
An Africanist View

Race
and Nationhood
E. L. NTLOEDIBE

ONE OF THE MOST OUTSTANDING problems today is the
use and application of the word race. The Oxford
Dictionary gives different varying definitions, among
which the following are of great interest; race is defined
as; "group of persons or animals or plants connected
by common descent; nation regarded as of common
stock, kindred, separate in language and class of persons
with some common feature." In any event, words may
mean different things to different people. In the last
resort there is only one race-the human race.

A dissertation on race in Harmsworth's Universal
Encyclopedia gives us the following extracts: "Tern'!
denoting in its widest sense any group of organic beings
related through descent from a com/non ancestor.n

The primary races are those divisions of mankind
which acquired in a remote past certain distinctive
characters physical and mental, transmitted by inheri
tance and by that alone. Harmsworth concludes that;
"race accordingly denotes breed." Now, between this
minimum classification and that of J. Deniker, who
divided man into thirty races many intermediate
sche~es have been propounded. In this aspect, in the
South African situation, a political ,group that has
postulated a scientific theory on race and racialism is
the Africanist group. This has not been done without
hard thinking and exertion on their part, to solve one
of the problems that haunt mankind, a problem that
has led to misery and suffering.

The historical background to this research project
which was carried out by the Africanists, briefly stated
is this: the Africanists had been accused by the Settler
orientated press, and their African lackeys, of being
racialistic in their pol icies, in that they excluded from
membership of their organisation, members of the
White Settler minority. This was the only accusation
that could be levelled against them.

That the terlll Race could be used in plural form,
when referring to human beings, was incorrect, as there
is only one race and that is the human race. The term
race as used, carried the meaning that the human race
was divided into certain categories, whose biological
characteristics were unbridgeable. This was not correct
because such classification, obviously based on false
premjses could not stand scientific analysis. There were
certain members of the human race who could not
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fall into any class or category; so that it was felt that
jf classification adopted could not be applicable to
everyone-truly the classification was faulty. It was
therefore concluded that the concept of race sprang from
prejudiced emotion.

Submerging feelings of race in loyalty to new nations,
the United Nations Organisation General Assembly in
1959 on Race rejected the idea of any inherent
superiority of one race over another. They declared that
their policy was non-racial. Professor D. Cowen in his
book; The Foundations of Freedom, makes this ob
servation; "Indeed the very complexity of South Afri
ca's racial problems, so far from isolating or insulting
the country, makes her a microcosm, or epitonle of the
world itself. Problen1S of race and colour, which are
essentially world problems, are merely experienced in
their quintessence in South Africa."

On the other hand this group, the Africanists,
believed that the correct classification was that of nation..
hood. That is to say, that individuals by virtue of their
situation or political beliefs! belong to national groups
which in time become the basis for nationhood and
nationalism.

In South Africa then the population was divided
into three main groupings:

THE AFRICAN NATIONAL GROUP

This group consisted of all the members of the
indigenous tribes and peoples of Africa. This group has
been on the continent of Africa from time beyond
memory. It is the group that in the course of its
history has suffered political oppression, economic ex
ploitation and social degradation and humiliation. This
is the main group in the country. The disintegration of
tribal allegiance as the African people are concerned
meant the transference of allegiance to a bigger group,
the African nation. Therefore the concept of African
nationalism which is accepted as the only liberatory
outlook in the struggle for African liberation, became
the most dynamic answer to the challenge imposed by
white supremacy. It was accepted therefore that the
African can restore his freedom, his dignity, his econo
mic power by the use of the force of African nationa
lism. In the set-up the nationalism would not of course
embrace all and sundry within the territorial boundaries
as the unifying bonds would exclude the members of
the oppressor group as there would be nothing in
common between the oppressor and the oppressed. This
nationalism included all the members of the indigenous
group. They had so many things in common which
would bind them. The historical fact of conquest and
the desire for its reversal was one such unifying bond.
That these people from time immemorial had occupied
a defined geographical region was another factor. The
cultural bonds and linguistic affinity also added to the
bonds that made this group a homogenous entity.

These were then, in the first place qualifications of
an African nationalist. We don't lose sight of the fact
that the greatest nonsensical quibble was that the term
African applied to everybody born in the continent, and
so persons other than the indigenous agitated for their
admittance in the ranks of the organisation of the
Africanists. One need not have to go far before dis
covering the futility of such arguments. Firstly these
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people call themselves "Europeans" for all practical
purpose but when they want to "colonise" African poli
tical organisation they adopt the appellation 'African'
for political convenience-these ladies and gentlemen
want to have the best of both worlds. When African
nationalism assumes its territorial character, that is,
when the whole of Africa becomes a nation state they
would be eligible to beconle Africans through normal
process of naturalisation. Therefore the term African
will have a territorial significance in the post-struggle
era. Now we give it the popular meaning.

THE "EUROPEAN" OR
WHITE SETTLER GROUP

This is a foreign minority group, whose forefathers
by dint of the superiority of the gun over the spear
conquered the indigenous group, dispossessed them of
their land, seized political power and exploited natural
resources to their exclusive benefit. This is an oppres
sor group who man the machinery of white domination
over the in<Jigenous group.

It is admitted that certain individuals of this group
are not satisfied with the wisdom of this policy. On
the intellectual plane they see the futility of maintain
ing such a rigid system of oppression which must
crumble down with alarming loss of life and limb.
These individuals who do not accept white supremacy
in its entirety we discover on the material plane bene
fiting from the fruits of this system, so that they too
are subsidised by the oppressed Africa. So from this
point of view they also become oppressors, and in any
case because of material determinism of our lives, these
unfortunate victims of circumstances cannot actively
interest themselves in the liquidation of the only system
that ensures their economic survival.

THE IN.DIA;N GROUP

This is another foreign minority group that came to
the country as indentured labourers. This group suffers
political disability. This political disability is balanced
by their economic enfranchisement which has been
recently threatened by the Group Areas Act. By virtue
of its position this group should have joined ranks with
the African. But this group is also tainted with cultural
and national arrogance. They look upon the African as
a social and an economic inferior. They derive their
leadership from the rich merchant class. They show a
tendency to lean more to the side of the oppressor.
Individuals too in this group are found who reject the
groups majority's attitude.

It will be seen therefore that the Africanists exclude
these groups (all above mentioned) from membership
of their organisation not because they have peculiar
biological features, but because they don't qualify as
African nationalist.

Members of the group which is erroneously called
Coloured are regarded by the Africanists as African by
virtue of the fact that they are indigenous, so that their
historical and environmental bonds are common with
those of the indigenous group all over the continent.
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The Best IS

Yet to Be
What Malawi's SympOSium Taught

PETER MACKAY

On 15 August 1961 the Malawi Congress Party ca/ne
to power in Nyasaland with an overwhelming lnajority
at the polls. I'he ensuing year has been on of great
achievement for the Malawi Governnlent and it was
brought to a fitting climax when the territory was host
to some of the world's leading economists at an Inter
national Symposium held in July 1962. l'hough Malawi
can look back on the past year tvith pride it is more
concerned with the challenges of the future. The Sym
posium was therefore a launching point as well as a
climax. It underlined the spirit expressed by its organi- .
ser, the Parliamentary Secretary to the Ministry of
Finance, Mr. Dunduzu Chisiza-"the best is yet to
come."

SYMBOLIC OF THE IMAGINATION, energy and efficie.ncy
with which the Malawi Government is conducting Ny
asaland's affairs was the Economic Symposium held in
the territory last month.

A score or so of economic experts assembled from
many parts of the world: Britain, India, America, Scan
dinavia, Israel; observers from others: Sierra Leone,
Kenya, Ireland. They distilled their ideas in public,
before audiences of businessmen and farmers, estate
owners and smallholders, Ministers and civil servants,
clerics and clerks.

What they said varied with subject and personality,
and so did audience reaction. A veteran of Malawi
politics, hero of the emergency days, was see.n with
smouldering cigarette between bewhiskered lips, while a
drawling somnabulistic Yankee monotone opined on
the. coefficient of bi-Iateral monopolistic tendencies, or
somesuch. (A timely tea break saved the whiskers). But
more often audiences were alert to the electric inter
change of brilliant minds probing the permutations of
development processes in under-developed countries.
As, for instance, when Professor Rao of Delhi Univer
sity, entranced a packed hall with a dispassionate., if
mercurial, analysis of the differences between commu
nism and capitalism (giving, to sighs of relief from
parts of the audience, equal marks to both).

The Nyasaland Information Department proposes to
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