
men, especially black men in a predominantly white
,society, a sort of war that involves, or at least that each
black man in the society has to be in a sense continually
prepared to fight off certain kinds of pressures and the
I1;1ost important instance being to fight off the pressure of
accepting this view that white men may hold of him.
Would this be . . .

WILLIAM ABRAHAM

Without a doubt, I think that this is part of the proof,
that the feeling is not one of inferiority, for if I felt
inferior, that would be that, there would be nothing nlore
to it, and I wouldn't feel necessarily annoyed simply
because my attention is drawn to this however gratuitously.
But it is because I recognise that I do not see any sense in
which I am interior to anyone who is white merely
because he's white and merely because I'm black, that I
feel annoyed when he pretends that the contrary is so.
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LEWIS NKOSI

Yes, well I would like to add to this discussion, this
statement that I do feel that the white child when he
comes to the world and begins to look at the world, the
first assumption he makes is that the world was really
made for him and that the world should confirm this
vision he has of H. The black child because of this history
of disfranchisement does not make this assumption and it
is why the white child makes such an assumption and why
the black child when he looks at things around him at
his environment does not make a similar assumption, it is
this that defines the relationship between the black and·
the white \\7orld and the black man's refusal when he
gains political consciousness, refusal to admit to this
vision that the white world has; this is, in fact the begin
ning of his consciousness and sort of casting around and
saying "Who am I?" and "Who are the black people
around the world?" We cannot escape the fact that we are
trying to define ourselves vis-a-vis a white world.

I should say that I feel that there is such a thing as the
brotherhood of black people and I think it's based on very
definable factors, political factors-like colonialism or
even economic factors, I think these go together anyway.
Or on more arbitrary factors like colour, because I think
that certain negroes in America certainly may not look
like me and if they did look white I might tend on the
surface of it to feel less of a brother to them, on this level
that we are talking on, simply because he was white. But
when I see a white man in Piccadilly fighting a black man
there are certain emotional kinks in me and I make certain
assumptions about this which I would not necessarily
make if a black man was fighting a black man or a white
man was fighting a white man. And it's no use Barry
blaming me for this, or blaming this on inferiority com
plex. It's a matter of historical heritage which we cannot
deny. We want to get rid of it now, but it certainly is
there. So I think that I would feel less secure if I were
talking about this as being based on cultural heritage,
although ~here ~ight be an affinity between certain negroes
and c~rtaI1?- Afnc.ans. But I feel strongly that politically
there IS thIS affinIty because of the way we have experi
enced the white man in our midst. •
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ALMOST ALL THE LEADERS of the newly independent states
of Africa claim allegiance to the ideals of socialism. Very
few of these leaders have been in power for .a sufficiently
long period of time to have their ideas on socialism tested
and in most cases the economic regime as organised by. the
~olonialists is still in power. Since most of the newly
Independ~nt countries of Africa are predominantly agri
cultural, It seems obvious that the area in which socialism
could be applied most spectacularly will be in the agricul
tural sector. So let us look at some of the problems which
socialist planners will have to face when trying to establish
a sqcialised agriculture.

The most serious problem concerns the education of
illiterate and ignorant peasants who, if socialism is to be
applied in the countryside, must learn to adopt quite
sophisticated types of social and economic organisations.
The first such organisation that springs to mind is the
co-operative which in its various forms can be an impor
tant agent of socialisation to say nothing about the valu.-
able changes which can be indirectly wrought by the
co-operative movement. The operation of successful
co-operative societies requires considerable skill and in the
early stages of development much government supervision
is necessary, in order that the co-operative society does not
fail. A job of .education is therefore required. Members
must be made literate if possible; perhaps more important,
members must be made to understand the principles of
co-operation which do not come naturally in any society;
they I?ust underst~nd the· ~asic principles governing the
est~bhshmen~ of thIS filost SImple of all economic organi
satIons, for Instance they ~ust understand some simple
concepts of the law governIng co-ops, they must be.gin to
understand banks and simple book-keeping; and also they
must grasp the importance of honesty and the careful
keeping of records.

Too much ~overnment int~rfer~nce destroys the high
degree o.~ .socIal control whIch IS the most important
charactenstIc of the co-operative movement. But it is

G R I F FIT H C U N N I N G H A M, a Canadian, is on
the staff of Kivukoni adult-education college, Dar es
Salaam. . . . .
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unrealistic to think that co-ops can rely upon unskilled
and uneducated peasants.

THE ESTABLISHMENT OF SOCIALISM in a stagnant or
extremely backward economy is impossible; therefore the
introduction of other more practical skills is also essential
if conditions are to be created which will allow the intro
duction of socialism. The important thing is not to set
your sights too high, but to create conditions of economic
development first which will allow the establishment of
the rather sophisticated forms of socialist organisation
\vhich Inany African leaders want. Farmers have to be
taught the simple, but to them revolutionary, techniques
of fertilisation, of crop rotation, of spraying against insect
pests, of planting at the right time in the right way, etc.
Only after these lessons are learned can you begin to work
on other means of socialising the agricultural sector of
the economy.

This immediately raises questions about how the educa
tional resources of a country are utilised. Perhaps more
attention has to be paid to the education of the peasant
community-in other words adult education of a very
practical and limited nature should be very widespread,
and perhaps at this stage in Africa's development, occupy
as large a place in the educational plans of the country as
does primary and secondary education. The alternative to
this seems to me to be that all people past school age who
have not had any schooling are w~·itten off as beyond
salvage, or that in other words, we must wait until a
generation of peasants with a basic education appears
before we begin to se.riously try to develop agriculture. In
answer to those people who will immediately want to
know where the money is to come from, might I suggest
that it seems to me that scarce resources are often spent
on expensive buildings which are based on educational
institutions found in the developed countries of the West,
and which are quite out of touch with the much more
linlited resources of most countries of Africa.

Perhaps the be~t guide to follow when embarking on
this educational revolution is the experience of the Danish
Folk High School Movement. I should think that the
position of the Danish peasant of the early nineteenth
c~n!ury and the African peasant of today are roughly
SImIlar. Perhaps, therefore, the methods used in Denmark
nlight be applied in Africa with equal effect.

The Danish Folk High School was based on a combina
tion of practical agricultural education and a liberal
education in the humanities and social sciences, and it
appealed .strongly t~ the nationalistic feelings of the people
lat that tIme. It also had' a very large part to play in
developing radical traditions some of which were-socialist
oriented. In Africa siInilar institutions, with only minor
modifications to meet the needs of the African farmer, are
undoubtedly worth experimenting with.

ALLIED TO THE PROBLEM of productivity is the problem of
land tenure and agricultural settlement. Government poli
cies on land tenure and agricultural settlement can have a
profound effect on the creation of a socialist atmosphere
in rural areas. If the government policy encourages co
operation at all levels of life then the attainment of
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~o~ialist ideals becomes at least theoretically possible, but
If Instead it encourages, or makes possible the creation of
a class of yeoman farmers at the expense of the majority
of the countries peasants, then socialist ideals become a
mo~kery. But !his problem is not so easy to solve. Most
AfrIcan countrIes. rely to a large extent on the incomes of
the farmers for obtaining taxable income. In some cases a
large part of this income comes from large agricultural
enterprises which are foreign-owned and controlled, or in
a few .countries, farms which are large, single-family farms
occupIed by both Africans and non-Africans. These enter
p~ises are. almost sacr?sanct as they provide the country
~Ith conSIderable tax Income, foreign exchange, jobs, new
Investment, and other advantages. Pockets. of wealth deve
lopment, ~nd expertise exist, therefore, within a ~ea of
smal.l AfrIcan farms which are rarely much above the
subSIstence level. There has been very little cross-fertilisa
tion between the highly developed farms and the undeve
loped African farms. But this need not continue if the
governments of Africa where this problem exists demand
a program~e of rural education which would be based on
a grea.ter dIspersal of already available skills. The present
occupIers of estates and large farms in Africa have a
ve~ted interest ~n improving the lot of their immediate
nelghbour.s as Islands of. wealth will not for long be
tolerated In a sea of poverty.

New settlement schemes costing several thousand
pounds per settler should be avoided since a special class
of "[(u.1aks or m~ddle peasants is created, and the vast
maJonty of a natIo.n's peasants are left at subsistence level.
The answer to thIS problem is not a clear-cut one and
presents several difficult alternatives. If large farms are
broken up and the land distributed among a large number
of small peasants then productivity of taxable income will
fall off (although actual productivity may increase a much
larg~r proportion of production will need to be d~voted to
feedIng the larg.e number of large households). This will
a~ect the tax Income of the government and seriously
hIn?e~ the ~xpansion of services which the government, if
SOCIalIst, wIll want to embark upon. If tax income is to be
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kept at a maximum then large farms, both African and
non-African will have to co-exist with poor unproductive
'peasant holdings at least temporarily.

THE SOLUTION TO THIS problem probably must be a
compromise. In most countries in Africa the migration of
the young people from the country into the towns is now
proceeding apace. This is both a good and bad thing. If
there are no jobs for these young people then a class of
dissatisfied, neglected, potential trouble-makers is created.
But the drift to the towns also reduces the pressure on the
land and makes a more productive agriculture possible.
African peasants, like peasants everywhere, need adequate
amounts of land if they are going to farm effectively and
gradually raise the standard of living of the countryside.
This would seem to indicate that some harsh measures
will have to be introduced. The most important might be
the introduction of primo-geniture, or the policy of letting
only one son inherit the land of a father. This will stop
fragmentation of holdings, and therefore prevent the
creation of uneconomic land holdings. This of course, will
increase the drift to the towns, but in countries with empty
spaces it will also force migration from densely populated
areas to areas of low density, where the size of holdings
and the rational organisation of settlement and services
can be controlled. The drift to the towns will create unem
ployment, keep wages low, and, let's hope, increase invest
ment in industry as there will be a pool of cheap labour.
An alternative to increased urban unemployment is an
increase in rural industrial development at the cottage
level. But it is probably unrealistic to suppose that cottage
industries will be able to absorb the masses of peasants
driven off the land by the gradual development of a more
rational land use policy.

Another problem very much allied to the ones discussed
above, but seldom mentioned in African circles, is the
problem of the development of a population policy for
Africa. Of all the African countries only Egypt seems to
'have recognised the need for containing the population
explosion common to all developing countries. The
Egyptian experience is typical. The population has been
expanding faster than the ability of agriculture and indus
try to absorb the rapidly increasing labour force. Planning
machinery which does not take into account the necessity
of planning the labour force is a mockery. Socialist leaders
throughout Africa are adopting planning as one of the
agents of a rational, ordered government. Therefore it
seems to me that a rapidly increasing population should
be considered as one of the most serious problems facing
the new African States.

IN CONCLUSION LET US SEE what a socialist policy for
agricultural development might be·. A policy of mass
education for the agriculturist must have top priority in
order to make possible the introduction of new and often
revolutionary social, economic, and technological agents
of change.

The co-operative movement should be developed as it
is a very suitable agent for the introduction of socialist
techniques of various kinds, such as the social control of
trade, marketing, industry and banking.
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Settlement types are very important in a socialist
society. A class of privileged peasants should not be
created by using expensive settlement schemes as a method
of increasing agricuitural productivity. Rather there should
be a widespread campaign for increasing peasant produc
tivity by using education, co-operation, and a strict prohi
bition of the fragmentation of peasant holdings. The col
lective ownership of land and services is probably too
difficult a form of settlement at this stage but modifica
tions of this system are possible and should be experi
mented with. The gradual assertion of socialisation over
estates and large farms should be proceeded with, but
very slowly as the economy of a young developing country
is a delicate organism which should not receive too many
shocks. The final form of agricultural settlement will vary

Aid with Strings
A Satire

H. B. KIMMEL

SCENE I. FAUST'S STUDY

F A U ST. Who has known the mad frustration
Of love denied by legislation?
Oh for a face as dark as coals
To greet the torch of night patrols!
I'd swap my soul, my learning dear
For swarthy girls and nights of beer.
(Enter Mephistopheles in a space-suit.)

F A U ST. Evil king I know your face
Though dressed in garb of outer space.

D E V I L. Flying on my soul campaign,
I heard Faust of life complain.
The next world also has its tension
For One whose name I never mention,
Rules one block, depriving most
Of all the joys that we can boast.
We want peace but find it hard
To keep an ever-watchful guard.
Give us support in after-life
And you can have the blackest wife.
When you and I've become acquainted,
You'll be as black as I am painted.

F A U ST. Should I heed this evil creature,
God of K. Marx and of Nietzsche?

H. B. K I M M E L studied at the University of Cape
Town and is now a mathematics teacher in Cape
Town.
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considerably from country to country, depending most of
all on the ideology of the leadership and on the density
of population.

Population increase must be kept within bounds. It is
no good saying that Africa has vast empty spaces without
any re.gard for the ability of these empty spaces to support
a human society in which life will be reasonably comfort
able for all. One-acre holdings are not capable of support
ing the revolution in living standards which Africans are
striving to achieve. Indeed in many places 50 acres will
not provide a family a decent standard of living. The
carrying capacity of the land must be taken into account
when planning for rural development. And a rapidly ex
panding population must be recognised as a threat to all
development plans if the increase in mouths to feed and

D E V I L. Love is yours! sign this form!
Why be bourgeois? Why conform?
(Enter Angel in a space-suit.)

A N GEL. Heed him not, it's just a stunt!
My shepherd sees I do not want
Heaven's great you'll see such grace
It's just the most exclusive place
Christ has told us to refuse
Admittance to those nasty Jews

F A U ST. Sacred love sounds just a pain
I'll settle for the type profane

SCENE 11. HELL

1 S T I MP. The palace of the evil dead
Is waiting for its regal head.

2 N D I MP. The trumpets sound, He comes! He comes!
Shout the anthem! Beat the drums!

ALL I MPS. Blessed reign our evil king
Who smiles on every sinful thing:
If virtue's dull, and you can't stick it
With him you'll find nothing's cricket.
Oh, he's notorious evil and glorious,
Blessed reign oUr evil king
Who smiles on every sinful thing

1 S T I MP. Your wickedness, most black impure,
Did you enjoy your evil tour?

D E V I L. Contracts fill my entire ship,
Many souls I've damned, this trip.

2 N D I MP. For the mobs, so dull, inane,
We photographed your whole· campaign.
We showed on screens the tritest things,
Publicity's the prop of kings.

D E v I L. Good imps! that's the style
To fool the stupid rank and file
But 'out in space beyond the sun
There is a task that must be done.
Fetch from the cosmic jug
A dose of mighty "Super Drug",
Which nervous freaks with bulging eyes
Are guarding from celestial spies

1 S T I MP. Your wickedness, we will! we will !
So Faust can have a legal thrill.
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hands to work is greater than the capacity of the economy
to accommodate these new mouths and hands.

WE CAN ONLY HOPE that, with socialists in charge of most
African countries, policies which are as hur.nanitarian as
possible will be introduced. But hardship is to be expected
,and a policy of doing nothing about these problems will,
in the long run, produce even more hardship.

The constant assertion by African Socialists that the'
brand of Socialism which evolves in Africa will be a
peculiarly African brand does not really apply when con
sidering the problems of land and its rational use. For
these problems are universal and the solutions to them as
presently practised are also universal, with only minor
modifications here and there. •

SCENE Ill. AN EVIL PLACE

D E V I L. Thi~ comprehensive all in one
Will change your skin and spice your fun
Make you smile
and make you young
Give you guile
And oil your tongue
Clear your nose
And fix your hair,
Girls in rows
Will stand and stare.
It cleans the sink.
I t clears the head,
It's used as ink,
It's sandwich spread!
(Faust takes a drink. There is a puff of smoke. and he

emerges transformed)
D E V I L. Just to show there is no catch

You even get a card to match.

SCENE IV. OUTSIDE MARGARETA'S HOUSE

V ALE N TIN E. (dressed in soldier's uniform)
The beast which preys on morsels chaste
Is repelled by the silken cell of modesty.

M A R G ARE TA. That sounds like a quotation.
v ALE N TIN E. All right then!

The modest dress will oft prevent
Games which later we repent.

M A R G ARE TA. I'll look after myself. But brother dear,
you still haven't told me why you are going off to war.

v ALE N TIN E. You silly girl, to fight of course.
M A R G ARE TA. But whom?
v ALE N TIN E. Our enemies.
M A R G ARE TA. But why are these people our enemies?
v ALE N TIN E. Because they want to fight us.
M A R G ARE TA. But why do they want to fight us?'
v ALE N T I NE. Because they hate us.
M A R G ARE TA. But why do they hate us?
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