
South Africa. A possible enemy is the United Nations.
Surely Britain is not that Iooiish we may protest. Is
she self-interested? Two thousand mil lion pounds in
vested in South Africa and recent British attitudes over
the Katanga crisis when the Union Miniere lobby was
forcing policy, indicate a possible attitude in a similar
situation.

ANOTHER ALTERNATIVE is the defence of South Africa
~gainst an Afro-Asian army. This is possible but un
likely, for who could give the logistic backing to such
an operation. The possibility which seems to us most
likely is illustrated by Portugal's use of bombing against
the Angolan Freedom fighters. South Africa's Eastern
and Southern mountain ranges are very inaccessible to
regular troops. The coast line is long also and it will
be difficult to prevent arms and ammunition being
s~uggled .in. When we couple the purchase of these
aircraft with the allocation of R6,OOO,OOO for "bombs,
aircraft ammunition, and pyrotechnics" and the pur
chase of Alouette helicopters and Panhard armoured
cars the picture becomes clearer. The Alouettes prob
ably account for the increase in the aircraft allocation
and the armoured cars for that in the defence vehicles!

Despite recent statements to the contrary South
Africa's army is not being trained for combat in a
limited war. In any case Alouette helicopters are for
the most part too small to be useful in this role. What
the French have used them for extensively is internal
security in Algeria, moving small numbers of troops to
combat guerillas. Similarly Panhard armoured cars
were also used by France against the Algerian Freedom
Army.

What remaining significant increases are there?
Apart from the usual pay, allowances and housing, the
only remaining one of importance is the purchase of a
large amount of locally-made ammunition.

TO WHAT EXTENT WILL any of this beused in the defence
of the West? We state categorically that it will only be
used for the defence of white-dominated South Africa
against other African states (and we are not too sure
about "defence" either) and against the South African
Freedom Army in South Africa. Mr. Wilson may have
been imaginative in his recent statement about atomic
testing grounds, but he was not wrong in deducing co
operation between de Gaullist France and White
Nationalist South Africa.

Turn quickly to another increase, that of five million
rand in the police vote and couple it with a statement
by Brigadier J. C. Reay, the Assistant Commissioner of
Police: "Our aim is to have a reservist for every police
nlan in the force-and there are about ten thousand
\vhites in the force alone. In time the reserve will be
expanded even further". Why we might ask? Is there
a big increase in crime? Statistics do not bear this out.

T?ough we m~y try t? eva.de the answer, it is clearly
?bVIOUS that. WhIte NatI?nabst South Africa is prepar
ing for guerilla war against a South African Freedom
:\rmy. Th~ British and Fre~ch are at present support
mg them either through self Interest or ignorance. What
are their chances of succeeding? Practically nil we
would say, but an assessment of this we must leave to
'another article. •

86

The Dangers
of History

JAMES J. RA\/ELL

HISTORY TEACHING SHOULD STRESS the common
humanity of all peoples, both physical and cultural.
However, it is often abused so as to foster hostility
amongst people within a country or between countries.
Regimes, religions, churches, political parties have
~ade endless attempts to manipulate history in a par
ticular way. Because of the particular political set-up in
South Africa, we have, needless to say, more than our
fair share of such problems. With few exceptions, South
African history can be described as history written
from the "white" man's point of view. That such an
approach makes for the spreading of myths, falsehoods,
inaccuracies, goes without saying. Other examples to
support this thesis are legion. That the problem is
worldwide can be learned from the published findings
of the seminar held by Unesco in Brussels in 1950 on
"Better History Textbooks".

THE USE of HISTORY AS a divisive force in inter-human
relationships may also lie in the presentation of a
particular historical image as an "eternal" image. Such
an image has usually been formed way back in the past
and in different circumstances. Its deliberate re-iteration
in the present, when conditions are vastly different, is
calculated to preserve it for all time. Such a static
image always forms part of the ideological armoury of
privileged groups who wish t.o retain what they have.
Supported by the state such distorted images find their
way into official and semi-official history textbooks.
This development is especially dangerous, for, the
young .and impressionable are very much taken in by
the written word and are therefore not in a position to
detect and COU!lter propaganda and outmoded opinions.
If the teacher 18 not wakeful his pupils will be indoctri
nated and sooner or later expound and defend preju
dices as "facts",

Such an attitude cultivated in schools will lead to
intolerance towards other groups who are more often
than not seen as the present descendants of "erstwhile
enemies." As we have said, the motive will be the
preservation of a particular social order or privileged
position. The effect , however, is that history is being
used as an agency of hate and intolerance. The mythi
cal approach to history, being devoid of fact and

. J A M E S J. R A VEL L is a teacher in Cape
Town, and was the translator into Airikaans of
Bertrand Russell's Why I am not a Christian
(1960). He gained first prize for Africa in the
World Essay Contest arranged by the International
Humanist and Ethical Union, Utrecht, Holland; in
1959
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reason, cannot last long. Until it has successfully been
rejected, however, much harm would have been done
to peaceful inter-human relations.

Within the boundaries of one state such an abuse of
history cannot but lead to antagonisms and unnecessary
barriers between fellow human beings. In South Africa
today it has already become a sickening phenomenon
to all those who ' take a scientific view of history and
who see in the country only human beings and not
artificially created (statutory) groups who, by the opera
tion of some universal law, it seems, cannot live har
moniously together, to hear

"pronouncements and directives which emanate regularly
from Ministers of State, Administrators, Superintendents
General of Education, predikant-rnisanthropes and lesser
notaries of the present regirne in regard to the kind of
history that should be taught in schools for Whites, in order
to bolster and buttress a tottering apartheid ideology.'
From the public platforms in South Africa history is

not used to foster a true spirit of inter-human under
standing. It is rather abused to serve, as has been
said, a particular section of the population and its
privileged position. It is not used to make us, as civi
lised beings, more aware of our mutual interdependence
and common humanity.

That South Africa is not the only country where
outmoded images are today publicly paraded as "facts",
again in order to bolster a particular ideology, may be
gathered from the following statement of a delegate to
a conference of Negro writers held in New York in
1959:

HIn organised campaigns and as individuals, members of
this group should bring pressure to bear on public schools
and libraries and on press, television, and radio to dissemi
nate greater quantities of information and more truthful
information about Negroes. They should urge school ad
ministrators to include in the 'courses of study many books
that represent the Negro honestly and that show his contri
bution to our culture. They must ask public libraries to
purchase a large number of sound books by and about
Negroes . . . They must press the controllers of radio and
television for music, news, and drama that accurately reflect
Negro life in our culture.">
The scientific practice of history can only be per

formed correctly if we have regard for the truth and
factual material. If history, whether written or taught,
is subservient to Church, State or Party, it becomes
obvious that we can no longer speak of the practice
of history and Science.

THE WAY HISTORY IS TAUGHT influences the outlook of
the young and impressionable with regard to the place
of their country in the world, and an insular outlook,
a fierce nationalism can engender international tensions
and rivalries. A rabid nationalist may thus foster chau
vinism and kindle the flames of hatred towards other
nations who may be seen as economic, ideological or
imperialist rivals. In this manner history is abused in
the name of nationalism, a factor that increases tensions
between countries and leads to war.

The findings of the 1950 Unesco seminar group that
studied textbooks on the role of nationalism are inte
resting. The group concerned concluded that

"excessive nationalism was exhibited not only in history
textbooks, but also in those of literature, geography and
music. For instance, even historical atlases were found to
use colours and other devices in order to favour the
national point of view.":'
Amongst elements in textbooks that were particularly
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harmful was the use of "stereotypes;' which were super
ficial and misleading. Here are a few examples of such
ideas: "The British are all children of perfidious Al
bion." "The Chinese are cruel and secretive". "The
French are immoral pleasure-lovers". "The Germans
are militaristic". "The Italians are lazy".' Such mis
leading generalisations, says the group report, must be
avoided at all costs.

We in South Africa are all too familiar with the
misleading generalisations about "Non-Whites" found
not only in general history textbooks, but also in books
on education," in prose works, both English5and.
Afrikaans.'

It is said that prior to World War I the children in
England were taught that "Germany is the enemy"
whilst their German counterparts had to chant: "Eng
land ist der Feind:" In the present-day United States
of America sympathy with Russia, China or the eastern
European countries is almost taboo. The struggle
against the "eastern bloc" has become an obsession to
most Americans. One recalls the excesses that charac
terised McCarthyism some years ago. Even today
people with known Communist sympathies are not per
mitted to leave the U.S. freely. This "red bogey" is part
of the reason why the v.S.A., with its allies, refuses to
allow the country with the largest population in the
world admittance to the United Nations. Organisation.
In South Africa, again, one hears constant ravings
about so-called dangers-"swart gevaar", "Rooi ge
vaar", etc. The people \vho shout like this forget perhaps
that the mentality and ideology that they represent
constitute a very real "wit gevaar" to the vast majority
of South Africans!

HISTORY TEACHING IN the hands of nationalists can be
very dangerous. This has been borne out by scientific
investigators who probed the causes of the World Wars.
They learnt that before the wars history was used to
stress national aspirations, aggrandisement etc. at the
expense of other states. It was discovered that the atti
tudes that were moulded in the classrooms contributed
considerably to the atmosphere and emotional climate
that led to the outbreak of the World Wars. In these
classroom untruths, half-truths, intolerance and distor
tions were inculcated into the young so that the out
come was a youth that was supra-nationalistic, ego
centric and most insular in mental outlook."

This was especially true of countries like Nazi Ger
many and Fascist Italy. Thus the allies forbade the
teaching of history in West German schools shortly
after the war. It was only long after the end of the
"catastrophe", when entirely new history books were

] John Veritas: "The Teaching of History (V)", The Educa-
tional Journal, April 1961, p. 12. .

~ American Society of African Culture: The A merican Negro
Writer and His Roots, p. 62.

3 Unesco, Better History Textbooks, p. 12.
4 Ibid, p. 12.
5 See E.G. Pells: 300 years of Education in South Africa.
6 See S. G. Millin's God's Stepchildren.
7 See :rvIikro's Toiings etc.
R F. A. Van Jaarsveld en J. 1. Raderneyer Teorie en metodiek

vir Geskiedenisonderrig, pp. 88-91. Also F. A. van Jaarsveld:
"Nasionalisme en Internasionalisme in die hededagse G e
skiedenisonderrig", Onderwysblad, Johannesburg 1 April
1961 pp. 17-18.
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printed for general use, that the West German youth
were allowed to study the past, including their country's
immediate past, again." The new books and methods
'of teaching would, it was hoped, rid the country of the
myths and legends that were so rife in the 1930's in
Germany." History had now come to serve the new
vision of mankind as one as exemplified by the found
ing of the D.N.O.

The past must be studied so that we may discern
what factors were conducive to .division amongst nations
and what made for international understanding. I

The Mistake
A Story

JAMES MATTHEWS

FRIDAY EVENING AND the streets of District Six were
filled with people glad that the work-day week was at
an end and two days of muscle-relieving to come. They
showed their appreciation in many ways and some had
started earlier than others. Robbie Stevens was one of
the early ones. He was drunk, pleasantly so, and as he
rocked on his heels he looked at the world with a bene
volence he would not accord it otherwise. For the
moment this world consisted of a narrow, slum street
with houses huddled together and all in need of a
covering of paint to hide the exposed bricks where the
plaster had crumbled under the onslaught of many a
winter's rain. Two inhabitants of his world approached
him-a small boy and a large dog. The boy stuck out
his tongue at him and the dog urinated on his trousers
in passing. He shrugged off both philosophically, his
benevolence undiminished.

"Where issa moon tonight?" He sang, his voice loud
and unmelodious.

.A hawker, homeward bound, pulled his barrow to a
halt next to him.
. "How's it forra dop?" the hawker asked, voice hope
ful. Robbie Stevens shook his head regretfully. "I'm
sorry,ou pellie. Die Joep is klaar. Hard lines."

"Take some fruit home forra merrum and die kids."
The hawker tried another line. "I give it to you cheap,
special price. Luverly bananas. Sixteen forra bob. You
.can't go wrong with bananas."
. More out of sympathy than need he exchanged his
shilling for a parcel of bananas and the hawker pushed
on with his barrow.

He stripped a banana, shoved it into his mouth, and
with two swift bites swallowed it. He wiped his mouth
clean with the sleeve of his jacket and continued his
lament of love lost.

'''Cause I'm so blue without you."
He stopped as two old women drew abreast. They

were dressed in black from head to foot and their jaws

J A M E S M A T THE W s has had a collection of
short stories published in Sweden, others in an
thologies, and a first novel accepted for publication.
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should say that in the teaching of history it becomes
our moral duty to stress the latter and expose and
minimise the former. Thus international goodwill and
peace should be our goals and not chauvinism, national
ism, bigotry, isolationism which very often harbour the
germs of war. •

9 F. A,. van Jaarsveld : article cited, p. 17.
10 Occasionally, however, one still hears of outbreaks of anti

semitism in West Germany. This is not altogether surprising,
for, many Germans who had served under Hitler now hold
high official posts in West Germany.

worked industriously.
Their bonnets were of dark straw, decorated with

withered blossoms, and their two-piece costumes no
longer fashionable. Shoes with short, squat heels, the
front long-pointed, covered their feet. The v of their
necks, the only splash of colour, held identical blue
scarves, each adorned with an old-fashioned cameo
brooch the size of a pigeon's egg.

"Good evening, mums. What's up?" he asked them,
head held quizically.

They walked on~ ignoring him, leaving behind a smell
of musty cupboards tempered with the fragrance of
peppermint drops. "Daai's mossie nice nie, mums" he
rebuked them, adding, HAnd I was going to give you
a banana."
. They crossed the street and stopped at a door. Paus

ing for an instant, they tugged and jabbed at their
clothing then entered. Before the door swung shut on
them Robbie Stevens heard the sound of people sing
ing. The tune sounded vaguely familiar. He recognised
it. As he muttered the words of the hymn his tongue
played him false and the words tumbled incoherently
over each other.

AS IF THEIR ENTRY DECIDED the issue, he swayed across
the street and knocked -at the door. His knocking was
longer and louder than he intended and when the door
opened he was with his fist upraised, surprise etched on
his features. "Ja, wat wil jy he?" He thrust the parcel
of bananas at her and lunged past without replying.
. From a room nearest the door swelled a volume of
sound and relayed by the people lining the passage to
those in the kitchen.

Pressing forward he had a glimpse, over the many
heads in front of him, of a brown, polished coffin with
shiny, brass handles twinkling in the lamplight.

Those he pressed upon turned their heads and looked
with indignation at his crumpled clothing. The rent in
his shirt and the jacket flaked with dried vomit. His
hair awry!' eyes bloodshot, and his thick, coffee-coloured
lips aslack, revealing an inner-lining pink like the inside
of a shell. They parted and he was in front. He was not
cowed by the affronted respectability of those seated
around the coffin.

'Let the water and the blood,
From they riven side had flowed,'
The voices were a mixed lot. Broken-down basses,

quavery sopranos, and a few young tenors serving as a
rallying force. He joined in, his voice out of key on the
high notes.

The singing stopped and he shuffled forward to peer
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