
The Brotherhood of Blackness
Extracts from a broadcast discussion held at the Tran

scription Centre, London, among a group of six Africans,
West Indians and negro Americans.

A Discussion

BARRY RECKORD

I think we should remember that when we use a term
like negritude, we are contributing to the sort of chauvi
nism that is more a 19th-century than a 20th-century
concept. All struggles lead to this kind of backward state
ment that nations are superior to others, or that colours
are superior to others, and I think that we should take up
now, as 20th-century negroes where backward 19th-cen
tury Europeans left off, not repeat the mistakes that have
led to so many wars, and to such unnecessary turmoil. We
realise that we have psychological difficulties that we share
with working-class people. We have been the hewers of
wood and drawers of water. We know that the remedy for
this is the same as the remedy that working class people
have, economic and political. To talk about it as though
it were anything but that kind of well-known political,
economic concept, is silly. It's to be looking for a kind of
distinguishing mark. We want to get out of this kind of
rut, and play the game that everybody else is playing, get
rich and powerful and then quarrel with each other.

WILLIAM ABRAHAM

Well, I must confess that I find Barry's opening state
ments perplexing. First of all 1 do not understand why he
compares the negro with a white working class. 1 do not
think there is much in common between the negro race
and the white working class as such, but he appears to
me to think that the negro is on trial before the white
man and that the lonely educated negro is a sort of David
confronting the white Goliath. Now this 1 cannot accept
at all and I do not think that it is this that is the source
of any feelings of discomfort that t e negro might feel
in the predominantly white society. But since the working
class has been brought into this, 1 should like to point
out that it is a well-known sociological phenomenon that
where there are class stratifications every class wants to
feel that there is another class underneath it and it is
natural that in a white society the working class, which
is the lowest class in such a society, should cast around
for some group which it can identify as an even lower
class and in a white society only the negro appears to
foot the bill. And it does not matter how much this negro
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has taken trouble to adorn himself with education, riches,
what you will. As long as he's a negro then the white
working-class man feels that there is a gap that cannot
be bridged.

BARRY RECKORD

I resent very much playing the white game of making
negroes a special problem, we are seeking status, and this
is a universal business. People are trying to move from
insignificance to significance, one class moving up, one
nation moving up, that kind of thing. Everybody is status
seeking and so are negroes, and for us to continually
regard ourselves as a special kind of personality that needs
years to sort out, is just to play this humiliating game.
We're not at all; we suffer from the same disadvantages
that any disenfranchised people suffer from, and the reme
dies are common or garden, we know them: we're not
starting from scratch. They're political and they're econo
mic. I admit that education and money are not going to
make the negro feel easy, but this is because white people·
are looking at him through a mass, he's not being regarded
as an educated negro, he's being regarded as a negro, and
negro means uneducated, dirty, all that kind of thing.
All these terms apply to the proletariat, black and
white. White landladies who are middle class won't like
having an Irishman, they won't like having a Cockney,
because there are certain prejudices and the same preju
dices apply to negroes. Now that's one thing, the few
educated negroes are seen through the eyes of this mass.
The second thing that I want to clear up is that I am
not saying that negroes must knock on the door of white
people for acceptance, I am not concerned about white
people in mass, or negroes in mass; what I am concerned
about is the negro who feels inferior although he's edu
cated. Some people here say we're educated, we have a
certain amount of money, yet ·we still feel inferior and the
answer to that is that we feel inferior because the mass of
our people are still proletarian workers, and this is quite
understandabIe.

WILLIAM ABRAHAM

But this is quite false, I mean, the mass of o!fr people
are not proletarian. You might say that they are largely
peasants but certainly not proletarian, in any case, the
masses of our people do not live in white societies.

Question: What is the difference, if I may ask, between
peasant and proletarian?

THE NBW AFRICAN 30 NOVEMBER 1963



199

Okeke - Salahi - Malangatana
-Pictures

Mr. David Evans's article "Fusion or Failure", announced
last issue, will not now appear. The final pages of the 29
October issue had to be excised because the back page
contained a letter from Mr. Evans written before he waS
banned under the Suppression of Communism Act.

What Kind of Socialism
for South Africa?

MARGARET ROBERTS

1964JANUARY

'vation in their little establishments. It is the African who
is from this group who comes to En.gland, who is looked
at by a landlady, who in fact, feels far more hurt and has
got these tensions which you, Barry, have been trying to
minimise all the time, by saying that you are an educated
African, do you feel inferior to white men? The point is
that it is the African who has come out of the mass of his
own surroundings who feels the tensions. Admittedly, it
varies from one person to another. I feel personally that
the older you come out of your society, the better it is for
you. I came out when I was twenty-three. I was too cyni
cal to be impressed by white values, and to the extent that
I am looked at by landladies I am angry, but it does not
make me feel in any way that I am inferior, I just feel
that they understand far less than they ought to. When
children run away-I've seen children run away in my
village when a white man approaches. When white child
ren run away when I come along, naturally, I'm a stran
ger: children run away from whatever they see, and my
reaction is, therefore, tempered_by my own background ..

BARRY RECKORD

Here, you are agreeing with me I think.

MKAMBO MUGERWA

Well, I'm glad that this is what is happening!

WILLIAM ABRAHAM

I think that it is doubtful that the feelings that many
negroes feel in the presence of white Inen are feelings of
inferiority. I mean, feelings of anno ance, in one way even
colour, but this does not mean that one accepts a certain
kind of attitude about oneself of unworthiness in a certain
kind of society. It's more of annoyance than of inferiority.

Chairman: Well, in a sense perhaps this does mean
that there is a kind of war that goes on between black
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WILLIAM ABRAHAM

Well, I suppose one 'night say it's technical but a
proletarian must work for wages ...

BARRY RECKORD

Yes and you mustn't mess up, it's difficult enough; and
to bring in sort of technical distinctions is nonsense, don't
just argue, don't quibble.

WILLIAM ABRAHAM

1'm not trying to quibble, it Inay well be that there is
nonsense somewhere but that's just what l'nl tJ;.ying to
find out. Now 1 am pointing out that the masses of negroes
do not live in white societies, they live in Africa and
Africa is not predominantly white. Now when people feel
inferior, when negroes feel inferior, this is usually in a
white society, so I think to draw upon something that
is not the case, to pretend that it is because all negroes
live in white societies and white men live in white societies
can see for themselves that all the negroes who a~e going
to live in white societies are proletarian hence and they
don't care to pick the corn from among the chaff, but that
is not so at all because the mass of negroes do not live
in white societies at all, so it is not from the inspection of
them and their relations with white men in white societies
that they are encouraged to feel inferior. If people feel
inferior the reason must be elsewhere, not in what you
have said.

MKAMBO MUGERWA

May I beg to agree with the element of what Abraham
said, at least in part. I said this at some earlier point,
namely that the problem as seen by a negro in a predomi
nantly white environment is naturally different from that
as seen by me or by a Ghanian and someone could come
out and say, but if your society is so well looked up to by
your people why bother to come to, say, the United States
or England, to study those things which England can
offer? I can answer that quite simply, that my society
recognises that certain things are lacking and that they
are done better in England or in Germany and these will
be learnt. But this does not go to the social core, it does
not go to the fundamental values of the society. These
are, so to speak, material additions. They may influence
the ultimate picture, ultimate pattern of that society, but
the change will be imperceptible and we won't have any
of this heart-burning that you get in a man who lives in a
society and is trying to be desperately prim and proper
because everybody is prim and proper and he's the only
negro who's a Harvard graduate. We don't have this in
predominantly African societies and this point must be
present.

If I may finish off, another point as I say, is this, the
African, I mean, in America, the mass of the negroes are
a drawback to the man who is rising, it is him who feels
he is being drawn down by the mass of his fellow people.
In Africa, I think the picture is slightly different, at any
rate, north of the Zambezi, for this reason-the mass of
the Africans in Africa do not come to Europe, do not go
to Johannesburg, where they feel they are kind of outcasts
of the society set up by white men; the mass of the people
are comfortable in their simple way, settled in their culti-
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men, especially black men in a predominantly white
,society, a sort of war that involves, or at least that each
black man in the society has to be in a sense continually
prepared to fight off certain kinds of pressures and the
I1;1ost important instance being to fight off the pressure of
accepting this view that white men may hold of him.
Would this be . . .

WILLIAM ABRAHAM

Without a doubt, I think that this is part of the proof,
that the feeling is not one of inferiority, for if I felt
inferior, that would be that, there would be nothing nlore
to it, and I wouldn't feel necessarily annoyed simply
because my attention is drawn to this however gratuitously.
But it is because I recognise that I do not see any sense in
which I am interior to anyone who is white merely
because he's white and merely because I'm black, that I
feel annoyed when he pretends that the contrary is so.

Socialist. Survey

The Rational Use
of Land

GRIFFITH CUNNINGHAM
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LEWIS NKOSI

Yes, well I would like to add to this discussion, this
statement that I do feel that the white child when he
comes to the world and begins to look at the world, the
first assumption he makes is that the world was really
made for him and that the world should confirm this
vision he has of H. The black child because of this history
of disfranchisement does not make this assumption and it
is why the white child makes such an assumption and why
the black child when he looks at things around him at
his environment does not make a similar assumption, it is
this that defines the relationship between the black and·
the white \\7orld and the black man's refusal when he
gains political consciousness, refusal to admit to this
vision that the white world has; this is, in fact the begin
ning of his consciousness and sort of casting around and
saying "Who am I?" and "Who are the black people
around the world?" We cannot escape the fact that we are
trying to define ourselves vis-a-vis a white world.

I should say that I feel that there is such a thing as the
brotherhood of black people and I think it's based on very
definable factors, political factors-like colonialism or
even economic factors, I think these go together anyway.
Or on more arbitrary factors like colour, because I think
that certain negroes in America certainly may not look
like me and if they did look white I might tend on the
surface of it to feel less of a brother to them, on this level
that we are talking on, simply because he was white. But
when I see a white man in Piccadilly fighting a black man
there are certain emotional kinks in me and I make certain
assumptions about this which I would not necessarily
make if a black man was fighting a black man or a white
man was fighting a white man. And it's no use Barry
blaming me for this, or blaming this on inferiority com
plex. It's a matter of historical heritage which we cannot
deny. We want to get rid of it now, but it certainly is
there. So I think that I would feel less secure if I were
talking about this as being based on cultural heritage,
although ~here ~ight be an affinity between certain negroes
and c~rtaI1?- Afnc.ans. But I feel strongly that politically
there IS thIS affinIty because of the way we have experi
enced the white man in our midst. •
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ALMOST ALL THE LEADERS of the newly independent states
of Africa claim allegiance to the ideals of socialism. Very
few of these leaders have been in power for .a sufficiently
long period of time to have their ideas on socialism tested
and in most cases the economic regime as organised by. the
~olonialists is still in power. Since most of the newly
Independ~nt countries of Africa are predominantly agri
cultural, It seems obvious that the area in which socialism
could be applied most spectacularly will be in the agricul
tural sector. So let us look at some of the problems which
socialist planners will have to face when trying to establish
a sqcialised agriculture.

The most serious problem concerns the education of
illiterate and ignorant peasants who, if socialism is to be
applied in the countryside, must learn to adopt quite
sophisticated types of social and economic organisations.
The first such organisation that springs to mind is the
co-operative which in its various forms can be an impor
tant agent of socialisation to say nothing about the valu.-
able changes which can be indirectly wrought by the
co-operative movement. The operation of successful
co-operative societies requires considerable skill and in the
early stages of development much government supervision
is necessary, in order that the co-operative society does not
fail. A job of .education is therefore required. Members
must be made literate if possible; perhaps more important,
members must be made to understand the principles of
co-operation which do not come naturally in any society;
they I?ust underst~nd the· ~asic principles governing the
est~bhshmen~ of thIS filost SImple of all economic organi
satIons, for Instance they ~ust understand some simple
concepts of the law governIng co-ops, they must be.gin to
understand banks and simple book-keeping; and also they
must grasp the importance of honesty and the careful
keeping of records.

Too much ~overnment int~rfer~nce destroys the high
degree o.~ .socIal control whIch IS the most important
charactenstIc of the co-operative movement. But it is

G R I F FIT H C U N N I N G H A M, a Canadian, is on
the staff of Kivukoni adult-education college, Dar es
Salaam. . . . .

THE NEW AFRICAN 30 NOVEMBER 1963


