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To the Editor

Negritude
DEAR sIR,-Due to the "corrosive pressures
of total bourgeois alienation" ours is a sick
society in which there exists a "moral and
emotional vacuum". If you happen to be
white you are inhibited, constricted, re
served and cold; you suffer from "an in
tolerable sense of deadness, of alienation"
and you probably move your buttocks "with
no hint of grace". If on the other hand
you have the good fortune to be black you
are-according to Mrs. de Crespigny's hor
ror-scope-vital and spontaneous and un
alienated; you inhabit a "special world of
emotional freedom", are free from all sorts
of "crushing pressures" ... and presumably
move your buttocks accordingly.

Lawrence of course said it all 40 years
ago. But then he didn't really know what he
was talking about, or perhaps wasn't a
very good Marxist, and anyway omitted to
"analyse causes or suggest solutions". Enter
Mrs. de Crespigny. It's not your· \vhiteness,
brother, that's to blame but the fact that
you're bourgeois which is something the
blacks ,can thank their lucky stars they
never had .an economic chance to be. The
solution?-abolish the ystem that produced
the bourgeoisie and everyone will burst into
"vital, spontaneous song."

At this stage of the game we need intelli
gence and honesty not slogans and this sort
of facile claptrap. JOHN CLARE

Mow bray, Cape

One - Party States
DEAR sIR,-ln his review of African One
Party States edited by Gwendolen M.
Carter (8 June 1963) Terence Beard presen
ted an instructive analysis of the single
party trend in the independent African
states. I have no quarrel with his reasoning
and his main conclusions. I agree, in parti
cular, with his comment on the overwhelm
ing support for T.A.N.U. in Tanganyika.
The fact that T.A.N.D. won 71 out of the
72 seats in the National Assembly at the
last election, fully justifies his assertion ...
to contrast Nyerere's willingness to permit
responsible opposition with Nkrumah's ban
ning of opposition and amendment of the
Ghana constitution to make the country a
single-party system by definition.

In fact it is Nyerere who has announced
(in January 1963) that a special committee
is to be set up to make the necessary amend
ments to the Constitution, following on a
resolution by T.A.N.U. calling for legal
recognition of a one-party system. As to
the situation in Ghana, the facts are, first,
that there is an opposition In the National
Assembly, consisting of a small number .of
members of the United Party; second, that

the constitution has not been amended to
provide for a one-party system, nor has
there been any official statement that such
amendment is proposed. In September 1962,
the National Assembly adopted a motion
calling for the establishment of a one-party
system, which served to give parliamentary
approval to the declared policy of the
Convention People's Party. Members of the
opposition spoke and voted against the
motion. Nkrumah supported it. It was at
the same sitting that the National Assembly
adopted a motion that Nkrumah be
appointed life President. He rejected this
proposal. LESLIE RUBIN

Washington, D.C., V.S.A.
[Quotations from Mr. Bear·d's article have

had to be cut a,s he has been banned under
the Suppression of Communism Act.
EDITOR]

The Gentle People
DEAR SIR,-I found the argument of Bessie
Head's article on the Cape Coloured hard
to follow. There are a number of generali
sations and a generous sprinkling of non
sequiturs. So in one place she says of the
Coloured, "his sense of belonging to him
self ... gives him a wonderful sense of a
relaxed enjoyment of living", and more to
that effect; yet later she speak:s of the "tra
gedy that is tRe day to day life of the
Coloured people".

What I want to comment on, however, is
the height of generalisation she reaches in
making Dr. van der Ross representative of
all that is "negative" in Coloured leader
ship. He "appears" to be unaware of the
tragedy of daily life; "he and a few others
like him" appear to be working "hand in
glove with the oppressor"-Le. the White
man; and to crown all, the "real trouble"
with him and his ilk is that "they have
created a conservative middle class of their
own which is but a pallid and watery re
flection of White privilege. It is a treache
rous, dangerous and deceiving reflection'.
. I can't make ,out from this last just what

the writer means, whether the crime is
creating a middle class like the White man's,
or one unlike it. But why should the
Coloured people not have a middle class
those whose labours have won for them
reas·onable living conditions, education, lei
sure and the enjoyment of the arts?

As for the first two accusations, which are
not supported by any attempt at evidence,
one can only assume that the writer who
made them has not talked with Dr. van der

. Ros~, 'or read his courageous and out
spoken articles in the press, or heard hinl
address the University of Stellenbosch on
the subject of Coloured education. His
utterances have not been calculated to en
dear him to any oppressors of the Coloured
people, or shown him ignorant of the con-:
ditions under which they live. I regard these
accusations as unwarranted and irrespons
ible. N. J. MARQUARD

Claremont, Cape
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