
what is known of the forms of vJriting in the
old Africa is merely a pointer to the
possibilities of what may have been

"The use of a few strokes"
o. R. DATHORNE
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derisively spontaneous rendition of "God
Save the Queen" when the election results
were announced! Similarly the twelve indi
viduals elected either as full-time officers or
members of RIC included six from the
Commonwealth and four from the USA or
Western Europe.

NOW, I AM NOT SUGGESTING that this
dominance of the ISC by developed Western
nations is the result of a deliberately-pur
sued policy of neo-colonialism. In large
measure I believe it to be inevitable - for
the present. But this is no reason for
accepting the situation on anything other
than a temporary basis; or for being happy
with it.

Basically the problem is one of resources.
For a students' union to reach the level of
viability where it is producing experienced,
well-trained) student leaders who are cap
able of going on to take positions in an
organisation like ISC or IUS, it must have
considerably more money than any students'
union in a developing country can possibly
have. It must be able to employ its top
officers on a full-time basis; it must be
able to send them overseas to seminars and
conferences; and it must be at the centre
of a real and comprehensive programme of
activities in the country in question, such
that large numbers of students are being
given the opportunity to test their patenti
alities. For developing countries this is the
stuff of dreams.

Because of this situation the developed
nations, in the ISC and the IUS alike, suffer
from an over\vhelming arrogance of ability.
They assume because they are in the fortu
itous position of turning out nearly all of
the capable student leaders that therefore
they have the right to dominate indefinitely;
and they seerrl to believe th2t by adopti~:.g

radical political positions they vvill be able
to preserve inviolate the status QUO \.vithin
the po\ver-structures of the two- organisa
tions. The sooner they realise that this is not
so, the sooner \vill the ISC and the IUS
con1e to represent in then1-selves the lofty
sentiments wllich they so regularly endorse.

Until the situation changes, however,
both the ISC and the IUS will continue
to be of minimal relevance to the third
\vorld, except in the crudest sense as sources
of patronising "aid". Perhaps what is
needed is some reciprocal aid - in the form
of mass-distribution to student leaders in
the developed countries (both Western and
COlnmunist of tbe works of Frantz
Fanon. / -.
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IT \VAS ~N 1~th Janua~, 1849 that LieuteI~

ant F. t. Forbes excItedIv v/rote to .t._~S

con1n1anding Officer: -

Si,." - It hc.s fallen to P'l'y lot to r/i'c:;]
a discovery of such iJnportance to / ;'.?

civilisf3tion of Africa" that I QP! 1]7::. ;;0'.':.':

mv O:7JJrl profession shoulc! bt·.'{!:r ~/:"c .hor:
ol~r tl!ot £t 1:Yl,a-v deserve.

The clisco;;ery consists of a ,"!{}yiUcn
lan?uage of the ]-;)houetic order.

I-Ie \vas later to add in a lecture tha t he
gave to the R,oyal Geographical Society:

It 'Nill be observed t..l)at the Janguage
is or the Phonetic order; that the' chara'~
ters are not symbolical and, according to
mv teacher; it vias invented te:l or tive~'tty

years ago ... by eight men. .

But it \vas I{ijelle, a German rnissioTI2.ry
stationed in Sierra I ..cone, \;vho vvent more
thoroughly into the matter. He first sp~nt

five months in Liberia and recorclpd con
versations that he had ,vith the svpposecl
inventor of written Vai -- Doalu Bukele.
~oelle says that Bukele died of sleeping
SIckness at for4-y, that he was assisu'd in his
invention by five other people and that
Bukele saw it all in a dream in \vhich D.

vvhite man explained the advantages of vvrit
ing to hiD1. Yaelle added that they ~7rou~

"with pens of reed" and they m2.~{e their
ink from. a special type of leaf. There were
215 different ~,yl1ables, the \vriting \VriS fraIn.
left to right 2~nd it was dependent on neither
Pirabic nor I.atin. In another book vvritten

five years later he added that the script ,!Vas
" independent, original, syllabic and phone
tic." H ~re he pointed out that there v/ere
original signs which originated in picture
\vriting such as signs for" to die" and" to
kill" \vhich yvere represented by a withered
tree and branches; in addition there were
sif)1S, probably due to the addition of
diacritical marks. For instance the sign for
" Inother" was the fan1iliar encircled dot
\vhich IZoelle felt indicated the child in the
\vomb.

The actual age of the WrItIng is not
s~lbject to a great deal of dispute. Delafosse
argues quite plausibly that the script was
most likely with the Vai before the Islamic
invasion; if not they would most certainly
have used the Arabic script. He feels that
the probable date could be as early as the
beginning of the sixteenth century, and there
is some support for this. For thou£!h
~1igeood feels that the Vai only settled in
Liberia in 1700, there is anlple evidence
to support Kup that there \vas a movement
of the Vai from Sierra L.eone after tbe de
feat of the troops of the Songhai eI~pire in
1590 bv the Sult2.11 of i\tlorocco. It A is not
svrprising therefore that P. E. Hair, in an
article "An early seventeenth - century
vocabulary of Vai ", added that " a vocabu
lary of Vai had been collected and printed
t\VO centuries earlier under another name.".
It'is more than possible that these attempts
on the part of Europeans to reduce Vai to a
written form might have stimulated indigen
ous interest to attempt the same. This '-'was



not, as Johnston has claimed, "clumsy adap
tations of Roman letters or of conventional
signs employed by Europeans" but rather as
Klingenheben has suggested, a development
from the "ancient and imperfect mode of
indicating conceptual contents by pictures
into the phonetically perfect system of
syllabic writing." Vai was a developed form
of writing which was widely used and which
contained a literature.

A DEVELOPIv1ENT ON THE VAI \vriting, but
with some outside influence, was a form of
writing kno\vn in the Cameroons. Actually
there were two types, one in the area of
Bagam and the other, the more elaborate,
near Bamum. The Bagam script \vhich is
the written form of the Eyap language has
been summarily dismissed by L. W. C.
Malcoln1 as "imitations or perversions of
Roman capitals or else of the trade marks
stencilled on the goods of European trad
ers." But Bamum \vriting is given more
respectability - it is said that it was in
vented by a Cameroonian chief, Njoya.
During his father's reign Hausa traders in
troduced him to books in Arabic which
interested him, and he determined to ex
periment with some form of writing. Ac
cording to Dugast and Jeffreys it was be
t\veen 1895 and 1896, when he \vas thirty,
that he produced his first alphabet, \vhich
was pictographic and had over 500 signs.
He went on improving and about 1900 re
duced it to 437 signs.

I-lis third attempt was partly syllabic and
had 380 signs. He was encouraged in his
efforts (to what extent it is not known) by
the Basel missionary, Gohring, and in 1910
he produced his sixth alphabet which was
fully syllabic. He had by then reduced his
signs to 80, and had added 10 numerals;
all resemblance to pictographic writing had
completely disappeared. His final alphabet
was his seventh in which he reached the
phonetic stage.

Another version is that Nj oya, \vhen he
became chief, called a number of \varriors
together as a result of a dream. He gave
each one the task of inventing a sign for
every monosyllable in the language and
a series of signs for polysyllables. He then
made a selection, bought slates from the
n1issionaries, gave them to his subjects, and
started to instruct them. It is said that he
wrote letters to his pupils, kept his accounts
and recorded important events. Several
manuscripts survive, of \vhich one is the
history and customs of the Barn.um, another
on religion, a third on medicine and a fourth
in the form of a map of the country. What
ever may be the truth of the actual con
tribution by Njoya, it would seem again
likely that he merely improved on a well
known form of writing which had been
extant for a long time. Gelb adds that the
syllabary now consists of 70 signs which
are "showing certain tendencies towards
alphabetisation." Bamum, like Vai, would
seem to have been indigenous and to have
gained some measure of development from
the ingeniousness of an individual.

IN NIGERIA THERE ARE a number of scripts
which are worthy of attention, but it is not
known, with the exception of the most
important, ho\v far it would be correct to
regard them as "indigenous." The excep
tion is Nsibidi, used in the Calabar area of
Eastern Nigeria, a form of writing perfected
by the Ekpe Secret Society and probably
dating from the seventeenth century. The
extent to which several other such scripts
might have survived in Africa can only be
guessed at; so, for instance, quite by chance
at a court trial in 1931, the fact emerged
that there was a developed form of writing
in another part of Eastern Nigeria. This
script had 32 symbols. When it was first
used people wrote on sand, leaves, and trees
and later on paper, a.fter the coming of the
missionaries. Similarly there exists a booklet,
obviously intended for church use, which
has an alphabet of 32 large and small letters.
This script is used for the commandments
of the church, although Roman letters were
employed for the rest of the book, which
contained extracts from Genesis and Exodus.

With regard to N aibidi it must be said
that the signs appear fairly conventionalised,
consisting mainly of bent or straight lines
in a number of combinations. Originally
these Vlere cut or painted on slit paltn leaf
stalks. This writing could be used to record
a court case, for instance, and McGregor
has written:

I have in my possession a copy of the
record of a court case from a town on
the Enion Creek taken down in it, and
every detail, except the evidence, is most
graphically described - the parties in
the case, the witnesses, the dilemma of
the chief who tried it, his sending out
lllessengers to call other chiefs to help
him, the finding of the court and the
joy of the successful litigants and of
their friends are all told by the use of a
few strokes.

From the N sibidi "sketch" McGregor
carefully works out the precise details of
meaning. But he vr'ould seem to be emphas
ising the ability of N sibidi to communicate
in a spasmodic kind of \vay - in parts
rather than as a whole.

BY NO·"V IT SHOULD be apparent that it is
quite wrong to say that \vriting, or for that
matter a written literature, did not exist in
Africa. As has been shown, \vriting existed
writing that was not unrelated to literature
and which was pictographic. Side by side
with this existed highly developed forms of
\vriting \vhich \vere in some cases applied
to literature. \Vhat has been considered
here is by no nleans exhaustive; it is merely
a pointer to possibilities. But it has been
shown that prehistoric representations, picto
graphs and developed alphabets exist with
one another, and are an indication of the
imaginative ability of the African to rise
above the temporal impositions of his world.
His art is a unity of time. e
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SOUNDS FROM
A GREAT SILENCE.

Notes on
West African:
Literature
in French

I

MARYSE CONDE

IT IS TODAY undoubtedly a thing of the
past to talk of African literature in the
French language. In effect, since the chain
of semi-independence which followed the
real independence of Guinea in 1958, very
little of value has been written in Franco
phone A!frica. This fact is something of a
surprise, coming after a veritable literary
outburst in the 'Cameroun, Senegal, and the
Ivory Coast - not to mention the fore
nlnning works of L. S. Senghor, associ
ated with the Negritude movement.

I t is true that African literature has been
essentially a literature of crisis, the expres
sion of ca conflict. The Alfrican writer was,
by definition, a colonised person, living in
a colonial society and reacting to colonial
oppression. Whether he painted only the
outward forms 'of this oppression, whether
he rebelled against them, or whether he
tried to avoid these forms by dreaming of
love or death, the centre of his work was
colonialism.

Must we then conclude that since inde
pendence and semi-independence put an
end to colonialism and brought peace, hap
piness and prosperity, our writers shut up
- as people who are happy have nothing
to talk about? The answer is quite decid
edly: No. The causes of malaise and con
flict in Aifrica have by no me'ans disappeared
vvith independence (it seems in fact that
they have been multiplied) and the reasons
for saying something should all be there.

Would it then be true that the generation
which wrote Mission Terminee or Le Vieux
"}.legre et la Medaille or Le Regard du Roi
have become too directly involved in these
new conflicts, and thus, compromised and
incapable of transcribing them into a literary
work? It would perhaps be difficult for a
minister or an ambassador to make pro
nouncements on the neo - colonialist or
oppressive political situation of his country.
Or, is it perhaps that the young generation,
still bogged down by the mystique of a
chief and a leader does not dare to say quite
plainly that nothing has changed, and there-

M R S. M A R Y SEC 0 N DE, a French
West Indian, was educated at the Sor
bonne, lived in Guinea, and is now Head
of the French Department of the Ghana
Institute of Languages.
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fore keeps quiet and waits? It is in any case
superficial to pretend that the socio-political
turmoil which ranges across Africa does not
favour literary creation. These worlds where
"things fall apart" without automatically
assuming new forms could give rise to a
literature of chaos, the portrait, one might
say, of a world, partly unfamiliar and thus
disturbing, rising from this confusion. The
fact is that in Francophone Africa there is
no Chinua Achebe.

IT \VOULD PERHAPS be long-winded and
pointless to catalogue the reasons why there
is silence in the literary quarters of the
French-speaking African. We may thus
proceed to discuss African literature in
French as it exists today.

In prose as in poetry, the essential theme,
as we have said, is the revolt against coloni
alism. But the forms which this revolt
now takes are more complex. First of all,
there is the purely passive reaction. This
amounts to nothing more than the affected
portrayal of typically African custo:ns,
opposed consciously or unconsciously to the
customs of Europe, the great Destroyer. If
some of the contemporary ,vorks resemble
old-fashioned fables (viz. Karim d'Ousmane
Soce Maimouna d'Abdoulaye Sadji), they
do not any less represent the de ire to re
evaluate despised local traditions and per
sonality. At the risk of creating displeasure
or even shocking, I would say that under
this category we should ShOVl a relative
interest in L'enfant "f\loir of Camara La re.
His idealised Guinea never existed. What
Laye was familiar \vith was as in the c. '"'e
of everybody else, an Africa ravaged bv
coloniali m. i\1.r. Laye's pages of descrip
tion of the ,vork 6f his father, of the mani
fold tasks of his mother, of the ritual of
circumcision of the countryside read like
selected passages which recapture a whole
vork a" if the author was \vriting a pL.J~ce

to a future anthology.

T~~~ SECO.D ST.,GE of this r~volt is the
ravages of coloniali m in a given societ .
This is the most frequent literary form.
From d'Abdoulaye Sad·ji, we move -through
to Cheikh H8midou Kane, bypassing the
great C. meroonians Mongo Beti and F.

Oyono. These writers portray for us human
beings made absolutely ridiculous, hideous
and pitiable by the colonial drama. Clearly
the difference between the first two writers
is great. The universe of d'Abdoulaye Sadji
is a small one. His Senegalese mulatress is a
very small person, preoccupied with the
colour of her skin and obsessed by her
desire to marry a white man, eventually to
have fairer descendants. Never behind her
pitiful story is there drawn the grandeur of
a people led to dislike itself.

The works of d'Abdoulaye Sadji are only
vaguely alive. There is no comparison be
tween them and the works of Mongo Beti
and F. Oyono. The weapons of these last
t\\ 0 are irony and humour. I prefer Le
Pauvre Christ de Bomba (Oyono) to Mis
sion Terminee (Beti), the first work being
a biting satire, an unequivocal denunciation
of the religious and sentimental falsehoods
which are made to cover up economic
oppression. In the same \-vay, I prefer Le
Vieux egre et la A1.edaille to V·ie de Boy)
the o~d Meka receiving his ridiculous medal,
being more human than Toundi examining
his n- \stress over the edge of his glasses.

Tonetheless, these two writers give a mea
sure of implication and nuance to the
colonial drama.

One may be surprised that I mention
alol1 side these two writers the name of
Chei1 h l-fan ido1 Kane. throl1f.?;h \-vhon ... n~o
colonialism made such a resou~ding success.
The 'fact is that however irritating the side
h~ took to ma"e an epic of his Aventure
Ar1lyiaUt~ \\,j.th its ra ~p of stereotr e
ch3.racters (the Master':"- the Great R·oy
alt with its verbose evocation of an ex
clusively spiritual dralua - Fulani chi fs
forc cl to adopt the way of the 'X'est
ho vever negative and nebulous his conclu
pion is (the murder of the hero by a mad
man and the dialocrue with an omni. resent
God), Hamidou Kane experiences no less
the f t lhar the t!~'!edv _., ~ h 0, ~.s un is
that of two civilisations: nvo cult~res m~ t
'ng i1 an u ..~C! al C !llhDt ,l0(-t. ~; h~rc o ...e
at' :h p t'A 0 i~ faulty.

THE TI-fIRD TAGE of the revolt shol Id be
the revolt its.Jf, that is, the direct denu cia
ion of a situation which should ot exist~

th portra~ a1 of the strl1g le ~ :ai!l:S~ it:

'The only example of this is Sembene Ous
mane's Les Bouts de Bois de Dieu. This
work is an isolated phenomenon. It is the
story of a strike in the old Sudan, started by
the men and supported by the women and
ending in a popular victory. The book of
S. Ousmane which followed, L'Harmattan)
did not fulfil the promise of his first book.
One has to deplore the appearance of the
very traditional \vhite woman, intervening
to pose the problem (really dated today
except Jor an Afro-American and West
Indian minority) of the mixed marriage.

The \veakness of this third stage is not
specifically an African phenomenon, but a
general literary one. Outside Russian litera
ture, one can find few examples of authors
echoing the armed or unarmed struggles of
the ordinary people. 1'his is the domain of
journalism, or otherwis it is necessary for
the stor outlining the struggle to imbue it
with an epic nature. In this category, one
has to list D. T. Niamc Soundjata ou
I'Epopee Mandingue. Could this perhaps
be called the first African historical novel
in French? The story certainly maintains
the senli-lea endary flavour or the griot
recitals.

FRE CH-SPEAKI G AFRICAN poets are num
erous. Many of them believe that sincerity
of emotion is the only precondition to the
writing of valuable literary work. We could
quote B. Dadie or B. Diop. But the greatest
French-speal ing African poets are without
doubt Leopold Senghor and David Diop.

Senghor belongs to the first stage, that
of passive revolt. Even the word revolt, in
its passive form, causes some surprise ,vhen
applied to the poet-president, so I must
explain that I take revolt in this sense to
mean '"' n a\vareness on the pan of the
writer that his country and people consti
tute an original entity. (But, vvould this not
constitute one of the definitions of eari
tude ?)

" Elephant of Mbissel hear my pious
prayer

Grant me the burning knowledge of the
great doctors of Timbuctoo,

Grant me the will of Sonni Ali, son of
the froth of the lion .

- a tidal wave in its conquest of a
continent.

B eathe on me the wisdom of the Keitas."
Senghor is a great poet a very great

poet, even if one has to deplore in his
works rh , e18.boration of his political obedi
ence and hi th,.or_ of the complimentary
nature of the races (Emotion is ours as
Reason is .11 nic). Yet no O~.1e etter than
he ha~ sho, n the power to paint Africa in
grand 0 ltline~ to ~ive orne inkling of its
lost beautyj and to retriev ·ts noble strain.

David Diop belongs to the third sta. e,
that of direct r volt. His poetr is m~ant

to df~ f~,. t1.~ 8:- .( rurns. Pis r;. ith_., i
tha t of war-drums. It is not peculiarly Afri
C2 n. It is an expre sion of revolt among all
the colonised peoples.

(T?·o11."!af?d by 0 .!IP,c! ;.'\.a:·~l'ille
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Cameroon!
Cameroon!!

Mofolo Bulane

Houseboy by Ferdinand Oyono, translated by
John Reed (Heinemann, 18s)

THE CAMEROONIAN NOVELIST, in the evolution
and development 'Of character, refuses to remain
at the home base. While the starting point is
the beautiful Cameroon he loves so much, the
phenomena he is dealing with are characteristic
of the world of m'asters 'and servants, the world
of superiors and inferiors. Our main interest
here is the depiction of the events and characters
together with the solution, within the limits of
literary expression, that logically follows.

Thus, Ferdinand Oyono in his Houseboy sets
the 'scene in D'angan, C'ameroon. The book,
written in tlhe fonn of a diary kept by a
Cameroonian houseboy, consists of two parts.
The story is a searing agony of the deep-rooted
conflict between two groups of people who
happen to live together. On the one hand, it is a
story of cynicism, moral depravity, hypocrisy,
the white man's arrogance; 'and, on the other,
naivete, 'Complacency, fierce struggle and resist
ance in an occupied territory.

The v/hole power structure has come under
attack in this novel; the Church, the State and
the Police, in literary images and in the logic
of the plot, all stand naked in their wavering
mission 'which, the author proves, is murdering
the innocents. It is significant that all those
torturing the innocents are foreigners, and that
the author does not stress the racial issue as tk~e

cause of the tragedy. While, however, the racial
issue does play a part, it is true that the whole
area of human relations is dominated by fac
tors of larger dimensions.

We have Father Gilbert; and, after his death,
Father Vandermayer, who takes charge of the
Saint Peter's C'atholic Mission at Dangan. We
meet the Commandant, Gullet, the Chief of
Polic,e, whose name derives from "his long
flexible neck like a tick-hird's". Moreau, Agri
cultural Engineer, the Commandant's wife and
others complete the gaHery of the strong breed.
The perpetual 'chiefs also figure.

At the other pole stand Toundi, Baklu, the
cook, tlhe sentry, Kalisia and others.

"I SHALL BE THE CHIEF European's boy. The
dog of the ,King is the King of dogs". When
we consider that as Toundi's chief dream, we

conle to appreciate the impact the bitter experi
ence in stark reality had on him. An innocent
village boy at the beck land call of the priest,
Toundi ran the gauntlet. From the altar of
God, where he served till the skin 0'£ his knees
fonned into crocodile scales, it dawned upon
him that there was something wrong with the
masters. It \vas in the house of God that the
Europeans receive Communion separately.
Toundi records in his diary:

"In the churdh of Saint Peter at Dangan
the whites have their seats in the transept
beside the altar. There they can follow the
Mass comfortably seated in cane armchairs
covered with velvet cushions. Men and
women sit shoulder to shoulder. Mme. Salvain
was sitting next to the Comm·andant. In the
row behind, Gullet and the agricultural
engineer leant over as in a single movement
towards the two fat girls. Behind them the
doctor now and then pushed up the gold
braid that hung down from his over-large
epaulettes. His wife pretending to be lost to
the world in the perusal of her missal fol
lowed out of the corner of her eye what was
going on between Gullet, the agricultural
engineer, and the two fat mademoiseUes
Duoois...." (p. 40).

The attitude is quite clear in the 'way the words
have been chosen. The author fin'ally tears the
mask by way of contrast:

"The nave of the church is completely
reserved for Mricans. They sit on tree trunks
instead of benches and these are arranged in
two rows. The faithful are supervised by
catedhists ready to pounce 'at the least sign
of inattention. These servants of God march
up and down the central, a1isle that divides
the men from women, carrying sticks. . . .
The ,faithful 'Stand up, kneel, stand up again,
sit and 'stand to the rhythm of ... smacking
noises. ,Men and '\\Tomen deliberately turn their
backs to be sure they won't look at one
anotJher. The catechists watch for the flicker
of an eyelid." (p. 40).

Those sticks! One is persuaded to believe that
Africans are treated -as animals or big children,
even in church. While the African laity is thus
humiliated, notes Toundi:

" Down at the front, Gullet seizes his oppor
tunity 'at the elevation of the Host to squeeze
the hand of 'his neighoour. Mme. Salvain's
legs move imperceptibly closer to the Com
mandant's". (ibid.)

When the Catholic ritual was over, the whites
left through the "Europeans onlry" sacristy.
The Africans were forced to remain for Father
Vandermayer's pulpit harangue in an unintel
ligible vernacular, "a sermon full of obsceni
ties." .

The above picture, for all its being local,

attains truthfulness and universality. This brow
beating of tile lambs of God is not confined to
Dangan 'alone. It is characteristic of the colonial
era everywhere. Hence, the politician's ,:harge
that the spiritual land the temporal power are
bed-fellows, two sides of the same coin.

The chief is shown in his own setting, where
he is

" Akoma King of Kings, King of wives,
White man one ring
Akoma has more than 'the white men
Akom'a King of rings, King of wives . . ."

and before the Commandant, where, pretending
to understand French, he clucks " Yes, yes"
like a hen.

THE GATHERING STORM breaks upon Toundi,
the King's dog proper, tbefore !he could become
the king of dogs. It ~s here in the Command
ant's 'Residence, in contact with the forces at
work in the world 'corrupting with greed and
impotence, that the m'ain hero embarks upon the
high road of disenchantment and revolt. "The
Commandant", to borrow from Wole Soyinka,
"in his uncircumcised nakedness ", loses
Toundi's respect. In this the Houseboy sees
the weakness and unmanly character of the
housemaster.

Toundi ~dmires the beauty of the Commfl~d

ant's ·wife. He celebrates her in moving prose
only to be disappointed when she had an affair
with .the Prison Director. Here ·the author
abandons the brief sentences of 'a diary. ili~

syntax becomes more involved, the characters
diversified and true to type. There is men's
gossip and comic remarks on seeing the Co~

mandant's wife whose vicious character, as ~

unfaithful 'wife and typical member of her
social group, greatly contribute to Toundi's
destruction.

There is a midnight raid in the location. Here
the reader gets to know about injustice where
the enforcement of unpopular law is left to
police baroarity. It is exactly the police as an
organ of the -state apparatus that has physically
extenninated many a m'an.

The sentry's words and counsel are replete
with the wisdom of the common folk, while the
washerboy and the cook combine together to
supply the local 'colour. ,One should have ex
pected the author to use pidgin in portraying his
minor characters. He has effectively done so by
other techniques: the use of idiom 'and patterns
of behaviour true to the situation. And above
all in the humour in ,which some of his char
acters abound. It is, however, ,the kind of
humour that goes into the flesh and blood ('~

the novel, that sheds light on the peculiarities
of this or ,that character.

In this connection, imagine Toundi sweeping
the floor and incidentally coming 'across the
wet rubbers he did not know. Later on the



Commandant's 'wife, crushed by shame, con
fessed to Toundi that they are contraceptives.
At this juncture, the sentry 'fails to understand
the whiteman's stupidity in loading his uncir
cumcised self -with a rubber. Baklu, the washer
boy, rushing into the kitchen witih soiled towels
and, having been turned out, coming with his
dripping finger 'in the 'air, his twitched face an
unmistakable sign of stenCh! Here there is a
moral victory of the underdog over those who
lord it over him. In fact, all ,these happenings
lend dynamism to the action and deepen the
conflict.

The affair of Sophia with the Engineer eventu
ally drives Toundi to prison. He is suspected
of secretly dealing with Sophie, who has dis
appeared. Kalisia is needed by the author for
two reasons: by way of contrast, the more to
penetrate into the essence of the personality of
the Commandant's wife and, coming from the
lower rungs o'f the society, to relieve the figure
of womanhood in a setting bedevilled by in
humanity of man to man. The constables and
the catechists, in their fluctuations between the
t\VO worlds 'at w,ar, are thrown in to bring the
whole tragedy into sharp focus. They are the
lost ones, unaccepted by the world they serve,
because their respective interests are diametrically
opposed.

ONE MIGHT LEVEL this remark: despite the diffi
cult conditions in which the peopile in Dangan
find themselves, it would seem that they are still
unconscious of the force they are. In the circum
stances, t!hey should have been resolute in their
action. They should have been aroused by hatred
to the enemy. Thus, the night Toundi, all
covered in blood, is brought home in a land
rover " ... skidding through the maze of decay
ing mud houses" (p. 126), people can't decide
on action. The whole location came to see and
to lament.

Back in the police camp, Toundi had a full
dose of the whiten1an's bestiality:

" 'Give him twenty-five blows of the sjam
bok " 'Gullet told the constable. . . .

I lay down on my stomach in front of the
constable. Gul'let handed him the hippo
potamus-hide whip he always carried. The
constable made it hiss down on to my buttocks
twenty-five times. When it started I deter
mined not to cry out. I must not cry out.
I clenched my teeth and forced myself to
think of something else. The image of Kali
si'a came up before my eyes. It was follo\ved
by Madame's image and then my father's
... the day's events passed before my eyes."
(p. 130).

This is Toundi's resistance, his detennination
not to please the enemy by \veeping or craving
pardon. The a~rh'Or symp-athises with his hero
and shows his courage and indomitable spirit
against all odds. In his defiance he 'assumes a
larger proportion, one representative of the
Cameroonian character in its dialectical develop
ment.

Although Toundi is crushed on the white
man's juggernaut, we feel that he lives on in
the stark reality depicted by F erdinand Oyono.
He lives on as a symbol of right conquering
might. The significance here being that the scope
goes beyond the borders of Cameroon.

The English translation relied on the French
text. All things considered, the vitality of the
original has rem'ained without deteriorating into
the category of exotica. It escapes the "idyllic
and pastoral" style spotted by Lewis Nkosi in
some categories of African writing.

With Mango Beti's Poor Christ from BO'mba
in mind, Houseboy breaks 'fresh ground. A must

.for students of the modem novel in Africa. •

Story
and history

Khadarnbi Asalache

A V' iew of Vultures by Alan Scholefield (Heine
m'ann 25s)

On Trial For Aly Country by Stanlake Sam
kange (Heinemann 18s)

I AM. UNFORTUNATELY one of those bad readers
who, after starting a novel, tend to leave it
halfway read if the plot does not register in
the mind early. And apparently no compromise
nlethod, like reading a chapter e'ach day, is a
solution \vhen the work is long; the thread of
the story is disjointed. I am making the point
because when I started reading A View of
V ultures my interest was nearly s\vitched off by
the first part of the book. It is possible that
what I consider to be impressions is only a care
fully thought-out strategy, scanty sketches for
the purpose of the full portrait one finds in the
latter half of the back. If this be the case, then
I wilt confine my comments to the general plot
leaving the direction of the book as a matter
of individual opinion.

James Black, a young Scot convict being
sent to New South Wales in 1806, escaped fronl
the ship \vhen it reached the Cape. Lying IO~T

to avoid contact with the Cape authorities he,
\v1th the escapees, bluffed his way through
native country. But his progress ,vas hindered
by the fact that he was handcuffed. To repair
the inconvenience someone offered to cut the
handcuffs off with an axe. Lack of care ended
in one of James's hands being chopped off. The
psychological effect his hooked arm had on tpe
natives, after the tragedy \vas forgotten, turned
the physical impa'innent into an asset, as \\~e

later see.
Ra'cial relations!hips bet"hTeen the black and

\\i~hite in this pioneer period in the history of
South Africa were conditioned, as they still are,
by the law of the jungle; a system that guaran
tees the supremacy and survival of the strongest.
The pioneers had the guns and the Bible, the
Bushmen had arrows: in terms of power a
rather sad balance. The Dutch who had made
the Cape a colony might have settled dOVln
quietly for some more years yet, but for British
intervention. The Old Testament minded Dutch,
feeling the weight of British occupation, turned
to the holy book. And behold the Word of the
Lord! One couldn't miss it, in black and white
it was writ of a land to the north "flowing
with milk and honey." Fami'1ies took to the
wagons, missionaries to their Bibles, social
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scientists to their pens; and the trek was on.
Alarmed Bushmen, ala-nned because their

land was being cleared of game, made sporadic
efforts to rid their land of the trek boers, raiding
their stock whenever the occasion arose, to no
good end. To the trekkers, Bushmen were pests
to be cleared from the land to make it livable
for white families. The justification for this
view was in the Book " ... he that fleeth of
them shall not flee away, and he that escapeth
of them shall not be delivered. Though they dig
into hell, thence shall mine hand take them;
though they climb up to heaven, thence will I
bring them down ... "

J ames Black fitted himself into this mental
landscape, cynically though, for he was a non
believer of sorts. But although the settlers carried
the Tablets, they needed to satisfy their sexual
desires and the shortage or difficulty of courting
\vhite women led the white men to the native
women. Black was apparently happy of this
service using his white girl friend for a luxurious
emotional satisfaction, when one day she startled
him by the news that she was pregnant. He
resigned himself to marrying her but since the
farnl he had been living in had been destroyed,
he decided to move further into the interior.
His journey provides one of the most moving
pass'ages of the whole story, its colour being
added by a faithful Bushman sen'ant.

STANLAKE SAMKANGEJS On T1A ial for My Coun
try is a shorter novel. It seem's meant to be a
historical novel but the plot is done in such a
way that it looks (to me) forced, and the work
doesn't successfully emerge from this initial
difficulty. The story, or the history (whichever
one chooses) goes like this. The hero, who had
been attending a 4 Methodist service in Bula,wayo,
suddenly decides to drive some thirty miles
away from town to call on friends. A happening
on the way brings him into the presence of a
spirit that had just come back from a heavenly
indaba, a tribal gathering where Lobengula and
Rhodes, two protagonists in Rhodesia's history,
are under examination.

A historical novel -about Southern Rhodesia
is no doubt a good undertaking, -and especially
if it puts into perspective the facts leading to
the understanding of the present political mud
dle. But noble sentiments, alas, don't necessarily
m-ake literature, however one might agree with
them in another context. Even so, a certain pass
age in the novel aroused my interest. Rhodes is
supposed to have been brought up by. his father
on the principles of love, purity, honesty and
unselfishness (p. 27), principles which I know,
despite their Christian origin, to have a strong
MRA flavour (the four absolutes). Such an
obvious historical error, and other MRA echoes,
seem to indicate MRA associations. •
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Africanising

christianity

Effa Okupa

Katigondo: Presenting the Christian Message to
Africa edited by Robert Ledogar, MM (Geoffrey
Chapman, London and Dublin, 21s)

CHRIS TIANITY LIKE EVERYTHING ELSE wants to
tag along with African Socialism, A'frican Per
sonality, African Virility. African Christianity
means that the black man's relationship with
God must be expressed according to his way of
thinking and acting in daily life.

In the autumn of 1964 a group of catechetical
experts met at Katigondo in Uganda to discuss
ways of adapting and presenting the message of
Christ to modern Africans and Katigondo is the
result of the proceedings.

The rapid social, economic and political
change in Africa in the last ten years has been
phenomenal and has caught the evangelists un
aware. Because they were not prepared for the
material progress of the Africans, the Christian
teachers condemned, ignored and did not inte
grate material progress among its precepts. They
overstressed the dangers of materialism to a
people who only want a teeny weeny bit of the
material things of Hfe. The African cannot live
in the twentieth century by prayers alone.

The survey of the Pan-African Catechetical
study week revealed that, "there is an urgent
need for a faith so deep that it will overflow into
every sphere of personal and social life".

And in order for Africans to achieve this true
understanding of the Christian faith, the teaching
of the Christian message has to inculcate accept
able aspects of African belief and interweave it
into Christianity.

"In imitation of Our Lord's teaching by
parable, catechesis must absorb the realities of
African life and use them as signs, developing
their potentialities by way of biblical symbolism.

"In this connection, since catechesis has its
great basic sign in the ecclesial community, it
must recognise and make the most of the Mrican
community sense and direct it towards member
ship in the People of God. Similarly, to make
known the Covenant that God establishes by his
Word, ratifies by the Supper and the Cross and
offers for participation in the Eucharistic Sacri
fice, catechesis can utilise the African apprecia
tion of the spoken word as a source of com
munion and life, and the African familiarity with

blood pact and with the ritual meal as a sign of
fraternal communion.

"Many elements of Mrican life seem to be
providential signs that catechesis can place at the
disposal of the great signs common to all the
people of God - Bible, liturgy and living
Church."

The Christian message must not appear as
something imported by the white man, so they
agreed. But yet, many elements of African life
are invaluable for christianisation, such as
rhythmic music, that's fine, goes well with
Church music and choral singing, let's cluistian
ise it. Why should the devil have all the best
tunes? Africa's love of dances and display of
colour, bright idea, let's have it. It's all in the
liturgy. Well, then vvha't about assimilating poly
gamy? A cesspool, a purulent barrier to cate
chesis! It is contra ry to the Law of God for a
man to have luore than one wife, but with the
biblical folks God tolerated polygamy, perhaps
He even understood. Why can't He be sympa
thetic once again?

Polygamy in its pre-Christian setting in Africa
was essentially family planning, as tribal ethics
forbade husband and wife to have relations until
the newly born child was nearly three years old.
A healthy interval should be left between the
birth of one child and the next, otherwise the
mother would not be able to look after her~e)f
and the growing child. Jvteinwhile, the hus t

- 3;1-1

took anoti1er wife because infant and adult mo"'
tality wa high and the tribe had to be replenish
ed. But modern catechists deride it as if Africans
were more sinful than the folks of Sodom ~n :
Gomorrha.

THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN AFRICANS and other
people \vhere the word God is involved has been
grossly exaggerated. The essence of Christianity
is essentially the same to all men. Besides the
life of Jacob is closer to that of a Gulu village
boy than to that of a Knightsbridge school boy.
The problem of the modern evangelists is how to
keep up with Africanisation without destroying
Christianisation. What do we do about the lapsed
christians?

"But Christianity in Africa also reveals that
it has not really sent down its roots with
sufficient depth into the people as a whole. The
children have grown up now, and the lives which
some of them lead as adults h'ave revealed to us
that their human nature had by no means been
fully Christianised. How many of them there are
who, in sickness, misfortune or hostilities react
not in a Christian way, but in their pre-Christian
manner! How many problems arise from this in
the form of trial marriages, broken marriages and
polygamy, even among Christians! How few are
the Christians who are really prepared to stand
up for their faith in times of trouble, and to

make sacrifices for it. How many there are
among the youth, especially among those in the
middle and higher schools who no longer practise
their faith and now are neither truly Christian
nor truly pagan? "

Surely, this problem is universal. One could
near the bishops of N ew York and London
spouting out the same tale.

But the experts agreed on one vital point, that
the remuneration of the catechists is lousy.

The problem confronting the Catechetical
experts in Africa today is not so much an
urgent need for a catechetical renewal or a Te
juggling of the old church, but of dragging the
Christian churches and all those who serve in
them out of the Victorian age into the fresh air
and realities of the latter half of the twentieth
century.

•
The Origin of Life and Death edited by VIIi
Beier (Heinemann Educational Books)
"I THE BEGINNING, THE SKY \vas very close to
the earth. In those days men did not have to till
the ground, because whenever they felt hungry
they simply cut off a piece of the sky and ate
it. ..."

But becau e man was incorrigibly wa5tefcl 8;1d

greedy, grabbing more than he could eat, "The
sky became very angry indeed, and rose up high
above the earth, far beyond the reach of men.
And from then on men have had to \vork for
their living."

This collection of creation myths from differ
ent parts of Africa is extremely subtle and
colourful. Man, in his eternal pursuit for a
reason to justify his existence, where he was
before he was born and what would become of
him after the unconsciousness of death, has
created many myths to solve the mystery of life
and death. In their simplicity, these myths adapt
ed themselves to the ideals of village society;
they had good insight into human frailty and
were more sympathetic than Hebrew mythology.
Strangely enough, there were no threats of hell
fire and brimstone. In a few of the myths, when
the dead were not restored to life they escaped
into immortality.

"When death first entered the world, men
sent a messenger to Chuku, asking him \vhether
the dead could not be restored to life and sent
back to their old homes."

Among the Ijaw of Nigeria, a man chooses
his own fate before coming into the world and
does not blame his creator for his misfortune.
Some of the myths show striking resemblance to
biblical mythology but without thou shalt not
do this or that.

African Genesis should provide enough stim
ulating m'aterial for those who want to Africanise
Christianity. •



Glory
resplendent

Hollis R. Lynch

~4frica}! C?!'l'''':.r - f!,C S!n1Y cl r".lllisl!ed l\"egro
Empires by J. c. de Graft-Johnson (Walker
& Co., Kew York)

IT IS WORTH emphasising that Africall Glory,
written by a Ghanaian economics lecturer and
recently republished, was first written in 1954
- the year that the Gold Coast became the
first black colonial African country to achieve
self-governme"t. (Later, on 6 March 1957, the
Gold Coast renamed Ghana also became the
first of these to achieve full political inde
pende!1ce).

Dc Grdft-]ohnson's book was intended to dis
pel the myth that African peoples were without
a worthwhile history; to make available to Afri
ca;1S a history of their past which if not un
biased was at least written from the African
point of view; a history that would stimulate
3Pl{)!i7 A[ri..:~1t~· p_~;J(' in tl~eii- pJst and ser';e
2S a necessary accompaniment to the not !1eW
but intensified African nationalism which al
ready in 1954 was beginning to turn back the
European imperialist tide in Africa. But let me
admit that the author does not explicitly make
these large claims; he sets down his aim,
modestly, as providing" Glimpses of the Negro
Past" - the title of a lecture series of his
from w'hich his book grew.

Thus, the author does not set out to give us
a comprehensive history of Africa; he prefers
to select and dwell on those aspects which
reflect ,. African glory".

In the first ~even short chapters the author
c;Jtlines North African history to "the Arab
conquest of North Africa". And obviously, it
is this part of his work which least justifies
his subtitle: The Story of Vanished Negro
Empires. But even here the autl~or does attempt
to isolate distinctively Negro contributions: for
example, he observes that "there is no doubt
that . Dynastic Egyptians had Negro blood
in thei r veins"; that in the reign of Pepi I
Merira, the third ruler of the Sixth Dynasty,
"an army of full-blooded Negroes from the
Sudan" took part in an Egyptian attack on
Palestine; that" during the Thirteenth Dynasty
.. Nehsira, n full-blooded Kegro" took the

throne of Egypt by force, and that the black

Nubians provided Egypt with its twenty-fifth
dynasty.

MOST PERTINENT to the title of his book is the
author's treatment of the West African empires
- Ghana, Mali and Songhai. Here from the
third to the sixteenth century was resplendent
"African glory"; here was undisputed proof
of Negro capacity for political organisation:
here was a succession of three empires which had
thrown up such highly talented leaders as
Mansa Musa (1307-32) of Mali and Askia
Mohammed I (1493-1528) of Songhai, men
whose reputations for munificence and as patrons
of scholarship went far beyond their realms.
The author" pays tribute" to these leaders who

~~~E!C ne3rest (0 building <l united West
Af,'ic3 "; 2nd, of ccmse, im:Jlies that it was an
achievement worthy of emulation by contem
porary African leaders.

Also interesting, and controversial, is the i
author's claim that the Akan people" migrated
from somewhere in the Ghana empire" after its
fall in 1076 from the assaults of the Almora
vids, and eventually settled in present-day
Ghana: such a theory, no doubt, provided some
historical justification for renaming the Gold
Coast Ghana.

The author next discusses the Portuguese on
the West African coast, in the Congo, and in
East Africa and concludes that the African
societies they encountered gave evidence of
social and political sophistication.

The decline from what he sees as the medie
val grandeur of Africa the author attributes
solely to the influence of the slave trade; in
his view, it perpetrated "the rape of African
~~llti.!··t' .'nd ~i\"ilis3tion". De Graft-Johnson
apparently does not agree with the conven
tional view that the slave trade also stimulated
the growth of African states, among them the
Asha:1ti.

In a final chapter the author demonstrates
that Gi1anaian nationalism had roots going back
to the mid-ninetee:1th century: that J. B.
Danquah and Kwame Nkrumah had predeces
sors, among others, King John Aggery, lames
Brew, John Mensah Sarbah and Casely Hay
ford, a view that has since been minutely docu
mented by David Kimble in A Political History
(If Givlla (London, 1962).

DE GI,/\7:-JOHNSON'S book is stimulating and
competently written. It is perhaps a book prim
-arily for the intelligent layman, although the
serious student, too, might be rewarded by the
challenge of some of his interpretations as well
3S by the historiographic value of his work as
one of the first attempts by an African, or
mdeed any scholar, to reconstruct aspects of the
history of 3 large pOI·tion of the African
continen:.

Finally, there is an interesting disclosure in
t:Je author's brief epilogue - the only part of
his book that was slightly revised for this
edition. The author, who is from a J:'fominc!1t
Ghanaian family who have long been :lfnong
the leaders of that country's nationalism, was
imprisoned for 11 months in 1964 for failure
to display "unqualified sycophantic loyalty" to
ex-President Nkrumah. He thus takes the oppor
tunity of warning African political leaders
'};:;a~:-:,~~~ deny:r:.~ ...~.. fr:':I.:1s "freed{'m of speech
and freedom of movement". Typically, despite
recent evidence of instability in Africa, he re
mains optimistic about its future: "there is
much that is stable about the continent, much
that wiIl confound the predictions of the pessi
mists". •
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Counter
Insurgency

Martin Legassick

South Africa's Defense: The Problem of Internal
Control by]. E. Spence and Elizabeth
Thomas (Security Studies Project, University
of California, Los Angeles, Paper Number 8,
1966, $1.50).

BOTH THE TITLE of this pamphlet and the aus
pices under which it was written (The UCLA
Security Studies Project has informal ties with
the notorious Rand Corporation) may make
it appear a little suspect. However, it grew out
of a seminar paper with the serious intentions
of studying the forms revolutionary activity
might take in South Africa and the prospects
for success, which marks an advance in academic
thinking about South Africa over discussions of
the nature of apanheid and the prospects for
sanctions: the paper was written by Elizabeth
Thomas for a seminar which Jack Spence was
conducting while a Visiting Professor at UCLA.
Because it is one of the first academic attempts
to explore such a topic, it is worth some atten
tion, though it has serious deficiencies.

Most of the 19 pages are - unfortunately
for the South African reader - taken up with
the description of familiar background pheno
mena: the pre-1960 non-violent nationalist
activity, the change to violence after 1960, the
corresponding re-orientation of Government
defence policy towards counter-insurgency, and
the Bantustan chimera. Spence and Thomas are
on surer ground in their analyses of Government
measures (based partially on papers by the
Institute of Strategic Studies in London) than
wht'n they discuss African nationalism, for which
Gwen Carter's Politics of Inequality and Edward
Feit's biased and selective account of the African
Nationalist Congress are not the best sources,
nor, by themselves, even adequate. The authors
do refer in passing to Leo Kuper's African
BOllrgcoi.,ie, Govan Mbeki's Peasant's Revolt,
and the collected writings of Nelson Mandela
- but there is no mention of Mary Benson,
Leo Kuper's earlier books, or other secondary
literature, nor the vast wealth of analysis and
primary material in post-1960 African nationalist
publications. South African Freedom News, the
editorials in Spotlight on South Afl"ica, The
African Communist, The New African, are
among the periodicals illustra ting the thinking
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of tIre South African liberation movement, not
to mention earlier journals such as Africa South,
New Age, Fighting Talk, Torch, Contact, The
Africanist, and speeches and ephemera available
elsewhere.

In a short article, the authors could of course
not have assimilated this material, though there
is little evidence that they have read much of it.
For academics or revolutionaries these journals
are necessary reading - nor is their any reason
why the two roles should be separated. Indeed
in most successful revolutions, the revolution
aries themselves have been the most successful
pre-revolutionary 'analysts. This is why it is
depressing to find that the authors, after such
limited investigation, jumping so readily to nega
tive conclusions: the paper, as Richard Rose
crance phrases it in his preface "does not suc
cumb to easy illusion".

BUT IT SHOULD BE POSSIBLE to \vrite optimistic
ally about prospects Jor South African revolu
tion without succumbing to illusion. Enough
cold water has been thrown on the prospects
for other successful revolutions to 'allow Mao
Tse-tung to swim from Peking to Washington.
I hope, in later article in these pages, to explore
in some depth some of the directions for analy
sis. For the moment, though, I shall indicate
where I think Spence and Thomas have slipped
too readily to conclusions.

What are rheir conclusions? SABOTAGE:

(Vmkhonto and tihe ARM) "under present cir
cumstances, counter - productive". TERRORIShi:

(Poqo) "a weak and self-limiting form of
action" "a sophisticated but costly ano1nie".
Why? Chiefly because the authors claim that
neither of these actions were part of an overall
revolutionary plan, and 'also because, state
Spence and Thomas, "the African community
lacks social cohesion." To state that Vmkhonto
was not part of an overall plan is to read
history backwards, or 'at any rate to succumb
to myopia: why should the plan have been dis
closed, despite the trial of the leaders and their
denial of planning guerilla warfare? What sort
of strategy is it to disclose such a plan? The
case for Poqo is more doubtful, 'and the ARM
could only be considered a serious organisation
if it had planned to 'link up with either the
ANC or the PAC or both, which was not, I
believe, out of the question. The second critic
ism, which recurs later (" trust, cooperation and
communication" are lacking among the African
community), will be discussed presently.

GUERILLA WARFARE (which the authors regard
as the next stage): This is unlikely to succeed
because:

(a) the South African Government enjoys" an
absolute monopoly of effective political po~\Ver,

complete 'Control over the means of force". If
this were true, one might as well give up. But it
is patently absurd - just as, despite her over
whelming (ldvantage in hardware and firepower
in Vietnam, the United States cannot be said to
have "complete control over the means of
force". The aim of revolutionary movements is
to generate political power, to make manifest
untapped sources of political power: no regime
has a monopoly on political power, or cOlnplete
control of means of force. If the South African
Government is militarily strong, or if it has
the solid unshakeable backing of three million
whites, this only means that it needs to be out
thought and out-manoeuvred.

(b) Land configuration, demography, and
borders are unfavourable. This aspect is dis
missed in a paragraph: but can we really kno\v
what is suitable terrain for various forms of
guerilla warfare? The skill of the great revolu
tionary leader - or any military leader - lies
in the adaption of strategy and tactics to the
terrain and the forces he has available. Each
revolution creates not only its own ideology,
but its own military tactics, and there is no more
dangerous military plan than to base one's
strategy on earlier wars (as the French experi
ence in the two World Wars showed).

(c) The freedom movement lacks an appropri
ate ideology. Spence and Thomas do not discuss
explicitly the specific ideological disputes which
loom still so tragically large over the liberation
movement, but they do dismiss "non-racial
democracy" as a statement of purpose and
intention v/hich would not be " easily intelligible
and con1pelling" to the African peasantry.
(They also introduce certain red herrings such
as "driving the white man into the sea", and
" tribal nationalism ").

This is too big a question to go into here;
one can only say that "the end of white supre
macy" is a suitable starting point for revolu
tionary thought, which has positive implications
(of different sorts) for all non-whites and many
whites, and that non-racial democracy is a
suitable constructive alternative. Both are vague
ideas, but so are any utopias capable of uniting
men in common revolutionary action for a
period: the destruction of the capitalist system
and the creation of a socialist state were equally
vague, unrealisable in the form promised, and
yet these were the ideological premises of 1917.
And if, as the authors maintain, "Whatever
differences divide white South Africans, virtu
ally all agree on their right to survive", could
jt not 'also be true that whatever differences (or
secondary contradictions, to use a more appro
priate phrase) divide non-white South Africans,

all are united in wanting an end to white
supremacy?

WHICH BRINGS ME BACK to the earlier point of
divisions in the African community, and the
author's final criticism - that the liberation
movement lacks sources of guerilla leadership and
training. Amongst potential leadership groups
now that the existing leadership is in jailor exile
- they list the " African bourgeoisie", migrant
workers, disaffected peasants, or tribal chiefs.
They believe that rural areas vvil1 be the focus
for revolutionary action, and deplore the earlier
na tionalist emphasis on the urban areas, which
they now regard as lacking in revolutionary
possibilities because of stringent 'Social control.
These ideas are important, but unsupported by
evidence; ,vhen examined they betray a rather
muddled view of social structure. Now of course
all communities have stratification systems, and
in South Africa there are intersecting divisions
in the non-white community of class and eth
nicity. These are not static, and from the
dia1ectic of their developm~nt certain predic
tions can be made.

For the development of South African revolu
tionary ideology and strategy the greatest need
would seem to be an analysis of the non-white
social system, and the changes of certain groups
in it, \vith regard to their objective situation
and their subjective perception of their situation.
Every revolutionary ideology, each revolutionary
movement, 'has grouped together classes in
different social situations by appealing to their
common 'interests, 'and has excluded others by
standing in the way of their interests. Perhaps
South Africa needs some more flexible thinking,
analysis which proceeds beyond classifying non
\vhites into " oppressed" and " stooges", beyond
the facile disputes about the role a couple of
hundred ·white affiliates should play in liberation,
beyond the belief that revolution must be either
entirely rural- the "reconquest" theory - or
entirely urban - the "general strike" theory
I still hear some people propound.

Perhaps exiles need to stop the sort of irrele
vant polemics such as a South African FTeedo1n
News, dated 12 July, 1966, that I received
recently (is the precise wording of the peaceful
coexistence resolution at the Cuba conference
that important for South Africa ?), 'and the sort
of dishonesty that leads Matthew Nkoana to
quote Brett's survey of some hundred middle
class Johannesburg Africans as conclusive proof
that the PA'C has majority support in South
Africa.

The social structure in South Africa is com
plex - perhaps uniquely complex - and only
by paying attention to it can the liberation
movement get nearer a resolution of the prob
lems of terrain, cadres, and ideology which
Spence and Thomas have raised. •



Hostages

I C. F. Goodfellow

South Africa's Hostages by Jack Halpern
(Penguin Books, 1965)

THIS IS A VERY WELCOME and timely book
indeed. 'I"he ne\v 1<. :pI.lhljc of Dots7,'c,na cc~r::Je ~

into existence as an independent state in Sep
tember this year, while in Lesotho the recent
vote 'in the Senate, despite predictions to the
contrary, 'has made it virtually certain that by
the end of 1966 the Republic of South Africa
will have a second independent African-ruled
neighbour. As the title of a recent book by an
.A.£rikaner Nationalist has put it, "the fire
burns 'closer" to Verwoerd's - highly inflam
mable arsenal.

To the majority of mankind. hopeful tha~

the developments may somethow assist the
Liberation of South Africa from her present
regime, however, Mr. Halpern offers little
encouragement. As the title of his book sug
gests, he assumes throughout that Botswana,
Lesotho and Swaziland, by their extreme vul
nerability to pressure from the Republic, will
constitute liabilities rather than assets when the
world loses patience with the rule of Afrikaner
Nationalism and decides to replace it with et

South African Democracy. He is concerned
throughout with showing just how vulnerable
these countries are, why they are so, and with
the problem of how !hey migi.-;t sLl:C'T~Tive ·vvhen the
Republic's rulers are brought to bay. Only time
will show whether this pessin1istic appraisal is

I entirely justified.
I Meanwhile, M~. HalI?ern has. provided a
L:~~-ne~ed and_lm~~sslve warmng. His main

[We are proud to publish this review by the
late Clem Goodfellow, a good friend of this
magazine, whose efforts for African freedom led
to his withdrawal to Lesotho from South
Africa. In 1963 he was held for two weeks in
U mtata gaol under the Transkei's Proclama
tion 400, and was later cc warned JJ under the
Suppression of Communism Act. In 1964 the
South African government cancelled his pass
port making him a prisoner within Lesotho's
borders. Clement Francis Goodfellow, M.A.
(Oxon), Ph.D.(Cantab) was found dead at the
foot of a mountain pass near Ron'la, Lesotho, on
5 October, 1966. A tribute to him will be
published here in January.

His review of South Africa's Hostages was
written for African Studies (University of Wit
wateTsrand Press), but was returned when the
name of the author, Jack Halpern, appeared
on a list of cc persons whon'l it is unlawful to
quote ".]

theme is as follows: Britain has consistently
!1eglected her responsibilities in the three coun
tt:es L'Grn ~Le tiLr:; of her assu:2:-!ption of rule
over them up to the present; 'it is this neglect
vv~hich has placed them in the almost defence
less state in which they will find therDselves
after independence; it is therefore Britain's
duty to redeem herself as far as possible by an
eleventh-hour programme of aid, which will
enable her in Mr. ~Ialpern's closing words "to
write a decent finis to her colonial history in
Africa". f-lis method of presentation is to set
the stage with a dramatic account of the kid
napping of Anderson Ganyile and Kenneth
Abrahams; to proceed to historical accounts of
Britain's dealings with the three countries;
thence to descriptions of " the territories today",
and finally to end with a section outlining
possibilities and recommendations for the future.

The difficulties in Mr. Hulpem's way were
enormous; there is no acceptable historical
account of any of the three countries in print;
and basic statistical information about the
present is almcst non-existent. On the vlhole
he has coped 'with these daunting obstacles
fairly creditably, and had made the most of
\vhat sources do exist and of his own first-hand
researches. It must be confessed, ho\vever,
that he is irritatingly careless over proper
names: he writes "Freedom Marerna Tlou
Party" instead of "Marema Tloll - Freedom
Party", and confuses the general reader by
interchanging the old-fashioned "Basuto" and
" Bechuana" \vith the modern "Basotho" and
" Botswana". One may be excused for wonder
ing v/hether this carelessness extends to more
important matters than names.
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BY FAR TI-IE MOS T effective section of the book
is that which describes the three countries today.
Mr. Halpern's account could hardly have been
bettered: it is lucid, detailed, and convincing,
providing a searching analys'is of the economy,
social dynamics, and pol;iticai movements in
each 'country. Economic and social questions are
dealt with in impressive depth, making the book
stand out among accounts of modem Africa,
which are too of.ten content to describe spec
tacular pol'itical personalities and events with
only fieetiOg references to their economic and
social origins. I t is in dealing with economic
developmeot that the indictment against Great
Britain is most damning: not only has she
held back the comparatively small sums which
would have made -significant -development in
Lesotho aod Botswana possible, in particular
in the caseS of the former's Ox-Bow scheme and
the latter's Okavango project; but in the case of
Swaziland, where the country's very rich natural
resources have attracted large-scale capital from
outside her borders, Britain has abdicated her
role of trustee for the Swazi people. No serious
attempt has been made to secure Swazi partici
I.:;atio:l ·in pioduct." 0::.1 er ow'nership, and the diffi
culties in the way of any future government of
Swaziland which wishes to transfonn the eco
nomy in a socialist direction have been enorm
ously and unnecessarily increased by Britain's
assumption that foreign capitalists should be
encouraged to entrench themselves in every
significant sector of SVlaziland's economic life.

THE LAS'l" SECTION of the book, which is con..
cerned with the future, combines warnings of
the intentions of the Republic of South Africa,
and of the circumstances in each country which
may make it succumb to South African pressure,
with a suggested remedy, namely that Britain
should at once give economic aid "freely and
generously". The whole section, while it con
tains much sound common sense, suffers from
being somewhat diffuse and repetitive, and as a
result it lacks punch. If it is intended, further
more, to appeal to British politicians, would it
not have been realistic to have coupled what is
essentially an appeal to the conscience with
arguments showing that such aid would be in
Britain's long-term interest? Finally, there is
throughout the book, and particularly in the
concluding section, surprisingly little reference
to the United Nations Organisation: is not
that organisation likely to be a more willing
guarantor of the ·three countries' political
independence and a more hopeful source of -aid
than Britaio, who even under a Labour govern
ment has shown herself over the issue of
Rhodesia as reluctant to disturb her profitable
commercial partnership 'with the Republic of
South Africa? •




