
"I am not a Liberal," he replied and promptly
changed to a lukewarm Nationalist (it is intere.sting to
note that supporting the V.P. never entered hIS head,
as it has no policy). .

It must be obvious by now that there IS some
immature thinking in schoolboy politics, but we will
all have a vote at the next General Election. Something
must be done to save our country from political dis
ruption in the youth. What? I do not know.

I HAVE DISCUSSED the conservative side. What about
the liberal wing? I know white boys who will play
and enjoy tennis and football with African counterparts,
but one notices there is some tension between black and
white. One does not seem to relax fully. Soon, I hope,
this will all disappear, but when?

BUT THE LIBERAL schoolboy is a staunch one. Once I
went to a friend but I was told by his mother that he
was having extra art lessons although he should have
been in by then. As I was going he arrived. "Where
have you been?" his mother asked.

"Oh, just converting a V.P. friend," he answered.

FINALLY HERE ARE some quotations illustrating the
mentality of some schoolboys.

"If the Progs get into power we will be thrown out
in ten years."

"The Progs only want to give all the land to the
'kaijirs' ."

"We civilized South Africa, so why can't vve rule it?"
"The Progs are traitors-as bad as the Liberals." ,
"We made the roads in Johannesburg, so why can t

the smelling 'kaffirs' be kept off them."

TO EVERYONE it must be obvious that the European
youth are a stronghold of the Government. But the
horrifying part is that nothing can be done, or can
it? ~
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Defending
the Indefensible
Towards an assessment. of
South Africa's military future

PETER WARREN

ON THURSDAY 21 MARCH 1963 Dr. Donges presented his
budget to the South African House of f\sseI?bly. ~hile

economists in South Africa seem cautious In consider
ing this a boom budget we have no such reservations.
We are quite sure it is a boom bud.ge~. However the
boom they anticipate is on~ of ~conomlc de~elopme~t

whereas the boom we anticipate IS the explosion of SIX
million rand's worth of aircraft bombs (how many are
napalm or incendiary"), twenty-three and a half million
rand of locally manufactured munitions, ably assisted
by many hundreds of French helicopters and armoured
cars.

Whatever else they may be the present South African
Government are not fools. In recent years they have
subtly and quietly armed themselves with the power to
control all industry in the country. (See for example
the recent law empowering labour officers to decide
'what labour is in the public interest.) They are aware
how vulnerable the South African economy is and that
even small groups of guerillas operating intelligently
can completely paralyse the c~untry. T~e~ know they
will need martial law and National SOCIalIst type con
trol to keep even essential services running. They know
that with the numbers they will require in the Burger
mag and in the Ruiterwag, economic activity will be
seriously restricted. They will not have enough men to
man the pumps and fight the enemy. Thus they must
stockpile now for the inevitable.. .

Bearing this in mind let us consider briefly recent
defence allocations and purchases. Details of defence
expenditure are hard to acquire for security reasons but
one recent contract made public was the purchase of
thirty Buccaneer strike aircraft from Britain. These are
supposedly for "Western Defence." In what way we
may ask can these assist "West~rn Defen~e"~ If the
West is at war with the Communist block It will more
than likely be nuclear and thirty Buccaneers however
ably handled will be of no signi~cance. If the ~ar is
limited the danger to convoys USIng the Cape will be
from submarines and these aircraft will still be of little
use.

What other dangers are there that might conceivably
justify the use of these aircraft? Limited war .wit?
another nation? With whom then? The only real Iikeli
hood is the South African Government's defence of

PET E R WAR R EN, a South African, served
with the British Army, and at present lives abroad.
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South Africa. A possible enemy is the United Nations.
Surely Britain is not that Iooiish we may protest. Is
she self-interested? Two thousand mil lion pounds in
vested in South Africa and recent British attitudes over
the Katanga crisis when the Union Miniere lobby was
forcing policy, indicate a possible attitude in a similar
situation.

ANOTHER ALTERNATIVE is the defence of South Africa
~gainst an Afro-Asian army. This is possible but un
likely, for who could give the logistic backing to such
an operation. The possibility which seems to us most
likely is illustrated by Portugal's use of bombing against
the Angolan Freedom fighters. South Africa's Eastern
and Southern mountain ranges are very inaccessible to
regular troops. The coast line is long also and it will
be difficult to prevent arms and ammunition being
s~uggled .in. When we couple the purchase of these
aircraft with the allocation of R6,OOO,OOO for "bombs,
aircraft ammunition, and pyrotechnics" and the pur
chase of Alouette helicopters and Panhard armoured
cars the picture becomes clearer. The Alouettes prob
ably account for the increase in the aircraft allocation
and the armoured cars for that in the defence vehicles!

Despite recent statements to the contrary South
Africa's army is not being trained for combat in a
limited war. In any case Alouette helicopters are for
the most part too small to be useful in this role. What
the French have used them for extensively is internal
security in Algeria, moving small numbers of troops to
combat guerillas. Similarly Panhard armoured cars
were also used by France against the Algerian Freedom
Army.

What remaining significant increases are there?
Apart from the usual pay, allowances and housing, the
only remaining one of importance is the purchase of a
large amount of locally-made ammunition.

TO WHAT EXTENT WILL any of this beused in the defence
of the West? We state categorically that it will only be
used for the defence of white-dominated South Africa
against other African states (and we are not too sure
about "defence" either) and against the South African
Freedom Army in South Africa. Mr. Wilson may have
been imaginative in his recent statement about atomic
testing grounds, but he was not wrong in deducing co
operation between de Gaullist France and White
Nationalist South Africa.

Turn quickly to another increase, that of five million
rand in the police vote and couple it with a statement
by Brigadier J. C. Reay, the Assistant Commissioner of
Police: "Our aim is to have a reservist for every police
nlan in the force-and there are about ten thousand
\vhites in the force alone. In time the reserve will be
expanded even further". Why we might ask? Is there
a big increase in crime? Statistics do not bear this out.

T?ough we m~y try t? eva.de the answer, it is clearly
?bVIOUS that. WhIte NatI?nabst South Africa is prepar
ing for guerilla war against a South African Freedom
:\rmy. Th~ British and Fre~ch are at present support
mg them either through self Interest or ignorance. What
are their chances of succeeding? Practically nil we
would say, but an assessment of this we must leave to
'another article. •
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The Dangers
of History

JAMES J. RA\/ELL

HISTORY TEACHING SHOULD STRESS the common
humanity of all peoples, both physical and cultural.
However, it is often abused so as to foster hostility
amongst people within a country or between countries.
Regimes, religions, churches, political parties have
~ade endless attempts to manipulate history in a par
ticular way. Because of the particular political set-up in
South Africa, we have, needless to say, more than our
fair share of such problems. With few exceptions, South
African history can be described as history written
from the "white" man's point of view. That such an
approach makes for the spreading of myths, falsehoods,
inaccuracies, goes without saying. Other examples to
support this thesis are legion. That the problem is
worldwide can be learned from the published findings
of the seminar held by Unesco in Brussels in 1950 on
"Better History Textbooks".

THE USE of HISTORY AS a divisive force in inter-human
relationships may also lie in the presentation of a
particular historical image as an "eternal" image. Such
an image has usually been formed way back in the past
and in different circumstances. Its deliberate re-iteration
in the present, when conditions are vastly different, is
calculated to preserve it for all time. Such a static
image always forms part of the ideological armoury of
privileged groups who wish t.o retain what they have.
Supported by the state such distorted images find their
way into official and semi-official history textbooks.
This development is especially dangerous, for, the
young .and impressionable are very much taken in by
the written word and are therefore not in a position to
detect and COU!lter propaganda and outmoded opinions.
If the teacher 18 not wakeful his pupils will be indoctri
nated and sooner or later expound and defend preju
dices as "facts",

Such an attitude cultivated in schools will lead to
intolerance towards other groups who are more often
than not seen as the present descendants of "erstwhile
enemies." As we have said, the motive will be the
preservation of a particular social order or privileged
position. The effect , however, is that history is being
used as an agency of hate and intolerance. The mythi
cal approach to history, being devoid of fact and
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