiefly communist) continued to be
relayed in French Africa through the left-wing trade
unions organised by the communist-dominated trade
union federation (CGT), and also through propaganda
aimed at the. African students in France.
This kind of influence is. primarily of a political
nature and likely to be far less in evidence in countries
where the communist party had either no influence
(Britain, Belgium) or is clandestine (Spain, Portugal).
However, communism and marxisnl are not absolute
synonyms: there are heretical communists, as well as
non-communist or anti-communist marxists. On this
count France is in a special position. First, marxism
permeates the thought and doctrine of almost all the
non-communist left, including part of the socialist party,
which held prominent posts in most of the Cabinets up
to 1958. Then, a knowledge of marxism is a necessity
for all French intellectuals. Anybody in France who
TO ANYONE WISHING

PIE R REA LEX AND R E is the chief Africa
correspondent for Le Figaro. The paper from
which these extracts have been selected originally
appeared in Survey, a journal of Soviet and East
European Studies. It appears hi Polycentrism a
collection of essays, published by Praeger, New
York, to whom we are grateful for permission to
reprint.
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wants to study law, economics, history, or philosophy,
just cannot afford to ignore Marx and the marxist
thinkers. Even the curriculum of secondary education
includes an introduction to philosophy which would
not be complete without a section on historical
materialism.
Finally, it must be remembered that, up to 1958,
the political leaders of the Overseas Territories (the
Territories d'Outre Mer of the 1946 Constitution) were
quite intimately mixed up with French politics, where
marxism is an important and living factor. This, of
course, had no parallel in British colonies and even less
in Belgian, Portuguese, and Spanish territories. One
result is that French-speaking African politicians tend
to consider marxism, and especially communism, more
in terms of internal politics than in terms of foreign
relations. Marxism is thus more integrated (hostilely
or sympathetically) in the political life of the Frenchspeaking than in that of the English-speaking states.
The direct influence of the socialist countries-the
USSR and satellites, China, Yugoslavia, and even nonmarxist Israel-is felt all over Africa through scholarships, technical assistance, etc. It seems strongest in
Guinea and Mali, especially in the former, where an
Africanisation of marxism appears to be in progress.
WHEN SPEAKING OF MARXIST influence it may be useful
to define what exactly is meant by 'marxism.' In the
strict sense, the word ought to relate to dialectical
materialism as expounded by Karl Marx a hundred
years ago, with or without the later developments and
interpretations of his more or less faithful disciples:
essentially a philosophy, an explanation of the world
from which derive a number of the_~ries, political as
well as ethical or economic. This is the meaning retained throughout this paper.
Nevertheless it must be stated that in its current
usage this is only one of many accepted meanings.
'Marxism' has become the nucleus of a kind of semantic
constellation whose extreme points can be ranged
approxi91ately as follows: (a) dialectical materialism;
(b) communist orthodoxy; (c) diplomatic sympathy with
USSR or hostility towards Western bloc; (d) nonconformism in politics and/ or social revendications;
(e) single-party system with socialist trend in economics.
It is evident that c and d may well have no direct
relationship with a, yet the mere fact of their being
disparagingly embraced under the same names as a
and b (considered as synonyms) is not without some
psychological consequences. The communists themselves
play up this confusion between 'marxism' and 'communism' just as some Roman Catholics do with the
confusion between 'Christian' and 'Catholic.' The
extensive and abusive use of these terms results, by a
natural reaction, in a new kind of marxists, or communist, propaganda. if only because of the interest in
marxism it generates among the people who are
accused of drawing their inspiration from it. It is
widespread enough to explain why, in several states,
the opposition is already more or less overtly sporting
a so-called 'marxist' label, even when knowing little
or nothing of marxian ideology.
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Marxist influence is spread chiefly through the
channel of European languages. In their present state
of evolution most Negro-African languages are not
sufficiently developed to permit an accurate and efficient
translation of Das Kapital or any other important doctrinal work. The social context in Africa today remains
too 4ifferent from that of nineteenth-century Europe
to allow an exact transposition of terminology and
notions, and even in those urbanised areas where the
social contexts differ less, the poly-ethnic~l and economic ascendancy still give French and English a socially
and intellectually dominant position vis-a-vis the
vernacular.
It might then be expected that marxist influence
would be small among the uneducated masses, deprived
of the knowledge of any European language; more
important among the traditional elite, who have had
some sort of education in the use of French or English;
and maximal in the new intelligentsia who have
benefited from a full-scale European education.
The reality is somewhat different: the pattern
referred to is more or less true as far as a theoretical
knowledge of marxism is concerned, but not as regards
its practical influence on the general public. In the
former French territories, at least, this practical influence is high among the traditional elite, to which
a majority of the politicians and leaders belong. Most
of them are either self-taught or have had elementary
instruction in marxist theory in some 'school for cadres'
on either side of the Iron Curtain. They understand
the efficient use of agitation and propaganda, of mass
organisation, parallel hierarchies and so forth. They
may be scarcely aware of most of Marx's basic assumptions, and many even view some of them with hostility,
but when it comes to action among, by, and for the
masses, they do work efficiently along marxian lines.
The up-and-coming university-trained generation
often seem rather out of touch with the masses and
sometimes more or less divorced from the elite in
power, which they criticise on theoretical and ideological grounds. While many of them can discuss
competently the finest shades of marxian and postmarxian thought, it is doubtful whether they will
succeed in adapting it to the actual problems of African
development.
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The lack of homogeneity in contemporary Africa is
again underscored if one tries to place the new African
states within the marxian model of history. Leaving
aside the question of the validity of Sekou Toure's
Guinean socialism, the situation might be described
as the coexistence of bourgeois states, some of them
reformist, with feudal, slave-holding, and patriarchal
survivals. In the economic field the same heterogeneity
is in evidence, ranging from predatory hunting economies to a few cases of state capitalism. The theoretical
problems arising from this situation are not easy to
solve in marxian terms, and this may be why the best
trained African marxists are often the most reluctant
in their approach to these questions. A possible answer
would be to consider the colonial and post-colonial
situation in Africa as an original, mixed one, in which
none of the classical phases exists in its pure state
because of the' constant interplay between societies at
different stages, still further complicated by the evolutionary short-cuts resulting from colonial intervention.
This would of course completely upset the classical
pattern of class relations and therefore the revolutionary
process in Africa; which is exactly the conclusion
reached by President Sekou Toure.
make itself felt with
some degree of intensity only when the pre-colonial
social structures were already in various stages of disintegration, and it has been and is particularly active
in those areas where the disintegration of the former
systems has gone farthest. Marxism in Africa has
probably never been confronted with traditional systems
in good working order; it has only met with their
vestigial elements. The question is, how do these
harmonise or contrast with dialectical materialism?
In answering this question one must avoid the'
temptation to give too much importance to superficial
resemblances between particular traits of African
culture and individual traits of marxian philosophy. This
confusion, or self-delusion, has for some years been
rife among the African intelligentsia in France. It stems
partly from fashion, and partly from an insufficient
knowledge of both Marxism and African ethnology.
Starting from a correct assumption, i.e. the collective .
character of most pre-colonial modes of production,
they end up with a so-called traditional African socialism which they try to link to a kind of proto-marxist
philosophy founded on a more or less biased
reconstruction of some aspects of traditional cosmologies.
All the same, there are some points of resemblance,
not so much between classical marxism and traditional
cosmologies as between the modem .African interpretation of the remnants of such cosmologies and marxism
as re-interpreted by Africans.
Marxism and Islam share a common advantage over
other imported ideologies: they are all-embracing, as
were the traditional systems. They are concerned both
with understanding the world and with acting in and
upon it. In other words, marxism can, up to a point,
lead to a return of a tribal-type Weltanschauung, at a
higher level of integration and on a scale far better
adapted to the necessities of the modem world. A
capital difference is, of course, that marxism as such
MARXIST INFLUENCE BEGAN TO
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is not iD itself a ritual system. It is not impossible,
however, that it could give birth some -day to a ritual
superstructure more or less rooted in African cultural
tradition. The rationalist and atheistic character of
marxism is not an insuperable obstacle to such an
evolution if we accept the theories of some anthropologists according to whom the traditional religions are
non-theistic ritual systems, rather like Confucianism.
There have also been attempts to trace a kind of
dialectic and even of dialectic materialism in the
traditional systems. This is again a confusion, in some
cases intentional, between two different stages of intellectual evolution within two contextual frames which
are very different, even if they sometimes show a few
superficial similarities. Indeed, the total and constant
interaction between the various fields of human activity
and between cosmos and society, as more or less clearly
postulated by traditional cosmologies, does often have
a markedly dialectical character. Many of these cosmologies are dualistic, founded upon the necessity of
conciliating and balancing oppositei. This is indeed
a brand of dialects, though very far from the hegelian
and marxian varieties, since it is static and not d1namic.
If there is a dynamics it is a dynamics of stability; it
tends to ensure social well-being, harmony between
society and cosmos through the perpetuation of an
equilibrium, and to ignore the notion of a progressive
evolution from crisis to crisis.
MARXIAN NOTION OF HISTORY would have been
completely foreign to traditionally-minded Africans.
The very notion of a traditional history is questionable.
Many societies had, of course, records of their past,
but in most cases these records, started as genealogies,
quickly became mythical and were then integrated into
the religious systems, their main function being juridical. This type of history can be said to merge with
constitutional law; it often aims at explaining and
justifying the present by the past, but seldom opens
any definite eschatological perspective. In the societies
whose systems of belie(s were eschatological, it was
mostly of the 'back to the golden age' type.
There is, finally, the question of materialism. The
point has often been made that the deep religious feeling of the Africans is an insuperable obstacle in the
path of Marxist propaganda, because of the materialistic
assumptions of the doctrine. It is true that most if not
~ll of the African religions described by anthropologists
ate of a theistic nature, very often embodying belief
in a High God or Supreme Creator, and are hardly
reconcilable with marxian atheism. For all that, it does
not necessarily- follow that traditional religious systems
are to be defined in terms of idealism or of spiritualism.
It is questionable whether the contrast materialism:
~dealism is relevant at all stages of cultural evolution.
Rites, especially magical rites, are a meaI)S of acting
upon the material world. In many cases they are
conceived and explained in strictly material terms
('forces,' 'energy,' etc.). Some African intellectuals even
go so far as to find in traditional cosmologies a kind
of prefiguration of modern physics. In all probability
traditional societIes did not oppose 'faith' to 'reason',
or, if they did, the tension between them was resolved
by the conciliatory dialectical process alluded to before.
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It can be said in conclusion that, despite fundamental
discrepancies, an efficient marxist propaganda can be,
and actually has been, based upon the superficial
resemblances between the remnants of the traditional
religious systems and an oversimplified presentation of
the essentials of Marxism.
European ideologies do not
appear so much the end products of protracted intellectual and socio-historical evolution, as the starting point
of new and still unpredictable evolutionary processes.
Not to have gone through the great ideological and
social battles makes Africa freer than we can be from
the momentum of tradition. Africa has been and is
being showered with a stream of imported ideologies of
widely differing bases, assumptions, ages, aims, and
degrees of evolution and elaboration. These are being

TO AFRICAN EYES MODERN

COMMENT
GamesmanshipSouth African Style
its wide-open spaces,
sport is very popular. White and black are a sport-loving
people: good clean fun, in fact, in the healthy open
air.
But it must not be th9ught that in a country so full
of tensions and complexes.. that sport can escape the
racial lunacies that bedevil all other fields of activity:
au contraire, some of the zaniest contradictions-prize
exhibits-are to be seen in the field of sport. To wit,
at random:
In South Africa, Coloured, African and White soccer
players -were prosecuted _for playing with Indian
players.
In South Africa, a marathon trial had to be started
outside the Bloemfontein Stadium, because no nonwhites were permitted to enter it-and white and
black runners had to start at different times, because
of "~eparate development."
Papwa Sewgolum, in a by now classic episode, received
his Natal Open Golf Prize in the pouring rain while
his fellow Indians grinned from the glass-fronted
enclosure of an exclusive. golf club-the reason being
that Indians were admitted to the club as waiters, but
never as guests.
But this -is merely skimming the top.

IN SUNNY SOUTH AFRICA WITH

THE REAL PECULIARITIES ARE to be found lower downor perhaps higher up, depending on how you look at
officialdom. For it is among the top administrators of
racial sport that the real oddities are found. There was
General Klopper-hero of Tobruk and head of South
Africa's Olympic Association-reacting to· a Cabinet
Minister's declaration of opposition to mixed sport
inside or outside South Africa with: "We are not
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grafted on to a stock of native concepts at various
stages of degradation. And the graft is taking place in
a wholly unique and unprecedented political, social,
and economic context. Finally, while the influence of
those ideologies certainly reacts upon the evolution
within the context (economic development, political
organisation, international relations, etc.), their ultimate
fate is, at the same time, conditioned by this context
and its needs
Any long-term prophecy would certainly be unwise
today. For the time being, it seems that the dominant
trend is towards a kind of original synthesis, particular
to Africa, between certain corollaries of marxism in
the field of political and economic organisation, and a
continuation of non-materialist, non-rationalistic (in the'
European sense) attitudes where the Weltanschauung
and philosophy of action are concerned. A number of

Africans reject atheism, although th~y claim to be marxists and do, indeed, use dialectical methods' of reasoning, t1)' to construct a socialist economy in their
countries, and favour a neutralism hostile to the
Westem bloc. China is often their ideal, because they
admire its achievements in the economic field and also,
and cl!iefly, because they believe that the Chinese have
succeeded in acclimatising marxism and in assimilating
it while retaining their own cultural originality in its
integrity.
On the whole, the ideal of the contemporary African
elite most often seems definable as the will to achieve
a working synthesis of all positive imports-idealism
and materialism, marxism and jeffersonism, and so forth
-by africanising them into an original whole. It will be
a welcome-and, perhaps, not quite unlikely-surprise
if they can succeed.
•

prepared to make war on the Government." Or Vivian
Granger's comment when the suspension of South
African soccerites for racialism was lifted by the World
Soccer body: "This is a defeat for the Communists."
(The racial policy for which South Africa was suspended had not been changed by the time the suspension
was lifted-but this opens up extensive vistas of gamesmanship in international reaches and would take us
too far afield.)
There are two apocryphal stories which have the
ring of truth. One is of a top rugby administrator being
asked why non-white South Africans, in contrast to the
Maoris, had not produced any outstanding rugger
players. He replied by telling of the time he had to
coach a non-white group. According to him, they were
such a drunken lot that many of them staggered from
the fumes every time they put their heads down in a
scrum. The other is of a similar inquiry at a meeting
of the Commonwealth Games Federation: in reply, a
South African delegate produced tourist picture postcards of beaded belles from the Transkei: "This is the
kind of people we have to make sportsmen of", was
the explanatory comment.

was the announcement, not 48 hours later, that John
Harris, Vice-Chairman of SAN-ROC had flown to
Europe to meet top sports administrators on the world
bodies, including the International Olympic Committee.
The background was this. The S.A. Olympic Association had revealed that it was going flat out to send
a strong team to the October meeting of the I.O.C. ill
Nairobi, in order to avoid suspension. They would
spare no expense. It was also certain that the non-racial
bodies would be denied passports for the same meeting
-the fate of George Singh, Cassim Bassa, Harry Bloom
and others is well known. If matters were left to
October, the body "not at war with the government"
might well win hands down.
But it so happened that the I.O.C. had also called,
for June, a Conference on the specific theme: Sport
and Politics. What happened at this Conference, held in
Lausanne, would have a strong, perhaps overwhelming,
influence, on the October Congress.
So off John Harris went. Even if he failed to gain a
hearing at the Conference, he would be able to meet
personally the most influential sports administrators in
the world and give them some of the facts. He would
also make it clear that what the nonracial bodies
desired was not the exclusion of any group in South
Africa-though they were often alleged to be anti-white
-but to ensure the inclusion of all South Africans on
merit.
Getting away was not as simple as it sounds. For
when Dennis Brutus was arrested, he had in his briefcase the master-copies of the representations John
Harris was to submit. He also had the complete schedule
of the flight to Rome·, Lausanne, Paris and London.
The briefcase is still at the time of writing in the hands
of the Security Police. So it was necessary to make
some adjustments-like a change in flight-time.
It has left the white.-controlled bodies fuming of
course, and all nonracialists, including those who could
not care less about sport, highly jubilant.
Whatever the outcome of the venture might be, it
has shown that the machine of racialism, official or
semi-official, is not as efficient as people are inclined
to fear. It has also provided a lesson in Gamesmanship
-South African style.
•

of gamesmanship, the sportsmen
who are trying to remove racialism from sport are up
against pretty tough opposition. Yet they have made
considerable progress and there is a very real chance
that white South Africa will be suspended when the
International Olynlpic Committee reviews in October
its warning last year that South Africa would be
suspended. This would be the result of relentless campaigning on the part of our nonracial bodies such as
the South African Sports Association, spearhead in the
fight, and its more recent ally, the South Afric~n NonRacial Olympic Committee.
But their advances are the result not only of their
persistent endeavour but also their ability to match
the gamesmanship of their opponents.
It is in this light that we must regard two events
which recently made headlines on the sports-front. One
was the arrest of the banned Dennis Brutus, foundersecretary of SASA and advisor to SAN-ROC, by the
Security Police in the offices of the white-controlled
Olympic Association just before a meeting. The other
FACED WITH THIS KIND
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the outbreak of the fifth Frontier War, 1818, to mention
but one example. 3
Forgotten is the fact, for example, that both the
Xhosa and the frontiersmen were groups of people
who valued cattle very much. A clash over grazing
lands seemed inevitable, the Xhosa regarding the others
as intruders. To put the blame on savagery, barbarism
and callous disrespect for life 4 on one side is not
calculated to make the student respect his fellow
"black" South African to-day. Instead of a broad
humanism being inculcated, a narrowness and insular
outlook and arrogance finding at times expression in
blatant racialism are engendered. Impressionable
children are therefore strengthened in their prejudices
towards other groups by the way history is dealt with
in history textbooks. 5 This danger of the study of
history Le. the ·fostering of a racist ideology is, of
course, not confined to the "Whites" or a particular
language group.
It would be possible to go on a long way in this
strain. For example, one may note that only "whites"
qualify for the status of heroes in South African history.
Then again there is the contemptuous manner in which
"non-whites" are generally referred to in most history
books. Thus Theal calls the Batwa ("Bushmen") beings
"whose ordinary habits were not much more elevated
than those of animals."6

The Dangers
of History - 11
JAMES J. RAVELL
primary school history syllabus
in the Cape Province says that the aim of the course is
to give ~'a general picture of the story of mankind."
However, it appears that the history of mankind does
not include the history of the "Far" East and the
Americas with regard to the development of early
forms of civilisation. Thus we find that:
THE PREAMBLE TO THE

"the valley of the Indus, the home of one of the world's
great early civilisations) is completely ignored, as are also
the other river valley civilisations of the Hwango Ho and
the Yangste rivers in China. The parallel development of
the Mayan civilisation in what is now called Mexico, the
settlement of the remote islands of the South Seas by the
Ineas during the same time as the river valley civilisatiori~
of the Mediterranean were flourishing: all these exciting
facts of the true history of mankind and the opening of
vistas of the really glorious past are locked away from the
child at the primary school level by the limitation of the
~yllabus to the civilisations of Europe. This is, of course,
In order to show the development of 'Western civilsation',
a term which-it would be wise for teachers to examine more
closely.l

3

It has been estImated that of more than 300 missionaries
who en~ered Central and East Africa before 1884 only six
were kIlled and then only under severe provocation. See
"History and Civilisation" (3) New Age, 29th June 1961,
p.6.
5 At a conference of teachers in Cape Town in 1958 Prof.
Lauwerys of the University of London referred to much of
the content of South African school history textbooks then
as "dangerous rubbish". The Educational Journal, MayJune, 1961, p. 16).
6 a~oted by J. S. Marais in The Cape Coloured People, p.

The same writer goes on:
"This 'Western civilisation', which has roots in the soil of
Africa, Persia, China and India, which, when it did reach
the 'native races' of Africa in the form of the invaders
(called explorers) from Portugal, brought the de'struction of
the oldes~. civilisations in Africa, the breaking up of not
only {amlhes, but whole settled communities, in order t.o
satisfy the gargantuan appetite of the slave markets of
Europe and the merchants of that continent. One has only
to read Ba~il Davidson's book, Old Africa Rediscovered, to
~d out wh.at happened when 'western civilisation' spread
lIke a rapacIous forest fire through 'Darkest Africa'!"2
IN MOST SOUTH African history textbooks one finds a
subtle-and sometimes more overt-slanting in favour
of the ideology that underlies the "traditional South
African way of life". Consequently we have books
telling all and sundry about Kafferoorloe, always, yes,
always caused by one section, although the evidence
does not support this view, as witness the causes of
1

2

B. Hammond: "History Teaching in our Schools" (11) The
e~ucational Journal, Noyember-December, 1960, p. i.
IbId., p. 7. See a~so: J. C. de Graft-Johnson: African Glory;
W. E. B. du BOIS: The World and Africa; J. F. Horrabin:
A n Atlas of Africa etc.
J. R A VEL L is a teacher in Cape
Town, and was the translator into Afrikans of
Bertrand Russell's Why I am not a Christian
(1960). He gained first prize for Africa in the
World Essay Contest arranged by the International
Humanist and Ethical Union, Utrecht, Holland, in

J AMES

See Edward Ro~x: Time Longer than Rope, p. 21.
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IT SHOULD BE stated that to a "Non-White" it appears
that there are some general presuppositions that underlie much of the history that is being written and taught
in South Africa. These postulates are not based on
fact and are therefore unscientific. They include the
following:
"1. It was God's will that the white man should come
to South Africa.
2. The indigenous peoples were and are incapable
of developing a civilisation of their own.
3. Without the arrival of the white man South Africa
would still have been in a state of savagery and
barbarism.
4. The white man saved the blacks from eliminating
one another.
5. It is God's will that the white man should govern
the non-whites ..."1
Although some "non-whites" have already written
about South African history. the need for trained
historians amongst their ranks remains. That some
universities are at last realising this problem can be
gauged from an article of Dr. Davenport, Senior lecturer
in History at the University of Cape Town. He concludes his article entitled "How honest is our history?"
by stating that a liberal historical tradition can only
triumph in South Africa when, amongst other things,
representative "non-whites" have been trained as
historians and their writings are carefully studied and
digested. 8
It is to be regretted that "non-white" students are
not able to enter universities of their choice, but are
virtually kraaled off into separate tribal colleges. One
fears-and there have been signs already to vindicate
this-that the inculcation of broad, universally accepted
scientific and humanistic values with regard to history
and other disciplines will be considerably hampered
at institutions whose raison d'etre is exclusiveness, insularity, and whose lecturers are eXQ.ected to subscribe
to a particular separatist ideology. 9
As has been indicated here and in a previous article
in The New African, there are quite a number of
dangers attending the writing and teaching of history
in South Africa. And one is particularly perturbed at
the state of our school history textbooks. I seem to
think that these dangers can be eliminated once we
look at South African history not from the standpoint
of members of a particular group,1° but from the
standpoint of the group to which we all belong viz.
mankind.
The study of the past of mankind cannot be scientific if all its members are not regarded as equal in
human dignity.
•

D. Upton: "The Teaching of History" (IV), The Educational
Journal, March 1961, p. 7.
8 Dr. T. R. H. Davenport: "How Honest is our History?"
Forum, Jan., 1962. p. 10.
9 Witness the spate of dismissals when Fort Hare was taken
over by the state.
10 See T. R. H. Davenport, op. cit., p 9. Also: J. S. Marais,
''The Study of History", p. 15 (Inaugural lecture, University
of the Witwatersrand, 12th September, 1945); F. A. van
Jaarsveld: "Du en Nuwe Wee in die Suid-Ajrikaanse
Geskiedskrywing"-Intreerede, University of South Mrica,
23 March 1961.
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Rushed in to help the Swaziland Government cope
with the spreading strike of Africans, the advance
party landed in two Royal Rhodesian Air Force
Dakotas in gathering dusk and in deteriorating
weather conditions. Today the airlift will continue
bringing in the rest of the battalion-mortars,
vehicles, drums and bugle band, film unit, Press
officers ... -Cape Times.
Nadine Gordimer, Occasion for Loving. With this,
her third novel and her best to date, Nadine
Gordimer steps boldly into the taboo territory of
miscegenation ... For a novelist to do this in the
land of apartheid is an act of c.ourage.-Advertisement in The New Yorker. [R.F.]
South Africans have developed into an idle nation
addicted to non-white labour and unable to do their
own work, says the Society for European Labour
Independence ... The chairman of the society, Mr.
Tom Langley, said that about 500 families in
Pretoria has freed themselves from dependence on
Bantu servants. Aside from the solid economic
advantages of servantless homes, members of the
society felt morally uplifted by their new way of life.
-South African Digest
Would you like to look even 20 years younger with
original make-up specially designed for you including wigs, artificial eyebrows, eyelashes or
moustache and beards. Undetected at 24 ins.
Complete disguises designed. Please write for appointment.-Rand Daily Mail
Hardworking men required as tray boys to sell
foodstuffs.-African notices., Rand Daily Mail.
Jerry is waiting to serve you, Mr. & Mrs. NonEuropean, behind your own counter at the
Parkmore Bottle Store.-Post, Johannesburg.
All this~ makes us, the more earnest and fervent
in our hopes and prayers, that Addis Ababa conference will usher in a new error in Africa. An error
of harmony and co-operation between independent
African States, and their respective people. It will
usher in an error of the end of bickering between
States.-Malawi
News.
independent
African
[D.P.]
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Five Soyinka Plays
A review

TIMOTHY

HOLMES

without seeing them first is rather like
looking at the view with one eye-everything goes flat.
This is perhaps doubly noticeable with plays like these
where essential parts of the action are danced, where
music is necessary and where the drama calls for the
particip(ttion of all the senses. And these are not plays
like the ones auntie used to see at the old Tivoli: they
are a throwing together of materials and methods so
that the product, rich arid delicious, cannot help being
a little messy.
The plays tell the stories of Nigerian villagers, faced,
in one way or another, with a dilemma, which, it soon
becomes clear, can only be resolved in the context of
a continuous historical process: in terms of the relatIon
betwe~n the present and the past: between the new
crude "civilisation" which has sprung up as a permanent result of foreign rule; and the soul-binding
"culture" which is the predominant legacy from the
magical, tribal past. As if to emphasize this Push Me
Pull You situation, the action of the plays takes place on
the fringes of the two worlds-a beach outside Lagos,
a town which the motor road passes by, the forest
outside a town-and equally the characters belong to
one world or the other.
The Lion and the Jewel, for example, is ostensibly a
story about the wooing of a pretty girl by two very
different men, with a dramatic interest created by the
choic~ that Sidi, the girl, has to make. The play
gathers depth with the nature of the men she must
choose between: a pompous school teacher, Lakunle,
and a well-oiled, many-wived, wealthy, but elderly
READING PLAYS
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Three Plays - The Swamp Dwellers
The. Trials of Brother Jero
The Strong Breed
M BAR I, I BAD A N

60c/6/-

village headman, Baroka. The girl herself, a foolish
daydreamer entranced by having her photograph in a
Lagos glamour magazine, seems incapable of understanding the basic difference between the two men. As
she says:
" ... words are like beetles
Boring at my ears, and my head
Becomes a jurnping bean. Perhaps after all,
As the school teacher tells 1ne often,
I have a simple nlind."

Not until the rivalry between the two men is ended
by her decision does she understand fully what either
the headman or the school teacher offer her.
Baroka, who at one stage boasts that he prevented
a road being built to the village, wishes to preserve as
much of possible of the way of life that gives him his
position in society:
HAnd the wish of one old man is
That here and there
Among the bridges and t'he murderous roads,
Below the hUlnming birds which
Snl0ke the face of Sango, dispenser of
The snake-tongued lightning: between this moment
And the reckless broom that' will be wielded
In these years to come, we must leave
Virgin plots of lives, rich decay
And the tang of vapour rising from
Forgotten heaps of compost . .."
Lakunle looks forward to a rather diff.erent future:
THE
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HWhen we are wed, you shall not walk or sit
Together we shall sit at table
-Not gn the floor-and eat,
Not with fingers, but with knives
And forks, and breakfast plates
Like civilised beings
. . . I will teach you
The waltz and we'll both learn the foxtrot
And we'll spend the weekend in night-clubs at Ibadan."
With these alternatives before her Sidi chooses
Baroka and tells the school teacher:
"Why, did you think that after him
I could endure ['he touch of another man?
I who have felt the strength,
The perpetual youthful zest
Of the panther of the trees?
Out of 111y way, book-nourished shrimp."
But what the audience knows, and Sidi does not, is
that she has been tricked; that her choice was made
aft'er a cruel deceit had been played upon her.

a fool, as Sidi is, the play can
be a comedy, but when he is a person who understands
the alternatives, the pain of choice is reflected in the
sombreness of the outcome. In The Strong Breed
another school teacher, Eman, chooses, to save an
innocent life, to play the scapegoat in the village purification ceremony. He is hounded down by enthusiastic
atavists, trapped, and killed in a cowardly manner. The
central character in The Swamp Dwellers decides to
defy the corrupt priest of the Serpent of the Swamp, is
defeated by social pressure and compelled to return to
debt and misery in Lagos, abandoning his farm.
Brother Jero is not a tragedy like the other plays in
the Mbari volume. The situation is comical, dominated
by a fraudulent self-seeking "Prophet", Jeroboam; but
Soyinka again demonstrates the power of falsehood
and superstition. A simple minded Court Messenger
escapes the influence of the Prophet by discovering the
fraud that has held him in his grip: but just as he
breaks loose he sees that no less a person than a
Federal Member of Parliament has come under Jeroboam's spell.
The play with the broadest scope is perhaps Dance
of the Forests, a phantasm6garia of living and dead, of
people, risen corpses, spirits, in which a group of townspeople are shown the part which they, in a previous
life, played in the condemnation of an honourable
soldier and the killing of his pregnant wife. The confrontation between past (the soldier and his wife rise
from the dead) and the present, has a direct bearing
on the living, in a way that suggests that they and the
dead are tied together in an inextricable knot. Indeed
all five plays the two worlds (of motor buses, cities,
clinics, schools; of risen-dead, goblins, elves, forest
spirits, manhunters, corrupt priests) dovetail, both seeking but unable, to free itself from the other.
While Soyinka's characters are not intrinsically
interesting, the "argument" to which they lend their
voice$ and faces is so compelling that it becomes itself
the character and action of the play; becomes the reassessment and the spiritual leap which any person
WHERE THE CHOOSER IS
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or nation emerging from the double domination of dead
Empire and social stagnation must face.
If this "argument'" were to take place at an academic
distance the plays would hardly bear performing, but
Soyinka throws us close enough to the raw life of his
people to sense and kno\v their background: The
Swamp Dwellers opens with this sombre stage-direction:
"A village in the swamps.
Frogs, rain and other swamp noises.
The scene is a hut on stilts, built on one of the
scattered semi-firm islands in the swamps . . . It is
near dusk and there is a gentle wash of rain outside."
And as the story of Sidi nears its climax, there is a
scene in which Lakunle finds himself in the· village
market. He paces up and down anxiously while "The
traders are beginning to assemble one by one . . .
Hawkers pass through with oil lamps beside their
wares. Food sellers enter with cooking pots and foodstuffs, set up their stone hearth and build a fire." The
drama becomes part of the village, all the people
involved. In all the plays this extraordinary quality of
"identification" clothes and vitalises the argument,
giving Soyinka's world a comprehensible life.
The publishers are to be commended both on their
initiative in issuing the plays and on offering them to us
in such well printed and attractive editions (in paper
backs). The O.V.P. has given theirs bright jackets
designed by Taj Ahmed, and Three Plays has a
"Nigerian" pen and ink drawing by Denis Williams
on the cover.
•
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The Church
In Africa
AMBROSE

REEVES

are being broken up throughout
the continent of Africa. Everywhere there is change and
ferment. Scarcely a week passes without news of some
fresh critical situation. All this ought to have some
significance for the churches in Africa, because churches
can never exist in a vacuum. They have always to
worship, work and witness in some particular historic
situation.
OLD PATTERNS OF LIFE

there are many reasons for the mighty
convulsions that are now shaking the African continent,
but among them there are at least two which ought to
speak especially to the church situation in Africa. In
the first place, the era of colonialism is rapidly ending
in Africa. Territory after territory that had long been
controlled by one or other of the great colonial powers
has gained its political independence in the last few
years. It is not very sensible for those living in other
.lands to complain, as they frequently do, that the
changes in Africa are taking place too rapidiy. Even
if this were true, the peoples of Africa have reached
the point where they are determined to run their own
!ive-s. They would rather manage their own affairs, even
If at the moment they are unable to do this as satisfactorily as they would wish. They want to be freefree to live their own lives in their own way-free to
make their own mistakes. The only way to prevent
them achieving their desire is to try to hold them down
by the use of massive force, as the Portuguese in
Angola and Mozambique and the white government of
South Africa are attempting. to do. Both attempts are
doomed inevitably to end in failure, even if for the
mo~ent they seem to have succeeded. The longer they
persIst the greater are the chances that they will end
in widespread violence and bloodshed. In any case they
are both anomalies in a continent in which the age of
colonialism has ended for ever.
. This means th~t, as ~o often has happened in church
~IStOry, t~e churche~ In .Africa find themselves today
In an entIrely new SItuatIon which may easily require
both from the churches in Africa and overseas an entire
l'ethinki.ng of c~urch policy and strategy throughout
the AfrICa? contInen~. And the churches in Africa may
well find It more dIfficult than they imagine, because
the missionary enterprise in Africa has been more
UNQUESTIONABL y

closely bound up with colonialism than is frequently
realised. Colonialism has for the most part been
accepted by ~he ~hurc~es. as p~rt of the enduring framework of socIal lIfe wIthIn whIch they had to live and
w?r~. This was by no means true of all clergy and
mInIsters, but on the whole the churches in Africa have
been more deeply influenced by the ethics of colonialism
than many yet recognise. For example, one of the most
prominent expressions of colonialism in Africa has
been the paternalistic attitude of colonialists towards the
indigenous peoples of the continent. This same spirit
has also been reflected frequently in the attitude towards Africans of many white men and women
clerical and lay, who came to work in the churches i~
Africa. To say this is not to condemn them, because
churches in every age and in all continents have always
been deeply influenced by the social attitudes of the
communities in which they work. But the fact that the
colonial era has now ended in Africa means that such
a paternalistic attitude on the part of churchmen can
no longer be justified, even if it ever could which is
very questionable.
'
the coming of independence in country after
country has meant that the aspirations which PanAfricanists have cherished for more than a hundred
years can now become rooted in the soil of Africa itself
African governments and political organisations alik~
are deeply committed to the struggle to acquire human
dignity for the black raGe and to secure the respect of
other races for black people. For centuries Africans
have been the bottom dog, subservient and submissive
to white men. All this is now at an end, because all
through the African continent African political leaders
are pledged ~o the task of regenerating black people
as human beIngs. Few features of contemporary Africa
?ught ~o be more ~eriously considered by the churches
In A~rIca than AfrIcan nationalism. Everywhere it is a
powerful force with which the churches will have to
reckon. It is therefore- urgently necessary that churchmen in Africa should give serious attention to the
ho~es a~d fears, the dreams and the· plans of African
natIonahs~s. Inq~ed there are few t~sks confronting the
churches In AfrIca that are more Important than this
one, for black and white African churchmen alike. Just
as the churches in Africa once had to live and work
within the framework of colonialism, they will have to
learn for the foreseeable future to do so within the
setting of African nationalism. This does not imply
that the churches should blindly accept every feature
of African nationalism or endorse every plan and
policy of African nationalists. The chances are that
from time to time the churches will have to criticise·
this or that proposal. But such criticism will be largely
irrelevant unless church members have made the effort
SECONDLY,
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to know African nationalism from within. Only in this
way will their observations carry weight for then they
will arise out of a sympathetic understanding of the
aspirations of African leaders. The churches in Africa
need to take African nationalism seriously so that
they may have a responsible attitude towards the most
powerful force in Africa at the present time.
Th,e demands that the ending of colonialism and the
rise of African nationalism are making upon the
churches are such that they cannot be met by the
churches simply in words. As the years pass it is
becoming increasingly clear that words, even Christian
words, in themselves have less and less meaning for
Africans unless they are translated into deeds. Africans
are watching the members of the Christian churches,
both black and white, very closely to see if their
actions match their words. Unfortunately sometimes
their actions speak so loudly that Africans are unable
to hear their words. It sometimes seems as if the
survival of the churches in Africa may depend to a
large extent upon the readiness of Christians to become
involved in the life-situations in which they find themselves, and on the degree to which they are willing to
be identified with the efforts of those who are striving
so zealously to shape the destiny of the new Africa.
in which churchm·en ought to
be involved in contemporary life in Africa, few are
more important than participating in the rapid urbanisation that is now taking place in so many parts of the
continent. To many Africans the town is becoming the
symbol of political, social, cultural, and moral emancipation. It is in the urban areas that words like
nationalism, freedom, progress, are taking on a new
meaning and an added power. Yet this is never the
whole story of the meaning of urban life for Africans.
So often the town also means demoralising social
conditions, uprootedness, human misery, new social
tensiops and injustice, impersonal economic forces,
indiscriminate materialism. Surely the members of the
churches in Africa ought to be trying to discern the
bearing of their religion in the search that is now going
on for new social institutions and new patterns of
human relationships.
This phenomenal growth in urbanisation is being
accompanied by rapid economic development and
industrialisation in many parts of Africa. So far most
churchmen in Africa have done too little either to help
Africans understand their status, role, and function in
an industrial society, or to play a very significant part
in the building up of strong and effective trade unions
which are essential for the workers in any industrial
community. Yet here, if anywhere, is a place where
Christians need to act as well as to speak. Admittedly
this is only one· illustration of the many ways in which
the churches, if they will, can serve the new Africa.
Changing Africa means that a good deal of the former
attitude and ways of working of churchmen in Africa
has now become outmoded and obsolete. Changing
Africa is confronting the churches. with many new and
searching demands. But this is not all. Perhaps more
than anywhere else in the contemporary world, changing
Africa offers churchmen, both black and white, many
new opportunities for exciting service.
•
AMONG THE MANY WAYS
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Defending
the Indefensible - 11
The role of the
High Commission Territories

PETER ·WARREN
appeared in The New African of
8th June we showed that the present South African
Government is preparing for a civil war. Their appreciation is that it will take the form of sabotage in the
industrial areas and towns, local unrest in the form of
strikes and general antipathy, and most important of
all roving guerilla forces attacking isolated towns and
villages. We agree with this estimate.
If we look at similar revolutions in colonial territories,
for example in Indo-China, Algeria, Angola, Cyprus
and Malaya we find that the Freedom Armies were
invariably supported from outside sources, Communist
China, Tunisia, Congo, Greece, and Communist China
again. It would appear fairly certain that African
countries will do the same for anti-government forces in
South Africa. In view of their present attitude to the
Republican Government countries like Ghana, Nigeria,
Algeria, Egypt, and Tanganyika (probably also Northern Rhodesia and Nyasaland) will give assistance to
those groups fighting in South Africa. In virtually all
past instances this assistance has been in the form of
money, supplies, and trained men and came overland
across a common border.
South Africa has a long coast line, and long borders,
mainly with the protectorates Bechuanaland and
Basutoland. It is highly likely that independent governments in these territories will assist the Freedom
struggle in South Africa; above all because of the
indignities suffered by their own populations in South
Africa and because of a common cause as Africans.
As these countries are still under British control and
are likely to remain so for the next five years the
questions we must examine are: What will Britain's
attitude be to the use of any of the Protectorates as a
route for arms, ammunition, and men, and secondly
as a base from which operations may be mounted?
While it is quite possible that under a Labour
Government British actions may be far more tolerant
of African Nationalism in the South, they have not in
the past shown themselves much less self-interested than
the present Conservative Government. The main reason
is probably that in the British House of Commons there
is a very powerful lobby acting in the interests of the
British foreign investment in Africa. Britain has almost
IN AN ARTICLE THAT
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R2,OOO,OOO,OOO invested in South Africa and we must
also consider the influence of local associates of British
industrialists. Both these have. a great deal to fear from
a revolution, in reduced profits during the battle, ultimate reduced profits through rising African wages and
possible expropriation (They will probably suffer this
for their present attitude anyway).
This lobby is very powerful (consider British attitudes
over the Congo) and may be successful in forcing some
action by Britain. But, what action can she take? To
send British troops into the Protectorates to fight South
African freedom fighters will not only call down the
wrath of the Afro-Asian block but probably the whole
United Nations. Britain can no longer afford to appear
anti-African for she stands to lose so much in goodwill,
and in any case can hardly afford the economic cost of
fighting yet another freedom army. To permit South
African troops to enter the protectorates will probably
have much the same result. Both these alternatives are
possible but would more than likely have the effect of
bringing considerable Communist and American assistance to the freedom fighters. The American Government
would certainly try to dissociate herself from Britain.
WHAT ELSE COULD Britain do? The most likely seems
to be supplying information to the South African
Government and taking what legal action she can
against the guerilla forces in her territories. While
Protectorate politicians have to be ""docile" in order

The Mob •• •• •• •• •• •• ••
A Story

•••••••

WEBSTER

MAKAZA

lightning came as the jurymen \vere
filing to their seats in the jury box. It held them for a
split second like a photographer's flashlight and some
looked startled and others merely blinked. The judge
was in his chair and old van Dyk was in the dock, and
outside, two banks of storm-clouds in the northern sky
moved ominously towards each other.
The court had grown quite dark as the black clouds
massed across the sun, but it took the lightning to show
how dark it really was.
The first rumble of thunder came just as the foreman
was announcing the verdict. The Judge had to lean
forward and say, "Please repeat that". The foreman
had a strong notion that the judge had heard quite
well, but was reluctant to believe his ears.
The first time he announced it, the foreman had
given their verdict with confidence. It was a different
thing to be made to repeat it to a judge who was
THE FIRST FLASH OF
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to receive limited self-government this might be quite
effective, but it could not go on for ever. In any case
overt co-operation with South Africa would be strongly
disapproved by the United Nations. Thus what probably
would be done would have to be fairly secretive.
Additional factors that could assist the guerilla
activities in the Protectorates would be U.N. action
in South West Africa which could itself be used as a
base and which could also enhance the use of
Bechuanaland, and the establishment of a representative
government in Southern Rhodesia. Neither of these
events can be far away and it will be significant if
powerful pressures are brought to bear to force the
British Government into giving Southern Rhodesia
independence while still under a white government.
It would seem that the Protectorates probably can
be used by anti-South African Government forces.
Initially this will probably be for the transport of stores
and equipment. It also appears that Britain can do
little about it openly. However some foolhardy guerillaleader could prejudice this by premature and flamboyant actions (a more virulent and aggressive Leballo,
for example). If the Protectorates are used with
intelligence and subtlety they will be of great assistance
and the long borders an exceedingly difficult problem
for the Republican forces, who will in any case be fully
extended maintaining a semblance of order elsewhere.
•

obviously incredulous. Now he found himself speaking
defensively almost apologetically.
"We find the prisoner not guilty, My Lord."
The judge looked hard at him. There was a gasp of
appreciation of the rightness of the verdict from the
white spectators and many looked round with scornful
smiles at the black people on their benches.
Finally, the judge said, "We must forget that a white
man is being charged with a crime against a black man.
The prisoner is a man, and so was he who was killed.
The prisoner is charged with killing this other man
and it matters not that these two men had skins of a
different colour. The, law recognises no distinction. The
life of each of these men was a human life. Each life
was as valuable as the other. If a man's life, or the
lives of those around him, are in imminent danger, then,
as a last resort, he has a right to shoot at his assailant to
protect himself, and if his assailant is killed, then the
man could not be judged guilty of murder. If the
prisoner is absolved from blame for this man's death,
it does not absolve the system of society that brought
his death about. If society has found the prisoner
guiltless, then society has condemned itself. Each one
of you here," and he looked towards the white people
in the court, "are members of that society, 'a society
that stands condemned cannot survive. The 'prisoner is
discharged."
Except for the Africans, who sat on disappointed and
bewildered, everybody in the court started talking at
once. Men hurried across to congratulate van Dyk. A
little man wrung him warmly by the hand.
He said, "You did a fine thing, sir, standing up to
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defend yourself against these brutal attacks. If I may
say so, sir, your courageous action symbolises the
determination of our people 'to protect our civilisation.
Weren't you frightened when you saw the gang of
striking savages swarming into your garden to stop
your servants from working on that day of the strike?"
"I have never been frightened by a bloody kaffir in
my life. But now they are waiting to kill me. They are
only waiting for the chance." He pointed to the Africans
in the gallery and shouted. "These people are waiting
to kill you all. One day they will rise against you and
they will murder you as they murdered our fathers in
the past."
The little man asked, "Were you born in Africa?"
"Yes. And my father and my grandfather and his
father ,before him."
"W·here was, your father born?"
"In ,an ox-wagon on the Great Karroo."
"Were those the days of the great trek when men and
women moved northwards into Africa from the Cape?"
"Yes. My great-grandfather was one of them."
"What happened to him?"
"He was murdered by Zulus in the Drakensberg."
The little man looked on the old man with a new
respect. "When you learned ~hat your grandfather was
killed by natives,., what effect did this have on you?"
"It made me suspicous of natives all my life."
"So that when this mob of natives entered your
garden there was no doubt in your mind that they
intended to kill you?"
"Yes, that is why I shot one of them."
"Were they attacking you?"
The old mans beady little eyes looked at the little
man with contempt. "Don't be a fool". he said . . .
"What white man's going to let a bunch of black
savages get near enough to attack him, eh?"
crowds were waiting, the
sun had gone behind the storm clouds and the sky
was heavy and overcast. There was another flash of
lightning and a rending crash of thunder.
As the Court doors opened the white people from
inside streamed out under the .high porch. At the
bottom of the steps policeme.n pushed with their batons,
that the white people might go unhindered to their cars.
They strolled confidently down the street, chattering
and laughing.
The black people were not laughing. They stood
grim, and silent, watching the white people, and as they
watched something was happening to them. There were
no leaders shouting slogans to them, rallying them to
revolt. This time there was no need for leaders. They
were merely angry and their anger was growing.
Few of them knew van Dyk by sight, but when the ' ,
old man came out to the steps the crowd recognised
him on the instant.
, There was a'long' "Ah .. h .. Shoo ... 00." from
the crowd and a policeman said to the old man,
~'You'd better wait till they've cleared off a bit."
The old man answered, "It is better to die a death of
a hero, than to live a life of a coward." He turned
and beamed his gums at the policeman, and added "I
want to take my meqicine like a man."
The policeman laughed back. He said, "At least we'd
OUTSIDE, WHERE THE AFRICAN
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have given you a ride. Now you will have to walk
home."
"Not on your life, man. My young nephew's waiting
for me. He knew I was going to come out a free man."
A strapping youth, over six feet, blonde ·and flat
faced, was sitting on the running board of the battered
Buick which had been pulled up outside the court,
facing the kerb. He stood up and stretched his long'
bOdy and looked over the top of the car at the mob,
and shouted, "So long, monkeys". The m'ob was not
in the mood to return any courtesies.
He opened the door and climbed into the ,driver's
seat, while the old man walked round to the near side,
of the car. He gave the old man no greeting nor word
of congratulation. He lit a cigarette before he started
the engine. He had to back his car away from the kerb
and he deliberately backed into the mob. This was the
sort of amusing game that young white giants could
play with Africans with impunity. Africans always
jumped out of the way when you drove a car at them.
Usually they thought it quite a joke.
But this mob was not in the mood for games or
jokes. It was an angry mob and in the car was the
target of its anger. In an instant, before the policeman
could hold them back, they had surrounded the car
and were battering at its doors. They were pushing
each other to get at the man inside and the sheer
weight of the mob lifted the car up and turned it over
on its side. There was a rattle of loose tools falling
to one side in the boot, and then old man van Dyk's
hoarse croak which was quickly muffled.
THE OLD MAN LAY AGAINST the door which was now
flat on the street. The mob was shouting and man
picked up a stone and hurled it at the windscreen and
there was a crash of splintering glass.
A little trickle of liquid began to run from under
the side of the car down the camber of the street. It
did not run far, for as it flowed it evaporated. The
young man had managed to wrench open the door
above him and was pushing with his head. He still had
the cigarette in his mouth and its smoke was getting
into his eyes. His hands were busy with the door and
he spat out the cigarette and it fell into the street and
rolled in jerks down the camber towards the little pool
of petrol.
There was a flash, more vived than lightning. then
a shattering roar; then the tearing crackle of hungry
flames, and above all, the old man's screams.

a

air that had been so still and heavy
started to stir. First it was only a light breeze then,
within seconds, it was a wind that picked up all the
dirty scraps of paper and rubbish in the gutters' and'
tossed them over the roof tops. It picked up the dust
that had lain in the streets through the long dry winter.
months and, with the sand it had collected from the
bare veld outside the city of Durban, it swept'. along
in a solid cloud.
.
The dust filled men's eyes and ears and throats. They.
had been running from the mob that had broken. loos.e
outside the court house, a mob angry and out for blood.
They were running into the wind and they turned their·
backs to avoid its stinging lashes. When they turned
OVER THE CITY, THE
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they could see through the cloud before them a great
crimson glow, like a mighty setting sun.
.
.It w~s ~ld man van Dyk s funeral pyre. All the
myri~d particles of dust were catchj~g its fl~ming light
in their ,microscopic prisms and over the street there
hung a red pall, the colour of blood.
Then there was another flash of lightning and a crack
of thunder. A great hissing noise came borne OIl: the
wind as the trees lining the streets bowed before it.
The rain swept down and across the city of Durban in
a great wave and soon the gutters, were roaring, casca-·
ding rivers. In a few minutes t,here was nothing left of
the angry mob as men fled anywhere for shelter." The
street, outside the courthouse, and all who were in it,.

Words
Words
Words
ENRAGED by a SABC broadcast
called Africa Survey a friend wrote
somewhat hotly to the Director of
Programmes protesting at both its tendentiousness and its errors of English.
He received a reply from the official
concerned.. Mr. C. D. Fuchs, who, after
dealin,g courteously with his language
complaints, reacted to my friend's political criticsms in a paragraph so revealing
as to deserve a wider public than my
friend alone:
I do not wish to react to the less
dignified and unsubstantiated aspects
of your letter except to say that I
cannot escape the _conclusion tp-at
the S.A.B.C. will satisfy you in respect of non-tendentiousness only if
it were to become completely leftwing, if it were to become the
mouthpiece of all the systematized
left-wing criticism, all the cliches, all
the thundering phrase-making which
comes rolling in on us from all over
the world. We are 'trying our best
not to become victims of what
Ionesco calls rhinoceritis.
TF you have a white South African
.I..- friend whom you believe may be
persuaded of the futility of white supremacist policies and even encouraged to
play a part in their defeat, do nof send
him The New African. Unless, that is,
he is more tough-minded than a recent
recipient, a rising industrialist, who told
his would-be converter that he spent a
sleepless night after reading it. Send him
instead Laurence Gandar's The Nation
that Lost its Way, issued in June by
South African Associated Newspapers.
This 24-page collection of six articles recently published in the Rand Daily Mail,
which Mr. Gandar edits, purports to
uanalyse the current political situation
118

had been saved from the mob by the wind and the rain.
The storm spent itself quickly. In the steaming quiet
after it had ended there was nothing to be seen but
a twisted heap of junk that had once been a motor-car
and ~nder it, and protruding horribl~ from it, a sodden
mass of pulp that had once been two human beings.
An African policeman stood patiently on the kerbside,
drenched to the skin, water dripping from the rim of his
helmet like a fountain. When everybody had run for
shelter, he had been sent out into the deluge by his
superiors to guard the remains of old man van Dyk
until the storm had passed, as if there were some real
danger that someone might come along and want to
take them away.
•

in South Africa." This Mr. Gandar does
not do, happily, since such an analysis
would go the way of those from, as Mr.
Gandar puts it, the "handful of liberal
men and women who speak out with
courage and realism (but who listens ?)"
There is certainly no lack of courage
and realism in Mr. Gandar's writing, but
t~e reason why his view is transmissible
to groping whites is that it is addressed
to them and is written in language they,
understand. He speaks to white South
Africa, not to his· multiracial readership:
"When we should be utterly involved in
the politics of change we are busy with
the eroding and debilitating politics of
resistance to change." This is also the
reason why The Nation that Lost its
Way is only a partial analysis of South
African politics in mid-1963. It does not
seek to analyse the turmoil in the liberation movement, and among the unrecruited yet oppressed millions. This
would be too much for Mr. Gandar's
prospective convert to the new "national
purpose" toward which white South
Africa must find its way. Is there a hope
that people like the sleepless industrialist
will respond to Mr. Gandar's call? For
he commends to them "a common ideal
rising above the immediate self-interest
of the various groups . . . a national
course capable of harnessing the energy
of all (our) peoples . . . in the larger
unity of a common humanity."

is so acute in South Africa. why "the
great amorphous body of (white) public
opinion . . . continues to swallow the
mind-deadening dope peddled to them by

the two main political parties", as
Laurence Gandar puts it. Works on the
social systems of our disintegrating tribes
no doubt have their value, as do studies
of sex-life in slum 'locations'. But it is
time 'that the AmaBrit and A·maBoer were
given the same treatment. The social anthropologists would suffer nothing like the
snags undergone by researchers among
Africans. Apart from the risk of bias in
interviewers, there is the impossibility of
obeying the rigid laws of procedure set
down in modern sociology, caused in
South Africa by "both the lack of adequate census material and the nature of
the political situation." So found Mr. E.
A. Brett, author of the latest Institute of
Race Relations Fact Paper African
A ttitudes subtitled "a study of the social,
racial arid political attitudes of some
middle-class Africans." Here is jam..
packed fact about the views of 150
educated, middle-class ·people. It contains
shocks and distress as well as inspiration
for the reader who accepts Mr. Brett's
ably and bravely formulated uconclusions" despite the unscientific elements
that South Mrica imposed on his investigation. Mr. Gandar's castigation of the
white middle-class for their utter involvement with "resistance to change" is
counterpoised in Mr. Brett's findings
thus: "the group's rejection of the
present (political) situation has led, in
the majority of cases, to a very strong
desire for change and in many cases to
the acceptance of political methods that
lie outside the law, including the possibility of violence and civil war." Mr.
Brett pleads for "far more research in
this field" in order to "alleviate grievances". I hope sociologists will infer the
"this" nonracially.
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Homelands
for One-Sixth
Bantustans mean too little money for developments
which benefit only one-sixth of South Africa's compulsorily segregated Bantu-speaking people. The
system defies the Republic's true economic needs.

FRANCIS

WILSON

THIS YEAR WITH the implementation of the Transkei
Constitution Act the Transkeian Territorial Authority
becomes a Parliament and reverts to the pre-I95I
Bunga system where not all the members are Government appointed, but a certain number (45 out of ID?)
are elected by the people. It is beyond the scope of thIS
article to make a political analysis of the precise power
of this new Parliament but in economic matte·rs it
would seem to have no more power than a Provincial
Council. This Parliament or Legislative Assembly shall
have no power over; military matters; arms manufacture; diplomatic affairs; police; communications (postal,
radio, roads, aviation etc.); i~igration; customs and
excise; and public finance.
.
However, some months before the paSSIng ef the
Transkei Constitution Act the Government of the
Republic put into operation their new five-year plan
for the econo~ic development of the Bant~s~ns, f~r
which Rl14 million has been voted, R40 mIllion of It
to go to the Ciskei and Transkei. C:0pies ?f.the plan
are not available to the general publIC but It IS known
that most of the money is to be spent on soil conservation, fencing, irrigation and development of timber
arid other cash crops. Already in the Transkei many
miles of fencing have been erected and the area planted
under pine timber is expanding rapidly. The Government says that it is trying to Africanise the Forestry
Department as fast as it thinks is possible.
Furthermore, the Betterment Schemes on which the
Government is pinning much of its hope for the
development of the Bantustans aim, in the words of a
senior agriculture officer, 'to create a class of peasant
farmers who will be employed full-time on their farms
and who will earn all their income from this work'.
The Government agricultural officers are in fact
working hard to change a society from communal subsistence agriculture to ultimate free-hold peasant
farming. Certainly in the betterment areas the land
is looking infinitely better than it did even two years
ago.
.
The expenditure and hard work sound impressive
and lend strength to the argument that the Bantustan
scheme may after all be the solution to our problems.
W I L SON, a South African took a
science degree at the University of Cape Town
and the economics tripos at Cambridge. He has
recently made a first-hand study of economic conditions in the Transkei.
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To assess the significance of this proposed dev~lol?ment,
I shall criticise the plan first of all from WIthIn. .tP~<
Bantustan context itself and then, secondly, from WIthin the· overall economic and political picture- of South
Africa as a whole.
A basic practical criticism of the development pl~n
is that the Government is not prepared to ~llow whIte
entrepreneurs or white capital into any Bantustan. Tht?
Government emphasises its anxiety to protect ~eople
from exploitation and to give them the opportumty of.
developing entrepreneurial ability. ~ et witho~t.cap~tal
and without people capable of ensurIng that thIS capIt~1
is used to the best possible advantage no economy can
develop. In ~uth Africa the people. at pr~sent most
able for various reasons, to make this partIcula~ contrib~tion to economic development are the whites..
So much could be learned from the Gezira cotton
scheme in the Sudan where European capitalists,. the
Sudanese Government, and the local peasants . co~
operated, each with cle~rly defined responsib.ilities ~~d
a share in the profits, In one of the most InterestIng
and successful agricultural cash-crop enterprises in th~
world. The problem of course would. be to find. a really
.
good cash-crop for the Transkei.
Another criticism is that while R114 million seems
a lot of money i~ does not look so good when one
remembers that this is for the economic developmen~
of 80% of our population over the next.Jive years whil.e
in white areas the Government plans to spend R450
million on the Orange River Project and Rl,500. million
on such state-run enterprises as Iscor, Escom ap.d Sasol.
Admittedly much of this 'white' development will mean
higher '.black' wages as well but African workers are
only to be tolerated in these places so long as they are.
useful as workers.
.
Furthermore while much of the Transkei Development Plan looks commendable and has much in c<;)mmon with Nyasaland's Plan it is my belief' that the
psychology of development demands that people feel
they are entirely responsible for their own plan.
Nyasalanders are likely to listen to what Dr. Banda
has to say about the necessity for hard work, drive
and enthusiasm in order to develop their country
because he is their chosen leader. The citizens of the
Transkei are not likely to listen to what Mr. de Wet
Nel or Chief Kaizer Matanzima have to say because
these men are not their chosen leaders and the people
have no country which they may call their own.
The most' important criticism of the development
plan is summed up in the words of one of the' senior
agriculturalists in the Transkei who said to me: "E~en
when the land is fully developed' and peasant farmIng
is properly established the agriculture of the Transkei
will only be able to support one-third of the people at
present living here." As the Transkei contains some of
the best farm land in the Republic we may assume this
figure to be equally true of other Bantustans. Thus we
have the remarkable fact that unless important industries can be established in these areas the Bantu
homelands will only pr<?vide a living for one-third~
let us say one-half to allow for bus drivers, tax collectors, cobblers, traders etc.-of those living there. But
we know from the latest census that only one-third of
the African population of South Africa actually lives
119

in the "Reserves". In other words this much publicised
economic development of the Bantustans will 'ultimately
only provide work and incomes for one half of. onethird-that is one-sixth of the population whose homelands these are supposed to be.
The Government reply to these criticisms is that this
is exactly why they are developing border industries.
White capitalists are free to develop these while the
black labour lives close enough to avoid upsetting the
whole political structure of the country if it works
there. While, for social reasons, one fully supports as
much decentralisation of the economy as is possible
and welcomes the development of such places as Pinetown, East London and Port Elizabeth, yet one must
point out that border indus~ries h':lv~ their li~itati0!1s.
It is not clear ·how many Industnabsts contemplatIng
building a new factory would choose East London in
preference to Cape Town or the Reef even if. he were
offered cheap sites and, perhaps, subsidi~ed transport.
Certainly the manager of .one of the bI~gest b~rder
industries said to me that if he was startIng agaIn he
would never start a border industry because the main
market for his product was on the Reef and the transport costs of getting the finished product from th~
factory to the consumer were much too high for his
goods to be really competitive. This would not be true
of all factories but certainly does limit the extent to
which such places as East London can develop.
Furthermore even if sufficient industry was developed
near East London this would not be of much comfort
to the man living on half an economic unit near
Umtata, 150.miles away. Must he move ·to town and
only see his family during his annual holiday or wh.~n
he can afford the time and money to make a 300 mIle
journey by bus? Or if ·he is allowed to take his family
to town with him and is fortunate enough to get a
house to live in of what use is Transkei Independence
to him then?
Bantustan goes much deeper
than some minor criticisms of the five-year agricultural
plan: it is intimately bound up ~ith the ~hole ec<?nomic development of South AfrIca-partIcularly sIn~e
the discovery of diamonds in 1867, which marks our
birth as an industrial nation.
Economically South Africa is the most advanced
country in Africa but like the rest of the continent she
is in the midst of an industrial revolution similar to
those through which North America, Western Europe,
Russia, and Japan have passed. Marx and Keynes have
taught us that the most powerful forces behind this
revolution are economic but it would be true to say
that in Africa these economic forces are being greatly
strengthened by social, religious and political forces as
well. In any industrial. revolution towns grow in size
while more and more people move off the land into
urban factories. With the development of agricultural
techniques fewer people a~e able to produce more food
and, as the demand for food does not increase much
faster than the increase in population, the peopJe no
longer needed for food-production have to produce
other things which people want, e.g~ clothes, m<;>torcars and gramophone records. Pt 'under-developed'
countries anything between 80-100%, of the people live
BUT OUR CRITICISM OF
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in . rural areas while in the most economically 'developed' countries only 20% of the people will live on
farms while the other 80% live in towns or cities.
South Africa is no exception: as the economy
developed, the industrial areas grew in size while more
and more people moved off the land. A hundred years
ago Johannesburg did not exist: today, because of gold,
more than a million people live there on one of the
most densely populated spots on earth. The other
industrial areas-Cape Town, Port Elizabeth, East
London and Durban-have developed where they did
mainly because the cheap transport by sea enabled
them to start as trading towns. Most of the big cities
of the world are situated near the sea or on some big
navigable river. The point is that, apart from certain
developments in the Free State because of the new
gold-fields, the industrial areas of South Africa are fixed
and people must move to the factories: seldom are
the factories able to move to the people. Only if gold,
oil or some other valuable mineral is discovered in the
Bantustans will they become economically viable with
their prese~t populations. The development of South
Africa has been absolutely dependent on the movement
of labour to the big cities.
After the First World War as the South African
industrial revolution gathered momentum thousands of
'poor-whites' moved off the land to become urban
workers in the cities of the Republic. After the Second
World War thousands more men, this time 'poor-blacks'
moved from country to town. This movement continues
at an even greater pace today: between 1951 and 1960
the population of Johannesburg increased from
884,000 to 1,111,000 the major increase having been
in the African sector. In Port Elizabeth the White
pop~lation increased from 79 to 95 thousand while the
Black population increased from 65 to 114 thousand.
The same trend is visible in all the other cities of the
Republic and will continue in this direction, as more
and more people, of all races, move off the land into
the industrial areas. South Africa is already far
advanced along the road towards having a fully integrated economy.
But Bantustan Policy theoretically wishes to reverse
this whole trend. If the Government means what it
says it would ultimately like to see all the 11 million
Africans in this country living in the Bantu Homelands.
Does the Government wish all these people to work
there? If so who is going to man the industrial economy
of the country? If not does the Government envisage
a permanent migratory labour system?
It is not a coincidence that ~ith the passing of the
Transkei Constitution Act the Government has
introduced a Bantu Laws Amendment Bill which even
in its. latest 'moderate' form ensures that very few
Africans have a right to live in any town. In fact the
Black man will only be tolerated in town as long as his
labour is needed, but his wife, his children, his hopes
and· his aspirations must confine themselves to a 'homeland' which is perhaps 500 miles away. In Paarl the
ratio of African men to women is 4: 1; in Langa 8: 1
while a survey of the Keiskammahoek district in the
Ciskei showed that amongst the people between 20
and 45 years old the women outnumbered the men by
at least 2 to 1. But the Bantustan dream is used to
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justify this system of migratory labour, which is inseparably part of the whole structure of Apartheid.
Migratory labour is socially disastrous, economically
stupid and morally rotten and yet it is the lynch-pin of
Government policy.
But opponents of the Government are told that in
spite of the difficulties Apartheid, Bantustan or 'eiesoortige ontwikkeling' is the only solution of an almost
insoluble problem. After all Africans in the South have
a better standard of living than anywhere else in Africa
and relations between White masters and their Black
servants are in many cases good. But our opposition
to 'Separate Development' goes deeper than this:

perhaps it can be summed up best in the words of the
old Chinese prov~rb·: 'To feed a man without loving
him is. to treat him like a pig; To love a man without
respecting him is to treat .him like a house-hold pet.
While one may commend the development of agriculture and industry taking place in the Bantustans one
must realise that this by itself will solve no problems.
In fact so long as Bantustan is used as an excuse to
avoid tackling realistically the economic and political
problems of this country it must be condemned as the
fraud that it is. The future of South Africa lies not
in the country districts but in the cities: and the
sooner white South Africans realise this, the better. •

MOyambique
Writing

be subject to interrogation, arrest, jailing, and having
his works confiscated. The atmosphere is stifling for
free expression and the mass of activity in spite of this
.
is encouraging and remarkable.
The most important poet in M09ambique, and one
of great standing in the local literary world is Jose
Creaverinha, a Coloured man. Born in Louren90
Marques in 1922 he received the benefits of a very
limited education, and is essentially self-taught. Speaking to him through an interpreter I realised that this
was a· man of high intellectual grasp, expressive in
language and strongly feeling his Colouredism. His
knowledge of Portuguese literature is phenomenal, and
his use of .language strong and forceful. He finds his
inspiration in everyday happenings and recreates out
of this rich imagery and symbolism.
In his poem "Latitude Zero" he deplores the fact
that the house of his dead mother, has been broken
down at the discretion of the landowner, and in its
place is a desecration of all that his ancestors had
stood for.
Listen to his plaintive tones when he speaks of the
past
.

RICHARD

RIV E

on a Farfield Foundation Fellowship to study literary trends in Africa I received
information from many authorities that very little if
anything was happening up the East Coast. I was told
that only two people in Kenya were writing short
stories, and that besides that there was nothing else,.
It was therefore with a sense of hopelessness that I
arrived in the pleasant and remarkably clean capital
of M09'lmbique, Loure.n90 Marques. I was pleasantly
surprised to find that there was a fever of literary
activity, that writers were writing.. and arguments were
raging and that there was a flourish of creative work.
Louren90 Marques wears a fa9ade. of prosperity, wellbeing and stability highly conducive to literary
production. I was soon disillusioned. I saw more
soldiers, both black and white, in the streets than I had
ever come across in South Africa. Security Police and
spies were, everywhere. South Africa it is said is a
frightened country. M09ambique is a cautious and
frightened province. Portugal uses strong-arm methods
in order to establish compliance and su~mission, and
this self-conscious feudalistic approach makes for a
stultification in free expression.
An incongruity in South African policy is the· fact
that very seldom if ever is creativity in art forms ever,
stifled because it is critical of situations. In fact the
only literature from the Republic which has any
guarantee of selling abroad are works higWy critical of
the regime. I couldn't imagine a highly successful proapartheid novel or poem. Writers openly attack the
system, are published and are read both inside and
outside the Republic. Internal censorship has temporarily had to retreat before public opinion. In
M09ambique things are different. Here the writer is
suspect if he becomes critical of the status quo. He can
WHEN SETTING OUT

R I V E, has had numerous stories
published in periodicals and anthologies here and
abroad. He is Q Cape Town schoolmaster and is at
present touring Africa and Europe.
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In this place, where the father of your father's father
In sunshine and rain
Through two moons of work
Had built it (the house of reed walls) up.

He continues,

.

And where your grave lies, mother,
Under the Mafura trees bowed down by golden fruit,
Wnere beer fermented for the mass of Madala Matsinhe
Walls of cement now heavily weigh.

His bitterness reaches a climax when he says,
Registered in the lines of a plan
In the deeds office of the district,
Sleep your perpetual sleep, mother,
.. today it is (that) this house of reed walls
And 35 plants of the manioca
Are crushed by the threads of steel
Of the monster caterpillar of the concession owner.

He reaches the depths of his despair when he realises
the hopelessness
In this 'Latitude Zero' of this plot of snakes and stones,
In this black reserve where now we live,
We, black men, black women,
Black children.

M09ambique poetry by no means always rests at this
negative level of despair. Creaverinha himself writes
in varying moods. The painter and poet Malngatana
shoots a wry smile at the Magai9a, the Portuguese
African who goes to work in the South African mines,
and spending all his money on some South African
moll, comes back empty-handed, and is forced to work
121

in the road-gang in order to pay his taxes.
Listen. to the simplicity of his lyricism as he says,
Magai~a, Magai~a, Magai~.

Oh the pennies and the shillings
Which you' have not brought, back.
Your 'shilling band is empty.
Where did you put it,

Magai~a?

.your wife and children

are weeping
Because they want to eat
And they say, father, husband, give us.
That South Mrican miss
Who led you astray when you were returning,
All that she told you were lies
,
And you forgot everything, and your family.
Magai~a, Magai~a, Magai~a,

. You have come back without money,
, To pay your taxes.
You'll be sent to the road-gang.

The simplicity and directness and closeness to the
theme is reminiscent of Langston Hughes, the American negro poet. Valente Malangatana was born in
Marracuene in the Regedoria Magaia under Chief
Diqua .Magaia in 1936. His early life is symptomatic
of emergent Africa, filled with witch-doctors, superstition, heart-breaks at families tom apart while the
breadwinner is sweating in South African mines.
Encouraged materially and creatively by the M09ambique ~rchitect, Amancio Guedes, he has developed a
place.. for himself as a talented painter as well as a
poet· still close to the rumbustiousness of emergent
Africa. In "To The Anxious Mother" he describes his
birth.
· . . but grandmother who seemed like a madwoman
Always looking and looking again,
Because the flies came at me,
And the mosquitoes .harried me,
God who also watched over me,
Was myoId granny's friend.

Notice the richness of his metaphorical usage in his
poem "In The Cool Waters of the River."
· .. Women's hair shall be the blanket
Over my coffin when another Artist
Calls me to Heaven to paint me.

Rui Knopfli is a poet of different calibre. A young
white man, he is as thoroughly part of Africa in roots
and. identification so as to belie any notions of an
African Personality mystique. His poetry is rich in
imagery, ably assisted by a strong metaphysical backing, whether nostalgic and tender as in his poem
"Deanie and some Jazz"
I t was like an echo of memories
past
of things long buried
And suddenly
.
all became clear.
· . . and then we would stick again
To Brubeck and Desmond
Playing the records oyer and over.'

or when in his 'Monotonous Song' he speaks feelingly
of the Africans in the Johannesburg bus boycott,
'a .man' staring
. . and walking on the other
.side of the sidewalk.
A dark-skinned man

~is

sympathies

a~e

obyious when he says,

'.but a man. just the same
A man, a thousand men,
A million, ten million men',
All by himself,
Ten million men.
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Although the M09ambique poets seem to be, and are
strongly affected by what is happening next door to
them in the Republic of South Africa, there is also
soul-searching and introspection into matters directly
related to them. I met the poet Virgilio de Lemos three
weeks after he had spent more than a year in prison on
charges against the security of the regime. A modest,
unassuming man with kindly, laughing eyes, he has
become a local hero in spite of himself. His is the kind
of spirit that cannot be cramped by laws and statute
books, and his obvious love and identification with his
country causes him to write poems about injustices
which he feels detract from the essential significance
and role of his homeland. If humanitarianism and
ide·ntification with the underdog are treasonable
offences., then Virgilio de Lemos is' guilty. Here is a
white man Africa can be proud to call one of her sons.
In his collection Poemas do tempo presente in which
appears his poem "The City", he, sees hope for the
future when he says,
Louren~o

Marques!
Your tradition
Will appear in the blood of your children
Tomorrow.

There is a universality about his entreaties for understanding and brotherhood.
The children of the Mamanas
And our children
Will use fraternal greetings,
And Byixile and 'Good Day'
Will be heard everyday
In an everyday language'

He realises that the guarantee for the future will onI:
be reached through sacrifice and suffering,
The blood of those who die
In turn
Will strengthen new souls
With purer feelings
And nobler gestures
When distant parallels fuse
And express only love.

I consider this to be one of the most powerful expressions against any forms of injustice found in
M09ambique poe,try. In a language rich with imagery
he makes a universal plea,
I do not wish my dream lost
In an unknown space,
Mysteriously.
The happy hour
Of transfigured love
Must be a straight line,
A ~rfect perpendicular
UnIting men without wars,
Men and earth, both dust.

And then his Vision Splendid,
I want the enchantment
Of lilacs and jacaranda
The strong scent of the canho tree
And the sweet murmur
Of your voice, 0 City, that is a melody
Entering the hearts of people
In' nights humid and warm.

The poetry in M09ambique is young, the writers youthful and grappling with new problems. It has assured
itself a place in the literature of e,mergent Africa. In
spite of stultifying restrictions and threats of repression,
the poets are expressing themselves and will continue
to do so.
•
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than not given in passing) or the snide one are made
to stand in for the more extensive commentary th"at
one .is left to imagine Mr. Lasky making elsewhere.
Still, the remarks are clever. His sub-heading "Freud,
Marx and other Witch-doctors" is a good example. So
"
is his opening sentence on Gp-ana:

REVIEWS

"On to Ghana from NigerIa, and the first impression, to
hasty Western eyes," is that one has moved half a century
forward, from, say, 1789 to 1848."

African" Encounters

I may be over-sensitive, but I detect here a note of
condescension which seemed out of place in one trying
•
so hard to be a beginner.

R. N. Nordau
Africa for Beginners by Melvin Lasky (Weidenfeld &

Nicolson)
a co-editor of Encounter, a monthly
magazine whose formula for its great success in recent
years has not included any particular interest in Africa
or what has happened in Africa. It has concentrated
on discussion at a (sometimes self-consciously) high
altitude of the intellectual problems-political as well
as literary-of Europeans.. It is for· this reason, I
suppose, that Mr. Lasky considers himself a beginner
where· things African are concerned.
Perhaps he is-though it would be difficult to believe
this on the evidence. of this book alone. It is a most
engaging piece of work~ 'written with consummate ease,
and replete with fascinating little anecdotes of meetings
with Top People (mostly un-named), conversations with
ordinary folk; extracts from newspapers, and interviews
on controversial subjects (including an excellent one on
'The African Personality', with Ayo Ogunshaye, described here as "one of the most formidable personalities·
in new Africa's young intelligentsia".). It is written
partly in diary form, partly as a series of letters and
partly as reportage of the most sophisticated sort.
It also shows considerable judgment and no small
understanding of just what problems· face the four
countries-Nigeria, Ghana, Sudan and Ethiopia~that
Mr. Lasky has chosen to write about.
Yet it is a disappointing little book. Two things in
particular worried me. The first is Mr. Lasky's decision
to deal only with the four countries he selected, and
the rather facile confession that ·he had avoided describing the settler areas and South Africa-which he
had visited-because "I no longer felt myself to be
a true beginner." Worse still, I think, was his admission
that the real reason was that "ne,w impressions came
to ~e immediately overcast with the dreadful complicatIons of the fiercely entrenched white-black racial
antagonisms." A journalist of Mr. Lasky's experience
and skill could have avoided the pitfalls of hasty
j~dgment without
simply flinking the problems
MELVIN LASKY IS

altogeth~r.

OR ~ULD ~? FOR this is the second aspect of the
book that dIsturbs me. Mr. Lasky tries hard to avoid
presenting his own· views on the situations he describes
in the countries he does deal with. Wherever possible,
he presents views through the mouths of others. Yet
one is left with the impression that, far froin being
able to make judgments, he is simply reluctant to state
the·m. He ~ is "too ea.8~r ". 0 imply criticism, without ever
saying so. As a result the clever remark (more often
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Africa Book Boom
Adrian Leftwich
The Challenge of Afri~a by Dr. K. A. Busia (Praeger

"

Books)

.

.

Handbook of African. Economic Development· by. G.

Benveniste and W. E. Moran Jnr.. (Praeger Books)
fighter. pilots and submarine
captains flooded the post-war novel market, so books
on Africa have, appeared with great rapidity as the
Tiers Monde muscles its· way into the world of affairs.
Surveys and Handbooks to-day, must either be Hailey~ike accounts, or carry a simple yet relevant message,
If they are not to fall short for the aware reader, and
particularly the student of Mrican affairs. Both the
Challenge of Africa an:d the Handbook are short, and
essentially introductory, accounts.

-; JUST AS BOOKS ABOUT

~N AFRICAN HEADS OF State are meeting to map out
new techniques of inter-African co-operation, regional
economic ·planning, African trade areas, and to solve a
host of specialised problems, Dr. Busia's contention
that the essential challenge of Africa is a moral one,
appears a bit unreal. That the highly politicised tensions
of African affairs, in an international context, will draw
on a religious cultural background and that this will
modify and temper the politics of the continent, is
somewhat 19th Century in approach. One cannot help
feeling that Dr Busia is escaping from a milieu in
which his fortunes fell and all through his rather
didactic ("we shall now turn to the problem of . . .")
book, one cannot but notice the side swipes which
are taken at Nkrumah. Perhaps, as a moralist, he should
'forgive~.

His insistence on "the liberties of the people"-without any attempt at· definition of these or the socioeconomic context in which' they will have relevance,
clinches an impression on conventionalism and· conservatism. Little or no allowance is made for the
exigencies arising out of the emergency of development,
nor any attempt made to understand some of the more
temporary (one hopes) limitations on freedom, as it is
conventionally conceived.
As an introduction to soine of the social and cultural
problems arising out of the contact of Africa and
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Europe, and the psychological effects of domination
by the latter of the former, this book will be useful.
Conceptually, and in terms of a basic grasp of the
problems and their solution, Busia 'however cannot
compare'say with Mamadou Dia in his African Nations
and Warld Solidarity-which, while also being a
survey, at least places the problems of Africa into a
context which is real and demands immediate
attention.
BENVENISTE AND MORAN HAVE produced a well-rounded
survey of African economic problems in their handbook.
Apart from a rather thin and. cursory reference to
problems of agricultural and land reform, which is
inadequate, 'most of the essential issues concerning the
economies of Africa are covered, and some usefully
extracted tables of figures and facts back up the text.
Some effort has been made to avoid Cold War terms;
yet the tendency to look at Africa from a Western point
of view-from the point of view of long-term Western
interests is nevertheless present. The unashamed
"Western" approach to Africa is criticised, and while
a refreshing distinction is made between Moscowdominated political movements (which are they?) and
socialist economic principles, the authors still find it

To The Editor
DEAR SIR,-It is a pity that writers on
Mrica (such as Mr. Sale and Mr.
Leather New African 11, 4 and 11, 5)
ignore or neglect factors that must be
taken int~ account if any realistic asses'sment- of man's achievements in- differing
circumstances is to be reached. To discuss the rise, existence ~nd fall of
civilisations in lands of varying latitudes
without either defining what is meant by
"civilisation", or enumerating the conditions necessary for the rise of any
civilisation, cannot fail to be misleading.
Thus Mr. 'Sale attempts to prove that
African "civilisation" was at least
"equal" to that of Europe, using snippets
of information from a variety of largely
unverifiable sources, while Mr. Leather,
citing the same sources, backwards, tries
to prove that Mr. Sale is wrong.
Perhaps these writers should have
pointed out that in the course of. man's
development from savagery to what we
hope he will become, the stage known
as ucivilisation" is reached when he
starts to live in cities, and there masters
the' skills of social economic technical
organisation to such a degree that he is
able to stop thinking about his belly and
devote attention to his soul. When this
stage is reached a ttact of land will
produce its London, Timbuctoo, Cuzco,
Angkor, Athens, Rome or Cairo: but
this stage can be reached only when man
is so in control of the production of
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necessary to warn that "If the West refuses to help ....
or is slow or less effective, the East will reap the
advantage."
Showing that aid and investment in Africa to date,
bas not had the desired effect of bringing African
economieS to a dynamic take-off point, and showing.
too that, from all sides, aid has been motivated primarily
by strategic interests, the authors still hold out some
hope for an institutional apparatus which can channel
aid to Africa.' That aid is needed there can be little
doubt, but one cannot help but feel that already African
nations, are realising that ultimately they are going to',
have to go it alone. They must develop an attitude'
which accepts this fact, and they must no longer hope
that the West will pay its debt, nor the East pay it for
them. Present manifestations of demands for economic
agreements between African countries and the plans
for closer regional co-operation augur well for the
acceptance of this attitude.
The Handbook of African Economic Development
is a useful guide to those who wish to feel their way
into Africa's economic problems, from the point of
view of the political economist" and gives a reasonable
insight into and moderate criticism of, the thinking of
the West on the problems of the 'neutral' nations. e

food that a continuous surplus can be
produced great enough to support a substantial, city dwelling, population. This
condition can only be satisfied if the
soil in which the food is grown is rich
enough to withstand continuous exploitation, and if there is sufficient water
available to support growth.
These conditions exist eminently in
temperate latitudes, and may be taken to
explain the early development of "civilisation" in the Mediterranean basin or
in China, as well as the later development of northern Europe as the seat of
the most advanced technical civilisation
, the world has seen. The Soil of these
regions is rich (in some places in China
and England, for example, it has withstood exploitation for up to a thouSal1-1
years without any noticeable decline in
condition) and the climate is suitable for
agriculture.
The tropical latitudes, within which
almost the whole of Black Mrica falls,
are not blessed with these preconditions
for the rise of cities and the progress
their rise signifies. On the contrary, these
regions are cursed with the presence of
factors which strongly militate against
man's progress on a scale unimaginable
to those whose backgrounds are the product of temperate civilisations:
"We who live in temperate lands firai it
difficult to realise how baneful Nature
can be to man or to understand that
water in streams and swamps may swarm
with dangerous germs, millions of bloodsucking insects may inject deadly microbes into the human body, and the
very soil may be harmful to the touch"
(pierre Gourou The Tropical World, 1961
THE

ed. p 6). Not only man, but also his
animals, essential to the development of
agricultute, are victims of many diseases,
of which the most widespread are probably ·malaria and trypanosomiasis, respectively.
Of the soils,Gourou writes "Tropical
soils are poorer and more fragile than
those of temperate regions. Great care is
needed in using them if their further
impoverishment and destruction are to be
avoided. These conditions give tropical
agriculture a precarious character which
is absent from the temperate belt." (op.
cit. p. 13). The soils are lacking in humus
and in bases, and will support the continuous growth of food crops for not
more than three years, on the average,
after which they must lie fallow for more'
than ten. In a region of endemic disease,
both for himself and his animals, and of
poor and easily destructible soil, it is
hardly surprising that man generally has
not been able to rise above the level of
subsistence farming.
What progress has been made in
tropical agriculture is often the result of
influences from the temperate regions.
Thus the rice-growing civilisations of
South East Asia owe their development
to techniques from temperate China,
while India owes much to links it has
enjoyed for thousands of years with temperate Asia Minor and Europe. Tropical
Africa is separated from the temperate
regions by the largest, widest, most intractable desert in the world.
Let us hope that those who today sit
in judgment over Africa will bear these
factors in mind.
nM ,MEINrJES
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