
doing so it has -given the impression once more that it
is motivated less by a revulsion against white supremacy
that by th~ cold calculations of international strategy.
It has continued to drag its feet, and to avoid anything
more than mere verbal opposition to apartheid.

If this remains the U.S. policy, disillusion may well

be followed by outright rejection. By allowing cold war
motives to determine its policy, it may have forced
those who seek freedom to think in cold war alterna
tives. We hope that this is not the case. But we cannot
do more than hope until some real change takes place
in American policy.
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a series.

ONE OF THE MOST IMPORTANT facts underlined by
recent developments in the United Nations is that the
probl~ms created by South Africa's growing diplomati:
IsolatIon and the· hostility of the civilised world to
apartheid have reached proportions where they can no
!onger be solved by the White community acting by
Itself.

At the same time Black-White collaboration in
moving events away from disaster is rendered difficult
by White fears that a non-racial front against apart
heid might destroy racialism only to pave the way for
communism or a reversion to barbarism. The average
Europeaa, whose knowledge of the African is
gathered mainly from newspapers and political parties,
does not realise that there is a powerful and growing
section of African opinion which has for generations
sought to solve the race problem by reconciling the
White man's desire for security and survival with the
African's yearning for fulfilment.

The government takes advantage of this ignorance
to create a crisis mood in the White community which
might best serve its ends for some time. Liberalism is
equated with communism, although almost any ordinary
high school boy knows that the two are poles apart.
Afrikaner Nationalism's will to dominate is asserted
with increasing vigour. White resistance to African
demands for an effective share in government is inten
sified. At the same time political breadcrumbs in the
form of "independent" Bantustans are dropped for the

The Two
Moralities
u the white man's desire for survival
and the black man's desire for fulfilment.
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Matanzimas to pick. They are designed to give apart
heid the time it needs to consolidate White unity in
readiness for the bloodbath toward which Dr. Ver
woerd's policy is driving the country.

The overworked argument used to justify this crazy
drift to ruin is that Black and White belong to two
cultural worlds which have little in common. If they
were to be integrated in one social structure there would
develop fissions and ffictions which would lead ulti
mately to the destruction of one group by the other.
In ~he end the African's numbers would swamp the
Wh~tes, corrupt their values of life and destroy their
achIevements. Separate development remains the only
guarantee of peace for the African and the European,
of security and survival for the Whites and of a better
future for all. The so-called failure to establish multi
racial communities in the free countries to our north
is cited as evidence to prove the argument.

TO THE OBJECTIVE READER, this line of approach has at
least three obvious flaws. Its validity diminishe·s in
proportion not only as we recede. from the frontier
wars but also as we move deeper into the era of ideolo
gical challenges which recognise no colour. It distorts
attitudes on both sides of the colour line in ways which
transfonn normal cleavages on social, economic or
political questions into fundamental differences almost
on every plan,e. It does not take into account the real
nature of the revolution effected in the life of the
African people by contact with the White man.

Where the basic intention is to discover and widen
the areas of common interest between Black and White
for purposes of consolidating non-racial opposition to
apartheid while producing a feasible alternative to it.
account must first be taken of the historical and cultural
processes likely to aid or retard this collaboration.

By finally eliminating the tribe's potential for waging
war against the White settler on the one hand and the
African convert to Christianity on the other, Cetah
wayo's defeat in 1879 cast the relations between Black
and White in a mould which deserves closer study. The
African was forced to accept the fact that the White
man had come to South Africa to stay. In that situation
Black and White could not see each other from the
perspective of the frontier wars indefinitely. Peace
brought problems which called for different solutions.
Urgent challenges faced the African as much as they
did the White man. One of the questions the former
asked himself was: What attitude was he to adopt in
conditions where he had to live with the White man
as a permanent neighbour? Where his political power
had been destroyed, his land taken and his future un
certain as a result of the social and economic changes
which followed defeat?
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Some of his most outstanding leaders~ like WaIter
Rubusana in the Cape and Magema M. Fuze in Natal
answered it by stating in effect that the basic cause of
failure on the battlefield was, in the final analysis, not
racial. The African had lost largely because the values
which gave content to his life or his cultural pattern
lacked the creative dynamism of those which inspired
the White side. Rebirth into a new destiny held the
secret to survival in the circumstances created by defeat.

1
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THEIR SUCCESSORS, LED MAINLY by Pixley k'a Isaka
Seme and John Dube, both from the Inanda mission
station in Natal, set out to give practical form to the
ideal rebirth. They wanted to consolidate the identical
patterns of culture evolved by the various lingu~l groups
after contact with the White man. The compoSIte whole
would be a valuable bond of unity in the African com
munity. It would bridge the cultural gulf between Black
and White and in that way accelerate movement toward
agreement 011 the meaning of ,South African citi.zens~ip.

An image of nationhood could emerge from thIS whIch
Black and White could accept with honour. Loyalty
to it and the maintenance of its form would be· what
Willem van Heerden calls the "'common purpose, grown
out of a common interest and rooted in some sort of

The Anatomy
of a Policy
How America looks at South Africa

J. KIRK SALE

AMERICA REGARDS SOUTH AFRICA as an ugly girl regards
a blind date: She has a deep conviction that the future
is bleak and that there is very little she can do about
it, but at the back of her mind is a desperate hope that
everything will work out well in spite of her.

On the one hand, America feels that South Africa is
a tinderbox which will be saved from explosion only
by a thoroughgoing change of policy by the whites.
With its New World certainty that hard work ,and
Yankee ingenuity can solve any problem, America is
convinced that Verwoerd's Bantustan policies are both
oversimplified and Boerishly clumsy. Wit~ its happy
faith that what-is-good-for-General-Motors-lS-good-for
the-country, America is sure that apartheid will prove to
be an impractical and uneconomical way to keep the
gold and diamonds flowing. And with the brashness of
a new world power which only recently has been able
to moralize with impunity, America is positive that
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common background."} ..
The consolidation actually took place In a natIonal

conference held in Bloemfontein in January, 1912 and
to which we shall refer later.

The advocates of apartheid ignore the epoch-making
events in the African community which issued from
the moment of consolidation. They presuppose the non
existence of the composite pattern of culture.
. These weaknesses incapacitate apartheid fo~ a ~orr~t

.'appraisal of the African's mind. They prejUdICe Its
attitude to him, his history and achievements. Dr..Ver
woerd's doctrine does not take into account the schisms,
the sacrifices and the adjustments which were to reduce
the influence of tribal tradition and transform the
majority of the Africans into an altogether new people
in history.

Because of these handicaps, apartheid cannot corn
prehend~ let alone appreciate, the histori~l processes.
the motivating urges or the depth of feehng and con
viction which compelled Seme, Dube and other su~

cessors to reject race consciousness. No wonder It
dismisses the successors as communists. e

(To be continued)
1 From an article in Optima, June 1962.

South Africa's policies are sinful and immoral, Godless
and unprincipled. ,.

But on the other hand, America is full of desperate
hope because it feels g~i1ty, bewil~er~d and impotent.
It feels guilty because It knows, ~n Its deep~st hea~tt

that its treatment of black people IS not so different m
kind, though milder in degree, from South Africa's;
and while it is thankful for the disparity between the
aims and means of the two governments, this is only
small salve. It feels bewildered because, having ex
pected so many impossible things of the new indepen
dent countries of Africa, it has no idea of what !o
make of jailings in Ghana or a one-party state In
Tanganyika, and is beginning to wonder if maybe the
African "isn't ready for self-government" after all. It
feels impotent because it realizes that whatever it does
to help the African in South Africa will eventually
mean fewer nuggets in its pockets, fewer cars exported
from its shores, fewer votes on its side.

IT IS FROM THIS AMBIVALENCE of the American public
that United States policies spring. Our moral position
is towering, and we never lose a chance to look down
with scorn and pity on the Venvoerd govern~ent, con
demning it as easily as we cond~mn the devil. In .the
United Nations we have found It not only expedIent
but proper to warn that apartheid ,;Vill lead to "bl~

shed war and disaster for all races. and to vote agamst
South Africa when the powerful African bloc gives us
the opportunity., We have even stated that .we will no
longer continue to send arms to the RepublIc.

At the same time, however, we are unable to offer
any constructive suggestions and are reluctant to go so
far as to vote for sanctions against South Africa. We
are not even sure of how to use our moral and political
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