
and pest control are provided on a communal basis. More
over some crops, particularly unirrigated grain, are farmed
in -onc large unit where this is more economical. The
Moshav helps its members in case of illness, death, mili
tary call-up and other emergencies.

HALFWAY BETWEEN these two forms of agriculture settle
ment, the Kibbutz and the Moshav, lies the Moshav Shi
tufi. Although there are only 19 of these in the whole
country the idea of the Moshav Shitufi may be more
sig~ificant fo~ the economic and social development of
Africa than eIther the pure Moshav or the Kibbutz. The
Moshav Shitufi resembles the Kibbutz in that there is
~omplete collectivism in production and property; the land
IS worked. as one ~nit and there is complete equality of
remuneratIon: but It resembles the Moshav in that con
su~ption is individualistic; each family eats at home
\VhlCh Ineans t.hat women spend less time in the fields than
they do in a Kibbutz and people, getting their income in
the form of cash, are free to spend it as they choose.
. These then are the three types of co-o~rative farming
1n Israel today. There are also 142 private villages but as
these are no new phenomenon in society I have confined
myself to a description of the co-operative forms. The
question now arises, which, if any, of these would be most
~uitable for s?uthern Africa? Theor~tically I like best the
Idea of the KIbbutz but I must confess that I would find it
a strain to live in a place \vhere I had to have meals with
the whole community every day of my life; perhaps I just
can't face the thought of h~ving. breakfast with my neigh
bours.. On the other hand I InfinItely preferred the spirit of
the Kibbutz to the rather more 'rat-race' individualism of
the Moshav Shitufi we visited; and yet, with care, one
should be able to build a Moshav Shitufi which has the
advantages of the Kibbutz but allows for a little more
privacy and individualism. But in some situations, e.g. the
Gezira, organisation on the pattern of a pure Moshav
seems to have worked best. It seems that what would suit
us best is some .f?rm of Moshav Shit~fi; with the very
strong rural tradItIon of each man haVIng his own umzi
or - h01!l~ste~d it would b~ difficult to create complete
collectIVisation of consulnptIon but~ at the same time, land
has always been communally owned. Moreover it would
be economically uli\vise to try and split up, say the farms
of the F~ee State, into small free-hold plots; but it would
not reqUIre a tremendous change to turn them into Mo
shavim Shitufim where each was still farmed as one unit
but v/here individual families continued to live in their
own homesteads.

Little has been said here about the tremendous import
ance of centralised but detailed planning in the agricultural
and other sectors of the Israeli economy, about the
attempts to create rural industries, or of the role which
Kibbut~i~ and Moshavim have played in the absorption
and traInIng of thousands of ne\v, unskilled immigrants.
Those who would like to read more are referred to H.
Darin-Drubkin's Patterns of Co-operative ARriculture in
Israel. and to several of the "Israel To-day" pamphlets
published by Israel Digest, P.O. Box 92, Je.rusalem. Mean
while what we have seen of these three patterns of co
ooerat~ve farming should. give us several ideas about the
place and nature of agriculture in the new Africa. •
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WOMEN IN AFRICA

Women as
Nation-Builders

CLAUDE SERVOISE

At the second National Congress of the African
Wonlen of Kenya, held at Limuru, near Nairobi, the
1963 theIne, "The African Women Build the Nation"
was discussed in English and Swahili by a hundred
women delegates. We publish, with grateful acknow
ledgements, translated extracts of Claude Servoise's
report to Preuves, Paris.

A NUMBER OF WOMEN IN KENYA feel responsible, just as
much as do men. for political and social problems and.
they are consequently asking for an equal position. In
particular they are more conscious of the importance of
social and educational questions, and they are ready to
devote time to these and so to play an active part in the
construction of their country.

At Limuru, social problems were considered one by
one; infant care; problems of malnutrition caused by igno
rance; the mother's role in the family; the needs of village
communities; the role of women in agriculture (in Kenya,
as in all African countries. it is the women who cultivate
the land); problems of educating girls when their "inter
mediary" schools are not of the same standard as those
for boys; problems of inheritance, women's rights being
null and widows finding themselves dispossessed of their
property which has been handed to a son or a cousin.
Finally, political topics were objectively discussed. This
conference was indeed given spirit by the wives of KANU
leaders, but the attempt to be objective must be stressed.
The new Constitution (248 pages, and one of the most
complicated in the world) was carefully examined, and a
study was made of the present and future role of women
in Kenya's political life.

Most of the speakers were African women but a few
men spoke, including Mr. Tom Mboya who elucidated the
Constitution in a speech of an hour and a half, without
one note. Another was Mr. Storrar, who explained the
problems entailed by the redistribution of land, which is
Kenya's chief problem today and one with which the
country's future is closely involved. The lecturers were
mainly African, with a few European exceptions such -as
Mr. Storrar, and Mrs. Hughes (a deputy of the old Legis
lative Assembly); and the delegates and observers were
95 oh African.

To a European observer, the debates revealed the
minds and resources of these African women. The discus-
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sions were always fruitful; questions were pertinent, con
cise. direct and often brutally frank. It was shown th~t

Kenyan women, not always in agreement with the men
who direct them or solicit their votes, have the determina
tion to ·work for change.

THE CONGRESS OF AFRICAN WOMEN of Kenya produced a
collection of constructive resolutions which cannot be
ignored by the first independent government of Kenya.

The difficulties encountered by women wishing to stand
as candidates in elections were forcefully attacked. Men
(no matter what their party) had united to prevent women
from standing and thus possibly becoming members of
the Assemblies (National Assembly, Senate, Regional
Assemblies). A resolution was adopted asking the future
government to name women representatives among the
high officials in Kenya, either at the D.N., in the East
African Common Services Organisation (E.A.C.S.O.) in
the Legislative Assembly of E.A.C.S.O. or in a fourth
international organisation.

The second resolution-which, if it is followed, will
bring about a social revolution-is that requiring that
widows be given the right to inherit from their husbands.

SO IT IS THAT a small group of enlightened women, who
decided five years ago to take care of their less privileged
compatriots and, gradually to educate their servants,
village communities and all those with whom they come
into contact, reached a practical result in the first seminar
of 1962. Since then, a year's work has shown the tenacity
of the Kenyan women and the seriousness of their efforts.
The new autonomous government should not ignore the
importance of the Limuru conference, nor its con
clusions. •

Finally, the women are asking for a technical agricultural
education, since it is they after all who cultivate the land.
These were the main r~solutions, but one important .prob
lem was that of husbands' treatment of their wives. One
of the independent candidates at the next elections (who
has chosen the zebra as his symbol) emphasised the point
in his electoral manifesto. He asks "that a commission of
enquiry be set up to study family probelms, planned
parenthood, the bad treatment undergone by wives beaten
by their husbands, and that salarIes be paid to those wives
whose husbands are given over to drink or gambling."

***

:1&**

THE READER MUST BEAR with me for devoting
space to the tail which almost wags the dog.
This is an analytical bibliography of about
500 items classified by topic: social and
legal status, family life, political activities,
initiation, ritual functions, education, work.
Under these main heads are references to
works on major themes-agriculture, ferti
lity, legislation, marriage, birth- but there
are also references to works on minor
themes: hair-styles, nose ornaments, public
taunting, passes, career women, women in
the Mau-mau, possession by spirits, fixed
fireplaces. Works referred to are frequently
described and a subject and an author index
makes for easy use of the bibliography.
(Among South African authors are Hellman,
Kuper, Schapera, Hoernle, Jeffreys). The
non-specialist reader (of whom this ·reviewer
is one) cannot but determine to read more
widely in the field; the specialist must, I
think, find the bibliography-though the
editor disclaims exhaustiveness for it- very
useful. .•
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tor's contribution in this field-an outline of
the Continent showing rivers and lakes (not
named) and the position of five nations in
relation to them-is of little help.

The editor and most of the authors are
fretful about Western prejudice against
polygyny and seem every now and then to
be about to tackle the Western view. But
no: though ther,'s many a sideglance and
a snort, the writers veer off from a subject
about which--although none has set herself
to deal directly with it-all obviously hold
strong views.

Colonialism set up shockwaves whose
force shifted, bent or swept away those
social patterns with which this book is most
closely concerned. Anne Laurentin. who
presents brief biographies of five Nzakara
women, chosen chronologically, of the Cen
tral African Republic, draws attention to the
radical transformation in the position of
women over the last twenty years. Class
distinctions go with the decline in power of
the chiefs who. not allowed to make war,
are deprived of free or cheap slaves and
wives. At the same time. the admini~tration

has compelled every man. whatever his rank
and whether the woman is slave or free. to
pay bridewealth. The chiefs fought this
measure for years but found vain resistance
to obdurate authorities. (This particular
shockwave has set up another. The author
notes a spirit of profound anti-feminism
among Nzakara men who know that there
will never be a return to the good old days
of female dependencet

WOMEN IN AFRICA

Queens
and Slaves

JVomen of Tropical Africa edited by Denise
Paulme (Routledge and Kegan Paul,
London. R3.50)

THESE SIX ANTIlROPOLOGICAL STIJDIES, by
women and about women encompass the
diversity of a vast continent. They deal with
nomadic tribeswomen; agriculturalists;
women, in and about Dakar, integrated into
commercial life. There are Muslims, Chris
tians and heathens; slave-women and
uniquely in Africa-the rainmaker Queen
who wields supreme power among the Love
du of the North-Eastern Transvaal. Some
like the Coniagui of Guinea, (who form the THE CONCLUSION OF ANNIE LEBEUF, who con
subject of one of the studies) may choose tributec; a study of women in political or
spouses; others have spouses thrust upon ganisation, is that "African women have a
them. Flexible societies are described and tradition of practical participation in public
also the rigidly-stratified society of the affairs." This is hopeful flor the future
Burundi. although in this field colonialism, which

In the diversity, certain social patterns disrupted the old patterns and excluded
and values recur: children everywhere women from the new, has altered the posi
constitute wealth, although, now the birth- tion of women for the worse. Annie Lebeurs
rate is declining; girls have a large measure study, which covers about twenty tribes
of premarital sexual freedom; although in East, Central, West and Southern Africa,
women as mothers are of primary import- is one of the most interesting. She also does
ance, everywhere they need tact, intelligence the reader the service of providing a map
and luck in order to exercise power in their on which the political divisions of Africa
society. are marked, although not named. The edi-
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