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Drawings by Salahi (Sudan) ·Story by Mamadou Gologo (Mali)

Apartheid forsale...
at a church bazaar in Johannesburg
the gates are locked to Africans who
buy over the railings

news item: South Africa's trade
agreement with Malawi is to be the
start of a 'new deal' by which during
the next five years South Mrica hopes
to establish diplomatic relations with
perhaps 10 independent African states.
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Nathan Shamuyaria, Zambabwian author
and pol itician, calls for fresh initiatives,
in his countryls hour of desperation, and
Chukwu Akuegbo Onwu, writing from the
Eastern Region, looks at Nigeria·s predicament. In a special supplement on East
African trends, Fenner Brockway, elder
statesman of British socialism and colonial
freedom, welcomes Tanzanian nationalisation measures and Reg inald Herbol d
Green, now Economic Adviser to the
Tanzanian Treasury, examines Kenya IS
blueprint for African socialigm in action.
In 11 Books & the Arts" writers and artists
from Mali, Nigeria, Malwi, Sudan,
South Africa are discussed, and a collection of drawings by Ibrahim Salahi is
reproduced for the first time. March 21
is 11 International Dayll - extracts from
the Un ited Nations statement on the day
are publ ished, and Matthew Nkoana,
whose organisation, the Pan-Africanist
Congress (South Africa) led the campaign
in which the Sharpeville massacre occurred
on March 21, 1960, describes the ferment
of political ideas in the ·fifties, which led
to these later events. Among shorter articles,
Rev Arthur Blaxall, now of the Mindolo
Ecumenical Centre, Zambia, continues his
series on policies for the care of Africa1s
deaf and bl ind, and Words Words Words,
the editors I monthly col umn on books and
the Press, comments on current South African
master-race theories.
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International Day

THE General Assembly of the United Nations, in its resolution 2142 of
26 October 1966, proclaimed 21 March as Ilnternational Day for the
El imination of Racial Discrimination I • • • as it commemorated the
anniversary of the massacre of peaceful demonstrators against raci~1
.
discrimination in Sharpeville, South Africa, seven years ago. This tragiC
incident focused the attention of the world on the inherent dangers of
aparthe id and the evi Is of its phi losophy.
The anniversary of the Sharpeville massacre is a particularly
appropriate time to concentrate all efforts to keep the question of racial
discrimination and apartheid before the conscience of the world. The
events of 21 March 1960 should be a spur to energetic and decisive efforts
to el iminate these inhuman practices. On that day, tens of thousands of
Africans held peaceful demonstrations all over South Africa against the
humiliating pass laws which restrict their freedom of movement and employment. In Sharpeville, an African location near Vereeniging, pol ice fired
at a peaceful rally of Africans killing sixty-eight persons and wounding
near Iy 200 others.
The Sharpevi lie demonstration was one of a series of protests
against apartheid. Demonstrations, work stoppages, and the burning of
passes took pi ace a 11 over the country. The work boycott on 28 March
was reported to be 90 per cent effective. Th irty thousand Afri cans marched
into Cape Town on 30 March in an amazingly peaceful and discipl ined
demonstration. These manifestations were met with indiscriminate violence
and brutal ity by the pol ice.
Scores of Iives were lost. Langa and Nyanga, African locations
near Cape Town, were surrounded by the police who prevented food from
going in so that the workers would be forced by hunger to go back to work.·
Later the pol ice went into locations and assaulted people who had remained
at home.
These repressive measures shocked world opinion and brought
home the urgent need for international action to el iminate the cause of the
tragedy, namely, the oppression and humil iation of mill ions of people by
o Government which practised racial discrimination as a state pol icy.
Many Heads of State and Government, Pari iaments, organ izations, church
groups, and individuals around the world voiced concern and condemned
racism. Boycott campaigns were organized and funds were collected for the
relief of the victims. The Sharpeville incident was a turning point in the
United Nations consideration of the question of apartheid. There was hope
at the time that world concern and the mounting tension in South Africa
itself would lead to a re-assessment .of policy and a change in the situation.
Unfortunately, this hope was not fulfilled. The South African Government
proceeded with more arbitrary laws, mass arrests, stronger repression. and
an intensive build-up of its mil itary and pol ice forces. The Sharpevd le
massacre must be regarded as a grim reminder, not only of the profound
in justice of aparthe id, but also of the fact that people who Iive under the
system of apartheid have no prospect of Iiberating themselves from oppression, unless international opinion can be marshalled on their side and
international action can be taken to Iiberate them.
THE Special Committee hopes, therefore, that the commemoration of
International Day for the Elimination of Racial Discrimination will result
in more effective action, at Governmental and non-Governmental level,
to help terminate the dangerous situation in southern Africa"
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(Extract from an appeal to non-governmental organ isations, rece ived

20 February by The New African, from the Special Committee on the Pol icies
of Apartheid of the Government of the Republ ic of South Africa,

T HE debate over Southern Rhodesia has now been
temporarily suspended, both in Whitehall and in Fleet Street
Harold W·j Ison and lan Douglas Smith are still Iicking the
wounds infl icted on their parties and populace by the illfated Tiger document. Experts are piec ing together the factors
that influenced Smith to re ject a document that gave his
220,000 white settlers independence on terms virtually
guaranteeing their rule over the 4 mill ion Africans, 9000
Indians and 13,000 Coloureds, for as long as they wanted or
managed to. They have stumbled on one new factor: Smith
may have feared, among other things, discovery of the extent
of maladministration in Southern Rhodesia under the cloak of
U D I (unilateral declaration of independence).
0

No doubt the Rhodesian debate will be re-started next
month (March) when the Security Council of the United
Nations reviews the operation of the mandatory sanctions
voted last December. There will be the usual verbal
exchanges, and another resolution urging more effective
sanctions. Even less will be expected to happen in Sal isbury,
Rhodesia, as a result of either the debate or the new list of
sanctioned goods. International capitalists in South Africa,
Portugal and France will make certain that the holes in the
seive are kept wide open. For example, the French textile
firm Marcel Boussac is exporting £2 million worth of textiles
in exchange for £2 mill ion worth of Rhodesian tobacco at the
knock-down price of 10d per pound. Both effective sanctions
and/or a constitutional solution favourable to the Africans,
can only be achieved by the use of force or the threat of
using it, by forces greater than those at the disposal of the
Smith regime.
lan Smith himself could re-start the debate by putting
concrete proposals based on the Il9.~ document before his
predominantly white electorate in a referendum, and to his
puppet Chiefs at an "indaba ll • If they were accepted, and
he proceeded to incorporate them into yet another
constitution, Wilson will be hard-pressed by large segments
of British opinion to accept the fait accompl i. The British
Conservative Party and South Africa are pressing Smith to do

just that. These are sources so valuable to the rebell ion that
they cannot be ignored for long. Further I Britain IS
Commonwealth Relations Secretary, tv\r. Herbert Bowden, has
told the House of Commons that such a development would
not be re jected out of hand. More importantly for Smith,
he could avoid that interim administration which may
uncover the gross post- U D I maladministration.
If the debate were resumed under these circumstances I
it will follow the tragic, retrogressive pattern of previous
negotiations: Smith setting the pace of events whi le Wi Ison
merely reacts to his initiatives; and the complete disregard
of the voice of the people concerned - the 4 mill ion
Africans. Both the "tal ks about tal ks ll and the Tiger
negotiations were initiated by Smith (making maximum and
skilful use of the settler Governor loyal to Britain) at the behest
of South African authorities. As long as Smith sets the pace the
African voice will of course be ignored, and Britain·s hand will
always be spurned (using the Conservative Party) whenever
sanctions reach areas vital to Rhodesia IS economy.
IF the situation in Rhodesia is to change significani"ly in
the critical year ahead, Britain must wrest the initiative by
negotiating directly with representatives of the African majority.
Britian has exhorted Rhodesian Africans to be constructive and
united, but it has never given them anything to be constructive
or united about. The national ist movement has worked singlehandedly in a growing, and frustrating vacuum. On the other
hand, Britain has been pursuing a futile policy of attempting
to split the white settlers; and the illusion that transition and
change could receive white settler endorsement. A fresh
start could be made by a statement from Whitehall expressing
readiness to hold discussions with all representatives of
African opinion in order to discover the minimum demands
they would insist upon in a new constitution, and the safeguards they would contemplate for the powerful European
minority. Such a statement would be the catalyst in the new
situation. It could lead to discussions that would establ ish a
wide measure of agreement among representatives of nearly
96 percent of the population -- Africans/" Indians, Coloureds,
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and a substantial number of progressive Europeans. The
British Government would then have the more justifiable task
of rallying opinion in Britain and Rhodesia behind proposals
Iikely to be supported by 4 mi II ion Africans, 9,000 Indians,
13,000 Coloureds, and may be up to a third of the
European population -- in all, 96 percent -- rather than
trying to spl it the racial ists and white supremacists in the
Rhodesian Front, who incidentally, cannot count on the
support of more than 50,000 white adults (about 4 percent of
the tota I adu It popu Iation).

joined in this chorus of blaming the Africans. They present
the division as an insuperable obstacle; they interpret the
fact that railways have not been blown up as an indication
that they like life to remain as it is. On the other hand, if
we form one monolithic party as Africans in other countries
have done, or if we blow up the railway lines, the same
people raise the fear of a one-party dictatorship as an
insuperable obstacle, or will interpret the sabotage as a
lack of appreciation for the benefits of civil isation. The
game is: Heads I win, tails you loose.

SUCH a development would have a most beneficial effect
on the nature of African politics inside the country. Not only
would new hope be given to the ordinary Africans, but the
task of assembl ing an all-party delegation to speak to the
British Government would be a focus for purposeful activity
for the two national ist organ isations, Z A N U and ZAP U.
To be effective, a constitutional delegation would include
representatives of Z A N U/ ZAP U, the Chiefs,
Opposition MPs, representatives of Indians, Coloureds and
progressive Europeans. The much discussed differences
between Z A N U and ZAP U would be reduced to their
infinitismal size when faced by constitutional issues over
which there are no differences at present. It will be
remembered that Kenya and Zambia, to cite only two, had
similar differences which were ameliorated at the time of
important constitutional changes. In each case coal ition
governments were formed. It must be repeated that
Rhodesian Africans have had little inducement for purposeful and/or constructive activity. Those who deplore the
campaign of terror and gueri Ila ki II ings in some parts of the
coun try, or those who are cr it ica I of the Ieadersh ip of the
national ist movement, must try to see the problem from this
point of view. If Britain, as the administering authority, had
established a hopeful, working, and consultative relationship with the chosen leaders of the Africans, the white
settlers would not have been as restless and fearful of
majority rule as they are today. The settlers, including
lan Smith, showed great interest in the outcome of the
meeting between Mr. Wi Ison and the African leaders,
Rev Ndabaningi Sithole, President of Z A N U and
tv\r. J. M. N. Nkomo, President of ZAP U, in Sal isbury in
October 1965, as the publ ished white papers confirm. If
Britain IS attitude to them were not so contemptuous,
segments of settler opinion, particularly in business and the
professions, would have accepted their leadership.

The more serious question is whether members of an
anti-Smith delegation can be allowed to leave Sal isburYi if
they did what power do they have for introducing their
agreed proposa Is? There are two ha If-a nswers tha t I can see:
The first is that once the principle is establ ished,
prel iminary tal ks can be held with representatives of the
nationalist parties from Oar es Salaam and Lusaka, and those
Chiefs and pari iamentarians who can leave Sal isbury. In the
end, however, any serious negotiations could only be
conducted by Rev Ndabaningi Sithole and Mr. Joshua Nkomo.
Their release may be contingent on the second factor, that
the thrust of international sanctions must aim at the
introduction of such agreed proposals. Present international
sanctions aim at the futi le and rather Iimited task of
demoral ising and thereby spl itting the minority Rhodesian
Front. This goal is not worth the trouble that has been taken.

Unfortunately, large sections of the British press have

If this approach were adopted, Britain would have to do
the following: Scrap the six principles which formed the basis
of previous negotiations; abandon the contention that any
settlement must be acceptable to the white power structure;
stop the futile effort of splitting the Rhodesian Front (Smith,
Welensky, Beadle, Gibbs etc are one and the same thing to
us); not pander to racial and kinship opinion in Britain
wh ich wants to se II-out the Afr icans.
IN conclusion, it must be emphasised that if Britain does
not open negotiations with representative Africans soon she will
have condemned Rhodesia and its people to a future of violence
and bloodshed. A settlement with settlers now, on the lines
of the Tiger document, is no real sol ution to the problem.
Further, the fact that sabotage has been Iimited today, does not
suggest to an observer that it wi II remain so for ever. Britain
may wan t to conde mn Rhodes ia to su c h a fu ture , as long as she
found a formula for riggl ing out now. But the ma jority Africans
would never let Britain or the settlers off the hook until justice
was done to them Iawfu 11 y or un i Iatera 11 y .
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NIGERIA
THE events which followed Nigeria1s army coup thirteen months
ago have certainly left the country at the cross-roads. Political
theorists and well-mean ing patriots have not exhausted themselves in an effort to find the way ahead of this Africa's largest
and most developed state among the free nations of the continent.
Tribal issues rather than pol itical or economic ones have
aggravated the national problem. The January coup/ apparently
hailed by the entire population, was dubbed a sectional, rather
than a national exercise, aimed at salvaging the masses from the
cl utches of corrupt pol iticians. It had been man ipulated, critics
say with tribal sentiments, by the most dynamic of the country1s
ethnic groups - the Ibos, some 12 million of whom inhabit the
Eastern Region. The ir activities in two main fields, pol itical
and economic, in the countryls life had constituted a threat to
the existence of the ir rivals in their own home regions. The
'ki 11 ing of two Premiers of each of the Northern and Western Regions and Prime Minister Abubakar Tafawa Balewa (a Northerner)
lent much weight to this argument.
The kidnapping of the Supreme Commander Aguiyi-Ironsi, only
recently declared dead and a large number of Southern army officers (mostly Ibos) in July 1966 counter-coup by Northern soldiers dominant group on the nation IS army - followed as a quick reprisal. In August of the same year the revenge was driven home
by the massacre of most Ibo elements resident in the Northern towns
with the greatest atrocities in Kano, Zaria and Kaduna. Eastern
official figures put the slain at 30,000. Frightened and helpless
the loos began an exodus from all sections of the federations back
to their own homes.
Supreme Commander Lt. Col. Yakubu Gowon, the Hausa and
successor to Ironsi, made futile pleas to stop the march-out / accompanied by the repatriation from the East of all non-Easterners,
mainly Northern Hausas and Yoruba Westerners on the order of the
East Regional Governor Lt.Col.Ojukwu.
There is little doubt that the encounter is mainly between the
Hausas and the Ibos and the feudal North versus the progressive
South in general.
The stabilising effect which the two remaining Regions, West
and the Mid-West would have suppl ied is just not effective enough.
The West just free from internal election strife of 1964 which has
set the present ball roll ing, remains si lent when not equivocal
about its stand. Both Regions, of course, are militarily too weak
to be prepared to risk offending the North, whose troops are in
virtual occupation of the two regions, refusing to budge inspite of
the national Supreme Council agreement to that effect in August
1966.
Laborious efforts are being made by what remains of the Federal
Military Government to halt a total disintegration of the country.
The chances of success are doubtful/if not negl igible. The meet-

CHUKWU AKUEGBO ONWU

ing of minds among the ruling military personnel which Gowon
has often preached as a prerequisite to the return of peace does
not appear to have been effected in the rank and file.
Sticking to onels guns is an attitude which appears to be confounding the situation the more. Unequivocal atonement for the
"pogrom lJ committed by Northern soldiers and civil ian mobs,
which the Easterners think could encourage them into forgetfulness, does not seem to be forthcoming from the Northern leadersh ip and masses.
In the meantime the task of resettl ing runaway citizens in
their respective Regions of origin is tell ing hard on the four Regional Mi Iitary Governments, the East in particular. The economy
faces the danger of si umping with the disruption of Federal
services, following the desertion of their posts by the workers.
The Railways, Electricity, Airways and other leading national
boards and corporations are the worst hit. tv\ost of them have
been forced to maintain only skeleton services during the past
five months.
THE urge'nt task of the moment is to evo Ive a new pattern of future
association for the 55 million Nigerians. The choice is now between a Federation and a Confederation after Gowon hod ruled
out a Unitary set-up as "unworkable" / and made vacillating
utterances on the two alternatives. The sacking or suspension
by Gowon of a committee set up by him late last year to explore
the new modus vivendi was a mark of the panel IS ineffectiveness.
Though the mil itary leaders appear to have made up their
differences at their Aburi, Ghana, meeting last January 5,
subsequent events still point the way to a gloomy future, while
the country is sti II left in the doldrums. Back from Ghana, East
Military Governor Ojukwu still clings to his love for a Confederal system into which viewpoint he had pulled his people after
the reprisals against them. In this stand Easterners are offering
jukwu the ir unfl inch ing support, apart from the lone voices of
separatist agitators among the non-Ibo minorities in the Rivers
area, demanding the setting up of a new state for them a demand
already marked by bloody riots and said to have been North inspired in a bid to drive a wedge between the Ibos and the
other ethnic groups in the same Region.
But Gowon, said to be under the infl uence of his Northern
advisers, maintains that the Accra conference endorsed the
continuation of the federal system as at before the January
1966 coup, Northern leadership having switched from their
immediate demand for a break-up (Confederation) after the
coup to backing of a strong Federation. This shifting of ground
is considered in diplomatic circles as being prompted by the
Northerners' fear of being pushed into economic hardship in a
dismembered Nigeria, since all their entire trade with the out-
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side world would have to be done through the Southern seaports of Port Harcourt (East) and Lagos (West). The latter would
eventually go with the Yorubas in the event of a break-up.
The East Military Governor is increasingly indicating his
preference for a Confederal system. This is seen in his undisguised
loss of faith in the existing Federal services over the past six
months. His latest act cutting the East from the six-year-old
National Provident Fund is a pointer. So, too, is his demand
that the Aburi Ilagreementll that the Regions II should move
slightly apart ll should be implemented without further delay.
Ojukwu seemed to have won his way just before the Ghana talks.
Regions had already set up their own training depots for army
recruits who were all previously being trained in the Northern
town of Zaria on a national level ..
ONE factor makes the Nigerian political situation most complicated and uncertain Now. Tribal ism, the biggest evi I to retard

the nation's march, which the military regime aimed at eliminati ng from the nat ion's life, is now entrenched more than ever
before as a result of the bloody events of 1966. Strictly speakin g t rib a lis m most lye xis t e din the ran k and fi Ie 0 f se Ifish po Iiticians who peddled it for the purpose of catching tribal votes
during elections, but now the stream of society life is almost
irremediably poll uted with the gall of sectional ism.
Nigerians' co-existence in one integral country is a thought
most desirable in principle. But human elements which these
episodes of the last year have brought into play cannot be
easily overlooked. That the peoples need separate spheres of
activity now to cool off in the present circumstance there is
no doubt .What is not clear is the fruit of this separation in
the ultimate - whether it will lead to a peaceful re-association
or an everlasting balkanization in which the rival tribal groups
may either perish or survive in a world where inter-state and
mutual co-operation is the order of the day.

cation by gesture develops, recognised only
by the closest circle of acquaintances. It
was the use of such gestures among a group
of deaf-mutes in Paris that led a priest to
th ink deepl y: cannot these crude gestures
be developed/ even as speech and writing
has grown through the ages. Abbe L'Epee
(for that was h is name) Iived some 300
years ago but is still revered cs the pioneer
educator of the totally deaf. He devised
a system of Ietters formed by the fi ngers,
and numerous meaningful gestures. Educators from other countries visited his
school in Paris, improvements were suggested and adopted.

born-deaf: deafened; hard-of-hearing/
and so on. Alas, there are also those with
additional handicaps as well as deafness:
the epileptic deaf; those both deaf and
bl ind; deaf cripples; each call ing for
particular skill and infinite love, with
deafness always the basic disability:There are organisations such as the Royal
Commonwealth Society for the Deaf/ and
the World Federation of the Deaf/ who are
surveying various countries where so far
Iittl e has been done for the deaf: the
measure of their success will depend largely
on the response they rece ive from state
and local authorities in countries concerned.

At the beg i nn i ng of the 19th century
educational ists in Germany woke up to the
fact that human speech is a very prec ise
and del iberate achievement. Sounds are
produced by spec ifi c movements of lips/
The second of a series
tongue and throat / to wh ich are added
facial expressions. The importance of this
A MOTHER once said to me: liT. was so for the deaf was quickly appreciated - if
those whose hearing mechanism is at
different from my other ch i Idren; he took
fault can follow language produced by
no noti ce when I used h is name, and
fi ngers / can they not a Iso fo II ow the face
even when I turned h is face towards me
there was no response, only wide open eyes and throat movements of ordinary speech?
looking deep into mine as if enquiring what Experiments proved successful with the
result that the Wall of Silence has been
it was all about •. then it dawned on me:
breached.
T. - was not hear ing .• there was a great
wall of silence between us; and (lOW I am
BUT it is a difficult and costly process.
asking you, Mr. Blaxall/ how can I get
through that barrier? 11 That is the great
Teachers who are drawn to give their lives
to the education of the deaf must have
question which deafness sets up: how to
establish communication, without which the specialised training. Results will vary
deaf ch i Id wi 1I grow up a stranger in a hard greatly: the most intell igent pupils respond
world where there is little time given to
quickly giving great joy; slower children
those who are handicapped in the struggle
call for patience al most beyond endurance,
but when understanding does come the light
for ex istence.
in the deaf ch i Id's eyes repays the months
and years of struggle.
It is because of inability to hear the
voice of parents and teachers that a deaf
child remains dumb - isolation is complete,
There are many, many other aspects of
except that as years pass, and the ch i Id
deafness which cannot be dealt with in such
a brief note. There are grades of deafness grows, a very limited means of communi-

The two keys in the struggle against
deafness are: research and persona I serv ice.
Research is needed all the time because the
fact that a child hears nothing is not selfevident at birth, as is the case with most
physical disabilities, thus much valuable
time is lost. Then when the fact of hearing
loss is establ ished research is needed to
secure the best possible mechanical
amplification of any degree of hearing which
remains. Then there is constant need for
consul tation between the medi cal profession,
educators and technical experts/ call ing
for imaginative action by those in power
and authority.

To breach
the wall
of silence

The case for specific
legislation to meet the
needs of Africa's blind and
deaf:

The challenge comes also in the realm
of personal service: working with the deaf
is exacting, at times even exasperating, and
is rare Iy spe c t a cui ar • Thus ita II co mes
back to the note with which this series was
started: a nation is known by the attention
it gives to its handicapped citizens, which
is costl y in men and money.
Legislation to provide funds for special
education/ health services, and old-age
pensions is essential, but the greatest need
of all is for dedicated personal service which
looks for nothing but the joy of releasing
imprisoned personal ities.
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Similarly, the greatest contribution of
the wh ite commun ity (there are notabl e
minorities among the wh ites who re ject the
system, we are well aware), is from those
who are not devout ideologues but ordinary
fol k who take the system for granted and
Iive apartheid in a 'normal' way. It is on
this inert though collaborating section that
governments ul timatel y depend when
they wish to transform an idea into a way
of life - the inert plebs (some of them
very erudite, indeed), the masses,
pol iti call y unsophisti cated and so
susceptible to pre judice.

THOSE whose only criticism of
Apartheid is that "it won't work" need
on Iy go to South Afri ca to see that the
system does work. They wi II then find
that Apartheid is not only an idea, but
it is a reality that is noticeable in the
organisation of public services, it is
reasonably efficient in its separation
of the different races and it has
created a consistent system of
government whi ch, even allowing
for the anomalies here and there, has
cohesion and, above all authority.
Why does it work? No one in
South Africa really believes that
Apartheid is a good thing, not even
those who impose it. The Africans
and some whites condemn it as
manifestly unjust and, of late, the
government and its supporters ignore
these condemnations. They do not
try to answer them because they do
not need to. Those who condemn are
silenced or gagged but the government,
confident in its own strength and the
unfl inching support of its followers does
not really need to sell the doctrine of
Apartheid. It preaches to the converted
and reproves and chastises those who
wou Id undo these tea ch ings .
Superior power then, enables the
government to carry through its aims.
But this hardly explains why the
system does not collapse because of the
deep hatred, conflicting and irreconcilable objectives between its makers and
those who have to endure it.
The reason, ostensibly, is that
intimidation and violence force the
dissenters to obedience, albeit only
grudging obedience. True though
this may be, it leaves many questions
unanswered. Why, for instance, does
the government succeed in implementing
the host of laws it passes? Why are its
courts used by the oppressed? Why are
its officials - policemen, civil servants

and teachers - accepted in their
communities and not condemned ipso
facto as lackeys? In short where does
it derive its authority from? (And by
authority we simply mean that it can
expect, does expect the publ ic, black
as well aSWhite, to recognise its
legitimacy and to recognise duties and
obl igations to the State, and these
expectations are seldom flouted.)

There are many things wrong with
South Africa but the one single and most
important is that far from the South
Afri can government trying to create an
aparthe id state, an aparthe id state does
in fact ex ist, furthermore its actions
are still carried out with some legal ity.

There is, however, a Iimit to the
extent to which dishonesty can be dressed
up in the robes of respectability. Even
l80-day detention has to be warranted by
the semblance of a pari iament and the
One reason is t ha t, hav ing leg is Iate d
spectre of a minister of justice, through
national opposition out of existence, it
a civil servant, the attorney-general.
has destroyed common purpose and
But it is predictable that extreme pressure
direction among those who oppose, so
of
some sort may cause the government to
that its claim to authority receives no
be seen to deviate from this "orderly"
coherent challenge . Protest, loud and
way of doing things. It might start
embittered though it may be, is centred
in fr ing ing its own, sham, Queensbury
around spe c ifi c issues and is gradua II y
rules. This may not be caused by
being deflected away from the fundamental
pressure at all, it can just as well be
questions. Indeed, the bureaucratic
institutions Iike the Bantu Affairs Department caused by over-confidence.
and the Bantustans seduce dissenters into
If such a situation arose and lasted
attempting to bring about change through
long enough, the oppressed may be
these institutions. Numerous points of
expected to rise in a defiant frenzy of
consultation are created and people ar~
indignation, shaking off the inertia that
made to believe that although they have
makes government possible. When that
no bargaining power, they might be able to
get something by availing themselves of these day comes, Apartheid can say its last
prayers. The grievances of the people
opportunities of consultation. There is a
are explosive. It needs only some si ight
real danger that this bel ief might become
widespread as people become more and more omission, some mishap, one of those
miscalculations with which historians
beleaguered by negation and despair.
are so famil iar, to turn poison into fire.
Some people while rejecting most of the
things done against them in the name of the
The State here, rests completely
state, have however, developed habits of
and totally on its efficiency. Having
deference and have through sheer experience to contend with irreconci lable dissensus,
come to accept Apartheid as an accomplished the State gives regulation and efficiency
fact. Through habit, then, they take off
where there is doubt and apprehension.
their hat when they see a white man, go to
This was its primal strength; this may be
their side of a segregated bus queue and never its final 00 secret.
have the temptation to desire a woman or man
(as the case may be) of the other race. Where
relations are not of hate they are of
indifference.
The government feeds on this indifference, on
the absence of feel ing of whatever sort,
between people--;rcrrrrerent races.

SAM C. NOLUTSHUNGU

Stokeley Carmichael and the other Black
Power advocates miss the point of the racial
aspects of the Vietnam War. It is true, as
they say, that once again America is fighting
a constantly updated version of that old
shibboleth 't he Yellow Peril I • But when they
Societies faced with crises of confidence claim that a disproportionate number of
have always sought to mitigate their angst in Negroes are being sent to Vietnam their
fantasy thrusts of foreign policy. Imperial
credibility is under cut each time President
Russian history is resplendent with such
Johnson decorates another Negro war hero
examples. The most telling ironically was
at the White House.
another confusing Asian war. That one
turned out to be the catal yst for the 1905
Violence begets violence and undoubtRevol ution.
edl y there is an echo effect that bounces
the bloodl ust back and forth from the
America·s war has all the earmarks of
napalm raids in Vietnam to the fire tactics
the kind of crusade which muffles many
in the American ghettos. The whole of
problems under one blanket. Perhaps its
America is caught up in it, an orgy of
cruelest ploy is its intent of solving
consc ious and unconsc ious 007ism.
America·s viciousness toward the Negro
by other viciousness in Southeast Asia.
It may be that domestic frustrations
will indeed be alleviated over the bodies
If we are in a late bourgeois world, then of hundreds of thousands of Asians. If that
the motivations for America·s Asian crusade is so, then in American terms the current
are at least comprehensible in terms of
crusuade in Asia will have been successful.
simple h istori cal logi c. If on the other hand
there is a sinister, crusade-planning cabal
But it is just as bad when domestic
in Washington which dictates to network
considerations force nations to abnegate
television, the wire services and the major their international obl igations as has been
newspapers that a 1I combat photographs
the case with Britain in Rhodesia, and as
from Vietnam must include at least one
it is with all the ma jor Western powers in
Negro -- preferably one helping a wound- South Africa.
ed white buddy from the battlefield, then
the moral impl ications of the whole morass
Perhaps it is just as well to remember
are chill ingly more expl icit.
that always nations have acted first in
terms of their own sel f-interest and that
But whether or not such directives
any country's body pol itic is made up
insisting on multiracial anti-Communism
of nine-tenths domestic pol icy and oneactually exist, it is still very clear that
tenth foreign policy. Seemingly as long
the US Government is taki ng the pressure
as abandonment of moral principles pays
off at home by applying it militarily in
off, moral principles will continue to
Asia.
be abandoned in this world of mach
IT is tiring and depressing to real ize that
politik.
IF we are, as Nadine Gordimer implies,
in a late bourgeois world, then the manifest
tendency of American cui ture to solve its
internal problems through an Asian war is
readily explicable.

The African Communist
SIR, L. Bloom 's defence of the African
Communist IIline ll on the P A C is
understandable, so is Martin Legassick's
swiping at Nkoana in the same (December)
issue of The New African. The passing
of the A N C as an effective force in the
South African Liberation Struggle has
naturally left its white friends feeling
isolated, frustrated and bitter. Gone are
their chances of climbing to power in a
free South Africa over A N C backs. All
that is left is a vituperative campaign
against the real militants and activists
of the P A C - led Azanian Revolution,
waged throug h the King Street based
African Communist

The kidnapping of Pokela, massarrests of P A C personnel in South Africa,
and other current developments show who
is actively engaged in the home field.
If Vorster, Jonathan and the enemy
leaders take P A C seriously, there is
hardly any need to wait for recognition
from the disgruntled white emigre 'Ieft'
fringe.
Let Bloom and the others accept
the facts of the real situation and join the
strugg Ie for a free South Afr ica
Trevor Bush
The Cathedra I School
Llandatt
Cardiff
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SOYIN

IN LONDON

Two writers in London
assess"The Lion and the
Jewel" (picture below)

MAZISI KUNENE

WOlE Soyinkals play liON AND THE
decide which of the two systems we
JEWEL has had various favourable reviews approve of; consequently which
but one wonders why. This is a bad play. characters we identify vvith. This is
in itself not a frustrating experience since
It is neither profound nor skilled technically. Soyinka has fallen into the trap
we do know all the time that the whole
of many present day African writers who
thing is a joke.
dress up poor skill with exotica.
TECHNICALLY the play is a failure.
The main theme is the conflict of
We are given long soliloquys -which are
val ues between the traditional and the new. far from enhancing the dramatic qual ity
The teacher acted by Femi Euba is a type
of the play and these Iines bore us with
typical of those mentally sterilised
their weak prose-poetry. They lack wit,
intellectuals who think everything British
the only quality which sustains any
is good / superior and c ivi Iized. The
so Ii loquy .
civilized behaviour is illustrated
more
Th
.
h
b
e numerous d ances are th'In Iy I'In k e d WI'th
by artefacts and mannerisms
t
an
y
an
th
. ac t'Ion. It'IS d'ff'
_
.
e main
I
ICU It t 0 un d erethic. The result IS that the teacher
IS
t
d
h
d
Af
.
_ _
_ _ s an
ow mo ern
rlcan wrl-t ers f-I
al to
exposed
as
a
blundering,
superficial
nitwit.
th
b
I'
f Afrlcan
.
grasp
e sym 0 IC meaning
0
_
.
!he girl/acted by H~nnah Brlght- Taylor /
IS also a type, less wltty/ less humorous
but more human. She is muddled but her
muddle-headedness has a more earthy
quality_ She sees through the artificial
sentimental ity of the teacher who she
despises. Her contempt for the teacher
is no signal that she better appreciates
the situation. One gets the impression
that her mindlessness puts her in a
better position in relation to the teacher
only because she acts more by instincts
than the teacher does. The teacher on
the other hand is a fool who thinks
that the confl i ct of val ues is itsel f not
deep enough. Nor is the confl ict
sharpened later by the intervention of
the Village chief acted by Lionel
Ngakane. The old fox manages to
seduce the vi Ilage girl turned national
beauty queen by using a very simple
but effective strategem. He tells the
wife he is impotent. The girl decides
to taunt him and falls victim in spite
of a II her pretent ions. She later
chooses to marry the chief rather
than the foolish foreign-educated
teacher.
The confl i ct in the play is superficial. The evaluation of the two
systems - old and new - is shallow. As
a resu It we are unabl e at the end to

dances. More often than not they depict
them as sensual material exotic entertainment but devoid of intellectual content.
Scarcely do they real ise that this II v illage
exotica ll contains profound intellectual
experience.

The result is that, Soyinka's play,
in one episode there are several different
dan c e s, so me 0 f the m qui te i rrei e van t
to the drama. This arises, one would
suspect / out of a fa i Iure to understand the
mean ing of communal drama. By its
very nature communal drama must use
dramatic, symbolic expr.essions. The
symbol i c expressions are effected through
bodily movement, masks, music and dance.
Dance itself in the traditional drama is
closely Iinked with the meaning and
deve lopment of the story. One can
understand of course how writers
reared in the European form of
"conversational drama ll would find it
difficult to infuse the techniques
used in the communal symbol ic
drama.
Soyinka IS attempt or rather his use
of dancing to heighten the effect is
unsuccessful precisely because all the
dances are ill ustrative and therefore
parallel to the action rather than
expressive of it. Indeed they are too
many to make a successfully unified
image _ They start and peter out
before any mean ing can be adduced
from them. Why shou Id dan ces have
any mean ing? Because that is the
nature of drama in which this play
purports to convey.
The play is disappointing since
Mr. Soyinka is himsel f a good writer.
The vultures who ~at up everything
Afri can wi 11 eat even a carcase but the
African writer must learn to detect these
birds. They are bound to be his death in
the end_

THE story is quickly told: Lakunle is a
teacher in the Nigerian village of Ilunjinle;
he is brashly new-fangled; he shall change
the rustic bush to modern thinking. He is
also in love with Sidi, the village belle,
but refuses to pay the traditional bride-price.
Sidi's beauty has been photographed and
given prominence in a nationally distributed
magazine; it has caught the admiring attention of Baroka, the local ruler / and he uses
a cunning ploy and his unwitting headwife,
Sadiku, to seduce Sidi.
But the play is much more than this outl ine
story. The ploy has been called reactionary.
Is Lakunle really a purveyor or an apostle of
progress? We need on Iy hear him spout unrea 1- istic modernity and we need only compare him
with another of Soyinka's teachers (Emen in
The Strong Breed) to real ize that Lakunle's
is an advocacy of old-fashioned superficialities, and that the man1s head inhabits a
world of individualistic romance and heroics_
Nor / on the other hand / is the Ba Ie the so-
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Anne Darnborough

easy-to-be sketched stereotype of reactions.
This sly, old fox is also the wise, old lion,
that, hardly against progress, wishes to
preserve a still centre in a pell-mell world
of plunging innovation, and wants to maintain individual ity against the onslaughter of
sameness.
Between these two a "canedic" battle is
fought out between the generations and the
cultures of Africa today. And the del ight
of the play lies partly in the contemplative
stasis and creative dynamic achieved by the
tensions between them: because of Sidi r
the Jewel r the prize - who as the ob ject
of the rivalry not only combines a charming
simpl icity with her beauty r but is instinct
with spirit, wit and warmly responsive
femininity. More so, as she also engages
in the battle of the sexes of which the
protagonist is the crafty, but deliciously
outwitted, Sadiku.

A Man of the People by Chinua Acheber;
The Concubine by Elechi Amadi;
Efuru by Flora Nwapa; No Easy Task by
Aubrey Kachingwa Heinemann
Education Books, African Writers' Series

generating an excitement at events
and maintaining an interest in the
outcome. This is maintained
however, by the simple device of
personal ising those at the pol iti cal
top and purporting to let us know them
as people, thus pandering to the taste
we a II have in some degree for "the
inside story" about politicians at the
time of great events. In this sense it
parallels the work of say r Maurice
Edelman, the British M P who writes
nove Is about beh ind-the-scenes life at
Number 10, or "Advice and Consent" by
Alien Drury, dealing with American
political life-at-the-top, or anyone of
countless novels, not only dealing with
contemporary "history" but also with the
famous of centuries past. In common, they
let the reader feel he is on the inside of
great events.
This is of course a sensation one can
titillate infinitely more profitably by
reading some of the autobiographies of real
people at one time or another in high places.

IN bringing out Chinua Achebe's
latest novel, A Man of the People, in
paper back reasonably soon after its
hardcover appearance, He inemann 's
have done a great serv ice .

For this is a superior work, by any
standards. Readers of the New Afr ican
wi II remember the review following the
book's first appearance which treated it
in depth and with sympathy, outl ining
interestingly Achebe's progression from
NOW, the battle of the sexes in the harem earl ier works sti 1I deal ing with the
of the Bale? And Baroka himself, refused
rural, traditional world of the West
by the simple village girl? A Palace Work- African countrYr facing the
ers' Union in the Bale's well-run household penetration of modern ways, to this
Or The Teacher goodnaturedly derided
very funny satire of the new, urban
by the hoi-polloi. His blandishments repell- society, particularly in political
ed by a none-toe-coy maiden? Indeed
places.
While from their lessons an entire form can
truant in celebration of the return visit of
In any round-up of novels publ ished
the Camera-man?
in Britain in the past year r I would rate
Yes of course: For what happens is that
A Man of the People very high. Seen
Soyinka up-dates and back-dates situations, together with the other novels most
and writes them into the calendar of pleasant recently put out in paperback by
mirth that flicks the spectator into present
Heinemann's in their African Writer
and pressing consideration of spiritual needs series, it soars out higher than any
in terms of cultural norms, material require- of them.
ments: physical and social stresses and their
Beside it, the other book of the
express ion.
Despite the heavy approach adopted here quartet deal ing with modern pol itical
Iife in Africa seems a pedestrian
(and this is by no means a serious enough
affair. Mr. Kachingwe deals r in a
view of an early light Soyinka ) the play
stra ightforward a Imost documentary
is basically a romantic comedy: its feel
way, with the struggles toward
incl udes and transcends the 11 incurable
independence of a British colony in
romanti cism" of Lakunle. The sol ution
serves to cl inch the feel ing one has that the Central Afri ca, and succeeds, desp ite
his stiff characters and their somewhat
play takes off from reality and flies freely
stilted speech and responses, in
into ideal.

Novels such as these do Iittle to aid
one's real understanding of how men of
high position work, how they are influenced,
what their actions mean in terms of their
effect on the society in which they are set.
Kachingwe merely recounts, in two
dimension, black and whiter the family life
of a leader in stirring times. Achebe on the
other hand, examines his man, laughs at
him, comments on him, sets him deep in his
society and so helps his reader to a much
wider understanding of men, and of men in
their political environment, than a mere
imaginary" inside" reportage.
One concludes that with A Man of the
People, Achebe is one of very few novelists
indeed to be found writing currently who has
added sign i fi cantl y to the tiny body of
serious novels concerned, at least in some
measure, with politics.

T HE other two books of the quartet,
Efuru and The Concubine, could also be
described as historical novels. But here we
are dealing with the pre-colonial history
of Nigeria and both books are, I think,
more than mere guides to this little
known territory. Both chose to make a
woman, living in a small village and
possessed of singular qualities, their
centra I figure. Both women are unfortunate in love and marriage and blessed
with extraordinari Iy good natures and
high standards of personal conduct even
by severe vi II age criteria. Both, but
particularl y Miss Nwapa's Efuru, give

the impression of being bored to death by
the whole rigmarole of tribal convention
with wh i ch they are expe cted to
conform, despite their personal Iy
abnormal circumstances. Efuru escapes
from dreary real ity by becoming a
priestess for the local goddess and
dreams of her significantly - and
enviousl y. The goddess is not married.
She has no ch i Idren, therefore has not
experienced the joy of motherhood,
she has riches and beauty. Everything
in fact which should make women dislike
her. Yet she·s a goddess and they
worship her. On the other hand Efuru
is not and is miserable.
The book is rich in tales of village
;ustom, in old sayings and proverbs,
in almost excessively detailed
description of the mundane business
of living in a rural village, untouched
by modern ways. But, in the tortuous
unfolding of Efuru's unhappiness, as
she is seen not to conform though she
tries so hard, one suspects Miss
Nwapa IS great rei ief at the passing
of such rigourous and boring patterns
for feminine life in todayls Nigeria.
Indeed both these books, while
detailing precisely every possible
aspect of vi Ilage life, and thereby
appearing at first glance to be
loving appraisals of times past when
life was dignified and simple, when
It the 01 d truths", as the bl urb on The
Concubine·s jacket runs"were
undisturbed by white men and
European values ll , show the writers·
sensitivity to the cruelties of that society.
The careful exposing of patterns and
customs to be followed, of the rigourous
sel f-discipl ine needed by someone out
of Iine to maintain appearances of the
readiness to give way to fate in the form
of the sayings of sages and II w ise men lt ,
'signs and sacrifices, underlines the authors·
awareness of the Iimiting qual ity of that
Iife on individual development - in both
these cases, women of intell igence, unable
to live happily within the rules.
Unless the blurb on Mr Amadi·s book is
meant satirically, I think its writer has the
wrong end of the sti ck. By h is lights lithe moving simplicity .... the old truths,
human society is orderly and predictable
except when the gods are wrongedlt - the
book would be a mere tourist's guide to the
traditional Nigeria. As it is, I think both
it, and Efuru, thoughtful and certainly
respectful, are nonetheless powerful
indi ctments of the old order.
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Absolom Vilakazi

African Law Adaptations and Development
edited by Hit da Kuper and Leo Kuper
(University of California Press, $7.50)

T HE book presents a rich "smorgasbord"
fare to suit even the most sophisticated of
palates The main sauces, provided by the
editors in the theoritical introduction and
by Dr.Smith in his ItSociological Framework of Law" are absolutely superb.
This reviewer would Iike to hope that
this book blazes a trail in the kind of studies
wh ich we now need for a proper understanding of African societies. It has become very
important to insist with the editors (page 5)
that if studies of African societies are "to
yield theoretically meaningful results, and
not simply essentially unique and discrete
items of knowledge, it is necessary that the
observations be related within a theoretical
system." We suggest that the introduction
is a timely reminder that there is very serious
relevance for anthropologists and other
Africanists of sociological and other theories
developed from studies of other than African
societies, especially when we study modern
Africa.
The contributors, all of them eminent
scholars in their fields, have given us in
these essays important food for thought.
The essays begin properly, as one should in
Africa, with wholesome dishes of traditional
systems very ably presented by the Mayers,
Daryll Forde, Jan Vansina and Max
GI uckman.
Part three of the book presents very
interesting studies of adaptations and
directed changes in African legal systems'.
Professor Anderson's discussion of the
adaptation of Musl im Law in Sub-Saharan
Africa presents problems of great complexity
for, as Smith observes in his analysis, not
only is there the problem of reconcil ing
theory and pra'ctice, but the added one of
imposing rigid Koranic Concepts on
African rei igions which Iie just beneath
the Musl im crust.
d'Arboussier's contribution helps
again to underl ine the importance of caution

when people freely tal k of the French
Assim i Iation ist pol icy as if it was appl ied
equally in all places. It would seem, in
fact, that assimilation was applied only
where it was practical and useful to the
colonial power.
THE contradications inherent in the
Colonial systems are again very clearly highIighted by Lesl ie Rubin in his examination of
legal adaptations in South Africa. Dr. El ias
throws a much wider net and examines the
evol ution of law and government in tv\odern
Africa; and by drawing attention to British
eclecticism as contrasted with French
commitment to the Code Napoleon, he raises
some interesting impl ications for the legal
scholars and African legislators.
Dr .Allott's summary: liThe future of
African Law" comes as an appropriate
dessert to what is an eminently satisfying
meal. Dr. Allott raises very pertinent
questions in his essay which scholars and
jurists al ike should face squarely. One
such question which cries aloud for an
answer is: Does the mere f9ct that legal
systems in modern Africa happen to be found
in the same continent give them anything in
common? Is not "African law" now an
empty term Iike It European !aw lt ? Questions
can also be raised about the relevance and
practical ity of a Pan-Africanist approach
to African Law which is now clearly in
pol itical vogue.
Then, of course, there is the troublesome
question of: "To what extent is it possible to
el iminate local or tribal variations and to
evolve a common customary law applicable
throughout the land? It He points out that
while such unified systems already exist
or could easily be devised for LeSotho,
Letswana, Swaziland, Somal i Republ ic,
it is not a simple matter in most other states
We commend this book to students of
African law, to African sociologists and to
administrators alike. It should stimulate
much thought and discussion. Hopefully I
it wi II generate further creative research
in the field.
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The art
boom

Tony Voss

Arnold Segal

may, the brief introduction is
basically sound, and does in fact
constitute a useful discussion of the
nature of African art. One would
wish, however, for more data as to
use and function of the ob jects
depicted, as testimony to the cultural
roots and significance of African Art,
and as a corrective (or, at least,
counterweight) to undiscerning
hyper-aestheticism.
The Roar of Thunder by Wilbur Smith
(Slmon and Schuster;' New York, $5.95)
THIS is less a South African novel than
an entry in the race to Hollywood so pantingly led by "-AT. Harold Robbins. Only in
the cinematic sense can it claim to be vivid,
epic and on the grand scale: for the
purposes of the screen it has everything -cast of thousands, exotic setting, battle
scenes, tempestuous love and a big, lusty
hero, Sean Courtney, who is successively
ivory hunter, British scout in the South
African war, wattle farmer and member
of the first Un ion pari iament • Perhaps
it is an attempt to give to the South African
Engl ish imagination a sense of history and
identity.
But in its selective view of history
and its requirements that one ignore the
consequences of many of t-he issues which
are at the centre of its action, the novel
is a victim of South Africa's lack of
historical sense. It is a novel of gratuitous
violence and imprecision. This is all a
pity, because M.r. Smith can write vividly,
as in the battle scenes; he shows stamina
and persistence and considerable invention.
In E. M. Forster 's terms he can keep the
reader asking 'What next?' without seriously
raising the question 'Why?'
The publ ishers claim for the author an
ll
lI exc iting sense of colonial Iife
•
But to my
mind the novel shows rather a colonial sense
of life: a preparedness to exploit South
African history, among other things, for the
immediate gratification of less than humane
ends.

African Art in American Collections
by Warren Robbins (Praeger, New York)

WHILE one can freely admit to having
been somewhat 'spoiled' by several recent
publications in the field, the sculpture
photographs used in this book leave a
rather disappointing impression. This
AS part of the 'art boom' in America
these days, there is a great deal of interest book makes it abundantly clear that there
is currentl y very Iittl e agreement as to
in African art, and exhibitions of major
how Afri can scul pture shoul d be
private collections are increasingly
photographed. Incl uded are examples
frequent. Such exhibitions are usually
of every approach, from 'high drama'
accompan ied by catalogues, more or less
lavish, which, taken together, suggest
(murky shadows) to 'drab commonplace'
the impressive amount (and qual ity) of
(dead flat lighting). Mercifully I the
African art presently in American hands.
extremes are rare, and the bul k of the
There are, however, a n umber of
photographs used are good, if disparate
smaller collections which ordinarily
in conception. In on Iy two instances
would not become accessible to the
is the view of an object badly misstudent in th is manner, incl uding the
leading -- plates 50 and 71 give top
views of horizontally-worn masks.
holdings of non-special ized museums of
art, and museums of non-art (i. e.
natural history and ethnography). It
While it is clearly fruitless to argue
is especially as a contribution to
the relative merits of objects incl uded
remedying this deficiency that the
as compared to those left out, it might
publ ication of African Art in
be possible to argue several of the
American Collections is timely and
attributions, such as that of the carved
wel come.
ivory tusk in plate 168 to the Yorubo;
in general, it would be helpful to know
The book has two objectives:
the basis for the attributions given.
(1) A survey of the strengths (and
weaknesses?) of Ameri can collections,
These comments shoul d be read as
and (2) Presentation of 'key'
minor qualifications of a generally
monuments as an entree for interested
commendable product. The inclusion
non-special ists. It would seem at the
of a Iist of important American museums
outset that these two intentions are
and private collections which include
difficult to reconcile, and it is open
ob jects from Afri ca wi II be useful to
the 'tourist I, and the story of the
to question whether either or both
have satisfactorily been achieved in
beginnings of collection of African
the presen t instan ce . Be that as it
art in the USA is fascinating.
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Chisiza's
Symposium
Reginald Herbold Green

Economic Development In Africa (Papers of
the Nyasaland Economic Symposium of 1962),
Edited by E. F. Jackson (Blackwell, 1964).
VOLUMES OF SYMPOSIUM PAPERS are limited
both by their inability to convey the life and
interaction of the meeting and by the almost
inevitable unevenness in quality. Often they
irritate by patchy coverage and inadequately
developed conflicting statements of viewpoint
or "fact." In a conference discussion can
overcome gaps and provide a basis for participants to choose between alternative positions,
a volume of papers has no such possibilities.
The papers of the Nyasaland Economic Symposium organised by the late Dunduzu Chisiza
suffer from the first two weaknesses. They
largely escape the latter pair partly because of
the organiser's success in mounting a comprehensive programme and partly because authors
have, by and large, spelled out the bases of
their conclusions, allowing intelligent evaluation
by readers. While the format precludes the
presentation of any unified strategy of development and the backgrounds of most authors limit
their ability to mount detailed proposals for
Malawi, the volume does raise most of the
seminal issues in African economic development
in a lucid and stimulating manner.
Three pieces are worthy of special notice. D.
K. Chisiza's sweeping" Temper, Aspirations, and
Problems of Contemporary Africa" is a thoughtful, visionary, and humane statement of
Africans' past, present, and goals for the
future. A serious and distinctively African
contribution to the literature of social
democracy, it is both fresh and radical on the
human relations side but rather cautious on
the economic. Chisiza's piece bears comparison
with Senghor's African Socialism - than which
it is more realistic and less concerned with
political myth building. Also with Kenya's
Sessional Paper 10 than which it is more
searching philosophically but also decidedly less
operationally specific.
Chisiza had yet to grapple with the practical
difficulty of reconciling individual economic
initiative with egalitarianism, social control over
the economy, and the creation (or maintenance) of a basically non-economic focus of
human relationships. His offhand proposal for
civil service-politician leadership in the private
economic sector illustrates this dilemma. Such
leadership may set an example to others but
experience in all too many African states
suggests it is more often a highroad to bureaucratic capitalism typically cum corruption.
It tightly links economic and political power 'in
the hands of a small, closed elite divided from
the vast majority of the population by a widening gulf of economic inequality and human
alienation.

Reconciliation of democratic participation
with the one-party state and its charismatic
leader already troubled the then Malawi Congress Party -Secretary-General. The crushing of
the humane, moderate social democratic, African radicalism for which Chisiza and a majority
of the then Cabinet stood, by the authoritarian,
dogmatic, neo- Victorian conservatism of Dr.
Banda underline the reality of the problem.
"Hastings' Bandastan" is as clear a demonstration of the dangers inherent in one-party
democracy and a dominant, unifying leader as
Tanzania (specifically mainland Tanganyika) is
of their potential for broad participation and
nation building.
INCREASING AGRICULTURAL PRODUCTIVITY" by
Stanford's W. O. J ones is an excellent introduction to a major challenge. It is sweeping and
yet definite in its presentation of hopeful lines
of action. On the face of it an advocate of
free markets, Professor J ones proposes a scale
and scope of government action which exceeds
that effectively carried on by any African state
in research and extension, transport and storage,
seed-fertilizer-insecticides-credit provision, and
control over marketing. He is a sharp critic
of the view still held, at least implicitly,
by a majority of African governments ~ part
of their "colonial heritage" - that the African farmer is insensitive to economic motivation, lazy, and unwilling to employ demonstrably
better methods when these are within his technical and financial capacity. (This fallacy of
the anti-economic man in rural Africa has, it
should be underlined, been disproved in virtually every case in which it has been put to
detailed test including the main pastoral
peoples of lacustrine East and Sudanic West
Africa who are supposedly its classic examples.) While correct in high-lighting the
critical role of massive, intelligible field extension, lones appears to under-estimate the
gaps in present applied and basic research
both on tropical production possibilities (especially in forest areas) and on rural economic and institutional patterns gaps which
must be filled before extension can be fully
effective.
cc

MEIER'S "Role of Expert Advisory
Groups" is an able and provocative examination of the uses and limitations of economic
advisors, economic techniques, and economic
planning. If perhaps over-cautious, the paper
is hopeful and constructive in thrust and a
useful cOlrective to the grandiose hopes and
expectations too often held of economic advisors and economic planning.
Presentation of alternatives and their costs,
of possible policies and their implications (noneconomic as well as economic), of economic
GERALD

criteria and their use in evaluating proposals,
of gaps in data requiring filling and of means
for intelligent interim action until further information is collected these are, as Meier
contends, the limited but highly strategic roles
which an expert economic advisor (whether
expatriate or national) can fill.
Advisory papers, plans, and policy statements
must be the basis for action involving effort,
sacrifice, and austerity, not a substitute for
it. At least they must be this if they are to
be relevant to economic development. This
truism needs restating because there are a
growing number of instances in which policy
statements and plans, in themselves of a high
order of economic logic and of sound objective
selection, have been used as incantations and
smokescreens to cover a lack of effective implementation.
SEVERAL OTHER PAPERS e.g.: David Walker's
pair on public finance, WaIter Chudson's able
exposition of export prospects and problems,
Robert Baldwin's highly technical analysis of
investment policy criteria, V. K. R. V. Rao's
dispassionate analytic summary of the economic
development strengths and weaknesses of extant
capitalism and communism, are well worth
serious attention. Taken as a corrective to the
view that all state intervention is sound and
that any co-operative movement benefits farmers, so is P. T. Bauer's on trade and commerce.
One item P. G. H. Hopkins'· on adult
education is, alas, bad enough to require
comment. While diffuse, its advocacy of and
insights into adult education are of value.
However, its basically misleading presentation
of the nature of economic analysis of educational costs and benefits (granted much of the
analysis has serious flaws) is basically antiintellectual. It rests on the invalid contention
that because education has both economic and
non-economic value it is inherently wrong to
try to quantify the former or to reduce the
costs of providing both.
THE OVERALL TONE of the symposium papers
is relatively conservative, partly due to the
participants and partly to changes in development thinking since 1962. No economist
from a socialist state (indeed . no economist
normally classified as Marxist) is included while
the structuralist school of development strategy
(which is perhaps the most important in terms
of recent planning in East and Central Africa)
is only marginally represented. The absence of
the Economic Commission for Africa is an
indication of the speed with which it has built
up its body of facts, studies, and proposals
since mid-1962. The failure to include any
African economist beyond the organiser himself
is rather surprising even for that date.
•
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The
deep end

The politics
of ethnicity

Oliver Carruthers

Jarnes O'Connell

Unscrambling an Empire A critique of
British Colonial Policy 1956-1966 by W. P.
Kirkman (IChatto and Windus)
AS MIGHT BE EXPECTED of this book by the
London Times' former man in A'frica, mast of
what is s'aid is accurate history and some of
it is advice. Mr. Kirkman has no quarrel with
the British decolonisation in principle, but he
often has criticisms of the method: the British
were perfidious with Welensky, over-optimistic
with their federal attempts, but most topically
of all, they did not give their sm'aller dependencies buoyancy in the hoary old swimming-pool
of life. (They threw too many off the deep end.)
The question of sm'al'l dependencies has not
yet been fu1ly answered. Where is the line on
independence to be drawn? Mr. Kirkman asks
the questions and seems to support the criteria
of Sir Hilary Blood some claim to geographical size, a homogeneous society, no strategic importance, educated administrators, and
economic viability. Unfortunately, as he points
out, these conditions became extinct sometime
between 1954 and today. Nothing has replaced
them as practical standards, and indeed it is
fanciful to think anything can replace them.
Nevertheless the remarks that matter are those
of Mr. Anthony Greenwood when he was recently Colonial Secretary: "Those who really
want independen'ce get it. The real point is that
rhe pace of political progress is, in the last
anatlysis, a matter for the people themselves."
There is, however, no chance that the smaller
fry of nations can be truly independent. They
win have to have some form of direct dependence
on the former colonial country or on some other
power. Hence Malawi, with a grant-in-aid of
over £5-million a year for the recurrent budget,
is in many ways a pensioner of Britain. Nasty
neo-colonialism, but at least it's better than
nothing, even if President N yerere declared in
despair after last month's OAU meeting rllat
Britain and France had more votes there than
anybody else. What's more those two powers
will have three extra votes when Mauritius,
Swazii'and and Djiibouti reach their scheduled
independen'ce, although Britain will have to share
Swaziland's vote with Mr. Vorster. And t11e
situation will become even odder when Reunion,
the Comores, Portuguese Guinea, Ifni and Rio
Mun'i take their seats at the table of the comity
of nations.
WHAT IS TO BE DONE? Some will argue that the
line should have been drawn somewhere the
other side of Sierra Leone and Togo; others
will say that attempts at federation should have
been pursued with more perseverance. At the
moment Britain favours "associated status,"
which is really constitutional neo-colonialism,
and if the UN Committee of 24 has developed

any smarter ideas to replace self-determination,
then they should be released.
On post-Independence association - the Commonwealth Mr. Kirkman takes pains to
demolish some of the hackneyed and disappearing conceptions of what the Common~Neal'th is.
"The main need in assessing and evalu'ating
the modern Commonwealth is to accept it for
what it is, not for what romantics would like
'it to be." H'e deplores the paternalist element
in CRO dipIomacy, but does not s'ay what sort
of diplomacy is required for the pensioner states.
Obviously if Britain is pushing teachers, doctors,
technicians and administrators into a country,
the diplomatic relationship with that country
will differ from the relationship with, say, the
United States, which is pumping investment into
Britain (£ 1,400m. at the last count).
He is 'correct in emphasising the " intangible
realities" of the " common Commonwealth heritage," because it is the heart of the matter.
But it is not something which should be publicly
exposed. As Burke said, there are some things
Which should be venerated and left at that.
Over-exposure of the essence of the Commonwealth win ruin it, for at heart it is an anlalg'am
of states with a British background. This is its
strength and it does not need constitutional
expression. I feel at home in Accra not Abidjan:
a Ghanaian feels at home in London not Paris.
But this is not something to give pride to any
seJlf-respeeting nationalist. Perhaps the South
African author, Dan Ja'cO'bson, put it best on
a cultural level in an interview in T he New
African, "But language is so much in any
literature, the fact that a writer writes in
English does create common ground immediately
between himself and anyone else writing in
English. And whirle you may say that this
shou'ld bind him equally to American literature,
in fact we know tthat it simply hasn't done so,
that the Com'monwealth writers do turn towards
England for an audience, for intellectual sustenance of some kind, and for the sense of being
involved in some way in a common effort."
MR. KIRKMAN'S HIS TORICAL WORK is a good
journalistic survey. There can be no revelations
contraven'ing the Official Secrets' Act, so it is
a survey which is all visible to the naked eye.
I on1y found one factual error, having been
determined to unearth at least one in 205 pages:
the UFP was represented in the legislature in
Northern Rhodesia in 1961, but not in the
Government. His only stylistic irritation is to
cross-refer in an obvious manner "I have
mentioned earlier . . . " "The pattern, as I
say, is . . ." "As I have explained." Nevertheless, for any person wondering what will happen
next to Commonwealth or colonies, here is a
book to give admirable perspective and challenging opinions.
•

National Unity and Regionalism in Eight African States by Gwendolen M. Carter (Comell
University Press, $10)
THIS BOOK CONTINUES the series in which African One-Party States and Five African States
have appeared. It shares the m'ents of its predecessors: it offers clear and well-assembled
material and good bibliographies; and it puts
forward intelligent interpretations of the political scene in each 'Of the countries it deals with.
I t also shares some of the defects of the other
volumes: in particular the oontributors seem
to have been dbliged to work within a repetitive
and theoretically unimaginative framework which
is far from ,suitable for interpreting each country. It is not without interest that the contributions - those by Sklar and Whittaker and by
B'allard - that most depart from the editorial
scheme are the best in the volume.
Skl'ar and Whittaker provide a panoramic
survey of Nigerian pollitical development. Had
one any reservatiens about this excellent contribution it would be to say that though their
insistence on the 'class structure of the country
is correct, they do n'Ot work out 'sufficiently how
much the "new men" of the modernising sectors of ,tjhe country have made use of ethnic
loyalties to promote their own interests.
B'all'ard puts us all in his debt for making
available for the first time a good deal df firstclass data on the Congo (Brazzaville), Chad,
Rot hschild and Rogin bring us sympathetically
through the personal and ethnic maze of U gandan politics. The only complaint one might
m'ake is that they sometimes weigh down heavily
the proportions of their interpretation with an
excess of trivial detail. Thompson suggests
thoughtfully and readably how Niger, which is
close to being :a non-eountry, manages to survive.
Hess in dealing with Ethiopia spends more time
than the other writers on the historical side of
his contribution. But though he tries manfully,
it is painfully clear iliat many more field-studies
are needed before we can get a clear picture of
contemporary Ethiopia.
THE POOREST PART of this book is tlhe conclusion in which Carter and Hess draw together
certain interpretative categories. They fail to
distinguish sufficiently between nation (a cultural consciousness) and state (a political community) and would 'have done bett'er to distinguish in 'an African context between independence m'ovements and nationalist movements;
they do not do justice to the sharpness that
competitive modernisation brings to the poEtics
of ethnicity; and generally they might have laid
more stress on tlhe role of political decisionmaking in economic growth. Yet by and large
this is a good book and is well worth its price. •
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The Beasts
of the Apocalypse
MAMADOU GOLOGO

retold from the French

7.

my case history fairly
well. I often caught myself ruminating ...
humanity was neither more nor less than
a vulgar arena of cut-throat competition
between robots, between grotesque puppets
at the mercy of invisible powers pulling
their strings. I therefore hated the stringpullers, I hated everybody. I considered
the whole lot of them a pile of rotten
dung. But dung is, after all, still of some
use, I would argue. As for humanity, it
amounted to nothing more than the livid,
ivory-coloured worms the gardener discovers
when digging up a dung-heap those
worms which are the last filth on earth.
I could not accept the interpretations
that I myself was the filth, the dung-heap,
the livid, ivory-coloured worm, the puppet.
I refused to be part and parcel of that
rottenness which I so cantankerously repudiated. I was helped in my refusal by the
fact that the people around me, out of commiseration, gave up pointing out -to me the
abject state I was in. Violent variations of
temper, rebelliousness, and the bitter sense
of self-destruction form the pa thognomic
triad of alcoholism In its advanced stage, and
even though the drunkard tries to cover it
up, he is nonetheless in its powerful grip.
I think that anybody who is willing to
lead the alcoholic gradually back to health
should concentrate on that clinical substratum ...
BY NOW YOU KNOW

Mamadou Gologo is a Mali cabinet
minister who started his career as a
medical practitioner. T his passage
comes from his only novel, Le
Rescape de l'Ethylos, published by
Presence Africaine in 1963. It is the
outspoken and frankly didactic presentation of an acute case of alcoholism.
The subject is an African doctor finally
saved by the intercession of his mother
and of a saintly "marabout." After
his regeneration he starts a new life
on the basis of the Moslem faith of his
ancestors. Golago attacks alcoholism
as "the heritage of colonialism."
The translation is by W illfried F euser.

I KEPT CHEWING the cud of self-hatred. I
was constantly mad with everybody and
everything, even my personal belongings.
You'll see in a moment what I'm talking
about.
The crank of my gramophone got
jammed; I threw it far away . . . or I
would complain that my cooker was flouting
me since it refused to work like any other
cooker . . . or maybe there was a screw
which resisted all my attempts to tighten
it; I would start scolding it just as I would
have done with a human being.
I had a little bitch which was particularly
attached to me. It often occurred that I
started kicking her for no apparent reason,
especially when she came and lay down in
front of me to look at me in her humble,
docile "'Tay. I :night discern in that gaze of
hers an expression I considered inquisitive.
Then I would immediately shout at her,
" So you want to start preaching too? You
damn little bitch! I don't want any of your
fawning either, I just won't have it! "
I would not be satisfied until I saw her
running away, her tail tucked between her
legs, moaning from the violence of my
kick. My pleasure was at its keenest when
I saw her scurry off stealing backward
glances at me, which betrayed her utter
stupefaction. It seemed as if the animal
wondered what had got into her master
whom she loved so much.
But at other times I felt full of tenderness
for the poor little creature. I was even able
to make some sacrifices for her.

I AM IN MY ROOM. My door is locked and
bolted the moment myoid clock strikes
6.00 p.m. On my bedside table, comfortably
within reach, I have a magnificent bottle
of "Bitter." My drunkenness has reached
that acute stage when the intoxicated person
will wake up in the middle of the night
because of the imperious need for a drink.
I stagger up and pour myself a stiff dose.
I sink down on my bed again waiting impatiently for the next onset of lucidity. I
am sure that in the course of my career as
a drunkard I have downed more poison than
any other famous champion in that abominable marathon, "alcoholophilia."
Among the fervent partisans of alcohol
there are people who will take the stuff
and drop into a dead stupor as soon as
they have absorbed their dose. They fall
asleep almost immediately just as if they

had been anaesthetized and their companions have a good laugh at them just
listening to the nasopharyngeal rhapsody
which graces their sleep.
With me the opposite was the case. Some
time after my initiation to alcohol1ic drink,
my reaction got to be exactly the other way
round. I had reached a point where I could
no longer close an eye. My mind was constantly invaded by dreams of all sorts while
my eyes remained open, irresistibly open.
I visualised myself, for example, taking
a walk in an enchanted garden reminiscent
of 1001 nights, or I found myself suddenly
engaged in an epic battle with monsters
right out of the Apocalypse. The medical
people call that "zooptia," hallucinatory
sight of animals.
The next morning I would wake up with
a feeling that those nightmares were definitely signs which Heaven had sent me to
indicate its disapproval of my conduct.
IT'S STRANGE. Personally I have always believed in these signs of a celestial essence.
Too bad for you if you call me superstitious
when I tell you this! You're free to laugh
but as for me, I've had the opportunity of
appreciating the services they rendered me.
They were instrumental in bringing about
my recovery.
Yes, I've definitely realised that my
dreams always have a plausible explanation.
And even today, while writing these l)nes,
I still attach a good deal of importance to
the dreams I happen to have. Unfortunately,
too much separates me from those scholars
who specialise in the study of para-psychological phenomena, otherwise I should have
proposed to them that they study my case.
I am quite capable of interpreting my own
dreams, though; I take all things into
account, and I'm rarely lnistaken. If I
happen to dream that Mr. Soandso has
died, well, the next day will not go by without my hearing the sad news of his end.
Or at any rate, if it's not the same person,
it will be somebody close to him, very
close indeed.
In the course of my career as a drunkard,
I dreamed a great deal. Quite a few of
those dreams allowed me to know in advance that my sad adventure would one day
come to an end.
_
I therefore had reason to hope . . .

Ibrahim
Salahi

a selection of
recent work by
this Sudanese
artist
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other compan ies in wh ich the state has taken
a control Iing interest is the Metal Box
Company, London-owned. For several
years the Government has held majority
To the Editor
shares in the diamond industry.
ARROGANCE OF ABILITY
One can say, therefore, that
FENNER
Tanzania has achieved Aneurin Bevan's
Social ist aim ef taking over lithe commSIR - If there were an International
BROCKWAY
anding heights of the economy" •
Union of Astronauts, one would expect
Nyerere bel ieves that African countries
it to be dominated by the pinko-grey
have rei ied too much on foreign investCaucasian bloc, precisely because this
ment which has sapped self-reliance and
is where the-;7erwhelming majority of
concentration upon hard work to create
astronauts come from. Possibl y Robert
A comment on the
a viable economy from their own resources. McDonald would then complain of
Arusha Declaration
He insisted in that memorable tal k with
Gagarin, Grissom et ai's "arrogance
me that Tanzania's basic strength lay in
of ability" (see his article December
its agricultural potential that this should
1966). A similar situation exists in
TANZANIA has suddenly become for
be supplemented by industries processing
the international student world. I
Social ists the most important country in
these natural products, and by 'publ ic
imagine that over 90 0k of today's
Africa. Not because it is large or
responsibility for imports and exports o
students come from Europe, North
strategically decisive, but because Julius
This is the pattern of the revolutionary
America, and Australasia. Is it then
Nyerere has announced the national isation
changes which he has now made.
surprising that they should be so
of its banks, insurance companies and
A FURTHER point needs to be emphasised. influential within the international
many of its main industries. In a week the
Nyerere will not be content with a
organisations? On the contrary, I am
transition from capitalism to the basic
revolution from above. He is leading a
amazed that nations of the third world
economic pattern of Socialism has been det- great crusade to bring all the people into are as influential in IUS and ISC as
ermined.
conscious participation in the creation
they in fact are. If anything, it is the
Three years ago Nyerere told me this
of a Socialist and equalitarian society.
developing nations which have displayed
was his intention, but that two things were
He demands that members of the Govern- great ability in student politics, whoever
essential before he could proceed. He
ment, civil servants and party officials
has the arrogance.
must obtain the financial strength to enable shall give a lead. They are not to be
Surely this argument of sheer numbers
the Government to pay what compensation
allowed to do jobs on the side from which explains the present preponderant of the
was necessary, and he must secure or train
they get a second salary, they may not
developed nations. And the reason why
rei iable technicians to replace any of the
become directors of private companies;
the situation is changing so slowly is
staff who left. He hoped, by the proven
they may not own more than one house.
based on the pace of development of
sincerity of his non-racialist policy, to
Because this reflects the spirit and pract- higher education in the poorer nations
retain the service of most Europeans in key
ice of Nyerere himself he will have
of the world. But why are these countries
posts as well as to develop Africans for
tremendous influence as he calls on the
so worried about their voice in IUS and ISC?
management and in skills.
people to devote themselves by dedicated Are these organisations of any importance,
Nyerere is engaged in nothing less than work to the revolution.
real or potential, to the third world? Or
in carrying through a Socialist revolution
Tanzania has its problems. One is
to anyone else?
by legal means. The unique feature of the
the confrontation with Rhodesia and the
As far as I know, both international
Tanzanian revolution is that it is a deliber- need for help in completing roads and a
unions spent the bulk of their time money
ate wide embracing transformation in a
railway to enable Zambia to export its
and energy on (a) sending off telegrams on
period of peace without any mass up-rising. copper and other products without depend- various current pol itical issues, (b) holding
The national isation of the banks and
ing upon the Smith white dictatorship.
conferences of student el ites, and (c)
insurance companies is the most spectacular Another is a certain ill-will against the
attacking the other organisation. The IUS
change. The eight leading import-export
Indian community who own most of the
(read ISC) is continually condemning the
firms, mostly British, and eight grain mill ing shops and control the wholesale trade.
ISC (rea~ IUS) for being the saboteur of
companies have also been nationalised, the
Nyerere himself regards racial
world student unity. Meanwhile, the rest
prejudice as the unforgivable sin; his
of the world starves.
former to establish a State Trading Corporation, the latter to service the Producer
only deportations have been of Europeans
I feel that international conferences
Co-operatives and the peasant farmer~.
who have displayed it. My anticipation
are Iittle more than excuses for hearty getfv\ost of Tanzania's coffee and cotton produ- is that he will seek to obtain the cotogethers at the expense of one's members:
ction is already co-operativised. The one
operation of Indians in a plan to bring
why should Africa seek to emulate the
large-scale agricultural production run on
the wholesale firms under public ownerextravagancies of Europe? It would be much
the old private plantation system has been
ship and to set up Co-operative Societies better if they were to set up an African
sisal and Nyerere's new socialisation decree in the retail trade. Otherwise all the
Students' Secretariat which would be
gives the state for the first time a control Iing conditions are present, except perhaps someable to reach all students, rather than
interest in this industry.
parochial ism among outlying tribes, for the subsidise expensive foreign tours by the
Major share holdings have also been
creation of both the psychology and
upper echelons of the student hierarchy.
acquired by the Government in the three
structure of a Social ist society.
breweries, the British American Tobacco
JOHN BIBBY (late of NUSEWNI)
(This article first appeared on 17 February
Company, and the Iargest boot and shoe
P• 0 e Box 501 ,
1967, in Tribune, London,whose permission
Accra,
company, all of which are closely related
to reprint is gratefully acknowledged.)
Ghana.
to the predominant agriculture. Among

A revolution
in Tanzania

"Implementing
African
Socialism"
Kenya's revised
development plan

REGINALD
HERBOLD GREEN

THE second version of Kenya's 1964-70 Development
political - but to lump them with the late Festus Okotie
Plan - to be accurate a radically revised 1966-70 Plan - should
Eboh or S L Akintola as venal sel f seekers dedicated to the
put paid to the claim that the famed Sessional Paper Number lOuse of publ i c offi ce for improper personal gain or the late
of 1965, 11 African Social ism ll was really a hypocritical blueAI ha ji Sir Ahmadu Bello as champions of aristocratic
print for achieving 19th Century American laissez faire capitalism. privilege is as misleading as it is mischievous. To pretend
This claim was inherently as implausible as the rumours that
that there is no corruption in Kenya would be idle. To
Tanzan ia IS competitive one-party system was shaped by the
suppose that it has either poisoned the highest levels of
thought of Chairman Mao, or that Mirton Obotels successful
public decision-making (as in Nigeria) or hopelessly
pol itical strategy was based on the advice of that notably
eroded the operational efficiency of the system and of
unsuccessful politician Oginga Odinga. Yet the charge has
public confidence in the government (as in Ghana) would
hampered serious analysis of the social and economic structures
be quite inaccurately pessimistic. Or optimistic in some
Kenya's government was seeking. It has also hindered eval uation cases, judging from the tone of a good deal of II radi calli
of the consistency of proposed pol icy measures with each other
criticism.
and with Kenya's social and economic goals.
Further the Kenyan governmentls basic nation
view
is
independently
formulated, nor derivative. The
The Sessional Paper tended to add to the confusion
President and most ma jor Cabinet and pol iti cal leaders are
because, despite its superficially inclusive policy listing, it was
committed to the goals and means set out in the Sessional
sub ject to fairly widely varying interpretations. Certainly
JvA..r. Okello-Odongo (then Junior Minister of the Kenya Treasury Paper and Plan. Their advisors did indeed advise, propose
means of achieving pol iti cally formulated ends, provide
and now of K P U), The Hon. T. J o Mboya, and the British and
working draft texts - not formulate the ends and promulgate
American press all expressed favourable opinions but equally
they expressed opinions on very divergent readings. Predictably the documents. Thosewho re ject much or a II of the
it is MT. Mboya's (and also that of the Hon.Mwai Kibaki) which approach chosen by the Kenyan government are engaged in
self-deception if they suppose that "African Socialism ll is
has proven the best guide to the way in which the Development
a fore ign. scr ipt mouthed by mar ionettes .
Plan has set out to implement the Sessional Paper's statement of
aims.
On the other hand, the breadth of invo Ivement
The Plan, in its Presidential and Ministerial prefaces
in the formulation and promulgation of either the Sessional
provides a clearer (and more compel Iing) statement of goals. More Paper or the Plan was not great. K A N U is not now an
important, it sets out detailed strategies and pol icies, both
effective mass party nor a particularly fertile source of
impl icit and expl icit, in the chapters on the nature of developideas at either the grassroots or the pari iamentary levels.
ment and in the body of the programmat ic text. From these a
Indeed one serious question is whether a conservative
fairly clear picture of what IIAfrican Socialism ll means to the
social-democratic programme can be carried out without a
Kenya government emerges. And so also do the unresolved
much stronger and more alert mass party and local-ievel
problems which threaten its attainment.
party Ieadersh ip than ex ists today or see ms like Iy to resu It
from the present not very energeti c reform and rebui Iding
THE picture is one of a conservative socialefforts within K A NU.
democratic socio-pol itical outlook backed by a cautiously
Equally critical may be doubts as to whether the
real istic pol icy for promoting economic growth. The latter
conservative social-democratic approach is fully relevant
appears as the first priority toward achieving more far
reaching social and economic change over a considerably longer to, or capable of surmounting the national development
problems confronting Afri can nations. Its successes to date
time span than this Plan. IIConservative ll as used here is not
{with the rather doubtful exception of South Italy} have been
perjorative; the Scandinavian and German Social Democratic
in states which had already surmounted the hurdles of
parties could equally well be so described.
creating a unified nation and achieving a substantial and
THE Kenyan political elite is not the "East African
more or less steadily growing national product per capita.
Nigerian ll - a term of praise in 1964-5 that rings somewhat
differently today. President Kenyatta, Planning Minister
Not only a broader and institutionally stronger political base
Mboya, Minister of Commerce and Industry Kibaki, Minister
than the present K A N U but also a much more inclusive,
of Agriculture MacKenzie, and Interior Minister Ngala, to
complex, and dense net of vol untary organ izations
cite some key figures, are able men who are committed to
(co-operatives, labour unions, educational associations) directly
furthering the pub Iic interest. One may question some or
related to the pol itical process has, in the past, been associated
many aspects of their vision - economic, social, and/or
with the rise of this type of socialism. The self-help efforts
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most strikingly symbolised by the Harambee schools may mark the
emergence of such an organisational base, but, to date, they
are erraticall y and tenuously Iinked to K A NU, local, or
central government. They have in practice all too often been
discouraged by one or all three because of lack of easy
incorporation into tidy organ isational or bureaucratic structures.
Greater social servi ces, more equity in distribution
of output (especially of the additional output fairly automatically
arising from economic growth within an industrial pattern), and
creating a more humane set of relationships within the economy
wh i le susta ining its estab Iished growth trend - these have been
the areas of conservative social democracy's greatest efforts and
most marked successes. Organised labour has been its ally
because, in the relevant economies, the wage labour force was
an economically depressed group and the organised farmer (e.g
through co-operatives based on farmer in itiative and through
one or more political parties) was able to ensure that labour's
gains did not come primarily at the expense of the rural poor.
These are conditions altogether different from and, alas, far
easier to operate in than those confronting Kenya.
KENYA'S Plan certainly cites expanded social services
increased economic justice, and less unequal access to economic
opportunity among its aims. However, these are both expl icitly
and - more important - in terms of pol icy and programme
selection seen as· substantially in confl ict with, and less critical
than, attaining a rapid growth of output. Within the African
community emphasis is on raising the productivity and incomes
of those areas, groups, and individuals who are identified as
most economically promising. The identification is very
largely in terms of present above-average productivity and
income. For example, up to 80% of all agricultural development expenditure will benefit perhaps 10-15% of the rural
population while the endemic near-famine pastoral and
subsistence agricultural areas will receive distinctly marginal
attention.
This strategy is neither necessarily economically
unsound nor unsocial ist. It is divergent from social democratic
practice and it will be pol itically difficult to sustain without
far greater levels of coercion than the Kenya government
desires or can at present dispose. Concentration of industrial
and selected rural growth points has been a significant factor
in Marxist-Leninist Socialist Development, including that of
China. Equal ity of income distribution, access to economic
opportunity, or of opportunity to enjoy higher consumption
standards have certainly not typified the period when
national reconstruction and the creation of a securel y develop-

ing economy took place. The nearest case to an exception is
that of post 1950 - but more especially post 1955 - Yugoslavia
and here,overgenerous wel fare state and egal itarian wagesalary pol icies have tended to pose serious obstacles to
sustaining the tempo of development.
In the context of an economy generating about
£ 10-12 cash income for the 90% rural African sector of the
population (barely above the levels of Mainland Tanzania,
significantly below those of Uganda, under hal f those of
Zanzibar) a strategy of delaying mass benefits while building
a broader economic base to support them will be pol itically
difficult to explain much less to use as a basis for generating
mass involvement and support. How difficult depends in part
on how long the need for concentrated publ ic effort and
private gain is expected to last. Because Kenya's Plan unl ike Uganda's or Tanzania's - does not form the first
tranche of a longer perspective, the question of when it is
expected that broader distribution of benefits will be
possible remains unanswered.
A related problem is how the recipients of the
concentrated benefits will use them. As Joan Robinson scarcely an ardent supporter of capital ist accumulation has remarked, European and North American capital ism was
in fact an efficient road to development because a high
proportion of national product went to the capital ists on the
tacit assumption they would not consume but would reinvest it.
African experience to date - vide Nigeria, Liberia, Gabon,
Iv\orocco - cannot lead to great optimism that African bureaucratic and state-favoured business recipients of gains will
necessarily work on that tacit assumption. The greater their
conspicuous consumption and the lower their levels of
domestic reinvestment the wider the perceived gap between
them and the great masses of the population, the higher the
levels of resentment against their privileged position, and the
longer it wi I ~ take to expand the productive base of the
Kenyan economy.
Over the next five years two factors wi II tend to
make the Kenyan strategy more popular than might be
expected from its basic outl ines. First, real efforts are being
made to increase African economic participation on the
skilled, clerical, technical, professional, middle-scale
farmer, and entreprene ur ia I-propr ietar ia I Ieve Is. These
pol icies, which are effectively publ icised in Kenya even if
some of their clumsier examples create rather bad publicity
abroad, will both provide a popular image of and lead to
significant gains from Kenyan economic pol icy so far as the

21

power.

Thus it can wrest gains at the expense of the much

poorer rural proletariat which is also less well organised, more
dispersed, and less immediately pressing

990/0 African component of citizens is concerned. Second,
settlement farms and loan schemes, land, expanded employment opportunities, and a growing civil-service qual ifiedteacher corps will raise total Kenyan African income
recipients with at least £ 100 annual cash income from about
650,000 to the 1,000,000 mark and those with £500 or more
from under 20,000 to conceivably 60,000. Over the next
five years these two processes will be effective demonstrations that Kenya IS economy is becoming more Kenyan and that
economic opportunity, while still relatively narrowly
dispersed, is becoming available to growing numbers.
Unfortunately, the long term socio-pol itical
resul ts of these processes may be less satisfactory. Income
differentials within the African community will both rise
and be seen to rise. Relative opportunity of access to
higher economic status will tend to narrow after 1970 barring fairly substantial changes in development strategy
Africanisation, settlement, initial governmental and
educational build up and related pol icies use up a stock
of existing opportunities for African advancement as
well as or more than a flow of net new economic
opportunities generated by development itsel f. With
increased Kenyanisation, moreover, the problems of low
average incomes and highly unequal distribution of
economic gains will no longer be so readily, nor so
accurately, attributable to the transitional problems of
phasing out the colonial socio-economic heritage. Nor
can it be attributed to the related but not wholly identical
problem of economically dominant minority communities.
The larger settlement and loan-assisted farmers
may well become an isolated rural upper-middle class with the
100-500 sub-group (largely senior civil servants and pol iticians
who have purchased settler homes and " core farms ll ) a nearly
closed landed gentry. African businessmen, incl uding parastatal and co-operative officials who tend to be subject to
rather tenuous and Iimited effective state or member control,
may in fact use pol itical power to maintain economic
privilege despite IIAfrican Socialismls ll evident desire to avoid
such a situation. The civil-service business-enterprise
African salariat (or if one prefers technical meritocracy)
produced by the Iimited-access secondary schools and
universities may all too easily be as far removed economically
and socially from the semi-subsistence farmer as was its
expatriate colonial predecessor class. Organised urban labour
is becoming ever more clearly an economically privileged
group often benefiting from its organ isational structure and
location uncomfortably near the seats of economic and pol itical

It needs to be under lined that a strategy of
concentrated economic effort and postponement of mass benefits
is neither historically nor logically unsound on economic
grounds nor is it logically nor for that matter historically
Iinked to laissez faire or any other variety of unregulated
capital ism. The initial stages of economic development have
been characterised in virtually all cases by precisel y the type
of phenomera noted above. Privileged technical, managerial,
and entrepreneurial el ites and high ploughback into investment
Iinked with low standards of mass services (except those seen
as vital to creating the skilled manpower needed for development) have been typical of social ist as well as capital ist
development. (Milovan Djilas l New Class describes one of
the least and Imre Nagyls In Defense of the New Course one of
the more el itist Marxist-Leninst Social ist nations in their
initial phases of economic development) Development is costly
in human as well as material terms, individuals with source
skills must be rewarded for using them well, for technical as
well as incentive reasons as rather ably expounded by Mao
Tse Tung among others.
However, the balance in allocation of development
costs and benefits within the Kenya Plan is more open to query.
Cannot more broadly based rural development efforts be
instituted consistent with rapid growth of output? Uganda
has ach ieved a higher output per member of the rural
population based on small holders with low monetary capital
inputs. The bul k of the Ugandan Plan's agricultural output
growth is to come from the smallholders and two thirds of its
developmental expenditure to go to them. Tanzania IS
attempt to transform rural development has proven inadequatel y
formulated and been cut back. But its more general
agricultural efforts seem to have had a high payoff in the post
1961 period once droughts are taken into account e. g 1966
growth in agricultural output will probably exceed 100/0
(Kenya 68%) and cotton, cashew nut, coffee and tobacco
output increases are very much higher. Are present sal ary
structures immutable? Uganda has attempted some minimal
cuts in new entry scales and a general salary freeze. Tanzania,
admittedly a special case in this regard, has made salary cuts
for all civil-service pol itical salaries over £660 and has had
at Ieast some response in urg ing para II e I cuts elsewhere e. g
at the University. Is it necessary for the economic gap
between the labour elite and the rural proletariat to widen?
Tanzania has had discussions about tying wage increase averages to average growth in per cap ita rura I incomes, a Ibe it
recent industrial tribunal awards bear no relation to any such
standard. Uganda has laid down an incomes policy which
would hold the rate of wage increases to about the same order
of magnitude as expected per-capita farm-income growth.
These issues are certainly not novel to Kenya's
planners or the more economically astute of her pol itical
leaders. Thinking is going on in relation to each - fairly
intensive thinking which may lead to significant alterations
in rural development-employment-incomes pol icy. However,
real doubt remains whether adequate priority is being given
to or a real sense of urgency pervades further thinking on
these and similar questions. If the answer is negative, there
is danger of levels of socio-pol itical disenchantment with the
economic fruits of independence which will gravely jeopardise
implementation of the 1970-76 Plan and probably affect that
of the 1966-70 one as well.
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Tribalism
and Kenyan
National Unity

Nation-building
in the New Africa

M.N.ODINGA
UNLIKE nationalism which is a new introduction to life
in Kenya, tribalism is as old as the land itself. In actual fact
tribalism is so deeply rooted in the country that without it
there would be no foundation upon which the nation could
be cemented. Any notion which projects otherwise than this
amounts to pretence of the first order.
There is tribal ism in Kenya; no doubt about it. And it
has come to stay. This shall ever remain fact as long as people
are born as Kikuyu, Luyia, Kamba, Taita or what have you,
as tribal groupings each of which form part of the Kenya
nation. It is an unwelcome fact that our children continue
to be born into families which belong to tribes that are
constituted ingredients of the newborn nation.
It is quite true and equally proper that the Father of the
Na t ion, Pres ide n t 0 f th e Re pu b Iic 0 f Ken y a, tk. e e Jo mo
Kenyatta and all his Ministers, as well as sen ior Government
officials have, at every turn of time whenever opportunity
presented itself, stressed the need for national unity; and
urged the people of Kenya to discard tribal loyalties and work
to build one united nation in the Republic.
But it would be quite wrong and unnecessary to suggest
that there was no tribalism in Kenya; as that would suggest
that the Kikuyu, Luo, Masai, and all the other tribes have
ceased to exist as tribal entities in favour of national
integration. It is proper to observe that the essence of
urging the people to adhere on principles of national unity is,
actually, to persuade them to forego tribal antagonism.
It is an academic exercise to merely say that tribalism
is very much al ive in Kenya; but it is hardly difficul t to
prove it as we shall see in the paragraphs that follow. All
that is needed is to divorce the mind from the fear of
discussing such a thorny matter; otherwise, it will seem as
though this discussion is aimed at bel ittl ing or undermining
the efforts by which the nation1s leaders are attempting to
persuade the people to move away from tribal animosities.
IN the past, and also at present, records show that tribes
have been going to war against each other. A person who
spoke a different language was taken natural Iy to be an enemy.
In short, a tribe was consistently a nation of its own in its own
limited world. Things have been changing so rapidly that the
writer can only hope that one day all the tribes of Kenya wi II
achieve complete integration into a compact nation.
Not only is it idle to suggest that there is not any
tribal ism in Kenya; it is, in actual fact more than that. It
is dangerous. Any person who is truly striving to see tribalism
eliminated would, first and foremost, recognise its existence.
Then he can proceed and try to prescribe the cure.
Kenya is divided in districts. Strictly speaking, each
district is occupied by one tribal group; and where this

natural law of division has been violated the result has been
tribal clashes; or where a tribe has been divided such that a
portion of it belongs to a district different from the other there
have continued to be pleas for a reunion of the tribe. This is
happening even at the time of writing this article.
Independence has brought many changes to Kenya:
among them is a broadly-based Pari iament. It strikes one, as
a clear demonstration of the existence of tribal ism that, though
not conceived on a tribal basis, representation to the national
Assembly is done on a tribal basis. With the exception of a
handful of members who have been elected in urban areas,
each one of the rest speaks for one tribe or another. Furthermore, a ma jority of our outstanding leaders en joy their
utmost support from their own tribes. Naturally, they will be
expected to serve and work for their own tribes first and
foremost before they think of the nation as a whole.
The latter observation does not suggest, even by the
slightest implication, that the ministers of Kenya do not
exerc ise collective responsibi Iity in their discharge of their
State responsibilities. They do. But accusations have not
been absent that certain areas were receiving greater
attention in development than others for the suggested reason
that a greater number of ministers represented or were born
I n those areas.
THE African People1s Party for example was formed as a
breakaway group from the Kenya African National Union by
Mr. Paul Ngei because he was dissatisfied with the way things
were being conducted in K A NU. Iv\r. Ngei was one of the
African pol itical leaders detained with Mzee Jomo Kenyatta
for their role in the national freedom movement; but that is
not quite the point which will demonstrate the trends of
tribal ism in this country. Mr. Nge i is a Mkamba, and he is
the acknowledged leader of the Kamba people.
There is nothing to be ashamed of in giving this account
because, having been Secretary-General to the organisation I am ne ither a Mkamba nor a tribal ist, - I had inner knowledge
of the runn ing of that party. It is correct to report that when
the Party fought the elections the majority of its candidates
were Kamba people, and consequently, all those who gained
seats to Pari iament were people of the same tribe.
Therefore, when A P P was formed, the greatest number
of people who ffocked to its offices for membership was that
of the Akamba. Moreover, the most successful meetings that
were held by the party were those held in Ukambani; and,
wi thout wish ing to exaggerate, the ma jor ity of attendants at
these meetings were people of the Kamba tribe.
It is not malicious to imply that tribalism was known to be
a factor in the formation of the party. And this was actually
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acknowledged by K A N U leaders when they ridiculed it
call ing it "Akamba Pole Pole" - meaning Akamba go-slow.
There is not any doubt that those in Kenya who read these
lines wi II be reminded of many occasions when they heard
this ridicule at mass rail ies. 50 much for that.
WHAT happened when Jaramogi Oginga Odinga broke away
from K A N U to form the Kenya People 's Un ion? The
Government and K A N U condemned the move as having been
motivated by tribalism. The main reason for this condemnation
was that for the first time since its formation the ruling party

\\

was witnessing mass exodus of its former loyal members. It
would be quite accurate to state that the majority of those who
instantly decided to follow Oginga Odinga were of the Luo
tribe.
It wi 11 be reca 1I ed that since the formation of th is Oppos ition
Party so many th ings have been happen ing in Kenya. First,
after the "little general elections" the majority of those who
were returned to Pari iament were Luos. There is noth ing wrong
with their being returned. It only proved that they were the
bona fide leaders of their own tribesmen in their own areas.
Many times there have continued to be complaints that

T HI 5 is the new Kenya - the Kenya that
we all longed for, that very Kenya we all
wished the Wabeberu to leave for us.
But th is very Kenya is indeed a queer
Kenya in that it is not the very example
of the Engl ish democracy (and its counterpart African socialism) we intended to
inherit from the colonialists or from our
forefathers who actually did practise
African socialism.
We are no longer see ing democracy
or African socialism at its best in Kenya
at all. What we are merely seeing is the
African professionalism at its best in the
government of the republ ic of Kenya.
The Kenya Mpls are in pari iament
because we the citizens voted for them
to represent us for a period of five years
(1963-1968). Th is durati on is about to
expire and we are indeed shocked to
understand that the house of representatives, whose members we voted to represent us for 5 years; is enacting an amendment bill No. 4 Iead by Mz.ee Jomo
Kenyatta, the first President of the
Republic of Kenya, to 1970. This means
that they are changing the Kenya
Constitution, which clearly states that
the duration of the House of Representatives shall be five years. Now it is to be
seven years.
Who has exacted this period and who
has approved of it. This in itself is a

new ideology that is neither democratic,
African socialist, nor dictatorial. The
pending question here is "what sort of
government is there in the Republ ic of
Kenya - democracy or di ctatorsh ip? 11
Just a few months ago there was the
floor crossing that resulted in the formation of KPU. lithe Kenya Peoples Union".
The KANU reaction, in other words the
government reaction was that those who
crossed the floor were to go back to the
people (us the voters) and seek a mandate from us so as to cross the floor.
We accordingly gave them the mandate
that the KANU government wanted;
hence the formation of an opposition led
by Mr. Odinga, the first Vice-President
of the Republ ic of Kenya. Why? Let
them tell us.
Now that the same government wants
intentionally to extend the five years
to seven years, who has given them the
mandate so to extend the years? PI ease
MP's and Mz.ee Jomo Kenyatta come to us
(voters) and ask us to vote for you for the
other five coming years.
We call you cowards because you have
feared us - you have feared the fact that we
may not vote for some of you to go back to the
pari iament. Please do tell us where you are
leading us to - the path of democracy, the path
of dictatorship or the path of the marshalls?
Be si ncere wi th us the voters.

24

The rise
and fall of
Grace Ibingira
PART TWO
jobs were dished out on a tribal basis. It is not unlikely that
there are people in Kenya occupying certain positions which
they could not earn in their own right had they not belonged to
this tribe or that. This is a factual albeit obviously bitter
observation; it is even bitterer because our leaders fail to
pinpoint the existence of tribalism in the country.
This article is indeed aimed at spotlighting an evil whose
mention in Kenya is frightening, to put it very mildly. But this
is a free and frank analysis offered of a nation which is striving
to eliminate tribalism. How many times have leaders in the
Buluhyia area complained about the appointment of Kikuyu

FOLLOWING Gulu the UPC appeared to enjoy an upsurge.
In August carpet crossers from the Democratic Party and Buganda's
ll
Kabaka Yekka ("Kabaka Alone ) swelled its parliamentary group
to an absolute majority and the coalition with KY was ended.
In Buganda, the DP made more local level headway than did the
UPC but KY MP's continued to cross under the influence of
Ibingira until only 7 of 24 remained, along with 8 DP and one
ex - UPC trade union independent, on tne opposition benches.
Late in 1965 the then Opposition Leader, Basil Batcringaya (of
the DP and Ankole) had crossed with 5 other MP's and - it then
seemed - most of the DP machine.

District Commissioners in their area? Is it not tribal ism that a
Kikuyu, who belongs to the Kenya nation, should be regarded
as a stranger by a Muluhyia who belongs to the same nation?
As observed earl ier changes are rapidly coming to Kenya.
But the time has not yet come when one could honestly state
that, for instance, the Hon. Masinde Muliro, a Muluhyia
en joys more support among the K ikuyu than among h is own
tribesmen; or that more Kikuyu support Mr. Paul Ngei than do
the Akamba people . To argue thus nowadays would warrant a
mental check-up.
How much tribalism would you find in our local political
institutions? A lot of it. The driver of any political leader who
has cared to hire one is,in ninety-nine cases out of a hundred, a
person of the same tribe; and the same could be said of clerks,
bodyguards and all their other surrounding functionaires. What
other incentive would there be than tribalism in compelling a
national ist leader to stick to his own brothers who alone he
cons iders fi t for everyth ing?
It would, of course, be extremely dangerous to try and
drive tribal ism underground. All that needs to be done is t<."
examine this vital subject in the most manly and patient way
possible. The people should be told clearly that there is
tribalism in this country; they should be told of the dangers and
disadvantages of this disease.
I(is quite in order to say that tribalism is still a major
force in the conduct of affairs in Kenya; but this does not
suggest in any sense that everything that is done is based on
tribal ism. It merely means that tribal ism is playing a very great
part in the Iife of the nation. Maybe one of these days things
will change and we shall see a nation in which each individual,
official or ordinary citizen, poor or rich, educated or
uneducated is equally concerned to fulfil the requirements of
nat ion a I un ity .
There is not any doubt that those in the country who have
re jected tribal ism in favour of national un ity wi 11 have a
greater role to play in building a strong nation in this country.
No doubt as times pass the number wi I1 increase and the pace
will hasten. Until that time Kenya has a lot to learn in the art
of nation-building.

Naturally the pol itical situation seemed well in hand. Even
in Buganda the KY crossings created an aura of success
A series
of moves of tax allocation, kingdom border delineation (the "lost
counties" issue between Buganda and Bunyoro), and procedural
disputes between Entebbe and Mengo were consistently won by
Entebbe - after appeals all the way to the Privy Council by the
Kabaka's Government. However, these disputes greatl y weakened
UPC Muganda's influence whatever their posts in the Central or
Kingdom government. Elsewhere the simmering local and quasiideological fudes were far from settled. Indeed in his attempts
to purge the constituance parties of their heavy pro-Kakonge
majorities, Ibingira reduced many of them to merely nominal
existence. At the same time his "local notable ll centered factionbuilding increased the level of district and kingdom party tensions
while making them more dangerous by overt linking with national
politics.
Early 1965 saw opposition to US support for the Tshombe
regime in Congo Kinshasa serve as a focus. for intra - UPC unity.
A few months earlier Kakonge had returned to at least pa"rtial
favour and infl uence appearing repeatedl y with Dr. Obote at
economic affairs related meetings and conferences adding to the
impression that the spl it dangers descried at Gulu were safely
passed. In the summer of 1965, however, Dr. Obote made a prolonged trip primarily to Eastern Europe and China while late 1964
and 1965 saw US trips by Ibingira, Sir Wilberforce Nadiope and
a number of their UPC supporters. Apparently Ibingira and Nadiopeand certainly their supporters - freely hinted that Dr.Obote would
soon be out of office and that the USA could expect a more "friendly
and responsible" government when they assumed power.
On his return to Uganda, Dr. Obote was greeted by a concerted series of increasingly bitter challenges to his visits and foreign
pol icy. In a blazing speech - whose lack of specific names was a
device which left few Ugandans in doubt as to its targets - Minister
of State Grace Ibingira claimed that Dr. Obote had aligned himself
with the East, forfeited Uganda's independent external position, and
betrayed his party. For this, Ibingira held, he must be summarily
removed from Office. Speaking for the Prime Minister, AAA Nekyon
(Obote's kinsman from Lango and his regular hatchetman) and John
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and governmental eminence grise.
Baganda votes were needed both in Pari iament and the UPC.
The'y were to be had at the pri ce of supporti ng continued semiautonomy for Buganda, the rule of the Kiganda aristocracy in the
Kingdom, and the retention of the Presidency of Uganda by the
Kabaka more or less as a perquisite of the kingship. Despite the
contradiction between these and the demands of his non-Baganda
Southern supporters - Ibingira wooed the Kabaka's men increasingly
ardently as the grave limits of a "Bantu Group" excluding Buganda
became increasingly clear. How the cross promises were to be
resolved is unclear. Certainly the Ibingira Group's growing
identification with the KY Floor Crossers and with the Kabaka
(the rumour that Sir Frederick planned to join the UPC clearly
meant the Ibingira UPC and was advanced by them - in certain
quarters - as an index of their success) weakened the "Bantu Group"
Since February this identification has been stressed to the point of
Kakonge in substantively near identical addresses blasted certain
distortion by the government in a successful campaign to wipe out
Ugandan pol iticians - sel f-evidently the Ibingira Group - as bought all trace's of the Ibingira group's pol itical infl uence by picturing
agents of a foreign power (presumptively the USA in Kakonge's
them as the "servants of one man" (Sir Frederick Mutesa, the
speech, slightly more flexibly identifiable in Nekyon's) whose
Kabaka).
betrayal of the people of Uganda must lead to removal by the proper
Two of Ibingira IS moves involved close- and unwise in the
authorities (Dr .Obote and a UPC Delegates' Conference). despite
event - co-ordination (or collusion) with KY and the Kabaka.
the terminology of the "debate", foreign pol icy was not central in
First he leaked "data" on supposed corruption in connection with
the thinking or strategy of either camp - the piize was Government - Congolese revolutionary government, on a "subversive guerilla
UPC control.
camp" on Mount Elgan, and on an Obote-Nekyon-Onama-Col.
Also in the fall of 1965, Attorney General Godfrey Binaise
Idi Amin (Deputy Army Commander) "coup" plan. These formed
(a Muganda radical who usual Iy backed Obote al though by no means the basis for the Ocheng motion. The go-between was quite
a stalwart) and an Obote-Kakonge slate of officers had been installed probably the last KY floor crosser =:. saturnine, sardonically brillby a Buganda UPC Regional Conference engineered by Nekyon and
iant, vitriolically anti-Obote, deeply frustrated in his high ambKakonge. This resul t was challenged by Ibingira and the KY carpet
itions Abu Mayan je. The charges were not new, the "documentcrossers who succeeded in achieving a UPC Executive order for new
ary evidence" and Ibingirals manipulation of the Cabinet and
elections and, in February days before their own arrest, installing
Parliament led to the call for a Commission of Inquiry and for the
a slate headed by Minister of Health, E. B. S. Lumu.
suspension of Colonel Amin.
After the October speeches rumours of coup d 'etats fi lied the
a ir and an offi cer was arrested - rumours that, in fact more arrests
MEANWHILE, both the Kabaka and the Ibingira Group involved
themselves in clearly seditious plotting. (Cabinet Minister stage
had been made in October 1965 came up in con junction with the
first in a series of court martials relating to February 1966 army
managing of charges that the Head of Government is planning
activity. The bridges between the Obote and Ibingira groups seerned seditious coups is certainly improper and may justify the term
burned and an immediate showdown inevitable. However, an appar- "plotting" as used in Uganda but it is not per se seditious.) In
ent truce suddenly descended until February. Dr. Obote had clearly February the Kabaka approached the United Kingdom High Commdecided to seek the political life of Grace Ibingira; however, at a
issioner to inquire whether he could secure Her Majesty·s forces
time and on issues of his own choosing. Ibingira almost certainly
to cover him should he decide to remove the government and eithhad an Executive Committee and probably a tenuous Cabinet ma jority er rule directly or install a new government. The Foreign Ministry
but almost certainly did not have a UPC Pari iamentary Group ma ;or- (to be precise a relative of Ibingira's in the ministry) was informed
ity (witness the Kakonge election) nor - with the Binaisa Group
of the meeting but not if its substance. (The answer, it should
insta II ed in Buganda - at a U PC De legates' Con feren ce .
be noted, was 11 No" by the High Commissioner). The Kabaka
also approached one or more judges seeking advice on the
UP to this point Ibingira's strategy was clear and cogent. He sought removal of the Prime Mini~ter and the appointment of a new
to organize non-Buganda Southerners into a working all iance - the
government. Finally Sir Frederick was in touch with army offiso-called 11 Bantu Group" - and to secure some understanding with
cers regarding their support for engineering and covering such
the Kabaka. To a degree he did both, but the two legs of his pol icy a change in the government. Whether the Army Commander
were presently to become mutually contradictory and his coalition
Brigadier Opoloto was among those contacted (as whispered by
to show increasing tendencies to come unstuck.
some Obate supporters) and whether Attorney General Binaisa
The "Bantu Group" was always a "fabulous" entity in the true was among those contacted on the legality of the President's
dictionary definition of that word. Ibingira's men were all Southern- suspending or removing the government (as asserted by the Kabaka)
ers (apart from his ally, KY's Daudi Ocheng who was an adopted
are matters open to doubt - the rest of the coup plot by the
Muganda even if originally from Gulu) but not all, probably not even Kabaka can be established from testimony of both sides.
a ma iority of, Southern pol iticians followed Ibingira. Obote IS core
Ibingira had also approached Army officers in terms of
supporters - Nekyon, Sam Odaka, Fel ix Onama - were Northerners supporting a take-over of the government. Among those presumbut Odaka and Onama were (like DP and Opposition Leader Alex
ptively contacted was Ibingira's close kinsman who is a senior
Latim) Sudanic not Nilotic. Many Southern areas e.g Busoga and
officer in the recently organized "Bantu Battalion". Following
Bunyoro detest the Baganda and fear any increases in the Kabaka's
the Obote counter-coup Army Commander Idi Amin (Brigadier
power. Originally, indeed, Sir Wilberforce was apparently promised Opoloto having been kicked upstairs as Advisor to the Ministry
the Presidency by Ibingira with B. K. Kirya (of Bukedi in the East)
of Defence) charged that the central staff officers had been
to serve as Prime Minister and Ibingira himself as Secretary General
privy to coup plans by Ibingira and apparently further charged
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CIA involvement, judging from testimony at a rather inconclusive
court martial of two of these officers. Certainly February saw a
series of odd troop movements unauthorised by and unknown to
Brigadier Opoloto or Col.Amin both of whom acted to halt and
reverse several of the potentially most threatening shifts of .. Bantu"
or "Bantu Officered" units from Junja to Entebbe or Kampala.

On 30 April Dr. Obote presented a very long and exceedingl y tedious speech to Pari iament. In its last few minutes he
turned from minor detail to grand policy (presumably and possibly.
intentionally after most of his radio audience had given up and
switched off). A new Constitution featuring radical changes
from 1962' independence document was outl ined by the Prime
Minister and immediately passed 55-4. (All but two of the
OBOTE, meanwhile, had been laying a base for action. He skipp- Iess than a dozen opposi tion MP's initiall y present wal ked out ed the Accra OAU Conference to concentrate on rebuilding his
the 4 "nays" were UPC members). Obote was then elected
Executive President under the terms of the new document.
home base. A series of tours and speeches strengthened his image
in the rura I areas. In Bunyora he turned back a November- January attempt by the Ibingira forces to take over the Kingdom UPC.
APRIL 30 was not an end. From Dr.Obote's point of view and
The pro-Ibingira Nyoro Minister of Labour in the Central Govern- that of most Ugandans outside Buganda - it was a beginning.
ment George Magezi had planned a no-confidence motion in the
Bunyoro Rukurato, supposedly in the Kingdom Government but
fairly overtly actually against Obote. The motion's failure by
ten votes marked the first clear crumbl ing of the 11 Bantu" group the Northerner Obote had triumphed in a clearly Bantu Southern
Kingdom battle. In Ankole, Minister of Interior Basil Bataringaya was diligently taking over that Kingdom's UPC thus cutting
Ibingira's home base from under him. In Sir Wilberforce's Busoga,
the UPC loyalists made common cause with the local anti-Kyabazinga opposition after an Obote speech ski II fully covering but
hardly hiding a sweeping denunciation of Sir Wilberforce with
Each Tanzanian feels
apparent praise. (I come not to bury Sir Wilberforce but to praise
him ... ) February 10 the Ocheng Investigation motion passed
he is a free Tanzanian
Pari iament . February 13 the Lumu Group took over the Buganda
UPC. Coup rumours spread Iike wildfire and Dr. Obote 's days
in office were seen as numbered on the fingers of, at most, two
hands. Correspondents descended on Kampa Ia like vul tures (or
perhaps, to be kinder, carrier pigeons) to see the end, then
drifted away as the PM apparently unconcernedly continued his
9th December 1966 was the fi fth ann iversary of Tangany ika 's
Northern tour.
independence. In this period of time both Tanzanians and
Returning a week later, Dr .Obote immediately set to
foreigners may want to judge what Tanzania has achieved in
hammering out details of a Commission of Inquiry made up of
development. Strictly speaking a Tanzanian in Tanzania may not
three distinguished non-Ugandan East African High Court Judges.
be able to see much change because the changes which have
On the 22nd the Cabinet was to meet to discuss this and other
taken place have come to him, as it were, spontaneously and
matters. At that meeting the para-mi Iitary pol ice Special Force
naturally, and therefore they are part of him. But most certainly
burst into the room and whisked Ibingira, Kirya, Lumu, Magezi
a colonial ist who left Tanzania immediately after independence
and Mathias Ngobi of Busoga off to detention in the North under
would be surprised at the very great developments which have
the old British written 11 Deportation" Act. Assumption of full
taken place in this short period.
powers, suspension of the Constitution, removal of the President
The first and foremost of these developments is
and Vice President (Sir Wilberforce in fact fled to Kenya for
National ism. Before independence people in Tanganyika used
about a fortnight), and announcement of the Commission of
to identify themselves by their tribes and they took pride in
Inquiry's appointment followed in quick succession.
their tribes rather than their nationality. This was no fault of
Fence mending meetings were held with district constittheirs because when the colonialists arrived in Africa the first
utional heads (except the Kabaka) and with other pol itical
step they took in an effort to weaken Afri can power was to adopt
leaders. Full publ icity was afforded to the Commission's hearthe policy of divide and rule. This method was so successful
ings - which de facto demol ished the charges. Active support
that Africans accepted it whole heartedly and started to identify
for the Gbenye Regime - based on both a Uganda Cabinet and
themselves by their tribes. It was only after realising the
an East Afri can Head of State consensus was demonstrated and,
danger of this that changing inter-tribal organisations into
for the first time, explained in detail to the public by Uganda
political parties became necessary. And, of course, where
ministers . However, the corruption claims fell distinctly flat
inter-tribal fqarmony failed to materialise the result was that
as Thomas Kanza, Tony Nyati, and Cristophe Gbenye took the
independence was delayed, or if it was granted later on troubles
stand to declare that their funds had been efficiently and honestly erupted having their origin in tribal differences.
handled by Col.Amin with their knowledge and consent as well as
that of the Uganda Cabinet. The gueri Ila camp in the Mount
In Tanzania today no-one talks of belonging to such and
such a tribe unless it is absolutely necessary. The national
Elgan area (whether Congolese or Ugandan - the charges did not
cohesion is so strong that many M piS contested their seats in
really appear clear on that point - proved to be an ignis fatuus,
and one Dr. Obote had devoted a good deal of energy trying to
constituencies where they thought people would Iike them and
know them better instead of contesting in their home
run down as he had feared it did exist and was directed against
constituencies. With this strong national feeling Tanzania has
himself. The purported Obote-Onama-Nekyon-Amin coup plot
been able to advance tremendously.
turned out to be even more fabulous than the Bantu group - the
official Commission Council in his summing up concluded that no
Again, if you took a person who left Tanzania in 1961 back
evidence at all had been offered in support of that charge.
to Tanzania ~ he would be very surprised to see the great
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:or them it was a beginning toward a more efficient, more popJlarlyoriented, more honest (especially on the Kingdom and
District levels) government. They hoped to begin building a
united and prosperous Uganda, and doing it faster. The immediate symbol of their hopes was Work for Progress, the ambitious
new development plan launched by President Obote and Planning
Minister Kakonge in May.
For the Kiganda aristocracy led by ex-President Sir
Frederick Mutesa, The Kabaka February-April events also seemed
a beginn ing. For them, however, they were seen as portents
not promises, portents moreover already backed by heavy losses
of power. The Kabaka and his circle planned resistance and reversal. Their symbols were a series of Kabakal statements and

developments of her towns. Dar es Salaam serves a good
example for this. The narrow Arab orientated streets have been
widened, lofty buildings have been erected and areas which
used to be slums now shine like golden mirrors.
New factories for a wide range of manufactures have been
installed. Admittedly these industries and the great part of the
commercial sector are still owned by Asian ex-patriates or by
foreign companies. The government is quite aware of the
situation and something definite is being done to encourage
Africans to join the commercial sector.
Although industrialisation has not been fully developed
the few things which are manufactured here add pride to the
people. In the colonial days even the simplest things like
razor blades and soap were made in England. Today things
like shoes, twine, rope, matches and ready-made shirts are
made in Tanzania. In the Five Year Development plan which
ends in 1969 the government is determined to expand the
processing, manufacturing and mining activities.
While commerce and industry is still in the hands of
expatriots, the face of the civil service has entirely changed.
In December 1961 nearly all district offices were headed by
a European administrative officer, let alone other departments
which were technical in nature and therefore which very few
Africans could fill. This definitely did not give the impression
of an African government be ing run by Afri cans. Instead it was
an African government being run by expatriates. This caused
great concern among the pol iticians.
It was therefore necessary to set up an Africanisation
committee which recommended various ways of Africanising all
posts as far as it was practically possible. Today all district
and regional offices are headed by Africans and nearly all
principal secretaries in the ministries are Africans. The Civil
Service Commission itself is headed by an African and its
members are Africans.
The implementation of the Africanisation pol icy
presented some difficulties because of lack of manpower. But
African leaders realised this long before independence and
therefore decided to build a college for Tanzania. The
University College, Oar es Salaam was thus started and
temporarily housed in the TAN U headquarters building. The
colleOge started with six students. Today the college has over
500 st ude nts . It 0 c c up ie s a Iarge are a a bo ut seven mi Ies
outside Dar es Salaam. Its buildings are the most modern and
most beautiful, compared with its sister colleges of Nairobi
and Makerere.

Lukiko resolutions rejecting the new constitution, asserting that
Sir Edward was still lawful Head of State, and with increasing
expl icitness styl ing President Obote a seditious rebel. On May 20
the Lukiko passed a resolution declaring Uganda had seceeded
from Buganda (by re iecting the 1962 constitution without reference
to Kingdom and District Assembl ies as provided in the 1962
instrument) and therefore ordering the Central Government to
evacuate Kampala, Entebbe, and all other facilities on Buganda
soil by midnight May 30. The stage had been set for the Kabaka's
Insurrection of May 23 and the Buganda Emergency which followed.
The Kiganda aristocracy1s prophecy of discord and violence was
to be fulfilled - fulfilled by their own acts and by the hands of
their followers.

Two more colleges have been built, the Oar es
Salaam School of Medicine which aims to produce doctors who
will practice in Tanzania only, and The Agricultural College,
Morogoro which produces agriculturists with Diplomas in
Agriculture. Apart from these three colleges Tanzania students
also go to Makerere College for medicine and to University
College Nairobi for Veterinary science and Engineering and
other general degrees which are also awarded at the University
College Dar es Salaam. Leaving aside the development of
the Colleges and of Kivukoni College for economic and
political studies, the number of primary and secondary schools
has increased considerably.
Politically Tanzania is a very mature nation. From
1961 to date she has never faltered with her policies or withdrawn her decision beCCiUSe of threats from outside forces as some
Afr ican states have done.
Western Germany tried to interfere with her
non-al ignment pol icy but Tanzania stood firm and preferred to
lose economi c aid rather than sell her pol icy.
In the 0 A U Tanzania has made it known that it
never c ha nges or fa i Is to fu Ifi I her prom ises • So t hat Ias t year
when the 0 A U members decided to break their diplomatic
relations with Britain when she failed to crush the illegal
Rhodesian regime, Tanzania abided by her decision and broke
off her relations with Britain, alongside four other African
states, while other African states remained quiet and some even
went as far as criticising and questioning the validity of the
decision.
Her determination to work towards the union of
Africa is no less remarkable. In 1960 President Nyerere
suggested the idea of East African Federation which was, at
Ieast then, supported by both Kenya and Uganda. Pres ident
Nyerere went as far as saying that he was ready to delay
Tanganyika's independence to wait for the other two states so
that they could become independent together in a federation.
Today the words East African Federation have fallen
into obl ivion. But, again, Tanzania decided to go ahead with
her promises and formed a un ion with Zanz ibar .
Apart from the 1964 army mutiny, which put a black
spot in Tanzan ia, the progress she has made is very remarkabl e.
There is every hope that in the next five years to come Tanzania
wi 11 advance far more than it has now, With th is harmony and
great understanding among her citizens, one expects prosperity
to lie ahead. Each Tanzanian feels he is a free Tanzanian,
free from foreign rule which by itself is an achievement and
works hard to promote the good name of his nation. Long Live
Tanzan ia.
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Birth pangs
of an
ideology

MATTHEW
NKOANA

THE fi fties were a rowdy decade, though not without redeeming features. Amid the din of contending schools of thought
the beginnings of meaningful pol itical action began to take shape.
The famous Programme of Action had been piloted through the
ANC conference at the end of 1949, though no one outside the
pressure group in the ANC Youth League showed any real interest
in its implementation.
The Old Guard baulked at its radicalism, and the Whiteinspired multi-racialist element in and outside the ANC shied away
from the Afr!can Nationalist fervour which permeated the Programme. Thus the stage was set for the noisiest controversy ever to
hit the National Liberation Movement, culminating in a convulsive tremor of a spl it towards the end of the decade.
By 1)158, when the spl it occurred, certain rival trends of
thought had begun to crystallise from amidst the confused ferment
With rival groups opposing one another often at the wrong time and
place and for the wrong reasons, and the racist regime taking repressive measures against a II of them for equa lly wrong reasons, the
controversy frequently bordered on the tragi-comic.
Just as often, no sooner had the warring elements thrown verbal
bricks at one another than they were compelled by their common
enemy to close ranks --- an object lesson in dialectics.
The complexity of the issues involved in the differences between
the various elements in the National Liberation Movement was aggravated by some tragic misunderstandings due to lack of facilities
for publ ic debate.
Without adequate means of communication in which views could
be aired freely, people tended to misunderstand each other's motives
Because of the country's racial laws and the customary practices of
racial segregation, suspicion was a complicating factor amongst the
races, which Iived in watertight compartments.
As a result, there developed a crop of pol itical spl it personal ities
who were one thing in presenting themselves to their White friends
and quite another to their own people. This was frowned upon by a
new breed of impatient young men in African pol itics whose role was
bound sooner or later to set off far-reaching social explosions. And
this was precisely what was to happen in the years to come.
The first rumblings were heard in 1950. At the 1949 conference
Dr J.
Moro ka had rep laced Dr A. B. X uma as Pres iden t- Genera I 0 f
the African National Congress. Looking for a candidate who would
accept their Programme of Action, the Youth League had in desperation turned to a man outside the ranks of the ANC whose qual ification could not have been much more than the fact that he could
have his name prefixed with the title doctor.
Fifteen years previously Dr Moroka, as a member of the AIIAfrican Convention, had featured in an all-party deputation which
saw the Government to express opposition to the notorious 1936
Hertzog Bills which sought to intensify the political segregation of

s.

the races. The fact was overlooked by the Youth League that in
spite of his early opposition Dr Moroka had permitted himself to
participate in the segregated institutions created under the same
laws which were now to be the targets of boycott in terms of the
Programme.
Having borrowed this non-collaborationist policy from the
AAC, perhaps the youth felt it expedient to uborrow" an AAC
man for its implementation. His election was on the understanding, implied rather than expressed, that he would spearhead the implementation of the Programme of Action. Such an
undertaking had been declined by Dr Xuma who would not be
Itdictated ll to by the youth. But if Dr I'v\oroka had deliberately
set out to sabotage the programme in the next three years he
could not have done it better, as we shall see.
For implementing the programme a Council of Action was
created, and its job was to draw up plans and select targets and
spheres of action. By some curious oversight the Council never
sel ected for boycott the Native Representative Counci I (NRC)
or other similar institutions created by the White rulers for
retardation of African pol itical advance.
Dr Moroka himself served on the NRC together with other
leading lights of the ANC such as Prof.Z. K.Matthews and Chief
Albert Luthul i. In spite of the fact that the programme laid
down boycott of the NRC and other similar bodies not only as
its main target but also as a priority, the Council of Action was
not in a hurry to direct its attention to them.
--These segregated bodies were sometimes referred to as IIDummy
Institutions/ 1I as in a baby1s dummy --- a label which was pungently descriptive of their role vis-a-vis the White power structure.
You pushed a dummy into the mouth of a hungry baby. The baby
sucked the dummy / from wh ich it gained nothingto satiate its
hunger. But it stopped crying! The label originated in the AIIAfrican Convention, then a federal organisation.
The White rulers themselves regarded these bodies in no other
light. As Prime Minister, General Smuts was candid enough to
refer to the NRC as an outlet through which lithe Natives can
let off steam". In it our status-starved intellectuals and aspirant
petty bourgeoisie, moulded in the image of their masters and
han ker ing for approva I by the rn, were distracted from organ is ing
resistance while engaged in futile endeavours to soothe the
irrational fears of the Whites and to "provell to the unbending
White supremacists that they too could govern if given the
opportunity.
With considerable aplomb, year in and year out they brought
motions and made speechs at NRC sessions, often with an eye on
the press gallery, anxious to earn some favourable comment in
the White press for upol itical maturityll / IImoderation ll or
"responsibilityll --- wonderful qualities these, presumed sparse
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among slaves from a despised race.
However, Dr Moroka, who had accepted nomination and
election as ANC President-General on a platform of militancy,
was compelled to at least make a gesture of will ingness to implement the Programme of Action. But there were many difficulties.
The programme contained elements which could set off explosions in the community, knocking the Iid off the pent-up emotions
of a long-suffering people.
He was very conscious of what was expected of him the other
side of the colour line, of what the White IIfriends of the Native ll
expected of him as a IIresponsible leader ll • He was also conscious
of his responsibil ies as President-General of an organisation that
had built up a reputation for reasonableness and moderation. So
were many of his colleagues.
They decided to tryout civil disobedience. If they carried
it out the Mahatma Gandhi way, it was just possible they could
pull it off with the least possible risks. And amongst them Gandhi
became the most avidly read of the leaders of the Colonial world.
They decided to put the people to the test by calling on them
to observe a day of prayer marked by a general stoppage of work
on June 26 1950.
Trouble soon broke out. The Youth League complained bitterIy that the Communist Party of South Africa (CPSA) had set out to
pre-empt the ANC campaign by organising a one-day general
strike for May 1 1950. The CPSA then loathed the ANC and much
that it stood for, especially the 1949 Programme of Action and
its pol icy of African National ism. The Youth Leaguers argued
that a workers' day was, in the South African context, only of
secondary importance, since the workers were oppressed not so
much because they were workers as because they were African.
It was as Africans that the people suffered oppression in South
Africa, as a nation rather than as workers, they maintained.
Their renewed, poorly-circulated mouthpiece, the African
Lodestar, arguing for an African Nationalist approach ~
struggle, lambasted communism, ranking it amongst other reactionary creeds which it described as "foreign ideologies ll , adding
that it was II c l ear that the exotic plant of communism cannot
flourish on African soil It • But the main bone of contention had
nothing to do with the merits or demerits of Communism. What the
youth were concerned with was a defence of Afri can National ism.
South Africans on the whole have been starved of Socialist
literature. Their only introduction to Communism, apart from the
propaganda of the racist regime's patholog ica I anti -Commun ism,
was through the hostile, non-Marxist attitude of the multi-racialist, White-led CPSA towards African Nationalism. Many youth
leaguers dismissed the CPSA as "Communist quacks".
Whatever its motives were, the CPSA's insistence on the May
Day demonstrations was unfortunate. It served to strengthen the
impression amongst youth leaguers that it was less concerned with
promoting the interests and working-class consciousness of the
workers than with its fear of African Nationa Iism as adumbrated
on the Programme of Action. The situation was not helped by
the CPSA's failure to campaign amongst White workers as well
as it did among the Africans.
It was later to give youth leaguers even greater reason for
being hostile when its publications advocated a policy that favoured participation in elections to Advisory Boards, which were
listed among so-called "dummy institutions". In further violation
of the terms of the Programme of Action, the CPSA encouraged
Africans to participate in elections to the handful of "Native
seats" (filled by White candidates) in the House of Assembly and
Senate, and itself fielded candidates to perpetuate the fraud of
"Native representation".
Instead of educating White workers to realise that their interests were interlaced with those of the African workers and thus

promoting working-class solidarity, the maio r part of CPSA
activity consisted of offering unctious advice to African pol itical organisations which it contrived to guide along multiracia~ist lines. Its preoccupation with pol itical rather than
working-class multi-racial ism has always been a curious feature
of South African politics.
The Youth League felt very strongly about the action of the
CPSA in call ing a general strike only a few weeks before its own
programme was due to be tried out. It is possible that the CPSA
felt iust as strongly about an AMC programme which decried all
forms of White leadership or influence, claiming in word and
deed the right of self-determination for the African people.
Otherwise one cannot understand why the CPSA insisted on
its demonstration in spite of the risk it involved of splitting the
people. That the people would be divided was quite clear
early in the campaign. Youth Leaguers were busy breaking up
meetings organised by the CPSA in preparation for May Day,
and advising the people to ignore the strike call.
But the Youth Leaguers could not match the campaigning
efforts of the CPSA, because the latter controlled the sole
formal mass media of the National Liberation Movement. Half
the number of workers in the Johannesburg area responded to
the strike call on May Day. Pol ice made the event memorable
by using force in breaking up meetings on that day. Eighteen
people were shot dead and 30 iniured.
Police brutality enraged the African public and the Youth
League was compelled to change tactics and join with the CPSA
and others in protest demonstrations. It was not to be the last
time that Government bungling succeeded in uniting the warring
elements in the Iiberation struggle. The ANC's own call for a
general stoppage of work was hence-forth approached in a spirit
of unity and was joined by all the forces.
In another example of Government bungling, two weeks before
the stoppage of work Minister of Justice Swart announced, with
a feigned "feel ing of trepidation", to an engrossed House of
ll
Assembly that there was lI a secret organisation amongst the natives
under communist leaders which, on a particular day, would
II po ison the people's water suppl ies" and II mur der people ll •
Swart leavened his announcement with a fictitious tale about
some "Cheesa-Cheesa" (Burn-Burn) plot / in the grand style of
the Reichstag fire episode, concluding his harangue with an anticlimax: liThe last thing I want to do is to make the people panicky.
What did h"eWant to do / then? Swart was preparing the ground
for the passage inth'e settler House of Assembly of that draconic,
all-embracing measure, the Suppression of Communism Act, which
was to scare the CPSA out of existence even before the Bill became
law. This law affected all the liberation organisations in the
country, Commun ist or non-Commun ist.
The first ma jor attempt to implement the Programme of Action
was made in 1952. In the meantime Dr Moroka and other leaders
continued to pore over Gandh ian literature. For a wh i le it seemed as if they intended to make Christian martyrs out of themselves
and the mass of the people: at least their speeches implied it.
They called for disciplined volunteers who, as Dr James Njongwe
of Port Elizabeth put it, would II su bmit to arrest willingly and
with gladness in their hearts, knowing that ours is a fight against
malnutrition, high infantile mortality, landlessness, deprivation,
humiliation, oppression, and against destruction of family life and
faith in Christianity as a way of life. I1
Moroka said: IIThere is a crying need to evangelize the Europeans. \1 He also said: IIO ur struggle is a mortal one, but it is waged
on the principle of non-violence."
The people responded magnificently to the call to defy unjust
laws. But by its very nature, and because of its non-revolutionary ideological base, the campaign was extremely limited in
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scope. The leaders had reposed all faith in moral persuasion where separate development of the races. It panders to racial
revol utionaries would have also aimed at econom ic disruption . To bigotry no Iess than do the men of aparthe id. 11
that extent the leaders were guilty of sabotaging the Programme
Indeed, any policy that seeks merely to abolish (purportedly)
of Action, which called not only for civil disobedience but
apartheid inequality while deliberatedly setting out to perpetugeneral strikes.
ate the existing national or racial distinctions and cultural or
Altogether more than 8,000 volunteers took part in the campaign
language differences, cannot be viewed otherwise than as a form
before it was allowed to fizzle out by the leaders who got cold
of glorified apartheid. The policy of "separate but equal" has
feet as the Government prepared to take retal iatory action. While long been discredited even in the United States of America.
the 8,000 volunteers had stood trial and gone to prison in a spirit
Always with their ears cocked to Moscow but their hearts in
of defiance and without legally defending themselves, leaders who the privileges they enjoyed as Whites, the confused authors of
were arrested for instigating the campaign obtained legal defence the charter, in this dichotomy, went to the ludicrous length of
(to the dismay of the people), though the law under which they
adapting the Stalinist policy of cultural autonomy for the differwere charged was one of those listed as unjust laws.
ent republics in the USSR to the multi-racial composition of
Dr Moroka not only obtained the services of his own counsel
South Africa, and transformed it into a pol itical concept.
but entered the witness-box to narrate a sob story and plead for
It is not only in relation to cultural and pol itical questions that
mercy. He told of how he, far from being guilty of any tinge
the Charter so clearly bears the imprint of its authorship origins
of hostility against the oppressors, had made funds available for
in the White suburbs of Johannesburg. It is also --- and particulthe education of the poor among them. He also recalled that he
arly --- so in economic matters.
had condemned the outbreak of violence among the people.
It is in deal ing with the land question that the charter is even
It was of course true that Moroka had rebuked the people,
more disturbingly reactionary, more blatantly anti-Social ist, and
tell ing them that the ANC wanted no Mau Mau in South Africa.
more unashamedly pro-White. liThe national isation of the land
That in every case the people had been provoked to violence by
is the heart and core of a communist programme for agrarian
the pol ice seemed to be of no consequence to this leader.
reform. But the Charter envisages not national isation but continIn December the same year Moroka was relieved of the reins,
ued private ownership of land ... " (From "The African National
and was succeeded in the saddle by Chief Albert Luthul i. A
Congress - Excerpts from Pol icy and Programme")
greater misnomer than Morokals jaw-breaking middle name could
The charter begins by repudiating the African Nationalist slogan
hardly have been conceived by his parents. He was great grand- Africa for the Africans, saying 11 South Africa belongs to all who
son of Chief Moroka of Thaba Nchu who had sold out to the so- live in it, Black and White," and then proceeds in abstract terms
called Voortrekkers. His middle name --- Sebebui jwasegokgob- to blame a 11 form of government ll for robbing the people of their
ontharile --- meant "l have come last, having been criminally
"birthright to land". It thus calculatingly conceals the embarr11
enslaved, but will bring rain, peace and freedom to my people.
assing truth that the people have been robbed of their land not
Luthul i 's re ign has been marked by the ascendancy in South
by a form of government but by the White oppressors.
Africa of the creed of multi-racialism. A IICongress of the
The White people of South Africa, who constitute one-fifth
ll
People ll was called to adopt a "Freedom Charter • The Charter
of the population, occupy 87 per cent of the land surface.
was said by South Africa's Pan-Africanists to have been drawn
Scores of individual Whites own large tracts of farmland under
up in the fashionable suburbs of Johannesburg where the White
freehold tenure. This has been effected through large-scale
multi-racialists lived among other rich Whites, conceived in the
usurpation of African land over a period of more than three
II vodka cocktail parties of Parktown and Lower Houghton. 11
centuries. Yet the charter now affirms their ownership of this
Whatever the truth was, the Charter is certa inly an ingen ious
Iand, since the country 11 be longs ll to them, too.
device guaranteeing the protection of the disproportionate interests
Under a policy of private ownership of land, such as is advoand privileges of the Whites. Among the signitories, apart from
cated in the charter, the people will be free to buy land where
the ANC, are the White Congress of Democrats, a later front
they wish. We are assured by the charterists that 11 All shall have
organisation of the CPSA,and the South African Indian Congress,
the right to occupy land wherever they choose ... 11 and that
which for a long time was representative of the Indian merchant
"Restrictions of land ownership on a racial basis shall be ended."
class in South Africa.
But mere removal of restrictions on land ownership on a
Those three, together with the now dissolved South African
racial basis does not automatically make land available for sale.
Coloured People's Congress, formed what was then known as the
A mere declaration that a man is free to buy land wherever he
Congress All iance, now defunct.
chooses does not invest him with the wherewithal to pay for it.
The Charter's two most significant submissions are worth close
Even granting that the state would be in a position to raise the
examination. These are "AII national groups shall have equal
enormous sums that would be involved in a land-purchase and
rights" and liThe land shall be shared among those who work it
resettlement scheme, there is no guarantee that the White farmThe first of the two makes the following provisions:
ers would be willing to sell.
"There shall be equal status in the bodies of state, in the
Viewed from any angle one darned well chooses, the charter is
courts and in the schools for all national groups and races; (2)
nothing but a gigantic swindle. Under freehold tenure, those
All people shall have equal right to use their own languages,
who at present batten on the fat of our land will, if the freedom
and to develop their own folk culture and customs; (3) All
charterists have their way, continue in effective occupation of
national groups shall be protected by law against insults to their
the usurped land, while the vast majority of the people are
race and national pride; (4) The preaching and practice of nation- offered freedom to starve, overcrowd and wallow in the slums
ai, race or colour discrimination and contempt shall be a punish- of 13 per cent of the land.
able crime; and (5) All apartheid laws and practices shall be set
This diabolical document was foisted on a vast, ideologicallyaside. 1I
amorphous multi-racial assembly styled Congress of the People,
Elsewhere I have written on the above provisions as follows:
held on June 25 1955 in KI iptown, Johannesburg. It marked
IIWith the exception that this policy does not envisage --- not
the highest point in the ascendancy of the doctrine of multiexpressly --- the bal kanising of the country on national or
racial ism. With it the ideological battle in the ANC took its
racial Iines, it is not different from Dr Verwoerd IS plan for the
sharpest turn, leading to the breakaway of the Pan-Africanist~

at the end of 1958 and their establishment of the Pan-Africanist
Congress early in 1959.
At its inception the PAC wrote Socialism into its constitution
and into its other basic documents, envisaging complete expropriation of the usurped land and national isation of all the means
of production, distribution and exchange. A recent codifying
statement is even more explicit on this vital question. It says:
"Political democracy is meaningless unless it is accompanied
by economic democracy. This means nothing less than the
transfer to the people as a whole of the means of production and
exchange, namely the factories, the mines, the land, the transport system and the banks.
"Such a radical programme alone can restore, at a higher
historical level, the communalism practised by the African tribes
who have been so ruthlessly expropriated by sword and fire.
"Committed as we are to a non-racial social ist democracy /
we are resolutely opposed to a multi-racial South Africa on the
morrow of the revol ution. The equa I treatment of a 11 the Iiberated people as members of one nation rules out at once the recognition of so-called minority rights and interests with claims for
special protection.
In his inaugural address Mangaliso Robert Sobukwe, the
President, issued the following warning against the multi-racialist doctrine:
IIAgainst multi-racialism we have this objection, that the
history of South Africa has fostered group pre judices and antagonisms, and if we have to maintain the same group exclusiveness,
parading under the term multi-racial ism, we shall be transporting
to the new Africa these very antagonisms and confl icts ...
IITo us the term ·multi-racialism l implies that there are insuperable differences between the various national groups here
that the best course is to keep them permanently distinctive in a
kind of democrati c aparthe id. That to us is racial ism multipl ied,
which probably is what the term truly connotes."
Yet it was the multi-racialist charter which led to 156 people
be ing arrested on the cap ita I charge 0 f treason in the madhouse
that is South Africa. The Afri can ists he Id the ir breaths in utter
disbelief. There followed a long-drawn-out Treason Trial based
on a charge of Communism which must have made Marx turn in
h is grave. It was the Government·s biggest bl under yet.
The hearts of the whole world stretched out to the victims of
a governmental act of thoughtlessness which --- against the
apartheid regime·s own interests --- aroused the sympathy of
people of goodwill everywhere and rail ied world-wide support
for the freedom strugg Ie in South Afr ica .
What followed might have put into shade the best of Shakespeare's comedies were it not so tragic in its callous disruption of
the Iives of 156 people who for so many years endured the shadow
of the gallows. What was brought to trial was multi-racialism,
not Communism --- not even South Africa IS statutory Commun ism.
The absurdity of the charge had been under! ined in an earl ier
trial on charges of furthering Communism involving some of the
present victims. Then Mr Justice Rumpff had declared in his
judgement that the charges had "nothing to do with communism
as it is commonly known" but found the accused g~ilty on the
basis of what is defined as Communism in the statute books. He
had then imposed a mi Id suspended sentence because, he had
said:
"I accept the evidence that you have consistently advised your
followers to follow a peaceful course of action and to avoid
violence in any shape or form ..• 11 This was the case in which
Dr Moroka and others featured as a seque I to the 1952 Defi ance
Campaign hardly three years before the treason arrests.
It is arguable that in the latter arrests the treason charges
were trumped up by the pol ice out of sheer pique. The trial ended

in ignominy for the state: all accused were eventually discharged.
There had been moments of drama during the trial as the prosecut ion suffered Iegal defeat after defeat: charges quashed and
doggedly reformulated, men freed halfway through the trial, and
finally the ignominious collapse of the Crown case.
For the A fr ican is ts, who co ndem ne d the c ha rtera s areact i0nary document / the trial aroused both sympathy and anger --sympathy for the victims in their pitiable state of innocence, and
anger mixed with sadness because they regarded the Government
action against the freedom charterists as an uncalled-for pol itical
build-up for the latter.
In an analysis of the charter written in 1959 and publ ished
in AFRICA SOUTH at the beginning of 1960, Peter Nkutseou
Raboroko, the PACls Secretary for Education, depicts African
Nationalism as a social force which upholds the interests of the
indigenous African people against oppression at the behest of
foreigners, and posits Africanism as the non-racial social force
of the future, upholding the interests of the individual irrespective of race,colour or creed.
His submissions are based on the 1959 Pan-Africanist Manifesto.
He writes: l'And therefore we, the people of South Africa, It
proclaims the ultimate clause (of the charter), IIBlack and White
together --- equals, countrymen, and brothers --- adopt this
Freedom Charter ... 11
IITo them master and slave --- the exploiter and the exploited, the oppressor and the oppressed / the degrader and the degraded --- are all equals. To them the indigenous African nationals
and immigrant European foreign nations --- the dispossessed and
the dispossessors, the victims and the robbers --- are all countrymen. For them the progressive and the reactionary --- the
African sub ject and h is fore ign overlord, the African National ist
and the Colonial ist or White supremacist / the Iiberationist and
the collaborationist --- are all brothers.
"The problem of the synthesis of opposites cannot be resolved
by the wave of a magic wand. It is only after all these sets of
antithetical categories have been duly reconciled that we can
reach the final categories --- equals, countrymen, and brothers
--- which betray no instabi Iity.
"Such reconciliation is possible only in Africanism, the final
synthesis of these categories which the Africanist Manifesto
defines as I'social force which upholds the material and spiritual
interests of the individual. I " (My own emphasis).
Indeed, it is true the fifties were rowdy / but the noises you
heard represented the pangs of a sub-continent in labour: the
birth-pangs of a new philosophy and ideology --- a clearing ground for revol ution.
Heralding this new era in an entry in his diary in 1962, Nelson
Mandela wrote: liThe PAC has started off with tremendous advantages ideologically, and has skilfully exploited opposition to
Whites and partnership ... " He also referred to the past and said
regretfully:
"In the PAFMECSA area the Nobel Peace Award to Chief
Luthul i has created the impression that Luthul i has been bought
by the West ... Luthu I j IS book and some of h is statements have
been extremely unfortunate and have created the impression of a
man who is a stooge of Whites. 1I

(T 0 be concl uded.)

PROFESSOR Vernon McKay in one of his
excellent analyses of South African propaganda asks whether 11 South Afr icans are
making the fatal mistake that special ists
on propaganda warfare warn aga inst: are
they succumbing to the ir own propaganda? 11
It is difficult to sort out humbug from conviction about the vaunted standara of Iiving of the South African oppressed, which is
the chief export article of South Africa's
propaganda machine. For internal consumption is the propaganda about White superiority/ now becoming obsessive in the South
African press.
MUC H attention has been paid to a new
book by Prof.G.Eloff,senior geneticist at
the University of the Orange Free State,
Bloemfontein, which is described as lithe
first scientific work on the origin and
hereditary structure of the Afrikaner nation. 11
The book gives reasons for Eloff's bel ief
that Afrikanerdom is developing as a "superrace ll • The South African Press Association
has reported Dr Eloff as saying that the
intellectual advance of the Afrikaner1is
such that he will be the guardian not only
of non-Whites but also of 1I 0 ther nations"
in the wake of the power decl ine of Britain

and Holland. I The Professor has convinced
himself of the II gene tic inferiority of nonWhites", according to a critical leader in
the Evening Post, Port El izabeth. The book,
which has a preface by the late Dr Verwoerd,
makes clear that some of its early research
was done in the Koffiefontein internment
camp, where Eloff was incarcerated with 425
other allegedly pro-Nazi Afrikaners in
World War 11. They included the present
Prime Minister of South Africa, B J Vorster,
whom, the book states, Professor Eloff used
as a guinea pig when establ ishing the
intellectual superiority of the White man.

the Publ ications Board. The book contained illustrations showing a Iittle Coloured
boy sitting with White children admiring
a birthday cake at a party, and of a White
boy and his Coloured friend on a swing.
It is be Iieved, wrote the Johannesburg Star /
that peopl e ob jecting to the book have gone
so far as to erase the black faces on the
illustrations before allowing their children
to see the book. A spokesman for the (Engl ish)
South African distributors of the book,
Central News Agency, said that he had
received instructions to withdraw the books
and have them returned to his head office.

THE Afrikaner tobacco-magnate and international financier Anton Rupert has got the
message. He told his audience at the Port
Elizabeth Agricultural Show last month:
IIWe have prestige and face and to this we
should add a dynamic philosophy and confidence in the future of our civilisation ...
We must / and want to, be more than just a
small European community in Africa. We
must mirror ourselves in the opportunities
we have, in the task we can accompl ish
here, and see ourselves in it as one of the
most important 'vVhite nations on earth. 11
He repeated a previous warning against
lithe fallacy thQt the dark-skinned
Africans can be left to themselves .•.
If they do not eat, we shall not sleep. 11

"I NTERESTED persons masquerading under
the cloak of religion", in the words of
Piet Retief's IManifesto l (1836), have long
threatened Wh ite South Afri ca's peace of
mind, and a new schoolbook, Civics for
Standards V 11-V I1I sounds the al arm yet
again. published by Afrikaanse Pers Bpk,
Johannesburg, to meet the requirements of
a syll abus of the South Afri can Department
of Education, it teaches that "The World
Counci I of Churches, which was founded ~in
Amsterdam in 1948 by the social ist, collectivist theologians, are now controlled by
men whose main object is a revolutionary
pol itical change aimed at bringing all
mank ind together under the rul e of a single
central ised power / and it is being skil fully
guided towards a collectivist 'one world I of
one church, one race and one government. 11
The description is strikingly similar to the
book IS definition of communism. The book
ends by quoting the First National Conference
to Combat Communism: liThe Government
should be urged to t.ake firm and effective
steps against the 'I iberal l press in South
Africa which, while acting under cover of
the freedom of the press/ is softening pub Iic
resistance to Communism and undermining
the authority of the State. 11 Liberal ism
itself is called lI a diluted form of the
Commun ist creed. 11

NOT that the enemy is being ignored.
Professor H B Thom, Rector of Stellenbosch University, told Western Province
businessmen in February lIWhen we had
to struggle we achieved the best but now
the challenge seems to be escaping us.
A foreign theory of co-operation seems
to have taken hold of our people. 11 And
a IIblatant way to indoctrinate the mind
of a child" was nipped in the bud by
Mr G van Niekerk of the South African
Bureau of Racial Affairs, which submitted
a British chi Idren IS book, I am a Boy / to

A CAMEO of life as it really is among South
Africa's master race and its African helots is to be
seen in the events of 31 August 1966/ on the farm
Wildebeestfontein, district of Gobabis, in South
Africa's colony of South West Africa. On that day
Jacobus Gerhardus le Roux, a 22-year-old White
farmer, whom medical evidence stated to be
mentally retarded, with the mind of a boy between
12 and 16/ started dri vi ng a Iight truck around,
near the homestead. He had no driving licence.
Labourers on the farm testi fi ed that / as they were
sitting at open fires in front of their huts, Le Roux
chased them with the vehicle but they succeded
in avoiding him. IlHowever he turned again and
made for them. This time a nine-year-old girl

>«

could not avoid the approaching vehicle, which
~ An ear
leaning
crushed her to death against a tree trunk. 11 At
~
towards centuries
Le Roux's trial for the murder of nine-year-old
..- sleeping
on the dark
Namsobob Pirii, defence counsel said that Le
path of time
non
Roux stopped at the huts to pick up a "
-White
Oh! Naftaye
man I1 to fetch firewood, but drove away because
"" you have told me
he had forgotten his cigarettes. Returning he plan~ the past of my culture
drunken thoughts
ned to stop at the same spot to pick up the man/
of my Somali race
but on applying the brakes, found that they had
failed. Le Roux was found not guilty of murder by
(J)
And like
this fine sand
Mr Justice G van R Muller in the Supreme Court,
in the hollow
Windhoek, on 24th February 1967 and discharged.
of my hand
"Le Roux's mother wept in the public gallery where
you glided
into the past
she had sat throughout her son1s trial, 11~~w.-.-JJw~"""""----'I!~~Me~Irl·
d
Windhoek Advertiser.
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