
And before the Prophet he spoke:
"I am an elephant, I am a lion
I n1ake women into widows,
they wiJl remain on the battlefield weeping'.

God has created mc,
and given me a strong ar111,
He has chosen my sword for mc,
He has detern1ined that I should handle it".

If the reader thinks that it is not an expression of poetic
elegance to refer to the widows of one's enemies, then he
should also read Shakespeare:

" ... for many a thousand widows
shall this his mock 1110ck out of their dear husbands
}'1ock Mothers frdm their sons, mock castles do\vn ..."

I-fE RY V

PROSE

Needless to say, Swahili is an adul t language. In
this language can be expressed what cann~t be e~~

pressed in most African tribal languages. ThIS Swahlh
language has all the potential wealth ~nd resourc~s

needed for the representation of human Ideas. That IS
why S\vahili first became the intertribal language as far
as the Sudan border and the Lomami River, later the
language used in contact 'with Europeans .and Asians
(the Indians in East Africa have an admlTabl~ com
mand of Swahili), then the language of educatIon. As
such it was abolished last year in Kenya but is now
reintroduced by the ne\v Government. Fi~ally, Swahili
became the national language of TanganyIka, Katanga
and Zanzibar and it may well acquire national status
in Kenya. It is the undisputed intertribal language of
Kivu and Stanleyville Provinces.

No other African language is so intensely studied by
Europeans. More books have been printed in Swahili
than in any other African language.

There are more authors writing in Swahili than in
any other African language. Most of them, as we ~ave

pointed out~ are poets, but there are some prose WrIters
and they· are of gro\ving interest.

There is now one playwright, Henry Kuria, whose
Nakupenda lakini ('''1 love you. but ...") was a success
in Nairobi.

As short story writers we should mention. especially
David E. D·iva, M. Saleh Farsy, A. Sharifu Omar,
Akida Waziri, Yusufu Ulenge, C. S. Majaliwa.

Nearly all the short stories are still compl~tely in t~e

style of the Arabian Nights,. the type of sto~Ies one stIll
sees in Indian films and in the IndonesIan Wayang
performances. African type fables are also found about
Sungura, the shrewd hare.

The writing of novels in Swahili has only just started,
but it is promising. I can give only three names of
novel writers: M. Saidi Abdulla, P.O. Ugula, and
Mohammed H. Elkindy.

Why is there not more literature. in S~~hili? We~l:
there is, but I have not yet found It. WrItIng SwahIh
has been discouraged in favour of English and it only
recently came back on the scene. Especially in poetry
there seems to be no limit to the number of writers.
Every month I am introduced to new Swahili poets. I
have no doubt that it will now rise quickly to the place
it deserves: of being the foremost language in East
Africa and the first genuine African language to be
come a vehicle of a modern culture. •
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One Way

from "rribalism

Anthony Barker

Zulu Transfor/1zations by A. Vilakazi (University of
Natal Press, Pietermaritzburg)

TI-IOSE WHO ORDAIN from on high where their fellow
men are to live, and decree for city Africans a return
to the collective obedience of tribal life, might read
Dr. Vilakazi's book, mark it, learn it and inwardly
digest it, to their immense profit. Nobody-except the
most bigoted racialist-\¥ould in any event ha~e

imagined that by returning a whole people to ~ certaIn
geographical situation, they would also re-alIgn that
people's thinking and make them onc~ more the con
tented inheritors of a tribal way of hfe. Here, docu
mented for us in the most express detail by a skilled
and sympathetic observer~ is an a!lalysis o~ the changes
that have taken place ln Zulu SOCIety. It WIll rev~a.l any
such attempt as the wild dreams of the polItIcally
obsessed.

The writer treads the anthropologist's narrow path
between cold observation and affectionate involvement
with ability and tenderness. Far from staring t~rough

the bars of a fascin8 ting tri bal zoo, he walks WIth the
men and women of the Nyuswa reserve and shares with
us their bewilderments and their adjustments. A Zulu
himself, he has known both the tug of th~ tribe and the
urge in a man's heart to live in a new dimension of
learning and slelf-reCtJisation; he has herded cattle as a
boy and, as a man, o~cupied a pro~es~or's chair in a
great A.merican university. J\.nd on thIS Journey he leads
;s in a way that puts us lastingly in his debt. There are,
it is true, a number of tiresome lapses into the argot of
the anthropologist which make of the first chapter
rather sticky reading, and latterly a few repetitions
which might better have been omitted, yet as we read
ourselves further into the book we are rewarded by
almost lyrical sections on courtship and marriage which
do away with our ilTitations over patrikins and affines
and set us \vondering whether to take to ourselves a
new TNife under the marvellously courteous and well
regulated custOiTIS of the Zulu people.

,BUT THIS IS ro STATIC STUDY of almost extinct Zulu
tribalis111. It is a dynamic tale of men and women in
transformatjon. To our astonishment 'we find ourselves
witnesses to the importance of missionary enterprise in
the changes that are moving over the face of society.
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For it was Christianity, the author points out, that
brought to collectivist tribal thinking the new fact of
individual worth and importance. There could hardly
have been a more revolutionary concept. Formerly
the tribe was all, and within the tribe, the family. Here
was no meanly conceived tight little family unit either,
but a big, rich, rambling sort of family, whose wealth
was communal and whose honour the responsibility of
every individual to maintain. The missionary spoke of
the value of each single soul in the eyes of its Creator
and Redeemer; "Ye are of more value than many
sparrows".

Evangelical protestants in particular, with their
insistence upon the personal nature of salvation and
the availability of a direct contact between a man and
his Maker gave a new dimension of importance to the
individual. Roman Catholic authoritarianism was per
haps rather less disturbing, but as Dr. Vilakazi says,
Roman Catholicism threw up less leadership among the
people than did the more individualistic protestant
churches. Here, then, is a doctrine that has, turned the
tribal world upside down. Children, with the tools of
elementary learning in their hands, have become the
teachers of their elders; widows inherit property, reject
ing the levirate to become kraal-heads; chiefs, so long
the guardians of tradition, have been ousted from their
authority by the man who can teach, or preach, or heal;
marriage has become romantic and personal and no
longer the bond between families.

NOT SURPRISINGLY, THE AUTHOR notes, there are, be
tween the two poles of traditionalist and Christian,
many who have given up the attempt to resolve the
matter at all. A few consciously reject the new faith;
many more, themselves tribally orientated, yet yearn
for the comfort and ease of modern life. Here are the
migratory labourers, the floating masses of the poorly
educated and those only lightly brushed by Christian
individualism; here are tsotsis and gangsters, and decent
folk steady in subservience, and those again whose
thoughtless way through life goes to the throb of the
guitar or the wail of the penny whistle. The church,
too, has its floating masses. Defeated by the high official
morality of the Christians, cynical over dual standards
between white and blac~ sickened by white hypocrisy,
the middlemen of the churches have branched and
branched again into the multitudinous sects of Zion
and the ne'w, all-African Jerusalem. Among their ranks
we catch a glimpse' of the blue and green and white of
the prophet's robes, proclaiming a new revelation of
independence, a new, direct path of atonement between
the black man and bis God.,'

Mankind likes both to have its cake and to eat it.
Here in the year 1963 the government of the Republic
of South Africa reaffirms its commitment to a policy of
enlightenment and Christian:sation, yet wishes to carry
out this laudable ideal within the framework of collec
tive tribalism. Dr. Vilakazi's book reminds us that the
fruit of the forbidden tree-the fruit of Choice-may
be either eaten or put on one side. Once picked, the
fruit can never again be hung back on the tree. •
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Fundamental
Flaws

MerJe Babrow

Politics and Law in South Africa by J ulius Lewin
(Merlin Press)

THE MAIN THEME of this slim, Rl.85 volume of reprinted
essays is that there is no rev,?luti.on roun~ the corner
in South Africa. What combInatIon of CIrcumstances
must be present before a successful revolution can take
place? Mr. Lewin (who lectures in "Native .Law" ~t

Witwatersrand University) accepts four claSSIC condI
tions laid down by Crane Brinton in his Anatomy of
Revolution.

Revolutions are not started by the really poor and
oppressed. They occur in co.u~tries .that are. on the
upgrade economically and orIgInate In the dIscontent
of a fairly prosperous and rising class of people, at a
point where they find their further progress hampered
and checked. These two conditions are satisfied in
South Africa. An expanding economy has led to the
creation of a large African working and a smaller
middle class in the towns; while the severe legal re
strictions on their further progress and the humiliating
treatment to which they are subjected have caused
growing resentment and frustration amongst them.

But, before this discontented and powerful class can
perform its traditional revolutionary role, the Govern
ment which it seeks to overthrow must be weak and
its administration inefficient. This condition is not satis
fied in South Africa, nor is the final and most crucial
one: 'no government has ever fallen before revolu
tionists until it has lost control over its armed forces
. . . or until the revolutionists have a predominance of

Poem

Still a song shall arise
In my heart! out of this ptit
Of ash and dust they trampled it
A flame shall arise
Like leaves on free, tip on tip
To burn on every lip.
Yam tuber too late for prize
Or price will, buried piece ea/,
At fall of flood rise again whole,
Turn out a hundred fold.
But enough, oh enough! For how can pestle
Sound in mortar a song
When Babylon of old
As yet unbroken into odd t'Ongue
Poured on a bush flaming gold

Derision and dung?

JOHN PEPPER CLARK

From Poefns (Mbari)
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effective armed force on their side.' Herein lies the
reason for the paradoxical situation that although South
Africa is ripe for revolution no revolution has yet, nor
is likely, to occur.

Are there any realistic alternatives to direct revo
lutionary action? Mr. Lewin thinks not. Passive re
sistance, political organisation, strikes, boycotts-all
have failed and are not likely to achieve anything in the
future. What then should opponents of the government
do? There is nothing that they can usefully do. Men,
it is implied, cannot pit themselves against the forces
that control society. It follows logically from this that
Mr. Lewin neither has, nor has need of, a programme
of political action. He has, however, faith in the
workings of the controlling forces, for he concludes by
telling us not to despair. I would despair if I agreed
with him, but I do not.
THE FUNDAMENTAL FLAW of Mr. Lewin's provocative
analysis (and reason for his failure to produce a politi
cal programme) lies in his mechanistic view of history
and society. The clear implication of his analysis is
that society is governed, and revolutions made, by the
operation of 'objective' forces over which man has no
control and on whose bidding he must patiently and
passively wait. But, whatever the power, importance
and role of these objective forces, no revolution has
ever taken place without the planning, ideas and action
of the· dynamic element and essential agents of history,
human beings. Parallels could be found, where, al
though all the conditions he cites were present, no
successful revolution took place-e.g. 14th and 15th
century revolts in Europe. Although certain conditions
may guarantee an explosion (and this is arguable), no
revolution has been. carried through to a successful
conclusion without planning, programme, experience
and leaders, all of which are created by precisely these
activities, experiments and abortive attempts at which
he scoffs. The test of a revolutionary movement lies in
its ability to cope with and take advantage of a revo
lutionary situation when it occurs. Until then, it cannot
be written off as a failure.

WHILE THIS HAS bearing on his claim that political
action (except as a gesture) is useless and ineffective, it
does not meet his central argument which is that the
opportunity to stage a revolution will not occur in
South Africa, nor will the activities of the opposition
help to bring it about.

I think that Mr. Lewin underrates the effectiveness

and useful undermining functIon of the opposition.
Considering the power, determination and ruthlessness
of the Government, they have, with comparatively
meagre resources, done well. Although laws have, pre
dictably, been passed in the face of protests, while
campaigns have been stamped out and radical news
papers and organisations banned, yet, the individual
protests and failed campaigns, taken together, add up
to an impressive display of opposition, systematically
sustained over a wide area and long period. Surely, a
constant source of anxiety, strain and harassment to
the Government and check on some of its actions and
plans and a continual drain on its resources and energy?
Why else the tremendous build-up of police force and
army, the women's shooting clubs, the panic at the
prospect of a strike, the bannings and banishing orders
and the establishment of an enormously wealthy Foun
dation to counter the activities of a poorly-financed
boycott campaign? Mr. Lewin may write off the South
African opposition, but the Government does not.

Mr. Lewin also underestimates the importance and
dynamic power of those 'objective' forces which are a
threat to the Government and to apartheid. The Na
tionalists are strong, but their strength is built upon
precarious and vulnerable foundations. Apartheid is a
rigid, unpopular system, continually weakened not only
by hostility, from both in and outside the Republic,
but by social and economic changes which naturally
take place in any society and, increasingly, by ch-anges
which are taking place in Africa and the world. South
African society is not as static and isolated as Mr.
Lewin represents it as being and as the Government
would dearly like it to be.

MR. LEWIN HAS not explored the implications of, nor
the alternatives raised by, his thesis. But he has (in an
othe~ise very average collection of essays) raised
crUCIal and neglected questions. Immersed in organising
protests and campaigns we seldom seem to discuss
questions of long-term strategy. What is the balance of
the opposing forces in South Africa? What should be
the working relationship of groups, whose ultimate aims
differ from each other? What are the most effective
tactics in the present situation-should the boycott
campaign, which has failed economically while
strengthening Verwoerd's psychological hold over the
whites, be reviewed? Perhaps The New African could
provide a muc . ion of
these and other roblems. •

University of KweZulu-Natal
Pietermarltzburg

JIM MEINTnES

N \ ~ r ','-Item 0: .~.~. • ~ _ ••••••~.:. ••
~ .;

litleISOOtll9lrNOM_B<tr···s e& ing for
attacks.

Perhaps then it is the Africans them
selves who are to blame f.or the lack of
the type of English language press Mr.
Motsoane wants.

Certainly white-supremacist newspaper
owners are not going to provide it.

why Mr. Motsoane can expect them to
do so. If the newspapers he complains
about were owned by groups intent on
ending white supremacy, he would have
cause to be angry, but the pitiful fact is
that even newspapers owned by such
groups have failed to gather any sub
stantial African readership: reliable esti
mates reckon the total monthly reader
ship of the radical newspapers at less
than the daily readership (among Afri-
cans) of the Mail and the Star, two Donnybrook, Natal
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DEAR SIR,-Mr. Motsoane's interesting
article on the "English" press in South
Africa (New African 20 February) poses,
but fails to answer an essential question:
why should newspapers owned by white
supremacist groups support the liberation
movement? As I see it there is no reason
at all why they should, and no reason
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